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seemed to me to be tunnel-vision on 
both sides.  I observed and sought 
to mediate not just division but 
outright hostility.  I sympathized 
with the deep personal convictions 
of faithfulness, yet over those days I 
became strongly discouraged by the 
deep rooted conflict in the Church, 
not only within the Episcopal 

Church but also within the worldwide Communion.
 By the time I returned home, I realized that that the 
program for our newly outlined priorities for mission 
were being widely ignored in the fallout from the Church’s 
disagreements over homosexuality.  All of this made me 
begin to ponder long and hard about the appropriate 
nature and purpose of the General Convention.
 When I returned as a deputy for Convention 2006 
in Columbus, Ohio, it was with mixed feelings.  But 
the fact that this Convention was to see the election of 
a new presiding bishop won the day.  The anticipation 
was palpable.  When it was announced that Katharine 
Jefferts Schori had been elected, both screams of joy and 

Structure: mr. j.p. causey

Receives resolutions that address the 
General Convention and its committees, 
commissions, agencies and boards and 
the Executive Council and its committees. 

National and International Concerns: 
The rev. lynne washingTon and mr. russ randle, 
secreTary oF The commiTTee

Receives resolutions that address issues of peace and 
war, treaties, the United Nations, foreign and domestic 
government policies, race, gender, sexual orientation, 
exploitation, slavery. 

Evangelism: The rev. sue eaves

Receives resolutions that address church growth  
and revitalization. 

Prayer Book, Liturgy & Church Music: ms. cindi barTol

Receives resolutions proposing changes to the Book of 
Common Prayer, the Hymnal and other authorized rites 
and to the church calendar. 

Privilege and Courtesy: mr. russ palmore

Receives resolutions that commend individuals or 
organizations and proposes resolutions that express the 
houses’ appreciation for groups or persons. 

In addition, Bishop Johnston will serve on the Prayer 
Book, Liturgy & Church Music Committee in the House 
of Bishops, and Bishop Jones will act as chair of the 
House of Bishops Evangelism Committee.  
 Stay tuned to The Virginia Episcopalian for complete 
coverage of General Convention 2009. In the meantime, 
learn more about our bishops’ perspectives on and 
outlooks for General Convention above, and on pages  
11 and 15 t

from a variety of sources that reflect the 
transformational center of our Church. 
Readers can gain access to different 
perspectives from guest contributors 
from across the Anglican Communion, 
as well as hear the voices of the different 
members of the Virginia deputation. Center Aisle will be 
available online at www.centeraisle.net, and paper copies 
will be available onsite at General Convention.
 In 2008, the Annual Council of the Diocese elected the 
following deputies and alternates to General convention. 

M
‘One in Jesus Christ’ at General Convention
By the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, Bishop Coadjutor

My first General Convention was as a deputy for the 
2000 meeting in Denver.  As a newcomer, it took a while, 
but I soon became comfortable as the pace of work 
took over.  I was most impressed by the sheer range of 
witness and ministries that our Church was considering.  
That was reinforced by the preaching, particularly at the 
daily Eucharist.  It was all extremely uplifting.
 Of course, the sexuality debates were to the fore 
and although I feared deep divisions would hijack the 
Convention and its broader work, in the end things 
seemed to me to work out rather harmoniously—even in 
disagreements.  As I have reflected about 2000, I can say 
that the spiritual leadership at the time had everything 
to do with this tone.  Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold’s 
meditations at each Eucharist were both challenging 
and reassuring, and the Convention’s chaplain, the 
Rev. Frank Wade, was nothing less than brilliant and 
profoundly moving in each message he gave to the 
House of Deputies.  
 My experience of the Convention at Minneapolis in 
2003 was altogether a different matter.  The consent to 
the election of a partnered homosexual to the episcopate 
was so much the focus that I was frustrated by what Johnston continued on page 15 /
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Clergy
The Rev. Dr. Robert Prichard
The Rev. Lynne Washington
The Rev. Susan Goff
The Rev. Susan Eaves

Lay
Mr. Russell Palmore Jr.
Mrs. Cindi Bartol
Mr. Russell Randle
Mr. John Paul Causey Jr.

Clergy Alternates
The Rev. Linda Wofford Hawkins*
The Rev. Marian Windel
The Rev. James Papile

Lay Alternates
Col. Jean Reed 
Mr. Rodney Page 
Mr. Paul Brockman 
Dr. Lissa Power-deFur

* The Rev. Chris  Cunningham, elected as first alternate, left 
the Diocese of Virginia to accept a call as rector of St. John’s, 
Farmville, in the Diocese of Southern Virginia.

Most of the daily business of General Convention is 
conducted in legislative committees, which consider 
resolutions submitted to the General Convention, 
typically holding hearings during which others can 
discuss the resolutions. Diocese of Virginia deputies 
have been assigned to serve on the following committees. 

Canons: mr. russ palmore

Receives resolutions that propose amendments to the 
Canons of the Episcopal Church. 
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along the way.  Some things unite while other matters 
divide.  A single outcome will be inspiring to some but 
anathema to others.  And, I do have several questions 
about the Convention itself:  Is the Convention now 
simply too big to do its work in a substantive way?  
Has it become something it was never intended to 
be?  Is such a meeting a proper forum for complex 
theological questions?   
 In all of this, it is easy to lose perspective.  When 
that happens, one cannot see the big picture—a more 
accurate understanding of the Church’s life.  My 
counsel to one and all is never to allow one matter to 
overshadow everything else.  A good many “trigger” 
issues will be discussed.  This will surely include 
same-sex blessings, non-celibate gays and lesbians 
in the episcopate, our relationship to the Anglican 
Communion and maybe un-baptized persons receiving 
communion.  As important as these issues are, as 
passionate as people are on one side or the other, not 
one of those subjects trumps the fact that we are all one 
in Christ Jesus—even if in spite of ourselves.  t
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gasps of shock could be heard.  I was grateful to witness 
history.  Her manner—her eloquence, her quiet strength 
and her calming affect—was compelling.  Little could I 
have ever imagined that less than one year later, she would 
lay hands on me to consecrate me as a bishop.
 Now, I look toward my first General Convention 
as a member of the House of Bishops.  I know that my 
experience will be very different from my times as a 
deputy.  I cannot but imagine that the House of Bishops 
will be an easier place to be—if only for the difference 
in size.  But it is more than that; it is also about the real 
community that the bishops share because of our ability to 
meet as a body twice every year.  It has not taken me very 
long to feel truly comfortable with my fellow bishops in a 
personal way.  That is a good place to be when doing the 
Church’s work.
 It is possible that we could see the House of Bishops 
and the House of Deputies showing pointedly different 
visions for the way ahead at this time.  The deputies might 
well be more “activist” while the bishops could be more 
moderating.  As a result, one House may contradict the 
vote of the other on a couple of occasions.
 What I’ve tried to show in sharing memories of 
my past three Conventions is not only that the General 
Convention is complicated in its processes, issues and 
accompanying emotions but also it is always very much 
a “mixed bag.” It is messy.  There are ups and downs all 

‘The Roomiest Church in Christendom’
By the Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, Bishop Suffragan
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The General Convention of the Episcopal Church affords 
an opportunity once every three years to experience 
the width and breadth of our Church.  I have attended 
11 General Conventions and confess that I expect to be 
surprised again in Anaheim.  I am always intrigued at 
the way General Convention weaves its way through the 
thorniest issues of our day seeking common ground and 
the broadest consensus possible. 
 We have been called the “roomiest Church in 
Christendom” and I understand why.  Our way of “being 
Church” takes hold like barnacles on a boat dock at the 
parish level and in our dioceses.  It allows an authentic 
expression of faith to emerge in a unique context.  
 The days before a General Convention often focus 
on the major issues facing the Church and the world.  
Various interest groups do their best to communicate 
their particular agendas.  Deputies and bishops receive 
an abundance of mail and considerable advice.  Then, the 
legislative process itself brings out opposing points of 
view in legislative hearings.  When the hearings have been 
completed, the legislative committees seek a way forward 
that would actually advance the mission of the Church.  
Most committee reports on legislation sail through the 
formal legislative process and are adopted.  But in the case 
of the most controversial resolutions, specific rules of debate 
are adopted to ensure a full and proper hearing.  Large 
crowds gather to hear the debate and in the end, Convention 
usually finds a way forward.  And regardless of the 
outcome, interest groups express their approval or outrage.  
 The days following General Convention have always 
been difficult for the deputies and bishops returning 
home.  More often than not, I have encountered anger that 
the Church in Convention did not mirror the Church at 
home.  It is literally impossible to answer questions that 

begin “Why didn’t they?” It is 
very difficult to communicate 
the profound cultural differences 
of our various dioceses and 
churches and the efforts taken to 
find a middle way.  
 At the same time, Convention 
affords opportunities to 
experience the strength and 

vitality of the Episcopal Church. Daily worship 
and Bible study bring people together in a common 
experience of worship. New friendships and alliances 
are invariably formed and the experience of deputies 
and bishops is broadened.  Dividing issues are not 
ultimately divisive to a community that worships 
together.  
 While we will not be directly addressing the 
proposed Anglican Covenant at this convention, 
the issue of our relationship with the Anglican 
Communion will be present as we continue to sort out 
questions about human sexuality and, in particular, 
the role of gay and lesbian people in the life of the 
Church.  My sense is that convention will seek a 
way forward that represents the broadest consensus 
possible at a particular moment in time.  
 While a lot of the energy of is focused on issues 
of sexuality, I will be chairing a legislative committee 
on evangelism and will be focusing my own attention 
on energizing the Church to embrace the Great 
Commission “to teach all nations.” t


