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‘Keeping Alive the Human Spirit’

Virginians strive for justice through prison ministry
By Emily Cherry

W

Will you strive for justice and peace
among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
For the Rev. Dr. Alonzo C. Pruitt,
prison ministry is a full-time job. Dr.
Pruitt was appointed under sheriff
for the Richmond City Jail
in 2008 and now serves as a colonel
in the sheriff’s office and chief
of chaplains.
Dr. Pruitt oversees the 90
volunteer chaplains who minister to
the 26,000 people who, every year,
pass through the Richmond City Jail
system, where “routine” is not a part
of the job description. “One day I will
be preparing somebody for baptism,
and another day I will be talking
to somebody who’s been sentenced
to 30 years’ incarceration,” said Dr.

Pruitt, whose ministry started during
his time as rector at St. Philip’s,
Richmond when he volunteered
at the city jail. His involvement
began with an initial interest in
ministering to the needs of the staff.
“The staff are often underserved
and overwhelmed,” noted Dr. Pruitt.
From that volunteering came a
stronger call: “I felt a greater urgency
about doing this work at the jail than
I did about continuing to be a parish
priest,” he explained. Dr. Pruitt’s
background as an army chaplain,
combined with a master’s degree
in social work, a master of divinity
and a doctor of ministry in pastoral
counseling, made him a good fit for
the full-time position.
Dr. Pruitt explained, “I feel very
fortunate to be able to represent

the Church in this particular
arena,” where responsibilities can
range from connecting prisoners
with counseling to presiding over
worship services. “This is very
much the work of a parish priest,”
he added. “It’s just that my parish
involves a greater number of people
who have a greater array of need.”
The Rt. Rev. Edwin F. “Ted”
Gulick, assistant bishop, whose
responsibilities include providing
pastoral care for clergy, paid a visit
to Dr. Pruitt earlier this year. “I was
intrigued by one of our priests whose
parish was listed as the Richmond
City Jail,” said Bishop Gulick. After
that initial visit, Dr. Pruitt invited
Bishop Gulick back to the jail to
baptize two inmates.

/ Ministry continued on page 3

Empowering Youth, Saving Lives

E

Emma Wright is a lay leader in the
Diocese of Virginia. A member of St.
Mary’s, Arlington, she spearheads
a diocesan-wide mission initiative
and helps coordinate large-scale
outreach and fundraising efforts.
She’s also a rising high-school
junior.
The Bishops’ NetsforLife
Inspiration Fund is a youth-led
initiative that gets young people
involved in a campaign to send
malaria nets to sub-Saharan Africa.
Learn more about the Bishops’
NetsforLife Inspiration Fund in this
interview with Emma Wright.
How did you get involved in the
NetsforLife program?
In a World History II course this
year, my teacher assigned a Global

/ NetsforLife continued on page 15
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Somebody said the devil does not
need to attack the Church from the
outside – Christians do a very good
job on the inside. It seems to me this
litigation over church property fits
well into that assessment. I wonder
how many people in the pews of this
diocese are aware of the millions of
dollars being spent by both sides on
property issues – dollars that could
have been used to help the poor, the
hungry, the sick, the imprisoned and
to reach the unreached peoples of the
world. What are we doing?
Our churches do reach out in
many amazing ways, but somehow
it is not enough to be a faithful,
functioning member of my parish
church, continuing to ignore this
fight. Ignorance is no excuse. Bishop
Lee had begun a dialogue which
might have diverted this disaster,
had he not been stopped, I suspect
by the hierarchy. Now the Church
of the Word which has dropped its
part in the suit has been slapped with
sanctions not to associate in any way

with the Anglican break-away church
for five years. We say we are “allinclusive” but to bar any church in
this way flies in the face of freedom of
speech, freedom of religion, freedom
of assembly. And what about Paul’s
instruction against “going to the
law,” brother against brother? What
has happened – on both sides – that
property is so important? Solomon
would have probably divided it
down the middle, handing half to
each one. Why can’t we as Christians
worship side by side? I do not know
the answer, but I know this litigation
is wrong. Alcoholics Anonymous has
a tradition that ends, “Lest money,
property and prestige divert us from
our primary spiritual aim.” Is it too
late to take heed? Is there anyone
who can bring about a peaceful,
kind solution?
How we must be grieving the
heart of God!
Virginia W. Stanley
Emmanuel, Rapidan

Building Partnerships in Tanzania

T

The May issue of The Virginia
Episcopalian highlighted the work of
several churches and organizations
in the Diocese of Virginia that have
partnered with the Carpenter’s Kids
program in central Tanzania in an
effort not only to support needy
children in a local village with food
and school supplies, but also to build
relationships. St. Paul’s, Ivy is another
one of those churches participating
in the partnership program – which,
for them, has led to trips to the area
to help further that relationship.
St. Paul’s partnership is
with the village of Nzali. “These

commitments—to the bond between
us and to the education of children,
which we think is the only hope
for Tanzania’s ability to thrive—are
why we are here,” said Carolyn
Achenbach, a member of St. Paul’s.
“We are very excited to deepen our
relationships and our understanding
of life in Nzali and know that we will
come away with more gifts than we
can give.”
The Virginia Episcopalian
apologizes for the omission of St.
Paul’s ministry in the original article
about the Carpenter’s Kids program.

The Diocese
on
Follow diocesan staff on
Twitter. Ed Keithly, second
clerk to the XIII bishop of
Virginia, provides updates
on the bishop’s comings
and goings @theClerkVA.
Henry Burt, secretary of the
Diocese, reports on diocesan
life @SecDioVA.
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“How prisoners and others are
cared for is our business and our
concern as Christians,” added Bishop
Gulick. “We make it our business
every time that we say we will seek
and serve Christ in all persons,
every time we say that we will
strive for justice.” Part of that duty,
Bishop Gulick said, is “not to just be
sentimental about the incarcerated.”
He explained, “Anybody that makes
a visit to the Richmond City Jail …
will be struck by row upon row upon
row of African American males. …
[We need to] look at what structures
of society are contributing to that

in worship. Following the service, she
would invite the women forward to
share with her their prayer requests.
“The women in the prison were
there because they really wanted
to hear a word of hope from God
and a word of comfort from God,”
she said. “It was really delightful to
feel comfortable with them and to
interact with them not as prisoners
but as human beings, and as souls.”
That ministry “gave me an
appreciation for the value of
community inside a church,”
explained Ms. Lloyd. “These
women were separated from their
children, they were separated from

Are you interested in contributing to prison ministry in the Diocese of Virginia?
Become involved with the newly formed Prison Ministry Team by contacting
Les Roberts at lesroberts.va@gmail.com or the Rev. Dr. Alonzo Pruitt @
dracpruitt@comcast.net.

awful disproportionate number.
That, too, is part of our striving for
justice and peace among all people.”
Striving for justice is a large part
of Dr. Pruitt’s daily work. Part of the
responsibility of a chaplain is to raise
awareness to those needs that are not
being met, such as a lack of adequate
sleeping arrangements or insufficient
meals on weekends. “We have to
daily pass the compassion test,” said
Dr. Pruitt. “We are keeping alive the
human spirit within them. … I think
that’s primarily why I’m here.”
One of Dr. Pruitt’s roles at the jail
is to seek out volunteer chaplains
and help religious organizations
get involved in prison ministry.
A parishioner from St. Stephen’s,
Richmond, for example, teaches
a yoga class for inmates. Several
churches make donations of books
and toiletries to the prison program.
And many clergy have heard Dr.
Pruitt’s call to serve as chaplains.
The Rev. Lucia Lloyd is one of those
priests. Now rector of St. Stephen’s,
Heathsville, Ms. Lloyd became
involved in prison ministry in 2006
while serving as assistant at St.
Thomas’, Richmond. While attending
a program hosted by Trinity, Wall
Street, she heard from Sister Helen
Prejean, well-known anti-death
penalty advocate.
“When Alonzo said that he was
looking for people in Richmond
churches to visit the prisons, I
thought maybe this was God saying,
‘This is your turn to go and do some
ministry,’” said Ms. Lloyd. One
Thursday each month for two years,
she would make the trip to the jail
and lead a group of female prisoners

all their loved ones. The isolation
… is one of the grimmest parts of
their whole experience,” she added.
“To be able to have a connection
with them in a worship experience
… made me realize that even just
having a tiny ‘blip’ of a relationship
with other people and with God
was hugely important.”
The power of community is
something that the Rev. Lynn
Holland, priest-in-charge at St.
Mary’s, Fleeton, valued in her prison
ministry, as well. Through her
involvement in the Kairos program,
Ms. Holland joined a team that
ministered to a group in the Virginia
Correctional Center for Women in
Goochland. Kairos Prison Ministry
is a program that seeks to show the
love of Christ to those affected by
incarceration. Teams spend a series
of days with a group of inmates in
periods of conversation and worship.
“What Kairos does, more than
anything else, is to help prisoners
build Christian community,”
explained Ms. Holland. “People
who are in prison need a sense of
belonging and community more than
anything,” she added. “Kairos teams
teach prisoners the basic principles of
Christianity and how to build trust
and form a Christian community,
and the prisoners learn that it is up to
them to build that community.”
Ms. Holland’s involvement in
prison ministry started during her
time as a seminarian at Virginia
Theological Seminary, where students
were invited to teach Bible study in a
local jail as part of a class with the Rev.
Dr. Michael Battle. She also taught a
Christian education class at the Saluda
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Regional Correctional Center when
she was serving at Kingston Parish,
Mathews. “The goal in doing ministry
with prisoners is to let them know
that God loves them and that Christ
is within them—that they are people
who have the same value and dignity
in God’s eyes as members of the wider
community,” said Ms. Holland. “We
can do that by going into jails and
prisons and holding worship services,
Bible studies and other programs,
and we can do it by creating and
supporting programs which serve
released prisoners. People in the
community don’t have any idea how
afraid many prisoners are of being
released—of going back out onto the
streets when they have no home, no
job, in a situation in which their only
friends may be involved in the same
offenses for which they were sent to
prison, and where temptation is going
to be very powerful.”
Les Roberts, a parishioner at St.
David’s, Ashburn, is well acquainted
with those fears. He lives out his
prison ministry with those who are
recently released from incarceration.
The Loudon Aftercare Program is
a post-release, residential program
that works with former prisoners.
The purpose, Mr. Roberts said, is
that “as people leave prison or jail, …
they’re able to be integrated back into
society, and not commit other crimes
to go back to jail.” Loudon Aftercare
helps equip former prisoners with
the tools and resources they need.
The Partnering for Success
program is a component of Loudon
Aftercare that pairs a former prisoner
with a mentor for a year. The mentor
plays a guidance role, with a goal
to build Christian fellowship and a
relationship of trust, explains Mr.
Roberts. The participants attend
church with their mentors, and also
take part in weekly Bible study. The
focus of this type of support is on
guidance, not discipline. “I have a
personal connection with it,” said
Mr. Roberts, who witnessed a family
member’s transition back into society
following a period of incarceration.
“That’s what drew me in.”
Through these types of
ministry, Virginians are living not
only into their Baptismal Covenants,
but in witness to the beatitudes,
as well, noted Ms. Holland. Prison
ministry “is a very immediate and
practical experience of the truth of
the beatitudes: Blessed are the poor
in spirit—blessed are those who
have been broken and know their
need for God.” t
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Region XIII Models Cooperative Ministry
By Emily Cherry
at the 2011 Council of Trinity,
Washington’s existing connection
with St. Marc’s, and of Trinity,
Upperville’s growing interest in
such a partnership. “It was kind of
a natural fit,” said Mr. Stribling. “If
they were already partnered, and
we being in the same region, we
just said, ‘Why not do it together?’
So we did!”
Since that time, several
members of Region XIII have
participated in planning meetings

Region XIII operates a regional
mission grant fund that in the
past has been used to support
mission trips to New Orleans and
other projects. Mr. Stribling hopes
that some of those funds will be
contributed to the growing Haiti
partnership. The region continues
to plan the vision and scope for
the project. Today, the churches
are holding discussions on how to
build and sustain this relationship,
in particular building on support

Photo: St. Francis’, Macon Web site.
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The Diocese of Virginia is one of
the largest in the Episcopal Church.
With 181 congregations, 38 counties
and over 420 priests, it’s considered
“big” by any account. Such a size
can be a blessing for a diocese,
encompassing a greater diversity
within its boundaries. But it can
also be a challenge. That’s where
diocesan regions come into play.
The Diocese is divided into
15 geographic regions, which are
assigned the responsibility of
making the “ministrations of the
Episcopal Church” available to
those living within the region, and
“safeguarding the interests and
extending the ministrations of the
Church throughout its borders, so
that the region may function as a
unit in matters of common concern
and responsibility.”
For several regions, one of
those matters of common concern
and responsibility is mission
and outreach.
Region XIII, which includes
Loudon and Fauquier counties, is
one region that is blending shared
resources for a common goal of
helping others outside their own
region. Trinity Church, Washington
held a fundraising dinner in the
wake of the 2010 earthquake in
Haiti, raising about $6,000 for relief
efforts. The Rev. Jenks Hobson,
rector, consulted with the Rev.
Lauren Stanley, a missionary then
serving in Haiti, to determine the
best use for those funds. That’s how
Trinity learned about St. Marc’s,
Trouin, an Episcopal congregation
in the Diocese of Haiti, the largest
diocese in the Episcopal Church.
St. Marc’s is home to both a church
and school which were devastated
during the earthquake. Led by
the Rev. Jean Fruitho Michaud, St.
Marc’s had an existing relationship
with St. Francis’, Macon, Ga. Trinity
made the decision to help support
St. Marc’s, too.
Meanwhile, in January 2011,
marking the one-year anniversary
of the quake in Haiti, Bishop
Johnston issued a pastoral letter to
the Diocese encouraging prayers
and continued support for the
Haitian diocese – and urging
parishes and organizations to join
together to form partnerships.
Henry Stribling of St. James’,
Leesburg knew that his church
wanted to be involved, and learned

St. Marc’s church building, pictured here, was destroyed in the 2010 earthquake. Region XIII
churches have built a relationship with the congregation in Trouin, Haiti to help build the
church’s vocational school.

with the Macon, Ga. congregation
and in trips to Trouin, including the
Rev. Kate Bryant, assistant rector
of St. James’, Leesburg. In April
2011, Ms. Bryant and a team from
Macon traveled to Haiti. “I was
not prepared for the hospitality
extended to me by the people
of Trouin, despite the fact that
they exist at a subsistence level,”
wrote Ms. Bryant in a reflection
following the trip. “Despite the
intense stressors, the spirit of many
of the people in Trouin is far from
impoverished,” she added. During
their stay, Ms. Bryant and Gail
Moulton, the group leader from
Macon, stayed in the home – in the
bedroom – of a local woman who
prepared daily meals for her guests.
“While the people of Trouin have so
little, they have much,” explained
Ms. Bryant. Following a Sunday
Eucharist, Père Michaud addressed
the group that had come to learn
about and support his church
community: “We have nothing
to give you. But we give you our
hearts, our love and our prayers.”

for a new vocational school that will
teach sewing, tailoring, hairstyling,
cooking and other trades.
The benefits of churches joining
together for mission are apparent.
“The upside is huge in what we
can do if we are able to collaborate
and pool our resources,” said Mr.
Stribling. Plus, “One of the ideas
behind the partnership program is
that it’s supposed to be long-term,”
he added. “We’re looking for a
seven- to 10-year commitment. As
a region, if an individual leaves,
the relationship doesn’t go away.
The other churches will have other
people who are committed who will
carry it on.”
With all the different parties
involved, the process of relationship
building and planning is not a swift
one. “From just a management
process, the lesson learned is
patience,” said Mr. Stribling. “We’ll
move slowly to make sure we do
everything right.” t
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In Christ there is no East or West
By Emily Cherry

T

The Korean Convocation is part of
the Episcopal Asiamerica Ministry
(EAM), which seeks to connect
“people and resources through
evangelism and mission, church
growth and revitalization, racial
justice and reconciliation in, among,
and beyond Asian communities in
the United States.” In April, a group
from Virginia traveled to South
Korea to attend the meeting of the
Korean Convocation. This particular
meeting, which had about 30 people
in attendance, marked the first time
that Korean American clergy had a
conference on Korean soil.
The Rt. Rev. David C. Jones,
bishop suffragan; the Rev. Valentine
Han, vicar of Holy Cross Korean
Church, Falls Church, and his wife,
Theresa; and the Rev. Young Choi,
vicar of St. Francis’ Korean Church,

McLean, and his wife, Mina, made
up the delegation from Virginia.
The Rt. Rev. Paul Kim, archbishop
of the Diocese of Seoul in the
Anglican Church of Korea, issued
an invitation to the guests from
Virginia. Also in attendance from
the United States were the Rt. Rev.
Diane Bruce, bishop suffragan of
the Diocese of Los Angeles, and the
Rev. Canon Victoria Heard, canon
missioner for church planting in the
Diocese of Dallas.
“The primary aim is the bonding
of the Korean clergy, both from
Korea and from the United States,”
said Bishop Jones. “The Anglican
Church is not that large in Korea, so
it means a lot for the clergy to have
fellowship with one another.” The
team spent time visiting diocesan
institutions, including the local

Anglican university, a homeless
shelter, a residential retirement
community and a center for migrant
workers. “The thing that impressed
me was the presence of the Church,
and the presence of the clergy,” said
Bishop Jones.
Another large goal of the
meeting was relationship building.
Partnerships such as these “open
the door for many, many faithful
ministries to follow,” said Bishop
Jones. But these relationships “must
be supported by both lay and
clergy ministries.”
“These relationships are
the fabric of the Anglican
Communion,” added Bishop
Jones. “The expense of the travel
is incidental compared to the trust
built through this overlapping
network of relationships.” t

A History Built on Seminarians
started holding Sunday school
classes in an old school house in
1880. Seminarians continued to use
the space to host worship services
until 1903, when a one-room woodframed chapel was constructed
under the name Christ Protestant
Episcopal Church of Groveton. The
chapel was destroyed by fire in
1929, and a new building was soon
constructed later that year, with
services still led by seminarians.

In the 1950s, the congregation
relocated to the present-day
building on South Kings Highway,
changing its name to St. Mark’s
Church to avoid confusion with the
nearby Christ Church, Alexandria.
St. Mark’s most recent addition
is a new building featuring a
kitchen, narthex, sacristy, offices,
classrooms and restrooms,
completed in June 2004. t
(Left) Charlotte Brown, St. Mark’s
historian, and Rob Bluey, senior warden,
prepare to unveil the historic marker as
Bishop Johnston looks on.
(Below) The Rev. John Weatherly, right, is
rector of St. Mark’s.

Photos: Lauren Szymanoski
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On Sunday, April 10, the Rt. Rev.
Shannon S. Johnston joined the
clergy, lay leaders and parishioners
of St. Mark’s, Alexandria in the
celebration of the unveiling
of a historical marker issued
by the Fairfax County History
Commission. St. Mark’s is the
first non-Colonial era church in
the county to have such a marker.
St. Mark’s began as the Groveton
Mission when two seminarians
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Outward Bound

The first in a series on ministry in our daily lives
By the Rev. Deacon Mary Beth Emerson

G

God, give me work till my life shall end,
and life till my work is done.
– Inscribed on the grave of writer
Winifred Holtby

is expanding to include St. David’s,
Ashburn and Leesburg Methodists
and Presbyterians, and Deli South’s
business has picked up, too.

Even the most “churched”
Episcopalians will only spend an
average of four to six hours per
week inside a church building. That
leaves some 164 hours to be lived
out in the world. Setting aside a
healthy number of hours for sleep,
study, nourishment and play, we
still wind up with an incredible
bank of time in which to be the
Body of Christ: at work, at home, at
school, in our relationships and in
all our daily interactions.
Kathryn Palen, formerly of
the Alban Institute, suggests that
many people within congregations
operate with a vision of ministry
that is way too limited. As a
hierarchical church, Episcopalians
often see “ministry” as something
best done by “professionals,” within
or at least sponsored by the church.
She also posits that we’ve learned
to lead compartmentalized lives,
disconnecting Sunday from the rest
of the week. Mystery has no place
in the board room, and the practice
of one’s faith should be confined to
home, a retreat center or a church
building. Ms. Palen’s prescription
for faith integration is to “do”
theology, practice spirituality and
tell our stories.
Chris Scharrer, owner of Deli
South in Leesburg, “does theology”
in that he describes his “faith, life
and work as completely intertwined.
There’s no two sides to this fence.”
When the Rev. Mary Davila of St.
James’, Leesburg discovered in 2009
that there were few opportunities
for the parish’s youth to participate
in feeding ministries, the idea
of “Grace to Go” was born. The
program provides meals for working
poor families – meals that are now
cooked and assembled by volunteers
on Sunday evenings in Deli South’s
kitchen, and distributed on Mondays.
“It was easy for me to say ‘yes,’”
says Mr. Scharrer. “People were
hurting, and I wanted to do my
part.” He also purchases food for the
program at discount. “Chris did this
at a time when his own business was
hurting,” turning himself outward.
Since then, “abundance has occurred
for all,” says Ms. Davila. Grace to Go

Not prosperity theology, but not
coincidence either
Dan Wilmoth tells “the Story”
and his story every chance he gets.
Visiting him at his workplace in the
Pentagon, the first stop is likely to
be the chapel, relocated to the site of
Flight 77’s entry into the building on
September 11, 2001. Religious tracts
from numerous faith traditions paper
the entry to the chaplain’s office, and
most of the Christian literature can
also be found near Mr. Wilmoth’s
desk. In 1988, he was introduced
to the practice of contemplative
prayer, and with encouragement
from his rector at Olivet, Alexandria,
began recognizing how integrated
his prayer work and his life’s
work were becoming. Formerly an
active duty Air Force officer whose
work included management of
humanitarian efforts and operations,
Mr. Wilmoth began to more fully
subscribe to the Strategic Air
Command’s motto: “peace is our
profession.” He currently serves as
the director of the Office of Readiness
for Nuclear Matters, Office of the
Assistant Secretary of Defense, and is
a postulant toward Holy Orders as a
vocational deacon.
Catherine Allen says that “being
immersed in God’s creation,” helps
her to practice Christian spirituality
and to expand the connection
between faith and work. Two and a
half years ago, Catherine was led into
“a year of listening” when her job as
an international research director
abruptly ended. In that listening
year, questions such as, “What is
enough...what are my gifts... and how
can I be a good steward?” arose. “We
all allow ourselves to be defined by
what we do,” says Ms. Allen. “Now
my job is to be a child of God.” Now
co-owner of Sun and Shade Garden
Service in Charlottesville,
Ms. Allen, without hesitation,
says that God spoke to her while
gardening. She listened, wrote a
business plan, and Sun and Shade’s
mission and focus became the
creation of sustainable, natural and
beautiful gardens for relaxation. A
member of Church of Our Saviour,
Charlottesville, she credits her

church community’s beautiful
liturgy, inclusiveness and her own
choir participation with equipping
her for ministry. “I get an amazing
acceptance of my conviction at
church … and friendship, and
closeness. It’s a family,” she says.
Equipping the saints
In an article in the Christian
Century, the Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel,
bishop of Olympia, says that the
20th century model of the big-staff,
big-program church is no longer
normative nor sustainable in a world
characterized by loose connections
and informal networking.
Congregations will need to think
about membership in new ways.
Bishop Rickel says we need to think
of congregations as base camps for
spiritual explorers.
He points to a small church in his
diocese where membership growth
is not a realistic goal. Nevertheless,
the congregation is a dynamic and
important part of the community,
because it serves as a community and
service center. Bishop Rickel likens
it to a base camp—a place along the
journey where people stop to receive
nourishment, training, basic supplies
and encouragement.
The Rev. Canon Fletcher Lowe
has been preaching the “base camp”
model and metaphor for years,
calling our Baptismal Covenant “a
job description for Christians …
eternally relevant.” Canon Lowe’s
passion for elevating the ministry of
the baptized was ignited in the 1960s,
when 17 industries closed shop in
the area around his South Carolina
parish. Individual and community
conversation began about faith and
work in the world. “Lay people have
nurtured me in this in every parish
I’ve worked in since: I’m trying to
enhance the value of ministry in
the workplace. The church needs to
focus on its timeless tasks in being
a place of worship, education and
community. But it also needs to
evaluate how well it is empowering
people for work those other six days.”
A retired priest of the Diocese
now serving at St. Paul’s, Richmond,
Canon Lowe is helping establish
“base camp” initiatives there,
among them a vision for St. Paul’s to
serve the 85,000 workers traveling
downtown each workday through

/ Daily Life continued on page 7
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Church of the Messiah, Fredericksburg hosted the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Virginia on
April 14 for their annual Prayer & Worship Retreat with retreat leader the Rev. Erika Takacs, associate rector
at Christ Church, Alexandria. Attendees gathered around the theme, “The Living Light: Seeing God in Daily
Living,” and spent time exploring how to feel God’s presence in the ordinary and everyday.
Daily Life continued from page 6 /

noon Eucharist and prayer, concerts
and educational offerings on ethics
and values in the workplace. St.
Paul’s members are ministered to
through “marketplace visits,” which
Canon Lowe calls “revolutionary
pastoral care: affirming people in
their strengths.” From a Rogation Day
sermon co-preached by lay leader
Phillip Brooks and Canon Lowe, at a
service affirming and blessing work
in the world: “after we as the church
gathered are nourished by the Food of

Christ for our journey, we go forth to
be the church scattered in our world.
It is then that worship connects with
work, that Sunday meets Monday,
that the liturgy comes to life.”
In describing the power of
Pentecost in the gift of the Holy
Spirit, authors James Pike and
Norman Pittenger in their 1958
book, The Faith of the Church, attempt
to describe the ongoing process of
faith integration, and the practice of
Christian spirituality: “sacraments,

sacrifice, prayer, study, constant
opening of heart, soul and mind to
the entrance of the Holy Ghost – this
is the Christian life in its fullest
sense – but only when expressed in
all relationships, in daily life and in
common duties. The grace of God
given by the Holy Ghost comes to us
as gift, and under one condition: our
readiness to pass on to others what
we have been given. The Christian is
to be the channel through which the
Spirit moves out into the world.” t
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bishop suffragan search

The Work of a Suffragan: An Interview with Bishop Jones

T

This interview is part of an ongoing
series as the Diocese prepares to elect
its next bishop suffragan. Here, the
Nominating Committee sits down
with the Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, our
current bishop suffragan, to learn
more about his ministry. See page 9 for
an update on the nomination process.
Nominating Committee (NC): Tell
us about the distinctive role of a
bishop suffragan: how is it different
from a diocesan bishop and how is
it similar?
Bishop Jones: In the first place, a
bishop suffragan is a permanent
assistant to the bishop diocesan and
exercises episcope (oversight) that
is shared with the diocesan, but
episcope that is delegated. In my own
case, I’m delegated to oversee the
mission churches of the Diocese of
Virginia, to oversee church planting
and to represent the Diocese in
ecumenical gatherings. I do all these
behalf of the bishop diocesan.
At the same time, I’m a member
of the House of Bishops and I
exercise episcope nationally and
internationally as a bishop of the
Church. That was best explained
to me by Bishop Lee before going
to my first meeting of the House of
Bishops: he advised me and Clay
Mathews not to look at him when we
voted. When we went to the House
of Bishops we were members of the
House of Bishops and called to vote
our conscience. It just happened
that Clay and I both voted against
a resolution posed by Bishop Lee!
There were people who teased both
of us and said we might be in the
doghouse, but we knew Bishop Lee
respected our positions and we
voted our consciences.
As a bishop of the Church,
I share in the governance of
the Church. I have chaired two
legislative committees at General
Convention; I presently serve on
the Title IV review committee of
the Episcopal Church; I’ve served
on four Standing Commissions
nationally. I do that exercising a
ministry of episcope. But while I
function as a bishop in the Diocese
of Virginia, in all things I function as
an assistant to the bishop diocesan.
NC: Some bishops suffragan have
said that because they do not have
the same responsibilities as a bishop
diocesan in running a jurisdiction,
they can focus their ministries

in ways that are particularly
meaningful to them. Have you
found this to be true, and if so how?
Bishop Jones: I was assigned
oversight of church planting, an
area of interest and passion for me
as well as the focus of my doctor of
ministry studies. I felt very much at
home rejoining a group of people

congregation come to life and seen
families tell me that their lives have
been transformed because of being
drawn into a church family—that
has been heartwarming and very
satisfying.
Week after week it has been
an extraordinary privilege to be
welcomed into congregations in the
Diocese. The respect that precedes

Bishop Jones, left, bishop suffragan, consults with Bishop Johnston at the 2010 closing of a
session of St. George’s Camp. The bishop suffragan is a permanent assistant to the bishop
diocesan who exercises delegated oversight that is shared by the diocesan.

with whom I had worked as a priest,
and felt I had some background to
take that on. I had served as chair
of the Missions Committee in the
Diocese of West Virginia before
coming to Virginia, and then chaired
what is now the Committee on
Congregational Missions.
I’ve also had an interest in
Africa, particularly Sudan. With the
agreement and encouragement of
the bishop diocesan, I’ve taken on
the role of president of the American
Friends of the Episcopal Church of
Sudan (AFRECS). In addition, I love
to lead vestry retreats and to teach—
especially to teach on gifts. In the
last 15 years I’ve been able to do this
quite a bit.
NC: As you look back on your
many years as bishop suffragan,
what have been some of the most
meaningful moments?
Bishop Jones: Breaking ground
for St. Peters in the Woods,
Fairfax Station—which had been
my [D.Min.] project thesis—was
especially meaningful. I never
dreamed when we started that
congregation that I would be
privileged to dedicate the building.
Every time I’ve seen a new

me and the love for the bishops of
Virginia has been palpable. Even
in my 16th year, I’m humbled by the
care given our bishops. This is a
wonderful Diocese to serve.
NC: Any final thoughts about the
role of bishop suffragan and any
words to our next bishop suffragan?
Bishop Jones: For me, I understand
my primary spiritual gift as the
gift of encouragement. I’ve been
able to thrive as a bishop suffragan
majoring in that gift. It’s been a
delight for me to work with an
extraordinary staff in Richmond
and extraordinary assistants at the
northern Virginia office: this has
allowed me to spread my wings
and exercise my own gifts. I hope
the person who follows me will
experience that same freedom to be
who they truly are and to exercise
the gifts they’ve been given.
I’m excited for the person we
raise up to be the next bishop in
this Diocese. It’s been a marvelous
experience for me; I know that
person will be loved. I hope that
person will be able to enter with an
open heart and mind and be led by
the Spirit into new adventures. t
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Update from the Nominating Committee
By the Rev. Alexander D. MacPhail, chair of the Communications Subcommittee

N

Nominations are open! The
Nominating Committee for the
next bishop suffragan invites
your suggestions of names for
consideration from July 1-31,
2011. The Committee is seeking a
comprehensive field of qualified
persons from the Episcopal clergy;
therefore, we desire that the
list will include many women,
African-Americans and others
from minority groups.
Links to the profile of the
Diocese and nomination form are
available on the diocesan Web site
at thediocese.net. Any questions
may be directed to: suffragan_
nominations@thediocese.net. You
will need to have the permission
of the priest you are suggesting for
nomination prior to submitting
the form.
Those whose names are
suggested will be asked to submit
a résumé (or curriculum vitæ),
their current Office of Transition
Ministry (OTM) portfolio, answers
to essay questions provided by

the Committee, the references
of three people and the names
of the bishops under which they
have served. The Committee will
review this information with strict
confidentiality.
We wish to thank the 1,124
respondents to the survey of the
Diocese, which was created and
analyzed pro bono by the president
and CEO of Customer Care
Measurement and Consulting,
Scott M. Broetzmann, a member of

St. Paul’s Church, Alexandria. The
responses were sufficient to provide
relatively precise data for creating
the profile.
Representatives of the
Nominating Committee interviewed
Bishop Johnston and Bishop Jones as
well as the staff of the Mayo Memorial
Church House. Data from these
interviews will inform our interviews
with potential nominees, and provide
a sense of the scope of the next Bishop
Suffragan’s ministry t.

Timeline
February 3, 2012: The Committee will present a slate of not fewer than
four nor more than six nominees. At least one nominee shall have had
experience serving as an ordained person in the Diocese of Virginia.
March 19-24, 2012: The Transition Committee will coordinate walkabouts of
the nominees.
April 21, 2012: The Special Council for the election of our new bishop
suffragan will take place, location TBA.
July 28, 2012: Pending the consent of the General Convention
(meeting July 5-12, 2012), the new bishop suffragan will be consecrated.
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Law and Order…and Grace
By the Rev. Canon Susan E. Goff

T

TV crime dramas present a legal system that is
fast-paced, electrifying, even sensational. Real life
procedures are slower with greater complexity and
higher stakes, because they affect the real lives of
real people. On July 1, the new procedures for the
ecclesiastical discipline of clergy took effect in the
Episcopal Church. These new Title IV Canons are
not simply a revision of the old canons (church laws).
Instead, they outline a completely redesigned process
to help the Church address serious misconduct by
its ordained leaders. The new process intentionally
provides for law and order interpreted through a large
measure of grace as it emphasizes pastoral care for all
and seeks to promote repentance, forgiveness, healing,
reconciliation, justice, restitution and amendment of life.
The Q&A that accompanies this article answers basic
questions about the new process and how it works.
It will take a large community of people in the
Diocese of Virginia to make this process flow and to keep
the focus on grace and healing. Volunteers are needed
to fulfill the roles of investigator, conciliator, advisor and
pastoral care team member. You may nominate yourself
or someone else for a role by filling out the form on the
diocesan Web site at thediocese.net. Click on Resources,
then click on Ecclesiastical Discipline.
What Standards of Conduct for Clergy are named in
the New Title IV?
Every Member of the Clergy shall:
t Respect and preserve confidences of others (with
some specific exceptions).
t Conform to the Rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer.
t Abide by the promises and vows made when ordained.

t Safeguard the property and funds of the Church
and Community.
t Abide by the requirements of any applicable Accord
or Order, Pastoral Direction, restriction on ministry,
or placement on Administrative Leave.
t Report to the Intake Officer all matters which may
constitute an Offense.
Every Member of the Clergy shall refrain from:
t Any act of sexual misconduct.
t Holding and teaching publicly or privately, and
advisedly, any doctrine contrary to that held by
the Church.
t Engaging in any secular employment, calling or
business without the consent of the bishop.
t Being absent from the Diocese for more than two
years without the consent of the bishop.
t Any criminal act that reflects adversely on the
member of the clergy’s honesty, trustworthiness or
fitness as a minister of the Church.
t Conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or
misrepresentation.
t Habitual neglect of the exercise of the ministerial
office without cause, or habitual neglect of public
worship, and of the Holy Communion.
t Any conduct unbecoming a member of the clergy.
t Violating the Constitution or Canons of the Church or
of any diocese.
t Failing to cooperate with any investigation or
proceeding conducted under this Title.
t Intentionally and maliciously bringing a false
accusation or providing false testimony in any

/ Title IV continued on page 11

Prevention of Sexual Misconduct: Help Wanted!
By the Rev. Cathy Tibbetts

A

As the Episcopal Church rolls out new
canons on ecclesiastical discipline,
the Diocese of Virginia rolls out new
requirements for the training of laity
and clergy. These policies, developed
by the Committee on the Prevention
of Sexual Misconduct, represent a
commitment to giving all ministers,
whether lay or ordained, the support
they need to protect and nurture the
wellbeing of those they serve.
t All Eucharistic visitors and other
ministers who offer one-on-one
pastoral care beyond the parish
walls are required to complete a
90-minute Abbreviated Prevention
of Adult Misconduct Training
program. This program includes
a segment on recognizing and
reporting elder abuse. As of
July 1, all applicants for new or
renewed licenses must submit
documentation of successful
completion of the abbreviated

training with their applications.
t All clergy and lay ministers who
were certified in the Prevention of
Sexual Misconduct more than 10
years ago are required to renew
their certification by completing
the 90-minute Abbreviated
Prevention of Adult Misconduct
Training program and the 90minute Abbreviated Prevention of
Child Abuse Training program.
More information about the
abbreviated training program can
be found at thediocese.net under the
Resources tab. A listing of prevention
training programs, complete with
easy online registration, is also
posted on the Web site.
t The policy requiring training for
adults who take mission trips
remains in place. This policy is:
For any diocesan mission trip,
whether foreign or domestic,

where missioners will meet or
work with anyone under the age
of 18 or where the mission trip
includes any participants under
the age of 18, all adult participants
are required to have completed
the training for the prevention
of child abuse and child sexual
misconduct before the trip begins.
Adult leaders of all mission trips
are required to have completed the
training for the prevention of child
abuse and child sexual misconduct
before the trip begins.
If you are interested in becoming
more involved in this important
ministry, we invite you to be in touch
with the co-chairs of the Committee
on the Prevention of Sexual
Misconduct: the Rev. Jackie Thomson
(jackie@stannes-reston.org) and
the Rev. Cathy Tibbetts (ctibbetts@
thefallschurch-episcopal.org). t
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Diocesan Leaders Participate in Training

N

Title IV continued from page 10 /

investigation or proceeding under this Title.

What is actionable?
To be actionable, the conduct complained of must
be material and substantial or of clear and weighty
importance to the ministry of the Church
To whom does one report information regarding
offences?
Information regarding offences is reported to one
of the two diocesan intake officers appointed by Bishop
Johnston: the Rev. Caroline Parkinson and the Rev.
Randall Prior.
What happens when a report is made?
A series of conversations begins. An agreement
may be reached during any one of the conversations. If
an agreement is not reached, the matter proceeds to the
next conversation. The goal of every conversation is to
reach an accord, a written resolution which is negotiated
and agreed among the parties. The conversations, in
ascending order, take place with:
t The intake officer.
t A reference panel made up of the intake officer,
bishop and president of the Disciplinary Board.
t A conference panel made up of one to three members
of the Disciplinary Board.
t A hearing panel made up of three different members
of the Disciplinary Board.
t The provincial court of review.
Who serves on the Disciplinary Board?
Members of the Disciplinary Board are elected by
the Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia. 2011
members are: Mr. Julian Bivins Jr., Mr. Alexander
Slaughter; the Rev. Torrence Harman, the Rev. Alexander
MacPhail, Ms. Alisha King, Ms. Peggy Miller, the Rev.
Louise “Weezie” Blanchard, the Rev. Matt Johnson, Ms.
Janet Peyton, the Rev. Laura Inscoe, the Rev. Hal White.

Photo: John Dixon

New policies regarding the
Prevention of Sexual Abuse and
Misconduct training for clergy
and lay leaders went into effect
on July 1, requiring all those who
were certified in the training more
than 10 years ago to renew their
certification by completing both the
90-minute Abbreviated Prevention
of Adult Misconduct Training
and the 90-minute Abbreviated
Prevention of Child Abuse Training.
On June 17, the Rev. Hilary West,
assistant rector at Christ Church,
Glen Allen (far left) conducts both
refresher training workshops for
(from left to right), the Rev. Canon
Susan E. Goff, the Rt. Rev. David
C. Jones, the Rt. Rev. Shannon S.
Johnston and the Rt. Rev. Edwin F.
“Ted” Gulick at the diocesan offices
at Mayo Memorial Church House. t

How can I get involved?
We need appropriate persons from across the
Diocese to serve in four areas. You may nominate
yourself or someone else to serve in one of these roles.
t Investigators – Persons with sufficient knowledge,
skill, experience and training to conduct
investigations and to make formal reports of
investigations. Investigators use appropriate
investigative means, with due consideration to
pastoral sensitivities.
t Advisors – Persons who support, assist, consult
with and advise Complainants (those who bring
information to the Intake Officer) and Respondents
(those who are the subject of matters reported) in any
matter of discipline.
t Conciliators – Persons skilled in dispute resolution
techniques who seek a resolution that promotes
repentance, forgiveness, healing, reconciliation,
justice, restitution and amendment of life among the
Complainant, Respondent, affected Community and
others involved in the matter.
t Pastoral Care Team Members – Persons with skills
in prayer and pastoral care who provide care for
the Complainant, the Complainant’s family, the
Respondent, the Respondent’s family, Injured Persons,
Injured Persons’ families, any affected Community,
witnesses and the Disciplinary Board.
You may nominate yourself or someone else for a
role by filling out the form on the diocesan Web site
at thediocese.net. Click on Resources, then click on
Ecclesiastical Discipline.
Where can I find more information?
More details about the process, including names
and roles of others who are involved, and a link to the
full text of the canons can be found on the diocesan Web
site at thediocese.net. Click on Resources, then click on
Ecclesiastical Discipline. t
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Surprised by Prayer

I

In my pastoral address at this year’s Annual Council,
I addressed the ongoing discussions about same-sex
relationships and the Church. Of course, this issue
has been debated across the Episcopal Church for
more than 30 years now, but my remarks did break
some new ground for the Diocese of Virginia. It was
not particularly news that
I reiterated my support for
same-sex couples; after all, I
had made that clear on several
occasions during the nomination
and election process when I
became bishop coadjutor back
in 2007. I am convinced–both
theologically and experientially–
that committed, monogamous
same-sex relationships can
be faithful in and to the
Christian life. What was news in that pastoral address
was the announcement that I would “begin working
immediately with those congregations that want to
establish the parameters for the ‘generous pastoral
response’ that the 2009 General Convention called
for with respect to same-gender couples in Episcopal
churches.” I continued by saying that “it is my hope that
the 2012 General Convention will authorize the formal
blessing of same-gender unions for those clergy in
places that want to celebrate them. Until then, we might
not be able to do all that we would want to do but, in my
judgment, it is right to do something and it is time to do
what we can.”
This announcement pleasantly surprised some
people and at the same time disappointed (even
angered) others. Both reactions sprang from the fact
that previously I had been moving rather cautiously
in these matters. It is my strong sense that we must be
quite sensitive to the possibility of even further division
within the Church at large and the Diocese at home.
Why the change? It isn’t because the realities on the
ground have changed that much and it most certainly
isn’t because I am less concerned about divisiveness
(quite the contrary). I write now to tell you what I can
about the most unusual and powerful experience that
necessitated (I choose that word carefully and pointedly)
my announcement.
I am actually somewhat reluctant to write about
this because what happened occurred in private prayer
and therefore cannot be fully (or even satisfactorily)
articulated. It was only two days before the Annual
Council last January. I was keeping my usual routine
of prayer, which is largely “quiet” internally–a time of
listening to God’s presence. As I prayed for guidance,
an absolutely overwhelming sense–sudden and out-ofthe-blue–said “MOVE … NOW.” That’s all. But at that
point I had total clarity as to what this moment was
all about. I am not a black-or-white type of person (I
actually prefer the shades of grey) and so such certainty
is very rare for me. Moreover, I’ve never had this kind
of revelation in prayer before and I am quite skeptical
about reports of this kind of experience. As I write, this
all feels like a gross understatement but I don’t have
any more words to describe what happened. In the end,
I knew I had to go back to the drawing board for my
pastoral address, the result of which I’ve quoted above.
Throughout my spiritual life, I have learned that a
primary way in which the Holy Spirit works with me is

through the unlikely. This has been true ever since my
call to the priesthood when I was in the ninth grade. It
has been that way all through my life as a priest, and
the rule was surely proven again when I was nominated
and elected a bishop for Virginia. Because of this life of
experience with “the unlikely” I have come to trust such
times. That MOVE–NOW experience in prayer more
than qualifies as one of the strongest I’ve known.
And so “move” I have done. With the Standing
Committee’s advice and concurrence, I met on April
28 with a group of 24 clergy who had self-identified
as being ready to proceed with the recognition of
same-sex relationships in their congregations. At that
meeting, I made it clear that we are not talking about
“marriage,” which by definition in the Book of Common
Prayer is between a man and a woman. Consequently,
the Prayer Book’s marriage service may not be used
or mimicked by simply editing it. Until the General
Convention specifically provides otherwise, there will
be no officially authorized liturgy for general use.
Liturgies would be locally produced and approved on a
case-by-case basis. Also, I set three criteria to be met to
my satisfaction before I would give permission for this
local option: (1) A statement of where the congregation
is with this issue. What preparation has been done?
What program of teaching was followed? (2) Has this
been discussed with the vestry or vestry committee?
What is their position? (3) A substantial exposition of
the theology of recognizing same-sex relationships.
This must include exegesis of the relevant passages
from Scripture, not neglecting those which are cited as
speaking negatively about same-sex couples. If any of
this seems to be over the top, I reply by saying a change
of this magnitude requires extraordinary considerations.
Three such applications have been received and I am
now reviewing them. I plan to hold additional meetings
for those who wish to consider this process. I will also
hold meetings for those clergy whose discernment
has led them to conclude that blessing same-sex
relationships cannot be part of their ministry, strongly
assuring them that their position and witness will
continue to be wholly respected. I am neither so naive
nor so prideful as to overlook the fact that others have
also prayed and received answers different from my
own. This is precisely why we need one another during
these challenging times.
I ask you to pray faithfully. As I have been so
affectingly reminded, prayer is powerful. Pray for your
own ongoing discernment and pray for the life, witness
and ministry of our diocese. May God bless us all as we
seek to be faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Bishops’ Visitations Clergy Changes
Bishop Johnston

July 3
a.m.	Cathedral Shrine of the
Transfiguration, Orkney Springs
July 10
a.m. St. John’s, Arlington
July 17
a.m. St. Mary’s Whitechapel, Lively
p.m. St. Mary’s, Fleeton
July 24
a.m. St. Paul’s, Ivy
July 31
a.m. Abingdon, White Marsh
p.m. Kingston Parish, Mathews
August 7
a.m. St. Luke’s Wellington,
Alexandria
August 14
a.m. St. John’s, West Point
p.m. Immanuel, King & Queen
August 21
a.m. St. Bartholomew’s, Richmond

Bishop Jones

July 3
a.m. St. Peter’s, Oak Grove
a.m. St. James’, Montross
July 10
a.m.	Hanover with Brunswick,
King George
p.m. St. Peter’s, Port Royal
July 17
a.m. Vauter’s, Loretto
a.m. St. Paul’s, Owens
July 24
a.m. Trinity, Upperville
August 28
a.m. Calvary, Hanover

Bishop Gulick

July 17
a.m.	Immanuel Old Church,
Mechanicsville
July 24
a.m. Wicomico, Wicomico Church
p.m. St. John’s, Warsaw
July 31
a.m. St. Stephen’s, Culpeper
p.m. Little Fork Church, Rixeyville

t The Rev. Grant Ambrose has
been called as assistant rector of St.
Mary’s, Arlington. He is a recent
graduate of Virginia Theological
Seminary and will begin his
ministry in July.

t The Rev. Charles Alexander
Riffe has been called as director of
youth and young adult ministry at
St. James’s, Richmond. He is a recent
graduate of Yale Divinity School.

t The Rev. Joshua Caler joined the
staff of Christ Church Cathedral
in Nashville, Tenn. He is a recent
graduate of Duke University
Divinity School and was ordained
as a transitional deacon on June 4.

t The Rev. John Runkle is serving
as a part-time assistant at St. Mary’s,
Arlington, and is continuing
his ministry as a consultant in
architectural history. He was
previously on the staff of the
Washington National Cathedral.

t The Rev. Bridget Coffey has
been called as assistant rector
at Christ Church, Winchester,
beginning June 26. She previously
served at St. Paul’s, Centreville, Md.
as interim minister for children,
youth and young adults.

t The Rev. Dr. Haywood B.
Spangler has accepted the position
of the director of education at
leadership Metro Richmond as of
June 1. He has served as rector of
St. Bartholomew’s, Richmond,
since 2004.

t The Rev. Jennifer R. Durant
has been called by Church of Our
Savior, Charlottesville as assistant
rector. She is a recent graduate of
Virginia Theological Seminary and
will begin her ministry at Church of
Our Savior in August.

t The Rev. Pamela Webb has
been called as interim rector of
Emmanuel, Brook Hill, Richmond.
She has served as interim rector of
Church of the Holy Comforter in
Burlington, N.C.

t The Rev. Dan Eckman is retiring
from his position as rector of
Emmanuel, Alexandria as of July
31. He has been rector of Emmanuel
since 2000.
t The Rev. Carmen Germino has
been called as assistant rector of St.
James’s, Richmond. She is a recent
graduate of Yale Divinity School.
t The Rev. Kathy Guin has been
called as assistant vicar at St. Peter’s
in the Woods, Fairfax Station.
She graduated from Virginia
Theological Seminary in May and
was ordained as a transitional
deacon on June 4. She began her
ministry there on June 12.
t The Rev. Cuthbert Mandell has
announced his retirement as rector
of Aquia Church, Stafford, effective
June 30, 2011. He has served as
rector at Aquia since 2001.
t The Rev. Karin D. MacPhail has
been appointed priest-in-charge
at Cunningham Chapel Parish,
Millwood, as of September 1, 2011.
She has been serving as supply
priest there.
t The Rev. Theodore “Ted”
McConnell has been called as
interim rector of Kingston Parish,
Mathews. He had most recently
served as interim rector of Calvary
Church and St. Luke’s Church in
Tarboro, N.C.

t The Rev. Joy Clee Weiher has
been called as assistant rector of
Church of the Holy Cross, Dunn
Loring, beginning in August. She
previously served as rector of St.
Luke’s, Remington, and vicar of
Christ Church, Brandy Station.
t The Rev. Barbara C. “Bambi”
Willis has been appointed priestin-charge at St. Asaph’s, Bowling
Green, where she has served as
interim rector.

Deaths
t Mr. Paul Brockman, a member
of the Standing Committee Class
of 2013, died on Wednesday,
May 11. Mr. Brockman was a
member of St. Paul’s Memorial,
Charlottesville and a former
member of Christ Church,
Alexandria and The Falls
Church, Falls Church. In addition
to his service on the Standing
Committee, he was an active lay
leader in the Diocese of Virginia
for 40 years. Mr. Brockman
served as an alternate lay deputy
to General Convention in 2009
and as a delegate to diocesan
Council from 2005-2011. Mr.
Brockman is survived by his
wife, Nancy, two daughters and
three grandchildren.
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La carTa del obispo

Sorprendido por la oración

E

En mi discurso pastoral durante el último Concilio Anual
yo hablé sobre las discusiones sobre las relaciones entre
personas del mismo sexo que están teniendo lugar en
la Iglesia. Este es un tema que ha sido debatido en toda
la Iglesia Episcopal durante más de 30 años pero mis
palabras comenzaron algo nuevo dentro de la Diócesis
de Virginia. No era nada
particularmente nuevo que yo
manifestara mi apoyo hacia las
parejas del mismo sexo pues de
todos modos yo lo había hecho
varias veces durante el proceso
previo a mi nominación y
elección como obispo coadjutor
en el 2007. Estoy convencido
tanto teológicamente como por
mi experiencia que las relaciones
estables, monógamas entre
personas del mismo sexo pueden ser fieles y fidedignas
en la vida cristiana. Lo que fue novedoso en mi discurso
pastoral fue el anuncio que yo comenzaría “a trabajar
inmediatamente con aquellas congregaciones que desean
establecer los parámetros de una ‘respuesta pastoral
generosa’ convocada por la Convención General de 2009
en relación con las parejas de personas del mismo sexo
en las iglesias episcopales.” Además dije: “espero que la
Convención General de 2012 autorice la bendición formal
de uniones de personas del mismo sexo para los clérigos
y congregaciones que deseen hacerlo. Hasta entonces,
tal vez no podamos hacer todo lo que quisiéramos hacer;
pero creo que es justo hacer algo y es hora de hacerlo.”
Este anuncio fue una grata sorpresa para algunos
y frustrante (o aun irritante) para otros. Ambas
reacciones surgieron porque con anterioridad yo me
había comportado con mucha cautela sobre estos temas.
Soy muy consciente que debemos estar atentos a la
posibilidad de más divisiones en toda la Iglesia y aun en
nuestra propia diócesis. ¿Entonces por qué hacerlo? No
es porque la situación ha cambiado tanto o que no me
preocupa lo divisorio del tema pues es todo lo contrario.
Ahora les quiero escribir sobre una de las experiencias
más inusuales y poderosas que constriñeron (y uso esta
palabra en forma cuidadosa y meticulosa) mi anuncio.
En realidad tengo cierta renuencia en escribirles sobre
esto porque ocurrió en el contexto de mis devociones
privadas y por lo tanto no puede ser explicado plenamente
(o satisfactoriamente). Esto ocurrió en enero dos días antes
del Concilio Anual. Yo estaba siguiendo mi rutina habitual
de oración que en general es un tiempo muy tranquilo
en mi alma: es una ocasión para escuchar en la presencia
de Dios. Mientras que estaba pidiendo por dirección fui
sobrecogido por un sentir repentino y extraordinario
diciéndome: “MUÉVETE... AHORA.” Esto es todo. Pero
en ese momento yo sabía con toda claridad sobre qué se
trataba. Yo no soy una persona que me gusta lo blanco o
lo negro (en realidad, prefiero matices de gris) y esta clase
de certidumbre es muy rara. Por otra parte, yo nunca antes
tuve esta clase de experiencias en oración y en general
soy muy escéptico sobre esta clase de experiencias. Al
escribir estas palabras todo esto parece muy simple, pero
francamente no tengo otras palabras para describir lo
sucedido. Yo supe que debía volver a revisar el borrador
de mi discurso pastoral y el resultado es lo que les he
dicho hace un momento.
Durante toda mi vida espiritual he aprendido que
la forma principal en que el Espíritu Santo obra en mí

es por medio de lo poco habitual. Ha sido cierto desde
que recibí mi llamado al sacerdocio cuando estaba en el
noveno grado. Lo ha sido durante toda mi vida sacerdotal
y esto se volvió a probar cuando fui nominado y elegido
como obispo para Virginia. Debido a mi experiencia con
lo poco habitual en mi vida, he llegado a confiar en estas
situaciones. Esta experiencia del MUÉVETE... AHORA
durante mi tiempo de oración es una de las más profundas
que yo he tenido alguna vez.
Así que me he “movido.” Siguiendo el consejo y la
concurrencia del Comité Permanente me reuní el 28 de
abril con un grupo de 24 clérigos que se habían dicho
que estaban listos para proceder con el reconocimiento
de las relaciones entre personas del mismo sexo en sus
congregaciones. Durante la reunión dejé bien en claro que
no estamos hablando de “matrimonio”, que por definición
del Libro de Oración Común es entre un hombre y
una mujer. Por lo tanto, no se puede usar el Rito del
Matrimonio del Libro de Oración Común o emularlo con
un simple cambio de palabras. Hasta que la Convención
General no lo apruebe no habrá una liturgia oficialmente
aprobada para el uso general. Las liturgias [a ser usadas]
deben producirse localmente y aprobadas una por una.
También, he establecido tres criterios que deben cumplirse
a mi satisfacción antes de permitir esta opción local: (1)
Una declaración sobre el sentir de la congregación sobre
este tema. ¿Qué preparación se ha hecho? ¿Qué programa
educativo se ha usado? (2) ¿Ha sido esto tratado por la
Junta Administrativa? ¿Cuál es su posición sobre el tema?
(3) Una substanciosa exposición sobre la teología del
reconocimiento de las relaciones entre personas del mismo
sexo. Esto debe incluir una exégesis de los pasajes bíblicos
correspondientes sin ignorar aquellos que se citan para
hablar negativamente sobre las parejas del mismo sexo.
Si a algunos esto les parece exagerado, yo he respondido
diciendo que un cambio de esta magnitud requiere una
reflexión extraordinaria.
He recibido tres solicitudes y ahora las estoy
evaluando. Pienso mantener reuniones adicionales con
aquellos que desean considerar el proceso. También me
reuniré con los clérigos que hayan llegado a la conclusión
que la bendición de las relaciones entre personas del
mismo sexo no puede ser parte de su ministerio para
asegurarles que su posición y testimonio serán totalmente
respetados. No soy ingenuo ni orgulloso como para
ignorar el hecho que otras personas también han orado
y han recibido respuestas diferentes a la mía. Esta es la
razón por la cual nos necesitamos unos a otros durante
estas circunstancias tan difíciles.
Les pido que sigan orando mucho. Como me ha sido
concedido apreciar, la oración es poderosa. Oren por
su propio proceso de discernimiento y por la vida, el
testimonio y el ministerio de nuestra diócesis. Que Dios
nos bendiga a todos en este proceso de mantenernos fieles
al Evangelio de Jesucristo.

– Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Mansella.
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Litigation Update
A letter from Henry D.W. Burt, secretary of the Diocese

W

When both sides rested June 6 in the
Circuit Court of Fairfax County, it
marked the end of the trial seeking
to return the seven remaining
properties occupied by the CANA
congregations to the mission of the
Episcopal Church. The trial, which
began April 25 and spanned seven
weeks, included evidence presented
by all parties, including testimony
from dozens of witnesses.
Now that the trial phase is over,
both sides will make three rounds
of legal briefs, which will lay out the
parties’ arguments. Once briefing is
completed in October 2011, the court
will consider the arguments and
evidence, and issue a ruling. We do
not know when that will occur, as
this is a complex case with literally
thousands of exhibits and weeks of
testimony. As such, I would expect

the court to take some significant
time to hand down its decision.
Many of you have asked me
how trial has gone. It is always
unwise to speculate about such
things, and I will not do so here.
But, having attended all but a few
days of the trial, I can say without
reservation or hesitation that our
trial team, consisting of George A.
Somerville, Mary C. Zinsner, Joshua
D. Heslinga, and led by Bradfute W.
Davenport Jr., did a tremendously
able job. Representing the Episcopal
Church were Chancellor David
Booth Beers and special counsel
Mary E. Kostel, who are also to be
commended for outstanding efforts
on behalf of the Church.
Please do not read into my
praise of the trial team’s work a
prediction of any particular result.

Why is this an important project for
the youth of our diocese to support?
Every 60 seconds a child dies of
malaria. This is an unsettling statistic.
Malaria is a troubling issue around
the world, but especially in subSaharan Africa because 90 percent
of all malaria deaths occur in that
region. How can this many people be
dying daily when simple mosquito
nets could save them? The youth of
our diocese have the ability, and now
the opportunity, to save millions
of lives. Spreading education about
malaria and preventing it with nets
is a really easy mission for anyone to
undertake.
NetsforLife wants to send 7
million malaria-preventing nets
to sub-Saharan Africa by 2013. My

As always, please pray for all people
affected by this litigation.
Faithfully,
Henry D.W. Burt
Secretary of the Diocese

young people about issues, such as
malaria, they will be the ones that
want to take action enthusiastically.

NetsforLife continued from page 1 /

Citizen Project in which students are
required to spend six hours working
with or for an organization of their
choice. I heard about NetsforLife last
fall at multiple Parish Youth Ministry
events and I decided to chose it. After
a few short conversations with Nina
Bacas, the diocesan coordinator for
Episcopal Relief & Development, I
became the lead youth representative
for the Diocese of Virginia’s Bishops’
NetsforLife Inspiration Fund
campaign. My involvement in this
campaign is much more than a
history project now. I am so excited
about this campaign, and I hope that
the youth of our diocese will share
that excitement.

But I believe it is important to share
my impression with you, especially
in light of the death on the eve of
trial of our beloved chancellor,
Russell V. Palmore Jr. Russ was
a treasured friend and respected
colleague of all members of the legal
team, both ours and the Episcopal
Church’s. All members of the team
are to be commended for their
ability to forge ahead, and do so
very capably, despite this tragic and
very personal loss.

Emma Wright, the lead youth representative
for the Bishops’ NetsforLife Inspiration
Fund, addresses the members of the 216th
Annual Council in Reston in January 2011.
Learn more at thediocese.net/
Mission/NetsforLife.

goal is for the youth of our diocese
to contribute 20,000 of those 7
million nets by Holy Week 2012.
Sending 20,000 nets would save
60,000 lives and change many more.
The youth today are constantly
connected by technology to people
and issues throughout the world.
This empowers us to take action
and solve those issues. If all of the
youth work together to educate their
parishes about malaria and raise
money to send nets and education
to Africa, then together we can save
the lives of African youth not so
different from ourselves.
Do you have any thoughts on the
best way to get youth involved in
projects such as this?
I believe that if you educate

How has the campaign progressed
since the roll-out in January?
It’s been great! We’ve had
four youth malaria trainings in
northern Virginia and one at Shrine
Mont, and Mrs. Bacas has spoken
at several adult forums. We look
forward to many more trainings
and talks across our diocese before
the campaign wraps up by Holy
Week 2012.
A number of parishes have
already completed their campaigns.
St. John’s, McLean held an all-ages
bike ride and service fair in April,
raising funds for over 700 nets. Two
14-year-old girls from St. James’,
Leesburg set up a NetsforLife table
and took a collection over three
Sundays, resulting in donations for
nearly 100 nets. At my own parish,
St. Mary’s, Arlington, we just
launched our summer campaign
where I delivered a sermon about
NetsforLife on Youth Sunday. My
theme was that while a large goal
can sometimes seem daunting, if we
break it up and work together then
amazing results can be achieved.
I know that’s true for the Diocese
of Virginia’s Bishops’ NetsforLife
Inspiration Fund. Please follow our
progress on our Facebook page! t
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Enabling Growth and Mission

T

The churches of the Diocese of
Virginia are an ambitious bunch,
with plans to improve facilities,
support local feeding programs and
bring resources to the needy across
the globe. This year, the Diocese of
Virginia awarded over $35,000 in
grants to support these ministries.
The 2011 grants were awarded
in two categories. The Mustard
Seed Fund strengthens the various
ministries of the Diocese of
Virginia in the areas of youth and
college ministries, local outreach,
world mission and strengthening
local churches. The Bishop Peter
James Lee Endowment for Small
Church Revitalization contributes
to the various ministries of
small churches in the Diocese of
Virginia. Originally called the
Bishop’s Endowment for Small
Church Revitalization, these grants
are funded through an initial
gift provided by the Elis Olsson
Memorial Foundation. These grant
projects will advance the mission
of a parish, mission, or college
chaplaincy by enabling growth
through development or expansion
of new programs, ministries,
initiatives and facilities. Small
churches of the Diocese of Virginia,

with an average Sunday attendance
of 200 persons or fewer, are eligible.
Here’s a look at the ministries
that will benefit from 2011 diocesan
grant funds, as recommended by
the Committee for Human Need,
the Committee on Congregational
Development and the Committee on
World Mission and approved by the
Executive Board.

community garden from which
donates its bounty to local food
pantries, including the CornerStone
Food Bank operated by St. David’s,
Aylett. This garden is on church
property and thrives thanks to
parishioners’ volunteer labor. The
grant will help fund seeds, plants,
lumber for garden beds, fencing,
and garden tools.

The Bishop Peter James Lee
Small Church Revitalization Fund

St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach
Handicap Accessibility and Parish Hall
Improvements, $2,747

Christ Church, Middlesex
Church Facilities Improvements, $7,500

Christ Church will use their
grant to repair peeling walls
and cabinets, replace
the deteriorated
Sacristy floor and
help with the
historical restoration
of the old windows
of the church.
Immanuel Church,
Old Church,
Mechanicsville
The Immanuel
Community Garden,
$2,500

Immanuel
Church started a

Grant funds will help St.
Mary’s remodel two bathrooms
in the parish hall to be handicap
accessible, and will also
allow for needed repairs
to the hall itself.
Trinity Church,
Charlottesville
Upgrade Bathrooms,
$7,686

Trinity’s grant
will enable some
needed repairs in
two bathrooms,
including replacing
the wall heaters
with new smaller

/ Grants continued on page 18

Nine Celebrate Ordination

Photo: Lindsay Ryland

A large group celebrated their ordination to the transitional diaconate on June 4 at Christ Church, Glen Allen.
Pictured left to right are the Rev. Joshua Caler; the Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, bishop suffragan; the Rev. Kathy
Guin; the Rev. Lauren Winner; the Rev. Amelie Wilmer; the Rev. Tracy Kelly; the Rev. Young Choi; the Rt. Rev.
Shannon S. Johnston, bishop; the Rev. June Hardy Dorsey; the Rev. Herbert Jones; and the Rev. Evelyn Wheeler.
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Care, Compassion and ‘Unbeatable Hugs’
PYM recognizes Tom and Janet Smallwood
By Michael Wade

S

Sixteen months ago, when I joined
the bishop’s staff, one of my first
assignments was to become the
Parish Youth Ministry staff liaison.
My previous experience with PYM
was over nine years ago as a high
school student, so I knew in a lot of
ways this would be like re-learning
how to ride a bike. When my
responsibilities were laid out, I have
to admit I was apprehensive about
how I’d perform them and even a
little overwhelmed. When I learned
that Tom and Janet Smallwood were
among the adults who support the
PYM Committee, however, I knew I
was going to be just fine.
Tom and Janet Smallwood have
been working as volunteer adult
chaperones for the Parish Youth
Ministry committee for 14 years,
and “retired” from this role in
May of this year. Those 14 years
have included countless youth
retreats at Shrine Mont, attending
meetings too numerous to count
in Fredericksburg and planning

weekends in a number of different
locations – most a long haul from
their home parish of St. Peter’s, Oak
Grove. If you could catch a glimpse
of their odometer, PYM alone would
put it in the thousands.
But time and gas money are

Janet and Tom Smallwood recently “retired”
from 14 years of volunteer youth ministry.

Caring for God’s Creation in an
ever-challenging environment
Join us as we continue to explore more strategies and technologies to improve
water quality and promote sustainability of the water supply

Water Sustainability Conference,
Part II
Continuing the Dialogue
Who? The Diocese of Virginia’s Stewardship of Creation Committee
When? Saturday, September 10, 2011, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where? TBD (email Craig Dubishar, Chair, at wcdubi@gmail.com for location)
Why? Because we are all Stewards of His glorious Creation!

To learn more about water sustainability issues and the SoCC, visit us at:
http://caringforgodscreation.net/Water_Ministry/

just the beginning. Working PYM
weekends and events means
showing positive energy and giving
encouraging words when things
seem chaotic. It involves managing
logistics behind the scenes and
working with new chaperones,
welcoming them with open arms.
It means gently and mindfully
critiquing the committee to help
them reach their full potential.
It means being a consistent and
reliable resource that youth and
leader alike can really learn to count
on. It means so much on so many
levels and their contributions can
not be overstated. We asked some
of the current PYM Committee
members to share their memories
of the Smallwoods and they were
happy to oblige:
“The Smallwoods are the most
sincere and most dedicated people
that I have met during my time
at PYM. Both Smallwoods have
encouraged me to do my best at
college, and let me know that I am
never alone … that I always have a
family with God and at Shrine Mont”
–Matt Nobile, PYM Class of 2011
“Tom and Janet are the most giving
people I know…They truly live PYM
and deserve the utmost recognition
for their years of amazing service.
I’m sure over a decade of PYMers
could say that Tom and Janet have
touched their lives. I can personally
say that they have changed mine
for the absolute best because of
their constant compassion and
unbeatable hugs!”
–Kathleen Gayle, PYM Class of 2011
“The Smallwoods have been
wonderful to me. I was new this
year and they made me feel like
a part of the PYM community.
Whenever you needed anything
whether it was a hug, help or
someone to talk to, they were there
for you.”
–Elizabeth Nordlie, PYM class of 2013.
The Smallwoods have been
touching lives in this way for over
a decade and they will sorely be
missed. Their years of steadfast
love, support and devotion will
not soon be forgotten. We are so
grateful to have had Tom and Janet,
for they have helped shape the PYM
committee to what it is today. t
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Faith, Technology and Communication

T

The Diocese of Virginia is privileged
to be an eligible recipient for Jessie Ball
duPont Fund grants. When Bishop
Johnston began as our diocesan
bishop in October 2009, the duPont
Fund invited us to make a request
to fund a project in the Diocese
to help enable Bishop Johnston’s
new episcopacy. They encouraged
us to think of this as a one time
opportunity to ask for funding of a
project they might not ordinarily be
interested in supporting.
After considerable visioning
by the staff, a decision was made to
request funding for major and much
needed technology improvements to
benefit the entire Diocese. The project
has been named Faith, Technology
and Communication (FTC). The
duPont Fund has awarded a
generous grant of $130,245 to be used
towards the FTC project. They have
asked the Diocese to fund $32,126 of
the project, totaling $162,371.

Your staff looks at its “office”
as being this entire geographically
far-reaching diocese, and we are
excited at the prospects of equipment
and programs which will improve
accessibility and efficiency for all of
us. The duPont and diocesan funding
will stretch over three years.
Year 1
t A new VoIP phone system for
Mayo House and Shrine Mont.
t Computer upgrades for diocesan
staff including Microsoft Office
2010, a new server, remote access to
office computers, hosted exchange
server and video conferencing.
t Funding for support/training.
t Renovations to the technology
room in Mayo House.
Year 2
t A database conversion which
will include offerings for parishes
and ability to share parishioner

information electronically.
tS
 upport fees for database.
tF
 unding for support/training.
tH
 osted exchange server.
tV
 ideo conferencing.
Year 3
t Video camera equipment,
computer, editing software, lights,
audio equipment, accessories and
training.
tS
 upport fees for database.
tF
 unding for support/training.
tH
 osted exchange server.
tV
 ideo conferencing.
There will be major changes being
made over the next three years
which will make your staff easier
to reach, meetings easier to attend
and information easier to share. Our
thanks and blessings go out to the
people at Jessie Ball duPont Fund for
their generosity, vision and support
of the Diocese of Virginia. t

A Link between Churches and Committees

R

Resolution R-1a, adopted by
the 216th Annual Council of the
Diocese of Virginia, asks each
congregation in the Diocese to
designate an individual to serve
as a partner to the Committee
on the Stewardship of Creation
Committee. This stewardship
partner will be responsible for
being the communications link
between the Committee on the
Stewardship of Creation and the
church community, better enabling
Grants continued from page 16 /

units; removing old flooring and
installing new vinyl; and other
maintenance.
Trinity, Highland Springs
Reading Star Program, $2,000

The Reading Star Program
helps rising 2nd and 3rd graders
from Highland Springs Elementary
School who are behind in their
reading level at the end of the
school year. Reading Stars is one
of the primary outreach programs
of Trinity Church to keep children
reading all summer long and to
provide them with books for their
home libraries. The grant will help
purchase durable stacking chairs
with a seat height appropriate for
children between the ages of 6-10 as
well as two adjustable tables.
Varina Church, Varina
Parish Hall Improvements, $2,783

the committee to reach the people
of the Diocese of Virginia with
important news on environmental
issues, including energy and water
conservation.
Additionally, the designated
partner will be included in an
advisory capacity as the committees
begins to build an Interfaith Sharing
Ministry to share the work of our
commissions and committees with
other denominations, churches and
faith traditions.

The Committee on the
Stewardship of Creation requests
that, unless another person has
already been appointed, each
congregation asks a lay delegate or
alternate to Council to serve as the
initial stewardship partner. Please
send the name and e-mail address
of your designated partner to
Susan Midland, interfaith ministry
co-chair for the Committee on
the Stewardship of Creation, at
smydland@gmail.com. t

This grant will help make
Varina’s parish hall more
welcoming to members and
community by replacing moldy
carpet, brightening the lightening
and replacing the old metal
windows.

for the community dinners spaced
over the period of a year, with the
purpose of providing free meals for
those without enough to eat, and
to create fellowship opportunities.
These meals will also serve as
a way to welcome people in the
community of the church.

The Mustard Seed Fund
Grace, Alexandria
Haiti Micah Water Purification Project,
$5,000

Grace Church helps support the
Haiti Micah, a program that helps
impoverished children in Haiti.
This grant will help provide the
Haiti Micah Project with a structure
for a water purification system and
a well to benefit the children of
Mirebalais, Haiti.
St. Peter’s, Port Royal
Ecumenical Dinners, $900

This grant will fund six free

St. Stephen’s, Richmond
Isibindi Project – Safe Park, Diocese of
Grahamstown, $5,300

St. Stephen’s will use their grant
to establish an Isibindi Project and
Safe Park hosted by St. Augustine
Anglican Church in Grahamstown,
South Africa. This grant includes
indoor space with equipment to
provide hot meals, playground and
sports equipment. Land has been
donated by St. Augustine. t
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A Home in the Episcopal Church

‘Cross-Over’ clergy bring new faith traditions to Virginia
By Elyse Gustafson
Methodist minister serving a
Korean-American Methodist
Church in McLean.
As Methodists, the church
held Eucharistic services in
Korean every Sunday. They were
high Methodists, always leaning

Photo: Bill Jarvis
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What draws people to the Episcopal
Church? With so many options
within American Christianity,
what is it about Anglicanism that
draws people in? According to
a 2002 study by the Episcopal
Church’s Office of Congregational
Development, only 7.6 percent of
Episcopal churches report that
most of their members are lifelong
Episcopalians, suggesting that
the Episcopal Church is largely a
“destination denomination” for nonEpiscopalians who join as adults.
This is as true for clergy as it
is for laypersons in the Episcopal
Church. Within the last two
months, the Diocese of Virginia
received or ordained clergy whose
faith backgrounds are all over the
denominational spectrum. What
drew these clergy in? What did
they see in the Episcopal Church
that made it worth leaving the faith
traditions that formed them?
This past April, the Rev.
Sean Rousseau was received as
an Episcopal priest after over
15 years of ordained ministry
in the Roman Catholic Church.
With roots firmly planted in the
Catholic Church, this was no easy
decision. It was one that took
place gradually, over the course
of years. Slowly, in conversation
with Catholics and Episcopalians,
he began to transition into an
environment that better suited his
understanding of ministry.
“There are a lot of human issues,
practical issues, personal issues that
are handled very differently in the
Catholic Church,” Mr. Rousseau
said. “Episcopalians focus on the
formation of a conscience; Catholics
make things black and white. This is
difficult at times, especially for those
who are marginalized.”
Drawn to the Episcopal
Church’s recognition of human
complexity, Mr. Rousseau is
beginning to make a home in the
Episcopal Church. “I am very
comfortable as an Episcopal priest;
it fits much more of who I’ve
grown into.”
Just a few weeks after Mr.
Rousseau’s reception, the Diocese of
Virginia ordained its newest cohort
of transitional deacons, among them
the Rev. Young Kwon Choi. Prior
to his ordination in the Episcopal
Church, Mr. Choi was an ordained

The Rev. Sean Rousseau was received into
the Episcopal Church from the Roman
Catholic Church in April 2011. He now
serves as an interim assistant at Christ
Church, Winchester.

toward Anglicanism. But Mr.
Choi wanted to go deeper. He
wanted to be more connected to
the wholeness of Christianity. The
Episcopal Church, for Mr. Choi, “is
the most complete church.” As a
result of this conviction, his entire
congregation is transitioning to the
Episcopal Church.
The Rev. June Hardy Dorsey
became a transitional diaconate
alongside Mr. Choi this past June.
Raised in Japan as the daughter of
Baptist missionaries, Ms. Dorsey
was brought into ordained ministry
through a progressive Southern
Baptist church. Later she served
at an Episcopal parish that was
much smaller but had a dedicated
and thriving outreach ministry.
The Episcopal Church seemed to
be “less concerned about teaching
the Word and more concerned with
doing the Word.”
Soon she began to notice that
there was a connection between the
parish’s outreach ministry and its
liturgy. The parish’s food pantry
ministry was just one room away
from its altar, creating a space in

which people are fed with the foods
that nourish both body and soul.
Ms. Dorsey now understands
her call to ordained ministry
in the Episcopal Church as the
outworking of her parents’
ministry in Japan: “It’s long-term
and relationship-based” with a
“continuing willingness to explore
making the Church’s radical
welcome more true.”
These three clergy are each
very different from each other,
and yet all three have come to call
the Episcopal Church home. They
have been drawn to different yet
related aspects of the Episcopal
Church’s ministry: to its nuance,
its comprehensiveness, and its
integrity. Led by a desire for
communion with God and God’s
people, they have found the
Episcopal Church best suited to
bring them into the fullness of
that communion.
Even though all three of these
newly ordained (or newly received)
priests and deacons have found a
home in the Episcopal Church, none
of them are interested in severing
ties with their former traditions and
communities. Each is grateful for
the ways in which their traditions
formed them and gave them tools
that are often of considerable use to
Episcopal parishes.
In the Episcopal Church,
there is a “freedom for all types of
people to live fully into what God
has called them to be,” said Ms.
Dorsey, “but don’t belittle where
you came from.”
Being in a tradition where such
diverse theological backgrounds
can mix and mingle and converse
is exciting. It is like watching
the unfolding of history. It can be
difficult at times; such diversity
leaves us open to the possibility of
confusion and misunderstanding.
But it can also be a tremendous gift
that brings resources from all over
the Church right into the Episcopal
Diocese of Virginia.
Elyse Gustafson, M.Div., is assistant
to the rector for youth, young
adults and families at St. Peter’s,
Arlington.
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Grace, Mission … and the Royal Wedding

H

Here’s a look at what’s on the radar
for a few diocesan staff members this
summer.

The Rev. Canon Susan E. Goff, Canon
to the Ordinary
By any standards, Americans
are a highly religious people. In
the Faith Matters Surveys of 2006
and 2007, 83 percent of Americans
reported belonging to a religion.
Forty percent reported attending
religious services nearly every
week or more. What do such
numbers mean in these times of
rapid cultural shift? In American
Grace (Simon and Schuster, 2010),
sociologists Robert D. Putnam and
David E. Campbell analyze complex
statistics and tell compelling stories
as they plumb the depths of religion
in America today.
A basic premise of the 688page tome is that contemporary
American religious life is shaped
by a seismic shock and two
aftershocks. The shock was the
sexual revolution of the 1960s
when premarital sex began to
become socially accepted. The
first aftershock, which came in
the form of a backlash, was the
growth of conservative religion in
both size and prominence, and the
association of conservative religion
with the Republican Party. The
second aftershock, which came as
a backlash against the first, was
the rejection of organized religion
by Americans, especially young
people, who were turned off by the
association of religion with partisan
politics. “These seismic events have
reverberated throughout American
society, and so the moderate
religious middle – the once thriving
segment of the religious spectrum –
has shrunk,” the authors say.
The authors explore the
implications of the shock and
aftershocks as they unravel the
intricate relationships between
religion and race/ethniciy,
religion and gender, religion
and generation, religion and
partisan politics, religion and
class. Their interpretations are
filled with surprises, challenges
and affirmations while remaining
ultimately (and arguably) hopeful
about the future of religion
in America. This work would
challenge and nourish groups
throughout the Diocese by offering
a lens through which they might
make sense of their experiences.

Anna Moncure, Assistant to
the Secretary
April 29, 2011 marked the
celebration of the Wedding to
End All Weddings. Their Royal
Highnesses, the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge, solemnized their
marriage in a truly spectacular
ceremony at Westminster Abbey.
I am not ashamed to admit that I
rolled out of bed at 3 a.m. to ensure
that I would not miss one moment
of the pageantry of what many are
calling “the wedding of the century.”
While I anxiously awaited the
marriage of Prince William and
Catherine Middleton, a gifted copy
of The Royal Wedding for Dummies
(Wiley, John & Sons Inc., 2011) was
a helpful primer to learn more
about the ins-and-outs of the event.
Julian Knight’s guide is incredibly
useful to royal fanatics across the
globe. Mr. Knight offers readers a
thorough overview of the couple’s
romance throughout the years, a
detailed description of the history
of the monarchy and past weddings
and the proper etiquette and rules
practiced at regal functions. The
author even relayed the proper way
to throw a street party to celebrate
the big day. The Royal Wedding for
Dummies prepared me well for the
momentous occasion.
The wedding day dawned
with cars, horses, guards, beautiful
dresses and resounding trumpet
fanfares. It was somewhat
daunting, as an Episcopalian, to
realize that over 2 billion people
would watch an Anglican liturgy
on international television. The
familiar hymns, lesson and liturgy
shared by the Church of England
and the Episcopal Church showed
the Church at one of its finer
moments. One of the more touching
moments of the service occurred
during the sermon given by the
Rt. Rev. John Chartres, bishop of
London. Bishop Chartres asked
not only the congregation, but also
everyone watching the wedding, to
pray for the newlywed couple and
“to support and uphold” them in
their new life. There was something
very communal about his request
that nearly moved me to respond
with a hearty “we will.” The
wedding was a microcosm of the
Anglican Communion.
The future Prince of Wales
and his bride recessed out of the
Abbey to William Walton’s Crown
Imperial. When the couple emerged
into the streets of London, greeted
by pealing bells and cheering
throngs, with expressions of joy on
their faces, I knew the 3 a.m. wake
up had been well worth it.

Buck Blanchard, Director of Mission
and Outreach
There are a number of good
books to read on mission and
outreach. I thought about writing
a review of Dancing in the Glory
of Monsters (background on the
conflict in the DR Congo), or Half
The Sky (women changing the
world) or The End of Poverty (third
world economics). But as good as
those books are, they are not about
mission – they are about mechanics.
Mission, as its core, is about
relationships and how we can help
others, and ourselves, through the
power of love. If you agree with
that, then you should read The Art
of Racing in the Rain (HarperCollins
2009) by Garth Stein. It’s the story of
a dog (although of course no book
about a dog is ever really about
a dog) and how he (Enzo) helps
his family persevere through the
inevitable – and often crushing –
vagaries of life.
Enzo’s master, Denny, is a
semi-professional race car driver.
Denny is particularly adept at
racing in the rain. Rain creates
unpredictable conditions and that
results in fear. Fear paralyses. But
a good driver is prepared for the
unpredictable, not by controlling it,
but by reacting to it in a way that
leaves him in the race. Have you
ever taken a mission trip when the
unpredictable didn’t happen? The
key is how we react to it. Are we
afraid or do we remain calm, trust
in God and find creative solutions?
Ultimately Enzo, Denny and
their family persevere though
trusting one another, loving
unconditionally, having passion for
what they do and holding firm to
what they know is right. Perhaps
that’s a bit clichéd, but universal
truths usually are. “There is no
dishonor in losing the race,” we
are told. “There is only dishonor in
not racing because you are afraid
to lose.” As we form relationships
around the world to proclaim the
Good News and the dignity of every
human being, that’s good advice for
us too. We can always love more,
reach out again and forgive anew.
We may not solve all the problems
of the world, but we shouldn’t be
afraid to try. But perhaps the aging,
arthritic Enzo (riding in Denny’s
race car) says it best: “One more lap,
Denny! Faster!” t
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Experiencing the ‘Ineffable’ in the Holy Land
By the Rev. Ann Gillespie

Excerpted from a Christmas Eve, 2010 sermon

Photo: Emily Cherry

I

I recently returned from a second
pilgrimage in two years to the Holy
Land. I am not entirely sure why
I feel so drawn to those historic
places - Jerusalem, Nazareth,
Bethlehem, Galilee. After my
first pilgrimage, I felt as if my
molecules had been rearranged.
As I walked those centuries-old
stones on my second pilgrimage, I
began to notice that my heart beats
differently when I am there. Like a
geiger counter, it is as if every cell
of my being becomes lit up with
recognition that I am closer to the
source. I find my heart slowing
down to match the rhythm of the
ancient heartbeat of the land. It is
in that holy land, like no place else,
that I am able to touch the ineffable.
The word “ineffable” suggests
that words are insufficient. The
ineffable can be indescribable
beauty, indefinable yearnings or
inexpressible anguish, that place
where heaven and earth meet. All
of these are in ample supply in
Israel-Palestine. The stark beauty
of the land, the amount of blood
spilled over the centuries on those
unyielding surfaces, the warmth
and tenacity of the people, Muslims,
Jews, Christians, Druze, each of
them loving their one God with their
heart and with their soul. In spite of
illegal Israeli settlements sprouting
like mushrooms throughout East
Jerusalem and the West Bank, in
spite of the diffidence of young
Israeli soldiers with automatic rifles
casually slung over their shoulders,
in spite of the wall, built for security
but which effectively separates
Palestinians from their livelihood
and access to water, in spite of the
diminishing number of Christians
and their deep fear of persecution,
in spite of the diminishing hopes for
peace, the people of the Holy Land
keep going. They love their families,
they love their traditions, they love
their roots in that holy land. They
need to stay close to their source.
When I visited the Church
of the Nativity in Bethlehem for
the second time, the basilica was
uncharacteristically empty, so I was
able to spend lots of time wandering
and looking for the ineffable. And
as I lay my forehead down on the
stone in the grotto where tradition
holds the original manger was,
I thought to myself, Why? Why

‘Being Jesus’ Presence in His Homeland’

For Phoebe Griswold, president of the American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of
Jerusalem, maintaining an Episcopal presence and support system is an important mission.
“We need to be there with them and we need to support them in their on-the-ground ministry
of being Jesus’ presence in his own homeland,” said Ms. Griswold during a March 2010 visit
to the diocesan offices at Mayo Memorial Church House in Richmond. That support extends
to education and healthcare, women’s ministries and interfaith relations.
The Diocese was honored to have guests from the American Friends of the Episcopal
Diocese of Jerusalem join the bishop and staff for a lunch to learn more about that
organization’s vision. Pictured with Bishop Johnston are the Rev. Abbott Bailey, rector of
St. Andrew’s, Richmond and co-chair of the new diocesan ministry team for the Holy Land;
Phoebe Griswold, president of the board; Charles Robideau, a missionary for the American
Friends organization; and Ann Korky, a member of the board.

would Jesus choose to come into
this cold, harsh world? Why would
Jesus choose to take on human form,
with all of its pain and heartache?
Why would the ineffable infinite
choose to become finite? Why? Was
it for us? For me? For love? And that
stopped me. I thought, Yes, he came
for love, so that love can stay alive
in the coldest, harshest, cruelest of
circumstances. He burst into the
darkness in a desperate land under
foreign occupation, to live and
die as one of us, so that love and
compassion and mercy might be
kept alive. He came to bring softness
and warmth and forgiveness into
a world that had grown rigid with
fear. He broke into this broken world
to be the infinite source of love for
all and his presence is everywhere
in that holy land.
The Rev. Ann Gillespie is an associate
rector at Christ Church, Alexandria.
Travel to the Holy Land
The Rev. Ann Gillespie and
the Rev. Abbott Bailey, rector of St.
Andrew’s, Richmond, are co-chairs
of the diocesan Middle East Ministry
team. Join them and members of the

Episcopal Dioceses of Washington
and Virginia on a guided pilgrimage
to both holy sites and Episcopal
institutions in Israel, Palestine and
Jordan, October 17-30. The group
will visit Bethlehem, Jerusalem and
Nazareth and spend time at the
holy places reading the relevant
texts from Scripture, praying and
reflecting on the events of Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection.
The schedule combines
daily pilgrimage activities with
opportunities to see and support
what our fellow Episcopalians in
Israel, Palestine and Jordan are
accomplishing in their parishes,
schools and health care facilities.
With regard to the political
situation in the Middle East, there
is simply no way of knowing now
what it will be like in October. That
is why you should investigate travel
insurance for medical emergencies
and other contingencies. Questions?
Interested? Contact Ms. Gillespie
at 703-778-4934 or agillespie@
ccalex.org. t
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A Different Kind of Worship

An occasional look at unique and innovative liturgy and worship services
Acceptance, comfort at heart of
services
By Rusty Dennen for the
Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star

W

Worship services are supposed to
be welcoming and inclusive. But
for those with conditions such as
autism and ADHD, the experience
can be just the opposite—tense and
anxiety-filled, hardly conducive to
connecting with God.
Some area churches are working
to change that.
Trinity, Fredericksburg recently
started a monthly Saturday evening
service it calls All God’s Children.
Vicky Koch got the idea when a
fellow parishioner approached her
with a concern. “She said a really
good friend wanted to come to
church, and her son was autistic
and would not feel welcome,”
Ms. Koch, the church’s director of
Christian education, said in a recent
interview. “The truth of the matter
is that not everyone would feel
welcome,” she said.
Planning a service for children
with disabilities and their families
began in earnest, and Ms. Koch
didn’t have to look far for help.
Susan Clark, a member of Trinity
and director of special programs for
Stafford County schools, was eager
to contribute, as was the Rev. Amy
Turner, a Mary Washington Hospital
chaplain whose husband, Brian, is
Trinity’s assistant rector. “There is
a need for our families to worship
comfortably,” Ms. Clark said. “It was
really Vicky’s idea, and we had a
couple planning sessions of what it
might look like.”
Children already are welcome
at each of Trinity’s services, and
the 9:15 a.m. Sunday service is
geared toward families. The special
Saturday service for children builds
on what’s already available. Ms.
Koch said many churches stress
accommodation and accessibility
in an effort to welcome people of
all abilities to church. But Trinity
wanted to take it a step further—
to design a service with each
component geared toward people
with special needs, particularly
children with autism.
That meant something simple
and lively, but short and flexible.
“These children often have actingout behaviors. They can’t fit in and
they can’t concentrate,” Ms. Clark

said. So she built on concepts from
school special-education programs—
incorporating bags filled with items
the children can examine and touch
to keep them occupied, along with
picture boards with visual clues
to follow the service. The picture
boards have images that represent
abstract concepts, “but keep the
integrity of something as significant
as a church service,” Ms. Clark said.
“While they’re hearing, they are
also absorbing” with the help of the

toward children would be something
different. It would feature movement
and song, with a theology grounded
in baptism.
Participants start by gathering
outside, then processing in with
the ashes. Each child receives an
instrument to play, and the children
gather around the altar to learn
about the church season. Toward
the end of the liturgy, the children
are invited to walk the labyrinth
and explore the concept of Lent

The Rev. Elizabeth Rees performs the washing of the feet ritual at a Holy Week liturgy for
children at St. Aidan’s, Alexandria.

picture boards, she said.
The overall concept is based on
Luke 18:16 in the Bible, in which Jesus
commands, “Let the children come to
me, and do not keep them away, for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Article excerpted from the
Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star with
permission of the author.
Introducing children to Lent
By Emily Cherry

T

Two innovative liturgies at St.
Aidan’s, Alexandria were also
created to appeal to a particular
audience. “As a mother of young
children, I found that I wanted to be
able to have my kids more involved
in Lent, but wasn’t sure how since
the services are so bleak and hard
for children,” explained the Rev.
Elizabeth Rees, associate rector at St.
Aidan’s.
“We were finding that kids
and families weren’t coming to the
regular [Ash Wednesday] services,”
she explained. So the special 5:30
p.m. service geared specifically

as a journey. At the center of the
labyrinth, they receive their ashes.
“The kids are really engaged,”
said Ms. Rees, who created the liturgy
about four years ago. “The parents
love that the kids are really engaged.”
St. Aidan’s applies a similar
concept to a special children’s liturgy
for Holy Week, where worshippers
gather on the Wednesday of Holy
Week to learn about Passover,
participate in their own version of
the Last Supper and take part in the
washing of the feet ritual.
Exploring new liturgy in
Winchester
By Bob Sherwood, St. Paul’s Church-onthe-Hill, Winchester

T

Two new liturgical explorations
are blossoming in the Shenandoah
Valley at St. Paul’s Church-on-theHill, Winchester. This lively parish,
known informally as SPOTH, has
launched a series of monthly Celtic
Eucharist services and is practicing
an innovative Easter season liturgy
called Stations of the Resurrection.

/ Liturgies continued on page 23
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These two liturgies compliment
each other, enriching the worship
life of SPOTH.
The Christian Celts embraced
an always-present God whose
relational nature is best expressed
in the Trinity. The Celts found the
divine presence in all places, in
everything from rocks and trees,
fields and clouds, sky and sea, and
light and darkness. Before the first
Celtic Eucharist at SPOTH, a class
of parish members discussed the
prayers, traditions and practices
of the Celts. Parishioners learned
how adoration of the creator is
expressed in blessings throughout
the day with every task. The early
Christians in Ireland, Scotland,
Wales and Northern England
borrowed heavily from their
ancestors’ connection to the natural
world, lived in close and inclusive
communities, and often worshiped
under the open sky. The Celtic
Eucharist at SPOTH, coordinated
by the Rev. Dr. Ellen Richardson,
priest-in-residence, embraces
themes from these Celtic traditions.

SPOTH has been putting more
life into Easter Season with its other
liturgical exploration, Stations of the
Resurrection. Since 2009, SPOTH
has celebrated this liturgy during the
Saturday afternoon service and the
main Sunday morning service on the
second weekend after Easter Day.
As with the Stations of the
Cross, this liturgy processes
from before the altar, around the
interior and back to the altar. The
procession pauses before each
“station of resurrection” with brief
poetic meditations on each event
of resurrection. The stations depict
images such as the astonished
women running from the empty
tomb to tell others; St. Paul thrown
from his mount in a flash of light; the
anchorite Dame Julian of Norwich
giving spiritual comfort to people
in the street; and Mother Theresa
caring for the wretched poor of
India. Cari Sherwood, a SPOTH
parishioner, created the depiction
of each resurrection station. Her
artwork is fashioned in batik
mounted on rough wreaths of grape
vine. Bob Sherwood wrote the

Celebrating a Tradition
of Excellence, Creativity
and Individuality

S

teeped in the tradition of the Episcopal
Church,Goodwin House Alexandria and
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have provided
exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the
Northern Virginia area for more than 40 years.
Both Communities have:
� Spectacular views of the Washington, D.C.
and Northern Virginia skylines
� Updated kitchens with
full-size appliances
� On staff Chaplains
� Wellness Centers with indoor pools
� Formal and casual dining bistros
� The reassurance and value of our lifecare program
as well as Long-term Care Insurance options

Call or come see us today.

Goodwin House
Alexandria

4800 Fillmore Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311

Goodwin House
Bailey’s Crossroads

3440 South Jefferson Street
Falls Church, VA 22041

703-824-1236
703-578-7201
www.goodwinhouse.org
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station texts with helpful suggestions
from others.
Initially, the concept for such a
liturgy was suggested, in part, by
a small, almost childlike picture
book, The Song of a Silent Stone,
by the late Fr. Mark Delay of the
Holy Cross Abbey (Cistercian)
in Berryville. Later, a slim book
of devotions titled Stations of the
Resurrection, by Prof. Raymond
Chapman of the University of
London (Morehouse Publishing,
1998), further encouraged the
concept. An early version of this
new liturgical form was explored at
St. Aidan’s in Alexandria 10 years
ago. Later, a youth group explored
the form at Shrine Mont. Variations
of this liturgy have been considered
in parishes in Arkansas, Florida
and Delaware.
“Several of our laity have taken
the lead in fashioning this new
liturgy of the stations, and I have
been quite excited by this,” said the
Very Rev. Dr. Hilary Smith, rector of
SPOTH. t

Classifieds
Contact Karen Smith (ksmith@thediocese.net) for
new classified rates and information.
SAT & PSAT Prep Classes – Gather 10 students and hold a
Hunt Course at your church, www.huntprograms.com, toll free
866-425-7656. The Hunt Course, preparing Virginia students
since 1976. Mention The Virginia Episcopalian and receive a
$50 tuition discount. Owned and operated by Episcopalians.
Bed and Breakfast – In rural Albemarle County between
Charlottesville and Shenandoah National Park; minutes from
UVA, Monticello, and Skyline Drive. Affordable rates. Hosts:
David and Ginny Wayland, retired Episcopal priest. Wayland
Orchard B&B, Crozet, Virginia. 434-823-7323. dfwayl@
embarqmail.com www.waylandorchard.com.
Home Movies and Still Photos on DVD –Transfer those old
memories to DVD before they are gone forever! 8mm/16mm
movie film; VHS/8mm video; slides, negatives and prints to
DVD or hard drive. Audio tapes and vinyl to CD. IMAGES Past
& Present. 571-243-8371 or rmorris21942@yahoo.com.
Piano Lessons for Adults/Seniors in Richmond. Also
teenagers. Beginners to advanced. Build solid classical
foundation, develop artistic expression, ergonomic technique.
Play music you enjoy, with pianist/composer Jamie K. Sims. 25
years experience – mostly in NYC. Complimentary consultation.
Near Carytown. 804-355-0414, jksims@comcast.net.
Top Floor Wintergreen Penthouse, $419,600.00. Elevator
access, wraparound decks, views of the slopes and
fireworks. 4BR+study, 3BA. Virginia Real Estate Partners,
Becky Templeman, 434-760-2888, becky@
beckytempleman.com
Brass, Fine Metals Master Craftsman. 40 years
professional experience. Can restore, modify or fabricate
church accoutrements, musical instruments, lighting fixtures.
Workshop near St. John’s in West Point, VA. George
McCracken. 804-238-4910 or gmcbrass@gmail.com.
Dering’s Cleaning Service, LLC – Solo LLC, residential
cleaning, Richmond area. Licensed, Bonded and Insured.
804-239-5865.
Bed and Breakfast – Three miles from Monticello, Ash
Lawn, 10 minutes from Historic Downtown Charlottesville,
University of Virginia, Stadium and surrounding wineries.
Thirty minutes from Montpelier. Gourmet Breakfast. Call or
Email for low Rates 434-296-6134 Wogonjm@netZero.net.
For Rent – Small GARDEN COTTAGE (spacious living-dining;
small kitchen, bath, bedroom) preferably furnished. Within
walking distance to the University of Richmond. Rent: $975/
month. Utilities not included. Please call: 804-282-8855
and leave message with contact information!
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Christchurch School – Middlesex Co.
The Episcopal Schools Corporation,
www.christchurchschool.org (804) 758-2306
created in 1920 by the people of the Diocese
St. Catherine’s School – Richmond
of Virginia, is one of the largest and most
www.st.catherines.org (804) 288-2804
successful organizations in the American Church.
St. Christopher’s School – Richmond
Church Schools in the Diocese of Virginia, Inc. owns
www.stchristophers.com (804) 282-3185
and operates schools on nine campuses in ﬁve cities
St. Margaret’s School – Tappahannock
and towns. Church Schools employs approximately 900
www.sms.org (804) 443-3357
faculty, staff and administrators and serves almost 4,000
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School – Alexandria
students. Please learn about our Episcopal schools, and
www.sssas.org (703) 751-2700
help us ﬁnd those whom we might serve.
Stuart Hall School – Staunton
David Charlton, President of Church Schools
www.stuart-hall.org (540) 885-0356
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