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looking Ahead for Southern Sudan
Virginians build network of support as country prepares for referendum

By Emily Cherry

one Is a Whole Number
By Emily Cherry

INSIDE 3  r-14s Task Group     6  Coastlands Wait for God’s Teaching     9  regions in the Diocese
11  A letter from the bishop     16  Bloomfield Supports Physically Disabled
19  Pedaling for South Africa     20  Taste and See ministries

Southern Sudan continues to draw 
support from Virginians across 
the Diocese—and the Sudanese 
may need that support now more 
than ever. In January 2011, the 
people of Southern Sudan will 
vote on a referendum on whether 
to separate from the North and 
create a “new” Sudan, or remain 
as one country. After decades of 
civil war brought to an end by the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
in 2005, the Sudanese are working 
to maintain peace and rebuild their 
country’s infrastructure while 
balancing delicate tensions between 
a predominantly Muslim North and 
a predominantly Christian South. 

/ Sudan continued on page 18

Since 1990, a unique and 
innovative ministry has drawn 
single Episcopalians together 
for a weekend of fellowship 
and worship. Led by a group of 
dedicated faculty, Solo Flight is a 
self-sustaining program that allows 
attendees to explore issues common 
to the single life. 
 Now in its 20th year, Solo Flight 
will once again celebrate and 
explore what it means to be single 
in the Church today. The weekend 
event will take place September 
3-6 at Roslyn Conference & Retreat 
Center. “The world sort of revolves 
around the married model,” noted 
Kay Collier McLaughlin, director 
of communications in the Diocese 
of Lexington, Ky. and founder 
and coordinator of Solo Flight. 
The program started with a grant 
from Kanuga Conference Center 

in Hendersonville, N.C., where it 
made its home for the next 18 years. 
“Single people from across the 
country have felt somehow isolated 
in their parishes or diocese,” she 
explained. “They get 
wind of this, and call.” 
 In its first 
year, when Dr. 
McLaughlin 
published her 
address and phone 
number in a Church-
wide article about the event, 
“I have never been as swamped 
in my life,” she said. “Letters came 
from everywhere and they were 
full of stories, ranging in age from 
people who were post-college or 
who had been sent somewhere for a 
new job and had no support system 
to mid-life or older singles.” 
 The first conference drew 

attendees from 21 dioceses across 
the United States and from all 
states of singleness: always-
single, divorced and widowed. 
The weekend continues to draw 

attendees from different 
backgrounds and ages, with a 
focus on the intergenerational 
experience. 

  “The singles 
population is 
actually growing as 

the average age of first 
marriage grows higher,” 

said Dr. McLaughlin, “Yet 
the mainline denominations 

… have done virtually nothing in 
an institutional sense” to support 
singles ministry, she explained. 
 That problem is an 
understandable one. “Rarely is an 
Episcopal church going to have 

/ Solo Flight continued on page 7

Hope & Resurrection Secondary School, spearheaded and funded by members of the Diocese of 
Virginia, is known in Southern Sudan for its excellent faculty. Here, students study history. 
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The diocesan office of Development 
& Stewardship is pleased to 
welcome Allen Jamerson as the 
new administrative assistant. Mr. 
Jamerson will work with Frances 
Caldwell, director of Development 
& Stewardship, to help serve as a 
resource to churches in year-round 
stewardship programming. A 2009 
graduate of the University of the 
South, Mr. Jamerson is not a new 
face to the Diocese. He spent the 
last year serving as the first clerk 
to the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, 
bishop of Virginia. 
 Mr. Jamerson succeeds 
Matthew Farr, who recently 
relocated with his wife Elizabeth 
to his hometown of Chattanooga, 
Tenn. Mr. Farr came to the Diocese 
in 2007 as clerk to the Rt. Rev. 
Peter James Lee. He went on to 
serve as administrative assistant 
to the Office of the Secretary and 
then moved into the Office of 

jamerson to join office of 
Development & Stewardship

Development & Stewardship. 
 “The Diocese of Virginia has 
benefited from both Allen and 
Matt’s hard work and energy,” said 
Bishop Johnston. “We’ll certainly 
miss Matt’s skill, thoughtfulness 
and dedication but are excited that 
we’ll be able to make use of Allen’s 
considerable talents in the Office of 
Development & Stewardship.” 
 “While I hated to lose Matt, 
part of our staffing model here 
is to offer talented Episcopalians 
an opportunity to explore their 
call and begin their career in the 
Church,” said Henry D.W. Burt, 
secretary of the Diocese and chief of 
staff. “Inevitably, many will move 
on to other endeavors, but take with 
them valuable experience and a love 
for the Church.” t

The Committee on the Stewardship 
of Creation will host a diocesan-
wide conference on “Our 
Threatened Water Supply and 
its Sustainability” on Saturday, 
September 18 at St. James the 
Less, Ashland. Stay tuned to the 
e-Communiqué newsletter for more 
information on this event, which 
will offer conservation solutions.
 The Committee on the 
Stewardship of Conservation will 
sponsor the second annual Lee-
Atkinson Energy Conservation 

Sustainability and Conservation

Award. Churches can submit their 
utility statements to committee 
chair Rocco Tricarico to be 
considered for this award, which 
will be presented to the church 
that exhibits the greatest reduction 
of energy consumption. Contact 
Mr. Tricarico at norneck@hughes.
net to apply. t
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VCC Honors bishop jones

May 18 at St. Paul’s, Richmond. The 
Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee received 
the award last year.
 Bishop Jones is an active 
member of the Lutheran Anglican 
Roman Catholic United Methodist 
(LARCUM) Conference, an 
ecumenical group that works 
to strengthen ties between the 
different faith communities. He 
also served as president of the 
VCC from 1998-2000 and is liaison 
to the diocesan Commission on 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations. 
 Bishop Jones “has lived out a 
strong belief in the unity of our 
Church,” wrote the Rev. Charlene P. 
Kammerer, bishop of the Virginia 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, in comments delivered at 
the luncheon. “He has provided 
leadership for many of us who are 
in leadership” roles, added the Rev. 
Cessar L. Scott, executive minister 
of the Baptist General Convention.
 Ecumenical relationships “are 
very precious to me,” said Bishop 

r-14s Task Group Appointed
By Emily Cherry

AAt the 215th Annual Council 
in February 2010, members of 
Council approved a resolution 
that recommended that the bishop 
empower a panel of clergy and lay 
people to “recommend consistent 
standards to be written into diocesan 
canons so that, if services of blessing 
same-gender unions are authorized, 
our clergy and people have a clearly 
understood and enforceable set 
of rules to guide the application 
of clergy discretion in providing 
pastoral care to same-gender couples 
seeking such blessings.” 
 The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. 
Johnston, bishop of Virginia, 
sought input from the regional 
deans, asking them to nominate 
individuals who might be a good 
fit for the work of this committee. 
Based on these recommendations, 
Bishop Johnston has appointed the 
following people to serve on the 
R-14s Task Group. 

Mr. Ed Jones, St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg, Chairman

Mr. Frank Baxter, Calvary,  
Front Royal

The Rev. C. Lynn Holland,  
St. Mary’s, Fleeton

The Rev. Laura Inscoe,  
St. John’s, Richmond

The Hon. T. Rawles Jones,  
Christ Church, Alexandria

Ms. Alisha King, St. Paul’s Church-
on-the-Hill, Winchester

The Rev. Ryan Kuratko, Immanuel 
Old Church, Mechanicsville

Ms. Lisa Stiles Licata,  
The Fork Church, Doswell

Ms. Ellen Marcus, St. Paul’s, 
Alexandria

The Rev. Gay Rahn, St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg

The Rev. Jim Richardson,  
St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville

 The Rev. Canon Susan Goff 
will serve as the staff liaison for 
this group. 

 “The scope of this group is 
very clearly not to decide whether 
or not this Diocese should approve 
of same-sex blessings,” explained 
Bishop Johnston. “The charge of this 
group is to prepare the Diocese—
canonically and legally—in the 
event that the Episcopal Church 
decides to approve of same-sex 
blessings.” The resolution outlines 
18 factors which the group can take 
into consideration in forming their 
recommendations. 
 Ed Jones of St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg is chair of the group. 
“Our group is wasting no time in 
starting our deliberations,” said Mr. 
Jones. “We will have met twice by 
the middle of July.”
 “First we need to get to know 
one another and to understand 
clearly the charge we have been 
given—what we are asked to do and 
what we are not asked to do.” He 
added, “I think that early in our time 
together we will be able to set an 
ambitious but realistic timeline for 
completing our recommendations. 
I’m confident that our time 
together will be spent prayerfully, 
thoughtfully and efficiently.” t

The Rev. Cessar L. Scott, executive 
minister of the Baptist General Convention, 
presents Bishop Jones with the Lifetime 
Ecumenist Award.
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For the second year in a row, 
a Virginia bishop received the 
honor of the Virginia Council 
of Churches’ (VCC) Lifetime 
Ecumenist Award. VCC presented 
the award to the Rt. Rev. David C. 
Jones, bishop suffragan, at their 
Faith in Action Award Luncheon on 

Jones upon receiving the award. “I 
am very humbled.”
 Other honorees included 
Bishop Kammerer and the St. 
Paul’s, Richmond-based Micah 
Initiative, which both received Faith 
in Action Awards. t
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On Thursday, June 10, the Diocese of 
Virginia received the news that the 
Supreme Court of Virginia had ruled 
that the 57-9 “Division Statute” was 
incorrectly applied by the Fairfax 
County Circuit Court. The statute 
has forced faithful Episcopalians to 
worship elsewhere for over three 
years. The Supreme Court has sent 
the matter back to the lower court 
for further proceedings. The Diocese 
will now seek to demonstrate that 
the property is held in trust for all 
80,000 Episcopalians who worship in 
the Diocese.
 “This decision brings us one 
important step closer to returning 
loyal Episcopalians, who have 
been extraordinarily faithful 
in disheartening and difficult 
circumstances, to their church 
homes,” said the Rt. Rev. Shannon 
S. Johnston, bishop of Virginia. 
“We are extremely grateful for this 
opportunity to correct a grievous 
harm.  The Episcopal Church has and 
will continue to stand by its people, 
its traditions and its legacy - past and 
future. We look forward to resolving 
this matter as quickly as possible and 
bringing our faithful brothers and 
sisters back to their home churches.”
 Seventy members of the 
continuing congregations and 
diocesan friends gathered at St. 
George’s, Fredericksburg on the 
Saturday following the ruling for a 
time of fellowship and a discussion of 
next steps. Members of the diocesan 

legal team helped unpack the details 
of the ruling and answered questions 
about next steps. Because this is a 
state Supreme Court ruling on a 
state statute, it cannot be appealed 
to the United States Supreme Court. 
The case has been remanded back 
to the circuit court. As a result of 
its statutory ruling, the Supreme 
Court of Virginia did not rule on the 
constitutionality of the statute. 
 The focus of the day was more 
on mission than legal issues: “How 
do we move together ahead in ways 
that proclaim the good news of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?” posed 
the Rev. Canon Susan Goff, diocesan 

canon to the ordinary. 
 “The Gospel trumps any 
differences that come to light through 
the course of legal proceedings,” said 
Bishop Johnston. “It is important to 
keep the spirit of reconciliation in our 
hearts and minds.”
 In his homily during the worship 
that closed the day’s events, Bishop 
Johnston spoke to the importance of 
recognizing those mixed feelings that 
can manifest during a time such as 
this. “There are a lot of mixed feelings 
in this room,” he said. “The only way 
to achieve transformation is to offer 
yourself wholly, entirely to grace.” t

Court rules in Favor of Diocese
CANA not a ‘branch’ of the Church

By Emily Cherry

(From left to right) The Rev. Kate Chipps, rector of St. Margaret’s, Woodbridge; the Rev. 
Cathy Tibbetts, assistant rector of The Falls Church, Falls Church; the Rev. Lucia Lloyd, 
rector of St. Stephen’s, Heathsville; the Rev. Donna Foughty, priest-in-charge of Epiphany, 
Oak Hill; and the Rev. Michael Pipkin, rector of The Falls Church, Falls Church, worship 
together at the Saturday meeting following the announcement of the Supreme Court ruling.
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‘We are a resurrected church’
By Mary Frances Schjonberg for Episcopal News Service

During a recent visit to New York 
City, the Rt. Rev. Jean Zaché Duracin, 
bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Haiti, told Episcopal Church Center 
staff that he hopes his diocese and 
nation can “rebuild a new mentality.”
 He delivered to Church Center 
personnel what he called “part 
one” of the diocese’s master plan 
for rebuilding. The document 
is an assessment of the damage 
to diocesan institutions by the 
magnitude-7 earthquake that struck 
on January 12.
 The next part of the master 
plan, Bishop Duracin said, will be 
an assessment of other diocesan 

buildings that were less damaged 
than those covered in the first 
assessment, but still in need of repairs.
 “A new vision has to be in the 
master plan — not physical design 
and cost — but we have to rebuild a 
new mentality for Haitian people,” 
he said. 
 The bishop said that he wonders 
about “how to use the earthquake 
now to seek opportunities to live 
together in unity.”
  “We have a lot to do,” Bishop 
Duracin said. “We have lost so 
many churches, so many other 
schools in the countryside which 
have to be rebuilt.”

 And, Bishop Duracin added, 
he worries about the fate of the 
thousands of people still living in 
tent settlements as the rainy season, 
with its hurricanes, settles in. “I 
worry about the situation of people 
now because we have too many 
people in tents,” he said.
 The bishop expressed his 
gratitude to the larger Church for 
“its support to us and I ask the whole 
church to continue to pray for us 
and act with us for rebuilding of the 
diocese.
 “We are a resurrected church,” 
he said. t



O rector of St. Mary’s, Goochland and 
a member of the Chapel Interiors 
Committee, delivered the homily at 
the celebratory Eucharist. “[Bishop 
Lee’s] episcopate is an enduring 
example of grace in action,” said 
Dr. Miller. “The Bishop’s Chapel 
is meant to honor the historic 
significance of one ministry and 
to affirm the Episcopal leadership 
of our diocese in the past, in the 
present and in the future.” 

Roslyn 5

On Tuesday, June 1, over 300 people 
gathered at Roslyn Conference 
& Retreat Center in Richmond 
to celebrate the dedication and 
consecration of the Bishop’s 
Chapel, first contemplated in Miss 
Annie Rose Walker’s 1934 will.  
Constructed to honor the episcopate 
of the Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee, 12th 
bishop of Virginia, the Carpenter 
Gothic-style chapel, designed by 
architectural firm Bartzen + Ball, 
holds a congregation of 100, which 
matches Roslyn’s overnight guest 
capacity. The building features 
glass walls in a simple structure, 
with a cross built into the wall 
rising behind the altar. “This chapel 
is a remarkable testament to a 
remarkable episcopate,” said the 
Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, 13th 
bishop of Virginia.  
 “Roslyn has been a place of 
retreat, nourishment and inspiration 
for generations of leaders,” added 
the Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, bishop 
suffragan. “Now, the Bishop’s 
Chapel will be the spiritual center 
of that important work. What a 
fitting tribute to Bishop Lee!”
  The Rev. Dr. John E. Miller, 

Roslyn Has Chapel at Last
By Emily Cherry

(Left) Paid for by the clergy of the Diocese, 
this portrait of the Rt. Rev. Peter James 
Lee now hangs in Mayo Memorial Church 
House. It was unveiled at the dedication and 
consecration of the Bishop’s Chapel. 

(Below) Standing on a hill overlooking the 
James River at Roslyn Conference & Retreat 
Center, the Bishop’s Chapel at Roslyn 
honors the episcopate of the Rt. Rev. Peter 
James Lee.

 Following the service of 
dedication and consecration, 
Bishop Johnston unveiled a portrait 
of Bishop Lee at the reception 
afterward.  Painted by Mark Shea 
and paid for by the clergy of the 
Diocese, the portrait now hangs in 
the Bishop’s Conference Room at the 
Mayo Memorial Church House.
 Bishop Lee currently serves as 
interim dean at Grace Cathedral, 
San Francisco. t
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/ Oil continued on page 7

HHere is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring 
forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his 
voice, or make it heard in the street; A bruised reed he will 
not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; He 
will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his teaching.
 Isaiah 42:1-4

Lord Jesus, servant of God, who calmed the sea and 
walked on the water, the coastlands wait for your 
teaching today. The marshlands wait for justice. The 
seashores wait for blessing. Because destruction 
threatens. Black crude spews forth where it does not 
belong, fouling your waters, killing your sea creatures, 
tarring the feathers of your beautiful sea birds. It follows 
ocean currents in ribbons until it washes up on the 
shore, ravaging fragile wetlands and spoiling white 
sand beaches. And as it destroys ecosystems, it destroys 
cultures and lifestyles and livelihoods that have 
depended on those systems for generations.
 Who is to blame, Lord? We point our fingers at 
big oil companies, who are greatly culpable. We point 
our fingers at local, state and national government 
for things done and things left undone, and we see 
their culpability as well. But as we point a finger at 
others, three fingers point right back at us. We share 
in the blame for this tragedy. By our blind addiction 
to fossil fuel, to relatively cheap energy and to the 
comfortable, familiar lifestyle such energy affords us, 
we are co-conspirators with big oil in this tragedy. We 
are co-conspirators with legislators who have been 

loath to apply regulations to the oil industry, fearing 
that we would not reelect them if they did. By our 
unacknowledged addiction to oil, we share in the blame.
 Who will pay, Lord? As government and oil 
companies argue over who will pay the clean up costs, 
the coastlands themselves are paying. The fragile 
wetlands are paying.  The creatures of the sea are 
paying. Those whose livelihoods depend on the seas 
and the coastlands are paying. The poor and the weak, 
the innocent and the powerless are paying. And we 
ourselves are paying. We will all pay. We will pay in 
ways we haven’t yet imagined. 
 Where is the hope, Lord? Like the plague of long 
ago when the river was turned to blood, this plague 
of spilling oil brings sickness and destruction and 
death. But you, Lord, spilled your blood on the hard 
wood of the cross. And that spilling brings healing 
and reconciliation and new life to all creation. So we 
pray you, Lord, bring healing now in the midst of this 
brokenness. Bring life now in the face of this death. 
Forgive us our complicity in this crisis and reveal your 
reconciling love. Inspire us to desire renewable energy 
sources and give us the courage to make the sacrifices 
we must to use them. Teach us to live, as you did, for 
others and for the sake of a world in need. For when we, 
your Church, learn to sacrifice our own comfort, as you 
sacrificed yours throughout your life, we will be partners 
with you in the healing of the world, and you will 
do wonders even through us. Come, Lord Jesus, with 
blessing and grace to the coastlands that wait for you.

Amen.

The Coastlands Wait for God’s Teaching
A theological reflection and prayer 

By the Rev. Canon Susan Goff

erD Supports local Communities in Wake of oil Spill
From Episcopal Relief & Development 

On April 20, 2010, an offshore 
oil rig exploded and sank in the 
Gulf Coast, causing a massive oil 
leak that is threatening coastal 
communities. In the wake of 
this disaster, Episcopal Relief & 
Development is working closely 
with the Diocese of Louisiana to 
assist those most impacted. The 
agency is also in communication 
with the Dioceses of Mississippi and 
the Central Gulf Coast to determine 
the best course of action.
 In Louisiana, Episcopal Relief 
& Development is supporting the 
activities of Episcopal Community 
Services of Louisiana (ECSLA) and 
its partner Bayou Grace Community 
Services. These agencies are 
working to reach affected coastal 
communities in the state’s five-
bayou parish of Terrebonne.
 “ECSLA has been able to 

leverage their existing ministries 
and connections and build on 
the knowledge gained during 
the Katrina response, which has 
given them a real advantage in 

responding to this crisis,” said 
Katie Mears, Episcopal Relief & 
Development’s program manager 
for USA Disaster Preparedness and 

Workers prepare boom for deployment.
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a staff person with a dedicated 
position” for singles ministry, said 
Dr. McLaughlin. That’s where Solo 
Flight is able to help fill the gap. 
 This year, they’re looking 
to expand that reach. This is a 
conference that “has always been 
about personal spiritual renewal,” 
said Dr. McLaughlin. “We wanted 
to combine the personal spiritual 
growth aspect and the fellowship 
with engaging the leadership of 
the Church in what we feel is a 
very pivotal question that must be 
addressed,” said Dr. McLaughlin: 
“Why, in a church that is losing 
numbers and says that it wants 
to evangelize and provide for 
young adults, are we ignoring this 
population?”
 For the past 20 years, Solo Flight 
has operated without any outside 
financial support, instead running 
entirely on registration fees. A 2001 
General Convention Resolution 
from the Standing Committee on 
Evangelism called for support of 
an extended Solo Flight program, 
but funding never came through. 
Solo Flight “is a prime tool for 
evangelism,” said Dr. McLaughlin, 
“because we are the Church that 
encourages people to think. We are 
the Church that is willing to address 
tough topics.” Plus, she added, 
“Because of our spirituality, we are a 
natural as a church to be able to say 
to people, ‘come and look at single 
life through the eyes of your faith.’”
 This Labor Day weekend, 
attendees will gather under the 
theme “One is a Whole Number.” 
For the second time, Solo Flight will 
use Roslyn Conference & Retreat 

Center as their home base. 
 The Rev. Bruce Stewart, 
chaplain at Goodwin House and 
director of the Center for Liturgy 
and Arts, has been on the Solo 
Flight faculty for 17 of its 20 years. 
“Single people, in general, get 
alienated from the Church because 
the Church is designed for people 
who are married with children. If 
a person doesn’t fit that category, 
it takes a lot more drive and 
attention to remain connected,” 
said Mr. Stewart. Solo Flight “is 
about discovering who we are as 
complete individuals,” he added. 
“Then, we’re able to be involved in 
community, because then we know 
who we are.” The Rev. Dr. David 
Perkins, formerly vicar of All 

Souls’, Atlee and now serving in 
Kentucky, also played a formative 
role in the planning and execution 
of Solo Flight. 
 Jane Gentry Vance, former poet 
laureate of Kentucky, will serve 
as keynote speaker, exploring the 
concept of being whole without a 
significant other. The Rev. Laurie 
Brock, featured speaker, will 
address what it means to be young 
and single in the Church today. 
Other workshops vary each year 
but might include poetry, writing or 
dance. One tract is typically devoted 
to those wanting to learn more 
about single adult ministry. 
To learn more or to register, visit 
www.soloflightministry.net. t

Solo Flight continued from page 1 /

Oil continued from page 6 /

(From left to right) The Rev. Dr. David Perkins and the Rev. Dr. Jan M. Cottrell, Solo Flight 
chaplains, stand with the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, bishop of Virginia, and the Rev. 
Bruce Stewart, musician and liturgist for Solo Flight, at the 2009 conference at Roslyn. The 
Solo Flight staff works with group leaders, an artist-in-residence and keynote speakers to 
present each year’s conference. Bishop Johnston attended the third Solo Flight Conference in 
1993 when he was a priest in Mississippi. 

Response. “The work in Louisiana 
is already reaching people who 
might otherwise fall through the 
cracks because they can’t access 
sufficient resources, whether due 
to transportation challenges, lack 
of information or uncertainty about 
the different avenues they might 
pursue for assistance.”
 Critical support is already 
reaching the people of Terrebonne. 
Representatives from ECSLA 
have opened accounts at local 
grocery stores and are distributing 
grocery cards to families in need. 
Gas cards are being provided to 
those who must travel to reach 
stores and food is also being 
distributed directly from the Dulac 
Community Center. In addition 
to food assistance, volunteers will 

resources
The National Council of Churches 
of Christ Eco-Justice Programs 
contains prayers, bulletin inserts 
and more information.  
www.nccecojustice.org
 The Episcopal Relief & 
Development Web site contains 
updates and news articles.  
www.er-d.org.

provide legal support, pastoral care 
and information referrals both at 
the Bayou Grace office in Chauvin 
and with the help of an ECSLA 
vehicle. The RV will pass through 
the area on a set schedule, bringing 
information to those unable to 
travel to Chauvin.
 “We’ve been in contact with 
the Dioceses of Mississippi and 
the Central Gulf Coast as well,” 
continued Ms. Mears. “Programs 
that were put in place to help 
Katrina survivors in Mississippi 
continue to operate, including food 
pantries run through individual 
parishes. Both dioceses are 
currently performing thorough 
needs assessments to determine 
what else is needed in the 
communities made vulnerable by 

this disaster.”
 “In addition to providing 
support throughout that process, 
Episcopal Relief & Development 
is standing by, ready to provide 
necessary assistance in the coming 
weeks and months.” t
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8 Shrine MonT

This summer, on the final firefly-lit 
evenings of each of 16 camp sessions 
at Shrine Mont, over 600 campers 
will pack their chlorine-scented 
swimsuits and clothes carrying half 
the dirt in Shenandoah County in 
with the towels still damp because 
of the thunderstorms that came over 
the mountain every time they were 
almost dry.  When those trunks 
are opened at home, the smells 
of church camp will fill laundry 
rooms all over the Diocese.  (Tip for 
parents:  Open the trunk outside the 
house and let it breathe a bit.)
 As those hundreds of children 
and teenagers head home to Mt. 
Vernon, Mt. Jackson and The Plains, 
to Falls Church, Old Church and 
New Kent, to Prince William, King 
George and Port Republic, they will 
bring back more than smelly clothes 
and happy memories.  Many of 
them—maybe most of them—will 
go home having spent more time 
in prayer and worship, and having 
given more thought to Christian faith 
and their own spiritual identity while 
they were at camp at Shrine Mont 
than they do in the other 50 weeks 
of the year put together.  This reality 
means that our camp counselors 
are among the most influential lay 
ministers in our midst.
 Many dioceses have beloved 
summer camps, but I know of no 
other in which so many in positions 

of lay and ordained leadership at 
the parish and diocesan level were 
formed in the faith and committed 
to the ministry of the Church at 
summer camp.  As director of St. 
George’s Camp from 2004 to 2008, I 
learned that Virginia Episcopalians 
are proud of Shrine Mont camps.  
We know that we do camp well.  But 
as director, I also learned that we 
need to understand better how this 
ministry is supported.
 Here are a few facts about 
which I continue to encounter 
confusion around the Diocese:  
Camp costs more to run than we 
could ever charge in “tuition.”  The 
difference comes from a line item 
for camps in the general diocesan 
budget approved at Annual 
Council.  Shrine Mont, which is 
financially independent of the 
Diocese, generously hosts our 
camps with gracious hospitality, 
but does not subsidize them.  And 
lastly, because the budget for camps 
is always tight, we underpay our 
camp counselors.
 Serving as director of St. 
George’s was one of the great 
blessings of my life, and I was proud 
to be associated with that ministry.  
And yet, when I was interviewing 
applicants for summer jobs on the 
camp staff, I was embarrassed to 
tell them what we, the Diocese of 
Virginia, were proposing to pay 

them to carry out the ministry in 
which we take such pride.  The most 
disheartening moments in my five 
years as director were those times 
when a promising job applicant—
usually a college student—from a 
family of modest means told me 
that he or she was eager to serve the 
Church as a camp counselor, but 
could not afford to do so.
 As director of St. George’s, 
when I had finished hiring the 
staff in late winter or early spring, 
I would ask the counselors to begin 
praying for all the campers, known 
and unknown, who were sitting 
in dreary February and March 
classrooms daydreaming about 
Shrine Mont and counting the days 
until camp.  I knew that they would 
be better able to honor the campers 
if they had been praying for them.  
As the counselors of Shrine Mont 
camps begin their ministry this 
summer, I ask you to pray for them 
and their ministry, that we, their 
diocesan family, might better honor 
them.  I know from the bishop, 
from clergy, and from parents and 
campers that our hearts are with 
Shrine Mont camps. Let us pray for 
the grace to put our treasure where 
our hearts already are. t

The Rev. Will Peyton is assistant rector 
at St. Paul’s, Ivy.

Supporting our Camps
By the Rev. Will Peyton
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9News of The Diocese

Getting to Know your Diocese: The 15 regions
By Emily Cherry

If you’re reading this newspaper, 
chances are you’re a communicant 
of the Diocese of Virginia. And 
if you worship in the Diocese of 
Virginia, you’re a member not only 
of a church and a diocese, but of 

How do regions support these different ministries?
 Each region maintains its own budget, approved by the Executive Board of the Diocese and funded by the 
churches of the region. Some regions, including Region I and Region XIII, maintain emergency or mission funds 
to help support their own churches. Region XIV recently reorganized their budget categories to match the Rt. Rev. 
Shannon Johnston’s new mission and ministry priorities, which “helps us feel more unified with the regions and 
with the Diocese,” said Dr. Smith. 
 Many regions also help support other Episcopal institutions within their boundaries. In Region X, supporting the 
campus ministry at Virginia Commonwealth University is a top priority, while Region XIV enjoys a relationship with 
the Westminster-Canterbury, Shenandoah Retirement Community. 

What does that mean?
 “Safeguarding the interests” and “extending the ministrations” 
of the Church can mean different things for different regions. “I have 
found it very interesting how utterly diverse the regions are,” said Brian 
Carr, president of Region IX and member of St. Paul’s, Richmond. “We 
have been focused on relations among our regional churches,” he added. 
 Fellowship and community-building is a large part of regional 
interaction. The churches of Region III join together to host a Lenten 
speaker and luncheon series, followed by a joint Easter Vigil. St. Mary’s, 
Arlington in Region III hosts an annual, region-wide outreach camp. 
 Region IV helps support various local outreach ministries, including 
Healthy Families Alexandria, a voluntary home visiting program that 
supports new parents, and Carpenter’s Shelter, which serves meals to the 
homeless and provides education and life skills classes. 
 The “Valley Episcopalians” in Region XIV recently started their 
own Web site (www.valleyepiscopalians.thediocese.net). “The Web 
site is helpful because it enables people,” said the Very Rev. Dr. Hilary 
Smith, dean of Region XIV and rector of St. Paul’s Church-on-the-Hill, 
Winchester, whose region is 200 miles long. “I think it’s helping us feel 
more connected to each other.”

Why do we have regions? 
 The regional council’s purpose 
is to “be responsible for seeing that 
the ministrations of the Episcopal 
Church are made available to every 
person living within the boundaries 
of such region and shall exercise 
authority for the region as a whole 
in safeguarding the interests and 
extending the ministrations of the 
Church throughout its borders.”

Who leads regions? 
 Each region has a regional 
council made up of all active 
clergy in the region and as many 
lay persons as it has lay delegates 
to Council. The president is an 
elected lay leader of regional 
council. The dean is a clergy 
leader of regional council who is 
appointed by the bishop. 

What’s my region? 
Region I: Fredericksburg, Culpeper and surrounding areas
Region II: The Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula
Region III: Arlington
Region IV: Alexandria
Region V: Northern Fairfax
Region VI: Alexandria south to Woodbridge
Region VII: Western Fairfax 
Region VIII: Falls Church and Annandale
Region IX: Richmond east to New Kent and Charles City counties
Region X: Richmond city
Region XI: Northern Richmond north to Ashland and Hanover
Region XII: Richmond west through Goochland County
Region XIII: Loudoun and Fauquier counties
Region XIV: The Shenandoah Valley
Region XV:  Charlottesville north through Green and parts of 

Orange counties

What is a region? 
 Provided for by the diocesan 
canons, the 15 regions divide 
the churches of the Diocese into 
groups, determined by the Standing 
Committee, who meet on a regular 
basis to share information, support 
each other and support the work of 
the Church.

a region, as well. “The regional 
structure can be a great way to 
build and enhance community in 
a diocese that is large in numbers 
and wide in geography,” said 
Henry D.W. Burt, secretary of the 

Diocese.  “We’re looking forward to 
furthering our work with regions 
to help strengthen our common 
life.”  Read on to take a closer look 
at the structure, mission and work 
of the regions. t
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10 News of The Diocese

Stewardship: The Time is Now
By Frances Caldwell

The summer pace in churches 
is a busy time for stewardship 
committees as they gear up for fall 
annual giving campaigns.  There 
is no better opportunity than now 
to plan a new approach for your 
campaign – your results might 
surprise you.  Some thoughts for 
this fall are to make it:
• Positive, fun and celebratory
• Transparent
• Ministry driven
• Inviting
• Beyond yourself
• Beyond your church
• Beyond your Diocese
• Inviting to joyful givers
•  About the possibility you have to 

make a difference in this world, as 
individuals and as a church  

Two books in particular are helpful 
resources that can help you bring 
new life to your giving programs – 
giving of your work, your wisdom 
and your wealth, individually and 
together as a congregation.  These 
are great investments which will 

prepare your vestry and 
annual giving committee 
for theologically sound 
and rewarding giving 
campaigns.  
•  More Blessed to Give by 

John McNaughton 
•  The Spirituality of Fund-

Raising by Henri J. M. 
Nouwen 

For more help with 
giving programs, visit 
the Web site for The 
Episcopal Network of Stewardship 
(TENS) at www.tens.org

We currently have scheduled two fall 
planned giving workshops designed 
to help you setup or re-energize 
giving to an endowment fund.

Wednesday, September 15, 7-9:00 
p.m., Christ Church, Charlottesville

Saturday, September 25, 2-4:00 
p.m., Emmanuel, Harrisonburg

Please call your diocese 
if you have questions 
about your year round 
stewardship programs.  
Frances Caldwell, 
director of Development 
& Stewardship and 
Allen Jamerson, assistant 
for Development & 
Stewardship, will be 
glad to give you support 
and guidance. t 

CHRISTCHURCH SCHOOL
Great journeys begin at the river! 

a curriculum for the 21st century

An Episcopal college preparatory school located on the Rappahannock River. 
Boys boarding and co-educational day school for grades 9-12 and PG

www.christchurchschool.org  |  804-758-2306

an extraordinary classroom

ICRIBINKI
I Can’t remember  
It because I Never Knew It
Fun Facts and Relevant Information 
About Life in the Diocese

Your diocese currently has 30 
people in the process for priesthood 
and 19 people in the process to 
become vocational deacons. 
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Dear Diocesan Family,

t Youth and young adult ministry
t Strengthening our congregations
t Evangelism and proclamation
t  Mission beyond ourselves (local, national, 

international outreach).
t Ethnic and multicultural ministry

Once again, there you have them.  These are the ways 
in which I hope the Diocese of Virginia focuses our life 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, specifically over the next 
three to four years.
 But what will all of that look like?  In other words, 
who does what?
 To begin with, let’s be very sure that I’m not talking 
about some sort of new-fangled or canned diocesan 
programming.  Our priorities for ministry are not a 
“program.”  In fact, I believe that framing them like 
that will practically neutralize their power to impart 
transformation and vigor into our churches’ ministries 
across the diocese. My vision is that every one of our 
congregations will truly take hold of these particular 
areas of Christian life, making the hard choices to direct 
precious resources into ministries that breathe life 
into “the list.”  For me, this means that the Diocese of 
Virginia doesn’t have a program of ministry priorities 
but rather has 181 programs, a common mission that we 
share from place to place.  Just imagine the cumulative 
impact such commitment could make in every city, town 
and county of the Diocese.
 To this end, what you will have from your bishops 
and diocesan staff is a steady focus on these areas of 
ministry when we gather with one another and when 
we come to meet with you in your church homes.  We’ll 
always be glad to speak with you about whatever is at 
hand at any given time, but you can also expect that we 
will want to check-in with vestries, mission committees, 
clergy or other leadership as to what is happening in 
your ministries and how you are doing in these areas of 
priority.  Our focus on ministry priorities means that not 
only will we have common emphases in every place but 
also a common conversation across our diocese.
 Such a conversation will benefit everyone.  What 
so many of our churches are already doing in the 
priorities for ministry will be informative and inspiring 
for so many others.  Do not underestimate the power 
of the ideas and witness already established in your 
congregation for your brothers and sisters in this 
diocese.  Please consider also that any given idea or 
program in one place can take on an entirely different 
incarnation in another local context.   We have so much 
that we must share with each other.  This is why you 
will also see a heavy concentration on our ministry 

The Priorities for Ministry and Mission

priorities in the pages of The 
Virginia Episcopalian from now 
on.  So, we want to hear from 
your church!
 Of course, it will be the 
responsibility of your diocesan 
leadership to ensure that 
the Diocese of Virginia’s 
budget also reflects a strong 
commitment to these five areas 

of ministry.  I would expect the diocesan Council to 
hold us accountable for this.  If you want to know what 
we would do with increased financial support to the 
diocesan budget, these five priorities contain the vision.  
There are many ministries that we together as a diocese 
can do more realistically, practically and efficiently than 
can a congregation.  In a very real sense, our strength 
is in our combined numbers.  For example, I long for 
Episcopal chaplains for every college, community 
college and university within this diocese (including 
several that would be full-time).  What an exciting 
prospect—this ministry alone could easily address all 
five priorities for mission simultaneously. 
 Furthermore, I have been working to re-organize 
and re-orient our diocesan staff so that we are set up 
for attention to these ministries and that we carry this 
mindset in all that we do.  I’m asking our staff to take 
to the road more often and visit our congregations for 
introductions, presentations and consultations.  This is 
for any congregation—large, small or in-between. There 
is a wealth of resources in this truly remarkable group 
of people that can directly impact congregational life. 
Just go to our Web site and find the staff biographies 
to see what I’m talking about.  We welcome your 
invitations to arrange a staff visit.  You may want to 
consider having two or three different staff persons visit 
as a way to help build up your ministries in particular 
areas of the five priorities.
 This letter is the first in a series about our ministries.  
We will consider each of the priorities in turn.  Next 
time:  youth and young adult formation.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston
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July
1
50+ Years Wedding Anniversary Celebration; 
Shenandoah Westminster Canterbury; 1 p.m. Contact 
Anna Moncure, amoncure@thediocese.net or 800-
DIOCESE x25.

3
Salute to the Signers Service; Yeocomico Church, 
Westmoreland County; 9:30 a.m.

4
Bishop’s Bluegrass Festival & 5K Race; Shrine Mont.

5
Diocesan Offices Closed in Observance of 
Independence Day.

12-17
Bear Mountain Mission Camp; Week-long mission 
opportunity with the Monacan Indian Nation in 
Amherst County. Contact the Rev. Judy Parrish, 434-277-
8321, or the Rev. Marian Windel, 540-894-5330.

Calendar

17
The Beauty of Tiffany Glass; Tour will visit a number 
of sites, including St. James’s, Richmond and St. Paul’s, 
Richmond. Visit www.richmondhistorycenter.com. 

22
Standing Committee Meeting; St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg; 10 a.m.

25-27
Education for Ministry Mentor Training; Roslyn 
Conference Center; Visit www.efmvirginia.com.

26-31
Bear Mountain Mission Camp; Week-long mission 
opportunity with the Monacan Indian Nation in 
Amherst County. Contact the Rev. Judy Parrish, 434-277-
8321, or the Rev. Marian Windel, 540-894-5330.

August
26
Standing Committee Meeting; St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg; 10 a.m.

27-29
Vocational Diaconate Postulancy Formation Retreat; 
Roslyn Conference & Retreat Center.

In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 73 million Anglicans in 38 
member provinces.
 The Archbishop of Canterbury
 The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan Williams

In the United States
A community of 2.2 million members in 110 dioceses 
in the Americas and abroad. Organized 1789.
 The Presiding Bishop
 The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
 Episcopal Seat: The Washington National Cathedral

In the Diocese of Virginia
A community of more than 80,000 baptized members 
and 424 clergy in 38 counties of central, northern and 
northwestern Virginia, serving the world through 181 
congregations, six schools, two diocesan centers and 
six diocesan homes, and home to the largest Anglican 
seminary in the world. Organized 1785.
 The Bishop
 The Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood Johnston
 The Bishop Suffragan
 The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones

The Mayo Memorial Church House:
110 W. Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23220-5095
804-643-8451, 800-DIOCESE, FAX 804-644-6928.

Episcopal Seat: 
The Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration,  
Orkney Springs

How to Reach the Diocesan Staff
Call 800-DIOCESE (346-2373) or 804-643-8451.

Paris Ball, Director of Christian Formation pball@thediocese.net ext. 24

Buck Blanchard, Director of Mission and Outreach bblanchard@thediocese.net 16

Mary Anne Bryant, Administrative Assistant, World Mission  mabryant@thediocese.net 17

Henry Burt, Secretary of the Diocese, Chief of Staff  hburt@thediocese.net 30

Joy Buzzard, Financial Administrator  jbuzzard@thediocese.net 22

Frances Caldwell, Director of Development and Stewardship fcaldwell@thediocese.net 35

Emily Cherry, Communications Officer echerry@thediocese.net 21

Laura Cramer, Benefits Administrator  lcarmer@thediocese.net 40

Tyler Fox, Administrative Assistant to Bishop Jones tfox@thediocese.net 703-824-1325

The Rev. Canon Susan Goff, Canon to the Ordinary sgoff@thediocese.net 11

Cathy Gowen, Administrative Assistant to Canon to the Ordinary  cgowen@thediocese.net 15

Allen Jamerson, Administrative Assistant, Development and Stewardship ajamerson@thediocese.net 29

Kathlyn Jones, Administrative Assistant, Office of Christian Formation kjones@thediocese.net 31

Wilbert “Skeet” Jones, Sexton   28

Michael J. Kerr, Treasurer  mkerr@thediocese.net 20

Mildred Lofton, Bookkeeper  mlofton@thediocese.net 23

Anna Moncure, Administrative Assistant to the Secretary amoncure@thediocese.net 25

Lindsay Ryland, Transition Ministry Officer  lryland@thediocese.net 13

Karen Smith, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant  ksmith@thediocese.net 10

Michael Wade, Assistant to the Director of Christian Formation mwade@thediocese.net 27 

Amy Williams, Administrative Assistant to Bishop Johnston awilliams@thediocese.net 12

Who We Are
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bishops’ Visitations
Bishop Johnston

July 11 
a.m.  Emmanuel Brookhill,  

Richmond

July 18 
a.m.  Piedmont/Bromfield Parish, 

Madison

p.m. Grace, Stanardsville

July 25 
a.m. St. Philip’s, Richmond 
p.m. Calvary, Hanover

August 1 
a.m. St. John’s, Centreville 
p.m. Olivet, Franconia

August 6 
p.m. St. John’s, Warsaw

August 8 
a.m. Christ Church, Middlesex

August 11 
p.m. Vauter’s, Loretto

August 15 
a.m. St. Clement, Alexandria

August 22 
a.m.  The Falls Church, Falls 

Church

August 29 
a.m.  Hanover w/Brunswick,  

King George
a.m.  St. Paul’s Owens, King George

Bishop Jones

July 11 
a.m. Kingston Parish, Mathews 
p.m. Immanuel, King & Queen

July 18 
a.m. Trinity, Lancaster 
a.m.  St. Mary’s Whitechapel, 

Lively

July 25 
a.m. St. Paul’s, West Poinot 
a.m. St. John’s, West Point 
p.m. Grace, Miller’s Tavern

August 1 
a.m. St. Paul’s, Nomini Grove

August 29 
a.m.  Immanuel Old Church, 

Mechanicsville

Deaths

Correction

t The Rev. Charles Sydnor Cook 
Jr., a retired priest of the Diocese 
of Virginia, died on May 21 in 
Richmond. Mr. Cook served at 
St. John’s, Warsaw in addition to 
serving at several churches in the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia. He is 
survived by his wife, Barbara, two 
daughters and one grandchild. 

t The Rev. S. Neale Morgan, 
a retired priest of the Diocese of 
Virginia living in West Virginia, 
died on April 30. Mr. Morgan served 
at St. Paul’s Church-on-the-Hill, 
Winchester; Emmanuel, Middleburg; 
and Church of Our Redeemer, 

Aldie, in addition to churches 
in Pennsylvania, the Dominican 
Republic and Washington, D.C. He 
is survived by his wife, two children 
and four grandchildren. 

t The Rev. Grant Sherk Jr., a 
retired priest of this Diocese, died 
April 9 in West Palm Beach, Fla. He 
is survived by his wife Polly and 
children Marna, Grant and Linda. 
Mr. Sherk was the founding rector 
at St. Dunstan’s, McLean and served 
there for 30 years. 

t The Rev. Ryan C. Fleenor will 
join the staff of St. James’, New 
York, N.Y. as a Lilly Fellow.  He is 
a recent graduate of Yale Divinity 
School and will begin his ministry 
at St. James’ on July 1.

t The Rev. Christopher Garcia 
has been called as assistant to 
the rector for youth and family 
ministries at Christ Church, 
Georgetown in the Diocese of 
Washington, beginning July 1.  He 
is a recent graduate of Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

t The Rev. Catherine D. Hicks 
has been called as deacon-in-
charge of St. Peter’s, Port Royal, 
beginning August 1. She is 

Clergy Changes
a recent graduate of Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

t The Rev. Prentice Kinser III has 
announced his retirement as rector of 
St. Peter’s, Oak Grove and St. James’s, 
Montross, where he has served since 
2000.  He will retire on November 1. 

t The Rev. Anne L.Y. Manson is 
retiring as rector of Cunningham 
Chapel Parish at the end of October 
of this year.  She plans to make her 
home in Richmond.  

t The Rev. William P. Peyton, 
assistant rector at St. Paul’s, Ivy, 
has accepted the call to be associate 
rector of St. James’, New York, N.Y. 
beginning August 1.

t Anita Graf White, wife of the 
Rev. Elijah White, formerly a priest 
of the Diocese of Virginia, died on 
June 6. 

t The Rev. Susan Sowers has 
been called as associate rector of 
St. Christopher’s, Pensacola, Fla., 
beginning July 1.  She is a recent 
graduate of Virginia Theological 
Seminary.

t The Rev. Linnea Turner has 
announced that she will retire 
in August of this year, having 
served as rector of Leeds Church, 
Markham since 1993.

t The Rev. Anne Lane Witt has 
accepted the call of Grace Church, 
Kilmarnock as assistant rector, 
beginning July 18. She is a recent 
graduate of the General Theological 
Seminary. 

The calendar in the May issue of 
The Virginia Episcopalian referred 
to an Integrity Circle at St. Paul’s 
Memorial, Charlottesville. The 
organization at St. Paul’s Memorial 
is a full Integrity Chapter, not a 
circle. The Virginia Episcopalian 
apologizes for this error.
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A
Las prioridades para el ministerio y la misión

Apreciada familia diocesana:

t Ministerio entre jóvenes y adultos jóvenes
t Fortalecimiento de las congregaciones
t Evangelismo
t  Misión más allá de la diócesis (local, nacional, 

internacional)
t Ministerio étnico y multicultural

De nuevo, estas son nuestras prioridades.  Estas son las 
formas en que yo espero que la Diócesis de Virginia 
enfoque nuestra vida en el Evangelio de Jesucristo, 
específicamente durante los próximos tres o cuatro años.  
Pero, ¿cómo se logrará?  En otras palabras, ¿quién se 
ocupará de hacerlo realidad?
 Para comenzar, quiero asegurarles que no estoy 
hablando de un nuevo programa o actividades 
“listas para usar” enviadas por la diócesis.  Nuestras 
prioridades para el ministerio no son un “programa.”  
En realidad, creo que si tratáramos de hacerlo así 
prácticamente se neutralizaría el poder que tienen 
para impartir transformación y renovar el vigor de los 
ministerios parroquiales en toda la diócesis. Mi visión 
es que cada una de nuestras congregaciones se apropie 
de estas áreas particulares de nuestra vida cristiana y 
tomarán decisiones serias como para dirigir los escasos 
recursos disponibles para hacer realidad “esta lista.”  
Para mí, esto significa que la Diócesis de Virginia 
no tiene un programa de prioridades misioneras 
pero, en cambio, tiene 181 programas y la misión que 
compartimos en todas y cada una de nuestras iglesias.  
Traten de imaginarse el impacto acumulativo que esta 
clase de compromiso podría hacer sentir en cada ciudad, 
pueblo o condado de esta diócesis.
 Para lograrlo, lo que ustedes recibirán es el continuo 
apoyo de sus obispos y del personal diocesano sobre 
estas áreas de ministerio todas las veces que nos 
reunamos o cuando nosotros vayamos a visitarles a 
sus iglesias.  Nosotros siempre estaremos dispuestos a 
conversar con ustedes sobre sus preocupaciones, pero 
ustedes deben esperar que nosotros querremos tratar 
con sus juntas parroquiales, comités de obra misionera, 
líderes laicos y ordenados sobre lo que están logrando 
con sus ministerios y cómo están avanzando en estas 
áreas prioritarias.  Nuestro foco en las prioridades 
misioneras resultará que no sólo tendremos un énfasis 
común para todos sino también el mismo tema de 
conversación en toda la diócesis.
 Esto nos será de beneficio a todos.  Aquello 
que algunas iglesias ya están haciendo sobre estas 
prioridades del ministerio serán informativas e 
inspiradoras para otras.  No es posible subestimar el 
poder de estas ideas y del testimonio ya establecido por 
sus congregaciones sobre sus hermanos y hermanas 
esparcidos en esta diócesis.  Por favor consideren que 
cualquier idea o programa establecido en un lugar 
puede materializarse en forma totalmente diferente en 
otro sitio.   Tenemos mucho que necesitamos compartir 
entre unos y otros.  Esta es una de las razones porque 
notarán en las páginas de The Virginia Episcopalian 
[nuestro periódico diocesano] un marcado énfasis sobre 
nuestras prioridades ministeriales.  Así que, ¡esperamos 
recibir noticias de su iglesia!
 Naturalmente, será una responsabilidad de nuestros 
líderes diocesano asegurar que el presupuesto de 
la Diócesis de Virginia también reflejará un fuerte 

compromiso con estas cinco 
áreas de ministerio.  Yo espero 
que el Concilio Diocesano nos 
pida cuentas a todos sobre lo 
que hemos hecho.  Si ustedes 
quisieran saber qué podríamos 
hacer con un mayor aporte 
financiero al presupuesto 
diocesano, estas cinco prioridades 
les servirán de guía.  Hay muchos 

ministerios que juntos como una diócesis podemos 
hacer en forma más realista, práctica y eficiente que 
pueden hacerse a nivel congregacional.  En una forma 
muy concreta, juntos podemos hacer mucho más.  Por 
ejemplo, yo deseo mucho que tengamos capellanes 
episcopales en cada universidad o instituto universitario 
en nuestra diócesis, incluyendo entre ellos, algunos 
que podrían servir a jornada completa.  Esta sería 
una posibilidad muy atractiva: un ministerio que 
simplemente podría responder simultáneamente a las 
cinco prioridades diocesanas.
 Además, he estado trabajando para reorganizar 
y reorientar a nuestros funcionarios diocesanos para 
que se adecuen a estos ministerios y para tengamos la 
misma actitud en todo lo que hacemos. Les he pedido 
a nuestros funcionarios que viajen más y que visiten a 
nuestras congregaciones para presentarse, conversar 
y consultar sobre el tema.  Esto es para todas las 
congregaciones: grandes, medianas o pequeñas. Este 
extraordinario grupo de personas puede ser una fuente 
invalorable de recursos que pueden impactar la vida 
de las congregaciones. Por favor visiten nuestro sitio 
Web (http://www.thediocese.net) e infórmense sobre 
el currículo de nuestros funcionarios y se darán cuenta 
de lo que estoy diciendo.  ¡Esperamos que ustedes 
hagan llegar sus invitaciones al personal diocesano!  
Ustedes podrían considerar invitar a dos o tres personas 
diferentes como una forma de serles de ayuda para 
consolidar las diferentes áreas particulares de nuestras 
cinco prioridades.
 Esta carta es la primera de una serie sobre nuestros 
ministerios.  Consideraremos estas prioridades en el 
turno correspondiente.  El próximo tema:  Ministerio 
entre jóvenes y adultos jóvenes

Cordialmente en Cristo Jesús, 

Rvmo. Shannon S. Johnston

La carTa del obispo

- Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Mansella



News of The Diocese 15

T
A Responsive Ministry
By Emily Cherry

The Rev. Canon Susan E. Goff’s face 
is quickly becoming an even more 
familiar one around the Diocese 
of Virginia. Since joining diocesan 
staff as canon to the ordinary in 
January 2010, Canon Goff has spent 
time getting to know the Diocese 
better, in addition to her work in the 
fields of discernment, formation and 
transition ministries.
 But some are still left wondering, 
“Just what is a canon to the 
ordinary?” The ordinary, from the 
Latin meaning an overseer who 
keeps order, is the diocesan bishop. 
A canon, from the Latin meaning 
one who lives under a rule of life, is 
a person who serves on a bishop’s 
staff. In the Diocese of Virginia, the 
canon to the ordinary serves at the 
pleasure of the bishop as an assistant 
and advisor. 
 The duties that fall under 
Canon Goff’s purview include the 
discernment process for calls to lay, 
diaconal or priestly ministry; the 
formation process for the ordination 
of deacons and priests; continuing 
formation for clergy; transition 

ministries for clergy seeking new 
positions and congregations seeking 
new clergy; prevention of sexual 
misconduct; response to incidents 
of misconduct; implementation 
of disciplinary canons; response 
to conflict in congregations; and 
congregational development. She 
works closely with Lindsay Ryland, 
transition ministry officer. 
 “One of my favorite parts of the 
job is the diocesan staff,” said Canon 

Goff. “I really enjoy having colleagues 
to work closely with.“
 She added, “In lots of ways, it’s 
very much like parish ministry.” 
Canon Goff came to the diocesan staff 
from St. Christopher’s, Springfield, 
where she served as rector for 15 
years. “I come into the office in the 
morning thinking I’m going to do one 
thing, and then the phone rings and 
the day takes a whole different turn.” 
  “I’ve been in this diocese for 
over 30 years,” said Canon Goff. She 
also served as rector at Immanuel 
Old Church, Mechanicsville and as 
chaplain at St. Catherine’s School, 
Richmond. “I thought I knew the 
Diocese pretty well … but I’m having 
an opportunity to get to know the 
breadth of the Diocese more than 
ever before.
 “I’m really struck by the vitality 
of worship and the quality of 
preaching,” she added. “I’m happy to 
receive and respond to invitations for 
regional council meetings or clericus 
meetings or Sunday worship.” 
 In the future, Canon Goff hopes 
to expand her role in supporting 
congregational development. 
“Right now, so much of what I do 
in congregations is responsive,” 
she explained. “The bishop and 
I both would like to get to the 
point where I’m offering myself 
to congregations in a time when 
they’re not in conflict – to explore 
ways to strengthen the life of the 
congregation,” she said. “I hope I 
can begin to move in the direction 
of more active rather than reactive 
relationships with congregations.”
 Canon Goff served at St. 
Catherine’s School when a new 
science building was constructed. 
“Sidewalks were put in, but nobody 
used those sidewalks,” she explained. 
“At first, the headmaster and staff 
would try to keep the students 
walking on the sidewalks.” But after 
a while, “they saw where the pattern 
developed in the grass and then 
built a sidewalk there, because that’s 
where the traffic was.” Canon Goff’s 
current role is following a similar 
model, she explains: “We’ve got the 
job description, but not all the traffic 
fits into that description. I’m sort of 
looking at where … the needs really 
are, and trying to shape what I do 
to be responsive, to build a sidewalk 
where the traffic is.” t

Canon Goff leads a group in prayer at the 
Bishop’s Spring Conference for Clergy, Lay 
Professionals & Spouses at Shrine Mont in 
May 2010. 
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Bloomfield Supports the Physically Disabled
By the Rev. Jack Sutor

TThroughout the Commonwealth 
live thousands of physically 
disabled children and despairing 
parents anxious for assistance 
not provided by the state, public 
schools, insurance or other 
sources.  In the three Episcopal 
dioceses in Virginia there exists a 
way to serve these needy young 
people which places donated 
money directly into the hands of 
qualified recipients without the 
expense of a “middleman.”
 The Bloomfield Foundation is 
a non-profit, 509(a)(3) charitable 
support corporation. Its mission 
is to provide grants that assist 
physically challenged children 
and young adults with the unique 
demands of their daily lives.  
Bloomfield’s grants also send 
physically disabled children to 
summer camps with programs to 
suit their specific needs.
 Bloomfield began in the 
1920s when the Episcopal Church 
recognized the need for a special 
facility to care for children with 
disabilities; a group of deaconesses 
staffed a home for the children 
in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains called “Faith 
Mountain Mission.” In time, 
the name changed to St. Anne’s 
Preventorium, which ministered 
to children with tuberculosis. 
In the 1960s a large house called 
Bloomfield was purchased near Ivy, 
Va., to care for physically disabled 
children. The mission grew and 
changed with the needs of children 
in Virginia.
 In the past 80 years, Bloomfield 
has continued to change to meet 
growing needs. When Virginia 
stopped funding institutions for 
disabled children, Bloomfield could 
no longer maintain its residential 
facility.  New homes were found for 
its residents, the Ivy property was 
sold and the proceeds of the sale 
were deposited as bonds with the 
Diocesan Missionary Society  
of Virginia.
 Income from this investment, 
plus donations made by churches, 
individual donors and bequests 
in wills enabled a new mission to 
meet the needs of more and more 
disabled children.
 Bloomfield has no salaried 
employees. Only 2 percent of annual 
income is allocated for expenses 
such as postage, printing and 

audits, and 98 percent goes directly 
to needy individuals. A board of 
volunteer trustees accomplishes all 
operational responsibilities.  These 
16 laity and clergy represent the 
Dioceses of Virginia, Southwestern 
Virginia and Southern Virginia. 
Courtney Kohler of Emmanuel, 
Middleburg serves as chair. 
 The recipients of grants are 
children and young adults in 
need of assistance for projects, 
equipment or special services 
not obtainable from insurance or 
government programs.  Applicants 
are expected to explore all other 
avenues of assistance before 
applying to Bloomfield. They are 
referred by physicians, schools, 
social workers, clergy and others.  
The trustees work with each 
application, often interceding with 
manufacturers for lower rates 
and discounts. Trustees meet four 
times each year and disburse as 

much as $50,000 at each meeting 
for wheelchairs, special beds 
and bathing equipment, ramps, 
upgrading of equipment in use, 
special lifts, braces and other aids 
for living.
 Because requests exceed the 
amount of interest trustees can draw 
on at each meeting, Bloomfield 
is making an appeal to Episcopal 
churches in all parts of Virginia. 
Placing a yearly donation to 
Bloomfield in each parish’s budget 
will enable the trustees to continue 
serving increasing numbers of 
applicants.  Gifts may be mailed to 
the Bloomfield Foundation, P.O.  
Box 2, Ivy, VA 22945. t

The Rev. Jack Sutor is rector of St. 
Paul’s, Hanover.

Steeped in the tradition of the Episcopal
Church,Goodwin House Alexandria and

Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have provided
exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the
Northern Virginia area for more than 40 years.

Both Communities have:

� Spectacular views of the Washington, D.C.
and Northern Virginia skylines

� Updated kitchens with
full-size appliances

� On staff Chaplains

�Wellness Centers with indoor pools

� Formal and casual dining bistros

� The reassurance and value of our lifecare program
as well as Long-term Care Insurance options

Call or come see us today.

Celebrating a Tradition
of Excellence, Creativity
and Individuality

Goodwin House
Alexandria

4800 Fillmore Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311
703-824-1236

Goodwin House
Bailey’s Crossroads
3440 South Jefferson Street
Falls Church, VA 22041

703-578-7201
www.goodwinhouse.org
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Planning a meeting or conference?
Let our experienced and dedicated team help your business

•  Research and locate the perfect hotel/destination
•  Negotiate contracts & lower guest room rates
•  Arrange meeting space & plan menus
•  Save you time and money

Please call to see how we can help you with your next conference  
or trip.

904 Princess Anne Street • Suite 204-A • Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401
Tel: 540/368-2535 • Fax: 540/368-2536 • Email: astuart@verizon.net

Presiding Bishop Describes Sanctions as ‘Unfortunate’

By Marites N. Sison for Anglican Journal (As published in Episcopal News Service)

TThe Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts 
Schori, presiding bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, has described 
the decision by Lambeth Palace to 
remove Episcopalians serving on 
international ecumenical dialogues 
as “unfortunate … It misrepresents 
who the Anglican Communion is.” 
Bishop Jefferts Schori’s comments 
were made during a June 8 press 
conference at the Anglican Church 
of Canada’s General Synod 2010 in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
 Before the sanctions were 
imposed on the Episcopal Church as 
a consequence for having consecrated 
a lesbian bishop, Bishop Jefferts 
Schori said she had written a letter 
to Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan 
Williams expressing her concern.
 “I don’t think it helps dialogue 
to remove some people from the 
conversation,” she said shortly after 
addressing General Synod. “We 
have a variety of opinions on these 
issues of human sexuality across the 
communion ... For the archbishop of 
Canterbury to say to the Methodists 
or the Lutheran [World] Federation 
that we only have one position is 
inaccurate. We have a variety of 
understandings and no, we don’t 
have consensus on hot button issues 
at the moment.”
 On June 7, the Rev. Canon 
Kenneth Kearon, secretary general of 
the Anglican Communion, informed 
the Episcopal Church representatives 
serving on Anglican dialogues 
with the Lutheran, Methodist, Old 
Catholic and Orthodox churches 
that their memberships to these 
bodies had been discontinued. One 
Episcopalian serving on the Inter-
Anglican Standing Committee 
on Unity, Faith and Order, was 

“demoted” to the status of consultant, 
said Bishop Jefferts Schori. 
 Earlier, Archbishop Williams 
proposed in a Pentecost letter issued 
May 28 that representatives currently 
serving on ecumenical dialogues 
should resign if they come from a 
province that has not complied with 
a moratoria on same-sex blessings, 
cross-border interventions, and the 
ordination of gay and lesbian people 
to the episcopate.
 Archbishop Williams singled 
out the May 15 consecration of 
the Los Angeles Suffragan Bishop 
Mary Douglas Glasspool, who is the 
Episcopal Church’s second openly 
gay and partnered bishop.
 The primate of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, has been asked whether 
“General Synod or House of 
Bishops has formally adopted 
policies that breach the second 
moratorium in the Windsor Report, 
authorizing public rites of same-
sex blessing.” Archbishop Gregory 
Venables, primate of the Anglican 
Province of the Southern Cone, 
has been asked for “clarification 
as to the current state of his 
interventions into other provinces.”
 Bishop Jefferts Schori said 
Archbishop Williams’ letter “really 
jumped” the process around the 
proposed Anglican Covenant, 
because it “imposed a number of 
the sanctions that were envisaged in 
the fourth section.” The covenant is 
being viewed as way of addressing 
tensions in the communion over the 
issue of human sexuality.
 Asked whether Archbishop 
Williams has adequately 
addressed the issue of cross-border 
interventions, Bishop Jefferts 

Schori said, “I don’t think he 
understands how difficult and how 
painful and destructive it’s been 
both in the church in Canada and 
for us in the U.S. … when bishops 
come from overseas and say, ‘Well, 
we’ll take care of you, you don’t 
have to pay attention to your 
bishop.’“ Such action “destroys 
pastoral relationships,” noted 
Bishop Jefferts Schori. “It’s like an 
affair in a marriage,” she said. “It 
destroys trust.”
 She added that it’s “a very 
ancient teaching of the Church that 
bishops are supposed to stay home 
and tend to the flock to which he was 
originally assigned.”
 Asked how Anglicans can focus 
on mission amid its issues over the 
place of gays and lesbians, Bishop 
Jefferts Schori said, “By focusing on 
mission, on the broader context. The 
hot button issues are an aspect of 
our mission.” 
 The issue of human sexuality 
has a place in the communion’s Five 
Marks of Mission, she said. “Where 
is good news in this conversation 
about human sexuality? I think we 
heard some in the [General Synod 
human sexuality] report. … That 
people felt they could speak to 
each other, be heard and speak in a 
gracious way and that was reported 
to be a significant shift from the last 
General Synod.”
 Part of the Church’s mission 
is to gay and lesbian people, she 
added. “Where’s the good news in 
this for them?”
 Another deals with addressing 
human suffering, she said. “Suicide 
rates among gay and lesbian 
teenagers are much, much higher 
than the national average in Canada 
and the U.S. How do we address 
that? That’s an aspect in these Marks 
of Mission.” 
 Developed by the Anglican 
Consultative Council, the Five Marks 
of Mission are:
•  To proclaim the Good News of the 

Kingdom; 
•  To teach, baptize and nurture new 

believers; 
•  To respond to human need by 

loving service; 
•  To seek to transform unjust 

structures of society; 
•  To strive to safeguard the integrity 

of creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth. t
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consultant. “I have been self-
employed for 15 years,” explained 
Mr. Duffee, working seven days 
a week as the owner of a variety 
of wholesale distributorships. But 
recently, “I began to sense that I 
was being called by the Holy Spirit 
to take the blessings of education 
and experience that I had been 
given and use these for a different 
purpose.” A couple of bells went 
off for Mr. Duffee: first, a visit from 
Buck Blanchard, diocesan director 
of mission and outreach, talking 
to St. George’s parishioners about 
outreach opportunities. Then, a 
radio program about an individual 
working with Relief International. 
And finally, a talk from the Rev. 
Lauren Stanley, who spoke to St. 
George’s parishioners about the 
difficulties distributing aid to the 
Haitians after the earthquake. 
 “By February or March, I had 
firmly decided that I wanted to 
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 In May 2010, a team from the 
United States traveled to Southern 
Sudan to build and solidify 
relationships between the Episcopal 
Church in Sudan and the Episcopal 
Church in the United States in the 
months preceding this important 
referendum. Participants from 
the Diocese of Virginia included 
Jennifer Ernst, diocesan mid-term 
missionary to Sudan and member 
of Christ Church, Glen Allen, 
who planned and led the trip; the 
Rev. Andrew Merrow, rector of St. 
Mary’s, Arlington, and his wife, 
Cameron; the Rev. Kim Seidman, 
clergy resident at Christ Church, 
Alexandria; Larry Duffee, a 
member of St. George’s, Arlington; 
and Buck Blanchard, diocesan 
director of mission and outreach. 
Other participants included the 
Rt. Rev. Duncan Gray, bishop of 
the Diocese of Mississippi; Greg 
Miller, a professor who volunteers 
with the Sudanese community in 
Mississippi; Diana Church from 
the Diocese of Louisville; and Sally 
Rawls from Suffolk, Va.
 The trip participants split up 
to accomplish varied goals during 
the trip. Ms. Ernst and Ms. Church 
visited the Diocese of Wau. The 
largest of the 31 dioceses that make 
up the Episcopal Church of Sudan, 
Wau does not have any existing 
partnerships within the Episcopal 
Church. “Bishop Moses Deng was 
recently enthroned and has cast an 
aggressive vision for his diocese, 
with education being at the top 
of the list,” explained Ms. Ernst. 
The diocese has identified five 
priests whom they’d like to send for 
theological training at the Bishop 
Gwynne College in Juba. Another 
effort of educational importance in 
Wau is the furnishing of classrooms 
at the Wau Cathedral primary 
school. “Any support, no matter 
how small, would be a source of 
great hope for our friends in Wau,” 
said Ms. Ernst.
 While some traveled to Wau, 
others had different plans. The team 
from Mississippi traveled to the 
Diocese of Twic East, where they 
hope to build a partnership. Mr. 
and Mrs. Merrow and Ms. Seidman 
traveled to the provincial office and 
the Diocese of Juba. 
 Mr. Duffee also traveled to 
Juba with a unique aim in mind. 
He’ll spend the next four months 
there, at the invitation of the Most 
Rev. Daniel Deng Bul, archbishop, 
serving as an external financial 

Sudan continued from page 1/

/ Sudan continued on page 19

answer what I perceived to be God’s 
call, and to sell my business and 
engage in mission work,” said Mr. 
Duffee. “I sent Buck Blanchard an 
e-mail explaining my background 
and the skill set I had to offer. I 
assumed that I would soon be on a 
plane bound for Haiti.” But the next 
day, Mr. Duffee received a call from 
Ms. Ernst with an invitation to work 
on the staff of the archbishop of the 
Episcopal Church of Sudan to assist 
the financial department of the 
provisional office. 
 Mr. Duffee expects “to help the 
finance office understand the need 
to make their records and activities 
as transparent and easy to use and 
understand as possible, to attract 
the interest and support of outside 
donor groups,” he explained. He 
also plans to help the office explore 
how to make the best use of the 
resources available to them. 
 “The May trip was basically 
centered around getting people over 
to Sudan,” said Ms. Ernst. “If you 
haven’t been before, you don’t fully 
understand what the challenges are 
for the people there, and so it’s good 
to see it first-hand,” she added. 

Get Involved
Want to learn more about how 
to support Sudan or build a 
partnership? Contact Jennifer 
Ernst at jpe60@aol.com.

(Above) The Diocese of Wau, the largest 
diocese in the Episcopal Church of Sudan, 
has no formal relationship of support with the 
Episcopal Church in the United States. Bishop 
Moses Deng is making education—including 
a primary school at the Wau Cathedral 
compound, pictured here—a top priority. 

(Right) The Rt. Rev. Bernard Oringa, 
(center), bishop of the Diocese of Torit in the 
Episcopal Church of Sudan, greets Jennifer 
Ernst, diocesan mid-term missionary to 
Sudan (left) and Larry Duffee, external 
financial consultant to the Episcopal Church 
of Sudan from St. George’s, Fredericksburg. P
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It has become a tradition of sorts for 
a group of bicycling parishioners 
from St. Peter’s, Arlington to pedal 
from the outskirts of Washington, 
D.C., to the site of their parish 
retreat at Shrine Mont. The route is 
135 miles up and down some pretty 
strenuous terrain.
 The cyclists’ entrance into the 
Shrine Mont facility is always cause 
for great celebration by the parish, 
but this year there was a particularly 
enthusiastic welcome. The 10 
pedalers raised $14,045 to assist in 
the building of a foster home in 
Masiphumelele, South Africa.
 St. Peter’s has teamed up with 
the St. Francis Outreach Trust of 
Cape Town to sponsor the Homes 
to Grow project and construct a 
foster home for HIV/AIDS orphans 
in South Africa.  The houses 
constructed through this project 
are private dwellings, each of 
which provides a home for a foster 
mother and six children who have 
been orphaned or abandoned as a 
result of their parents dying from 
HIV/AIDS. The construction of 
these houses allows the children to 
remain in their local community.
South Africa has the highest 
number of people infected by 

(Left) St. Peter’s Pedalers receive a warm welcome after their 135-mile ride to Shrine Mont to 
raise funds for HIV/AIDS orphan homes in South Africa.

(Right) Workers break ground on the site of the Homes to Grow project in South Africa.

Pedalers Raise Funds for South Africa
By Kathi Argiropoulos and Ann Fernau

HIV in the world. It is also one of 
the most economically unequal 
societies in the world. This year, a 
total of 2 million children in South 
Africa will have been orphaned by 
this epidemic. The Anglican Church 
in South Africa is responding to 
this crisis by building foster homes 
for this generation of orphaned 
children. St. Peter’s in Arlington is 
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also responding to the call.
 To date, St. Peter’s has raised 
$25,000, half of what is needed 
to build the home. With the 
fundraising of the Pedalers, realized 
in part by a generous matching 
pledge of a parishioner, it will now 
be possible to get the roof installed 
on the building before the rains 
begin in July. t

Sudan continued from page 18/
Hope & resurrection
 For Ms. Ernst, this is her 
sixth journey to Sudan. Many 
of these trips were dedicated to 
the creation of a school that her 
nonprofit organization, Hope for 
Humanity, funded and constructed. 
The school, now in its third year, 
provides 137 students, including 
33 girls, with an education. Hope 
& Resurrection is a high school – a 
rarity in Southern Sudan.
 “The large number of girl 
students is extremely encouraging,” 
said Ms. Ernst. “The willingness 
of parents to seek an education 
for their daughters indicates that 
people are optimistic about the 
future and embrace progress and 
change. These young women will 
be a first generation in a significant 
number to have the opportunity for 
the education necessary for them 
to make contributions of talent and 
leadership outside the traditional 
role in the home.”
 She added, “Word has spread 
far and wide about the quality of 
teaching at Hope & Resurrection. 

… Hope & Resurrection is unique 
in Sudan because we employ 
university-trained teachers.” 

Preparing for the Referendum
 In June 2010, members of 
the faith community gathered 
at St. Paul’s, Alexandria for a 
meeting of the American Friends 
of the Episcopal Church of Sudan 
(AFRECS). The main order of 
business was discussing how 
to prepare for the upcoming 
referendum. 
 The Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, 
bishop suffragan of the Diocese 
of Virginia, was elected president 
of the AFRECS board in May 
2010. “The Church in Sudan is 
experiencing both evangelistic vigor 
and constant vulnerability,” said 
Bishop Jones. “Our support of their 
mission is especially important as 
the Church seeks to rebuild after 
years of civil war. Our advocacy 
at home is equally important as 
the South faces a referendum on 
succession in January 2011 and as the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 

2005 continues to be implemented.” 
 At the June meeting, attendees 
heard from Andrew S. Natsios, 
former presidential special envoy 
for Sudan and administrator of 
the United States Agency for 
International Development. “He 
strongly urged us to support and 
develop indigenous-run institutions, 
especially private schools,” said 
Ms. Ernst. He explained that 
“private schools set the standard 
for education and serve as a good 
comparison for the public schools.” 
 Roger Winter, consultant to the 
government of Southern Sudan and 
former special representative of the 
deputy secretary of state for Sudan, 
educated attendees on the best 
way to support the country during 
the referendum, including prayer; 
putting Sudan on your church’s 
radar screen; expressing your 
thoughts on Sudan to your local 
congressperson; and collaborating 
with other denominations to make 
a difference. t
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The members of Christ Ascension, 
Richmond were dancing in the 
streets on May 15 when they shut 
down the road in front of their 
building to host a big band concert. 
The performance by Joe Enroughty 
and his Royal Virginians was free 
of charge, but attendees were asked 
to bring a can of non-perishable 
food to benefit Christ Ascension’s 
food pantry. 
 The concert falls under what the 
Rev. David Keill described in his 
June newsletter as “taste and see” 
events, a concept he learned from 
the Rev. Victoria Heard, former 
missioner for church planting in 
the Diocese. “These are events that 
are held at the church, but that are 
not ‘official’ worship services,” 
explained Mr. Keill. “They are a 
chance for someone who might be 
seeking God to explore the church 

in a more comfortable environment.
 “Certainly, some came to the 
concert just for the music,” he added. 
“But others had questions about 
the church and used the concert as 
an opportunity to ask them. Most 

of the ‘taste and see’ events that we 
have throughout the year are fun, 
and they are meant to be. But they 
may also serve a deeper purpose: 
opening a pathway for seekers to 
find God’s love for themselves.” t

Christ Ascension Shuts Down the Street

T
A Community Partnership

The parishioners of St. John’s, 
Arlington and La Iglesia de Cristo 
Rey, Arlington, joined together 
to serve their local community in 
the Glencarlyn Day Festival June 
4-5. La Iglesia de Cristo Rey is a 
Spanish-speaking congregation 
that worships in the St. John’s 
building. Members of the two 
churches helped host the days’ 
activities, including a hot dog roast 
and a Latin American food sale. 
Proceeds benefited both churches. 
Glencarlyn Day is an annual event 
for members of the Glencarlyn 
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neighborhood community. 
Participants also joined in 
a potluck dinner, a pancake 
breakfast, community garden tours 
and a parade. 
 The Very Rev. Catherine 
Campbell is vicar of La Iglesia 
de Cristo Rey and La Iglesia de 
San Jose, which will host another 
community festival later this 
summer. The Bolivian Festival, 
slated for Sunday, August 15, draws 
thousands with its offering of food 
and craft vendors and Bolivian 
dance groups. t

Beyond the Gates

The parishioners of Grace Church, 
Keswick sponsored their first 
Historic Farm Tour on June 19. In 
addition to having the opportunity 
to tour the stables of five estates—
Castalia, East Belmont, Cismont 
Manor Farm, Linden Lane Farm and 
Belcort Farm—participants could 
also visit Grace Church.
 “We want our visitors to know 
that proceeds from the farm tour 
will go to support our outreach 
to non-profit organizations like 
Hospice of the Piedmont, Salvation 
Army and Habitat for Humanity,” 
said Birgit Hendley, senior warden, 
in a press release. 
 Castalia, pictured below, is one 
of the estates on the Beyond the 
Gates tour. t
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A glimpse 
into ‘Taste and 

See’ events, Church-
sponsored functions 

that allow members of 
the local community to 
experience church life 

in new ways.



TasTe & See
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A mini-baccalaureate

reading Stars

During the 2007-2008 school year, 
the Trinity School of Early Learning 
at Trinity, Arlington, suspended 
operations to allow for a period of 
revisioning mission and renovating 
facilities. “We knew several things,” 
said the Rev. Kim Coleman, rector. 
“We wanted the school to be a 
preschool and not a day care center. 
We wanted our staff to view their 
work as a ministry and not merely 
as a job. Most of all, we wanted to 
reclaim our Episcopal identity and 
Christ-centered focus.” 
 Now, two years after the center 
has reopened, “the difference 
is as evident as night and day,” 
explained Ms. Coleman. “We have 
new classrooms, new curriculum, 
new staff and new ways of thinking 
about what it is to be a Christian 
school in a multi-faith, multi-race, 
multi-cultural setting.”
 Trinity decided to reinforce 
the preschool’s Christian identity 
on June 6 at the Youth and Laity 
Recognition Sunday, when preschool 
students and families were invited 
to participate in a mini-baccalaureate 
ceremony. Over 40 people from the 

When the parishioners at 
Trinity, Highland Springs were 
investigating different outreach 
opportunities, they asked 
themselves an important question: 
How can we meet our goal of 
reaching out to the community? 
 After some brainstorming 
and research, they honed in on a 
problem that they wanted to solve: 
studies have shown that children 
who don’t read during the summer 
start the next school year a third 
of the year behind fellow students. 
Trinity decided to partner with local 
Highland Springs Elementary School 
to help change those statistics. 
 Volunteers from Trinity built 
the program from scratch. Cynthia 
Love spearheaded the efforts. 
“The members of Trinity Church 
believe our community and its 
children are worth investing in – 
early and often,” said Ms. Love. 
“We know that the children in our 
community are the future of our 
community. We want to help them 
be the best they can be. Reading is 
a cornerstone of their journey into 
the future.” 
 Funds from a diocesan Mustard 

preschool attended as preschool 
graduates processed in cap and 
gown. “Our comprehensive 
bulletins helped everyone feel 
right at home and the picnic that 
followed left everyone smiling,” 
said Ms. Coleman. “I am sure other 
Episcopal preschools struggle with 

how to connect school and church. I 
highly recommend a baccalaureate 
ceremony.  We were able to welcome 
and love and serve and delight 
without imposing our tradition 
on others.  And when parents and 
students return, well, we are ready 
to welcome them again.” t
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Seed Grant helped fuel the initial 
program, which takes place on 
Saturday mornings throughout 
the summer at Trinity. Trinity 
invited teachers at Highland 
Springs Elementary to recommend 
first- and second-grade students 
with below-average reading skills 
to participate in the program. 

The cost for the program is $25, 
with scholarship money available. 
Volunteers partner with children 
and spend time reading books or 
leading educational games. Students 
receive meals and snacks, as well as 
incentive toys for reading books. 
 An important distinction to 
make is that the volunteers serve 
as reading guides. “We’re not 
teachers,” explains Ms. Love, “but 
we’ve learned from teachers the 
best way to guide [children] to a 
love of reading.” 
 The start-up 2009 season 
was a success, and the Reading 
Star program is currently in its 
second season. “Everyone that 
participated loved it,” said Ms. 
Love: “The families loved it, our 
church members loved it. All things 
considered, we thought it was a 
great success.”
 If you’d like to participate, or 
would like to learn about starting 
a reading program in your own 
community, please contact Cynthia 
Love at 804-241-4708 (cell) or 
ceeglove@gmail.com. t

Cynthia Love, director of the Trinity 
Reading Star Program, leads a group in 
story time.
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Trinity School of Learning teachers celebrate with their preschool students - David, Samuel, 
Farrah, Sean, Jakob and Nicholas - and the Rev. Kim Coleman, rector of Trinity, Arlington.
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Spring ordinations

St. David’s, Aylett Goes Undercover

For the last decade, St. David’s 
Community Center in Aylett has 
been serving its local community 
through a trio of projects that work 
in conjunction to provide needed 
resources to area residents. The 
CornerStone Food bank serves food 
to 150 families each weekend. St. 
David’s Free Health Clinic offers 
medical, dental and vision care. 
And the Lily Field Clothing Shed 
helps clothe those in need.
 This year, St. David’s will 

enhance its existing ministries with 
a new effort. The St. David’s Goes 
Undercover Project seeks to collect 
new undergarments for the young 
and old in all sizes. 
 “For 10 years we have been 
providing food and caring for the 
community,” said the Rev. James 
Iswariah, vicar. “We have a clothing 
shed and have always asked for 
clean, darned clothing but we 
have never considered asking for 
undergarments.  It is like this,” he 

(Above) The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. 
Johnston (center) ordained the Rev. 
Ryan Fleenor, the Rev. Anne Lane 
Witt, the Rev. Corry Weierbach, 
the Rev. Susan Sowers, the Rev. 
Catherine Hicks, the Rev. Barbara 
Bassuener and the Rev. Christopher 
Garcia to the Sacred Order of 
Deacons on June 5 at Christ Church, 
Charlottesville.

explained: “After a long journey, 
we get home feeling dirty and 
filthy. There is nothing like having 
a shower and getting on some clean 
underwear. It makes you feel like a 
brand new person. Therefore, we at 
St. David’s are going ‘undercover’ to 
provide undergarments for all ages.”
 Donations will benefit families 
in the local community. Please 
send donations to St. David’s 
Episcopal Church, PO Box 125, 
Ayeltt VA 23009. t

(Right) The Rt. Rev. David C. Jones 
(center) ordained the Rev. E. Ross 
Kane (left) and the Rev. Justin 
McIntosh to the Sacred Order of 
Priests on May 15 at St. Andrew’s, 
Arlington.
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Precious in God’s Sight

Short or Long Term Beach House Rental – Oak 
Island, North Carolina.  Perfect for snowbirds.  
3 bedroom, 2 bath, fully furnished and 
equipped.  Rent by the week or month.  Deposit 
required.  No student group rentals.  Prices 
drop for long term rental.  Call 434-971-3606.

SAT & PSAT Prep Classes – Gather 10 students 
and hold a Hunt Course at your church, www.
huntprograms.com, toll free 866-425-7656. 
The Hunt Course, preparing Virginia students 
since 1976. Mention the Virginia Episcopalian 
and receive a $50.00 tuition discount. Owned 
an operated by Episcopalians.

Virginia Maid Cleaning Services – Residential 
commercial cleaning. Weekly, bi-weekly 
cleaning reasonable rates. Richmond area. 
Gardner G. Phillips 804-350-5733.

Bed and Breakfast – In rural Albemarle County 
between Charlottesville and Shenandoah 
National Park; minutes from UVA, Monticello 
and Skyline Drive. Affordable rates. Hosts: 
David and Ginny Wayland, retired Episcopal 
priest. Wayland Orchard B&B, Crozet, Virginia 
434-823-7323. 

Vacation or Short Term – Mountain Chalet just 
a mile from Shrine Mont for rent. Beautiful 
inside. Awesome view/Jacuzzi. Great room 
with fireplace for small group or planning 
retreats. 703-864-2535.

Home Movies and Still Photos on DVD – Those 
old memories are stored in your closets and 
you haven’t seen them for decades. Transfer 
them to DVD before they are gone forever! 
8mm/Super8/16mm movie film; VHS/8mm 
video; slides and prints to DVD or VHS. 
IMAGES Past & Present 571-243-8371 or 
rmorris21942@yahoo.com. 

Bagpipe Music for Special Occasions. Make 
your next event memorable with the sounds of 
the Scottish Highlands. Performance. 
Instruction. Composition. Contact Marsha Bell 
at 703-998-2903 or visit www.marshabell.com 
or marsha.bell1@verizon.net. 

Piano Lessons for Adults/Seniors in Richmond. 
Also teenagers. Beginners to advanced. Build 
solid classical foundation, develop artistic 
expression, ergonomic technique. Play music you 
enjoy, with pianist/composer Jamie K. Sims. 25 
years experience – mostly in NYC. 
Complimentary consultation. Near Carytown. 
804-355-0414, jksims@comcast.net.

Dering’s Cleaning Service, LLC – Solo LLC, 
residential cleaning, Richmond area. Licensed, 
bonded and insured. 804-239-5865.

Piano Lessons – Juilliard trained instructor 
specializes in teaching beginning students, both 
children and adults. Old Town Alexandria, Virginia 
703-519-3987.

Hilton Head Oceanfront – Extraordinary townhome 
on Seapines Goldcoast, sleeps 6-9, four full baths, 
msnwb@yahoo.com; 804-824-1148.

Would you like information on Shenandoah Valley 
Real Estate?  We specialize in the area around 
Shrine Mont, and the Larger Shenandoah Valley, 
and can help you find your investment, vacation, 
2nd home or relocation or retirement home.  
Experience a better lifestyle.  If you love Shrine 
Mont, you will love the Valley!  Call Aspen 
Properties at Metro number 703-864-2535.

Escape to the beautiful Shenandoah Valley!  
Reasonably priced vacation and retirement 
homes, condominiums and building lots near 
Shrine Mont and Bryce Resort.  Two hours from 
the DC metro area.  Skiing, golf, fishing and 
hiking, we have it all!  Contact Kemp Miller, 
Coldwell Banker Four Seasons Realty, 540-856-
8492 or kmiller@shentel.net. 

New life for treasured records and tapes!  Audio 
Restoration by Sound Advice digitally removes 
unwanted noises, enhances the sound and 
transfers your priceless records and tapes to CD.  
We also transfer color slides and prints to CD or 
DVD.  For information phone 540-856-8492 or 
kmiller@shentel.net.

Classifieds
Bed and Breakfast – Three miles from 
Monticello, Ash Lawn, 10 minutes from 
Historic Downtown Charlottesville, University 
of Virginia, Stadium and surrounding wineries.  
Thirty minutes from Montpelier.  Gourmet 
Breakfast.  Call or e-mail for low rates, 
434-296-6134 or Wogonjm@netZero.net.  

Beach House for Rent – North End Va. Beach – 
Oceanside of 74th. Two bedroom (queen + 
single and 2 singles), living room and dining 
room combination, screen porch, covered 
patio, 1 bath, + outdoor shower.  Additionally, a 
double sleep sofa.  Fireplace, gas heat/central 
air, washer/dryer, charcoal grill, new this 
year-Internet access if you have the computer.  
Weekly/Monthly rental – Winter, Spring, 
Summer, Fall. Call B.D. Wood 804-282-7032.

Music for Church Choir – “Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis” by Carol Warner for SATB a 
cappella.  Contact Beatin’ Path Publications, 
LLC, for our church music catalog for 
children’s church, choir and organ at www.
beatinpathpublications.com, beatinpath@mac.
com or 540-478-4833.

Nags Head Oceanfront – 4BR, 3 baths, 
beautiful view with easy walk to beach.  Wood 
for fireplace and towels provided.  Weekend or 
weekly rental.  804-798-6671; 
ronaldwhopkins@hotmail.com.

High End, Top Floor 4-BR Luxury Condo at 
Wintergreen Resort – Main level study, 3.5 
bath, wrap around decks and glorious views of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains.  Shuttle bus service 
to the ski slopes, elevator access, private 
parking and recent exterior updates.  Easy to 
show any day of the week.  To preview, please 
contact www.beckytempleman.com (active 
inventory, 1951 High Ridge Place) or call Becky 
Templeman, Virginia Real Estate Partners LLC/
Resort Sales Team 434-760-2888.

Thirty people gathered at Shrine Mont April 12-13 to pray, worship and learn new ways to respond to God’s love. The second 
annual Episcopal Church Women Prayer & Worship Retreat brought attendees together under the theme “Precious in God’s 
Sight.” The Rev. Ann M. Ritonia, assistant rector at Christ Church, Winchester, was retreat leader, with music by Dr. Elaine 
Rendler, professor of music at George Mason University.
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110 West Franklin Street
Richmond, Virginia  23220-5095

Our D
iocesan Episcopal Schools

Christchurch School – Middlesex Co. 
www.christchurchschool.org – (804) 758-2306

St. Catherine’s School – Richmond 
www.st.catherines.org   (804) 288-2804

St. Christopher’s School – Richmond 
www.stchristophers.com    (804) 282-3185

St. Margaret’s School – Tappahannock 
www.sms.org    (804) 443-3357

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School – Alexandria 
www.sssas.org    (703) 751-2700

Stuart Hall School – Staunton 
 www.stuart-hall.org    (540) 885-0356

Schools of the Diocese of Virginia

St. S
tephen’s & St. Agnes

St. Catherine’s

St. Christopher’sSt. Margaret’s

The Episcopal Schools Corporation, 
created in 1920 by the people of the Diocese of 

Virginia, is one of the largest and most successful 
organizations in the American Church. Church Schools 

in the Diocese of Virginia, Inc. owns and operates 
schools on nine campuses in five cities and towns. Church 
Schools employs approximately 900 faculty, staff and 
administrators and serves almost 4,000 students. Please 
learn about our Episcopal schools, and help us find those 
whom we might serve. 

 David Charlton, President of Church Schools

ChristchurchStuart Hall


