
 Diocese of Virginia: Faith, Technology & Communications Resources 

 

WEB OFFERINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The Diocese of Virginia has contracted with Web Solutions to provide web hosting and maintenance 
services to our churches, regions, committees, commissions and organizations at a low, monthly 
rate. The $10/month fee includes:  

 A choice of two templates that you can customize with your choice of color and logo;  

 Five e‐mail addresses and unlimited e‐mail aliases  

 Several add-on applications, including the News Module; the Events Module (with Recurring 
Events Add‐On); the Contact Form Module; the Driving Directions Module; the Password 
Protected Directory Module; and the Social Media Callout Module.  

 Additional modules (donations, blog, photo gallery and more) available for a fee; 

 Training and support from the Diocese. 
 

The Web Solutions program is a content management system (CMS). This means that no software is 
involved, and the program is entirely web‐based. Your website manager(s) can access the site from 
any computer connected to the Internet using their log‐in information.  
 
Hosting through Web Solutions is an option available to all diocesan churches and organizations.  
 
Is my church required to use this service?  
No. This is an option that is available to churches, committees, commissions, regions and 
organizations in the Diocese.  
 
Is Web Solutions the right option for my church?  
Web Solutions is a great option for those who are looking for an easy-to-use product at a reasonable 
cost with good support and a professional appearance. It is not the right choice for you if you are 
looking for more creative freedom, lots of templates to choose from, or more flexibility in your 
design choices. Talk to the Communications Office to determine if this is the right choice for you, or 
scroll to the bottom of this resource sheet to review a few other recommended options other than 
the Web Solutions product.  
 
I don’t want to use the templates. Can I still use Web Solutions for e‐mail?  
No, that is not an available option at this time.  
 
Can I embed other tools or products in my template?  
You can embed most Google Apps (e.g., Google Calendar, Picasa Photo albums) in your site. You 
cannot embed apps that require JavaScript (e.g., Twitter currently requires JavaScript for embedding 
a Twitter feed).  
 
How is billing handled?  
Web Solutions will bill churches/committees directly via e‐mail. Billing does not start until you go live. 
You can work on a draft of your site while incurring no fees for up to six months.  
 
I understand that the $10/month fee includes several modules and that I can add on additional 
modules for a discounted, non‐profit price. What other modules are available?  
Additional modules and their pricing are available online at www.thediocese.net/Resources/Web/.  
  
 

http://www.thediocese.net/Resources/Web/
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Is Web Solutions compatible with PCs and Macs?  
Yes.  
 
Are any areas of the site password protected?  
Yes! The Diocese recently developed a beta-stage Password Protected Module, installed free of 
charge on all diocesan sites. This module includes a searchable directory and a file repository.  
 
What are my Web options as a committee, commission, region or diocesan organization?  
If you want to maintain a separate web presence with your own web domain, OR if you will have 
frequent updates to your site, then you may use the Web Solutions templates. The funding will come 
from your committee budget. You are not required to use Web Solutions to maintain your website.  
If you do not need to maintain your own domain name and will not have frequent content updates 
(no more than one update per month), then the Diocese will create an informational page for your 
organization on our own website.  
 
Can I customize the appearance of my template/site?  
You can choose from one of two templates. The basic layout and structure (fonts, location of the 
header, navigation bar, content and footer) are not customizable. The colors, logo and, of course, 
content, are all customizable.  
 
Can I keep my current Web site address?  
Yes. However, you will need access to your domain name wherever it is currently registered (e.g., 
Network Solutions, GoDaddy) in order to point it to the new template Web site that is created for 
you.  
 
What is a domain provider?  
When you created a Web site, you registered your domain with a particular company. You likely pay 
an annual fee for this service. Moving your hosting to Web Solutions does not mean you have to 
move your domain registration – you may keep your domain registration with your current company, 
or you may transfer it to Web Solutions at the rate of $25/year.  
  
If I choose to switch over to the templates, will there be any overlap time during the migration 
process so I can continue using our current parish site while the new one is in development?  
Yes. The new site can be put in a staging area so that you can migrate content for any length of time 
you need. Once you are satisfied with the migration, we only need to set up a record on the server 
and you would need to repoint your domain name accordingly. Billing does not start until your site is 
live. The diocesan Communications Office will walk you through this process. 
 
If we have experience coding Web sites and working with content management systems, do we 
have the option to build a custom site ourselves through Web Solutions?  
No. The Web Solutions CMS platform is best suited for the client who does not have coding 
experience and would therefore benefit from the tools provided.  
 
How do I get started?  
The Diocese will help you through the process. Contact the Communications Office and we’ll set up a 
90‐minute online training session. 
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Can you recommend any other website products other than Web Solutions?  
Yes! There are thousands of options out there, but here are just a few that we’ve heard good things 
about.  
 
Ekklesia 360 
http://episcopal.ekklesia360.com/  
Sample Site: http://www.stbartswp.org/  

 Start-up fees start at $500. 

 Monthly hosting fees range from $54/month-$265/month. 

 They have a variety of templates to choose from that are easy to use and very professional. 

 Official partnership with the Episcopal Church Center.  
 
Cloversites 
http://www.cloversites.com/   
Sample Site: http://www.christch.org/  

 Start-up cost is $1,000. 

 Monthly hosting/support is $20/month. 

 Very sleek. 
 
Connected Word 
http://www.connectedword.com/  
Sample Site: http://www.goodsamepiscopal.org/  

 No start-up fees. 

 Monthly hosting fee $30/month. 

 Multiple template options, some a little cheesy but overall pretty attractive. 
 
The following are all free, with some upgrade options that are available for a reasonable cost. Drupal 
is better suited to those with prior Web-building experience. Weebly seems to be the easiest to use.  

 http://www.weebly.com/  
Sample Site: www.shrinemontcamps.net  

 http://www.joomla.org/  

 http://drupal.org/  
 
Important things to know: 

 If a volunteer is going to be in charge of editing your website, at least one paid staff person 
should also have administrative/editing access, in case of emergency.  

 To have a Web site, you must purchase a domain (e.g., www.stswythens.com). You might 
build your Web site and host your site through a different company than your domain 
provider. For example, you might host your site through Web Solutions or Joomla, but you 
might host your domain through Go Daddy or Network Solutions. Domain providers typically 
charge an annual fee, often with discounts for purchasing several years in advance. Most 
domains are in the range of $15-35/year. If you are hosting your site with one company and 
your domain with another, that’s just fine – but you have to be able to contact your domain 
provider if you’re transitioning your site from one web host to another.  
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