
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
  
Day by day as we emerge from the coronavirus pandemic and step into a new 
normal, we are blessed with signs of hope and life. Gathering again in person for 
worship, we are blessed with community. As we share the Holy Eucharist after a 
long, long time of fasting, we are transformed by Jesus who took the bread, 
blessed it, broke it, and gave it to his friends. 
  
Just as Jesus broke open the loaf of bread at the first Eucharist, Jesus broke us 
open during the pandemic.  He did not break us down nor break us apart but 
broke us open to new ways of being his Church.  Jesus continues to take us, bless 
us, break us open, and give us for the sake of a world so in need of his love.  He 
continues to break our diocese open so that we can be even more responsive and 
faithful than before.  It can be a little scary to be broken open, and yet we know it 
is the surest way for Jesus to set free the best that is within us for his love and 
service.   
 
All this makes it an exciting time to be in the Diocese of Virginia and I ask you to 
prayerfully consider your pledge to our common mission and ministry for 
2022.  Please let yourself and your congregation be broken open in hope, and in 
love, and in generosity for the transformation of the world.  You and your 
congregation are always in my prayers. As you and the vestry make your pledge, 
may you feel yourselves held in the arms of God’s unending love.   
  
Faithfully in Christ, 
  
 
 The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff 
Bishop Suffragan and Ecclesiastical Authority 
  
P.S. – Please take time prayerfully to determine your pledge, then complete the 
enclosed pledge card and return it in the envelope. If you prefer, you may pledge 
online at http://www.thediocese.net/forms/pledge-form/ 

http://www.thediocese.net/forms/pledge-form/

