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A MESSAGE FROM MASON LECKY, HEADMASTER

Dear CSDV Board of Directors
and Leadership,
The 2021-2022 school year was another remarkable
and historic one at St. Christopher’s, a year of
challenge and triumph as we continued to pursue
our mission to “know, love, and celebrate boys” in
the face of adversity and unknowns presented by
the ongoing COVID pandemic.
Through both the Delta and Omicron waves,
St. Christopher’s demonstrated its resilience and
flexibility, as we shifted operating postures and
COVID-mitigation protocols in response to the
virus. As we predicted, favorable weather conditions
in both the fall and the spring contributed to a
loosening of restrictions in those months, with the
winter months being most challenging in terms of
restrictions and also general campus morale.
However, by the end of the 2021-2022 school
year, spirits were high as, for all practical purposes,
the worst of COVID was behind us, and we were
able to enjoy a “normal” end of the school year,
filled with all the notable rituals and traditions that
make St. Christopher’s so special.
In a turn of events that very few–including this
author–could have foreseen in the dark days of
March and April 2020, St. Christopher’s School
now, unequivocally, stands stronger than at any
point in recent or even distant history. Consider
the following–
•
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Student enrollment for 2022-2023 increased
to the second highest enrollment in the
history of the School, 1,003 students, some
33 students above the targeted budget level
of 970 students.
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•

Student retention from 2021-2022 to
2022-2023 was its strongest in recorded
history, 97.5%, with approximately half of
the small number of student departures
stemming from a School choice/counseling
out or a family relocation not related to the
family’s experience at St. Christopher’s

•

The admissions yield for 2022-2023, which is
the percentage of our admissions offers that
result in enrollment, reached an all-time high
of 86%. The 10-year yield average prior to this
year is 70%, and Ivy League colleges peak in
the low to mid 80s for their admissions yield!

•

Philanthropy continued to break records in
2021-2022, with a record-breaking Day of
Giving and increases in both absolute dollars
and participation rates among alumni,
parents, and employees

•

Although we are not yet in a formal
endowment campaign, St. Christopher’s
secured over $6 million in new endowment
commitments in 2021-2022

•

Most importantly, we were led by a positive,
resilient, spirited, and joyful Class of 2022,
which left an indelible mark on their school
community at a moment of historical
significance

We recently celebrated the official beginning of
the 2022-2023 school year by offering the first
“normal” All School Opening Worship Service in
three years. There were no masks, no social
distancing, and we were not forced to limit the

“ St. Christopher’s School now, unequivocally, stands
stronger than at any point in recent or even distant
history. Student enrollment for 2022-2023 increased
to the second highest enrollment in the history of the
School, 1,003 students, some 33 students above the
targeted budget level of 970 students.”
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service to 10 minutes or less for fear of transmission
risk. The Class of 2023 escorted Kindergarten
students, members of the Class of 2035, into the
service by hand, just 24 hours after the two groups
enjoyed recess and donuts together. It was a
poignant beginning to the new school year, one
that can build on the success of the 2021-2022
school year in a number of ways.

blessings and our many supporters and
benefactors, including the Trustees and leadership
of Church Schools in the Diocese of Virginia.

We are making important strides on the
implementation of our strategic plan, Momentum
2025, and one can indeed feel the positive
momentum pulsating on our campus and throughout our broader community. It is a great time to be
a Saint, and we feel deeply fortunate for our many

Gratefully,
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Please enjoy this summary report of life and
activities at St. Christopher’s School in 2021-2022,
and please come to campus and see for yourself
in 2022-2023.

Mason Lecky
Headmaster

ALL-SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

979

TOTAL ENROLLMENT
(JK-12) FOR 2021-22

UPPER
SCHOOL
STUDENTS

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
STUDENTS

LOWER
SCHOOL
STUDENTS

52

different ZIP
codes where
students live

5:1

studentfaculty ratio

96.7 %
STUDENT
RETENTION RATE

367
243
369
292

Families with
girls at
St. Catherine’s

13

average faculty
tenure (in years)

16%
OVERALL
RACIAL DIVERSITY

distinct
course
offerings

5

24

advanced
placement
courses

ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

NEW RECORD

1304 gifts
$406,236
Raised–Day of Giving 2022

1911

$3.6

million

AWARDED IN NEED-BASED AID IN 2022

year school
founded

191

$14,051
AVERAGE NEED-BASED GRANT FOR 2022

full- & part-time
faculty members

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS

150

5400

+

17

average class
size
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7 Prep League
3 VISAA State
34 all-state athletes

ALL-SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

In January 2021, the new strategic plan Momentum 2025 was
unveiled to the community. This school year the following
updates were made:
This school year saw the launch of the BUILD Lab, a 1,000-square-foot open space
dedicated to problem-solving and innovative thinking. Equipped with a kitchen and 3-D
printer, the lab is specifically designed for boys to design, tinker, cook and experiment.
The Chamberlayne Achievement Program, which supports students from traditionally
underrepresented backgrounds at StC, formally expanded into the Middle and Upper
School divisions this year. Now serving nearly 30 students, CAP provides additional
mentoring, guidance and support to boys and families from various geographic, racial,
religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds.
StC entered a division-wide partnership with The Social Institute this year. Dedicated to
educating parents, teachers, and students, the organization is helping our boys build healthy
online habits and teaching them how to use social media and other digital tools responsibly.

Momentum 2025
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ALL-SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

THE ARTS AT STC

MASSEY CHALLENGE
ALL-SCHOOL RUN

Across divisions, Saints ran
the Massey Mile Challenge
through campus. Led by
the St. ChristoCURES
team, the community
pulled together to exceed
the $25,000 challenge
and raised $27,900 for
VCU’s Massey Cancer
Center! Go Saints!

In 2021-22, StC’s new Arts
Center was able to showcase our boys’ talents fully.
From Outré productions
and alumni film screenings
to Beaux Ties performances
and division-wide musical
productions, StC witnessed
a new era of creative
energy on campus this year.

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER LAUNCHED

This year, we launched the StC alumni newsletter,
“News from Under the Pines.” Issues include alumni
stories, events, and faculty highlights.

NEW LIGHTS ON
KNOWLES FIELD/
COMMUNITY PAVILLION
CONSTRUCTION

StC is moving ahead
with plans to install
field lighting at Knowles,
Jacobs, and Massey
fields. The lights will
provide nighttime practice opportunities and up to
15 evening competitions per school year.
The School will also begin construction on a
Community Pavilion in between Knowles Field and
Jacobs/Massey Fields that will feature shaded seating
for meetings, classes, and summer events, as well as
space for food and beverage service, bookstore
sales, and additional bathroom facilities.

NEW ROLES FOR TONY SZYMENDERA AND KIM HUDSON
REUNION WEEKEND

So great to see Saints of
all ages at Reunion
Weekend this year.
Alumni caught up during the Red and Grey Soirée,
evening parties, the Homecoming game and the
campus cookout!
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After serving as Head of the Upper School since
1992, Tony Szymendera is StC’s Director of Strategic
Priorities, responsible for implementing various
innovative JK-12 priorities.
Director of the Center of the Study of Boys Kim Hudson
will serve as Interim Head of the Upper School for the
2022-2023 school year.

DIVISIONAL ACADEMICS & STUDENT LIFE: LOWER SCHOOL

OCTOBER 15
The Lower School Literary Society recitals
saw The Reds and Grays compete for the
Chamberlayne Cup on Knowles Field.

Lower School

DECEMBER 16
The boys in our Lower School Student Council
Association raised money for Feed More with a
pajama day and organized a food and clothing
drive to benefit our community partners.
8
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LOWER SCHOOL

MAY 4
The school celebrated
Teacher Appreciation
Week in May. Boys
across divisions brought
in flowers, cards, gift
bags and notes of
appreciation for our
outstanding faculty.
Go Saints!

OCTOBER 12
StC dad Les Brock read “Daisy and
Tom and the Magic Kite” to his son’s
kindergarten class. At least once a
week, a different parent volunteer
visited campus (or virtually) to read a
book to our LS boys.

DECEMBER 17
It was great seeing the Lower School Christmas
Pageant in Ryan Recital Hall.

MAY 12
The energy inside Ryan
Recital Hall was electric
as Lower School boys
participated in the final
Battle of the Books!

9
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

MARCH 28
Hill Brown’s seventh grade boys turned in
their WWII illustrated timelines as part of a
longstanding America in the 20th Century
class tradition. Each student selected the
most relevant events of the war and
illustrated them in chronological order.

Middle School
MARCH 4
The two finalists of the sixth grade Spanish verb
conjugation March Madness bracket challenge went
head to head in the Recital Hall.

MAY 17
Our eighth grade boys had a great time on their field
trip to Washington, D.C. in May! Students even met
alumnus and composer Mason Bates ‘95 before his
Kennedy Center event “Philharmonia Fantastique:
The Making of the Orchestra.”
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DIVISIONAL ACADEMICS & STUDENT LIFE: MIDDLE SCHOOL

OCTOBER 22
As part of their learning
about non-profit
organizations in the
area, eighth grade boys
in EngageRVA visited
Shalom Farms. As a
non-profit farm, the
organization donates
food to local food banks
and sells its produce at
reduced prices to needy
populations.

STC WELCOMES NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHAPLAIN, REV. MICHAEL SWEENEY!

APRIL 25
Congratulations to the Middle School boys who were
accepted into the All-Virginia Chorus! Seven boys were
selected, which is a record for StC’s Middle School.
Go Saints!

KAYAKING ON THE JAMES RIVER
MIddle School boys spent a lot of time learning about the
James River this year through field trips and bonding
exercises.
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DIVISIONAL ACADEMICS & STUDENT LIFE: UPPER SCHOOL

FINE ARTS & ATHLETICS
We’re so proud of Andre
Greene ‘22, who committed
to The University of North
Carolina last year. After signing
autographs at his signing event,
Greene revealed a painting of
himself wearing Tar Heel blue
created by Kyan Patel ‘23, an
exceptional StC artist.
“We’ve been good friends for
the last three or four years,”
said Patel. “The painting was a
gift to him. I’m just happy he
trusted me to keep the secret,
especially on a big day like that.”

Upper School
AP PSYCHOLOGY
AP Psychology students
spent time with our JK
boys outside. The AP
students conducted
experiments based on
the work of child
psychologist Jean Piaget,
while the JK boys got
to hang out with the
older kids!
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UPPER SCHOOL

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
In February, Assistant Director of Athletics Stephen Lewis spoke to our boys at Upper
School chapel. Lewis, recently awarded the Courage Story Award at the inaugural
RVA Sports Awards, shared personal stories about discrimination, perseverance and
finding common ground with others.
Afterward, Upper School boys broke into advisory groups to discuss Black history.
Grouped by grade level, students were asked to research Black individuals, movements and events in the United States.

NEW CHAPLAIN
MENTAL ILLNESS NEEDS DISCUSSION
The Upper School club Mental Illness Needs
Discussion held its first meeting this year. MIND’s
goal is to promote understanding and dialogue
concerning the mental wellness of our boys
through programming, guest speakers and other
events and resources.

13
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StC welcomes Rev. John Ohmer, the new Upper
School chaplain!

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF BOYS

FRIENDSHIP AND MENTAL HEALTH

Alumnus Myles Brown ‘15 screened his visual album
“Journey” with our Upper School this spring. The piece
is a musical and visual tour of Richmond and explores
themes of friendship and mental health.

ALUMNUS NICK SHEROD ‘16 RETURNED TO CAMPUS

Alumnus Nick Sherod ‘16 returned to campus to speak
to our Upper School boys! As an StC student, Sherod
was an athlete, an accomplished writer and a community
service leader. Sherod shared personal stories of
perseverance and maintaining a positive attitude
during a talk at Ryan Recital Hall.

AFTERNOON OF FUN AND GAMES

The Center for the Study of Boys put on an
afternoon of fun and games on the Terraces for our
Upper School boys! Students cooled down with a
visit to the Kona Ice truck and heard from our
faculty panelists, who were selected by the CSB
Student Advisory Board as part of the Journeys to
Manhood program.

CRAIG AND FRED

As part of the Center
for the Study of Boys
Journeys to Manhood
speaker series, author
and Marine veteran
Craig Grossi (and his
dog, Fred) visited StC
in May. Grossi adopted
Fred while serving in
Afghanistan, and for
two days, Grossi spoke
to our Upper and
Middle School boys
about his postservice journey and
what adopting Fred
has taught him.
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SAINTS SUMMER

Summer Focus 2022

SILPS

For two weeks, Richmond area-rising seniors
attended StC’s Summer Institute on Leadership
and Public Service. Participants developed their
leadership skills, connected with the Richmond
community and created service programs to
implement at their schools in the fall.
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SUMMER SAINTS

Summer Saints was a blast! Boys and girls cooled
off at the pool, got creative, learned new skills
and made new friends all over campus!

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF WALTER LINDSEY ‘75

Saints of all ages gathered at Memorial
Chapel this spring to honor the life and
legacy of Walter Lindsey ‘75,
StC’s first black graduate.
Later, Lindsey’s family,
friends and StC alumni
joined the Black Student
Union to dedicate a tree
and gathering space
near the Historic Corridor.

In April, boys in StC’s fifth grade teamed up with students from Anna Julia Cooper School and
Richmond mural artist Hamilton Glass to create, connect and communicate. Glass then visited our
boys to unveil the finished product, a colorful mural including different student-inspired and designed
ideas. AJC students showed their work simultaneously and shared it via Zoom.

Community & Inclusion Leads
This year, StC identified three Community & Inclusion
Leads to assist the Director of Community and
Inclusion in achieving our institutional goals. One
lead per division was selected, as well as one lead to
assist with extended day/non-teaching staff initiatives.
The leads are:
■ Lower School: Second Grade Teacher

Amy Buerlein
■ Middle School: Science Teacher Mary Anderson
■ Upper School: French and Spanish Teacher

Elsa Woodaman
16
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DAY OF SILENCE

Following morning chapel on this year’s Day of
Silence, many Upper School students and faculty
wore symbolic stickers and took vows of silence
to support
LGBTQ
students across
the country,
who often
experience
bullying,
harassment
and silencing.

COLLEGE COUNSELING

89 46

45

GRADUATES ATTENDING:

26%

21

of the class plans to
play college athletics

29%

AP
SCHOLARS

of the class sang or played a musical
instrument while in the Upper School

Class of 2022
College Selections
Auburn University
Brown University
Bucknell University
Campbell University
Catholic University
Christopher Newport University
Clemson University (2)
Colgate University
College of William & Mary (4)
Columbia University
Dickinson College
Elon University
Furman University
George Washington University
Gettysburg College

17

Hampden-Sydney College (4)
Hamilton College
High Point University
James Madison University (8)
Kenyon College
Old Dominion University
Randolph-Macon College (3)
Savannah College of Art and Design
Syracuse University
Tulane University
United States Air Force Academy
University of Dayton
University of Georgia
University of Mary Washington (2)
University of Miami (FL)
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University of Mississippi (2)
University of Notre Dame
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (6)
University of South Carolina (2)
University of Tennessee (3)
University of Vermont
University of Virginia (11)
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Military Institute (4)
Virginia Tech (4)
Washington and Lee University (2)
Wesleyan University (2)
West Virginia University
William Paterson University
Wofford College

FINANCE & OPERATIONS
BY DAVID REYNOLDS, CHIEF FINANCIAL & OPERATIONS OFFICER

The 2021/2022 school year was one of strength at St. Christopher’s
as the school community emerged from the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic in many ways. School life resumed a more
normal rhythm with programming, co-curricular activities and
campus events returning.
Student enrollment for the year was 979, slightly
higher than 968 in 2020/2021.
The School’s Finance Committee and Board of
Governors continued to manage the annual operating
budget, balancing tuition levels and affordability with
appropriate funding of instructional, operational and
personnel expenses.
Following the 2020/2021 tuition levels, which were
held flat with the 2019/2020 levels, a modest tuition
increase of 2.9% for 2021/2022 provided funding to
support the School’s operations. The School’s
commitment of almost $3.7 million in need-based
financial aid for 2021/2022 remained elevated to
support the families with demonstrated need.
The School’s general operating fund ended the
2021/2022 year with a favorable surplus amount of
$50,098 compared to a budget of $30,028, while
forgoing the budgeted $250k draw upon funds
previously positioned within the plant fund.
Significantly, operating expenses directly attributable
to the impact of COVID-19 decreased substantially
to $173k in 2021/2022, compared to over $640k in
2020/2021. The School’s commitment to instructional
activities, including divisional expenses, athletic
expenses, arts expenses, and professional
development, increased to $1,181k from $808k
during 2020/2021, as normal activities and events
returned to campus. Notably, instructional expenditures

related to the expanding Arts program increased from
just over $11k in 2020/2021 to $74k in 2021/2022.
Following strong financial market gains in the School’s
2020/2021 fiscal year, the School’s investments
experienced weaker markets in 2021/2022, impacting
the reserve funds managed by the St. Christopher’s
School Foundation. Following a record positive return
in 2020/2021, those funds posted a loss of (15.7%)
for 2021/2022. As of the year-end, the School’s
accumulated operating fund reserves of almost $1.8
million represented 5.4% of annual operating expenses.
In addition to the operating reserve, the School’s plant
fund reserve also ended the 2021/2022 year in a strong
position of almost $2.9 million or 4.0% of the plant
asset value, meeting the CSDV requirement.

“The School’s commitment of
almost $3.7 million in need-based
financial aid for 2021/2022
remained elevated to support
the needs of those families with
demonstrated need.”
18
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Development Update 2021-2022
■ More than 4,758 gifts and 2,924 donors
■ Parent participation increased to 72%
■ Alumni participation increased to 43%
■ Day of Giving raised $406,236 with 1,304 gifts

athletic training room was completed, including new
flooring, ceiling, lighting, cabinetry, equipment, wall,
and floor décor. In addition, a painting project within
the field house locker rooms has been completed.

OTHER FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL RELATED
HIGHLIGHTS DURING THE YEAR INCLUDED:

•

Lower School / Extended Day Renovations –
The second phase of Lower School classroom
renovations was completed in the 3rd-5th grade
areas. The renovations include classroom
enlargement, hallway relocation, new HVAC,
new ceilings, flooring, lighting, and cabinetry.
In Extended Day, the renovations include new
ceilings, flooring, lighting, and cabinetry along with
new exterior windows. When combined with the
initial phase of Lower School renovations, completed
in the summer of 2021, these renovation projects
totaled $1,470k. The School was able to reallocate
tax-exempt borrowing associated with the Arts
Center project to support these expenditures. The
Board of Governors has designated the School’s
annual royalty revenue from T-Mobile of $293k
from 2020/2021 and 2021/2022, $321k from
2022/2023, and $338k from the next couple of
years to repay the allocated tax-exempt borrowing.

•

Middle School Renovations—The renovation of
classroom and office spaces on the upper floor
of the Middle School’s East Wing was completed,
including flooring, painting, ceilings, and lighting,
as well as completion of window replacements in
the Middle School.

•

Upper School Renovations—The Center for the
Study of Boys conference room was renovated
into offices and the LED lighting conversion was
completed in Chamberlayne Hall classroom and
office spaces.

•

Athletics Renovations—Thanks to the support of
a generous donor, a significant renovation of the

•

Upgrades to the all-school phone system, initiated
in 2021, were completed across the entire campus.

•

Campus security continues to be an area of focus
with increased daily security presence on campus
planned for 2022/2023, as well as ongoing
enhancements to the campus door locking and
camera systems.

MAJOR ATHLETICS PROJECTS:

•

Final planning, design and approval for the new
Community Pavilion were completed with the
building permit issued and construction set to begin
in mid-August. Completion of this project is
expected in January 2023. The total project budget
of $1,747k was approved by the Board of Governors
and is expected to be supported by philanthropy.

•

The School has received approval from Richmond
City Council for a Special Use Permit to allow the
installation and operation of athletic field lighting on
Knowles and Jacobs/Massey athletic fields. Musco
Sports Lighting has been selected as the vendor.
The total project budget for the lighting of $1,500k
was approved by the Board of Governors with the
project also supported entirely through philanthropy.
Installation is anticipated to occur in the fall of 2022.

stchristophers.com

