
Further Guidance if Your Parish has a School 

We have received a number of inquiries seeking further information on parish schools. Some 
of these questions have been sparked by decisions made by our Episcopal Schools, who are 
independent and thus not subject to our specific guidelines because their decisions are 
made following other guidelines.  

You will recall that this was the guidance we offered as part of the Regathering Guidelines: 

Day care and preschools that want to resume operations are required to follow 
diocesan guidelines as well as the guidelines of the local health department. We 
strongly recommend against resuming day care and preschools, unless there is a 
particular community they serve that will be severely hampered by their 
continued closing, such as service to children of front-line workers. Please be in 
touch with the Bishop to consult on such situations. 

As we move further into the summer, we know that schools are discerning whether 
or not to open in the fall. Some are also wondering if it is at all possible to offer a 
summer program. 

The Diocese will not be making these decisions for you, but we offer some guiding 
principles to consider as clergy and vestries and the leadership  of schools make 
these decisions. 

1. The guidelines of local health authorities, as well as those of the accrediting bodies
for your school, are your primary tools to develop health and safety plans for the
welfare of your students and school staff if you decide to have in-person school or
related activities.

2. The intersection points of the school and the parish offices and worship space are
particularly sensitive and may impact your parish’s regathering plan. For example, if
there is a single ingress/egress point for both school folks and parishioners, if you
want to regather, you will want to be particularly careful about disinfection of
anything that might be touched, like door handles, between the times the school is
active and when parishioners or church staff might be in those areas. If there are
restrooms that are shared between those in the school and those in the worship or
office areas, those are also areas that need particular sanitation attention. The idea
here is that you don’t want parishioners to infect those in the school, and you don’t
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want those in the school to infect parishioners. We should do our best to make it a 
safe environment for everyone.  

3. Ideally, you would want separate ingress/egress areas for the school and for the rest
of parish activities. While there is some data that suggests the risk of contracting the
virus from nonporous surfaces is lower than we first believed, we think that caution
is wise, as the science is still somewhat fluid.

4. We understand that the ability to serve families through these schools is an
important ministry, and many of the schools have as part of their mission serving
families where there are working parents. We support those ministries. We just want
all the precious children of God to be safe.

5. We also understand how difficult it is to enforce physical distancing with children.
This is why we are saying no to in-person Sunday School or outdoor Sunday School
for youngsters at this point. Day schools provide the same challenge, but at an
exponentially higher level because of the length of time children and their teachers
and helpers are together. It is your task to weigh that risk for your school and for
your parishioners.  Your context is unique.  Your bishops and diocesan staff cannot
make this decision for you, but we will offer you support and help you make
connections with others who are also making these decisions when you ask us

We trust that clergy and their vestries will make wise decisions in partnership with 
school leadership, knowing that we are likely to have a second wave of the virus in 
the fall that may impact decisions you might make now.  

We are happy to respond to questions, to brainstorm with you, and to support 
your decision-making process, if that would be helpful. Questions may be directed 
to Bishop Susan Goff at sgoff@thediocese.net.
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