
Clergy Q&A June 2, 2020 

Bishop Susan opened with prayer and opening remarks. 

We were joined by our colleague and friend the Rev. Marlene Forrest, the Priest-in-Charge of St Philip’s, 

Richmond, who offered her reflections on being a woman of color and a priest in these times: 

I want to thank our Bishops for being open to me claiming my time and sharing today. Thank you 

to the clergy who have reached out to me during this time. It has been greatly appreciated.  

I am speaking to you today from a place of breathlessness, a place of grief, a place of hurt, a 

place of anger that many of my brothers and sisters of color are feeling. Please know that this s my truth. 

A truth that may or may not be shared by other people of Color.  

As we are dealing with the pandemic of COVID-19 and the disparities that have been brought to 

light.  We find ourselves dealing with the injustices of the pandemic of racism once again in this country. 

The cries of those who are lining the streets of our cities is an open window of Grace to make change in 

our diocese in our church and in our communities. 

I speak to you as brothers and sisters and siblings in Christ and want you to know the personal 

struggle that I as an African American woman who is a priest face daily. I daily struggle with the fact that 

the color of my skin to some makes me a suspect, makes me suspicious or a criminal. Daily, I think about 

the impact these pandemics have on my African American congregation. As I leave my home in 

Richmond, I must think about how I present myself to the world. Do I go out in regular street clothes, 

Jeans sneakers and baseball cap or do I wear this collar that might in some way be a sign that I am one 

of the good black people.   

Brothers and Sisters, Siblings, I am breathless. Breathless because I must have conversations 

with my brown daughter and nieces and nephews and explain to them why our black people are valued as 

less in a country where we are supposed to be seen as equal. Breathless as I hear my daughter say she is 

anxious and extra cautious when driving for fear she will get pulled over and killed. Breathless when my 

son-in-law says that if feels like anything we do is a death sentence. Breathless as my brother has to sit 

his brown children down and teach them what to do “IF”. Breathless when I talk with my parents who 

are seeing the same injustices play out from the fifties and sixties.  

But in this breathlessness I know that as an African-American, as a person of color in this 

country, I need lean on God and ask him to give me the strength and courage to take a breath for those 

who can no longer breathe. For George and Brianna and Ahmad and my cousin David who was 

senselessly murdered and the many others who are unable to breathe because of the injustices in this 

world.  

I like you have been called to love everyone but brothers and sisters, siblings, sometimes the 

heaviness of racism, the sting of injustices and the bitterness of disrespect push that concept to a place 

that is heartbreakingly breathless. But in that breathlessness I have a hope in the young folks I see 

seeking change as they March and protest because they desire things to change. I see hope in the 

conversations that I have with my family. I see hope in the conversations that I have with my 



congregation. I see hope in the deep deep meaningful conversations that I have with those who are trying 

to do their work.   

I would like to prayerfully urge you to in some way recognize the pain, anger, heartbreak, grief, 

and breathlessness that your fellow clergy of color and your congregants of color may be feeling. I 

cannot tell you how to do that, as that is your call and that is your work. Work that should be a part of 

our daily work as those who follow Jesus.  Do your work brothers and sisters. Have brave and 

courageous conversations. Prayerfully ask yourself the hard questions about your own fragility. 

Prayerfully risk taking a stand, taking a stand for someone who may not look like you but who is still a 

child of God. Jesus is not calling us to be silent but to cry out as he did when he fully sacrificed himself 

for us all. We are all waking up but in that waking up let us all do our work.   

We spent time in silence, meditating upon our sister’s words and the wisdom, love and pain in them; it 

was, in a way, a time of self-examination, and we are grateful. 

Paris Ball (pball@thediocese.net) then offered a variety of ways to approach online adult formation, 

pointing to a variety of resources. Here’s a link to her power point followed by resources she covered.  

Resources to support small group gatherings/ministry during Pentecost and beyond:  

Church next - https://churchnextblog.wordpress.com/free-courses/ - Multi-course class that folks can 

either do individually or in groups, so your whole congregation can take it together or a small group can 

dive in together. There are a number of free offerings right now, everything from developing spiritual 

practices at home, to civil discourse training, to exploring mission and even conflict through a biblical 

lens. 

Way of Love - https://episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love - Framework for growing deeper in faith. Open 

source, and includes plentiful resources for individuals and groups to explore the practices together and 

at home. 

Episcopal Migration Ministries Book Studies - https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/book-kits/ - 

Book study guides to help individuals and congregations learn more about immigrant communities and 

individuals. Each include full facilitation guides, including tips on running virtual clubs. And all book 

guides have supplemental podcasts – often with the authors – to go deeper. 

Becoming Beloved Community and Sacred Ground - A collection of resources guides and documents to 

help communities of faith work to foster Beloved Communities where all people may experience dignity 

and abundant life.  Sacred Ground are discussion and reflection circles built on powerful films, readings 

and reflections to examine histories of different communities and how they have impacted our world 

today. https://episcopalchurch.org/beloved-community 

Embracing Evangelism - Six part series that explores the spiritual practice of Evangelism. This is a new 

curriculum, and seems to be versatile enough to be used in different ways with small groups or the 

congregation as a whole. https://episcopalchurch.org/embracing-evangelism/series 
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Episcopal Relief and Development curated collection of guides, Bible studies, and other resources you 

can use to explore where your community may be called at this time. 

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program/remoteministry/ 

Offer tangible materials to support folks at home: 

Faith At Home Worship Guide - This is a freebie from the Diocese of  Northern Michigan. Sharing this  - 

or something similar that you create – may help connect those individuals and families even when you 

aren’t gathering in person OR online. https://upepiscopal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Faith-at-

Home-Season-After-Pentecost-2020-Dio-No-Mich-web.pdf 

Some additional resources particular to the current time: 

Responding to Racist Violence - curated by the Episcopal Church and the #1 starting point for overall 

resources: https://episcopalchurch.org/responding-to-racist-violence  

A reading list from the Richmond Public Library on racism: https://rvalibrary.org/shelf-respect/book-

reviews/black-lives-matter-an-anti-racist-reading-list/?fbclid=IwAR3505R-

oQC2QlMGbr60AEQ1VV_R0nrKl1HHBQHGFlT4YIq1-0aDcPDyUBg 

Resources for talking with (white) children, youth, parents 

https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/resources-for-talking-about-race-racism-and-racialized-

violence-with-kids   

List of books to read for children/youth at different ages and helpful tips 

https://www.achievementfirst.org/educating-our-children-talking-to-kids-about-racism-police-brutality 

Another well-curated compendium of resources:  bit.ly/ANTIRACISMRESOURCES 

On the topic of race in America and a Christ-centered approach to racial reconciliation, Aisha Huertas 

(ahuertas@thediocese.net) can be another helpful guide toward resources.  

Q&A 

We have been asked to participate in an outside prayer vigil. Is this permitted? Another attendee asked 

this: The neighbors in our area are also asking us to offer a gathering outdoors for the community. 

Generally, we would say no to it. We’ve learned that it is very difficult for people to keep six feet apart, 

even if they start out this way. But this particular thing, in this particular time, may require some 

flexibility. If you can create a way to ensure that all are masked and distanced, it could be an exception 

that we can consider. There is also the risk that we have said no to public worship, so if we say yes to 

this, this is political. Consider it prayerfully.  

We are considering partnering with a local historically black Baptist church with whom we have an 

existing relationship for a "Walk of Solidarity" (not a protest march) such that they would walk to a local 

public park from their church building, and we would walk there from our church building, and both 
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churches would meet there for a brief prayer service.  All participants would be required to wear masks 

and maintain social distancing.  Is this event something we are permitted to do? The guidance above 

applies. 

Is there going to be any mobilization to protest the death of George Floyd at the diocesan level? There 

are a number of activities that are being worked on in the regions. For example, the North Richmond 

region is working on something with candles in peoples’ windows as signs of the Light of Christ and 

signage. All of these efforts are a work in progress and we encourage prayerful creativity. 

Are you asking clergy in NoVA to join demonstrations in DC? We are not asking you to do so, but are 

supporting you if you do.  

One attendee shared the link and made some comments vis-à-vis the “Stand with St John’s vigil”: 

https://edow.wufoo.com/forms/zx3wyee0m7f91k/?fbclid=IwAR0njal8vKB-

Ld77iZn0ctwe3JG57qmlAvUccz6iijdDTAP9LCSzevN1b8Y  Masks are required and clergy are asked to 

wear clericals and also bring supplies to share: water, masks, and snacks. 

One attendee was moved by a song he heard on television and shared it with the group: 

https://youtu.be/cqFCbtRz1Z0 

Any clergy who have done the Sacred Ground curriculum are asked to contact 

revrobinrazzino@gmail.com to share their experience. 

An attendee, commenting on resources for online adult formation: We've liked the (free) Every Day 

Spiritual Practices course. It is offered as a Zoom course and we worked through it together. It can be 

found on ChurchNext. 

Where are we with timing for permission to return to outdoor worship and/or indoor worship?  The 

Guidelines and Checklists are written and should go out by the end of this week. You can begin to look at 

them and have a sense of what is necessary. We’re not considering outdoor worship at this phase.  

Where are we on scheduling Confirmations and Bishops visits in the fall? We are slowly starting to 

schedule, knowing that there is a strong possibility that they may need to be rescheduled if there is a 

spike of new COVID-19 cases. We are also exploring different ways we might have confirmations once it 

is safe to do so. We do understand that for some of our larger parishes, it is hard to imagine holding 

back a large group of confirmands, and we will explore all sorts of different ways of attending to this 

important need, but right now, we are proceeding with caution. 

Is outdoor worship timing sooner than indoors? Actually, it is not. Phase Two regathering is for indoors 

worship only. It may be dealt with in Phase Three, but as Dr. Fauci has warned us, we are all on the 

virus’s time, not on what we would wish. 

A question for Paris: May clergy attend the Formation lunches or are they just for DCF types? Of course! 

All are welcome! For more information about Office of Formation lunches and office hours: 

https://www.dovformation.net/lunch-learn 
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Any new guidance on baptisms? We have foreign service folks who would like their children to be 

baptized before they are sent to their new assignment. I’m sorry, but we do not. It is impossible to do a 

baptism and maintain proper distancing. All across the church, both here in the United States and in 

some parts of the Anglican Communion, we are all not doing this. We note that in an emergency, any 

Christian can baptize.  

Are there resources at the national, state, or denominational levels to help defray expenses associated 

with special cleaning products/processes to make our churches safe for re-entry? Unfortunately, no. 

There was one program that seemed like a possibility, and then it became evident that our churches 

would not be able to participate. It is possible that some of the counties may have help for such things, 

but we’re not aware of them yet. 

Can’t emergency baptisms be performed without water? Take a look at the rubrics and form for 

Emergency Baptism on page 313 of the BCP. Water must be poured on baptismal candidate. 


