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With great enthusiasm I write to share this 
2021-2022 annual report of Church Schools 
in the Diocese of Virginia (CSDV), including 
school-by-school highlights with input from 
school heads. Following the retirement of 
Dr. David Charlton after thirty-four years of 
distinguished service, I joined this unique 
system of schools in August after twenty-
one years as an administrator at William & 
Mary, most recently as its vice president for 
strategic initiatives and public affairs. 

Since then, as I have learned more about 
the successes of CSDV during the 2021-
2022 academic year, as well as the 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead 
for us, my appreciation and admiration of 
these schools and the communities they 
serve only has grown.
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At the system level, CSDV provides an uncommon structure for collaboration 
among the leaders of these schools and a powerful through-line of 
Episcopal identity that unifies them. 
Furthermore, CSDV leverages the collective scale of the schools in order to secure 
favorable terms for a wide variety of shared needs, including a recently concluded 
process for cybersecurity insurance to protect them against this growing area of 
potential liability for all schools. 

Finally, the additional layer of oversight that the CSDV trustees provide each 
schools' board of governors, to whom much authority is delegated, ensures a 
strong mechanism for the 

alignment of mission and effective use of resources.
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At the school level, the separate boards 
of governors, heads of school and 
leadership teams exercise local authority 
befitting the diversity of the schools 
themselves. Regional variation ranging 
from the Shenandoah Valley to the 
Rappahannock River, and from the city of 
Alexandria to the city of Richmond, 
reflects itself in the school communities, 
as do their differences in student-body 
size, whether they are co-educational, 
and whether they offer boarding.
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A common challenge in the 2021-2022 academic year for the 
boarding schools, which will continue in the coming year, is to 
grow their enrollments. The market for boarders has become smaller and more 
competitive, especially in the face of declining enrollments by international students. 
That loss of tuition revenue, while it can be offset in part or in full by private support or 
by a reduction of expenses, presents a significant and lingering threat.
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All schools navigated successfully the challenges in 2021-2022 
of operating under evolving constraints related to the pandemic, neither as restrictive as 
those to which students and faculty became accustomed in the prior academic year, nor 
fully restored to pre-COVID norms. As one head of school stated in a message to 
trustees, "Beloved traditions and celebrations felt new, and the resumption of our fine 
arts performances, co-curricular activities, and athletic contests filled us with gratitude 
for the things we had missed." Hope abounds for fuller restoration of in-person activities 
and traditions in the current year, even as we seek to carry forward what we have 
learned under the pandemic and apply those lessons in new ways.

Challenges and Opportunities
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Social changes, challenges and awakenings in 
our broader society presented themselves in 

our school communities throughout the 
2021-2022 year. 

The imperative for 
greater diversity, equity, 
inclusion and belonging 
has grown even stronger 

as we strive to fulfill more fully our 
commitment to, in the words of one school's 
mission statement, "honor the unique value 

of each of our members as a child of God in a 
caring community."
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Christchurch School
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Christchurch, Virginia
Coed Boarding and Day School 
Grades 9-12
2021-2022 Enrollment: 228



Select 2021-2022 Highlights:
• Selection of Billy Coyle as a new head of school to succeed John E. "JEB" Byers after 22 

years of service, at the end of the academic year
• Spring celebration, postponed during the pandemic, of Christchurch's centennial year
• Restoration of St. Peter's Chapel
• Continued success at the highest levels for the sailing team, which qualified for both 

national championships — the Baker Cup and the Mallory — and finished fifth and tenth 
respectively

• The return of "immersion trips" that provide each grade with a place-based investigation 
that involves field research and culminates with a three-day trip
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St. Catherine’s School
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Richmond, Virginia
All-Girls Day School

Age 3 - Grade 12
2021-2022 Enrollment: 947



Select 2021-2022 Highlights:
• The return of X-Term, which provides upper-school students with 

opportunities for local and regional trips and projects for experiential learning
• Receiving the College Board's AP Computer Science Female Diversity Award 

for the third year in a row
• Use by students of a new apiary on the Goochland campus
• Progress on construction of a new Arts & Innovation Center, which will 

combine a theater and a makerspace for set design
• Hiring of Tish Canady as the school's first director of access, equity and 

belonging
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Richmond, Virginia
All-Boys Day School 
Grades JK-12
2021-2022 Enrollment: 979

St. Christopher’s School
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Select 2021-2022 Highlights:
• Launch of the BUILD Lab, which includes a kitchen and a 3-D printer in a flexible space 

designed to facilitate problem solving and innovative thinking
• Expansion of the Chamberlayne Achievement Program into the middle and upper 

schools to provide additional mentoring and support to boys from underrepresented 
backgrounds

• Approval by the Richmond City Council for installation of field lighting at Knowles, 
Jacobs and Massey fields to enable up to 15 evening athletic contests in the 2022-2023 
year and beyond

• Hiring of the Rev. John Ohmer as the new Upper School chaplain
• Full use of the newly constructed Arts Center for division-wide musical productions
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St. Margaret’s School
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Tappahannock, Virginia
All-Girls Boarding & Day School
Grades 8-12 and postgraduate
2021-2022 Enrollment: 72
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Select 2021-2022 Highlights:
• First year for Head of School Colley Bell
• Planning for the launch of a new STREAM program in 2022-2023 that incorporates 

science, technology, the Rappahannock River, engineering, art and math
• Hiring of Cupper Dickinson as Dean of School, a position that effectively operates as the 

assistant head of school
• School-wide field trip to Washington, DC, and participation by the St. Margaret's chorus in 

Evensong at the National Cathedral
• Revitalization of athletics, including the requirement for participating in two sports 

seasons and the return of crew as an offering for the fall, winter and spring seasons



St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
Alexandria, Virginia
Coed Day School
Age 3 - Grade 12
2021-2022 Enrollment: 1,196
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Select 2021-2022 Highlights:
• Training, conducted in partnership with the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities, 

for faculty and staff on how to guide students through challenging and necessary 
conversations

• Launch of two new certificate programs in the upper school, the World Language 
Certificate and the STEM Certificate

• Addition of three new courses in the middle school: Academic Skills (6th); Computer 
Science/Coding (7th); and Seminar (8th), in which students create a tangible product, 
experience, method, or outcome in service of others on a local, national, or global level

• Purchase of three acres of land adjacent to the upper school campus in partnership 
with St. Andrew's United Methodist Church

• Unanimous approval for reaccreditation by a committee from the Virginia Association of 
Independent School
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Stuart Hall School
Staunton, Virginia

Coed Boarding & Day School 
Grades 6 -12

2021-2022 Enrollment: 144
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Select 2021-2022 Highlights:
• Appointment of Dean of Students & Campus Life Jason Coady to serve as Acting 

Head of School following the departure of Michael Robinson
• Resumption of the boarding program
• Implementation of the Mastery Learning approach to education across all classes, 

strengthening the school's standing as a leader within the Master Transcript 
Consortium of schools

• Return of an on-campus Alumni Weekend for the first time since the spring of 2019
• Selection of CulinArt, part of the Compass Corporation, as the school's new food-

service vendor
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provide world-class academic experiences in 
Episcopal schools that prepare students for 
success in college, in life and in service to others. 

Against an evolving backdrop of change and 
challenge, transitions and triumphant returns, 
more than 3,500 learners from age three to grade 
twelve attended these schools in the 2021-2022 
academic year and gave hope for our future to 
those contributing to their education.
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