
Report of the Standing Committee to the Annual Convention 2020 
 
Bishops and Delegates of the 226th Annual Diocesan Convention, 
 
My name is Diane Wright and it has been my honor to serve as the President of the Standing 
Committee this past year. 
 
Since our last convention, you have been well served by the dedicated and hardworking 
members of your Standing Committee. The Standing Committee is composed of 12 
members, 6 from the lay order and 6 from the clergy order. Each year at convention, 
delegates elect 2 new members of each order for a three-year term. The current members 
are the following (in alphabetical order): Ashley Cameron, The Rev. Deacon Katherine 
Ferguson, Deborah Gandy, The Rev. Andrew Merrow, Diane Miller, The Rev. David Niemeyer, 
Christie Thomas, The Rev. Anne Turner, Stevenson Walker, The Rev. Bambi Willis, The Rev. 
Dr. Dorothy White and myself. We are a diverse group of people - of varying ages, genders, 
marital status, and racial and ethnic backgrounds. As a committee, we have grown into a 
faith community that cares deeply for and about one another. Each member of the Standing 
Committee has many and varied gifts which have been offered in service to this Diocese and 
I am grateful for their patience, wisdom and passion for the Church.  
 
Historically, Standing Committee meetings have been held the first Thursday of each month 
in Fredericksburg. During the past two years, the Committee moved some meetings to 
Saturdays to accommodate schedules of working members. Since the onset of the COVID 
pandemic, all our work has continued via Zoom.   
 
The Standing Committee has varied canonical roles and responsibilities.  
 

• We serve as a Council of Advice for the Bishop and we meet monthly with Bishop 
Goff. We are grateful that Bishop Goff chooses to utilize the collective wisdom of the 
Standing Committee to assist in exercising her ministry as our Ecclesiastical Authority, 
and we commend her for her strong, dedicated and wise leadership. We also are 
grateful for our two bishops that answered the call to serve our diocese during this 
time: Bishop Jennifer Brooke-Davidson who has been with us just over one year and 
Bishop Porter Taylor who joined us in July.  
 

• A major role of the Standing Committee is the approval of candidates for ordination 
to the priesthood and the vocational diaconate. We review their extensive files and 
interview each candidate. This year we interviewed and approved eleven candidates 
for ordination to the priesthood and seven candidates for ordination to the 
vocational diaconate. We would not be able to do this important work without the 
dedicated support of Ed Keithly and Vicky Bickel on the diocesan staff who track each 
aspirant, postulant, and candidate as they move through the process. It is an 



incredible privilege to meet each person called to serve in ordained ministry in the 
Diocese. The future of the church is bright! 

 
• The Standing Committee also consents to the elections of bishops in other dioceses. 

This year we approved the election of nine bishops.   
 

• Lastly, the Standing Committee approves applications to encumber or dispose of 
property by a church of the Diocese and provide advice and consent to the Bishop 
regarding the sale of real property of the Diocese. Since last convention, our advice 
and/or consent was sought for seven transactions involving real property of the 
Diocese. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Bill Martin and Ted Smith on 
the diocesan staff who support our work as well as the Chancellor of the Diocese, J.P. 
Causey, who kindly provides us with thoughtful advice and guidance on varied 
questions.  

 
In addition to our canonical duties, we have reviewed existing policies and procedures 
asking “why we do what we do,” Including how and when Standing Committee meets in 
order to determine how to make serving on Standing Committee more accessible to more 
working lay members and bi-vocational clergy.  
 
In this coming year, as we begin the search process for our next bishop diocesan, the 
Standing Committee will play a pivotal role in the process including forming the search and 
nominating committee as well as the transition committee. We request your prayers for this 
work. You will be hearing more in the coming months and we hope you will discern how to 
support our Diocese in this vital and essential work.   

In conclusion, it has been an honor and a privilege for this Standing Committee to serve the 
Diocese and we are grateful to all who support the work of our diocese as we strive 
together to share God’s love with our neighbors near and far. 
 
Faithfully submitted, 
 
Diane Wright 
President of the Standing Committee (2019-2020) 
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia 
 
 
 
 
 


