
 
 

Shrine Mont Annual Report – October 29, 2020 

Shrine Mont is a conference and retreat center serving the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia.  At our heart is 
the Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration, the cathedral of the diocese with public services held at 11:00 
on Sundays in the spring, summer and fall. During the course of our season, we welcome parish retreats, 
family reunions, a vast array of conferences and meetings, and the diocesan summer camp program. 

Shrine Mont is located on 1,200 acres of forest in the historic resort town of Orkney Springs, VA fifteen 
miles west of I81 between Winchester and Harrisonburg. Part of our facility is a renovated nineteenth 
century resort that is on the National Register of Historic Places. Accommodations vary from hotel style 
rooms to cottages for families or small groups. Recreation activities include swimming, tennis, hiking, 
sports activities, volleyball, shuffleboard, Bocce, hayrides and camp fires. Golf and a zip line are 
available at the nearby Bryce resort.  

In a typical year, Shrine Mont will host over 13,000 guests and 700 campers and staff during our season, 
which starts in mid-April and ends in early November. 

This has been a challenging season for Shrine Mont.  We were not able to open until June 19 and virtually 
all of our programs, camps, conferences and reunions were cancelled.  As the reality of the Corona virus 
set in this spring, the Shrine Mont leadership made a commitment to open as soon as we were able with 
the safety of guests and staff the highest priority.  Our mission is to be A Place Apart and people need 
what we offer more now than ever and we have been here for them.   We also made a commitment to 
keep the core staff employed as long as we are able to help them, their families and our community. 

With those two goals in mind, Shrine Mont welcomed families and small group gatherings until we 
closed for the season on October 25. For those who stayed this year, we fulfilled our mission and gave 
guests a safe place to be outside and away from other people. We are deeply appreciative of all who 
visited the Mountain this year.  

The financial reality is that our revenues from boarding and lodging are down by 80% of a normal year.  
Shrine Mont qualified for the federal Payroll Protection Program and has received some CARES act 
funding through Shenandoah County.  Our greatest help has come through the generosity of donors to 
Shrine Mont.  Donations are currently three times what they usually are at this time of year and we are 
hopeful this trend continues through the end of 2020 and the beginning of 2021.  Usually we save funds 
from our summer operations to pay for the winter off-season.  Without those funds this year, we will 
continue to count on the generosity of our Shrine Mont family and our savings until we reopen. 

All of us at Shrine Mont are thankful for the leadership of the bishop and our Board of Directors.  They 
are truly committed to our mission and our staff.  In 2020, we welcomed three new members to our board:  
Dr. Ron Carey of St. Peter’s, Richmond, Ms. Diane Miller of St. Timothy’s Herndon and the Rev. Roger 
Bowen of Trinity, Staunton.  At the end of the year. Mr. Frank Burke of Grace, Kilmarnock, and Ms. 
Anne Wilkens of St, Stephen’s Richmond will finish their terms.  Thank you Frank and Anne for your 
hard work. 

Submitted by: 

Kevin Moomaw, Executive Director 


