
POTOMAC REGION’S ANNUAL REPORT TO THE  

226TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA 

 

The Potomac Region is comprised of ten churches located in Fairfax and Prince William 
Counties: All Saints Sharon Chapel, Alexandria; Church of the Spirit, Alexandria; La Iglesia De 
San Marcos, Alexandria; Olivet, Alexandria; Pohick, Lorton; St. Aidan’s, Alexandria; St. James, 
Mt. Vernon; St. Luke’s, Alexandria; St. Margaret’s, Woodbridge; St. Marks, Alexandria. The 
Very Rev. Corry Weierbach is Dean and R. Scott Caulkins is President.  

Since the last Diocesan Convention, the Potomac Region Council has met five times, once in 
person and four times remotely (via Zoom), to share what is happening in the Region’s churches 
and to discuss ways that we can work more closely as a Region. This past year the Region has 
donated money to support San Marcos, which meets at St. Mark’s in Alexandria. At the request 
of four churches in the Region (All Saints Sharon Chapel, Olivet, St. Mark’s and Church of the 
Spirit), the Region Council approved a grant of $5,000 from the Region’s Church Planting Fund 
that was used to pay expenses associated with the development and maintenance of a website 
(www.potomacepiscopal.org) for worship, mission, social justice, and other activities of the four 
churches. The website also provides a platform to announce activities and events of other 
churches in the Region.  

Several of the Region’s churches experienced transition in clergy over the last year.   The Rev. 
Elizabeth Gardner, Rector of St. Marks, replaced the Rev. John Hall who was Interim. The Rev. 
Rosemary Beales is Interim at St. Aidan’s, in place of the Rev. John Baker who was Rector. The 
Rev. Dr. Richard (Rick) Miles is Interim at St. Luke’s in place of the Rev. Tuck Bowerfind, who 
was Rector, and the Rev. Veronika Travis who was Assistant Priest. The Rev. Margaret Peel 
departed as Interim of St. Margaret’s, which is in search for a replacement. The Rev. Colleen 
Schiefelbein is Priest Associate at All Saints Sharon Chapel and the Potomac Episcopal 
collaboration (discussed below).   

Like all parishes in the Diocese, as a consequence of the shut-down orders due to the pandemic, 
the churches in the Region had to rapidly adapt to conducting worship services, Christian 
education, bible studies, vestry meetings and other events online. This brought struggles, but it 
also provided an opportunity for church members otherwise unable to attend worship services 
and other events to participate in the life and ministry of their respective congregations remotely. 
It has also provided a unique opportunity to bring the clergy, lay leaders and members of several 
churches in the Region together like never before, resulting in the creation of a new community 
of faith that is anticipated to last and continue to grow after the pandemic ends. A description of 
this new faith community, referred to as “Potomac Episcopal,” is attached to and 
submitted with this report.   

 

   



“Go and walk through the land in every direction, for I am giving it to you.”  
(Genesis 13:17) 

 
 
Potomac Episcopal, as we now call ourselves, is a collection of churches in the 
Potomac Region of the Diocese (southern Alexandria in Fairfax County). Originally, we 
began doing Sunday services online together during this unprecedented time and have 
found we are, in so many ways, better. While our natural affiliation begins with worship, 
we also share a passion for justice, serving our neighborhoods, and learning. 

By sharing our resources and energy, we are able to offer Sunday Morning Prayer live 
via Zoom at 10:00 am, special services as the liturgical calendar allows, weekday 
Morning Prayer at 8:00 am, weekday Compline at 8:00 pm, and Wednesday Noonday 
prayer and Lectionary Study. 

In addition to worshipping throughout the week, we learn and serve together. There is a 
robust Justice Team that meets weekly working tirelessly toward our becoming a 
Beloved Community through civic engagement, education, and neighborhood action. 
Our Mission group coordinates acts of mercy throughout our little corner of Alexandria. 
Many folks enjoy, online of course, Sunday Bible Study for adults and Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd for children. We also have a fun fellowship opportunity through our 
Wednesday Choir Connect - a weekly gathering of friends to learn more about one 
another through the foundation of music (no singing required!). 

The original group started with St. Margaret’s Woodbridge, St. James’ Mount Vernon, All 
Saints Sharon Chapel, Church of the Spirit, St. Mark’s Alexandria, and Olivet churches. 
After some time, St. Margaret’s (who is in search) and St. James’ decided to continue 
participating with our daily offerings but worship independently on Sundays.  

We have a website (PotomacEpiscopal.org) and a collaboration weekly email. Church 
leadership from each parish meets together occasionally to see where this might be 
taking us next. While we offer our uncertainty to God, we rest in the knowledge that we 
are a Jesus community online deeply devoted to one another and our neighborhoods. 
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