
Northern Piedmont Region Annual Report 

The Northern Piedmont Region has been challenged, and perhaps even energized, by the virus 
restrictions.  We all recall the last in-person meeting in March where our Dean, Reverend 
Weston Matthews, previewed the coming restrictions on in–person meetings.  At the time, it 
was so unexpected and seemed unlikely to last for long.  Many of us even contemplated Easter 
back at our churches.  After all this time, the reality of the restrictions seems almost natural.   
The use of online services has enabled new ways to worship as well as outreach to potential 
new congregants and community members that we may not have been serving before.   

Our regional meetings have continued remotely.  We include a briefing on an issue area, a local 
charity, or mission grant (as needed.)   In addition, we explore how we can aggregate efforts or 
learn new approaches from other churches in outreach, youth services, growing the church and 
multiple other areas.   

The following are highlights of our activities and outcomes for 2020:   

Re-Opening:  Few parishes plan to re-open or to begin the process of obtaining diocesan 
permission for indoor services in the near future.  Live-streaming from worship spaces is 
eagerly anticipated. 

All reported both joys and difficulties with on-line services but all agreed that virtual worship is: 
• Serving parishioners who would not be able to attend church even without pandemic 

restrictions. 
• Not working well for those who live in rural non-wireless service areas. 
• Expanding our ministries beyond the region to be national and in the case of St Gabriel’s 

Spanish language service - multinational. 

Parish Facilities:  A few parishes with resources are improving accessibility with ramped 
entrances and improved ventilation systems in preparation for re-opening safely.   Many are 
also upgrading audio-visual systems for improved live-streaming and recording. 

Transitions:  Four of our parishes are without “settled clergy” -- including three with interim 
rectors and one with a Lay Leader.   

Feeding & Housing Ministries:  All report that essential community support has increased.  
Among the various ministries are: 
• Parish support of local food pantries by all parishes. 
• A joint effort among the Leesburg/Ashburn parishes for food distribution from the local 

food bank in support of Loudoun Hunger Relief. 
• Backpack buddy programs supplementing school feeding programs. 



• Sponsorship and support by St Gabriel’s, in collaboration with Catholic Charities, provides 
rental assistance for Loudoun residents in housing crises. 

Formation:  Several parishes have transitioned Bible Study and book group meetings on-line. 
The Fauquier parishes have initiated a Sunday Evening forum program titled “Love in the Time 
of Covid” a weekly, streaming forum series exploring “what it means to be a Christian and what 
it means to be the church during this time of disruption and change.” 

Racial Justice:   
• The St. David’s chapter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew has been dissolved and reformed 

as St. David Men’s Fellowship with racial reconciliation as its cornerstone.   
• Regional consensus is that racial balance may best be served by increased Diocesan support 

of visibly diverse mission activities. 
 

The roles of Deacons:   Holly Hanback presented an informative overview. 

Grant of $1500.00 to Grace Montessori School:  Enabled the purchase of the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd Program and support to Level 1 teacher training on the program.     

Grant $1800.00 to St Gabriel’s:   Supported half the costs of teens and chaperones to the 
REACH service camp.  Sadly, the grant was returned since the summer camp was canceled.  

We have enjoyed the reporting from the churches of the myriad activities underway in spite of 
COVID restrictions -- multiple Morning Prayer services, outside services, online series broadcast 
and cultural options are a small sample of church activities and impacts.   

Financially, we are still able to provide grants and appreciate the support of our regional 
churches.  We anticipate installing a new slate of officers after convention and are looking 
forward to the challenges and opportunities of 2021. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Northern Piedmont leaders and clergy 

Rev Weston Matthews, Dean, Grace, the Plains 

Janet Lyman, President, Christ Church, Lucketts 

Dottie Brannock, Vice President, St James, Leesburg 

George Garlick , Treasurer, St James, Leesburg 

Bruce LeLacheur, Secretary, Grace, The Plains 



 

 

 

 

 


