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Anne Turner Biographical Statement:  I grew up in the Diocese of Virginia, where I was formed 
by St. Christopher’s Church, Springfield, and camp at Shrine Mont.  As a young adult, I worked 
in the arts.  After receiving a Fulbright grant to study the history of Shakespeare and African-
American culture, I coordinated educational outreach programs for the Folger Shakespeare 
Library.  I discerned a call to ordination while attending St. Margaret’s Church, Washington, DC, 
in my mid-twenties.  I earned my M.Div. from Yale Divinity School and was ordained to the 
priesthood in 2003. 
 
Most of my ordained ministry has been in the Diocese of Virginia, as well.  I served as Assistant 
Rector at Grace Church, Alexandria.  After a year at Grace Church, Amherst, in the Diocese of 
Western Massachusetts, I returned to Virginia to serve for seven years, first as Assistant and 
then as Senior Associate at St. Mary’s, Arlington.  In 2016, I became Bridge Interim Rector at St. 
Timothy’s Church in Herndon. 
 
In 2017, I stepped into my current position as Program Coordinator at Virginia Seminary for 
Deep Calls to Deep, a program to strengthen working preachers.  In that role, I work with VTS 
faculty and leaders from around the church to bring priests, deacons, and lay people to the VTS 
campus to deepen their preaching vocation.  In 2018, I also joined the staff of St. Thomas, 
McLean, as Associate for Pastoral Care. 
 
My work in the church has been balanced by my vocation at home; several of my positions have 
been part time to allow me to care for my two daughters, who were born shortly after I was 
ordained.  I’ve also worked as a part-time ski instructor and taken time away to solo hike the 
Long Trail through Vermont. 
 
I have a long history with the Diocese and am deeply invested in its future.  I’m aware that the 
change in episcopal leadership represents a key turning point in the life of our diocese, and I am 
eager to support our bishops as we move forward.  My work at Virginia Seminary has made me 
conscious of the needs not only of this diocese but of dioceses across the Episcopal Church.  I 
believe that my unusual vantage point (serving in both a parish and at the seminary) will be an 
asset to the Standing Committee.  I feel called to offer creative leadership at this time, and I 
hope that my varied background can allow me to offer a new perspective on both the assets 
that our diocese has and the challenges that face us. 
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