2016 Gospel Reflections for
September 25th – November 13th

The writings in this Gospel reflection booklet represent a diversity of voices
from across the Diocese of Virginia. We hope that readers will not only reflect
more deeply on the readings themselves, but also on the important
experiences represented by our writers and the vital role each church in the
Diocese offers to our “Walk in Love” together.
Our “Walk in Love” logo originated in March with hundreds of lay delegates
and clergy at the 2016 Diocese of Virginia Convention who were asked to
text verbs that describe how we “walk in love as Christ loved us” in Virginia.
The verbs, sitting on top of a Holy Communion wafer, represent how we are
fed through Christ to do God’s work.*
As you read each reflection, consider your stewardship offerings and how God calls you to
use the gifts God gives you to do the work God calls you to do.
What’s your verb?
Walk in Love!
Your Diocesan Stewardship Committee

* To learn more about building the word cloud, please read the 2016 spring issue of the Virginia Episcopalian.
The article is on page 8.

The Gospel
Luke 16:19-31

Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen

and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man
named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with
what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his
sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by
his side. He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus
to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in
these flames.' But Abraham said, `Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now
he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and
us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from
here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said,
`Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- for I have five
brothers-- that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this
place of torment.' Abraham replied, `They have Moses and the prophets; they
should listen to them.' He said, `No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, `If they do not listen to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises
from the dead.'"

Reflection by
Wendy Steeves –
Where are the places in my life where
I have encountered the pain and
suffering of others? As I read this
gospel passage from Luke, my heart
asks, “Why does the rich man not see
Lazarus laying at the gate each day,
parched with thirst and heat, while
sores covering his skeletal body ooze
with infection and pain? Or if he does
see Lazarus, why is it that the rich
man does not engage with Lazarus in
some way?” What experiences in my
life come to mind as I reflect on this
passage?
As I commute to work, I see
homeless men and women standing
on the medians of major roads with
cardboard signs pleading, “Homeless.
Please help.” They stand in the
blistering sun, in the rain, in the
pollution, and in the judgement
passers-by may pass on them. I feel
uncomfortable and saddened each
time I see them, and I ask, “What am I
to do for them?” Some days I give
them money. Other times I give them
food that I have with me if they want
to receive it. Sometimes all I can do is
offer a prayer of thanks that God is
with them, and pray for guidance on
how I am to help and serve in these
moments.
When I feel discouraged that my
efforts are not enough to make much
of a difference, I draw on the story of
the loaves and fishes told in John 6:

1-15, where Jesus transforms what
little is offered in faith, into enough to
meet the needs of the many. That
miracle, to me, is a window into the
mystery of faith. It asks me to offer
what I have, and to ask the Lord to
bless the work I do in His name, so
that it may become salve in some way
for the painful sores of those who are
in need.
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s
words come to mind as he speaks of
the Jesus Movement during his first
address as Presiding Bishop and
Primate of the Episcopal Church:
[Jesus says] “Follow me and I will help
you change the world from the
nightmare it often is into the dream
that God intends.”
(http://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts
/publicaffairs/presiding-bishopmichael-curry-jesus-movement-andwe-are-episcopal-church)

Wendy Steeves is
a member of Buck
Mountain
Episcopal Church in
Earlysville, VA, and
is a life-long
Episcopalian. She
is currently enrolled in the Spiritual
Guidance Program at the Shalem
Institute for Spiritual Formation, and
enjoys serving in pastoral care and
health and wellness ministries. She
lives near Charlottesville, VA with her
husband, Chris, and their dog, Auger.

Reflection Questions
• Where have you
encountered the
suffering of others?
• How do you respond
when you encounter
others’ suffering?
• How do you respond
when you encounter your
own suffering?
• Learn more about Buck
Mountain Episcopal in
Earleysville at:

www.buckmountainchurch.org

The Gospel
Luke 17:5-10

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" The Lord replied, "If you

had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, `Be
uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.
"Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing
or tending sheep in the field, `Come here at once and take your place at the
table'? Would you not rather say to him, `Prepare supper for me, put on your
apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'? Do you
thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when you have
done all that you were ordered to do, say, `We are worthless slaves; we have
done only what we ought to have done!'"

Reflection by
John Daniel Herrera –
Faith. Something that a lot of us are
missing lately. A simple definition of faith
is confidence or trust in a person or
thing. Another could be belief that is not
based on proof. So now that I have the
definition, how do I use it in my life?
In the 21st century, faith seems less
common in our society. In biblical times,
you can read many different stories
about faith, like when Moses opened up
the waters or when Jesus healed the
blind and the sick. Nowadays, one is not
able to read many of those stories. So
I'd like to share one of mine.
My father had an accident about a
year ago at work. He slipped and fell,
breaking the back of his head and
causing a severe concussion. For two
months he had to be in bed and not
move. His recovery time should've been
longer, but he is the only one in our
family with an income.
I can remember many things. I can
remember that when we came back
from the hospital, he said he could see
cars flying. He also became desperate
in cars because of the tight space. All
problems he had never had before. He
needed help to walk and hated noise.
He wanted to lock himself in his room
and not come out. He thought he would
never be the same again. But his faith
has helped him recover.
He did not expect magically to wake
up and be like he was before the
accident, but he had faith that God
would give him the strength to stand up
again and go to work. And it happened.
One day he woke up and slowly started
to walk. He returned to work. He was
dizzy, and not able to move easily, but
he had faith that God would help.
It took him almost 6 months to
recover. He still has back and shoulder
pain, but he has faith that the doctors
will help him heal completely.

In 2 Peter we read to “make every
effort." It is not the amount of faith that
matters, but the quality of faith. One
small seed of mustard can grow into a
beautiful tree. We must have faith. If
someone looks at a mountain and says,
"Move from here to there," and has no
doubt in his heart, then it will happen.
God will help you, even when your
faith is the size of a mustard seed.
When the apostles said, "Increase our
faith," Jesus was frustrated by their lack
of faith, because even if they had a
small amount – it would have been
sufficient.
I am an eighth grader, have many
different leadership roles at school, and
am fortunate to have good grades. But
my good grades don't randomly happen,
and the effort I need isn’t randomly
fulfilled. I work hard towards my goals,
but my work would be of no value if I
didn't have faith. When I wake up in the
morning, I have faith that I will go to
school and accomplish the tasks I need
to fulfill. My faith accompanies my work
and my actions for the day. Without
faith, I am nothing.
God doesn't promise days without
pain, laughter without sorrow, or sun
without rain. But He does promise
strength for the day, comfort for the
tears, and light for the way.
If we are speaking in a 21st century
language, we can say that faith is like
Wi-Fi. It is invisible, but it has the power
to connect you to what you need. Faith
is seeing light with your heart when all
your eyes can see is darkness.

Reflection Questions
• How would you define faith? Is it
like Wi-Fi to you?
• When have you seen faith in
action?
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John Daniel Herrera was born
in Ibiza, Spain and moved to
the US with his family in 2011.
His father currently works for
the Diocese of Virginia. He is
in eighth grade and attends
Emmanuel Episcopal in
Richmond. John lives in
Ashland, Virginia with his
parents and four-year-old
sister.
Learn more about Emmanuel
Episcopal in Richmond at:
www.emmanuelrichmond.org

The Gospel
Matthew 11:25–30

Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them
to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”

The Feast of St. Francis

Reflection by
Helen Spence –
“Come to me all you that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.”
I have sung this text from
Matthew’s Gospel as a solo more
times than I can count – and it
brings me joy and relief every time
these words pass my lips. The
mere idea that Christ is there to
help and sustain me as I attempt
to follow in His Way – walking in
His Love – is an image I find to be
most comforting.
Each day, as I attempt to walk in
His footsteps, He walks with me
and guides me. He carries me
when I am in doubt. He holds my
hand crossing the street. He loves
me with a Pure Love that cannot
be expressed in mere words. Or,
as St. Francis once said, He helps
me to “preach the Gospel at all
times and, when necessary, use
words.”
St. Francis of Assisi is one of the
best known of the saints on the
calendar because of his love of
animals. My church has a St.
Francis statue by the front door,
lovingly decorated each week by
our Flower Guild to honor this man
who stands tall in his love for all
creation. The example of his
stewardship of people, and all
other living things, helps turn my
thoughts toward how I can be a
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good steward of those things that
are important to me.
During this season of Annual
Giving, I give thanks for my
congregation. I give thanks for the
work we do, the care we take, the
gifts we give and the gifts we
share. I give thanks for the joy we
find in one another as we Walk in
Love together.
As you look at your church – at
its mission and witness to the
world around where you live – I
ask you to give thanks for those
things which enable you to Walk in
Love.

Helen Spence
has been a
parishioner at St.
Christopher’s
Episcopal Church
in Springfield, VA for 31 years,
where she sings in the choir and
serves as the assistant treasurer.
She is the Chair of the Diocesan
Stewardship Committee, a
member of the Standing
Committee, has served as a Deputy
to General Convention, and is
President of Region VII. She is
married and has two grown sons,
two daughters-in-love, and a
grandson.

Reflection Questions
•

Consider reading the Prayer
attributed to St. Francis
found on page 833 in the
Book of Common Prayer.

•

Consider listening to a
recording of G. F. Handel’s
“Messiah”.

•

If your church does a
“Blessing of the Animals” to
celebrate St. Francis of
Assisi, consider attending –
even if you don’t have a pet
– as a celebration of creation
and a chance to gather with
friends.

•

Learn more about St.
Christopher’s in Springfield
at:
www.saintchristophers.net

The Gospel
Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between

Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him.
Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on
us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the
priests." And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when
he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He
prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.
Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are
they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this
foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has
made you well."

Reflections by
The Rt. Rev. David C. Jones –

In this wonderful story
from the life of Jesus, we
see the connection
between gratitude and
faith. The Samaritan was
so grateful that he
prostrated himself at
Jesus’ feet and
profoundly thanked him. It
is that expression of
gratitude, yes, profound
gratitude that is at the
heart of our stewardship
of time, talent and
treasure. We give in
response to the One who
has given us life and the
hope of Salvation.
It is an attitude of being
“all in”, one expressed by
the Samaritan, which
informs my participation
in church life and
personal giving. I am “all

in” when I am fully
present in worship, when
I am committed to parish
outreach or with my
personal giving. I am “all
in” when I am responding
from a heart of gratitude –
wanting to give and
continue to give of myself,
my time, talent and
treasure.
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The Rt. Rev. David
Colin Jones is the
retired Bishop
Suffragan of the
Diocese of Virginia.
Bishop Jones served
calls in Lewisburg,
WV, in Beckley, WV, and as Rector of
Church of the Good Shepherd in Burke, VA,
where he served until his election as Bishop
Suffragan on January 27, 1995.
Church growth has been a particular
passion of Bishop Jones throughout his
ministry. As Bishop Suffragan, he had
oversight of mission congregations and
church planting.
In retirement Bishop Jones continues to
serve occasionally in churches around the
Diocese of Virginia. He and Mrs. Jones
especially enjoy traveling and time with
their children and grandchildren. They
worship most often at Grace Episcopal
Church in Kilmarnock.

Reflection Questions
• How do you connect
your faith with gratitude?
• How have you
expressed your thanks
to Jesus during different
events in your life?
• When have you
experienced moments
of being “all in” in your
life of faith?
• Learn more about Grace
Episcopal Church in
Kilmarnock at:
www.graceepiscopalkilmarnock.com

The Gospel
Luke 18:1-8

Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to

lose heart. He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, `Grant me justice against my opponent.' For a while
he refused; but later he said to himself, `Though I have no fear of God and no
respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant
her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.'" And the
Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice
to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping
them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son
of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

Reflection by
Dr. JohnL Johnson –
Luke 18:1 has been ordained “the
parable of the unjust judge and the
persistent woman.” Upon reflection, a
picture of American social-political
individualism comes into focus. The
woman, a rugged individualist, pleaded
for and received her “justice.” She was
persistent and received the charity of
the judge only for his own convenience.
But what about the neighborhood and
town which was also subject to the
judge’s malfeasance? It was not only
the woman who was subject to a judge
who “didn’t fear God or care about
people.” The justice system in the
parable was based on favoritism to the
persistent, and not to all to whom justice
is a right.
In today’s America those individuals
who can afford high-powered legal
representation to navigate the judicial
process receive one kind of justice while
the poor, the disenfranchised, the
oppressed remain subject to systems of
justice that injure the spirit and diminish
their humanity. We have become aware
that the justice system in many
communities seems to be infected by
racial inequality that has an undeniable
connection to slavery. The woman in the
parable received dysfunctional justice
leaving her unable to explain this
“justice” to her neighbors, male and
female. It was charity given by the
unjust judge which left the community in
bondage to his lack of integrity.
What does this mean for Christians?
“We must move beyond charity toward
Justice,” The American Friends Service
Committee tells us. Unitarian minister
Theodore Parker in his 1853 sermon
“Justice and Conscience” preached that
“The Arc of the Moral Universe Bends

Toward Justice.” Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. preached a reconciling statement
derived from Parker’s sermon: “The arc
of the universe is long but it bends
toward Justice.” He preached a healing
justice.
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The challenge to Episcopalians is how
to conceptualize a healing justice in the
communities where we minister. This
begins with understanding the theology
of community offered by Bishop
Shannon when he introduced himself to
our Diocese. Anglican reason offers the
ability to reflect on new understandings
of justice and how we interpret the
Scriptures in our cultural contexts.
There are different groups with
different worldviews worshiping in our
parishes, and the communities in which
they are planted. What groups are in
need of healing justice in your
community? Let Prophet Amos be our
guide in his condemnation of the old
systems of justice and his plea for
justice and righteousness. (Amos 5:1017; 24)
Dr. JohnL Johnson is a parishioner
at St Mary’s in
Colonial Beach.
He is a lector and
has served on the
Diocesan
Committee on
Race and
Reconciliation. He
had a distinguished career as a
tenured university professor and as
Assistant Provost for Minority Group
Affairs and Director of African
American Studies at a major
university. John L, as he is known, is
engaged in a ministry of creating a
world where it is easier to love, based
on Paulo Freire’s idea of not only
reading the Word but reading the
Word and doing something about it.

Reflection Questions
• What groups are in need
of healing justice in your
community?
• How do you understand
the relationship of justice,
healing, mercy, and
charity?
• Learn more about St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church
in Colonial Beach at:
www.stmaryscolonialbeach.org

The Gospel
Luke 18:9-14

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were

righteous and regarded others with contempt: "Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee,
standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am not like
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast
twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' But the tax collector, standing
far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and
saying, `God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his
home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."

Reflection by
Hannah Roberts –
When I first read this passage from
Luke, I was reminded of a quote by
Rabbi Elimelech of Lizensker. The
prominent Hasidic thinker wrote:
I am sure of my share in the
World-to-Come. When I stand to
plead before the bar of the
Heavenly Tribunal, I will be
asked, “Did you learn, as is duty
bound?” To this I will answer,
“No.” Again, I will be asked, “Did
you pray, as is duty bound?”
Again, my answer will be, “No.”
The third question will be, “Did
you do good, as is duty bound?”
And for the third time, I will
answer, “No.” Then judgment will
be awarded in my favor, for I will
have spoken the truth.
I have always loved this quote,
because I can easily imagine myself
defensively answering “No, but…” to
each question. “I wasn’t always willing
to listen and to learn, but I was
already in the right, wasn’t I? Maybe I
didn’t do good all the time, but I was
polite! I voted for so-and-so! I even
recycled, for crying out loud!”
Similarly, when I feel the conviction
of the Holy Spirit, often at the most
inconvenient moments as She is wont
to do, my instinct is to remind Her, like
the Pharisee in Jesus’s parable, that I
am not a robber, an evildoer, an
adulterer, a bigot, an extremist, or a
racist. In fact, I smile at cashiers and
tell them to have a good day. I’ve
never yelled at another person in
traffic. When I call my mother,
sometimes I don’t even ask her for
anything. I read articles (or at least,

parts of articles) by people with whom
I disagree. When I see something that
makes me angry on Facebook, I keep
scrolling, usually. I am a good person.
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All of that may be true, but I know
that it is not the whole story. It is
dishonest of me to respond to the
Spirit’s nudges with anything other
than humble reflection. Deep down I
know that I, like the tax collector, must
beat my chest and ask God for mercy,
for compassion, and for grace. And
though this introspection and
repentance is difficult and
uncomfortable, I am reassured by the
promise of grace, which God offers as
freely as conviction.
May we strive to meet conviction
with humility, and may the
guidance of the Holy Spirit always
be accompanied by an outpouring
of God’s grace.

Reflection Questions
Hannah Roberts
grew up in
Natchitoches,
Louisiana and
graduated from
Louisiana State
University in 2011
with a degree in history and religious
studies. She recently worked for the
Diocese of Virginia in the Office of
Mission and Outreach and attended St.
Andrew’s in Richmond. This fall, she
began law school at American
University Washington College of Law.
She enjoys reading, running,
crocheting, and eating good food with
good friends.

• When has the Holy Spirit
nudged you at an
inconvenient moment?
• When have you asked
God for mercy,
compassion and grace?
• How did God respond?
• Learn more about St.
Andrew’s Episcopal
Church in Richmond at:
www.standrewsoregonhill.org

The Gospel
Luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in
stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he
was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and
said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house
today." So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it
began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is a
sinner." Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of
anything, I will pay back four times as much." Then Jesus said to him, "Today
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the
Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost."

Reflection by Mary Daly
and Catherine Daly –
Usually, this passage reminds
us that Jesus loves sinners.
Good news for sinners such
as us.
It also reminds us that
Zacchaeus, a redeemed
sinner, was so filled with
gratitude and joy that he told
Jesus he would give half his
fortune to the poor, and pay
back anyone he might have
defrauded four times what he
owed them.
Bad news for us: we are not
that generous. One year, we
even wondered whether we
could count the portion of our
income tax that supports the
poor as part of the tithing we
aspire to.
Today, the unadulterated
truth is that none of those
thoughts came to us first.
Instead, the words that struck
us were, “He was trying to see
who Jesus was but…he could
not, because he was short in
stature.”
The image of a little man
scrambling up a tree like a

school boy struck us. How
silly he must have appeared,
how unseemly. We laughed.
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And then this thought: A short
little rich man made a fool of
himself for love of Christ;
would we?

Mary and
Catherine Daly
are members of
Christ Church,
Alexandria, and
friends of Grace Church in
Georgetown. Catherine is a
junior at The Madeira School;
Mary works for the Department
of State. Between the two of
them, things they love
include: Ireland, travel, oceans,
volleyball, literature, Barton
diabetes camp, squash, and
music. They both love
singing. Only one of them
should ever do so in public,
though.

Reflection Questions
• Few of us are called to give

away half our fortune as
Zacchaeus does. But what if
we cut other things in half to
give away? For instance, if
you cut in half the time you
spend online or watching
television, what would you
do with it? How could you
serve others with it? What
are other examples?
• When has God’s call led you

to do something
unexpected?
• Learn more about Christ

Church in Alexandria at:
www.historicchristchurch.org

The Gospel
Luke 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and

asked him a question, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise
up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married,
and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the
same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had
married her."
Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in
marriage; but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in
the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.
Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children
of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are
raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of
the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now
he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive."

Reflection by
the Rev. Deacon Harrison Higgins

So the Sadducees approach
Jesus with this strange story
trying to cast doubt on the
resurrection. I don’t get the
Sadducees. Why would you not
want there to be a resurrection:
especially in heaven, forgiven
and radiant, with the people you
love and, to be honest, some
you don’t? Needless to say, their
story did not work.
What did work for me was
Jesus’ statement, “Neither can
they die anymore.” I have never
really paid attention to it before.
It means we will be done with
dying. All the garbage that is in
the world, that is in you and me,
that diminishes and wars against
us, steals and weakens our true
selves, really that deadens us;
all that will be over, forever.
Jesus does not just give us a
get out of jail or get out of hell
card; it is a get out of crazy, sick,
messed up hopelessness card. It
is a reason to love card. A
transcendent Valentine’s day
card, the ultimate get well card, a
life without death or even the
shadow of death card. He has

got more of them than we can
count, and he has put them in
our hands and asked us to give
them away. These things are
priceless.
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I am worried sick about the
world. There is too much dying:
the literal kind involving bullets
and bombs, and the inner kind
involving fear, isolation, injustice,
and hate. Jesus is the only cure I
know. In Him is a life that death
can’t touch, a beautiful, free,
powerful, graceful life. The
church has been entrusted with
this life. Let’s use it, spend it,
give it away as fast, as much, as
often as we can.
Reflection Questions
Harrison Higgins
is a fine furniture
maker by trade
and has served at
Epiphany
Episcopal in
Richmond since his ordination to
the vocational deaconate in 2012.
At Epiphany he serves the Chapter
11 Men’s Ministry, in the Episcopal
yoga program, through liturgy,
and especially through community
outreach – particularly to the
homeless.

• What events in the world
steal, weaken, and
deaden you?
• How would you describe
the cards Jesus has given
you throughout your life?
• What cards have you
turned around and give to
others yourself?
• Learn more about
Epiphany Episcopal in
Richmond at:
www.epiphanyepiscopal.com

The Gospel
Luke 6:20-31

Jesus looked up at his disciples and said:
"Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
"Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
"Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
"Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you,
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did
to the prophets.
"But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
"Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
"Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets
"But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on
the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do
not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone
takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would
have them do to you."

Reflections by
Bernarda L. Hernández –

are nothing if we compare them with the
glory that we will have in the time to
come (Romans 8:18).

Do we want to walk in love?

I invite you to reflect on this – If we
really wish to walk in love, we need to
follow our heavenly Father’s will
(Matthew 7:21). How? By loving our
neighbor, caring for God’s creation,
serving the Church with love, and
seeking the gifts which we have been
endowed and using them! I would like to
encourage you to invite friends, family
and others to unite in the love of Jesus
Christ, telling them how essential it is to
allow their lives to be guided by God,
walking in love and being faithful to
Jesus Christ. Their lives will be
transformed, their big problems will turn
out to be smaller, and all our burdens
will be taken care of in His hands.
Amen.

If God is at the center of our life, as
children of God, we trust that he guides
our steps. And we know this – God is
love, for He so loved the world that he
gave his only Son so that everyone who
believes in him does not die but has
everlasting life (John 3:16).
Think of all the people that have
children. Certainly, there is no reason
why parents would want them to suffer.
However, this is the way God shows us
his great love, a love so big that no one
can describe it with words. This is why it
is so good to believe in Jesus Christ,
and to feel the Holy Spirit sent by God
into our lives. I would like to encourage
you to grow more and more in love, to
be open and welcoming to God, and to
walk in love in gratitude and devotion to
our heavenly father. When we walk in
love, we are happy serving the church,
offering our gifts, praising God,
encouraging those who may feel down,
and praying for those who are sick.
Doing all of this as children of God feeds
our spirits and fills our hearts with joy.
Luke 6:20-31 speaks to us about the
suffering faced by the children of God.
However, when the Holy Spirit is
dwelling in our life we can have
suffering, sickness, big problems, but
we shall be victorious and we will be
able to continue forward praying and
with the hope of that, even though our
earthly life is short, our spiritual life is
eternal. That must be our faith, because
I consider that the sufferings of this time

Bernarda L.
Hernández is a
parishioner at La
Gracia in
Alexandria, led
by the Rev. Leslie
Núñez Steffensen.
She has a beautiful family.
Together with her husband, she
visits the sick on a weekly basis
and brings them Holy Communion
once a month. She loves to pray
with those who are sick and share
their burdens and sorrows.

All Saints Day
November 6, 2016

Reflection Questions
•

When have you felt God’s
nudge, voice, or embrace
guiding your steps?

•

What words do you use to
describe God’s love?

•

When have you felt or
seen a burden lifted by
members of your church?

•

Learn more about La
Gracia in Alexandria at:

www.gracealex.org/En_Espanol

The Gospel
Luke 21:5-19

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, "As for these things
that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon
another; all will be thrown down."
They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that
this is about to take place?" And he said, "Beware that you are not led astray;
for many will come in my name and say, `I am he!' and, `The time is near!' Do
not go after them.
"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately." Then he
said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;
there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues;
and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before
kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to
testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be
hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By
your endurance you will gain your souls."

Reflection by
the Rev. Cass Bailey –
“This will give you an
opportunity to testify.”
We don’t hear the words “witness”
or “testify” a lot in the Episcopal
Church, but to witness simply
means to bear testimony, to tell
what you have seen and heard. In a
legal proceeding that is what a
witness does. He or she tells what
they know to be the truth.
As Christians we testify when we
tell others what God is doing in our
lives. The benefit of this practice is
not self-promotion, but rather that
the faith of others is encouraged.
There certainly have been many
times in my faith journey when I
have heard others talk about God’s
actions in their lives and I myself
have been encouraged and my faith
revived.
I am willing to bet that most of us
Christians can come around to
agreeing that telling someone else
how a prayer has been answered or
how we have come to experience
God in a new way is a good thing,
but what about when something bad
happens? After all, when bad things
happen it is a perfectly natural
response to want to find some alone
time to process things. Jesus
doesn’t condemn this response, but
the passage for today does remind
us that tragedy strikes us all.
In fact, the scene that the text
paints is one of extreme distress,

all-out war, persecution of
Christians, famine and a host of
other calamities. Jesus tells his
disciples that even when the world
comes to an end, literally or
symbolically, there is an opportunity
both to find God and help others to
find God through our testimony.

Proper 28 | Luke 21: 5-19
November 13, 2016

Recently, it seemed like my world
was coming to an end when I
experienced the long, slow death of
a son who was only twenty-one
years old. There were times when
God seemed distant if there at all.
During those times when I couldn’t
find God myself I had to rely on the
witness and testimony of other
Christians. It was the testimony of
other Christians which helped me
see that God was indeed present,
even if I could not see that at the
time.
I think the real key to witnessing to
the presence of God is the ability to
trust that God is indeed present in
all things. This doesn’t mean that we
understand all that is happening or
know why it is happening but rather
that we trust that God does.

Reflection Questions
• In what ways has your

faith been challenged?
• How have you found

support in the
testimony of others?
• How have you recently

Cass Bailey has
served parishes in
Hawaii and
Connecticut.
Currently, Pastor
Cass is vicar of Trinity Episcopal
Church in Charlottesville, Virginia.

testified to God’s
activity in your life?
• Learn more about

Trinity Episcopal in
Charlottesville at:
www.trinityepiscopalcville.org
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