
Our Vision Statement is “To 
Know Christ, to love Christ, to 
serve Christ in others.”  Just as 
Jesus sent his disciples to “go into 
the world and preach the gospel,” 
we know that our actions “preach” 
the gospel to those with whom we 
come in contact.  This year we want 
our actions to allow others to flour-

ish in their lives as our mutual ministry helps us to flourish 
in our faith.

During this Annual Giving season, we invite you to make 
a pledge – your intention of giving, if you will – so that we 
can create a budget for 2014.  Please prayerfully consider 
how you have been and will be blessed in determining how 
God is calling you to share the monetary resources with 
which he has provided you.  I encourage you to remember 
not only how your generosity will allow others to flourish, 
but how your faith grows when you use the gifts God has 
given to you.

Please join us as we “Flourish in Faith.”  With your 2014 
pledge, we hope to be able to strengthen the programs that 
nourish us as we worship and work together, as well as 
strengthen the community around us with our giving and 
sharing.  The Vestry and Stewardship Committee, speak-
ing with staff and parishioners from various committees 
have compiled a wish list that will inform what we can do 
in concrete ways with additional funds to St. Christopher’s.  
This will allow us to further the Kingdom of God in the 
world around us.  These dreams run the gamut from hiring 
an Associate Priest, to property improvements, IT and tele-
communications upgrades, building alterations and more 
ideas that will help us become the church of service to this 
community that God calls us to be.

The Rev. Peter K. Ackerman, Rector

A Note From Father Peter Flourish In Faith
Annual Giving At

St. Christopher’s For 2014
St. Christopher’s is flourishing in so many areas, not just 

our newly planted vegetable garden.  Through your gener-
ous gifts, we were able to pay off our mortgage early, and 
are now looking to plant new seeds that will flourish – and 
allow the community around us to flourish as well.  This 
narrative budget reflects the 2013 budget and what we have 
been able to accomplish with it.  It also provides an exciting 
vision from our Rector and our Vestry.  With your help, we 
can begin to address the possibilities listed in this document.  
Please, prayerfully consider how your money can fund St. 
Christopher’s ministry, allowing us to continue to Flourish 
in Faith – together!

Plate & Pledge 
Other Income  
Total Gifts
  
Uses For Ministry:
Worship & Music 
Mission & Outreach 
Christian Formation 
Fellowship/Hospitality       
Pastoral Care  
Total Expenses 

Saint Christopher’s 
Episcopal Church
Springfield, VA

$376,000 – 95.5%
$17,500 – 5.5%

$393,500

$152,465 – 39%
$114,115 – 29%
$64,928 – 16.5%
$33,447 – 8.5%
$27,545 – 7%

$393,500

Gifts and Uses From 2013



Worship & Music
• Holy Eucharist celebrations, Sundays and Wednesdays 
• Music program including Adult Choir, Children’s 

Choir and Brass Ensemble
• Dynamic, scripture-based, thought-provoking sermons 

Altar Guild, Flower Guild and Banner Guild
• Ushers, Greeters,  Acolytes, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, 

Lectors and Intercessors
• Bulletin preparation and printing

Mission & Outreach
• Outreach Committee that plans & coordinates activities
• Hypothermia Volunteers provide food and shelter to the 

homeless in our County
• Pounds of non-perishable food and fresh produce from 

our vegetable garden donated to ECHO
• Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington partnership
• Free School physicals and backpack preparation to 

community
• Youth Group 30 Hour Famine raises money for World 

Hunger
• 12 Step Groups meet in our facility
• Pre-school with 84 students.  Board consists of church 

members
• Monetary gift to Diocese of Virginia for Mission and 

support

• Chapel Prayer Team
• Pastoral Assistance Team
• Hospital Visitations by Fr. Peter
• Prayer Shawl Ministry
• Memorial Committee
• Preparation for special services including 

weddings and funerals

Pastoral Care

Hospitality &
Fellowship

• Coffee Hour every Sunday
• Annual Lobster Dinner
• Receptions for special events such as the Bishop’s Visit
• “The Christophers” provide  meals to parishioners who 

need a helping hand
• Pot-luck dinners/luncheons

Should we receive more than is required to meet our 
projected budgetary requirements, the Vestry has named 
several additional objectives that they believe would 
enhance St. Christopher’s ability to serve the needs of the 
congregation and the community.  They are as follows (in 
no particular order):

• Enhance St. Christopher’s “Curb Appeal” (e.g., land-
scaping, parking lot and building improvements)

• Upgrade Information and Telecommunications Tech-
nology (parish database and website enhancements; 
new computers and phone system)

• Hire an Associate Priest (part time) to increase con-
nections within the parish family and outreach to the 
local community

Vestry Vision
St. Christopher’s Outreach Garden

Christian Formation
• Classes for all ages Sunday mornings
• Thursday Women’s Discussion Group/Men’s 

Breakfast Group
• Annual Parish Retreat at Shrine Mont
• Preparation for Baptism, Confirmation, Reception, 

Renewal of Vows


