
 
 
Virtual Worship Resources Provided on Week 6 Clergy Call   
 

 

 
Terrific Low-Tech Options  
 
Many of churches may have limited internet access or other resources to do live-stream 
worship – and that’s ok! Here are some other options listed in order of technical 
simplicity: 
 

A conference call  
Don’t have a conference call service? No problem. There’s even a free 
service: https://www.freeconferencecall.com/. You can deliver a sermon and the spoken 
liturgy. Even music can be provided by a musician through their phone. Email or call 
parishioners in advance to provide the phone number and a passcode. All anyone 
needs is a phone! 
 

An audio-only recording  
Some people find this takes the pressure off compared to a video or live stream.  
 

 Option 1 - Audacity: To record to your computer, laptop or mobile device, you 
can use free, downloadable software from www.audacityteam.org. Then simply 
post the recording to your website. Here’s a good tutorial.  

 Option 2 – iPhone voice memo: Use the voice memo feature on your iPhone 
then air drop the recorded file to your computer and post. (see air drop details in 
the section below). Some Android phones also come with pre-installed voice 
recording features apps.   

 Option 3 – A voice recorder: Purchase a voice recorder from Amazon for just 
$40-$60. We recommend this one from Sony, which allows you to transfer the 
recording to your computer with a simple USB card.  

 Option 4 – Zoom recording: Finally, you can use the Zoom software and record 
yourself; when you’re done it automatically saves both a video and an audio-only 
file to your computer. Then post any of these audio recordings to your website.  

 
Want to get fancy? Pair it with images or the service bulletin on a simple power point 
that has been emailed to participants in advance.  
 

Pre-recorded video 

You can pre-record your worship service then post the link to your website and/or email 
a private or public link to your parishioners. There are many ways to record a video: 
 

1. Using your iPhone – you can use the camera app to record video. You’ll need 
to stabilize the phone on a makeshift tripod or other surface. Because of the file 

https://www.freeconferencecall.com/
http://www.audacityteam.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJhIlsLH32I
https://www.amazon.com/Recorder-microSD-Adjustable-Microphone-Lavalier/dp/B07FNYWJGR/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=Sony+IC+Recorder+ICD-PX370&qid=1586971714&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFEQ0haV0oyVllWUVImZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAzMDA5MzhURDcyUTdZRFc1TzQmZW5jcnlwdGVkQWRJZD1BMDgxMzAyMUJJVjdWTjVVWkMwJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==


size, you’ll need to air drop your recorded audio or video file to your computer. 
See option 1 in this article.      

 
2. On a Mac – PhotoBooth is a tool that lets you record a video of yourself, using 

the computer's built-in webcam and microphone, or an external mike if you plug 
one in. Tutorial  
 

3. On any computer – again, doing a solo Zoom meeting and hitting the Record 
button is a great way to capture your sermon and/or service. Once you are done, 
hit the Stop button and leave the meeting and the program saves a video file to 
the computer for you to then upload to your website or social media page. 

 
Live-streaming Virtual Worship Options  
 
If you’re exploring live-streaming platforms as part of your parish’s worship, the 
following are popular ways to do so. Its important to keep in mind that streaming video, 
both for the presenter and for the viewers, requires a fair amount of internet bandwidth 
to avoid inadvertent freezing or dropping the call. Fortunately for one of these – Zoom – 
there is a phone dial-in option for those with spotty internet. 
 
Facebook Live  
Pros: a simple way to live stream. You can post a recording following the service. It 
provides limited interactivity with the viewers in the form of likes and comments. Here’s 
a step-by-step and a few more pointers.  
 
YouTube  
Also fairly simple. Provides limited interactivity with viewers in the form of comments. 
Here’s a short tutorial.  
 
Zoom  
This is the highest level of interactivity with viewers. Parishioners can all see and talk to 
one another and, now more than ever, that means a lot to folks. It does require some 
knowledge and a tech savvy assistant is helpful. It’s free but the entry level price of 
$15/month is worth it. The free version limits you to a 40-minute live stream.  
 
Tips: Appoint a tech savvy staff member or volunteer to do the “hosting” – that is, the 
running of the live stream – so that clergy can focus on leading worship and preaching. 
Be sure to do some dry runs with a small group of staff and your techy volunteers.  
 
Here are some great resources for using Zoom:  
 

 Free Zoom teaching from the Zoom team. Start with "Getting Started with Zoom 
Meetings" (a 30-minute session geared for first-time users) and "Zoom Meetings" 
(a one-hour session covering the foundational elements of Zoom for those 
hosting meetings) 

https://www.businessinsider.com/how-to-download-voice-memos-from-iphone
https://support.apple.com/guide/photo-booth/take-a-photo-or-record-a-video-pbhlp3714a9d/mac
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/facebook-live-guide
https://www.epicenter.org/article/how-to-live-stream/?fbclid=IwAR076dwUa8xbJPDec_iBpy-uNUH5UMCuAKVYB5yFJzPJfB0Ukq07xqKigTE
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2474026?hl=en&ref_topic=9257984
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360029527911


 
 

 Going Virtual with God: In addition to pointers about working with Zoom, this 
video and slide deck from Mark Seip at St. Andrew’s, Arlington, also gives great 
tips about: picking a location, getting good film quality, getting the word out to 
parishioners, online service bulletins and more. 

 

 Curated Zoom resource page: This document gives links to information on Zoom 
basics, types of accounts, equipment considerations and much more.  

 

 Connecting Zoom to Facebook Live: If your church is hosting worship on Zoom, 
you can connect that Zoom service to Facebook Live, making worship more 
accessible to those who want to worship with you. The Rev. Stacy Williams-
Duncan, Rector of Little Fork, Rixeyville, walks you through this process in 
this video tutorial.   
 

 With Zoom, there are security considerations to think through, including how to 
handle interlopers via Zoom-bombing. This article has solid tips to manage this, 
or check out Zoom’s latest on best practices/settings for security. Generally 
speaking, we recommend these settings: participants are muted upon entry; 
participant video is on; participants cannot share screens; private chat is disabled 
during worship but enabled during coffee hour.  

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osaBE9V4fFE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osaBE9V4fFE&feature=youtu.be
https://standrewsarlington.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Going-Virtual-with-God-A-Guide.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16mbYCH2vRY1O4Qk_sxBzmPx866bJwKmC/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08EcV2v5PZk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08EcV2v5PZk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/style/zoom-security-tips.html
https://zoom.us/docs/en-us/privacy-and-security.html?zcid=3736&creative=430738468999&keyword=%2Bzoom%20%2Bsecurity&matchtype=b&network=g&device=c&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9sy65__q6AIVT9yGCh2gRAO4EAAYASAAEgJXUPD_BwE

