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HOW TO START A VIDEO MINISTRY ON A BUDGET 

 
YouTube is classified as the second largest search engine in the world, and more and more churches 
are taking advantage of that by starting video ministries. Creating simple videos – messages from the 
rector, highlights from popular events – can be a great way to reach new demographics and provide 
parishioners and potential parishioners with another access point to learn more about your church 
and ministries. Here is a very quick and basic intro on getting started.  
 
Equipment  
Digital video cameras are more affordable than ever.  

• Most smartphones come equipped with a decent video camera feature.  
• You can purchase a mini camcorder for a really reasonable price (less than $200). These are 

simple to operate and equipped with very basic features. This is a great place to start a video 
ministry without a lot of money.  

• The downside with the phone camera or this mini video camera is the poor audio quality. If 
you have more funds or prior experience, you might consider a more sophisticated digital 
camera. Cameras with external microphones, light, digital zoom and more can be purchased 
in the $200‐600 range.  

• Invest in a portable tripod. You can get lightweight, adjustable tripods online for $15‐30.  
• Visit http://www.cnet.com/ for reliable reviews and comparisons of equipment.  

 
Tips & Guidelines 

• Always use a tripod to steady your hand to avoid filming shaky footage. If no tripod is 
available, rest your arm against a steady surface while filming.  

 If you’re using a camera without an external microphone, keep in mind that you need to be 
at a very close range to record adequate audio.  

 Seek out good lighting.  

 Keep in mind the rule of thirds. This is a basic premise of photography and video filming. 
Imagine that the scene you’re shooting is divided into thirds, horizontally and vertically. Align 
the subject where the lines intersect.  

• Always film more footage than you’ll think you need so you have lots of material to choose 
from.  

• Make sure you review our copyright primer to make sure any material you film – including 
songs and performances – is not protected by copyright laws. If it is, get permission first!  

• When filming minors, make sure you have a signed parental permission form.  
 
Production  
Once you’ve filmed your footage, you’ll want to edit it and put it together with still photos, music 
and narration to create a finished product. To do this, you’ll need access to film editing software.  

• PCs and Macs both come equipped with very basic editing software: Windows Movie Maker 
on the PC and iMovie on the Mac. 

• Some cameras come installed with very basic editing software called FlipShare.  
• Adobe Premiere Elements is a bit more sophisticated but still relatively affordable at around 

$100.  
• You can subscribe to a site such as Lynda.com for a monthly subscription fee (about 

$25/month) to access training videos for video production software. Also try searching 
YouTube for free how‐to videos on individual software packages.  

 

http://www.cnet.com/
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Sharing  
When you’ve finished editing your video and are ready to share it, there are a number of options 
available to you. Two of the most popular options are YouTube and Vimeo. There are many more 
video sharing sites available, and most of them at no cost. You can create a video “channel,” 
website, for your church or organization where all your videos will be visible. (For example, visit the 
diocesan YouTube channel at youtube.com/thediocese.) You can control the settings of each video 
to regulate commenting and rating of your videos. 
 
Subject Matter & Creative Ideas to Consider 

 Getting to Know the Church Staff  

 A Tour of the Church Facilities from a Newcomer’s Perspective 

 Rector’s Sermons 

 Mission Trip Video Blog 

 Daily Prayers or Reflections During Advent or Lent 
 


