
V
IR

G
IN

IA
 E

P
IS

C
O

P
A

L
IA

N
T

h
e
 Q

u
a
rt

e
rl

y
 M

a
g

a
z
in

e
 o

f 
th

e
 E

p
is

c
o

p
a
l 
D

io
c
e
se

 o
f 

V
ir

g
in

ia

Spring 
2018

FOR JESUS. FOR THIS TIME. FOR ALL TIME.

TOP

UNDER
20
10

Young People 
Leading Powerful 

Ministries



Published by the Diocese of Virginia – Circulation 17,900 
Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston
Bishop Suffragan: The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff
Bishop Associate: The Rt. Rev. Bob Ihloff
Publisher: Ed Jones
Editor: Nancy Chafin
Design/Layout: John Dixon

Virginia Episcopalian (ISSN 15353621, USPS 019711) is published quarterly 
by the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, periodicals postage paid in 
Richmond, 23232-9998. Copyright 2017. Contact the editor for reprint 
permission. Views expressed in this magazine are not official statements 
of policy by the Diocese. Editorial/advertising policy is set by the editor 
and Executive Board. 

Postmaster: Send changes of address to the Virginia Episcopalian, 110 
W. Franklin St., Richmond VA 23220. Office hours are 8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

Communicants: $5/year Non-Communicants: $6/year

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN
SPRING 2018 / VOLUME 127 / ISSUE 2

Features

1 Diocesan Grants to Churches

9 Virginia’s Top 10 Under 20

20 Gen Con: More than a Salary

22 Clergy Changes

26 Liturgy and Architecture

28 New Art at Mayo House

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE  

OF VIRGINIA

The Mayo Memorial Church House:

110 West Franklin St.

Richmond, VA 23220-5095

800-DIOCESE

804-643-8451

Fax 804-644-6928

The Episcopal Diocese of Virginia is a part of the worldwide 

Anglican Communion and The Episcopal Church. We are a 

community of 80,000 baptized members and 425 clergy 

in 38 counties and several cities of central, northern and 

northwestern Virginia, serving the world through 180 

congregations, six diocesan schools, two diocesan centers 

and six diocesan homes, and home to the largest Anglican 

seminary in the world. Our episcopal seat is the Cathedral 

Shrine of the Transfiguration, Orkney Springs. Organized 1785. 

WHO WE ARE
CONNECT WITH 

THE DIOCESE

thediocese.net/eCommunique

TheDiocese

thedioceseva

@TheDioceseVA

Diocese of Virginia
Mission & Outreach
Shrine Mont Camps
Center Aisle

4 The Royal Wedding 
Preacher 23 Completing the 

Triangle of Hope

SPRING 2018  /  VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN



F

So Much to be Done as One
Diocese awards more than $50,000 in grants to churches

Fourteen churches of the 

Diocese have been awarded 

grants to support new 

outreach projects, global 

mission, youth and college 

programming, and church 

renovations. 

 The Diocese of Virginia 
awards annual grants through 
two funds: the Mustard Seed Fund 
and the Peter J. Lee Small Church 
Revitalization Fund. The Mustard 
Seed Fund supports projects in 
the areas of youth and college 
ministries, local outreach, world 
mission and the strengthening of 
local churches. These grants typically 
range from $500 to $5,000. 

 The Peter J. Lee Small Church 
Revitalization Fund was established 
to spur small churches (those with 
average Sunday attendance of 
fewer than 200 people) to gather 
internal resources to meet needs for 
ministries, revitalization, preservation, 
expansion and other projects. The Lee 
Fund makes awards of up to $5,000, 
with congregations providing one-to-
one matching funds.  

2018 MUSTARD SEED GRANTS
Christ Church, Alexandria | $2,000 
Mission with Our Little Roses, Honduras

Church of the Epiphany, Richmond | $2,000  
(plus $2,000 from Diocesan Fund for Human Need) 
Diaper ministry for families in need

Leeds Church, Markham | $2,000 
Center for Sexual Education and Family Planning 
in Guatemala 

St. George’s, Fredericksburg | $2,000 
Building supplies for youth mission trip to repair 
homes in North Carolina

St. Luke’s, Alexandria | $2,000 
Day school playground improvements

Trinity, Charlottesville | $2,000  
Facilities improvements for Bread and Roses 
Outreach programSt. George’s, Fredericksburg, received a $2,000 grant for a youth mission trip to 

repair homes in North Carolina.

Grants continued on page 2
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Grants continued from page 1

2018 PETER JAMES LEE FUND GRANTS
Christ Church, Middlesex | $5,000 
Structural historic preservation 

Grace Church, Red Hill (McIlhany Parish) | $5,000 
Repair of the 95-year-old bell tower

La Iglesia de San Jose, Arlington | $1,900 
Evangelism program, including marketing materials and signage 

Immanuel Old Church, Mechanicsville | $5,000 
Parish house renovation project

St. John’s, Centreville | $5,000  
Facility renovation, including roof and water heater 

St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach | $5,000  
Roof replacement 

St. Stephen’s, Catlett | $5,000  
Renovation to open parish hall basement for use by  
community groups 

St. Clement, Alexandria | $5,000  
Bathroom renovations

It is through your generous contributions that the Mustard 

Seed Fund and the Peter J. Lee Small Church Revitalization 

Fund can support such transformative and life-changing 

ministries. To donate online, visit www.thediocese.net and 

click the “donate” button on the home page. To donate 

by mail, make checks payable to “Episcopal Diocese of 

Virginia” with “Mustard Seed and PJL Grants” in the memo 

line.  Mail to: Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, 110 W. Franklin 

Street, Richmond, VA 23220. 

PJL
PJL Small 

Church 
GrantsPJL

Christ Church, Alexandria, received a $2,000 grant to support their 
mission work with Our Little Roses, a  home for girls in Honduras.

VitalityVitalityVitality
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Saturday, June 23
9:30 – 3:00

@Aquia Church

at its heart, 
stewardship is about “using the gifts God gives us to do the 

work God calls us to do.” Come with your entire leadership team 
to cultivate and nourish momentum across all ministry areas. 
After all, churches with a vibrant congregational life are also 

churches that are vibrant in giving.

The day will open with remarks by our bishops, then be 
followed by engaging workshops and roundtables. Join us to 
connect with lay and clergy leaders from every corner of the 

Diocese of Virginia. We look forward to seeing you there!

NOW into the World
“Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength 
and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Cost is $35 per person. Special rates for church 
groups of three or more participants. Includes lunch. 
Scholarships are available. For additional information, 
e-mail Julie Simonton at jsimonton@thediocese.net, 
or call 1-800-DIOCESE, x 1035.

If you would like 
a portion of this 

program to come 
to your region 

or your church, 
please contact 

Julie to schedule 
an individual 

workshop.

with

Bishop Shannon Johnston,

Bishop Susan Goff, and

Bishop Bob Ihloff

VitalityVitalityVitality
CHURCH

DAY
SPACE IS LIMITED! 

Register today at
www.thediocese.net

WORKSHOPS
Annual Giving: Now into the World 
with Bishop Bob

Changing the Verb: Leading in  
a Changing Environment with 
Bishop Susan

Church at Home: A New Formation 
Curriculum from FORMA

Faith in the Public Square with 
Bishop Shannon

Growth in Your Own Backyard: 
Outreach and Virginia Diocesan 
Homes

Matches, Kindling, and Incense: 
How to Light the Fire of the Spirit 
Without Burning Out Volunteers

Mission, Outreach, and Diversity 
through Beloved Community

Planned Giving for Every Generation: 
Exploring Creative Giving

Social Media Strategies: Meet 
Parishioners Where They Already Are

To E-Give or not to E-Give:  
That’s Not the Question Anymore!
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‘A Fiery Sermon’
Presiding Bishop’s message at royal 
wedding draws global praise, boosts 
Episcopal evangelism
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Crowds gathered in Windsor to watch the royal wedding 
on large screens stationed along The Long Walk, the main 
section of the carriage procession route leading up to 
Windsor Castle. 

Photo: Matthew Davies/Episcopal News Service



‘A Fiery Sermon’ IIt’s never polite to upstage the newlyweds, but when the royal 

couple invited Presiding Bishop Michael Curry to deliver the 

sermon at their wedding on May 19, they surely knew that the 

leader of the Episcopal Church was bound to generate headlines 

of his own.

BY DAVID PAULSEN, ENS 

Love continued on page 6

“The surprise 
star of Harry 

and Meghan’s 
wedding.”
Washington Post

 “The surprise star of Harry and 
Meghan’s wedding” is how the Washington 
Post’s headline described Curry.
 “There are some things you come to 
expect from royal weddings,” the Post said. 
“One thing you don’t expect: That sermon.”
 The Post called Curry’s 14-minute 
sermon a “barnstorming address.” 
Canada’s CBC called it the “highlight” of 
the royal wedding. Vox said Curry “stole 
the show,” adding that Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle were “all but upstaged” 
by Curry’s “fiery sermon.” And the U.K. 
Guardian commentary asserted that Curry’s 
“royal wedding sermon will go down in 
history as a moment when the enduring 
seat of colonialism was brought before the 
Lord, and questioned in its own house.”
 The New York Times described it 
as a “searing, soaring” sermon about 
the power of love. “With its repetition 
and emphasis, his sermon drew upon the 
devices of black ecclesiastical tradition,” 
the Times wrote, calling it a “striking 
contrast” to the bishop of London’s 
sermon at the 2011 royal wedding.
 The sermon itself never strayed far 
from the theme of love, even as Curry 
incorporated references to both the Old 
Testament and the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., as well as black spirituals. The 
message appeared to resonate with the 
royal couple, with Prince Harry at one 
point wiping tears from his cheeks while 
his bride’s smile widened.

 The media attention on Curry’s sermon 
had been intense since the moment on May 
12 that he was announced as preacher.
 It was an unexpected choice, given 
that royal wedding sermons typically are 
delivered by clergy in the Church of England, 
which, like the Episcopal Church, is a 
province of the Anglican Communion. Much 
of the reaction focused on the fact that 
Markle is a biracial American actress and on 
Curry’s status as the Episcopal Church’s first 
black presiding bishop.
 In the flurry of news stories about 
Curry leading up to the wedding, he 
sometimes was mistakenly identified as a 
“Chicago bishop”– he was born in Chicago 
but grew up in Buffalo, New York – and 
confusion about church hierarchy and titles 
may have played a role in some outlets 
diminishing Curry slightly, as merely “a black 
Episcopal priest,” for example.
 Many also noted his emphasis on 
applying the Christian faith and Jesus’ 
teachings to contemporary social justice 
issues, part of what Curry often calls the 
“Jesus Movement.” Curry didn’t shy away 
from such issues in his sermon, asking 
those gathered to “imagine a world where 
love is the way.”
 “Imagine our governments and 
nations when love is the way,” he said. 
“When love is the way, then no child 
would go to bed hungry in this world 
ever again. When love is the way, we will 
let justice roll down like a mighty stream 
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and righteousness like an ever-flowing brook. 
When love is the way, poverty would become 
history. When love is the way, the earth will be a 
sanctuary. When love is the way, we will lay down 
our swords and shields down by the riverside to 
study war no more.”
 As the buzz grew leading up to the 
ceremony, Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby called Curry a “brilliant pastor.” Afterward, 
Welby, who officiated at the wedding, told Sky 
News he had spoken to members of the royal 
family, whose reaction to Curry’s sermon was 
overwhelmingly positive.
 “I think what we saw in that is that 
preaching is not a past art, that the use of language 
to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ 
just blew the place open,” Welby said. “It was 
fantastic. And you could see people just caught up 

in it, and excited by it.”
 The sermon also 
captured the imagination of 
some British tabloid headline 
writers, who borrowed 
Curry’s light-hearted line, 
“Two people fell in love and 
we all showed up,” for their 
covers. The Sun even gave 
Curry the pun-kissed new 
title of “Frock Star.”
 Some of the praise 
came from unexpected 
sources. Former Labour 
Party leader Ed Miliband, 
an atheist, tweeted, “Rev. 
Michael Curry could almost 
make me a believer.”

 The sermon even caught the attention 
of NBC’s “Saturday Night Live,” which dressed 
up cast member Kenan Thompson as Curry for 
a short parody during the “Weekend Update” 
sketch on May 19.
 Curry gave his own take on the wedding and 
his sermon during an appearance the next day on 
NPR’s “Weekend Edition.” The sermon took its 
cues from the Bible passages that the couple chose, 
though he also hopes the message resonates 

Love continued from page 5

(Above)  Prince Harry and Meghan Markle listen to the sermon by Bishop Presiding Michael Curry 
in St. George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle, England. 
Photos: Owen Humphreys/Pool via REUTERS

(Top)  Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry delivers the sermon during the wedding 
of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle in St. George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle in Windsor, England, 
May 19, 2018.

British tabloids 
covers featured 

Curry’s light-hearted 
line, “Two people 

fell in love and we 
all showed up.”

Holy Evangelism!
Media outlets from around the world sought 

interviews with Bishop Curry following his sermon 

at the Royal Wedding. In the week following the 

wedding, he appeared on:

Good Morning America

The Today Show (and delivered the weather report with Al Roker)

NPR

The View 

Entertainment Tonight 

Saturday Night Live (okay, that was Kenan Thompson)

These US appearances don’t include the array of 

international interviews with the man dubbed the 

“Frock Star” by The Sun (UK).
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DAVID PAULSEN 
David Paulsen is an editor and reporter for the 
Episcopal News Service.

beyond the walls of St. George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle.
 “I hope it was a message for all of us, because all of 
us, no matter our political persuasion, no matter our social 
class, beyond all of that, we all are fundamentally children 
of God, and that means we’re part of God’s human family, if 
you will,” he told NPR. “It means that we must always find 
ways to better the human condition, find ways to make a 
world where there’s room and space for all of us.”
 The global exposure generated by Curry’s sermon 
already has brought renewed attention to his two books, 
Crazy Christians and Songs My Grandma Sang. It also 
could create unique opportunities for evangelism by the 

Episcopal Church, and some congregations say 
they already are seeing a modest impact.
 St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral in San Diego, 
California, posted a Facebook ad linking to Curry’s 
sermon for the 24 hours leading up to its 10:30 a.m. 
service on May 20. During the service, “I asked if 
anyone had come because of the sermon. Three 
young people in the back waved their hands,” 
said the Rev. Penny Bridges, dean of St. Paul’s and 
former rector of St. Francis, Great Falls, Va.
 “There was a very positive buzz among the 
congregation yesterday too, and people reported 
getting messages from non-churchgoing friends 
who were curious.”

 Some Episcopalians have been reacting to 
Curry’s sermon on social media by using the hashtag 
#proudEpiscopalian. “We are now developing messaging 
that encourages parishioners to invite friends who 
may have been inspired by Bishop Curry’s preaching on 
Saturday,” said Kara Flannery, the congregation’s director 
of communications.

In the hours following the wedding, Saturday Night Live did a quick rewrite of Weekend Update to 
include an appearance by Bishop Curry (played by Kenan Thompson) 
Photo: Video Image from NBC’s Saturday Night Live channel on YouTube..

We Asked

Our bishop represented us  

well in London with a message 

for the whole world — LOVE is what 

it’s all about.

–  ELIZABETH HERBERT COTTRELL, 
BECKFORD PARISH 

I adored how he was 

natural. “Two people 

fell in love and we showed up.” 

I also loved the message of 

harnessing the power of love 

to create a new world. Bishop 

Curry, thank you for making 

the message clear and concise.

– MACON USKURAIT

If humans 

could harness 

and apply love the way 

we have fire. Wow!

– MORGAN COLONNA

Love it!! What a 

beautiful speech. 

Love will win, every time. 

Because the power of love is 

infinitely stronger than the 

power of hate.

– CAROLINE DARLING KNESAL

Comments from our Facebook 

and Twitter followers in the 

Diocese of Virginia

Bishop Curry’s powerful and emotional sermon clearly resonated 

beyond the walls of St. George’s Chapel and showed the world 

that the gift of God’s overwhelming and universal love can breach all 

barriers, heal all divisions and transcend the most distant horizons.”

–  THE REV. MATT RHODES, CUNNINGHAM CHAPEL PARISH

What did you like 
best about Bishop 
Curry’s sermon?

I was thrilled by the homily. It really touched my heart and 

the idealistic thinking that got me involved in Episcopal Peace 

Fellowship in the 1990s. What if public policy was centered on love?

– ELIZABETH OWENS WAKEFIELD
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UPCOMING / EVENTS
For More Information and Details for Each Event – www.shrinemont.com / reservations@shrinemont.com / (540) 856–2141

SHRINE
MONT

JUNE 
1 – 3 

Women’s Retreat – with Bishop Susan Goff

8 – 10 
Painting Workshop 

30 – 3 
A Summer Camp for Grown ups

JULY 
1 – 6 

Kids stay FREE

6 – 8  
Bishop’s Jubilee

8 – 14  
Family Camp

SEPTEMBER 
9 – 10 

20th Annual Tee with the Bishop 
Golf Tournament

14 – 16 
Arranging for the Joy of It

Yoga Retreat

OCTOBER 
12 – 14 

The Mountains are Calling And I Must Go 
(a hiking weekend)

  

22 – 25 
Fall Camp – Tri-Diocesan Council on Aging

    

26 – 28 
Fall Digital Photography 

Shenandoah Valley Music Festival 
Concert Schedule www.musicfest.org

20
18

A Retreat and Conference Center of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia
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Top 10 continued on page 10

A high school junior who hosts 
a documentary screening, 
raising thousands of dollars 
for a girls’ home in Honduras. 

A freshman who establishes 
a non-profit to help needy 
children in her community. 

A brother and sister who sell 
shirts to raise thousands for 
disaster relief. 

A vestry leader, a literacy tutor, 
two missioners to Puerto Rico, 
and a dynamic duo expanding 
a campus ministry. 

Nominated by their clergy, youth ministers 
and fellow parishioners, these young people 
were chosen by the Virginia Episcopalian as 
this year’s  Top 10 Under 20.

Their extraordinary commitment to their 
Baptismal Covenant and confirmation vows is 
proof that youth are not just the future of our 
church – they are the now.

TOP

UNDER
20
10

Young People 
Leading Powerful 

Ministries

EDITED BY NANCY CHAFIN
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Some might say 

that a Halloween 

costume isn’t a 

need, but I dis-

agree. To a six-

year-old, having 

a fabulous cos-

tume and looking like the other kids, well that’s a 

big deal!” Liliah also emphasizes costumes aren’t just 

for Halloween. There are many benefits to children’s 

development through dress-up play.

 In addition to her service through her church 

and her Costume 4 Kids charity, Liliah is a student 

athlete and active member of her high school’s 

Key Club. Several of her schoolmates and peers 

at her church have asked how they can support 

her efforts and are realizing their own potential for 

serving others. 

 Audi Barlow, director of Children and Youth 

Formation at St. Paul’s, Ivy, said, “I’ve known Liliah 

since she was three years old and was an angel in 

our Christmas pageant. I can recall how much she 

cherished her costume! She’s a true angel and shar-

ing her love for Halloween and costumes is a natural 

extension of who she is.”

 In 2017, Costumes 4 Kids collected over 120 

costumes and raised approximately $250 in funds. 

Michael Irani, principal of Meriwether Lewis Elemen-

tary School, praised Liliah, saying, “Your commitment 

to helping others is an inspiration to all of us.” City 

of Promise’s Latar Ragland added, “I want to thank 

you so much for sharing your thoughtful heart with 

so many kids in our community.”

 Liliah credits her commitment, in part, to her 

confirmation by Bishop Susan Goff in eighth grade. 

“I better understood the importance of living out my 

baptismal and confirmational vows and felt called 

to serve my church in a variety of ways. That year I 

became involved at my church by volunteering at our 

local homeless women’s shelter, participating in our 

summer youth service trips… and volunteering at the 

Charlottesville Loaves and Fishes food pantry.” 

 Liliah plans to grow her charity, Costumes 4 

Kids, throughout her high-school years and quite 

possibly into college. She’s hopeful that next year 

will produce even more donations and partnerships 

for community services that support families in need. 

Liliah Barber’s favorite holiday is Halloween, so naturally 

it was disheartening to her to hear her mother, a former 

second-grade teacher, share stories about children who came to 

school without a costume on days when the class celebrated Hal-

loween. So Liliah started a charity and named it Costumes 4 Kids. 

Realizing that her family alone could easily provide dozens of cos-

tumes from their own supply of no-longer-used outfits, she imme-

diately got busy planning her strategy. 

 As a high-school freshman, she first created a 501C(3) 

non-profit and eagerly began collecting costumes from her school-

mates and church members. She introduced her organization to her 

church and area schools, placing fliers and collection tubs in those 

locations. She accepted cash donations to provide repair and clean-

ing of donated costumes and to purchase accessories to complete 

a costume. After all, the Little Mermaid needs her signature red hair!

 Working with elementary-school counselors, Charlottesville- 

based City of Promise, and her church, St. Paul’s, Ivy, Liliah was 

able to identify needy children in her community and provide cos-

tumes for them. The process allows parents and children to ‘shop’ 

prior to Halloween.

 Liliah’s primary goal is to give children in need the opportunity 

to participate in Halloween and at school parties as their friends and 

classmates do. “Our community is blessed with generous charities 

that provide a variety of necessities for those in need. However, I felt 

that a lot of charities overlook the ‘wants’ when fulfilling the ‘needs.’ 

COSTUMES 4 KIDS
Age 15 / St. Paul’s, Ivy

“ I felt that a lot of 
charities overlook 
the ‘wants’ when 
fulfilling the ‘needs.’” 
– Liliah Barber

liliah barber

Top 10 continued from page 9

L
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Hollis Cobb is more than a good listener. He’s someone 

who wants to hear people’s stories and keep them alive, 

to share their hopes and dreams, and to help them build up the 

Kingdom of God within their community. 

 In the fall and early winter of 2017, St. Francis, Manakin 

Sabot, was taking on a listening project in the neighborhood of 

Hickory Haven, a 60-year old community near the church. The 

goal of the project was to learn the assets of the neighborhood, 

find out residents’ hopes for the neighborhood, and provide sup-

port so that they can develop that vision into reality. 

 “As the director of the project, I was looking for high school 

students who would interview the residents of Hickory Haven,” 

explained the Rev. John Maher, vicar of St. Francis. John looked for 

kids within the community first, but none were available to do the 

work. “So I turned to my friend Emily Dunevant, rector of Grace 

Church in Goochland Courthouse. She thought her son, Hollis, 

would be interested in helping out.” 

 Hollis had learned about listening projects at school. “We 

were encouraged to listen to others’ stories, like our grandpar-

ents,” said Hollis. “When I got the opportunity to do the project in 

Hickory Haven, I entered knowing the cultural importance of it.” 

 Using an asset-based community development model, Hol-

lis interviewed many residents, recorded what they shared about 

their lives and their community goals, and helped to get a neigh-

borhood action team together. 

 Hollis was amazed by the warm 

welcome he received from residents as 

he went door to door conducting inter-

views. “It was the opposite of what I 

thought would happen,” he recalled. “I 

thought they would not be interested 

in talking to a high schooler. Yet many 

wanted to spend more time with me 

than the survey required.” 

 Clearly an “old soul,” Hollis has 

a deep appreciation of oral history. “As we move into this new 

technological era, we can lose some of the history that is there. 

Without listening projects, that history will be gone one day. A 

listening project, he adds, “keeps history alive. Individual fam-

ilies may not have kids to pass on the history of their family. A 

listening project brings that history to life. 

 Hollis learned many stories and life lessons along the way. 

One of the biggest, he says, is that “community development is 

not something one person can do. I cannot make a difference 

without them making it with me. An asset-based approach brings 

out the gifts for the good of the network of relationships that you 

would not have otherwise.”

HICKORY HAVEN LISTENING PROJECT
Age 16 / St. Francis, Manakin Sabot

 Hollis will be a senior at St. Christopher’s 

School this fall. He is active in his school’s theater 

company, editor of the yearbook, and co-captain of 

the varsity swim team. He helps edit his school’s 

literary magazine and enjoys reading, writing and 

reciting poetry in and out of the classroom.

 He also serves the Church at the diocesan 

and national level. He is an active member of the 

diocesan Parish Youth Ministries Committee and 

attended the 2017 national Episcopal Youth Event 

in Oklahoma. He has worked with St. Elizabeth’s 

Camp, a Shrine Mont camp for special needs youth 

and young adults. In his home 

parish of Grace Church, Gooch-

land, he plans a number of 

youth-oriented activities.

 “I believe that Hollis is 

someone who will fan into flame 

the gifts of many people he 

meets,” said Maher.

“Without 
listening 

projects, that 
history will be 
gone one day.” 

– Hollis Cobb
“ Hollis is 
someone who 
will fan into 
flame the gifts 
of many people 
he meets.” 
– the Rev. John Maher

hollis cobb

Top 10 continued on page 12

H
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interested in books and learning. At The Table, we 

say that we try to feed the whole body, not just the 

stomach.”

 Recently a shopper at the food pantry shared 

that her granddaughter’s reading has gone up two 

levels. The teacher attributed this to the fact that 

the child was so excited about the stories.

 “I have had parents come and tell me that they 

have gotten closer to their children by carving out 

time to read with them every night before they go 

to bed,” said Addie. “I know that my ministry is 

affecting my world and other families’ worlds.”

 Addie says her grandmother, who is also a lead 

volunteer at The Table, is her biggest inspiration. “She is the rea-

son that I want to work and make my world a better place.” 

 Addie is using work at The Table as her launching project 

for Governor’s School. She wants to use the resources she will 

gain at school to extend and deepen her understanding of fami-

lies in poverty and of ways she can support young readers. 

 Addie’s long-term goal is simple: “I want every child to have 

books in their home to read.”

Addison (Addie) Dempsey volunteers 

each Tuesday after school to distribute 

books to children of families who rely on The Table, 

St. George’s food pantry. Her goal is to find books 

that inspire and stimulate a child to read more.

 An avid reader herself, Addie began volunteer-

ing at The Table three years ago. She organizes and 

sets out books in appealing and accessible displays.

 “Once the children arrive, Addie goes out 

and invites each child to come and pick a book 

with her,” explains the Rev. Deacon Carey Connors 

of St. George’s. “She asks about their interests and 

what kinds of words they are reading. She then 

helps them find just the right book or two to take 

home.” Often this process means that Addie sits 

with little ones and reads 

several books to them 

before they decide on the 

right ones.

 Addie has helped 

distribute thousands of 

books. The families who 

frequent The Table are 

mostly working families 

with enormous financial 

challenges in their lives – 

multiple generations, mul-

tiple jobs, cars that break 

down and health issues 

that demand expensive prescriptions. Addie 

understands that many things may keep someone 

from using the library. Undocumented status, fear 

of something unknown and transportation are all 

factors she names. Often, parents have little time/

energy left to read with children or to hunt down 

just the right books to excite them. 

 “Some of these children wait for hours with 

their parents to get food from The Table,” said 

Addie. “This ministry helps the children become 

INSPIRING CHILDREN TO READ
Age 13 / St. George’s, Fredericksburg

Addison
Dempsey

Top 10 continued from page 11
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“I have had parents 
come and tell me that 

they have gotten closer 
to their children by 

carving out time to read 
with them every night 
before they go to bed.” 

– Addie Dempsey
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Nadia Greene travelled to Puerto Rico 

in March to assist with hurricane clean 

up and recovery. Seeing how much was yet to be 

done, she returned in June to devote a month to 

the ongoing efforts. 

 “My time in Puerto Rico has shown me how 

privileged I am to live where I do,” said Nadia, a 

freshman at Howard University. “I am lucky enough 

to live somewhere that has constant access to 

water, food, and electricity. I visited many neigh-

borhoods in Puerto Rico that were already in bad 

condition and still have no access to these neces-

sities seven months after Hurricane Maria.”

 Nadia Greene is a dedicated member of St. 

Philip’s Church, Richmond where she has been an 

active member of the youth group, Sunday school 

and JAM (Jesus and Me program).  Prior to col-

lege, she served as an acolyte and lay reader. 

 As a member of the diocesan Parish Youth 

Ministry, she has represented the diocese at the 

national church’s Episcopal Youth Events in 2014 

and 2017. She has also served as a youth dele-

gate to the Diocesan Annual Convention. 

 “Nadia is faithful and inquisitive. She is a 

joy to be around and relates well to people from 

all walks of life,” said Mother Phoebe Roaf, rector 

of St. Philip’s. “She has been a leader at St. Phil-

ip’s and in our diocese, and I have no doubt that 

she will continue to be a leader in our church.” 

 Before heading to college in Baltimore, 

Nadia volunteered at the Visual Art Center, the 

SPCA and, for four years, at the Richmond Police 

Department - Community Care Unit.  

 As a current International Affairs major, she 

plans to focus her studies on human rights. After 

graduation, Nadia hopes to launch a nonprofit 

that will help people around the world.

 “This is something I am still figuring out. 

I have always been drawn to helping others in 

times of need and so launching a non-profit 

would be incredibly fulfilling for me. Ideally, I 

would like my organization to not focus on one 

issue but to be a support system for communities 

in need – whether it be for natural disaster relief, 

increasing access to education, health initiatives, 

or even animal rights.

DISASTER RELIEF IN PUERTO RICO
Age 19 / St. Philip’s, Richmond 

Nadia GreeN

Top 10 continued on page 14

“ I am lucky enough to live somewhere 
that has constant access to water, 
food, and electricity. I visited many 
neighborhoods in Puerto Rico that were 
already in bad condition and still have 
no access to these necessities seven 
months after Hurricane Maria.” 
– Nadia Green

N
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ture that would encourage greater continuity and 

growth. With the arrival of new rector Will Peyton, 

they worked collaboratively to re-imagine and re-en-

ergize the Canterbury program.

 And the results have been impressive. While 

students once sat around an old kitchen table for 

their weekly fellowship meal and often had empty 

chairs, they now crowd around three large tables 

placed end to end. The Canterbury winter trip to 

Shrine Mont grew from six attendees last year to 

25 this year. Student leadership is now comprised 

of a vestry of nine. This spring, Lachlan’s applica-

tion for a Young Adult and Campus Ministry Grant 

garnered $3,000 for a student hiking retreat and 

house improvements. 

 When Bishop Susan Goff visited St. Paul’s 

recently to meet with the college students, there 

were 35 people at the Evening Prayer service, most 

of whom stayed for the weekly Canterbury meal and 

fellowship gathering.

 “Sarah and Lachlan are hungry for Christ-cen-

tered community, and know that others are too,” said 

Bishop Goff. “So they’ve used their abundant energy 

and compassion and made it happen at U.Va.”

 Asked about her hopes for the future of the 

ministry, Sarah said, “I hope that Canterbury contin-

ues to grow and flourish long after I graduate, that it 

provides a close-knit community for college-age Epis-

copalians, that it supports and uplifts student lead-

ers, identifying their gifts for ministry and fostering a 

sense of ownership over their faith.” 

 Lachlan was recently accepted into the Young 

Priests Initiative, a discernment program run by the 

Diocese of Virginia. “My hope for Canterbury is that 

when I graduate in 2020, I leave a large, successful 

and sustainable campus ministry of dedicated stu-

dent leaders at U.Va.”

“Sarah and Lachlan are handling it.” “Lachlan is taking 

care of that.” “Sarah is on it.” Those phrases are heard 

often at St. Paul’s in reference to the dynamic duo of Sarah Paquette 

and Lachlan Hassman. The two sophomores are co-presidents 

of the U.Va. Canterbury student ministry at St. Paul’s Memorial 

Church, in Charlottesville.

 Energetic, organized, detail-oriented, and dogged, Sarah has 

successfully spearheaded an effort to make the Canterbury House 

an intentional residential community next year.

 In high school, Sarah was a part of Parish Youth Ministries, 

and spent a lot of time at Shrine Mont alongside hundreds of other 

young Episcopalians. She served as a cabin counselor in 2017 and 

will be working on the mountain again this summer.

UVA CANTERBURY
Ages 19 & 20 / St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville

 She knew that a student ministry was something she wanted 

to find at college. Inspired by the counselor community at Shrine 

Mont, she wanted to bring that compassion and energy to U.Va. 

 Lachlan Hassman is serious, thoughtful and deeply interested 

in theology. He felt called to ministry with his fellow students in 

his freshman year at St. Andrew’s-Sewanee (high school), where he 

revitalized student participation in the chapel program. He says the 

clergy in his life were a great inspiration to him, but most inspiring 

were the lay people who shared their time and gifts with the church.

 When St. Paul’s was searching for its next rector, Sarah and 

Lachlan began discussing the possibility of a new Canterbury struc-

While students once sat around 
an old kitchen table for their 
weekly fellowship meal and 
often had empty chairs, they 
now crowd around three large 
tables placed end to end.

Sarah Peyton
Lachlan Hassman

Top 10 continued from page 13
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At age 16, Kate Hudson is by far the youngest vestry member of the 

Church of the Creator in Mechanicsville. In this group of nine adults, she 

is an active, contributing voice. She is an effective communicator and liaison. 

 “It is sometimes easy to forget Kate is a junior in high school,” said the Rev. 

Bill Burke, rector of Creator. “Her energy for service, her passion and her motives 

for what she does and why she does it – all betray a more advanced perspective.”

 Kate juggles her vestry responsibilities with many other roles.  In the past 

eight years, she has served as a chalice bearer, acolyte, choir member, nursery 

attendant and special needs companion. “Her volunteerism at parish events, 

outreach and mission opportunities is a standard indication to others that, ‘all is 

well,’” said Father Bill.

 Kate enjoys training new acolytes. Church services now have more youth 

than adults serving as readers, ushers and acolytes. With an eye for detail, she 

attends to the younger acolytes, making sure they are prepared.  

 She has even inspired a sixth-grader to take over for her after she graduates 

from high school. “I want to raise up the next generation of leaders in the parish 

to take up where I leave off,” said Kate. “I want the young people to understand 

how important it is to serve.”  

 Kate’s service extends well beyond the parish. As the current 4H State 

Champion in Showmanship with her miniature horse Samuel, she is training him 

to be a special needs companion animal. Her goal is to teach her brother, David, 

and others with special needs, how to show and care for horses. 

 Kate would like to be an occupational therapist and work with special needs 

children after college.

 “Kate’s attention to detail and genuine devotion are indeed an inspiration,” 

said Father Bill, “and her love of the Lord and desire to serve are a witness for all.”

VESTRY MEMBER
Age 16 / Creator, Mechanicsville

Kate Hudson

“ I want to raise up the 
next generation of 
leaders in the parish to 
take up where I leave off. 
I want the young people 
to understand how 
important it is to serve.” 
– Kate Hudson

“ Kate’s attention 
to detail and 
genuine devotion 
are indeed an 
inspiration.” 
– The Rev. Bill Burke

Top 10 continued on page 16
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This ministry has made a huge difference in his life.

 Grace may be young, but already she is dis-

cerning how she might continue her outreach work 

in the future. Next year, she will complete an intern-

ship at an immigration law firm. 

 The following verse from the epistle of James 

is inscribed above the altar at St. James’s: “Be ye 

doers of the word, and not hearers only.” Grace 

really takes those words to heart. “Grace’s compas-

sion and energy are such an inspiration to me,” said 

the Rev. Carmen Germino, associate rector at St. 

James’s. “Grace is a true doer. Christ’s love is evident 

in her actions. She really lives up to her name.”

Grace Locke, 17, will never forget a conversation she had 

during her first visit to Our Little Roses Home for Girls 

(OLR) in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. OLR provides a full-time res-

idential home for abused, abandoned and neglected girls in the 

middle of the murder capital of the world. Grace’s church, St. 

James’s in Richmond, has been partnering with OLR for 24 years. 

On the last night of the 2015 St. James’s mission trip, as rain fell 

onto the tin roof above, Mauda, one of the OLR residents, said to 

Grace, “Don’t leave.”

 Though the moment stung, Grace knew she couldn’t make 

that kind of promise. But she could make sure her new friendship 

with Mauda and the other girls at OLR didn’t fade into a distant 

memory. Grace has visited OLR each year since that conversation 

in 2015, and will return again this summer. 

 Last year, Grace was inspired to share the story of OLR with 

her community in Virginia. She organized a screening of the doc-

umentary film, “Voices Beyond the Wall,” at Richmond’s historic 

Byrd Theatre. “Voices Beyond the Wall” follows poet and Episcopal 

priest Spencer Reese throughout his year of teaching poetry to the 

girls at OLR. It is a beautiful and heartbreaking film. Grace spear-

headed all of the publicity and logistics for the event. The film was 

shown to a packed house of approximately 250 attendees and 

ultimately raised $8,500 in scholarship funds for graduates of OLR 

to attend the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Honduras.

 Grace’s time in Honduras has yielded other powerful expe-

riences and connections as well. One of the many friends she 

has made there is a woman named Gail Haldeman. Gail lives in 

Florida but has become very involved with OLR, doing fundrais-

ing and visiting often. Gail’s husband, the Rev. Canon Mark Sims, 

is the rector of St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church in Coral 

Springs, Fla. One of their parish’s youth leaders, Carmen Schen-

trup, was among the victims of the February 14 mass shooting at 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. To show their support 

for Gail and Mark, Grace and her family joined them in Wash-

ington, D.C., on March 27 to participate in the March for Our 

Lives. Sometimes the paths of life are winding and surprising. A 

relationship that began in a bunk room in Honduras eventually 

led her to the National Mall.

 Closer to home, Grace quietly uses her time and talent to 

help a fellow church-goer who is an undocumented immigrant 

from Guatemala. They meet after church on Sundays and converse 

in English and Spanish. She helps him fill out paperwork and 

serves as a translator for his social work liaison in the community. 

Kate HudsonOUR LITTLE ROSES, HONDURAS
Age 17 / St. James’s, Richmond

Grace organized a theater 
screening of a documentary 
about Our Little Roses Home 
for Girls in Honduras and 
raised $8,500 in scholarship 
funds for the girls.

Grace Locke

Top 10 continued from page 15
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Top 10 continued on page 18

 “The level of maturity that they both exemplify with starting 

this charity is testimony to the Holy Spirit working in their lives,” said 

Maureen Carey-Back, lay pastoral assistant at St. David’s. “They both 

have learned that, in this era of excess and affluence, there are still 

people who are hurting and in need.”

 Last year, when Chad and Delainy decided to buy food for 

Loudoun Hunger Relief with their proceeds, the national manager 

of Giant saw them shopping and asked what was up. The manager 

was inspired to donate a store gift card to the cause. It seems that 

the more they tell people about the good work they are doing, the 

more people want to help generously.

 Chad and Delainy shared their mission with their friends in 

their church youth group, REACH work camps, school and Young 

Life. They live by example and their friends seemed genuinely 

interested in their ministry.

 Chad just completed his sophomore year in high school, 

where he rows on the crew team. At St. David’s, he has served 

as an acolyte, crucifer and now usher. Chad often steps into 

a leadership role with his 

peers. He volunteered to give 

the sermon during the ser-

vice in which he and others 

were confirmed. 

 Chad said, “I would like 

P.O.L.O. Charities to become 

a national organization to 

help people in dire need.” He 

would like to raise $15,000 

in total, before he graduates 

high school and to continue 

his efforts in college. 

 His sister Delainy just 

finished seventh grade. She is 

an avid travel lacrosse player. 

She has served as an acolyte, 

greeter and usher. She enjoys 

attending “Wild Life” (the mid-

dle school version of Young Life), where she actively recruits friends 

from her school who may not be active, welcoming them into min-

istry. She has grown her group by more than 16 youth this year.  

 Delainy hopes to inspire other people to see that anyone 

who really wants to help others can do so at any age. “If you have 

the will and desire to make a difference in the community and in 

the world, you can!” 

 Maureen says the congregation of St. David’s “couldn’t be 

more proud of these two fine young adults. They have become 

caring, empathetic and spiritually aware disciples.”

American Red Cross. They recently raised more than 

$1,400 for hurricane relief. Over the last three years, 

they have raised a total of $3,300. 

 Chad, Delainy and their parents have been part 

of St. David’s Episcopal Church and School community 

in Ashburn since 2005. It is here, at home, in their 

school and neighborhood communities that their pas-

sion for service has been developed and nurtured, as 

they grow in their faith journey. 

While delivering food for a canned food 

drive at a local charity, Chad and Delainy 

Prosper saw the faces of other children standing in 

line for food. The brief interaction quickly lit a flame 

in their hearts. 

 The brother-and-sister team started P.O.L.O. 

Charities (Power of Lifting Others) by using golf 

shirts donated after golf events to sell during yard 

sales to raise money for local charities in need. 

Some of the charities include: Loudoun Hunger 

Relief, Backpack Buddies, Hope’s Treasure and the 

American Red Cross. 

 They are making a difference both locally and 

now nationally, with the disaster relief efforts of The 

Kate HudsonP.O.L.O. CHARITIES
Ages 13 and 16 / St. David’s, Ashburn

“ They both have 
learned that, 
in this era of 
excess and 
affluence, there 
are still people 
who are hurting 
and in need.” 
– Maureen Carey-Back

Delainy Prosper
Chad Prosper
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After the school bell rings, Amy Amada Reyes can be 
found volunteering at Educando con Amor (Educating 

with Love) – a social justice literacy ministry of St. Gabriel’s, 
Leesburg. This free after-school program helps Latino immigrant 
children to become fully bilingual by teaching them to read and 
write in Spanish. While all of the kids in the program speak 
Spanish at home, they are not fluent readers or writers in the 
Spanish language. 
 As a teen volunteer, Amy assists a fifth-to-seventh-grade 
teacher. She is partnered with another teen volunteer who 
attends a local Jewish temple. Amy and her partner also inte-
grate an eight-part curriculum that helps older kids to develop 
self-confidence. 
 “I want every kid to be successful in life and be happy 
with what they are doing,” said Amy. Because she is young 

herself, the children in the program 
connect with her and are encouraged 
to participate.   
 “Other teens watch her, and 
they follow her lead because she is a 
reliable, trusted and loving person,” 
said the Rev. Daniel Velez-Rivera, 
vicar of St. Gabriel’s. “Because of the 
trust others put in her, our commu-
nity ministry has become a trusted 

program for parents to send their children to.”
 In addition to her work with Educando con Amor, Amy is 
an acolyte who has inspired other kids to become acolytes. 
 “I hope that when kids will see us giving our free time, 
they will want to give their free time.”

Después que suena la campana de 
la escuela, se podrá encontrar a Amy 

Amada Reyes actuando como voluntaria de Edu-
cando con Amor (Educating with Love) – un min-
isterio de justicia educativa de la Iglesia San 
Gabriel, Leesburg. Este es un programa gratuito 
para después de las clases para enseñarles a que 
niños inmigrantes latinos puedan leer y escribir en 
español y puedan llegar a totalmente bilingües. A 
pesar de que todos los niños hablan español en 
sus hogares, no tienen fluencia en la lectura o fac-
ilidad en la escritura en español.
 Como una adolescente voluntaria, Amy ayuda 
a una maestra de quinto a séptimo grado. Ella 
trabaja junto con otra adolescente voluntaria que 
asiste a una sinagoga judía. Amy y su amiga tam-
bién integran un currículo de ocho partes que ayuda 
a que los niños más grandes tengan más confianza 
en sí mismos.
 “Yo quiero que cada niño tenga éxito en la 
vida y sea feliz con lo que está haciendo,” dice 
Amy. Y, porque ella misma es joven, los niños del 
programa pueden relacionarse con ella y se animan 
a participar.
 “Otros adolescentes la observan y la siguen 
por ella es una persona 
responsable, confiable 
y cariñosa,” dijo el Rev. 
Daniel Vélez-Rivera, 
vicario de San Gabriel. 
“Porque otras personas 
han puesto su confianza 
en ella, nuestro ministe-
rio en la comunidad se 
ha hecho un programa 
donde los padres tienen 
confianza para enviar a 
sus niños.”
 Además de su tarea en Educando con Amor, 
Amy es una acólita que ha sido de inspiración para 
que otros niños también lo sean.
 “Confío que cuando otros niños vean como 
nosotros ofrecemos nuestro tiempo libre, ellos tam-
bién querrán hacer lo mismo.”

Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Gustavo Mansella

Top 10 continued from page 17

“I want every kid to be 
successful in life and 

be happy with what 
they are doing.” 

– Amy Reyes

“ Yo quiero que cada 
niño tenga éxito en 
la vida y sea feliz 
con lo que está 
haciendo.” 
– Amy Reyes

EDUCATING WITH LOVE
Age 13 / St. Gabriel’s, Leesburg

AMy Reyes

A

D
EDUCANDO CON AMOR
Años 13 / Iglesia San Gabriel, Leesburg
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Avery Shivers is on a mission – not just to be of help in Puerto Rico 

but to enlist a community of helpers.

 He and his classmates from Christchurch School traveled to Puerto Rico 

this spring to assist with disaster relief efforts. 

 “We felt that aiding our fellow Americans and other volunteer organiza-

tions was essential to showing the island and the world that we were there 

to support and help them,” Avery said. 

 When he and his classmates committed to go to 

Puerto Rico, Avery approached Grace Church and other 

groups to support the trip monetarily and with prayers.

 “Avery and his classmates did a wonderful job in 

capturing a vision for their work and inspiring others 

to contribute,” said the Rev. David May, rector of Grace 

Church, Kilmarnock.  

 For the students, the scene on the ground was 

even more desperate than any news report could con-

vey. “The people of the island gave us a unique perspec-

tive as to how they have 

lived their lives for the past 

six months. They showed 

me that their journey to 

heal continues, especially 

as a new hurricane season 

approaches in only a few 

weeks,” said Avery. 

 “Avery seems to be 

able to tap into what’s most 

important, articulate that 

clearly and show how we 

can be a part of it as well,” 

said David. “We were all so 

energized and encouraged in our own ministry!” 

 Prior to moving to Christchurch School, Avery was an active member of 

the Grace Church youth group and served as an acolyte for many years. 

 “I hope that my relationship with the Church will lead me to new 

opportunities to serve others in healthy, non-invasive ways,” he said. “I 

also believe the Church can serve as a useful platform to help mend the 

divisions of our current world. I hope that I can pave ways to understand-

ing, accepting and uplifting the experiences of those who live in ways seen 

as different from us.”

Kate HudsonDISASTER RELIEF IN PUERTO RICO
Age 15
Grace, Church, Kilmarnock, and Christchurch School

Avery Shivers

“Avery seems to 
be able to tap 

into what’s most 
important, articulate 

that clearly and 
show how we can be 

a part of it as well.” 
– The Rev. David May

“ I believe the church 
can serve as a useful 
platform to help 
mend the divisions of 
our current world.” 
– Avery Shivers
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salary

president of the
house of deputies

salary

President of the
House of Bishops A

@ General Convention

A resolution to watch this summer at 
General Convention is A028 – Salary 
for the President of the House of 
Deputies. A report of the Task Force 
to Study Church Leadership and 
Compensation makes a case 
for providing a salary for 
the president of the House 
of Deputies, citing the 
evolution of the position. 
The key resolved clause 
says this: 

Resolved … that this General 
Convention authorize and 
direct its Executive Council 
to fix a salary for the 
President of the House of 
Deputies as an officer and 
agent of the Council and as 
an agent of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary 
Society [DFMS].

 The proposed budget for the next triennium 
includes funds for paying a full-time salary and 
benefits to the president. That position, which 
is filled by an election at each meeting of the 
Convention, has heretofore been a volunteer 
position, although the president has had a travel 
budget and a paid assistant. 
 This explanation accompanying the 
resolution says that a salary for the president is a 
matter of fairness and justice. On the surface, it 

Sometimes a Salary is  
More Than a Salary

reads like a “Mom and apple pie” resolution that 
doesn’t require much reflection. It has significant 
implications, however, for how The Episcopal Church 
is led and begs some important questions, including:

 1  Who speaks for The Episcopal Church –  

the Presiding Bishop, the President of the House  

of Deputies, both together, either alone with  

equal authority?

 2  Who leads The Episcopal Church? To what 

extent is this resolution intended to establish the 

President of the House of Bishops as a parallel 

leader to the Presiding Bishop? 

 3  What does this resolution suggest about 

the nature of the episcopacy and of episcopal 

leadership in The Episcopal Church? 

 4  What will be the vetting process for the 

election of a President of the House of Deputies? 

(There is a clear and intensive process for vetting 

nominees for Presiding Bishop, but currently  

none for nominees for President of the House  

of Deputies.)

 While this may seem like a simple issue, the 
ramifications are great and far-reaching. Don’t be 
surprised if the debate is lively and if this resolution 
turns out to be one of the most controversial of the 
upcoming Convention. 

Ill: John Dixon and Freepik.com
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Virginia Episcopalians can follow General 

Convention through the online edition of 

Center Aisle — the daily opinion journal 

of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia. 

Our goal is to build up the foundational 

center of our Church. Our voices and 

perspectives speak to a radical centrism 

— one that binds different viewpoints and 

voices together in our shared faith.

WWW.CENTERAISLE.BLOG

You don’t have to be there
to be at the Center of it all.
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CLERGY  TRANSITIONS

UPCOMING
Aug. 31, 2018: The Rev. Paul Rowles retires as rector of St. Peter’s,  
New Kent.

July 15, 2018: The Rev. Dave Matlak’s last day as assistant rector of St. 
Matthew’s, Richmond. Dave has accepted a call as director of spiritual life for 
the Rosslyn School in Nairobi, Kenya.

July 1, 2018: Marlene Forrest’s first day as assistant rector of St. Peter’s 
in the Woods, Fairfax Station. Marlene is a candidate of this diocese and 
graduates from VTS in May.

July 1, 2018: Grant Mansfield’s first day as assistant rector of St. 
Matthew’s, Sterling. Grant is a candidate of this diocese and graduates from 
VTS in May.

July 1, 2018: The Rev. Wallace Adams-Riley begins as senior chaplain 
at Christ Church School, Greenville (Diocese of Upper South Carolina).

June 30, 2018: The Rev. Sara-Scott Wingo’s last day as rector of 
Emmanuel, Brook Hill (Richmond). Her family is relocating to Knoxville, 
Tennessee.

June 30, 2018: The Rev. Peter Way retires as vicar of Christ Church, 
Brandy Station.

June 17, 2018: Anna Broadbent begins as curate of St. James’ Cathedral, 
Chicago. She is a candidate of this diocese and graduates from VTS in May.

June 17, 2018: The Rev. Thomas Hendrickson retires as vicar of Grace, 
Bremo Bluff.

June 13, 2018: Darren Steadman’s first day as assistant rector of Christ 
Church, Glen Allen (Richmond). Darren is a candidate of this diocese and 
graduates from VTS in May.

IN MEMORIAM
The Rev. Norman C. Siefferman, a retired priest of the Diocese of 

Virginia, died Friday, February 23, 2018. Mr. Siefferman was ordained a 

priest in 1962 and served much of his early ministry in Georgia. In 1982, 

he was called as rector for the King George County Episcopal Churches 

which then included St. Paul’s, King George, St. John’s, King George, 

Emmanuel, Port Conway and Lamb’s Creek. He retired from active 

parish ministry in 1998. A funeral was held at St. Paul’s, King George.

The Rev. Richard A. DeMott, a retired priest of the Diocese of Virginia, 

died March 31, 2018. Mr. DeMott was first ordained in the Presbyterian 

tradition and then was later ordained an Episcopal priest in 1976. He 

served as associate rector at St. Timothy’s, Herndon, and helped to 

plant St. Matthew’s, Sterling, where he served as vicar for 18 years 

until his retirement in 1995. A funeral was held at St. Mary of the Hills 

in Blowing Rock, N.C.  

PAST
June 3, 2018: The Rev. Leslie Chadwick’s last day as associate rector of 
Good Shepherd, Burke. She has accepted a call as chaplain of the National 
Cathedral School (Diocese of Washington).

June 1, 2018: The Rev. Elizabeth Rees’ first day as senior associate 
rector of St. Paul’s, Alexandria.

June 1, 2018: Charles Cowherd began as assistant rector of Good 
Shepherd, Burke.

May 20, 2018: The Rev. Kristine Johnson’s last day as assistant rector of 
St. John’s, McLean. She is discerning her next call.

May 11, 2018: The Rev. Canon Pat Wingo’s last day as canon to the 
ordinary of the Diocese of Virginia. He has accepted a call to a long-term 
interim position in the Diocese of East Tennessee.

Apr. 18, 2018: The Rev. Jane Sigloh’s last day as bridge interim rector of 
Emmanuel, Greenwood.

Apr. 16, 2018: The Rev. Lyndon Shakespeare’s first day as associate 
rector of Christ Church, Alexandria. Lyndon most recently served as interim 
rector of Holy Comforter, Vienna.

Mar. 18, 2018: The Rev. Sarah Brockenbrough’s last day as associate 
rector of Emmanuel, Greenwood. She is discerning her next call.

Feb. 11, 2018: The Rev. Ann Gillespie’s last day as senior associate 
rector of Christ Church, Alexandria. She is discerning her next call.

Jan. 7, 2018: The Rev. Weezie Blanchard’s last day as rector of St. 
Mary’s, Goochland. She is discerning her next call in the Diocese of 
Colorado, where her husband, Buck, now serves on diocesan staff. 
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Team from Virginia and Liverpool 
Scout Final Destination of Three-
Year Youth Pilgrimage 

There are certain times of infamy most of us will 

always remember. September 1, 1939. December 

7, 1941. September 11, 2001. But how many of us 

remember late in August, 1619?

We are coming up on the 400th anniversary of the first slaves being sold 
here in Virginia. “20. and odd Negroes”* were sold from the English ship 
White Lion. For 200 years, we imported Africans as if people could be a 
product, and slavery continued on well past that. The conditions endured 
by these children of God were horrendous, unthinkable acts of barbarism 
done in the interest of profit, often endorsed and supported by the Church, 
and in Virginia that meant the Anglican Church. As Christ instructed us,  
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” (Mt 6:24) And yet we tried.

BY THE REV. ROCK HIGGINS

Sunrise near Elmina on the coast. Our prayer is 

that the Triangle of Hope is the dawning of a new 

day in all three dioceses.

* www.encyclopediavirginia.org Ghana continued on page 24

Ghana Pilgrimage 
Will Complete the 
Triangle of Hope
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 Through this cycle, we are raising leaders 
who can help shape the future of what is to come, 
and in this, Christ can be glorified, even with what 
has already transpired. Pray for those whom God is 
preparing. They are currently seventh- and eighth- 
graders here in the Diocese. If you know of young 
people in your parish who would represent you and 
the Diocese well, and would gain by being a part 
of this, please reach out to me as we live out the 
Triangle of Hope in each context.

In the last two weeks of April, I traveled as part of 
the Triangle of Hope to both our partner dioceses– 
Liverpool, England, and Kumasi, Ghana. Together 
with Virginia, the three dioceses are working to 
build from our past, seeking reconciliation and 
mutuality, and asking of one another, “What can I 
do for you?” 
 Bishop Shannon Johnston of Virginia, Bishop 
Paul Bayes of Liverpool, and Archbishop Daniel 
Sarfo of Kumasi have met and given us a mandate of 
working proactively towards these goals. 
 Our trip laid the foundation for future 
endeavors by creating a three-way pilgrimage for 
high school students: Liverpool, then Virginia, and 
then Ghana. For two cycles, I have worked with 
the Liverpool-Virginia Youth Pilgrimage, looking at 
these issues of our complicity in the slave trade. 

2020 LIVERPOOL, 2021 VIRGINIA,  

2022 GHANA 

 In June, 2019, the young people who made 
the first two pilgrimages will be able to complete 
the Triangle of Hope with a pilgrimage to Kumasi. 
Then in 2020, the three-year cycle will begin 
bringing 12-15 youth from around the Diocese to the 
yearly pilgrimage site in each of the host countries.
 The Triangle of Hope Youth Pilgrimages 
are more than educational. They are more than 
tourism. Our goal is to give the participants 
first-hand knowledge of the realities of the 
world that made the one we live in, doing so in 

a prayerful and intentional 
way. Four hundred years ago 
next summer, a season of sin 
began, and through faith we 
can acknowledge, confess, 
repent and reconcile. We can 
also prepare ourselves for the 
hard work of transformation 
of this world we have inherited 

to be more like Jesus would have it be, “on earth 
as it is in heaven.” One of the deep sadnesses is 
that slavery has not ended, and responding to 
the human trafficking which still takes place is 
another component.

THE REV. ROCK HIGGINS
The Rev. Rock Higgins is rector of St. 
James-the-Less in Ashland (804-798-6336) 
and a member of the leadership team for the 
Triangle of Hope pilgrimage program. 

Hannah Kwansa, the president of the Mother’s Union for Kumasi, and the 

Rev. Canon Malcolm Rogers, canon for Racial Reconciliation in Liverpool, 

celebrate the Triangle of Hope work amongst the dioceses. 

Four hundred 
years ago next 

summer, a season 
of sin began

Ghana continued from page 23
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While in Ghana, our hosts invited us to 

see Kumasi as our second home, Ghana’s 

“second city.” Kumasi is the capital of the 

Ashanti tribe, and the king still has his 

palace there. During our stay, we visited 

churches, met with leaders, and traveled the 

region meeting our partners.

 We also visited Cape Coast, the third 

largest city in Ghana, where much of the 

slave trade went through Ghana. Twenty-five 

miles outside of Cape Coast, we stopped 

at a memorable place. The Ancestral Slave 

River site is where the captive peoples were 

given their “Last Bath” before being oiled, 

branded, shackled and marched to the coast 

to be sold overseas. 

 The government has established a 

memorial that honors what took place at 

the Slave River, as well as giving a place of 

return for those of African descent in the 

New World to come home. In paintings, 

many African-American heroes were 

remembered. Among them was Anna Julia 

Cooper, the namesake of an Episcopal 

school in the Diocese of Virginia. From the 

river, the enslaved peoples were marched 

the 25 miles to Cape Coast Castle or Elmina 

Castle and sold again.

 When we arrived at the impressive 

walls of Cape Coast Castle, we stepped 

into another time. Built as a place for the 

Portuguese to conduct the gold trade, it 

gave the region its name – The Gold Coast. 

But something far more profitable than gold 

attracted attention. The Dutch took over, then 

the British, and the Castle was converted to 

a holding prison for those already sold away. 

In cells about 20 by 40 feet, people were 

shackled together, standing in their own filth 

–   200 souls awaited even more horrors. 

Three weeks to two months would pass, 

stench beyond imagining, before people 

were ripped from all that they knew to pass 

through the Door of No Return.

 Of all the work we have done on 

the first two pilgrimage rounds, nothing 

prepared me for this. When the pilgrims 

walked the Slave Trail in Richmond in 

silence, when we saw the banks and other 

institutions in Liverpool still paying homage 

to the source of their wealth, it all comes 

back to this. People were treated as non-

human product. To add insult to injury, 

above these cells with a grate connecting 

the two, an Anglican Church was built, 

where British Christians could “graciously” 

drop slops to those in hell below. 

The Last Bath 

Just outside the Door of No Return at Cape 

Coast Castle, this spot would have been the 

captives’ last steps on African soil before being 

packed onto slave ships crossing the Atlantic.
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The Connection between 
Church Architecture  
and Liturgy 

If you ever spend time with a liturgist, you’re likely to hear 

them say, “The space always wins.” This simple little phrase 

illustrates the relationship between our liturgy and the 

places in which we worship. I
Abingdon Church, White Marsh

Ecumenical celebration of the Easter vigil on the York River

St. Stephen’s, Culpeper Grace and Holy Trinity, Richmond

St. Mary’s, Arlington

Trinity, Charlottesville
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 Architecture is unique among the arts. Every space 
we occupy impacts us and has an effect on us. We do not 
just view architecture from afar – distant and remote. We 
live and breathe and move within architecture. Its aesthetic 
forms help to shape our emotional and mental states. Its 
functional features help to guide our actions within it.  
 Take for example King’s College Chapel in Cambridge, 
or a non-denominational mega church. They have similar 
features: floor, roof, walls, windows and doors. But they are 
uniquely different spaces. Each building comes with its own 
aesthetic quality, its own determined functionality. Each 
carries with it the history of communities and the stories of 
individuals. Each one of these elements impacts us when we 
are in that space. They also impact what we 
do as a community and a worshipping body.  
 In King’s College Chapel, one 
of the dominant features in both form 
and function is the choir stalls. A great 
portion of the worship space is given 
over to these stalls. Carved from wood 
and gilded by candlelight, they sit at 
the literal and figurative heart of the 
worship space. With little to no previous 
knowledge or experience, one can know 
the rich tradition and importance that 
choir music plays in this space.
 In fact, one of the Chapel’s best-
known liturgies centers on the choir. 
Christians from around the world tune 
in by radio, television or the internet 
to hear a Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols. For many, the music and words rising from 
those choir stalls are the sound of Christmas itself. 
 Many mega-churches are converted spaces that 
previously were used commercially. Often they are large, 
wide-open complexes. They are converted for worship with 
the addition of seating and a large, dominating stage. The 
impact in such a space is clear. The sermon will be the main 
focal point during the service. The words and charisma of the 
preacher will quite literally be center stage. In these worship 
spaces, the defining aspect will be a preached message and 
the delivery of that message.  
 Many of our parishes in the Diocese of Virginia have 
shared architectural features: large windows, baptismal font, 
pulpit and so on. But one feature stands out above all the rest. 
The dominant visual and functional features in our worship 
spaces – whether it be a Colonial church from the 18th 
century, a stone gothic from the 19th century, an A-frame 

from the 1960s, a worship space in the round from the 21st 
century, or an outdoor shrine open to the sky –  is the altar. 
 From almost any vantage point, one’s eye is drawn to 
the altar, where the Holy Sacrament is to be found. This is 
also true from a functional perspective. The vast majority of 
seats face in the direction of the altar. All of the pathways on 
which we walk emanate from and return to the altar. 
 In parishes across our Diocese we gather as the Body 
of Christ. By virtue of our baptism, our faith and our good 
works, when we assemble, Jesus is manifest. We all move 
toward one shared location – the altar. And it is upon that 
altar that ordinary bread and wine become something more. 
Through a holy mystery, they become the sacramental Body 

and Blood of Jesus Christ. It is at that visual 
and functional focal point that the assembled 
living Body of Christ encounters the Body 
and Blood of Christ. The ordinary and the 
divine, the finite and the infinite. Our liturgy 
and the buildings in which we worship all 
point to the meeting of heaven and earth. 
 Built into the stones, the glass and the 
wood of our churches are powerful symbols 
in both function and form. These mirror and 
echo the theology, beliefs and hopes written 
into our prayers. 
 Liturgy is often about choices. Within 
the boundaries of the rubrics, which are 
those things that we are required to do in 
our liturgy, is a vast area for creativity and 
expression. The local community and the 
wider Church make these liturgical choices.

 The same is true of our architecture in both form and 
function. And just as the words and music of our liturgy 
resonate and are familiar to us as Episcopalians, so are the 
spaces we worship in.  
 As any liturgist will tell you, the space always wins. 
Architecture lifts up and affirms that which we do in our 
liturgy. Fighting against a space creates a discord that is felt 
consciously and subconsciously. Working with it creates 
a harmony between intention and action. It allows for the 
Body of Christ to gather, to be fed, and to be sent out into 
the world to do the work it has been given to do.

Built into the stones, 
the glass, and the 

wood of our churches 
are powerful symbols 

in both function 
and form. These 

mirror and echo the 
theology, beliefs and 
hopes written into 

our prayers. 

THE REV. ANDREW CHARLES REINHOLZ
The Rev. Andrew Charles Reinholz is rector of 
Church of the Epiphany in Richmond and chair of the 
diocesan Committee on Liturgy and Music. 
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The Mayo Gallery
Diocesan Staff Launches Rotating Art Exhibits

TThe inaugural exhibit of the Mayo Gallery is 
now open. The Gallery was conceived by the 
diocesan staff headquartered at Mayo Memo-
rial Church House in Richmond as a means of 
lifting up great artwork and artists within the 
Diocese. 
 “We realized how many people in the Dio-

cese were making incredible works of art and 

thought we should share it with the rest of the 

Diocese,” said Nancy Chafin, director of commu-

nications.  

 The first exhibit is “Passageways,” featur-

ing the photography of the Rev. Cayce Ramey. 

 “‘Passageways’ captures the interdepen-

dent development of my faith, art and voca-

tion,” says Ramey. “With images spanning over 

ten years, this exhibit travels from the earliest 

Photography by the Rev. Cayce Ramey
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Saturday, October 20, 2018

Aquia Church, Stafford 

9:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Virginia Diocesan Homes is convening a Summit to explore how our 
parishes can use assets as tools for mission, especially around housing 
and services to the community. We will highlight examples in our 
Diocese and other national faith-based initiatives to spark parishes’ 
curiosity about repurposing assets and transforming your congregation 
both financial and spiritually. We invite lay leaders, clergy, diocesan 
staff, other faiths, and anyone else seeking inspiration and tools to get 
started. For more information, visit the Virginia Diocesan Homes page 
at www.thediocese.net.

ROSLYN

Come on over! 
We saved you a seat at Roslyn.
Enjoy the historic sights around 
Richmond or relax with a good 
book! By yourself or with a group, 
Roslyn is the place to relax this 
summer. 

Just 2 miles from the city, Roslyn is 
close to the action, yet  
miles away from the  
cares of the world.

Call Today! 800.477.6296    
RoslynCenter.org

SAVE THE DATE
OCTOBER 20

Transforming Parishes: Creating Mission 
Opportunities by Repurposing Assets

A Summit hosted by Virginia Diocesan Homes

moments of my curiosity with photograph-

ic expression, through my experimen-

tal combinations of faith and art, to the 

most powerful integrations of Gospel, art 

and self I’ve ever experienced. The exhib-

it simultaneously spans my transition and 

formation from military to civilian life, my 

discernment process, seminary, ordination 

and ministry as a priest. ‘Passageways’ 

continues to be for me invitations, visions, 

obstacles, insights and openings.”

 Several of Ramey’s images were tak-

en during his visit to the Diocese of Kumasi 

in Ghana, which is a partner in the Triangle 

of Hope (see article on page 23). The works 

are available for sale with all proceeds ben-

efitting the Triangle of Hope.

 Exhibits in the Mayo Gallery are 

expected to rotate every six to nine months. 

We invite the members of the Diocese to 

come and see Ramey’s work, which will be 

on display through 2018. It’s a great reason 

to visit your diocesan headquarters. While 

you’re here, we invite you also to take a 

tour of the historic Mayo House. 
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PERIODICAL

110 West Franklin Street

Richmond, Virginia 23220-5095

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN
The Quarterly Magazine of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

www.shrinemontcamps.net

At Shrine Mont Camps, we believe 
in each other. We belong to each 
other. We welcome each other. 

Come be a part of it all. 
Spacesstillopen!


