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This issue of the Virginia Episcopalian comes at a time of
significant change in the Diocese. After 11 years of extraordinary
ministry among us and indeed around the world, our Bishop
Shannon Johnston is retiring. So, much of this issue is devoted
to honoring and celebrating all that we have done together in our
time with this remarkable leader.
The other “big story,” of course, is the election of a Bishop
Provisional. You’ll find information regarding that process on
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page 16. As of press time, this is still an evolving story. But we
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ministries we’ve shared with the thirteenth Bishop of Virginia,
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anticipate it will be our top story for the winter issue. In the
meantime, we encourage you to follow the latest developments in
the Bishop Provisional election online at www.thediocese.net. You
can also sign up for our e-mail alerts from the website.
I hope you will enjoy this collection of stories about the
the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston. For me, it has been an honor to
compile this issue and a true labor of love.

defeat. The point in his basketball
analogy was that the Church is

Thank you for your
determination to
“keep the main thing
the main thing...”

like a power forward, strong and imposing, but all too often
prefers to “play small,” acting like the less muscular but
more dazzling point-guard, wanting to take the showy jumpshots (this he likened to our Sunday mornings). He argued
that instead, we should be who we really are, using our real
strengths, being where we’re supposed to be, thus making a

and from Region to Region,

difference on the “inside” and being able to clear the space to

leads me to think (somewhat

get to the goal.

counter-intuitively) that those were surely some of our

Virginia Episcopalian

small” is a sure way to go down in
Bishop Johnston

Obviously, I am saying that the Diocese of Virginia must

very best years, because the parishioners of the Diocese of

never play small. This is certainly not simply about numbers

Virginia stayed true to the mission and witness of the Church,

or the budget, although both of these measures are vitally

week-in and week-out, and always with a determination that

important. And, having once been the rector of a small

inspired me. Thank you for welcoming me so graciously and

congregation, not to mention seeing, as bishop, so many

encouragingly as I made congregational visitations Sunday after

“small” Virginia congregations with remarkable ministries,

Sunday. Thank you for your trust and confidence in me. For all

I know full well that small places can indeed accomplish big

of this – and for so much more – thank you!

things and make a real difference where they are. But, still,

What I feel I must do here and now is to encourage you

I worry that too many of our congregations—both large

to maintain the kind of vision and scale in serving the Gospel

and small, urban and rural—are content with playing small,

of Jesus Christ that befits what is (by some measures) the

at least when we measure what they could be doing. From

largest diocese in the United States of The Episcopal Church.

my perspective, this begins with limiting your sense and

From the beginning, I have maintained that the ministry of

experience of being a communicant of The Episcopal Church

the Church is never faithfully served by thinking small. In

by focusing only on your own congregation. No, Episcopalians

fact, I raised this point to you in my very first address to our

are first part of a diocese and, when you take hold of that

Convention in 2008. In that speech, I quoted the well-known

fact, we are better resourced and positioned to play to our

columnist William Raspberry, who was born and raised in

strengths than all but a very few dioceses across the whole

Okolona, Mississippi. (He once told me that the two things

Episcopal Church.

that defined him as a person were that he was an African

In this last letter to you, I urge you to continue to make

American and that he was Episcopalian.) Mr. Raspberry once

room for each other—Left, Right and Center. It takes all three

addressed the annual Council of the Diocese of Mississippi,

to be a truly Anglican expression of the faith.

– NANCY CHAFIN

continued on page 3
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Mi despedida
Esta será mi última carta para usted como
su obispo diocesano. Tengo tanto, tanto en
el corazón y la mente, que apenas sé por
dónde empezar.

de Mississippi, y él, notablemente,
criticó a la iglesia por su “juego
tímido.” El Sr. Raspberry era un
ávido aficionado al baloncesto y,

Bueno, lo primero es lo primero: ¡Gracias! Gracias
por el mayor honor y privilegio de mi vida: servirles como

Virginia, siguió dedicadamente a la

el XIII obispo de la diócesis de Virginia. Creo que la mayoría

Conferencia de la Costa Atlántica.

de nosotros estaríamos de acuerdo que desde 2007 juntos

En la ACC (por sus siglas en inglés),

hemos recorrido un largo camino. Les agradezco su apoyo a
mi visión y ministerio, y por sus muchas y variadas maneras
de tomar una iniciativa o
simplemente ayudar. Les
agradezco su decisión
de “mantener primero
lo primero” durante los

Les agradezco su
decisión de “mantener
primero lo primero”...

Obispo Johnston

“jugar tímidamente” es una manera
segura de caer en la derrota. El

punto en su analogía del baloncesto era que la iglesia es como
un delantero, fuerte e imponente, pero que con demasiada
frecuencia prefiere “jugar tímidamente,” actuando como el

making evangelism a real priority for the whole Church, we’re

If I could dictate a motto for our Episcopal
Church, it would be: “Agreement is overrated.”
Our commitment is not to like-mindedness,
but rather is to one another as fellow disciples
of Jesus Christ.

on our way to being a dying Church. So, here is a place to “think

I thank God that my sisters and brothers on the Right continued

sure, you will find many receptive ears.

to stand with us as my own leadership as bishop moved more to

big.” Statistics show that some 60% of the American public is
unchurched—the harvest field is rich. I wish I had a nickel for
everyone who, having finally found their way to an Episcopal
church, said to me on any number of Sunday mornings, “I sure
wish I’d known that there was a church like this years ago!” Be
Come to think of it, this is not the stuff of merely

the “Left.” And they did this without in any way compromising

“thinking” big but a real, wide-open opportunity and the stakes

their convictions. As I have been told by several of those more

couldn’t be higher. Jesus Himself is counting on us all to be

conservative clergy, they did so knowing that I “had their back,”

evangelists. THAT has to be the last word here.

not simply tolerating them but rather by being very clear that, as
a diocesan Church, we not only tolerated them—we truly needed

Farewell,

them. Making room for the broadest spectrum of theological

and God bless you, one and all,

conviction is an essential aspect of the faithful Anglican
expression of the faith.
This brings me to the topic of evangelism, certainly one of
the most critical challenges facing our Church. To put it bluntly,

Bishop Shannon S. Johnston

with a few exceptions, we simply just don’t do it. And without

menos musculoso, pero más deslumbrante armador, con ganas
de saltar espectacularmente (esto lo comparó a nuestros

siete años de litigios tan

domingos por la mañana). Argumentó que, en cambio,

lamentables. Haberlo

deberíamos ser quienes realmente somos, usando nuestras

unos a otros: izquierda, derecha y centro. Se necesitan los tres

una verdadera prioridad para toda la iglesia, estamos en

visto, de congregación en congregación y de región en región,

fortalezas reales, estando donde se supone que estemos,

para ser una expresión verdaderamente anglicana de la fe.

camino de ser una iglesia moribunda. Aquí hay un lugar para

me hace pensar (¡aunque no parezca lógico!) que esos fueron

creando espacios en el “interior” para llegar a la meta.

Si pudiera dictar un lema para nuestra
Iglesia Episcopal, sería “El acuerdo está
sobrevalorado.” Nuestro compromiso no es
a tener una forma homogénea de pensar,
sino más bien a vernos el uno al otro como
discípulos de Jesucristo.

“pensar a lo grande.” Las estadísticas muestran que alrededor

seguro, usted encontrará muchos oídos receptivos.

seguramente algunos de nuestros mejores años. Fue así

Obviamente, estoy diciendo que la diócesis de Virginia

En esta última carta, les insto a que sigan dando lugar

simplemente no lo hacemos. Y sin hacer de la evangelización

del 60% del público estadounidense no es miembro de alguna

porque los feligreses de la diócesis de Virginia permanecieron

nunca debe jugar tímidamente. Ciertamente, no se trata

fieles a la misión y al testimonio de la iglesia, semana tras

simplemente de números o del presupuesto, aunque ambas

semana, y siempre con una determinación que me inspiró.

medidas son de vital importancia. Y, habiendo sido el rector de

Les agradezco por recibirme tan gentil y alentadoramente

una pequeña congregación, y porque he visto como obispo,

cuando visité las congregaciones domingo tras domingo. Les

tantas congregaciones “pequeñas” de Virginia con ministerios

agradezco por su confianza en mí. Por todo esto, y por mucho

muy notables, sé muy bien que las congregaciones pequeñas

Agradezco a Dios que mis hermanas y hermanos de la

más, ¡Muchas gracias!

pueden efectivamente lograr grandes cosas y hacer una

“derecha” que continuaron con nosotros a medida que mi

Pensándolo bien, esto no se trata simplemente de

Lo que siento que debo hacer aquí y ahora es animarlos

iglesia: los campos están listos para la siega. Me gustaría
tener cinco centavos por todos los que, habiendo finalmente
encontrado su camino a una Iglesia Episcopal, me dijeron
muchísimos domingos durante el año, “¡Me hubiera gustado
conocer una iglesia como esta hace diez años atrás!” Esté

verdadera diferencia donde están. Pero, aun así, me preocupa

propio liderazgo como obispo se movió más y más hacia la

“pensar a lo grande,” pero una verdadera y gran oportunidad

a mantener el tipo de visión y amplitud para servir el Evangelio

que demasiadas de nuestras congregaciones – tanto grandes

“izquierda.” Y lo hicieron sin comprometer de ninguna manera

de importancia fundamental. Jesús mismo cuenta con que

de Jesucristo correspondiente a lo que es (de acuerdo con

como pequeñas, urbanas y rurales – se contentan con jugar

sus convicciones. Como me han dicho varios de esos clérigos

todos nosotros seamos evangelistas. Y ESTA tiene que ser la

algunos parámetros) la diócesis de la Iglesia Episcopal más

tímidamente, al menos cuando medimos lo que podrían estar

más conservadores, lo hicieron sabiendo que yo “les guardaba

última palabra aquí.

grande en los Estados Unidos. Desde el principio, he sostenido

haciendo. Desde mi punto de vista, esto comienza con limitar

la espalda” no sólo simplemente por tolerarlos, sino más bien

que el ministerio de la Iglesia nunca se sirve fielmente

la perspectiva y experiencia de ser comulgantes de la Iglesia

siendo muy claro que, como iglesia diocesana realmente los

¡Hasta siempre!

pensando tímidamente. De hecho, les planteé este punto en mi

Episcopal y enfocándose solamente en su propia congregación.

necesitábamos. Hacer espacio para el espectro más amplio

Que Dios bendiga a todos y cada uno de ustedes.

primer discurso durante nuestra Convención en 2008. En ese

No es así. En principio los episcopales son primeramente parte

de la convicción teológica es un aspecto esencial de la fiel

discurso, cité al columnista bien conocido William Raspberry,

de una diócesis y, cuando se toma conciencia de esta realidad,

expresión anglicana de la fe.

que nació y creció en Okolona, Mississippi. (Una vez me dijo

tenemos mejores recursos y estamos en mejor posición para

que las dos cosas que lo definían como persona eran que él

hacer valer nuestras fortalezas como solamente muy pocas

duda uno de los desafíos más críticos que enfrenta nuestra

era un afroamericano y que también era episcopal.) El Sr.

diócesis en toda la Iglesia Episcopal pueden hacerlo.

iglesia. Para decirlo sin rodeos, con algunas excepciones,

Raspberry una vez habló ante el Concilio Anual de la Diócesis
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al ser un residente del norte de

BIshop’ s letter continued from page 1

Esto me lleva al tema de la evangelización, que es, sin

continúa en la página 3
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Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Gustavo Mansella.
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A Consequential
Episcopate
BY THE RT. REV. DAVID JONES

B

Bishop Shannon Johnston
is a student of systems.
Reflecting privately
on a difficult situation with a
congregation or cleric, he might say
“I don’t think it’s about what it’s
about.” He would intuitively suspect
an untold story – a hidden issue. And
he was usually right!
This deep systemic thinking
was fully engaged when Shannon
became our diocesan bishop.
He inherited burning issues that
required his time and attention. If it
was not litigation, it was the question
of blessings. If not blessings, it was
the pain and hurt regarding the
departure of congregations, clergy

and friends from the Episcopal
Church. With that, he had all of the
expectations of a new bishop and
the daily burden of office. He did
not have the freedom afforded many
bishops in defining an agenda for his
episcopate. His was already written.
Fortunately, what the Diocese
needed was his kindness, openness,
patience and wisdom. His vision of
a “Big Tent” was evident from his
earliest days as diocesan. No one
was to be excluded. He welcomed
serious theological reflection and
differing interpretations of Scripture
and Tradition while being transparent
about his own views. This openness
to differing viewpoints provided a

way forward.
The departure of the CANA
congregations had been a blow
to many diocesan leaders who
had labored for years to keep the
Diocese united. Some felt betrayed
and others were deeply hurt. Bishop
Shannon met this need with kindness
and care. He was determined that
the Diocese be a safe place for all –
liberal, moderate and conservative.
Respect was shown and given.
When he became diocesan,
the question of the blessing of gay
and lesbian relationships was front
and center both in the Diocese and
throughout the Episcopal Church.
Bishop Shannon’s response was to

require serious theological
reflection by clergy,
study in congregations,
and the involvement of
congregational leadership
in decisions on this
matter. While sharing his
determination to move
forward, he honored
those who were strongly
opposed. By the time the
Episcopal Church had
reached consensus, Virginia
was ready to move on to global outreach and
witness in the public square.
As his episcopate unfolded, the vision of a
“Big Tent” took on new life. He strongly supported
campus ministry. He encouraged outreach all over
the world. Emphasis on the Triangle of Hope led
to deeper relationships with Liverpool and Ghana.
This broad vision led to serious reflection on
racism throughout the Diocese and encouragement
of witness in the public square. Congregations
responded to this vision with more and more global
and domestic outreach and witness.
Bishop Shannon’s love of Shrine Mont was

especially evident. In
addition to his presence
during summer camps, he
initiated and encouraged
a very successful capital
campaign. Relationships
with counselors deepened
and as years unfolded
some former counselors
appeared in the process
leading to ordination.
A lasting legacy of
Shannon Johnston’s
episcopate will be the quality of clergy and lay
leadership throughout the Diocese. Bishop Shannon
encouraged and applauded excellence. Whether
it was in preparation for worship, planning an
event or program, or in preaching, he brought out
the best in us. Virginia has been richly blessed by
the ministry of the Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood
Johnston, the thirteenth Bishop of Virginia.
Bishop David Jones served as Bishop Suffragan
of the Diocese of Virginia from 1995-2012. He is
retired and lives in Burke, Va.

Milestones in the Episcopate of the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston
Elected Bishop
Co-Adjutor at
the 212th Annual
Convention

4

Authorizes the
use of rites for
blessing same-sex
unions

Litigation with
breakaway churches
resolved; property
returned to mission
of Diocese

Establishes
School for the
Vocational
Deaconate

Initiates diocesan-wide
Hand-in-Hand Listening
Sessions on racial
reconciliation

2007

2009

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Consecrated
at Washington
National
Cathedral

Becomes
diocesan
bishop

Joins Consultation
of Anglican Bishops
in Dialogue (U.S.,
Canada and Africa)

Announces
Dayspring initiative
to support diocesan
churches returning to
Episcopal Church

Becomes a
founding member
of Bishops
United against
Gun Violence

Launches Shrine Mont
Capital Campaign,
which raises $2.5
million for camps and
facilities.

Launches
Pathways spiritual
direction program
at Roslyn

Announces Faith in the
Public Square initiative
– a renewed focus on
activism rooted in the
Baptismal Covenant

Stands with clergy in
opposition to whitesupremacist rally in
Charlottesville

Announces
retirement effective
at the close of
the 224th Annual
Convention
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Moments to Treasure
11 Years with Bishop Shannon Johnston

6

8

11

7

9

12

Photo: Craig Dubishar

4
5
Photo: Jay Paul

1

1

At home with wife Ellen
and “Chloe”

2

2

At 2017 Episcopal Youth Event,
Oklahoma

3

Visiting a daycare center in
Liverpool

4

In the Sudan with Archbishop
Daniel Deng Bul

5

A Pastoral Address at Annual
Convention

6

Mission trip to Korea

7

At home with autograph collection

8

Holy Baptism

9

Lawn games with Ellen
Bartholomay at Shrine Mont

Photo: Jay Paul

10

13

3

10 Off to the Arctic Circle
11 A Sunday Confirmation
12 At the office with Assistant
Amy Williams
13 With right hand man Ed Jones

6
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“

Photo: Mark Ramsay

Oceans Apart,
Together in Christ

I am privileged to be a friend of Bishop Shannon’s.

He has been for me an encourager, gracious, polite and helpful. I have spent time
with him seeking his counsel and he has always helped. We have shared a passion
to see the Church united, and he has invariably taken great personal risks to that
end. Making friends across divides always creates deeper bitterness from those who
disagree with either the friend or with you. Bishop Shannon knew this and yet was
unhesitating in his bridge building. I will miss him greatly in his post as Bishop of
Virginia, but will stay in touch with him and his wonderful wife, Ellen.
I rejoice over Shannon’s friendship, pray for his future, and pray with equal
delight for the incoming Bishop of Virginia.”

BY THE RT. REV. PAUL BAYES

– Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury
Photo: Julian Calder/Lambeth Palace

In 2014, I was installed as the eighth bishop of
Liverpool, in our lovely Cathedral. Present among the
bishops was a slim figure whom I did not recognize, but
who had come further than any other person present
to be with me in that new beginning. Shannon and Ellen
Johnston, together with Henry Burt, and accompanied
by Elizabeth Boe from the Episcopal Church office in
NYC, had traveled far to stand alongside their new
colleague. It was the continuation of a relationship
between our dioceses, and the beginning of a friendship
between ourselves, that I have welcomed and valued
enormously as a sign of what the Communion might be,
and might still become.
When talking about our Diocese and particularly
our Cathedral, Bishop Shannon will almost always end,
“You must go to Liverpool!” His gift for friendship,
his enthusiasm for Jesus and for our historic diocesan
companion relationship, has meant that his ministry was
always warmly received in England. As this chapter of
his own ministry draws to its close, I honour his warmth,
openness and commitment to conversation across
the waters of the world and the occasional storms of
division in the world church. It is a privilege to be in the
same Communion with him and his people.
At Shannon’s invitation, I joined the annual
gathering of Anglican Bishops in Dialogue, a group of
some 25 bishops from across the Communion who
meet, pray, share, laugh, discuss, listen and speak
honestly together. I know from the other bishops in
this gathering how much Shannon’s quiet and careful

8

It was...the beginning
of a friendship between
ourselves, that I have
welcomed and valued
enormously as a sign of
what the Communion
might be, and might
still become.
leadership has been respected, far beyond his own
Diocese, and beyond our own partnership. And I honour
him for this also.
According to my colleague Malcolm Rogers, (my
Canon for Reconciliation) however, it could all have
been very different…
Mal writes: “On one of his first engagements in the
Diocese of Liverpool, back in 2010, we managed to lose
his wife Ellen who had become trapped in the restroom
of a new parochial centre that Bishop Shannon had just
opened and dedicated. The official party had moved to
the nearby church before they realized she was missing!
“Then there was the (one!) time I was late
collecting him for the airport and his journey home.

FALL 2018 / VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN

Bishop Shannon likes to be early – very early – when
traveling, and those of you who know him very well can
imagine ‘the look’ I received when I arrived 30 minutes
late. Hardly a word was spoken during the rather fast
and furious thirty mile journey to Manchester airport!”
Even so, despite our Diocese almost losing his
wife and almost wiping him out him on the motorway,
Shannon has persevered with us. I take this opportunity
to mark, and to thank God for, our respect and affection
for each other as brother bishops, as leaders of our
respective dioceses, as founders of The Triangle of
Hope together with Archbishop Daniel Sarfo, and most
importantly, as friends. In the light of this relationship,
we are able gladly to say with Virginia Diocese: “Thank
you, Bishop, for all that you have given us these past
eight years.”
When a leader moves into another chapter of life
and ministry, the emphasis is inevitably on the past and
on the journey shared. But I’m delighted that Shannon
and Ellen will now be opening a new chapter, and I offer
prayers from Liverpool for that new beginning, and our
hope that it, too, will include visits and contacts with us
in north-western England.
As we all know, Shannon and Ellen have enriched
their ministry with their skill as musicians and their love
of music. So I end with a musical reference.

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN / FALL 2018

Back in 1972, when Edward Heath was Prime
Minister of England, Sir Herbert Howells was asked to
write a choral grace to be sung at a state banquet in 10
Downing Street, celebrating Sir William Walton’s 70th
birthday.
Both of these great composers are well beloved
by Bishop Shannon, and so it seems fitting that these
words of thanksgiving, slightly amended, should end
this tribute from all in the Diocese of Liverpool:
“May Shannon Johnston happy be, in health and
wealth and harmony.”
Thank you, Bishop, for your friendship, prayers
and support, shown to us in so many ways as we have
walked the way of Jesus together. May you and Ellen be
blessed – today and in the years to come.

The Rt. Rev. Paul Bayes is the Bishop of the
Diocese of Liverpool, England. The partnership
between the Dioceses of Virginia and Liverpool
is regarded as a model for “companion
dioceses” within the Anglican Communion.
Liverpool and Virginia also share a partnership
with the Diocese of Kumasi, Ghana. Together,
the three dioceses form the Triangle of Hope, a
ministry of reconciliation rooted in their shared
history in the slave trade of the 1800s.
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Reclaiming the
Church’s Voice in
the Public Square
BY AISHA HUERTAS

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.” Luke 4: 18
In the fourth chapter of Luke, Jesus delivers his first public speech, making it
quite clear that God had sent Him to care for the voiceless.
Jesus was a troublemaker – the kind whose example we should all
follow. He united, healed, fed and freed, regardless of those who despised Him
and denied his power, because He knew who He was called to be.
As Christians, we are called to advocate for the poor, the oppressed,
the imprisoned and the sick. In this way, we align ourselves with our Baptismal Covenant, which includes a promise to “strive for justice and peace and
respect the dignity of every human being.”
At a time when the whole world appears
to be in conflict and discord, Bishop Johnston’s
voice has exemplified how the Church can take
the first stand in fighting for those who cannot
fight for themselves. He acknowledges not a liberal or conservative bias, but a “Jesus bias” that
calls us to “seek and serve Christ in all persons”
and “love our neighbors as ourselves.”
Under Bishop Shannon’s leadership and
together with all of our bishops and many
of our clergy, we have unabashedly lived out
that bias. The years 2016 to 2018 especially
have been filled, not only with the opportunities, but with actions that have reclaimed the
Church’s voice in the public square.

At a time when the whole
world appears to be in
conflict and discord,
Bishop Johnston’s voice
has exemplified how
the Church can take the
first stand in fighting for
those who cannot fight for
themselves.
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The Diocese of Virginia was counted
present when changes in policy threatened the
dignity and safety of immigrants and we said
“no” to separation of families. Standing beside
Bishop Shannon in Charlottesville, the clergy,
laity and our brothers and sisters from different faiths took a stand against white supremacy, racism and hate. As a founding member
of the Bishops United Against Gun Violence,
Bishop Shannon led the way as we marched
to denounce the seemingly endless tragedies
wrought by gun violence.
And, just a few months ago, the Bishops
of Virginia wrote and spoke to members of the
General Assembly reminding legislators that
ensuring access for all to affordable healthcare is a moral duty and certainly within the
example of Jesus. We are proud that our efforts
helped to expand healthcare coverage to
include the 400,000 Virginians who fell in the
Medicaid coverage gap.
Certainly, taking these stands has not
always met with agreement, but they have
always stood along the way of Jesus. And that
should always be our guideline – not politics,
or partisanship, or history, or ideology. Who
has God called us to be? What has God called
us to do?
Through his words, acts and examples, Jesus invites us to be firm, strong and
consistent in our bias for Him. The goal is
never divisiveness. To do justice and to walk
humbly before God, we must watch, listen
and consider those who disagree with us.
Yet, we should know this: When issues pertain to our Baptismal Covenant and our call
to servanthood, the Church must speak and
stand faithfully.
With Bishop Shannon’s encouragement and leadership, we as the Diocese have
already become a voice for many Virginians.
Let us continue that work as Jesus’ disciples
on earth.
Aisha Huertas is the Director of
Mission, Outreach and Diversity for
the Diocese of Virginia.
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In Loyal OPPosition

Bishop Shannon and clergy of the Diocese stood in opposition to
the Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville on August 12

BY STEVE CLIFFORD

Those who know me will recognize the
irony in the fact that I am writing this
piece. I seldom agree with Bishop Shannon and
most of my disagreements stem from political issues.
In fact, his social activism nearly caused my wife and
me to look for another Christian denomination.
Rather than leaving, I decided to get involved
with the governance of the Diocese. We decided that
since we love our parish, and we love the liturgy and
the music of the Episcopal Church, we would figure out
how to remain in this Church. If I were allowed to speak
and be heard, my conscience would allow me to stay.
So I volunteered to be my parish’s
representative to Annual Convention and to the
Fredericksburg Region. Eventually, the region asked
me to be its representative to the Executive Board
and, in my second year on that board, I was elected
its vice president [The Bishop is president].
Serving in this capacity has taught me a lot
about Shannon’s leadership. Whether from the dais at
Convention or as the president of the Executive Board,
our Bishop has always
allowed me to perform
the role of “loyal opposition.” He listens and
takes all input seriously.
I know that a conservative’s voice is not likely to
win many debates in our
Diocese, but my voice has
led to resolutions being
amended in ways that
make them less objectionable from my perspective. This has allowed me to continue to exercise my
faith in the Episcopal Church, even when I disagree with
some of the politics.
In the process, I also learned a few things. I
learned to be a better listener to those with whom I
disagree. I also was challenged about my own views
and that caused me to do a number of “self-checks”
to make sure I really understood how my faith and my
politics could coexist. As a result, I am stronger both in
my faith and in my politics, and I really do have Bishop
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This has allowed
me to continue to
exercise my faith
in the Episcopal
Church, even when I
disagree with some
of the politics.

Bishop Shannon with
Steve Clifford
Photo: Dennis Springer

Shannon to thank for that. Being surrounded by
agreement doesn’t encourage growth.
When Shannon announced his intention
to resign, the Executive Board was as surprised
as everybody else. We also realized that our role
would change from being a merely consultative
board into one that would have some hard
decisions to make. As the vice president of this
body, my duty was to help guide us through
this process. I was able to spend time in private
conversation with Bishop Shannon.
What I discovered in these conversations
is that our Bishop is perhaps the most unselfish
person I have ever met. His number one concern
is the well-being of the Diocese. I may not
fully understand his reasons for choosing this
moment in time to retire, but I am very confident
that the decision was based upon prayerful
contemplation of how best to serve the Lord and
His people.
I still disagree with Bishop Shannon about
a great many things. That disagreement also
comes with tremendous respect. I admire his
conviction, his humility and his dignity as he
transitions to the next phase of his life. I am
grateful to him for the opportunity to serve in
this way and I am confident he has inspired more
people than he realizes to be better Christians.
Our Diocese is better for having him as our leader
for these many years.
Steve Clifford is Vice President of the
Executive Board of the Diocese and a
member of Christ Church. Spotsylvania
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The Shannon I Know

A Reflection on My Boss:
Shannon Johnston

BY THE RT. REV. DUNCAN M. GRAY, III

BY THE REV. DEACON ED JONES

Well before I met Shannon
Johnston, I heard reports of the new
young priest at the Church of the
Advent in Sumner, Mississippi, a tiny
farming community deep in the heart
of the Mississippi Delta. One long-time
member of the congregation told
me that he had been skeptical about
calling this young man from Alabama.
“Can anything good come out of
Alabama?” were his exact words.
But he told me he had been
pleasantly surprised by his intellect,
his preaching, his understanding of
liturgy and his personal dignity that
permeated everything he did. “We
don’t see that style around here very
much,” he mused.
Thus, I was not prepared to see
my new colleague for the first time at
our annual clergy gathering wearing
one of those bizarre and tasteless
“Cheesehead” ornaments for one’s
head that are more frequently
associated with drunken Green
Bay Packer fans in Lambeau Field.
It wasn’t the dignity of style that I
had been anticipating, but it was an
early hint that this priest and scholar
had, below that formal and dignified
demeanor, a sense of humor that
was surprising to his friends, and on
occasion, his congregation.
It was also an invitation to
include him in the continual round
of pranks, practical jokes and goodhumored teasing that, to this day,
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Thus, I was not prepared to
see my new colleague for
the first time at our annual
clergy gathering wearing one
of those bizarre and tasteless
“Cheesehead” ornaments.

Photo: Erin Kamran

is a distinguishing characteristic of
the community of Episcopal clergy
in Mississippi.
The story is still told in
Mississippi of Shannon’s great
admiration for former Presiding
Bishop Frank Griswold, who arrived
in Mississippi for my ordination
as bishop without his necessary
vestments. Shannon made a quick call

to his then church, All Saints, Tupelo,
to have his gold cope sent to him
so that he could offer it for Bishop
Griswold’s use at the ordination.
Bishop Griswold was deeply
appreciative of the gesture and did,
indeed, wear it at my ordination.
“Shannon will frame that cope,”
was the most common observation
afterwards. “He’ll never wear
it again,” was the unanimous
conclusion. There was even a rumor,
widely circulated, that Shannon had
scraped Bishop Griswold’s sweat
from his cope into a vial and had that
vial housed in a manner generally
associated with relics of the Saints.
Shannon received such teasing
in the spirit in which it was intended,
knowing that such comments were
signs, at least in Mississippi, of his
colleagues’ deep love and affection.
Shannon’s comeback, with very
thinly disguised pride and great
joy, was, “Bishop Griswold said my
vestments were nicer than his.”
But, of course, our relationship
contained this humor because it was
founded on things much deeper.
Very early on in our relationship,
I saw that same intellect that his
parishioner had told me about. His
mind was not constructed as to
allow simple answers or cliches to be
his response to the great theological
and social issues of our day.
continued on page 17
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My first in-depth conversation with

Shannon Johnston came in 2012. I was a
candidate to become a vocational deacon.
Part of that process was a home-stretch
opportunity to talk to the Bishop – the
person to whom I would vow my obedience.
As a then-64-year-old newspaper editor
and a longtime moderator of panels whose
members ranged from Bob Woodward to
Dr. Ruth, I never would have anticipated
being nervous about chatting with a bishop.
But I was. This was different from anything
I had done in my life.
After a few minutes of prayer and
conversational preliminaries, my nervousness
evaporated. This Southern introvert gave me
his laser-like attention. He mixed humor with
insight. (There was that reference to deacons
being “non-stipendiary,” which turned out
to be not a joke.) He dug down into my faith
without being intrusive. He gave me the sense
that he was more interested in my journey
than in my plans.
That spiritual journey has continued
these past six years in my roles as a deacon
and as Bishop Shannon’s chief of staff, and
that journey will continue after he retires
from his diocesan ministry on November 3.
I have learned many things from Bishop
Shannon during these years – that infinitives
were never meant to be split, that no one will
ever win a trivial-pursuit competition with
him about obscure 19 th-century presidents,
that it’s OK to be a person of faith who really
dislikes certain football teams, and that a
soft heart for pets is a good indication of a
positive outlook on life.
But the most important thing I have
learned from Bishop Shannon, as I suspect
many others have as well, is that we are all
on journeys that will never end. There’s a
healthy restlessness to faith that will never
allow us simply to rest on our foundations.
It’s a faith that grows by our being open
to new ideas, and being eager to listen to
others’ spiritually fed interpretations of call
that may differ from our own.
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I have learned from Bishop
Shannon…that we are all
on journeys that will never
end. There’s a healthy
restlessness to faith
that will never allow us
simply to rest on our
foundations.
Bishop Shannon’s oft-stated mantra
that “agreement is overrated” is not a
spiritual courtesy. It’s an essential ingredient
to growing our faith.
These are themes you can divine from
his pastoral addresses and sermons. But I
have seen them play out in everyday actions
at our headquarters at Mayo House day after
day after day.
As a member of the staff, I can witness
to the fact that he has been open to feedback
and suggestions. Even for his most personal
communication to the Diocese, his Pastoral
Address at Annual Convention, he often has
reached out to the staff for ideas. But the
words and the emphases must be his, as
chosen through prayer and reflection.
Being an Anglican is not easy in this
polarized world. It calls us, not only to
witness to the Gospel truths in our lives and
in the public square, but also never to lose
sight of the truth that there is so much more
that unites us at the foot of the cross than
divides us in our worldly debates. This is
the radicalism of the center – the ability of
Christians to be IN this world, even when we
are not always OF this world.
The power of Anglicanism is another
great lesson I have learned from Bishop

Shannon, and have observed in the way he
lives his life.
Bishop Shannon talks about the
“heroes” of his life – the men and women
who have inspired his work and faith.
Shannon Johnston has been a hero to me —
from my very first day on the diocesan staff,
when I accompanied him by train to a frigid,
sleety pilgrimage on the Washington Mall to
witness against gun violence. During one of
the prayers, I noticed the icicles on his face
as he bowed his head in deep reflection.
It has been the singular honor of my
life to work for and with a leader, a mentor
and a friend like Shannon Johnston. The
challenges often have been difficult. But the
foundation has been firm.
As he, and we, begin the next
chapters of our lives, I hearken back to that
conversation with him of six years ago,
and realize now what I didn’t know then:
The journey continues. There is no need to
be nervous.
The Rev. Deacon Ed Jones is
Chief of Staff and Secretary of
the Diocese.
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Un Episcopado
Transcendental
POR EL RVMO. DAVID JONES

E

El obispo Shannon Johnston
es un estudioso de la teoría de
sistemas. Reflexionando en
privado sobre un problema en
una congregación o con un clérigo, él
podría decir: “no creo que se trata de lo que
se trata.” Él hubiera intuido un problema
más profundo o un conflicto oculta. ¡Y
generalmente tenía razón!
Cuando el Obispo Shannon
asumió como nuestro obispo diocesano
inmediatamente se manifestó esta
sagaz forma de pensar. El heredó temas
candentes que demandaban su tiempo
y atención. Si no era un litigio, era la
cuestión de las bendiciones. Si no era
el tema de las bendiciones, fue el dolor
y las heridas causadas por la partida de
congregaciones, clérigos y amigos de la
Iglesia Episcopal. Además, tenía todas las
expectativas que tiene un nuevo obispo
y la carga diaria de la oficina. No tuvo la
libertad que tienen muchos obispos para
definir una agenda para su episcopado.
Su agenda ya estaba definida.
Afortunadamente, lo que la
diócesis necesitaba era su amabilidad,
franqueza, paciencia y sabiduría. Su
visión de una “carpa grande” era evidente
desde sus primeros días como obispo
diocesano. Nadie iba a ser excluido. Él
dio la bienvenida a la reflexión teológica
seria y a las interpretaciones diferentes
de las escrituras y de la tradición,
mientras que era bien claro sobre sus
propios puntos de vista. Esta apertura
a diferentes puntos de vista generó una
manera de seguir adelanto.

La partida de las congregaciones
de CANA fue un golpe para muchos
líderes diocesanos que habían
trabajado durante años para mantener
unida a la diócesis. Algunos se
sintieron traicionados y otros estaban
profundamente heridos. El obispo
Shannon reconoció esta necesidad con
amabilidad y cuidado. Él dispuso que la
diócesis sería un lugar seguro para todos
– liberales, moderados y conservadores.
Y todos fueron respetados igualmente.
Cuando asumió como obispo
diocesano, el tema de la bendición
de las relaciones de homosexuales y
de lesbianas estaba al frente y en el
centro tanto en la diócesis como en
toda la Iglesia Episcopal. La respuesta
del obispo Shannon consistió en pedir
una seria reflexión teológica por el
clero, su estudio en las congregaciones,
y en la participación del liderazgo
congregacional en las decisiones sobre
este asunto. Mientras compartía su
determinación de seguir adelante, honró
a los que se oponían rotundamente. Para
cuando la Iglesia Episcopal llegó a un
consenso, Virginia ya estaba dispuesta
para actuar globalmente y para dar
testimonio ante la sociedad.
A medida que su episcopado se
desarrollaba, la visión de una “carpa
grande” tomaba nueva vida. Él apoyó
decididamente el ministerio entre
universitarios. Alentó la proyección
diocesana hacia los cinco continentes. El
énfasis en el Triángulo de la Esperanza
condujo a relaciones más profundas

con Liverpool y Ghana. Esta visión
amplia promovió una reflexión seria
sobre el racismo en toda la diócesis y
al estímulo del testimonio público. Las
congregaciones respondieron a esta
visión con más y más proyección y
testimonio mundial y nacional.
El afecto que el obispo Shannon
siente por Shrine Mont fue muy
notable. Además de su presencia durante
los campamentos de verano, inició y
estimuló una campaña de recaudación
de fondos de capital muy exitosa.
Las relaciones con los consejeros se
profundizaron y con el pasar de los años
algunos antiguos consejeros decidieron
participar en el proceso que conducía a
la ordenación.
Un legado duradero del
episcopado del obispo Shannon
Johnston será la calidad del clero y el
liderazgo laico en toda la diócesis. El
obispo Shannon alentó y aplaudió la
excelencia.Ya sea en la preparación para
el culto, la planificación de un evento
o programa, o en la predicación, logró
que nosotros ofreciéramos lo mejor
de nosotros mismos. Virginia ha sido
ricamente bendecida por el ministerio
del Rvmo. Shannon Sherwood Johnston,
el decimotercer Obispo de Virginia.
El Obispo David Jones sirvió como
obispo sufragáneo de la diócesis de
Virginia desde 1995 hasta 2012. Ahora
está jubilado y vive en Burke, Va.

Reclamar la
Voz en la
Arena Pública
POR AISHA HUERTAS

“El Espíritu del Señor está sobre mí. Me ha ungido para
proclamar buenas noticias a los pobres; me ha enviado
a proclamar libertad a los cautivos, a dar vista a los
ciegos, a poner en libertad a los oprimidos.” Lucas 4: 18
En el cuarto capítulo de Lucas, Jesús hace su primer discurso público,
dejando muy en claro que Dios le había enviado a velar por los que no
tienen voz.
Jesús fue un alborotador – de la clase cuyo ejemplo todos debemos seguir. Él unió, sanó, alimentó, y liberó, sin tener en cuenta a los
que lo despreciaron y negaron su poder, porque Él conocía quién era el
que lo llamó a ser.
Como cristianos, estamos llamados a abogar por los pobres, los
oprimidos, los encarcelados y los enfermos. De esta manera, nos alineamos
con nuestro Pacto Bautismal, que incluye la
promesa de “luchar por la justicia y la paz, y
respetar la dignidad de cada ser humano.”
En un momento en que todo el mundo
parece estar en conflicto y discordia, la voz
del obispo Johnston ha ejemplificado cómo
la iglesia puede tomar el primer plano en
la lucha por aquellos que no pueden luchar
por sí mismos. El obispo no reconoce tener
una preferencia liberal o conservadora, sino
tener una “preferencia por Jesús” que nos
llama a “buscar y servir a Cristo en todas las
personas” y “amar a nuestro prójimo como a
nosotros mismos.”
Bajo el liderazgo del obispo Shannon y
junto con todos nuestros obispos y muchos de
nuestros clérigos, no hemos tenido vergüenza
de vivir esta preferencia. Especialmente durante

En un momento en que todo
el mundo parece estar en
conflicto y discordia, la
voz del obispo Johnston
ha ejemplificado cómo
la iglesia puede tomar el
primer plano en la lucha
por aquellos que no pueden
luchar por sí mismos.

Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Gustavo Mansella.
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los años 2016 a 2018 se han visto llenos no
sólo de las oportunidades, sino con acciones
que han recuperado la voz de la iglesia en la
arena pública.
La diócesis de Virginia se hizo presente
cuando los cambios políticos amenazaron la
dignidad y la seguridad de los inmigrantes y
dijimos “no” a la separación de las familias. En
Charlottesville, de pie junto al obispo Shannon el clero, los laicos y nuestros hermanos y
hermanas de diferentes credos tomaron una
postura contra la supremacía blanca, el racismo y el odio. Como miembro fundador de la
organización “Obispos Unidos contra la Violencia
Armada,” el obispo Shannon lideró el camino
mientras marchamos para denunciar las tragedias aparentemente interminables provocadas
por la violencia armada.
Y, hace apenas unos meses, los obispos
de Virginia escribieron y hablaron a los miembros de la Asamblea General y los medios de
comunicación recordando a los legisladores que
asegurar el acceso de todos a una atención
médica asequible es un deber moral y, ciertamente, parte del ejemplo de Jesús. Estamos
orgullosos de que nuestros esfuerzos ayudaron a
expandir la cobertura de salud para incluir a los
400.000 habitantes de Virginia que había caído
en la brecha de cobertura de Medicaid.
Ciertamente, tomar estas posiciones no
siempre ha sido bien recibido, pero siempre
han sido partes del camino de Jesús. Y esa
debe ser siempre nuestra pauta – no la política,
el partidismo, la historia o la ideología. ¿A qué
Dios nos ha llamado ser? ¿Qué nos ha llamado
Dios a hacer?
A través de sus palabras, hechos y
ejemplos, Jesús nos invita a ser firmes, fuertes
y coherentes en nuestra preferencia por él. El
objetivo nunca es la división. Para hacer justicia
y caminar humildemente ante Dios, debemos
mirar, escuchar y considerar a aquellos que no
están de acuerdo con nosotros. Sin embargo,
debemos saber esto, cuando los temas están relacionados con nuestro Pacto Bautismal y nuestro
llamado al servicio, la iglesia debe hablar y estar
de pie fielmente.
Con el apoyo y el liderazgo del obispo
Shannon, nosotros, como diócesis, ya nos
hemos convertido en una voz para muchos
habitantes de Virginia. Continuemos ese trabajo
como discípulos de Jesús en este mundo.
Aisha Huertas es la Directora de
Misión, Extensión y Diversidad de
la Diócesis de Virginia.
Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Gustavo Mansella.
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continued from page 12

October 21, 2018
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
The Standing Committee would like to thank all the staff and members of the Diocesan
leadership who worked with us to formulate the questions we have asked the candidates for
Bishop Provisional. And I would like to thank the sub-committee who worked to create such
insightful questions.
We would also like to thank the members of the Search and Nominating Committee for
the Bishop Suffragan, whose detailed background work and profile production have been such a
tremendous help to the Presiding Bishop’s office and to the Standing Committee as we seek to
find the individual who can work with us in the next phase of our lives in faith.
The Standing Committee has been working on your behalf, and with your best interests
in mind. As soon as we can announce the name of our Bishop Provisional, we will do so. In the
meantime, your prayers for us and for the process are always appreciated.
Work proceeds – faith and hope abound – and the Diocese of Virginia remains strong.
Faithfully,

Helen K. Spence
President, Standing Committee
Diocese of Virginia
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Committee is following is similar to
what happens in a parish when a
rector leaves, and an interim rector
is appointed by the Vestry.
In this case, the Standing
Committee has worked with the
Presiding Bishop’s Office of Pastoral
Development to identify individuals
who would be willing to serve as our
Bishop Provisional for approximately
three years, with extensions to that
time frame, if needed, to be voted on
at Diocesan Convention.
As with any process like this,
confidentiality has been kept to

In a pinch, then Presiding Bishop Griswold borrowed Bishop Shannon’s
gold cope to wear to Bishop Gray’s consecration in Mississippi.

There was some hope that Shannon might return to
Mississippi. His beloved All Saints, Tupelo, is looking for a
rector, and some were wondering...but it was not to be. Our
dear friend has found a new home.
May your life in Virginia in retirement be blessed, my
friend. But, just in case, we’ll leave a light on for you.
The Rt. Rev. Duncan Gray, III is the retired Bishop
of Mississippi.

Announcing
The Bishop Shannon S. Johnston
Fund for Youth and Young Adult Formation

The Process for Electing Bishop Provisional
Bishop Shannon Johnston has
announced that he will resign
as our Bishop Diocesan during
the diocese’s Annual Convention
in November 2018, and he will
fully retire on June 30, 2019. The
Standing Committee is seeking
a Bishop Provisional for election
at the November convention, per
General Convention Title III.13.1.
Over the past two months,
the Standing Committee has
worked closely with the Presiding
Bishop’s Office to ensure a smooth
transition. The process the Standing

His thoughtful approach to the presenting issues of
that time earned him great respect from colleagues. He
was admired by both liberals and conservatives as one who
could articulate, and live into, that deeply cherished via
media of our Anglican tradition.
There was, of course, a personal and more intimate
side of Shannon that he shared with me in a clergy support
group we called the Canterbury Way. A small number
of Episcopal clergy gathered in his office in Tupelo for
a number of years to hold each other accountable to
our spiritual disciplines, to talk about the challenges in
our personal and professional lives, and to be a primary
support community for one another. It was a holy journey
that I took with Shannon and the others. My life is different
and deeper because of those colleagues, including
Shannon, who walked with me.
There is so much more. As the evangelist John said
about Jesus, so would I echo about Shannon: “There are
also many other things, that [he] did; if every one of them
were written down, I suppose that the world itself could
not contain the books that would be written.”

preserve the privacy of all involved.
The Standing Committee will
present the name of one candidate
for the Diocese to elect, similar to
the way a Vestry would for a parish.
The Bishop Provisional will
be an experienced Bishop who
will have the canonical authority
of a Bishop Diocesan, and who
will partner with us in a thorough
diocesan review to enable us to
prepare for a healthy call for our
next Bishop Diocesan.
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Help us honor and celebrate Bishop Shannon’s
ministry in the Diocese of Virginia.
You can make a gift to the new fund
established in Bishop Shannon’s name to
support youth and young adult ministries
throughout the Diocese of Virginia. Specifically,
the fund will expand opportunities for youth
across the Diocese to participate in the Triangle
of Hope youth pilgrimage, grow our collegiate
ministries, and nurture emerging opportunities
for youth and young adult formation.

HOW TO GIVE
Make your check payable to the Diocese of Virginia
and include the memo: Bishop Shannon Fund. Send
your check to: The Diocese of Virginia, 110 W.
Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23220.
Go to www.thediocese.net and click on the
red “Donate” button and choose the Bishop
Johnston Fund.
Text DIOVA SSJFUND to 73256 to give
to the Bishop Johnston Fund using your
text messaging.

Questions? Contact
Stephanie Gurnsey Higgins at
1-800-DIOCESE. Ext.  1031.

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN / FALL 2018

17

administer the sacraments.
Mercer herself led daily services, prepared classes for confirmation
by the Bishop of Virginia, and actively welcomed local African Americans to
its services and an integrated Sunday School. She deeded the chapel to the
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia in 1844, and the church continued to serve as a
community and religious center until about World War II.
In the face of changing fortunes and demographics, Belmont Chapel
was abandoned, fell into disrepair, and, in 1963, was destroyed in a fire set
by vandals.
By the late 1980s, however, the area was developing into a new major
residential center in Loudoun County, and the Belmont property was the

St. David’s Discovers Its
Abolitionist Heritage
Margaret Mercer Provided Schooling and
Chapel for Girls and African Americans
in 1830s and 40s
BY JULIA RANDLE

The congregation of St. David’s, Ashburn,
joyfully celebrated its local “patron saint,” Margaret
Mercer, and its congregational antecedent, Belmont
Chapel, with the unveiling of a Virginia Historical Marker
last month. It was the culmination of a project three years
in the making.
Margaret Mercer (1791-1846) was a multi-talented
woman, devoted to education and the abolition of slavery.
The daughter of a former Maryland governor and slaveholder
– John Francis Mercer – Miss Mercer purchased the 1,000-acre
Loudoun County property called Belmont in 1836.
There she established a school for girls, instructing
both the “better sort” and those who could not pay for
education, and provided a comprehensive curriculum
of traditional female subjects, as well as science and
agriculture – subjects not normally taught to girls at that
time. In addition, she taught local freed African Americans
to read and write, and welcomed them at religious
services at Belmont Chapel.
A life-long Episcopalian, Mercer was committed to
the abolition of slavery, a belief which flowed directly from
her faith and spiritual life. She worked closely with the
American Colonization Society to free U.S. slaves and send
them to a new life in the African colony of Liberia, away
from the racial restrictions of the United States.
Belmont Chapel was another of Miss Mercer’s
creations. In 1840, she built the chapel on her property
and persuaded the rector of Shelburne Parish, centered in
Leesburg, to visit the chapel once a month to preach and
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Mercer built Belmont Chapel on her property in 1840 and she actively welcomed African Americans to
services there.
Photo courtesy of
Thomas Balch Library

Mercer herself led daily
services, prepared classes
for confirmation by the
Bishop of Virginia, and
actively welcomed local
African Americans to its
services and an integrated
Sunday School.
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The congregation of St. David’s, Ashburn, unveiled an historic marker on September 9 honoring the
Belmont Chapel and Margaret Mercer. Photo courtesy of St. David’s, Ashburn
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logical site for the re-establishment
of an Episcopal Church in the area.
So in 1990, a mission church under
the name of St. David’s was added
to the Diocese of Virginia.
Roughly 25 years since its
founding, the people of St. David’s
embarked on a mission to uplift
their Margaret Mercer/Belmont
Chapel heritage. The goal was to
illuminate that heritage to the
congregation and to connect that
legacy to the surrounding local
community.
A congregational committee
was formed to petition the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources
for a marker. The process required
the group to conduct extensive
research into the life of Margaret
Mercer, and the place of Belmont
Chapel in the life of the community
and the Episcopal Church in Virginia.
In that process, the congregation
uncovered more of its roots.
Local historians, as well as
the local historical institutions,
Thomas Balch Library and the
Loudoun County Museum,
both in Leesburg, augmented
congregational work with sources
and additional expertise.
In 2017, a four-week summer
series of speakers on Margaret
Mercer shared this knowledge
with both the congregation and
the wider community, including
members of the Loudoun County
Heritage Commission and the
Northern Virginia Park Authority.
The historical marker was
unveiled on September 9 of this
year, following St. David’s 11 a.m.
service. St. David’s parishioners
were joined by guests from the
wider Loudoun County community.
continued on page 25
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of the Church of England
Simonton and Colleagues Share Insights
from National Stewardship Conference
Julie Simonton, Director of
Congregational Development and
Stewardship for the Diocese of Virginia,
journeyed “into the world” of the
Church of England in July, traveling
across “the pond” to be part of
the Church of England’s National
Stewardship Conference.
Here, she shares new insights

gained on stewardship, along with
those of two colleagues from the
Church of England: Steve Pierce,
Director of Discipleship within the
Diocese of Liverpool (part of the
“Triangle of Hope”) and Richard
Jones, Parish Giving Adviser, Diocese
of Hereford. Steve and Richard work
within the more urban and rural

dioceses in England, respectively.
Both Steve and Richard will be
spending time in the Diocese of Virginia
during this program year. Richard will
be attending Diocesan Convention
during November and looks forward
to meeting as many members of the
Diocese as possible.

BY JULIE SIMONTON
VIRGINIA’S JULIE SIMONTON SEES RISKTAKING, MODERN STEWARDSHIP AND
CONTEMPORARY EVANGELISM
I was simply beyond excited to visit the Diocese
of Liverpool and the Church of England as part of our
“Triangle of Hope” partnership. Colleagues who had
already visited had shared their experiences abroad
with great enthusiasm. I set out with a hope of gaining a
greater understanding of the wider church, particularly
in connection with congregational development and
stewardship in the Church of England.
On my arrival in Liverpool, I was struck by a historic
city re-inventing itself for the 21st century. The diocesan
team was generous, enthusiastic and full of energy and
drive. Theirs is a clear, purposeful focus on mission and
growth, underpinned by an attitude of openness to new
ideas, creativity and taking risks. They are prepared to be
vulnerable, which shows itself in a willingness to try new
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A view of Liverpool from the top of the city’s Anglican cathedral.
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Churches are
enthusiastically
embracing the latest
technology available,
and as a result, are
many years ahead of
the Episcopal Church in
these areas of giving.
things, accepting that some things might not turn out as
expected – while other new ideas immediately flourish
and grow. An interesting feature of some work within the
Diocese is a growing number of partnerships with business,
retail and not-for-profit organisations.
A few days in, we swapped urban Liverpool for
rural Shropshire. An agricultural college there, set within
quintessential English countryside, was the location
for the 2018 Church of England National Stewardship
Conference. The conference theme was “Silver & Gold”
based on Proverbs 16:16: “How much better to get
wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver!”
The Bishop of Dudley’s presentation on environmental
stewardship and our care for creation and ecology was
marked by a clear focus and agreement on the important
stewardship aspects, in a healthy apolitical discussion.

(L to R) The Very Rev. Malcolm Rogers, the Rev. Steve Pierce, the Very Rev. Sue Jones
and Julie Simonton in a Liverpool café.
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The Church of England also gives clear prominence to
the importance of developing new ways of congregational
giving and it has made significant inroads into the provision
of electronic payment locations within many of its larger
churches and cathedrals. Churches are enthusiastically
embracing the latest technology available, and as a result,
are many years ahead of the Episcopal Church in these
areas of giving.
After the conference, there was a short time
available to visit the Diocese of Portsmouth and meet
Victoria James, Parish Stewardship Officer (who, since my
visit, was promoted to Diocesan Secretary).
The story of the Harbour Church, Portsmouth, is
one of evangelism in a contemporary culture and context.
This new church “plant” is located within a reinvigorated
and revitalized part of the city and is striving hard to
fulfill its stated mission aim “to play our part in the reevangelisation of the nation, the revitalisation of the
Church and the transformation of society.”
Since opening the doors in September 2016, the
church has grown from just 15 people to over 350 each
Sunday. Among its recent programs, the church has
opened a Harbour Coffee House, has begun reaching out to
vulnerable women, and has launched a project to support
ex-offenders. It’s living proof of a targeted diocesan
strategic plan and of intentional, contemporary evangelism,
firmly engaged with a distinct local context and need.
Before departing for Virginia, I spent the day in
London visiting Church House to discuss legacy giving
(estate planning), visiting with Diocese of London staff,
continued on page 22

Julie and the Rt. Rev. Graham Usher, Bishop of Dudley.
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continued from page 21

and then concluding with the Diocese of
Southwark’s giving officer. I returned from
my time in England feeling uplifted and
blessed by sharing in what God is doing in
so many wonderful ways and through such
incredible people. What a good, good Lord!

LIVERPOOL’S STEVE PIERCE ON
FALL PLEDGING
Marred only by England’s defeat
to Croatia in the World Cup, this year’s
conference did not disappoint.
Julie Simonton’s presentation
was as lively and accessible as it was
informative in exploring how stewardship
ministry is practiced in the States.
Although many historic denominations
in the UK are familiar with stewardship
campaigns, there is nothing comparable
to the fall pledge campaign.
Then again, as Julie spoke it became
clear that, beyond that difference in practice,
the fundamental dynamics of stewardship
– and the resistance in congregations to
stewardship – had a great deal in common.
What crossed the Atlantic was a shared
recognition that stewardship must be rooted
in discipleship, in a clear biblical framework
and a sense of the generosity of our God.
Two things stayed with me. The first
was the need to stay fresh in ministry – to
read, be creative and stay connected to
God. The second insight was the extent to
which the fall pledge campaign helpfully
locates good stewardship thinking in the
operational life and practical theology of
the local church.
I am sure for some the pledge is a
necessary evil and for others something
to be avoided! But you cannot escape the
core message that to be a disciple is to be
generous, that to be a committed member of
a congregation means resourcing abundantly
the ministry and mission of the church, to
follow Christ is to be caught up in his grace
and therefore in the grace of giving.
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Julie visits Church House and meets stewardship officers John Preston (right) and Eleanor Stead (left).

What crossed the Atlantic
was a shared recognition that
stewardship must be rooted in
discipleship, in a clear biblical
framework and a sense of the
generosity of our God.
A final takeaway for me was the Generosity Path which, of course,
originates in the USA and has been helpfully Anglicised and offers a rich
resource to develop personal generosity alongside our congregational
stewardship resources. To see something from the UK written for Anglican
stewardship programmes, check out the resources at Giving in Grace.

HEREFORD’S RICHARD JONES REFLECTS ON HIS VISIT
TO VIRGINIA
So much about joining in with God’s work in the world is about
relationships – healthy, flourishing and fruitful relationships. An occasion
such as a national conference gives ample opportunity to form and
strengthen professional relationships.
The clear importance of strategy and planning for mission and money
came across loud and clear at the conference and it’s every bit as relevant
for a parish too – something brought out by Julie Simonton in her excellent
presentation about annual, fall stewardship renewal, linked to budget
planning as part of an exciting local vision for mission.
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Here in the UK, stewardship and giving as part
of personal discipleship and growth in faith has been
very much a focus in recent times – rightly so; but at
the same time, we’ve lost a pattern of renewal as part
of an annual church cycle. I came away determined to
renew our efforts in this area.
Soon after, it was a joy to be able to arrange a
visit to the Diocese of Virginia with Julie Simonton,
spending time visiting
parishes – large, small,
rural and urban – and
meeting clergy and
local leaders to share
something of their
passion for mission and
ministry.
We discussed the
Richard Jones (left) with Bishop Johnston.
shape of ministry in
the future; working
together in teams, making better use of the amazing
array of skills God has put at our disposal to build his
kingdom and further encouraging the offering up of
these gifts in all sorts of the new ministries which God
might have in store for the church.
It was a particular pleasure to meet and come
alongside the outstanding staff team at Mayo House,
who are clearly a real asset to the Diocese of Virginia
and its parishes. The experience of a warm welcome,
and genuine interest and engagement with a process
of shared learning is something that will stay with me
for a very long time and has given a new impetus to
my work.
I commend to you a favorite resource I shared
with the staff team at Mayo House: Seven Sacred
Spaces. It’s a resource for personal discipleship, parish
group study and a parish development tool. Seven
Sacred Spaces is a contemporary interpretation of
ancient monastic practice and it’s designed to help us
all look afresh at our personal faith lives and the life of
our church, too. Do take a look and find out more at
https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/mission/7ss/
By looking at familiar things in a new and
different way, wrapped with prayer and biblical
resources, it’s possible we might see something very
different as we discern where God is calling us and his
church next as we seek to offer our most generous
response to his gift of Grace.
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For each one of us, the scope and size of “our
world” is as different as the people in it. Our
world can be among family and friends, at
church, in our neighborhood, or in any number
of communities nearby or around the globe – at
work, rest and play!
We can, of course, be hugely enlivened and
enriched in our faith wherever we serve God,
and in whatever “world” we find ourselves.
Opportunities abound to share and learn in any
direction we turn. Wherever in the world we
live or work and follow Jesus Christ, we always
have more in common than not.
Many of the exciting opportunities, as well as
the seemingly difficult challenges facing the
Church today spring from shared experiences
context. At the same time, though, it’s the
differences of culture, creativity, and language
that offer riches we’d never know otherwise.

Julie Simonton is Director of Congregational
Development & Stewardship for the Diocese
of Virginia.
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CLERGY TRANSITIONS

UPCOMING
Nov. 4: The Rev. Valerie Hayes’ first day as rector of Calvary, Front
Royal. Her last day as associate rector of Holy Comforter, Vienna,
was Sept. 30.

continued from page 19

Relax.

PAST
Oct. 22: The Rev. Justin McIntosh’s first day as rector of St. Paul’s,
Ivy. Justin previously served as the rector of Leeds, Markham.
Oct. 16: The Rev. Mark Wastler’s first day as chaplain of Canterbury
Episcopal Fellowship at St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville. Mark comes
to us from the Diocese of Maryland.
Oct. 1: The Rev. Anne West’s first day as vicar of Grace, Stanardsville.
Anne continues to serve as chaplain of the Blue Ridge School in St.
George, Virginia.
Sept. 30: The Rev. Deacon Katherine Ferguson’s first day as deacon
of La Iglesia de Santa Maria, Falls Church. Katherine was ordained to the
vocational diaconate on Sept. 29.
Sept. 30: The Rev. Deacon Lawrence Elliott’s first day as deacon
of Our Saviour, Charlottesville. Lawrence was ordained to the vocational
diaconate on Sept. 29.
Sept. 30: The Rev. Deacon Logan Taylor assigned as deacon
of Westminster Canterbury, Richmond. Logan was ordained to the
vocational diaconate on Sept. 29.
Sept. 30: The Rev. Deacon Karla Hunt’s first day as deacon of All
Souls’, Mechanicsville. Karla was ordained to the vocational diaconate
on Sept. 29.

You’re at Roslyn!
Personal retreat, vestry training or
parish picnic? Relax, Roslyn is right for you.
Located two miles west of Richmond and
miles away from the cares of the world!

Several speakers, including Loudoun County Board of
Supervisors Chairwoman Phyllis J. Randall; Supervisor
Koran L. Saines; Minister Gabriel I.H. Williams of
the Liberian Embassy; Julia Randle, Registrar and
Historiographer, Episcopal Diocese of Virginia; and
Virginia Congresswoman Barbara Comstock, detailed
different aspects of the history of this project, and of the
life and work of Margaret Mercer.
Of particular note was the connection made
by two presenters: Koran Saines, a descendant of
Virginia slaves who had been resettled in Liberia, and
Liberian Minister Gabriel Williams, who testified to the
resettlement efforts from the Liberian perspective.
After the outdoor unveiling, all shared a meal
of Liberian food prepared by Liberian members of the
congregation, as well as traditional fare donated by Toll
Brothers construction company.
St. David’s quest to uncover and uphold these
parts of its heritage parallels recent work in the Diocese
of Virginia to address the current issues of race and
inclusion. As observed by St. David’s rector, the Rev.

WINTER RENTALS
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and Historiographer for the
Diocese of Virginia.

You can give more for less.

IRA
Help multiply our mission with the

July 29: The Rev. Sarah Colvin’s last day as rector of St. Patrick’s,
Falls Church. Sarah began as rector of Holy Spirit, Vashon Island
(Diocese of Olympia), on Sept. 8, 2018.

The Rev. Peter T. Way, a retired priest of the Diocese of
Virginia, died October 6, 2018. Mr. Way was ordained to
the priesthood in 1972. He started his ministry as curate
at St. Anne’s Parish, Scottsville, then went to Grace
Church, Bremo Bluff, serving as Vicar from 1977 - 2001.
He returned to St. Anne’s Parish as Associate Priest from
2001 - 2011. He then served as Vicar of Christ Church,
Brandy Station, from 2012 until earlier this year.

Julia E. Randle is the Registrar

Call Today! 800.477.6296 RoslynCenter.org

Aug. 12: The Rev. Fanny Belanger’s last day as associate rector of
Grace/La Gracia, Alexandria. Fanny is discerning her next call.

IN MEMORIAM

Mary Kay Brown, it is hoped “that by recognizing
and celebrating Margaret Mercer and her key values
of education and inclusion and justice, we will be
empowered to carry forward these ideals which are
fundamentally Christian ideals.”
Meanwhile, St. David’s parishioners have noted
passing vehicles slowing to read the new marker and
to take note of the church behind it. Perhaps these
actions will prompt some of those searchers to explore
the spiritual life of St. David’s.

CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

That’s right, Shrine Mont has winterized
cottages available during our off season!
If you are looking for a ski weekend for your
church youth or just a family getaway,
see what Shrine Mont has to offer.

If you are 70 1/2 or older you may be interested
in a way to lower the income and taxes from
your IRA withdrawals. An IRA charitable rollover
is a way you can help our ministries within the
Diocese of Virginia and count your gift toward
the required minimum distribution.

Check It Out!

For available dates and rates visit our website
www.shrinemont.com/winter
For more information
reservations@shrinemont.com or 540-856-2141
Monday through Friday 8am
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For more information, please contact diocesan
Treasurer Ted Smith at 800-346-2313 x1046.
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Bishop Johnston
and his wife, Ellen,
take Chloe for
a stroll in their
neighborhood of
Church Hill.
Photo: Jay Paul
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