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A LE T TER
FROM B IS H OP

Dear friends in Christ,

SUSAN GOFF

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ calls us to
BE LIGHT (Matthew 5:14)
HAVE LIFE (John 10:10)
SHARE JOY (John 15:11)
And all so that Jesus’ Love will be known in the world.
In this time of significant change and disruption in our world, Light, Life and Joy are needed
in abundance. The weather crises that we thought would befall us in the future because of
climate change are upon us now. The political divide in our nation is growing sharper and
more unkind in this election year. The racism that infects our soul as a people and as a nation
is far from healed, and fears about the future of our beloved Church nip at our ankles. All of
these changes bring grief and uncertainty in their wake.
God has given us the gifts we need not only to endure in times of uncertainty, grief and
fear, but to be Light, to have Life and to share Joy. This edition of the Virginia Episcopalian is
filled with examples of how God’s gifts are being recognized, received and shared right here
and right now in worship, witness and work.
In the story about the Misa Guadalupana and in the resources for keeping a holy Lent,
we celebrate how worship and prayer draw our hearts to God and build community with God
and with other people, even as God increases our courage and resilience through them.
In the reflection about the living legacy of our brother in Christ, the Rev. Robert Dilday,
and the interview with Dr. Catherine Meeks, we see the hope-filled witness of two justicemakers and peace-builders. Such witness of the faith and action of good people reminds us of
what we can do and be through Christ who strengthens us.
In the sharing the creative ways that congregations of this Diocese are resourcing
God’s mission, the offering of ten ways churches can reduce plastic use and the story of how
congregations are using their land to serve wider communities, we get glimpses of concrete
work that people are doing to carry on God’s mission in God’s world.
These stories together fill me with thanksgiving for the creativity and commitment of our
congregations. They inspire me with growing trust that we will continue to be faithful partners
with God as we serve the world in Jesus’ name. They confirm that we are indeed Light, that we do
know Life and that we are sharing Joy through worship, witness and work. Above all, they give me
hope that God’s will is done in this time of disruption and change. May they do the same for you.
Let us pray.
God of light and life, God of joy and love, increase in us, we pray, the faith to see you at work
in the stories around us. Give us eyes to recognize your presence in each other and in the ordinary
moments of our daily lives. Give us courage and strength in these times of change, and empower
us to live with hope. Make us shine with your light. Make us burn with your life. Make us glow with
your joy. And all so that your love will be revealed more and more in this world. Amen.
Faithfully yours,
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U NA C ARTA
DEL OB IS PA

Apreciados amigos en Cristo,

SUSAN GOFF

Nuestro Señor y Salvador Jesucristo nos convoca a:
SER LUZ (Mateo 5:14)
TENER VIDA (Juan 10:10)
COMPARTIR SU ALEGRÍA (Juan 15:11)
Esto es para que el amor de Jesús sea conocido en todo el mundo.
En esta época de grandes cambios en el mundo, es necesario tener en abundancia Luz, Vida y la
Alegría. Las catástrofes climáticas debidas al cambio climático que pensábamos que sólo ocurrirían
en el futuro ya están sobre nosotros. Las divisiones políticas en nuestra nación son cada vez más
agudas y crueles en este año electoral. El racismo que infecta el alma de nuestro pueblo y nación
está lejos de ser sanado, y el temor sobre el futuro de nuestra amada Iglesia nos aflige. Todos estos
cambios acarrean dolor e incertidumbre.
Dios nos ha dado los dones que necesitamos no sólo para perseverar en tiempos de
incertidumbre, dolor y miedo, sino para ser Luz, tener Vida y compartir su Alegría. Esta edición
del Virginia Episcopalian está llena de ejemplos de la forma en que los dones de Dios están
siendo reconocidos, recibidos y compartidos aquí y ahora mismo por medio de la adoración, el
testimonio y el trabajo.
En la historia sobre la Misa Guadalupana y en los recursos para observar una Santa
Cuaresma, celebramos cómo el culto y la oración atraen nuestro corazón a Dios y construyen
comunidad con Dios y con otras personas y, al mismo tiempo, por medio de ellos, Dios aumenta
nuestro valor y resiliencia.
IEn la reflexión sobre el legado vivo de nuestro hermano en Cristo, el reverendo Robert
Dilday, y la entrevista con la Dra. Catherine Meeks, vemos el testimonio lleno de esperanza de dos
legisladores y constructores de la paz. Ese testimonio de la fe y de la acción de las buenas personas
nos recuerda lo que podemos hacer y ser a través del Cristo que nos fortalece.
Nosotros podremos vislumbrar ejemplos concretos sobre la forma en que la gente está
trabajando y llevando adelante la misión de Dios en el mundo de Dios al conocer las formas
creativas en que las congregaciones de esta Diócesis están haciendo realidad la misión de Dios.
Por ejemplo, las sugerencias sobre diez maneras en que las iglesias pueden reducir el uso plástico
y la historia de cómo las congregaciones están utilizando sus propiedades para servir más
ampliamente a sus comunidades.
Todas estas historias me hacen sentir agradecida por la creatividad y el compromiso de
nuestras congregaciones. Me inspiran con creciente confianza a saber que seguiremos siendo fieles
compañeros de Dios al servir al mundo en el nombre de Jesús. Confirman que en verdad somos Luz,
que conocemos la Vida y que compartimos la Alegría por medio del culto, el testimonio y el trabajo.
Sobre todo, me da esperanza saber que la voluntad de Dios se cumple en esta época de dificultades
y cambios. Que hagan lo mismo para ti.
Oremos:
Dios de luz y vida, Dios de gozo y amor, rogamos que aumentes en nosotros la fe para verte
trabajando en las historias que nos rodean. Danos ojos para reconocer tu presencia en los demás y
en los momentos ordinarios de nuestra vida diaria. Danos valor y fuerza en estos tiempos de cambio,
y danos poder para vivir con esperanza. Haznos brillar con tu luz. Haznos arder con tu vida. Haznos
brillar con tu alegría. Y todo para que tu amor sea revelado cada vez más en este mundo. Amén.
Fielmente,
Traducido por el Rvdo. Thomas Gustavo Mansella.
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Quest
The

for
Environmental Justice
Continues
The Living Legacy of the Rev. Robert Dilday

OP/ED BY AISHA HUERTAS

The Rev. Robert Dilday practiced what he preached.
He was a man of deep integrity, love of God, and commitment to justice. His
devotion to environmental justice and the care of creation has challenged some
people with power to see the world through a Jesus lens – a lens that demands
we all strive for a higher standard and that we not allow any child of God to be
abused or oppressed. Robert’s sudden death this past December fills us with
grief, but it also allows us the opportunity to meditate on how our own lives can
reflect the path of Jesus.
In its Summer 2019 issue, the Virginia Episcopalian featured a cover story
by Robert about environmental justice. In it, Robert detailed some of the events
surrounding Dominion Energy’s efforts to construct a compressor station for
the Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) in Buckingham County, Virginia.
Those who have followed the developments of the ACP or read
Robert’s article will know that activists have been fighting to put a stop to the
construction of the pipeline, concerned about the potential health hazards that
residents of this former freedmen community might suffer.
The community of Union Hill has peacefully and quietly existed in
Buckingham County as a refuge from pollution and noise. Neighbors and
residents describe it as a place where the air is so sweet that visitors have
difficulty leaving. It would have been easy to dismiss Union Hill, but Robert and
other priests from our Diocese didn’t. They felt compelled to follow God’s call
to seek justice and correct oppression.
Challenging the energy industry is not for the faint of heart. It certainly
takes a good amount of faith to do so in the name of Christ and to challenge
others, like an Episcopal Diocese, to do the same. Corporations, too, are filled
with children of God who need to be loved and heard. And, as the Spirit moved,
an invitation for deep listening was received.
Not long after the publication of Robert’s article, representatives of
Dominion Energy asked to meet with Bishop Goff for what will be an ongoing

The Rev. Robert Dilday was ordained to the
priesthood December 14 at St. Andrew’s,
Richmond. He immediately began his ministry
at St. Stephen’s, Richmond. He passed away
just seven days after his ordination, but his
profound legacy of advocacy for the care of
God’s creation has inspired others to carry on
his witness.

Photo: Jay Paul

Justice continued on page 4
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“When we as people of faith
speak both to those who feel
powerless and to those who
hold power… maybe we can
be a part of bridging divides
and finding real avenues of
healing for God’s creation.”
– Bishop Susan Goff

Justice continued from page 3

dialogue about providing necessary resources while protecting
God’s people and God’s creation. After the initial meeting with
Dominion executives, Bishop Goff then traveled to Buckingham
County to listen to neighbors and friends of Union Hill. What will
happen in the end, only the Spirit knows, but there is a purpose
to which all are being called.
“When we as people of faith speak both to those who
feel powerless and to those who hold power, both to the
perceived David and to the perceived Goliath, maybe, just
maybe we can be a part of bridging divides and finding real
avenues of healing for God’s creation,” Bishop Goff said in her
Pastoral Address to Convention.
In reflecting on Robert’s life, what is God calling you to
do to seek justice and correct oppression? What should you
be fearless about? Some things in life will call for us to stand
up to situations we might consider unjust and some things
should make us want to examine the areas in our lives where
we ourselves might unintentionally be unjust. How far are we
willing to go to follow Jesus?
The Rev. Robert Dilday lived and preached the word of
God that demands us all “to do justice, and love kindness, and
to walk humbly with [our] God.” Micah 6:8. May we all who
love Christ live a life that follows Robert’s example and never
strays from the path of Jesus.

Aisha Huertas is the Minister for Missional
Engagement for the Diocese of Virginia.
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In early December, Bishop Goff (left) and diocesan
representatives traveled to Buckingham County to listen
to the neighbors and friends of Union Hill.

WINTER 2020 / VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN

Light

The Spiritual Journey of Racial Healing
Diocese Consults with Absalom Jones Center
BY NANCY JENKINS CHAFIN
Clergy and lay leaders from across
the Diocese gathered in January for
the start of what may be a long-term
relationship to craft a new vision
for racial healing in Virginia. The
Absalom Jones Center for Racial
Healing is helping the Diocese to
design a meaningful and challenging
curriculum centered in spiritual
formation and to raise up effective
trainers in racial reconciliation.

WHAT IS THE ABSALOM
JONES CENTER FOR RACIAL
HEALING?
The Absalom Jones Episcopal
Center was established in the Diocese of
Atlanta in 2017. Its mission is to provide
coaching, mentoring and consultation
to dioceses and parishes that are revisioning or just beginning their racial
healing work. Since 2017, the Center has
worked in various ways with more than
half of the dioceses in the Episcopal
Church, from Virginia to California.
“This demand led us to construct
a process that helps each diocese to
design a racial healing program that is
best suited for them,” said Executive
Director Catherine Meeks.

reconciliation training to be provided
for leaders in the Church. The Absalom
Jones Center model was based on the
process that emerged in the Diocese
of Atlanta as it experimented with
different approaches.
“In the Diocese of Atlanta,
we have witnessed an amazing
amount of transformation,” said Dr.
Meeks. “Parishes have become more
intentional in their racial healing work.
Some of the change has resulted
from the shift in the nationwide racial
landscape, but much more of it can
be attributed to the ways in which
the former Beloved Community
Commission and now the Center
reimagined the work of racial healing
as a part of everyone’s ongoing
spiritual formation.”
Dr. Meeks says many parishes
are now developing their own book
studies, organizing pilgrimages and
other racial healing opportunities
without any prompting from the
Center. “This is a clear shift from the
attitudes that existed six to eight
years ago,” she noted.

HOW DID CHANGE BEGIN
IN ATLANTA?

WHAT KINDS OF THINGS
DO YOU TALK ABOUT IN
THE TRAINING FOR RACIAL
HEALING?

In 2000, the General Convention
of the Episcopal Church USA
published a mandate for racial

Trainings focus on emerging
understandings of the dynamics that
shape race relations, including:
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Dr. Meeks is the Executive Director of the
Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing.

•A
 historical overview of the
ways in which racism has been
institutionalized.
•W
 hite Privilege and its relationship
to the overall construct of racism.
• I nternalized Oppression - When
members of an oppressed group
accept or reaffirm negative stereotypes against their own group.
“We are thankful that the Diocese of
Virginia is taking on this sacred work in
a courageous and intentional way and
we are anticipating a very successful
journey walking alongside them as
they go forward,” said Dr. Meeks.

Nancy Jenkins Chafin is
the Editor of the Virginia
Episcopalian and Minister
for Communications for the
Diocese of Virginia.
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10 WAYS CHURCHES CAN

DUCE

PLASTIC USE
BY LORNE FIELD

Last November, the Creation Care

The Episcopal Church identified Creation Care
as an integral part of the Jesus Movement
Task Force presented Resolution 1 to
by resolution at the 79th General
th
the 225 Annual Convention of the
Convention in 2018. The Diocese of
Virginia reaffirmed its commitment
Diocese of Virginia, calling upon all
to stewardship of Gods’ Creation in
diocesan churches and facilities
passing Resolution 1 last November. It
is clear there is support
to discontinue use of single-use
for the idea of reducing
plastics and foam products.
plastic waste in our
diocesan churches
The intent is to encourage groups in
and facilities and
the Diocese to transition to reusable or
there is an opportunity
compostable alternatives to decrease plastic
for our diocese to
and styrofoam waste. The resolution passed
take a leadership role
with overwhelming support and follows a
nationally in doing so, but
similar resolution passed by the Episcopal
how do we do it?
Church, USA at General Convention.
Plastic is everywhere.
Since the 1950s, 8.3 billion
It’s the packaging our food
pounds of plastic have been produced
comes in. It’s the straw we get
worldwide and, because it is nonat restaurants. It’s the water
–
National
Geographic
biodegradable, most of it still exists
bottle at the church picnic. It’s
in some form.1 The vast majority,
the one-time dental flosser we use
91% of it, is never recycled and ends
after meals. It’s the throw-away
up in landfills, or by mismanagement,
spork in our box lunches.
ends up in the open environment and the world’s
Our convenience-driven consumer society is set
oceans.2 If plastic pollution continues at its current
up to depend on “disposable” plastic. Since the passing
rate, it is estimated that plastic will outweigh all
of Resolution 1, the feedback from churches has been
fish in the ocean by 2050. The styrofoam produced
positive, but there are questions about how to make the
today, which is also non-biodegradable and cannot
transition. The Creation Care Task Force offers these
be completely recycled, will still be present in the
action steps for congregations and individuals alike.
environment 500 years from now.

91% of plastic
is never recycled
and ends up in
		 landfills, or by
		
mismanagement,
		 ends up in the open
environment and the
world’s oceans.

1 Science Advances. July 2017.
2 National Geographic. July 2017.
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CHOOSE CANS OVER
PLASTIC BOTTLES.
A good practice for parish picnics and events
where water and beverages need to be
purchased in bulk. Many beverage companies
are now selling water and soda in aluminum
cans instead of plastic bottles. Most aluminum
cans are made from recycled metals and can be
recycled again. Aluminum breaks down faster
than plastic and is recycled at a higher rate.
Canned water is available from many vendors
on Amazon. While it is currently more expensive
than bottled water, the price might come down
as more people opt for cans over bottles.

TRANSITION TO GLASS,
CERAMIC AND STAINLESS
STEEL.
For day-to-day personal use and small
events, switch to glasses, plates and cutlery
that can be washed and reused. Americans
throw away 2.5 million plastic water
bottles every hour. Think about that at your
church’s next coffee hour. Glasses, ceramic
plates and mugs and stainless-steel cutlery
are far less wasteful – even when you
wash them. Buy washable travel mugs and
reusable water bottles for your personal
use, too.

DO NOT USE PLASTIC
STRAWS - OR ANY STRAW.

USE COMPOSTABLE
TABLEWARE.
This is a suggestion for churches and
homes with gardens. Plastic plates, cups
and cutlery can be replaced with paperbased alternatives that can be composted.
Check with vendors to see if you can
compost the products yourself or if they
need to be sent to a commercial facility.

PASS ON PLASTIC WRAP.
Simply wrap leftovers in aluminum foil or
place them in a reusable container with a lid.

TAKE REUSABLE CLOTH AND CANVAS BAGS
TO THE STORE.

Plastic straws can take 1,000 years to break
down and they are ubiquitous – whether
you ask for them or not. If you really need a
straw, consider disposable paper straws or
reusable stainless-steel straws.

Plastic bags are one of the most common killers in the ocean. Every
year at least 100,000 marine animals die from plastic entanglement or
ingestion. Worldwide, shoppers use 500 billion single-use shopping
bags per year. Most are not recycled and end up in landfills, or almost as
likely, the ocean. Use washable cloth and canvas bags instead. You are
more likely to remember them if you make a point to leave a few in your car.

WRITE THE RIGHT WAY.
Check office and Sunday school supplies
for unnecessary plastics. Disposable pens
and markers are usually made of plastic.
Use colored pencils instead of markers and
invest in refillable pens.

SWITCH TO PAPER PRODUCTS.
It might seem counterproductive to switch from one single use-product to another, but the intent
is to transition away from non-biodegradable products. Paper cups and plates go away – plastic
and styrofoam ones do not. Paper plates and cups are a sensible solution for large events when it
is impractical to wash a lot of dishes.

Want More Ideas?
Creation Care Lovers,
Save the Date!
October 17, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Roslyn Conference Center
8727 River Road Richmond, VA 23229
The diocesan Creation Care Task Force will host a
one-day conference on stewardship of God’s Creation.
The program will cover two tracks:
1. The intersection of theology and climate
2. On-the-ground implementation projects.
Details to follow in diocesan e-newsletters and at

DO NOT THROW AWAY THE SINGLE USEPLASTIC AND STYROFOAM PRODUCTS.
If you already have plastic and styrofoam products, use them. Throwing
them out would be wasteful. Use them up and give yourself time to
research alternatives.

BE SURE TO RECYCLE.
Sometimes plastic just can’t be avoided. Most dish soaps, shampoos
and other liquid products that we need come in plastic bottles. Check the
number on the bottom of the container and check with your local agency
to see if it can be recycled in your area.

Lorne Field is the Chair of the Creation Care
Task Force of the Diocese of Virginia.

w w w.thediocese . net.
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Room to Spare
Sharing Church Land and Buildings with Others to Further God’s Mission

BY NANCY JENKINS CHAFIN

Extra space is a common
blessing among Episcopal
Churches. Having extra space
allows for the birth of new outreach
ministries – a food pantry, a homeless
shelter or other forms of hospitality to
the stranger. Other times, churches
lend space to outside groups that
serve the community in meaningful
ways – for AA meetings, Girl Scouts,
affordable after-school programs
and summer camps. And sometimes,
churches rent space to groups, using
the revenue to fund church ministries.
Whether it’s using their facilities
to provide a home for a ministry or
renting space to generate funds for
ministry, our churches are employing
their physical assets in creative – even
unusual – ways. These are some of
the more innovative space-sharing
arrangements around the Diocese.

St. Paul’s, Haymarket, rents its Meade House to a local non-profit,
Carried to Full Term (CTFT), which provides long-term residential
services to women in crisis due to an unplanned pregnancy.

8

Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria - In response to
the loss of over 90% of affordable housing units in Alexandria, the
congregation of Resurrection took an extraordinary leap of faith: to
tear down their church building and use their land to build a 113-unit
apartment complex for working families. A new 5,000 square foot
church will also be built on the property. The buildings will be ready
for occupancy in the spring of 2021.

St. Paul’s-on-the-Hill, Winchester, and Wesley Housing
Development Corporation continue to work on their Senseny Place
project, a 63-unit affordable senior housing community and new
worship space for the congregation in Winchester. Wesley Housing
received an allocation of low-income housing tax credits and is
awaiting additional funding awards. It is anticipated they will break
ground in 2020.

Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, Alexandria, has hosted a
Muslim congregation for several years. They meet in the Parish Hall
on Fridays, holy days, and days of special devotion, such as during
Ramadan. The parish has sought to offer Christian hospitality to the
Muslim congregation, while also welcoming them as fellow children
of Abraham.

Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria, sacrificed their church building to build an
affordable apartment complex for working families.
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Abingdon Church, White Marsh, purchased the land adjacent to their church and established
a tree farm, which generates income for the church’s maintenance and ministries.

Epiphany, Herndon, is also home to New Hope Korean Baptist Church.
The two congregations have shared Vacation Bible School.

Epiphany, Herndon - With 40,000 square feet of space at
Epiphany, Herndon, opening the church doors to the wider
community is a full-time ministry in its own right.
•N
 ew Hope Korean Baptist Congregation worships
weekly at Epiphany. The two congregations have
historically shared Vacation Bible School and an
occasional worship service. Annually, New Hope
serves the Christmas day main meal for Epiphany’s
hypothermia shelter guests.
•E
 piphany regularly provides space for diocesan
ordinations. “We feel especially honored to serve as
a facility for the Diocese,” said Rector Hillary West.
“Hosting diocesan events is a good reminder to
Epiphany and all that we are a much wider church than
just here on this corner.”
•E
 very election cycle, Epiphany serves as a polling station.
Their worship space doors are wide open for anyone
who wishes to pray before or following their voting.
•T
 he 182-space parking lot serves as a way station
for the local police. Epiphany also permits homeless
people living in their cars to find a resting place in their
parking lot. The church collects a small fee each month
from neighbors who rent a space to park recreational
vehicles and large trailers.
•O
 n the occasional snow day when families are stircrazy, the church hosts a Bounce House Ministry. This is
advertised through neighborhood blogs and Facebook
for parents and caregivers with small children.

Abingdon Church, White Marsh, owns a tree farm.
The church decided to obtain the land adjacent to the
church when it became available. As it turned out, the
land is best suited for pine. The church relies on a timber
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management company to help with thinning, harvesting
and planting. The trees reach maturity in 30 years, but
they are thinned periodically, which produces income
as well. In 2019, Abingdon sold 38 acres of timber for
just over $50,000. Some of those funds will be set
aside for replanting. The rest will be used for long-term
needs, such as replacing the church’s 50-year old septic
system. Abingdon is also currently researching carbon
sequestration credits.

St. Andrew’s, Richmond - What’s
hiding in their steeple? The church
rents usage of their lofty spire to
Sprint and T-Mobile to house small
cell “towers.” Together, the two
transmitters generate nearly $38,000
in annual income.

St. Paul’s, Haymarket, rents its Meade House to a
local non-profit called Carried To Full Term. CTFT provides
long-term residential services to women experiencing
crisis as a result of an unplanned pregnancy. CTFT
provides a safe and structured environment for women
to make positive life plans for themselves and their
unborn children. Many St. Paul’s members volunteer their
time to help the moms and babies.

La Iglesia de Santa Maria, Falls Church, focuses on
providing onsite health services through partnership with
health providers. Area residents can receive screenings, flu
vaccines, developmental evaluations for children, and even
dental checks – all free of charge. Santa Maria’s Health
Ministry is led by 16 church members who also arrange
health fairs, nutrition consultation and drug awareness
programs. Santa Maria also provides assistance with
registering for low-cost health care.

Room continued on page 23

9

Joy

God’s Abundant Harvest
Creation Care and Land Stewardship Ministries Around the Diocese
BY BRIAN SELLERS-PETERSEN

Christianity is a food religion. A faith based
around a meal table. Birthed in the agrarian
life of ancient Palestine. I grew up thinking
that Joseph and Jesus were carpenters, but
I have come to understand them as farmers
who had a side-hustle carpentry shop.
As I read and listen to the gospels, there are not
many stories about carpentry, but lots rooted in soil, food
and eating. Mary and Joseph and their neighbors were
subsistence farmers, not unlike many in our global family.
I grew up in the land of church potlucks and
casseroles – Minnesota. In the Methodist Church of my
youth, coffee and donuts after worship were a weekly
sacrament. It’s the same in our Episcopal tradition – plus,
we share food at the Eucharistic table every week and just
about every time we gather for worship.
During the past 20 years of my work with
Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) and the Diocese
of Olympia, I have visited hundreds of parishes,
schools, camp and conference centers, monasteries
and community outreach ministries. Of those ministries
that reach into the community, the most common have
to do with food – food pantries, meals, community
gardens, support for food bank affiliates and ERD’s
global hunger alleviation programs.
In some way, we are all called to live out the feeding
of the five thousand, where “all ate and were filled; and
they took up what was left over.” (Matthew 14:13-21) We
are all a part of God’s supply chain of abundant life.

STEWARDING CHURCH LAND IN VIRGINIA
The fact is, the Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Church globally own a lot of land. As stewards of all this
land, we are called to care for all of creation. The question
is how to best steward this outstanding resource to
benefit our communities and give glory to God.
In the Diocese of Virginia, I’ve learned of countless
examples of creation care and land stewardship that
impacts God’s creation in their communities and beyond.
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These are a few inspiring ideas from your sister congregations.
Through their wood ministry, volunteers at Church of
Our Saviour, Montpelier, provide many loads of
firewood to neighbors to heat their homes. The wood
ministry team sources available trees at remote locations,
splits firewood at the church’s wood yard, and delivers
truckloads of wood to those in need. The church also grows
a variety of vegetables and herbs, which are donated to the
local food pantry.
Through their Environmental Stewardship Program, the
lower, middle and upper schools of St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes School in Alexandria have each adopted a tributary
of the Potomac River. Students, faculty and families assist in
regular clean-ups of litter and debris, which has totaled over
900 pounds of trash. All students and faculty compost food
waste at lunch in all the dining halls.
At St. Anne’s, Reston, the bee-keeping team cares
for their parish hives and works with the church grounds
committee to improve pollinator habitat around the church.
The congregation actively supports them by making sugar
syrup and sugar candy to augment the bees’ diet.
In 2015, Holy Comforter, Richmond, established a rain
garden in partnership with the Alliance for the Chesapeake
Bay. It includes 250 square feet of native plants. These
gardens also prevent overflow into storm sewers, treat
water by filtration, decrease lawn area, and provide native
plants for bees, wasps, butterflies and other pollinators.

A Conversation on
Faith and Food – A Webinar
Wednesday, March 18, 7 p.m.

If you have an idea for a food or land ministry, or want to learn
more about ministries in this realm, join this conversation with the
agrarian ministry expert, Brian Sellers-Petersen. In this Diocese
of Virginia webinar, he’ll share more stories of churches across
the country that are creatively using their land and property to
grow food, feed the hungry and care for the environment. For
webinar details, go to thediocese.net.
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St. Peter’s, Port Royal, donates funds to the processing costs for
venison to bring it to food shelters, soup kitchens and food banks. The
church’s Village Harvest is a food distribution program that offers market
style “shopping” to recipients.

St. Andrew’s, Arlington, turned an unused plot of land into the first
church garden participating in the Arlington Food Assistance Center’s Plot
Against Hunger. The garden yielded more than 3,000 pounds of produce in
2019. The church recently added an-apple tree grove.
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At Goodwin House, Alexandria, a retirement community of the
Diocese, fruit and vegetables are grown in the residents’ garden boxes,
and food grown in the main kitchen garden is used in meals for residents.

The Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration serves as an
icon of God’s creation for all of the Episcopal Church. One example of
Shrine Mont’s commitment to stewardship of creation is their work to
protect the North Fork of the Shenandoah River Watershed. Strategically
placed rain barrels throughout the facility conserve water and reduce
stormwater runoff keeping things like oil, fertilizer and pesticides from
flowing into streams, lakes and other nearby bodies of water. Shrine Mont
uses the collected rainwater for its gardens and trees.
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The University of the South and their domain consists of 13,000 acres
with a strong commitment to environmental sustainability that includes
land-use planning, drinking water procurement, wastewater processing, food
production, natural resource extraction and biodiversity protection.
In the Diocese of Iowa, church-based “Pocket Prairies” have the
power to sequester carbon, provide habitat for wildlife, prevent erosion
and supply clean water.
In 1705, Queen Anne of England donated 215 acres of prime Manhattan
farmland to Trinity Parish on Wall Street. Trinity has employed this land asset
to the benefit of the Anglican Communion globally to the tune of millions
of dollars in grants. They also have a conference center, farm and donkey
sanctuary in West Cornwall, Connecticut.
Look around your community and beyond – you can find wonderful
examples of land stewardship for the benefit of the community, as well as
under-utilized land that can be stewarded in a way that brings abundance
to your community.
Brian Sellers-Petersen, author of Harvesting Abundance: Local Initiatives
of Food and Faith, currently serves as Agrarian Missioner in the Episcopal
Diocese of Olympia. Brian was a keynote speaker at the Diocese of
Virginia’s Annual Convention in November 2019.
Ill: Vecteezy.com
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MORE CREATION CARE MINISTRIES AROUND
THE COUNTRY
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A Beloved Tradition
La Iglesia de San Gabriel Celebrates its Past, Present and Future
BY NANCY JENKINS CHAFIN

“At four in the afternoon on December 12,
everything was ready for the celebration of the day
of the Virgin of Guadalupe, the empress and patron
of the Americas. The entire community participated
with joy, love and excitement, in the same way one
prepares for a great party,” recalls the Rev. Ema
Rosero-Nordalm. “Many hands crumbled paper
and made them into stones resembling the hill of
Tepeyac. Others painted the paper with dark and
bright colors. A path of fragrant flowers invited us to
pray and feast on the beauty of God’s creation.”
The annual Feast of the Virgin of Guadalupe
is an important day in the life of San Gabriel / St.
Gabriel’s, Leesburg. The congregation held its
first Guadalupe Mass in 2015 to launch its Spanish
language service.
The Misa Guadalupana was requested by San
Gabriel’s Latino ministry launch team to honor the
religious traditions of new members. La Virgen de
Guadalupe is celebrated in many Latino countries.
The congregation honors her with a Eucharistic
service and live Mariachi music followed by a fiesta
of traditional foods and loving hospitality.
“I am Mexican, and I grew up celebrating the
feast of la Virgen de Guadalupe,” said Adán Cortés
Bustamante, a founding member of San Gabriel.
“Upon moving here, I realized that we risk losing our
religious values and traditions. At San Gabriel, I have
the opportunity to keep the faith and traditions and
to help others do the same.”
In the tradition of this feast, the altar is
transformed to depict the story of the Virgin of
Guadalupe. Adán is an artist and creator of the altar
for the San Gabriel service. “I enjoy experimenting
with different techniques to create a variety of
backdrops recreating the place where the Virgin

14

History of the Feast of
the Virgin of Guadalupe
In 1531, Juan Diego, a devout and humble Mexican,
encountered the Virgin of Guadalupe on Mount
Tepeyac. She asked him to visit the archbishop on her
behalf and request a church be built there.
The archbishop was incredulous, demanding
proof. When Juan shared this with the Blessed Mother,
she encouraged him to advocate further on her behalf.
Upon returning to the mountain, Juan found
Our Lady had covered the mountain with roses,
which were neither native to the area nor in season.
Our Lady asked Juan Diego to take the roses to the
archbishop. So he gathered the roses in his poncho.
He returned to the archbishop and, when he
opened his poncho to reveal the miraculous roses,
there was something more miraculous – an image of
the Blessed Virgin imprinted on his cloak. The Bishop
felt this was proof of the miraculous encounter and
approved the construction of what is today the famous
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

met Juan Diego, the peasant who was charged to speak
with the bishop of Mexico and propose raising a basilica
for La Guadalupe.”
The event holds a special place in the hearts of St.
Gabriel’s native English speakers as well. “I’m thrilled that
St. Gabriel’s provides this opportunity to experience a faith
tradition that is different from anything I experienced growing
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St. Gabriel’s is authentically inclusive. Members of the All Dulles Area Muslim Society’s
Interfaith Scouts joined Bishop Goff and Father Daniel at the 2019 Guadalupe Mass.

Parishioners and members of the Mariachi band line up outside the church for
the procession.

Master Art Director, Adán Cortés, puts the final touches on the scenery depicting the
mountain where Juan Diego met Our Lady.

Children in traditional Mexican attire join Father Daniel for the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

up! …it’s wonderful to be exposed to the Spanish language
and LatinX cultures,” says Senior Warden Anne Donahue,
who brings her two small children with her to the service.

A BILINGUAL, MULTICULTURAL
CONGREGATION
Founded in 2002 as a mission of St. James’, Leesburg,
San Gabriel / St. Gabriel’s is today the first bilingual,
multicultural Episcopal congregation in Loudoun County.
San Gabriel doesn’t have a building (yet), but worships in
several locations. An English-language service is held each
Sunday morning at the Belmont Ridge Middle School. The
weekly Spanish-language service is held Sunday afternoons
at St. James’. In the warm months, they worship outdoors
one Saturday a month at the Chapel in the Woods.
San Gabriel holds about 12 bilingual services during
the year in which the whole congregation comes together.
Although their regular worship spaces are six miles apart,
the congregants also come together for community
service programs and fun social events.
In its 18 years of ministry, San Gabriel has adhered
to an identity of authentic inclusion and to its mission to:
“Encounter God, build meaningful relationships, and make
a difference in the world” through inspiring worship, faith-
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building discipleship, warm fellowship, heartfelt pastoral
care, active evangelism, outreach, and service.
“Our Christian identity is most visible through the
social justice and service ministries provided to the most
vulnerable,” said St. Gabriel’s Vicar, the Rev. Daniel VélezRivera. The whole congregation engages in social justice
ministries that include packing food for Rise Against
Hunger, collaborating with the Loudoun Hunger Relief, ESL,
citizenship preparation classes, GED courses, computer
literacy for adults, Spanish language school for children, and
pro-bono or low-cost legal representation for immigrants.
“At the core of everything we do and say is the
presence of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,” said Father
Daniel. “We value human diversity just as Jesus did, and
we seek to be a church that reflects the breadth of those
who live in our community. We welcome all people as
God made them and as they identify in the world, without
conditions or barriers.” Before every Eucharist, Father
Daniel says, “All are welcome to the table because it is not
ours, it is God’s table.”
The Feast of Guadalupe is representative of the
inclusivity and joy that permeates this congregation. San
Gabriel invites people of many faiths and cultures to join
them for the Feast Day.

Tradition continued on page 16
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Tradition continued from page 15

“I was overjoyed to see such a diverse mix of
people come together, and especially to meet our Muslim
brothers and sisters,” said Donohue.
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff was the celebrant that day.
“It was a joy beyond measure for me to celebrate la misa
Guadalupana with the wildly diverse congregation. People
from many walks of life and many languages were present,
so preaching in both English and Spanish was a must –
and a delight. The energy in the room, the love for Jesus
and for his mother, and the love for one another across
differences was palpable. I can’t wait to see what the Spirit
is up to as this service continues to grow.”
When Vélez-Rivera joined St. Gabriel´s in 2012, the
average attendance was about 20 people. Today’s average
Sunday attendance at both services is close to 130 people.
The growth in the English Sunday service has not
been as fast as the Spanish language service, said Father
Daniel, primarily because most people don’t like worshiping
in a school cafeteria and secondly because English-speakers
have so many options for places to worship.
“Spanish-speakers on the other hand have a handful
of options in Leesburg and Loudoun County and those
options are theologically restrictive. Attendance at that
service has blossomed because our worship is open to all

without barriers and the setting is beautiful St. James’
Episcopal Church!” said Vélez-Rivera.

A PERMANENT HOME FOR SAN GABRIEL
Before her death in 2012, Mary Harris, an active
member of St. James’, bequeathed 12 acres of land to the
Diocese of Virginia on San Gabriel’s behalf. Her heirs are
in the process of deeding the land to the Diocese in the
spring of 2020 and Saint Gabriel’s will finally begin the
journey of a capital campaign to build a church that will
be as much a place of worship as it will be a community
center for non-profit groups to provide needed services.
“We invited our local government and nonprofit
partners into our congregation’s visioning exercise to
get their input regarding the prominent needs in the
county,” said Father Daniel. “Our dream is to have a
church that will serve all of God’s children, in multiple
languages, people with diverse abilities and experiences,
cultures and traditions with Christian joy, dignity, love,
respect, honor and passion.”
Nancy Jenkins Chafin is the Editor of the Virginia
Episcopalian and Minister for Communications for the
Diocese of Virginia.
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Una Fiesta de Alegría
San Gabriel Celebra su pasado, presente y un futuro hogar
POR NANCY JENKINS CHAFIN

“A las cuatro de la tarde del 12 de diciembre,
todo estaba listo para la celebración del día de
la Virgen de Guadalupe, emperatriz y patrona de
las Américas. Toda la comunidad participó con
alegría, amor y emoción, de la misma manera
que uno se prepara para una gran fiesta”,
recuerda la reverenda Ema Rosero-Nordalm.
“Muchos fieles estrujaron trozos de papel para
convertirlas en piedras que se asemejaban a
la colina de Tepeyac. Otros pintaron el papel
con colores oscuros y brillantes. Un camino de
flores fragantes nos invitó a orar y deleitarnos
con la belleza de la creación.”
La fiesta anual de la Virgen de Guadalupe
es un día importante en la vida de San Gabriel /
St. Gabriel, Leesburg. La congregación celebró
su primera Misa de Guadalupe en 2015 para
iniciar sus celebraciones en español.
La Misa Guadalupana fue un pedido
especial del equipo de lanzamiento del
ministerio latino de San Gabriel para honrar
las tradiciones religiosas de los nuevos
miembros. La Guadalupe se celebra en
muchos países latinos. La congregación lo
hace con una Eucaristía, mariachis, seguido
de una fiesta de comidas tradicionales y una
generosa hospitalidad.
“Soy mexicano, y crecí celebrando la
fiesta de la Virgen de Guadalupe”, dijo Adán
Cortés Bustamante, miembro fundador de San
Gabriel. “Al mudarme aquí, me di cuenta de que
corremos el riesgo de perder nuestros valores
y tradiciones religiosas. En San Gabriel, tengo la
oportunidad de mantener la fe y las tradiciones
y ayudar a los demás a hacer lo mismo”.
Fiesta continúa en la página 18
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Historia de la Fiesta
de Guadalupe
En 1531, Juan Diego, un mexicano devoto y
humilde, se encontró con la Virgen de Guadalupe
en el Monte Tepeyac. Ella le pidió a Juan que en
su nombre visitara al arzobispo pidiendo que en
ese lugar se construyera una iglesia.
El arzobispo no creyó el mensaje, exigiendo
pruebas. Cuando Juan le contó lo sucedido
a la Santísima Madre, ella lo animó a seguir
abogando en su nombre.
Al regresar a la montaña, Juan descubrió
que la Virgen había cubierto la montaña con
rosas, que no eran nativas de la zona ni en
temporada. La Virgen le pidió a Juan Diego que
llevara las rosas al arzobispo. Así que reunió las
rosas en su poncho.
Juan regresó junto al arzobispo y, cuando
abrió su poncho para mostrar las rosas
milagrosas, hubo algo más milagroso: una
imagen de la Santísima Virgen impresa en su
manto. El Obispo sintió que esto era prueba del
encuentro milagroso y aprobó la construcción
de lo que hoy es la famosa Basílica de Nuestra
Señora de Guadalupe.

Traducido por el Rvdo. Thomas Gustavo Mansella.
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La iglesia San Gabriel’s es auténticamente inclusiva. Miembros de la Sociedad
Musulmana All Dulles Area’s Interfaith Scouts junto con la Obispa Goff y al Padre
Daniel en la Misa de Guadalupe 2019.

Los feligreses y los miembros de la banda de mariachis se prepara para la
procesión afuera de la iglesia.

Fiesta continuá de la página 17

En la tradición de esta fiesta, el altar se
transforma para representar la historia de la Virgen
de Guadalupe. Adán es artista y creador del altar para
el culto en San Gabriel. “Disfruto experimentando
con diferentes técnicas para crear una variedad
de trasfondos recreando el lugar donde la Virgen
conoció a Juan Diego, el campesino al que se encargó
de hablar con el obispo de México y proponer la
edificación de una basílica para La Guadalupe”.
El evento tiene un lugar especial en los
corazones de los miembros de habla inglesa de St.
Gabriel. “Estoy encantado de que San Gabriel brinde
la oportunidad de experimentar una tradición de fe
que es diferente a cualquier cosa que experimenté al
crecer! ... es maravilloso estar expuesta a la lengua
española y a las culturas LatinX”, dijo Anne Donahue,
Guardián Mayor de la iglesia y quien lleva a la
celebración a sus dos hijos pequeños.

UNA CONGREGACIÓN MULTICULTURAL
Y BILINGÜE
Fundada en 2002 como una misión de St.
James’, Leesburg, San Gabriel / St. Gabriel’s es
hoy la primera congregación episcopal bilingüe y
multicultural en el condado de Loudoun. San Gabriel
no tiene un edificio (todavía), pero adora en varios
lugares. Todos los domingos por la mañana se celebra
el culto en inglés en la Escuela Secundaria Belmont
Ridge. El culto en español se celebra los domingos por
la tarde en St. James’. En los meses cálidos, adoran al
aire libre un sábado al mes en la Capilla del Bosque.
Durante el año San Gabriel organiza alrededor
de 12 cultos unidos bilingües. Aunque sus espacios de
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adoración regulares están a seis millas de distancia,
los congregantes también se reúnen para programas
de servicio comunitario y otros eventos sociales.
En sus 18 años de ministerio, San Gabriel se ha
adherido a una identidad de inclusión auténtica y a
su misión: “Encuentra a Dios, establece relaciones
importantes y crea un mundo diferente” a través de
la adoración inspiradora, un discipulado que fortalece
la fe, un cálido compañerismo, una bondadosa
atención pastoral, el evangelismo activo, la obra
social y el servicio a la comunidad.
“Nuestra identidad cristiana es más visible a
través del ministerio de justicia social y el servicio
ofrecido a los más vulnerables”, dijo el Vicario de
San Gabriel, el Reverendo Daniel Vélez-Rivera. Toda
la congregación participa en el ministerio de justicia
social que incluyen envasar alimentos para Rise
Against Hunger, colaborar con Loudoun Hunger
Relief, cursos de inglés, clases de preparación para la
ciudadanía, cursos del diploma de escuela secundaria
(GED), alfabetización informática para adultos, escuela
de idioma español para niños, y representación legal
gratuita o de bajo costo para los inmigrantes.
“En el centro de todo lo que hacemos y
decimos está la presencia de Jesucristo nuestro
Señor y Salvador”, dijo el Padre Daniel. “Valoramos
la diversidad humana tal como lo hizo Jesús, y
buscamos ser una iglesia que refleje la amplia
variedad de todos los que viven en nuestra
comunidad. Damos la bienvenida a todas las
personas como Dios las hizo y como se identifican
en el mundo, sin condiciones ni barreras”. Antes
de toda Eucaristía, el Padre Daniel dice: “Todos son
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El Director Artístico, Maestro Adán Cortés, pone los toques finales a la escenografía
que representa la montaña donde Juan Diego conoció a la Virgen.

Los niños con atuendo tradicional mexicano junto con Padre Daniel
durante la fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe.

bienvenidos a la mesa porque no es nuestra, es la
mesa de Dios.”
La Fiesta de Guadalupe es representativa de la
inclusividad y alegría que impregna esta congregación.
San Gabriel invita a personas de muchas religiones y
culturas a unirse con ellos para la Fiesta.
“Me alegró mucho ver a una mezcla tan
diversa de personas que se unen, y especialmente
para conocer a nuestros hermanos y hermanas
musulmanes”, dijo Donohue.
La Reverendísima Susan Goff fue la celebrante
ese día. “Fue una alegría incalculable para mí celebrar
la Misa Guadalupana con una congregación tan
diversa. Estaban presentes muchas personas de
muchos ámbitos de la vida y muchos idiomas, por
lo que la predicación en inglés y español era una
necesidad, y una delicia. Era muy palpable la alegría
en el culto, el amor por Jesús y por su madre, y el amor
el uno por el otro en medio de las diferencias. Estoy
impaciente en ver lo que el Espíritu está haciendo a
medida que esta comunidad siga creciendo”.
Cuando Vélez-Rivera llegó a San Gabriel en el
2012, la asistencia promedio era de unas 20 personas.
Hoy en día el promedio de asistencia dominical en
ambos servicios es cercano a 130 personas.
El crecimiento en el culto dominical en inglés no
ha sido tan rápido como el servicio de español, dijo el
Padre Daniel, principalmente porque a la mayoría de la
gente no le gusta adorar en una cafetería de la escuela
y en segundo lugar porque las personas que hablan
inglés tienen muchas alternativas para asistir al culto.
“Los hispanohablantes, por otro lado, tienen
pocas alternativas en Leesburg y en el condado

de Loudoun y esas opciones son teológicamente
restrictivas. ¡La asistencia al culto ha crecido porque
nuestra adoración está abierta a todos sin barreras
y lo hacemos en la hermosa Iglesia Episcopal St.
James!”, dijo Vélez-Rivera.
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UN HOGAR PERMANENTE PARA
SAN GABRIEL
Antes de su muerte en 2012, Mary Harris,
que era un miembro activo de St. James’, legó 12
acres de tierra a la Diócesis de Virginia en nombre
de San Gabriel. Sus herederos están en el proceso
de transferir la propiedad a la Diócesis durante
la primavera de 2020 y San Gabriel finalmente
comenzará su jornada hacia una campaña de capital
para construir una iglesia que será tanto un lugar de
culto como un centro comunitario para que grupos
sin fines de lucro puedan proporcionar sus servicios.
“Para tener su opinión con respecto a las
principales necesidades en el condado, hemos
invitado a nuestros colegas del gobierno local y de
organizaciones sin fines de lucro a un ejercicio para
imaginar el futuro,” dijo el Padre Daniel. “Nuestro
sueño es tener una iglesia que sirva a todos los
hijos de Dios, en múltiples idiomas, para personas
con diversas habilidades y experiencias, culturas y
tradiciones, y con alegría cristiana, dignidad, amor,
respeto, honor e interés.”

Nancy Jenkins Chafin es Directora de Redacción
del Virginia Episcopalian y Ministra de
Comunicaciones de la Diócesis de Virginia.
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The Road to the Election of the Next
Bishop Diocesan
PROJECTED TIMELINE
Bishop Goff Announces Election Plan in
Pastoral Address to Convention

November 2020

Upon the retirement of the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston
in 2018, Bishop Suffragan Susan Goff became Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese of Virginia, which means that she
serves as pastorial leader of the Diocese. In her Pastoral
Address to the Annual Convention in November 2019, she
announced a timeline for the election of the next Bishop
Diocesan of Virginia. Here is an excerpt from her address.
“At Convention next year [November, 2020], I will
call for the election of the 14th Bishop Diocesan of Virginia.
This gives us a full year to engage the ministries ahead with
undivided attention, before an election process shifts our
focus. Working in conjunction with the Standing Committee
and the staff of the Presiding Bishop, we anticipate that
the election will take place in the late spring of 2022. The
Ordination and Consecration of the new bishop will likely be
in the late summer or fall of that year, and we expect the next
Bishop Diocesan will preside at Convention in November, 2022.
I anticipate that I will overlap in ministry with the new bishop
for a short time before I retire in 2023.”

will call for the election of the next

At Diocesan Convention, Bishop Goff
Bishop Diocesan.

Late Spring 2022
Election of next Bishop Diocesan

Tap the button to vote

VOTE

Summer/Fall 2022
Consecration of the new bishop

2023
Bishop Suffragan Susan Goff retires.

Transcript of Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry’s Video Address to
the 225th Annual Convention

H

ello, Bishop Susan Goff and all of the clergy and lay
delegates at the 225th Annual Convention of the Episcopal
Diocese of Virginia. I bring you greetings from your brothers
and sisters and siblings throughout the Episcopal Church,
wherever they may be. We are praying for you, we are praying
God’s blessing on you, and we give God thanks for you.
I want to thank you in particular for being intentional,
for entering into a period of intentional interim between
diocesan bishops. I thank you for that; it is a mark of wisdom.
There is a hymn – a venerable old hymn of the church based in
part on Psalm 90 – that says “O God our help in ages past, our
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Bishop Susan Goff announced the
transition plan in her Pastoral Address
to the delegates at the 225th Annual
Convention in November 2019.
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“I want to thank you…
for entering into a period of
intentional interim between
diocesan bishops… it is a
mark of wisdom.”
– Presiding Bishop Michael Curry

Photo: Shannon Finney
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hope for years to come.” This intentional period between diocesan
bishops is that time between thanks for the past that has happened
and prayer for the future that is yet to come.
During this intentional period, you are working on financial
stability and strength for the Diocese to continue its work and mission
in the days and the years to come. You are working on articulating
and embracing a common diocesan vision for the gospel work that
Jesus is calling on us to do.
I am reminded of a story in the gospels where Jesus, having
been raised from the dead – the disciples go to the tomb, Mary
Magdalene leading the other women disciples. They get to the tomb
and it is empty and then the angel in Matthew’s gospel says to the
women, “He is not here. He has been risen as he said and now he has
gone ahead of you to Galilee.” Jesus, the risen Lord Christ always has
gone ahead of us into God’s new future. By working to articulate and
embrace a vision for the Diocese of Virginia, you are seeking to clarify
and identify how to follow Jesus into God’s future serving in Virginia
and in this 21st century world.
You’re working to recalibrate and to organize and to improve
diocesan committees and functioning so that the Diocese, the diocesan
community that brings us together as one community in Christ in
Virginia, can more effectively and faithfully enable our congregations
and serve the cause of Christ in God’s love in the world.
You are working on empowering and broadening lay leadership.
That is a critical component of the life of a church.
One of my spiritual mentors and theological teachers was the
late Verna Dozier. One of Verna Dozier’s constant refrains is that
we must unleash the energy and the wisdom and the capacity and
the gifts of all of the baptized children of God and when we do that,
lookout, world, the Episcopal Church is on its way.
Lastly, thank you. Thank you for your continual work addressing
the legacy of slavery through the Triangle of Hope and a number of
other diocesan initiatives. I thank you for your wisdom, I thank you for
your courage, and I thank you for this intentional period of planning,
of thinking, of praying, and looking forward to God’s new future.
“Oh God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the storming blast, and our eternal home.” God love
you, God bless you, and may God hold us all always in those almighty
hands of love.
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Thomas More

Here are four great resources for all
ages to enrich your Lenten practices
at home and at church. For more
great Lenten resources, visit
dovformation.net.

Make Room – A Child’s
Guide to Lent & Easter
by Laura Alary
“This is the season of Lent. The church
is dressed in purple…” writes Alary. A
beautiful primer about the Lenten and Easter
seasons that’s geared for elementary-age
children, this book is split into sections that
you could read with children from week to
week (as a Christian Formation Leader) or together as a
family. An excellent introduction to these holy days, this
book guides spiritual practices for young children
– from visual reminders to internal reflection.

Mostly Modern

.org
Elate 8
Faithful 4

James Solomon Russell

Hervé

Margaret of Castello
Elizabeth Fry

Harriet Tubman

Florian
Clare of Assisi

Gregory of Nazianzus

Isidore of Seville

Elizabeth the New Martyr
Monastics & Martyrs

Eva Lee Matthews

Simon Gibbons

Evelyn Underhill
Julie Billiart

Lent Madness

Round of 32
Saintly 16

Joanna the Myrrhbearer

Hildegard of Bingen

Junia

Romanos the Melodist

Jude

Brother Lawrence

Bartimaeus

Patrick

Joseph

Are you ready for LENT MADNESS?! Created
by the Rev. Tim Schenck, this is a lighthearted
(and secretly educational) way for families and
congregations to engage with the Episcopal
Church’s Calendar of Saints. Structured like the NCAA’s March Madness elimination
brackets, Lent Madness works through 32 saints until the winner of the “Golden Halo”
is left standing. Play along! Resources can be found at lentmadness.org.
Margery Kempe

Biblical

Lent

2020

Elizabeth of Hungary
Herman of Alaska

Miscellaneous

Ready for

James the Less

Joshua

Eustace

The Golden Halo

Andrew

Elizabeth

Way of Love Lenten Resources
Lent is a fantastic season to begin an intentional study of Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry’s Way of Love. The “Turn” section in particular
speaks to the themes of the season. Our Presiding Bishop has asked
that we take up this Rule of Life as part of our role as the Episcopal
branch of the Jesus Movement. Simply go to episcopalchurch.org/
way-of-love and forma.church/way-of-love-/ to find propers, Bible study and videos
you can share with your family, friends and parish.

Society of Saint John the
Evangelist’s “Signs of Life”
How does the Episcopal Church connect its ancient
practices and eternal messages about God’s love
with the world in light of our contemporary longings, divisions and loneliness? Signs
of Life from the Society of Saint John the Evangelist (an Anglican/Episcopal monastic
community) seeks answers to this question in the practices of worship and worship
spaces. This five-week offering is free and can be found at signsoflife.org.

The Mountains are Calling . . .
SHRINE MONT UPCOMING EVENTS
WWW.SHRINEMONT.COM / INFO@SHRINEMONT.COM / 540-856-2141

Spring Yoga Retreat
April 17 - 19

Spring Digital Photography
May 1 - 3

Woman’s Retreat
May 29 - 31

Painting Creation
June 12 - 14

Arranging for the Joy of it - June Retreat
June 12 - 14

Summer Celebration
July 3 - 5

Summer Camp for Grown Ups
July 11 - 14

Shenandoah Valley Music Festival
For concert dates please visit
www.musicfest.org
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St, John’s, Centreville, lists its many “ministry partners,” – groups who use their
space – on their outdoor sign. They share their building with a Korean senior center,
three Korean Baptist congregations, a Hispanic Baptist congregation, a community
group from Nepal and many others.

St. Peter’s, Richmond, provides free office space for Re:work, a non-profit focused on employment.
Room continued from page 9

St. Peter’s, Richmond, is centrally located within blocks of four
public housing communities. Last year, St. Peter’s became home
to RE:work RICHMOND, a non-profit organization focused on
employment. The congregation provides offices to RE:work free
of charge. In this way, St. Peter’s is able to use its space to invest
in the neighborhood in which they worship. St. Peter’s co-founded
RE:work with St. Stephen’s, Richmond, and the City of Richmond.

St. John’s, Centreville, is home to a Korean senior citizens center
that meets Monday through Friday in the parish hall. More than 30
seniors come each day to enjoy crafts, speakers, music, exercise,
and lots of food. Transportation to and from the center is provided.
In all, St. John’s is home to 15 Ministry Partners. Most are small
congregations, including three Korean Baptist congregations, a
Hispanic Baptist congregation and a Spanish Seventh Day Adventist
congregation. A group from Nepal meets at St. John’s to teach
language and culture to Nepalese children. “Although the requested
donations of these groups help St. John’s financially, we see opening
our doors to different groups as our outreach to help meet the needs
of the community,” said Rector Carol Hancock. “We are able to
accommodate them at a cost that is much less than they would find
in the corporate world.”
In all of these ways, churches are using their physical assets
to further God’s mission. In addition to providing services and
outreach, these space sharing arrangements are evangelism
opportunities. By opening doors and sharing space, congregations
demonstrate a hospitality that, spoken or unspoken, is also an
invitation to share the Sunday pew.

More ideas from around
the country
Dog parks
Fitness centers
	
Horse therapy program
Horseback riding ring on church property
provides children’s therapy
	
Playland
Indoor play place for toddlers open on
the weekends.
To learn more from parishes already doing these
ministries, look up the categories on the Episcopal
Asset Map. (www.episcopalassetmap.org)

Got a big idea? Need expert advice?
If your congregation is looking to
maximize its mission through better uses of
its buildings, land or other assets, Virginia
Diocesan Homes can help. VDH works with
parishes to conduct feasibility studies, provide
discernment consultants and matching grants,
and network with local nonprofit partners – all
designed to facilitate your parish’s housingrelated community services. Please contact Jill
Norcross, Executive Director at jillnorcross@
verizon.net or 703-587-4098.

Nancy Jenkins Chafin is the Diocese’s Minister for
Communications and Editor of the Virginia Episcopalian.
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CLERGY TRANSITIONS
FEB. 17: The Rev. Marlene Forrest’s
first day as Priest-in-Charge of St.
Philip’s, Richmond. Marlene’s last day
as Associate Rector of St. Peter’s in the
Woods, Fairfax Station is Feb. 16.
FEB. 2: The Rev. Grant Mansfield’s
last day as Assistant Rector of St.
Matthew’s, Sterling. Grant’s first day as
Rector of St. George’s, Maplewood, NJ
(Diocese of Newark) is Feb. 24.
FEB. 2: The Rev. Pilar Parnell’s first day
as Priest-in-Charge of St. Stephen’s,
Heathsville. Pilar’s was previously
Associate Rector of Grace, Kilmarnock.
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JAN. 1: The Rev. Elizabeth Gardner’s
first day as Rector of St. Mark’s,
Alexandria. Elizabeth returns to us
from the Diocese of Washington.
JAN. 1: The Rev. Grace Cangialosi’s
first day as Priest-in-Charge of Christ
Church, Brandy Station.
DEC. 31, 2019: The Rev. John Hall’s
last day as Interim Rector of St. Mark’s,
Alexandria.
DEC. 31, 2019: The Rev. Ed Miller’s
last day as Interim Rector of Trinity,
Upperville.

JAN. 31: The Rev. Rosemari’s Sullivan’s
last day as Interim Rector of St. Andrew’s,
Burke.

DEC. 31, 2019: The Rev. Rhonda Baker’s
last day as priest-in-charge of Grace
Memorial, Port Republic.

JAN. 2: The Rt. Rev. Martin Townsend’s
first day as Interim Rector of Trinity,
Upperville (short-term). Bishop
Townsend is the retired diocesan bishop
of the Diocese of Easton (MD).

DEC. 31, 2019: The Rev. Connor Newlun’s
last day as Rector of St. Paul’s, Hanover.

DEC. 29, 2019: The Rt. Rev. Robert Ihloff’s
last day as Bishop Associate in the
Diocese of Virginia. Bishop Ihloff began
as Assisting Bishop of the Diocese of
Maryland on January 1, 2020.
DEC. 29, 2019: The Rev. Jane Wallace
Barr retired as Priest-in-Charge of
Christ Church, Gordonsville.
DEC. 1, 2019: The Rev. Andy Anderson’s
first day as Interim Rector of The
Falls Church Episcopal, Falls Church.
Andy comes to us from the Diocese of
Tennessee.
DEC. 1, 2019: The Rev. Emily Rowell
Brown’s first day as Interim Rector of
St. James’, Louisa.
DEC. 1, 2019: The Rev. Lura Kaval’s
last day as Vicar of Incarnation, Mineral.
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IN MEMORIAM
The Rev. Robert Dilday died December 22, 2019. Robert
had been ordained one week earlier by Bishop Susan Goff
at St. Andrew’s, Richmond. He began serving as Associate
Priest at St. Stephen’s, Richmond, on Sunday, December 15.
Robert was also co-director of the Interfaith Alliance for
Climate Justice.

FEB. 3 - APRIL 24 / RECEPTION FEB. 20
Kasch, Levitch, McAleer & Associates
4801 Cox Rd., Glen Allen
JULY and AUGUST
ShoreDog Cafe
Tuckahoe Shopping Center,
Ridge Rd., Richmond

The Rev. Gloria Berberich died November 26, 2019. In
1977, Gloria became one of the first women to be ordained
to the priesthood in the Diocese of Virginia. She served as
Executive Director at Bloomfield Home in Ivy, Va. from
1982 to 1985. Gloria became Vicar of St. Luke’s, Simeon,
Charlottesville, in 1982 and, in 1985, also began serving
as a part-time Assistant as Christ Church, Charlottesville.
She served in both positions until 2000.
The Rev. Deacon Anne Scupholme died November 23,
2019. Beginning in 2003, she served in several parishes of
the Diocese, including St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville;
St. George’s, Stanley; and Buck Mountain, Earlysville. She
was an active member of the diocesan committee that
initiated the first training program for deacons in the
Diocese of Virginia.

YOU ARE NOT
TOO YOUNG
TO NEED A WILL
OR TRUST!
You may think that you are too
young to plan for the future, but if
you have children or own real
estate it’s important to have a
plan. If it’s time for you to create
or update your will or trust, we can
provide you with a free Wills
Planning Guide to help you get
started. To request your free
guide, please give us a call or visit
our website today.

For questions or assistance, contact:
Stephanie Guernsey Higgins
804.622.3191
shiggins@thediocese.net
dvagiving.org
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The Intersection
of Marginalized
Communities and
the Environment
February 22, 2020
Trinity, Fredericksburg
10 a . m .-3 p. m .

How is
carelessness
for creation
affecting the
most vulnerable
populations?
How can
we become
advocates for
change?

Learn about concrete
steps you can take to
advocate on behalf of
creation care and those
must vulnerable to
environmental change.
To learn more and
to register, go to
THEDIOCESE.NET.

SPEAKERS
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Visioning Tour Update
Thanks to all who attended a Visioning
Session with the Bishops during the season
of Epiphany.
What happens next?
The Bishops, their staff and other
diocesan leaders are compiling
all of the input from every session
and from comments submitted in
online. The Bishops will report on
the main themes that emerged
and share with the entire diocese
a vision for our common mission and ministry
in the four ministry areas, and beyond.

Ms. Karen Campblin
of the Virginia State
Conference of the NAACP

Look for reports via the diocesan
e-newsletter, social media and the website.

Dr. Glenna Huber
Church of the Epiphany,
Washington D.C.

thediocese.net/newsandevents/e-communique

To sign up to receive the bi-weekly
e-Communique, go to:

