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Being There
Because we
are a Diocese,
wherever any
one of us goes,
we are there.

“And you are there.” I am dating myself as I recall those
words that came near the beginning of every history
filmstrip when I was in elementary school. The narrator,
whose voice was played on a vinyl record, would name
the time and place, give a hint of the drama to come, then
invite us into the scene with the grave proclamation, “and
you are there.”
“You are there” is a theme for our life together in
the Diocese of Virginia. I write these words at Shrine Mont
where this week alone nearly a hundred children and
dozens of young adults from scores of our congregations
live the joys of summer camp, and where hundreds of
others across generations enjoy the refreshment of
Summer Celebration weekend or Family Camp week.
Because we are a Diocese, part of something bigger than
our own worship communities, we are there at Shrine
Mont whenever our people gather. You are there.
This edition of the Virginia Episcopalian names other
places where we as a Diocese are present, where you are
present, because our people are there. When our team of
youth and adults travelled to Ghana as part of our Triangle
of Hope, we were with them in prayer. We raised up the
young people who went, formed and ordained the clergy
leaders, and hired and empowered the diocesan staff
leader. We provided for them financially and will continue
to support this mission that unites us with people of the
Dioceses of Liverpool, England, and Kumasi, Ghana. We
as people of the Diocese of Virginia are inheritors of the
horrific legacy of the slave trade and, as long as some of
our people engage this history openly in community with
others around the world, we will be part of writing a new
narrative of hope.
Every article about ministry in a congregation, every
story about the formation of men and women for ordained
ministry, every piece by Diocesan staff members reminds
us of the scope of the life we share together. Because the
Diocese is not a building in Richmond and an office in Falls
Church. The Diocese is not a group of people who work
in those places or a team that is higher up some mythical
ladder. The Diocese is us, all of us who are a part of
worshipping communities within our geographical bounds.
The Diocese is there not only within those geographical
bounds, but wherever people of our congregations live
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and worship and serve. The Diocese is there wherever
people of our churches go. And because the Diocese is
there, you are there.
In a nutshell, a Diocese is a geographical area under
the oversight of a bishop who is elected by representatives
of the congregations within that area. We as a Diocese
are some 71,000 Episcopalians who worship in 179
congregations, six Church Schools in the Diocese of
Virginia, a variety of other parochial schools, six diocesan
homes, ten related organizations and a handful of other
worship communities. We are located in 38 counties of
Virginia between, roughly, the James River in the south
and the Potomac in the north, the Chesapeake Bay in the
east and the West Virginia border. We were established as
a diocese in 1785, though our roots go back to the landing
of the first settlers of Jamestown in 1607, and we were one
of the original nine dioceses of The Episcopal Church.
Because we are a Diocese, we Episcopalians in
northern and central Virginia can do far more together
than any mission, parish or other worship community could
do on its own. Because we are a Diocese, we can travel the
Commonwealth, the nation and the world bringing good
news, sharing hope, proclaiming the gospel in word and
deed. Because we are a Diocese, wherever any one of us
goes, we are there. “And you are there” is not just a grave
proclamation from filmstrips of long ago; it is a reality for
us here and now as it binds us in Christ’s love and service.
Faithfully yours,

Bishop Susan E. Goff
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Allí Estamos
Porque somos
una Diócesis,
dondequiera que
vayamos, allí
estamos.

“Y ahí estás tú.” Les estoy dejando saber algo de mi edad
cuando recuerdo esas palabras que se oían al comienzo de cada
filmina cuando yo asistía a la escuela primaria. El narrador, cuya
voz se encontraba grabada en un disco de vinilo, indicaría la
hora, el lugar y daría una pista del drama que podría verse en las
transparencias y luego nos invitaba a la escena con un solemne
anuncio: “Y ahí estás tú.”
“Ahí estás tú” define un tema para nuestra vida en la
Diócesis de Virginia. Escribo estas palabras desde Shrine Mont,
donde sólo esta semana casi un centenar de niños y docenas
de jóvenes adultos pertenecientes a muchas de nuestras
congregaciones viven las alegrías del campamento de verano,
y también, donde cientos de otras personas de diferentes
generaciones disfrutan del Fin de Semana de la Celebración del
Verano o una semana del campamento familiar. Ya que somos
una Diócesis, parte de algo más grande que nuestras propias
congregaciones, cada vez que nos reunimos los hacemos en
Shrine Mont. Y ahí estás tú.
Esta edición del Virginia Episcopalian nombra otros
lugares donde nosotros como Diócesis estamos presentes,
donde usted está presente, porque nuestro pueblo está allí.
Cuando nuestro equipo de jóvenes y adultos viajó a Ghana
como parte de nuestro Triángulo de Esperanza, estuvimos
en oración juntos con ellos. Nosotros criamos a los jóvenes
que fueron, formamos y ordenamos a los líderes del clero, y
contratamos y nombramos al líder del personal diocesano.
Les ayudamos financieramente y seguiremos apoyando esta
misión que nos une con el pueblo de las diócesis de Liverpool,
Inglaterra, y Kumasi, Ghana. Nosotros, como pueblo de la
Diócesis de Virginia, somos herederos del horrible legado del
comercio de esclavos y, mientras algunos de nosotros tratemos
este punto de la esta historia abiertamente y en comunidad
con otros en todo el mundo, seremos autores de una nueva
narrativa de esperanza.
Cada artículo sobre el ministerio en una congregación,
cada historia sobre la formación de hombres y mujeres para el
ministerio ordenado, y cada artículo escrito por los miembros
del personal diocesano nos recuerda la extensión de la vida que
juntos compartimos. Esto es asó porque la Diócesis no es un
edificio en Richmond o una oficina en Falls Church. La Diócesis
no es un grupo de personas que trabajan en esos lugares o un
equipo que ocupa un nivel superior en una especie de nivel
misterioso. La Diócesis somos nosotros, todos los que somos
parte de una comunidad de adoración dentro de ciertos límites
geográficos. La Diócesis está allí no sólo dentro de esos límites
geográficos, sino dondequiera que el pueblo de nuestras
congregaciones vive y sirve. La Diócesis está allí dondequiera
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que los miembros de nuestras iglesias están. Y porque la
Diócesis está allí, allí estás tú.
En pocas palabras, una diócesis es un área geográfica
bajo la supervisión de un obispo que es elegido por
representantes de las congregaciones dentro de esa área.
Nosotros, como Diócesis somos unos 71000 episcopales
que adoran en 179 congregaciones. Tenemos seis escuelas
diocesanas en Virginia, una variedad de otras escuelas
parroquiales, seis hogares diocesanos, diez organizaciones
asociadas a la diócesis y algunas otras comunidades de
adoración. Estamos ubicados en 38 condados de Virginia entre,
aproximadamente, el río James en el sur y el Potomac en el
norte, la bahía de Chesapeake en el este y la frontera de West
Virginia. Nos establecimos como diócesis en 1785, aunque
nuestras raíces se remontan al desembarco de los primeros
colonos de Jamestown en 1607, y fuimos una de las nueve
diócesis originales de la Iglesia Episcopal.
Ya que somos una Diócesis, los episcopales en el norte y
centro de Virginia podemos hacer mucho más juntos de lo que
cualquier misión, parroquia u otra congragación podría hacer
por sí mismo. Ya que somos una Diócesis, podemos viajar por
Virginia, la nación y el mundo compartiendo las buenas nuevas,
compartiendo esperanza, proclamando el Evangelio con
palabras y acciones. Porque somos una Diócesis, dondequiera
que vayamos, allí estamos. “Ahí estás tú” no es sólo una
solemne declaración en unas filminas de hace mucho tiempo;
es una realidad para nosotros, aquí y ahora, porque estamos
unidos en el amor y el servicio de Cristo.
Fielmente tuyo,

Obispa Susan E. Goff
Traducido por el Rvdo. Thomas Gustavo Mansella
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Great Reads
Bishop’s Staff Picks
Looking for divine inspiration? The Bishop’s staff
shares a few recent gems for your consideration.
JULIE SIMONTON
Minister for Congregational Development &
Stewardship
To Bless the Space Between Us
by John O’Donohue

I love anything and everything by Geraldine Brooks, including March,
People of the Book, and, best of all, Year of Wonders.

ED KEITHLY
Vocational Development Minister
In the Name of Jesus by Henri J.M. Nouwen
The cover looks like a dime store Christian self-help rag,
but the text of Henri Nouwen’s In the Name of Jesus offers

A book that is faithfully new each time

deep insight into the future of Christian leadership and the

I open it, nudging me “to feel at home in my

personal disciplines that can get us there. It calls us into a

life” (p. 94). For summer this truth is especially

new (and ancient) Christian leadership rooted in contemplative

present, as “thin spaces” with God can be sensed
so differently in the air’s broad and generous warmth.

BISHOP BOB IHLOFF
Kingdom of the Blind by Louise Penny
Canadian author Louise Penny has written
a number of murder mysteries about a fictional
Inspector Armand Ganache of the Quebec police.
Much of the action takes place in a fictional

prayer and a deep knowledge of a loving God. (Plus you can
read the book in one sitting.)

TO READ TO YOUR KIDS AND GRANDKIDS
Mrs. Noah’s Pockets by Jackie Morris (Author),
James Mayhew (Illustrator)
This treasure will captivate your entire family with its
artwork, clever story, and diversity. If you have little ones at
home, godchildren, nieces, nephews, etc … this book is for you.

village of Three Pines near the Vermont border.
Penny writes in a lively and humorous style
which also manifests her deep spirituality. All

DIGITAL DEVOTIONS
The Way of Love with Bishop Michael Curry

these novels wage the forces of evil against good people,

What a voice! In his new weekly podcast, our

who ultimately survive but not without being scarred. I

Presiding Bishop offers ways to engage with the Way of

recommend any of Penny’s novels—great summer reads!

Love, The Episcopal Church’s intentional commitment

See if you can sense her spirituality buried in her plots, but

to practicing faith by following Jesus. Hear stories and

even more deeply seen in her characters.

get practical advice from Bishop Michael Curry and
others who are putting the Way of Love practices into action. Available

BISHOP SUSAN GOFF
Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks
I just finished reading Caleb’s Crossing, the
story of Bethia, a strong English woman in 17th
century New England, and her friendship with

on Apple Podcasts.

Pray as You Go App
Pray as You Go is a daily 10-minute prayer session, to
help you pray whenever you find time, but particularly while

Caleb, a strong native man. Chapter after chapter,

travelling to and from work, school and errands. A new prayer session is

I experienced hope mingled with anguish over the

produced every day of the working week and one session for the weekend.

attitudes of the Church toward the native people

It is not a 'Thought for the Day', a sermon or a bible-study, but rather a

who already inhabited the land before the English

framework for your own prayer. It is founded in Ignatian Spirituality and

arrived. In the end, Bethia’s spirit prevails, but at what cost?
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uses the imagination to enter more deeply into prayer.
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Legacy of the Slave Trade
Third-Year Pilgrimage Completes the “Triangle of Hope”

DIOCESAN NEWS SERVICE
They arrived early and were dressed in their best.
They were escorted through security, and cell phones and
cameras were taken. After waiting in a holding room with
an elder for ten minutes, they were ushered into His Royal
Majesty’s Throne Room. The Liverpool and Virginia pilgrims
were introduced to Otumfuo Osei Tutu II, the Asantehene,
the King of the Ashanti Nation.
Sitting on his throne, a beautiful hand-carved seat
with life-size cheetahs and elephant tusks, the King
presented a noble stature and showed a deep wisdom
in his eyes. While holding no political authority, he is the
cultural leader of the nation and the head of the largest
tribe. He learned of the pilgrimage and what they were
attempting to do through their Ghanaian hosts. A fellow
Anglican, his Majesty greeted them and shook hands
with all the clergy. Overturning the normal protocol,
he addressed the pilgrims in English. He spoke to how
important the pilgrimage was, and how the Triangle of
Hope’s vision is the way we can bring peace to the world,
through honest conversation and mutual respect. He
thanked each of them for coming to Ghana and receiving
his people in future visits.
The Triangle of Hope is a three-way partnership
between the Dioceses of Virginia, Liverpool, England, and
Kumasi, Ghana, that seeks to reconcile and overcome the
legacy of the slave trade. This year’s pilgrims finished the
third leg of the Triangle of Hope youth pilgrimage this
summer. All previous pilgrims from the first two rounds
were invited to participate. Twice Virginians have visited
their sisters and brothers in Liverpool, and twice they have
hosted. What began as a work based out of two parishes,
Grace and Holy Trinity in Richmond, and Immanuel, Old
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Church in Mechanicsville, has evolved into a diocesan-wide
undertaking currently recruiting pilgrims for the next cycle
of summer pilgrimages in 2020, 2021, 2022.
Only a few previous pilgrims could join this year, but
the meaning of the journey was still profound. They landed
in Accra, a bustling capital city of 2.5 million people on the
Ghanaian coast. After a night to acclimate and meet up with
their British counterparts, they flew to Kumasi, capital of
the Ashanti Nation, and home to almost 1.5 million people.
Ghana continued on page 8

A welcome dinner with fellow pilgrims from Liverpool.
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What Story
Will We Tell?
Pilgrims from Virginia tour the site of the Last Bath at the Slave River in Ghana.

BY REV. DR. DOROTHY A. WHITE
I am writing this article on the heels of having stood in the slave dungeons of Cape Coast
Castle in Ghana. Along with Ghanaians, pilgrims
from Liverpool and Virginia, I walked the grounds
upon which the epitome of the desecration of human beings unfolded. Recently, I have been compelled to read the narratives of those who survived
Auschwitz and other World War II concentration
camps. As I stood in that castle, I began to understand why. I thought it no coincidence that one of
the pilgrims from Liverpool had just visited Auschwitz and saw disturbing parallels between both
places of torture and desecration.
I found and read the manuscript of the sermon delivered by our former Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori on the 400th Anniversary
Celebration at Jamestown. In her homily she raised
some profound challenges and ended with the necessary question, What story will you tell?
Life has come full circle for me. Having grown
up in the waning days of legal segregation, prayers
from my childhood are now being answered. I remember praying for God to make sense of these
legal restrictions; this dissonance of reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag whose nation did
not live into being a place “… with liberty and justice
for all.”
I stood in the dungeons where many who
somehow lived through the brutality of the Middle
Passage and arrived on these shores no doubt wondered what was about to unfold. What about their
pain? What about their struggle? So now I am asking
what story will I tell?
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Dr. Jefferts Schori said:
“The evil tales sometimes are
truly evil. This place reeks with the
origins of the slave trade in this land,
begun here in 1619 to facilitate the tobacco trade. That history is not yet fulSlave dungeons were below the Cape Coast Castle.
ly redeemed, even though the church
which sanctioned slavery was later instrumental in its dismantling. The
work is not yet over, and that work is certainly before us in the fifth century
of our presence here. Yet Episcopalians in Virginia, together with Anglicans
in Ghana and in Liverpool, have begun to build a triangle of hope to counter
the old and evil tales of a triangle of shame and horror – slaves bought for
the price of goods brought from England to Ghana, and later sold on these
shores. Reconciliation is emerging from the evils of a terrible past.”
Virginia is now committed to live into the reality of a triangle of hope.
As I stood next to our seventeen-year-old African American group member,
we shared our pain and our thoughts while visiting this castle. I realized in
that moment that I could assist him in making a choice. We could launch into
blaming and damning, or acknowledge our need to “redeem the evil deeds
of the past with the very tools of the gospel that have been so misused” (Jefferts Schori). Through a pain-filled heart and the nausea that I felt, I urged
this young pilgrim to share his pain, disgust, and even his questions. I, like
he, was so disturbed that right above the men’s dungeon was a church used
for worship by those in charge of the castle. And those who served at Auschwitz went home to their families detached from their role in the desecration of their fellow human beings.
Relationships are our only way out of this dissonance.
So, what story will you tell?

The Rev. Dorothy White is a priest of the Diocese
of Virginia and was a team leader/chaperone for the
Triangle of Hope’s Ghana pilgrimage.
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BY JOE KRZYSTON
When I began my involvement in the Triangle
of Hope, an eventual partnership with
people in Ghana was far to the back of most
minds. At the time, I was 15 years old, more
interested in seeing the place that brought
us The Beatles than I was in taking part in a multi-year project
about the legacy of the Atlantic slave trade. A funny thing
happened when I got to Liverpool, though, and all of the
silliness fell by the wayside. The Triangle of Hope took center
stage in my mind as soon as we set about the learning and
exploring we’d arrived to do.
Eight years later, my journey brought me to Ghana,
which, for all its differences, frequently struck me as similar
to Virginia in various ways. The temptation when an American visits Ghana is to dwell on the differences, and there were
plenty of them, but I found the similarities far more informative. Their climate was much like Richmond’s on a hot day in
August, though theirs is like that year round. Their soil and flora, too, were reminiscent of what we’d left behind in Virginia.
The similarities were mostly benign, but on occasion,
they helped to underscore the unfortunate historical links that
we also share. For instance, I remember finding the dense overgrowth at the point in the Donko Nsuo River known as the Last
Bath to be distinctly African and, at the same time, familiar.
After a while, I placed it; I was being reminded of the
growth along the banks of the James River. Specifically, I remembered the path that we walked as pilgrims several years
ago. It was the same path used by slave traders to move slaves
under cover of darkness to the markets in Richmond.
In Ghana, the Last Bath was the deep spot in the river
where slaves being marched to the coast for export would be
bathed one final time before incarceration in a dungeon and a
grueling passage across the Atlantic. There is a dark symmetry
to the connection I was making, that one of the last outdoor
places on a slave’s journey in Africa was quite a lot like one of
their first stops upon arrival in America.
These connections reminded me of our connectedness,
which largely stemmed from the darkest chapter in American
history. It is worth noting, and indeed it was noted often in
Ghana, that this was not only a chapter in American history.
So often, when slavery is discussed in school, the slaves

are described as simply having arrived one day, and little
consideration is given to the conditions of their initial descent
into slavery.
This worn-out oversimplification sets the stage for all
sorts of misunderstandings and half-truths regarding the
nature of the terrible institution. As Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
wrote in The Gulag Archipelago, “the line dividing good and
evil cuts through the heart of every human being.” The
story of slavery is not a simple story of colonial exploitation,

Ours was a journey
of honest reckoning,
people with a shared
past and a shared
hope for the future
working together to
make sense of things.
Youth pilgrims Joe and Isiah at the Slave River and Last Bath where the captured slaves
took their final bath before boarding ships bound for England and America.

but a nuanced tragedy fueled by cruelty and greed at every
step. The guilt and the pain are far more widely distributed
than might initially be obvious to western eyes.
There were other similarities of a more promising tenor.
For one, our Ghanaian hosts made it clear that southern
hospitality does not end at Florida or Texas, but extends at
least as far south as Accra and Kumasi. They call this the spirit
of akwaaba, which means “welcome” in Twi language. There
were a number of meals, eaten happily in the company of
our Ghanaian hosts, at which the only complaint was that
we’d been overfed. At stops along the way, we were treated
courteously and generously.
This welcome, and the overall excellent company of
continued at right
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AN INTERVIEW WITH ISIAH SEABROOK
Seventeen-year-old Isiah Seabrook of St.
Philip’s, Richmond, was the youngest of
the pilgrims to embark upon the journey to
Ghana this summer. Part of the Triangle of
Hope’s responsibility is for pilgrims to reflect
upon and continue to learn from their encounters. The Rev.
Dorothy White, who helped to guide the diocesan youth
on the pilgrimage, interviewed Isiah upon their return. Her
insights and feelings were enhanced as she listened and
learned the younger point of view of Isiah.

Dorothy: What comes to mind when

Dorothy: Do you plan to return to Africa in the future?
Isiah: I do plan to return to Africa to learn more about
myself and where I come from. I want to learn about my
actual African roots.

Dorothy: In your encounters with the Triangle of Hope
pilgrims, what surprised you the most?

Isiah: What surprised me was how similar our opinions
and views on life were, and yet how differently we were
raised. How quickly I connected with them.

you hear Triangle of Hope?

Isiah: Freedom. We as African Americans
are not truly free. We still have a long way
to go. Even though we are free from the
chains of slavery, we are not free from the
oppression of racism in this country.

Dorothy: Would you recommend this experience for
other young people?

Isiah: Yes! I do believe going back to Africa is very

Dorothy: Did you experience any

important especially for African Americans or anyone of
African descent. But I also believe all Americans should
make the journey to Africa as well to experience the
culture and be around the people.

connection with the land or the people
while visiting Ghana?

Dorothy: What will you carry forward with you from
this experience?

Isiah: I experienced a strong connection.
It felt like a home away from home. I didn’t
feel like I was away from home at all. I really bonded with the
pilgrims from Ghana, even though we only met once. I feel
like they understood me and where I come from just as much
as the people who grew up with me. They really did feel like a
second family once we got to know them a little more.

Isiah: A lesson I learned in Africa: Hate is a choice.

our hosts, made it clear to me that this was a journey being
undertaken by all of us together. There was no intellectual
dishonesty, no self-flagellation or cheap white guilt. Ours
was a journey of honest reckoning, people with a shared
past and a shared hope for the future working together
to make sense of things. An excellent foundation was
laid on this trip for a continued relationship between the
dioceses of Virginia, Liverpool, and Kumasi. It makes me

happy to think that, as I finish my journey on the Triangle of
Hope, another group of youth will soon begin theirs. I wish
them well, and am excited to know that this wonderful
relationship has a long future ahead of it.
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Some people in America and in other countries choose to
hate others for their own reasons. The people in Ghana did
not have to be as kind as they were to us, yet they were.

Joe Krzyston is a member of Grace & Holy Trinity Church in
Richmond and a recent graduate of Roanoke College.
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Ghana continued from page 4

The pilgrims stayed in a hotel
on the outskirts of the city. On their
first day, they met with their fellow
pilgrims from Kumasi who are now
preparing for their first pilgrimage
to Liverpool next summer. For two
hours, the future pilgrims and their
parents eagerly asked questions
about the 3-year experience.
The pilgrims next visited the
village of Jachie on the outskirts
of Kumasi. The group toured the
elementary and middle schools, and
the Anglican Eye Clinic run by Anglican
nuns who live in Jachie. In future
visits, the pilgrims hope to partner
with them to support their work
there. To succeed, the partners must
be equal in this relationship, each
respecting and honoring the other.
On Sunday, they attended the
morning service at the Cathedral.
Pilgrimage leader, the Rev. Rock
Higgins, was asked to preach. It
happened to be Martyr’s Day,
commemorating three Supreme Court
Justices who were assassinated.
The King was in attendance for the

To succeed, the partners must be
equal in this relationship, each
respecting and honoring the other.

Team leaders, the Rev. Dorothy White and the Rev. Rock Higgins, wore commemorative t-shirts from Bishop Phoebe
Roaf’s consecration. Bishop Roaf was originally scheduled to be a leader on the trip before her election.

occasion, his arrival and departure
announced with a tremendous blaring
of horns. The normal celebration
became a 4-hour marathon.
When the pilgrims went to the
central market in downtown Kumasi,
they were overwhelmed by the new

sights, sounds and smells coming
from 11,000 vendors all vying for
their attention. All manner of meats
and delicacies were for sale. Giant
freshwater snails and crabs, tilapia,
and goat, whatever one could want,
was available, often still alive. Travel

A Service of Lament, Reconciliation
and Commitment
August 14 | 5 p.m. @ St. John’s, Richmond
August marks the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first
enslaved Africans in North America and the beginning of the
history of oppression that followed. In solemn observance,
the churches of the Central Richmond Region will host a
service of lament, reconciliation and commitment to a better
tomorrow. The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff will preside and the Rev.
Dr. Dorothy White will preach. (See Dorothy’s article on page
5). All are welcome. For more information, contact the Rev.
Deacon David Curtis at dcurtis@stjohnsrichmond.org.
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is the best way to learn that there are
other ways, just as good and maybe
better, to live one’s life.
The most moving parts of the
journey were two visits which came
near the end, The Last Bath and the
Cape Coast Slave Castle. The Last
Bath was where the captured Africans
were cleansed in the river after
marching south, some four hundred
miles, before being sold in the slavery
markets of Cape Coast and Edinma.
The site has become a destination for
many to commemorate a homegoing
when visiting Africa. The Slave Trail in
Richmond is the end of the journey
many thousands began in this river
at this very spot. It is a haunting and
quiet place.
The Slave Castle in the city
of Cape Coast is where captured
souls were imprisoned in dungeons,

The Slave Trail in Richmond is the end
of the journey many thousands of
people began in this river [in Ghana]
at this very spot.
standing in filth awaiting departure
on ships to the New World. The Door
of No Return stands there to this day.
The door is now open, and pilgrims
freely come and go through it. Both
of these sites were deeply moving for
every pilgrim, and will stay with them
throughout their days.
It has been exactly 400 years
this August since the first Africans
were sold here in what is now the
Commonwealth of Virginia. That
fact that the Diocese of Virginia
pilgrims could visit Africa during
this anniversary year made it all the
more meaningful. As the pilgrimage

moves forward, the Bishop invites
high schoolers of the Diocese to
apply to make the pilgrimage. Rising
8th and 9th graders, in particular, are
asked to consider spending a small
portion of summer break (around 12
days) making the world smaller, their
faith more tangible, and history more
reconciled by being a pilgrim with the
Triangle of Hope. Application can be
made through the diocesan website,
www.thediocese.net. Team selections
will be made in September.

Rollover Your IRA for Good

By taking a distribution from your IRA this year, you will likely pay more
in taxes and may even reach a higher tax bracket. Rolling over part of
your IRA’s “required minimum distribution” or “RMD” to the Diocese or
your church can help reduce your tax bill while supporting our mission
and ministry.
YOU CAN

70½
OR OLDER

DIRECT UP TO

Double the Benefits!

100,000

$

An IRA charitable rollover gift can benefit both you and our
mission! Contact your IRA administrator to get started with
your gift. While you will not receive an income tax deduction,
you will not pay taxes on any distributions made to us.
Please also inform us of your plans so that we use your
gift for the causes that mean the most to you.
If you have questions about planned giving contact:
Stephanie Gurnsey Higgins
shiggins@thediocese.net
804-622-3191
16TH61

Injustice continued on page 10
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What wonders are in your congregation …
and what is God’s wonder in you?
BY JULIE SIMONTON
Welcome to annual giving ministries
in the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia!

HOW ABOUT YEAR-ROUND
STEWARDSHIP?

In response to many requests from
across the Diocese, we’ve added a fourth
program to our diocesan library of annual
giving resources.
Our 2019 giving program offers a
new baptism-based and visual storytelling
approach for your fall campaign.
We are modeling what we teach.
Even when an annual giving ministry works
really, really well, we teach that churches
should change it up every three years, so
that everyone participating experiences
God’s call in a new and engaging way.

Wonder in All and our entire library of
programs are designed with year-round
stewardship in mind. Use the ministry
icons throughout your communications all
year long. There are far too many icons to
include in only one or even two letters, so
get creative and imagine how your congregation could extend the wonder.
Consider developing an editorial
calendar for the program year to explore
each icon, what it means, and what it could
mean in your congregation’s context. Hang
the icons around your church, explore
them during Sunday School or other faith
formation opportunities.
What is the wonder of your pastoral
care ministries? What is the wonder of your
members’ work outside the church? What is
the wonder of God when we are comforted
in grief or inspired toward justice and
mercy? Explore these throughout your
church year and beyond.

IS THERE A LIBRARY OF
RESOURCES?
This turnkey annual giving ministry is
based on the Prayer after Baptism.
Use these sacrament-based resources
to lead your congregation on an engaging
journey of storytelling and wonder through
their own baptismal commitment – and
through the faithful commitment of your
church community. Our new icon library
allows you to choose visual cues that
prompt stories of specific impact both
within your church community and outside
in the community of neighbors you serve.
Our program also comes with graphic
guidelines, so that you may expand your
communications with matching fonts,
colors, and other details.
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Wonder about all of this? Check it out
at www.thediocese.net. Want to talk
it through? Contact Julie Simonton,
Minister for Congregational
Development and Stewardship,
at jsimonton@thediocese.net or
800-DIOCESE, x.1035.

Stewardship
is using the gifts
God gives us to do
the work God calls
us to do.
Why “Wonder in All?”
This year’s annual giving
theme springs from the
Prayer after Baptism:
“Heavenly Father, we thank
you that by water and
the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon these your
servants the forgiveness of
sin, and have raised them
to the new life of grace.
Sustain them, O Lord, in
your Holy Spirit. Give them
an inquiring and discerning
heart, the courage to will
and to persevere, and
spirit to know and to love
you, and the gift of joy and
wonder in all your works.
Amen.” (BCP308)
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The Pastoral Training Ground

Future Clergy Hone Pastoral Skills as Hospital Chaplain Interns
By Celal Kamran

“How is CPE?” they all ask
with a smile.

hospital rooms, in good visits as well
CLINICAL PASTORAL
as tragic. When God was spoken
This is the question for the
EDUCATION
about, when care was given, and as
summer. How is my Clinical Pastoral
On the road to ordination, just
family members said their last goodEducation going? I never know how
about every priest in the Episbyes, God was there.
to answer that. But now that I’ve
copal Church spends a summer
The end-of-life visits felt espebeen asked to write about it, let me
as a chaplain intern in a hospicially holy. Through the great pain,
try to explain.
tal setting or assisted living fafamily discord and grieving, God apClinical Pastoral Education is
cility through a program called
peared. These where some of the
like Samuel’s call story in 1 Samuel 3.
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).
most real moments I have ever been
As a young boy, Samuel is sleeping
The work is challenging, pusha part of. No one holds back, masks
in the temple where the Ark is kept.
ing most seminarians way out
come off and love is all that matters.
He hears God call him three times
of their comfort zones. It’s also
The first death I was called to
by name. Each time Samuel gets up
holy work that many priests point
was a pediatric death. It was a surreal
and goes to Eli, the priest for whom
to as the most formative experiexperience in which the family could
Samuel is an apprentice. The first two
ence they had in seminary. The
not talk but wailed for hours. I asked
times, Eli tells the boy to go back to
program helps to develop strong
to pray with the family, which was
sleep because he did not call him. The
pastoral leaders, many of whom
the only time I spoke during my visit
third time Samuel is told by Eli that
will one day serve as priests and
with them. I was asked to step into
the voice belongs to God. The fourth
pastoral leaders in churches of
a holy moment between a grieving
time God appears, Samuel listens.
the Diocese.
mother, her child and her pure love.
From that point on, Samuel did not let
We bring you one such story
I prayed with another family as
the words of God fall to the ground.
from Celal Kamran, a postulant of
the mother was passing away. Near
It is unclear if Samuel knows the danthe Diocese of Virginia studying
the end, I told the family to tell their
gers of the holy ground on which he
at VTS, who completed CPE this
wife, mother and grandmother anysleeps, but he chooses to be close to
past summer.
thing they needed to tell her before
God without fear.
she passed, anything that is on their
I am Samuel in this story. I had a
heart. As I was saying this, the mothgreat fear of the hospital before starter, started nodding. Medically, I do
ing CPE. It was the fear of the unknown
not know what caused that, but I
and the fear of being close to death.
believe that was a God moment. God
Rather than run away from this fear,
was in the hospital room for reconcilwhich clergy cannot, I dove in.
iation of the family.
I asked for INOVA Fairfax Hospital to be my ministry
When someone takes their last breaths, it is such a
site. I chose the unfamiliar path, way outside my comfort holy moment, that God must be holding them.
zone. It ended up being holy ground. God was there in the
God shows up in the mundane visits as well. In the
Pastoral Education continued on page 20
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Becoming
Better C
Neighbors

hurches seek to better
understand their neighbors’
hopes for their community

BY NANCY CHAFIN
Is your church a good neighbor? Does
your church know about its neighbors’
hopes and dreams? How might your
church empower neighbors to build a
strong neighborhood?
These are the questions that St.
Francis, Goochland, and St. Michael’s,
Arlington, are taking a hard look at.
Both congregations are on a
mission to listen deeply and get to
know their neighbors. The end goal
is not to entice their neighbors to
attend their church, nor is it about
outreach programs in the traditional
sense. The goal is to partner with
neighbors to foster a flourishing
community.

Q

St. Francis, Goochland, was
planted 17 years ago in a rural area
that is steadily becoming suburban.
They have 42 parishioners, many of
whom are retired or about to retire.
St. Michael’s, Arlington,
began in 1948 in a neighborhood
that was largely built for Pentagon
employees. They average about 100
parishioners on Sunday mornings,
including retirees, young families
and those in between.
St. Francis’ Vicar, the Rev.
John Maher, has a church planting
background. St. Michael’s Rector,
the Rev. Beth Magill Franklin, is a
former university chaplain. Both are

What methods did you use

to learn more about the
neighborhood/community?
John: Our first step was to begin to

meet the business leaders in the immediate
community. I went to all of the retail,
financial and service businesses to introduce
myself and ask how we could pray for them. We mention
one business in our newsletter each week. I take a copy of
the newsletter back to that business and ask if we can add
anything to the prayer we have prayed for them. This helped
to raise the favor we had in the community, helped us look
interested instead of judgmental, and opened up ways
for me to be involved, like providing invocations for the
Chamber of Commerce and other institutions.
We took a similar first step in our neighborhood with
residents. We ran a specifically asset based community
development listening project in a residential neighborhood
very close to our church building. With the help of a

12

passionate about fostering missional
communities.
Likewise, their congregations
are excited about listening deeply and
learning what makes the Gospel real for
their neighbors.
St. Francis and St. Michael’s
are now committed to a long-term
process that began with energetic
inquiry – actively asking neighbors
about their hopes – and listening
without an agenda.
We asked John and Beth to share
how their congregations are going
about getting to know their neighbors
and engaging neighbors to build
stronger community for everyone.

Roanridge grant, we hired a high school student to take
a neighborhood survey, found out what the neighbors
wanted to do and began organizing interest groups.
We are taking another first step right now with a new
development being built literally across the road from St.
Francis. We are prayer walking the neighborhood before
people move in so that we can gain an attitude of service
towards the new neighbors instead of as people who will
help us build attendance and income.

Beth: We began with a spirit of curiosity
about our neighbors and our neighborhood.
St. Michael’s has been nestled among
homes in North Arlington since its inception,
but as transitions have taken place, parishioners are not
necessarily those geographically closest to the church. We
did a series of neighborhood prayer walks to simply wonder
about all the people and things we pass by daily without
taking time to observe.
We ran a series of experiments, asking parishioners to

SUMMER 2019 / VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN

We ran a series of experiments,
asking parishioners to take an
informal survey whenever at
a restaurant, grocery store, or
local business.

take an informal survey whenever at a restaurant, grocery store, or local
business: “Do you know where St. Michael’s Episcopal Church is located?”
This raised our awareness internally that, while we are nestled in the
neighborhood, we are unknown to many of our neighbors and businesses.
Additionally, I met with Arlington County Board members and asked
how our faith community could best support to the greater community. I
also met with leaders of local nonprofits whom St. Michael’s has historically
supported to hear about the most current needs within the community.

Q
Q

Were you surprised by how people reacted
to your
Were
you
inquiries?
surprised by how people reacted
to your inquiries?

John: Yes. When we first made contact with neighbors saying we
John: Yes. When we first made Beth: There was a general level of

wanting to find out more about the neighborhood, almost all of them said
contact with neighbors saying we
surprise that most people throughthey already belonged to a church. We had to carefully explain that we
wanting to find out more about
out the community were unaware of
were located very close to them and want to be good neighbors to them.
the neighborhood, almost all of
a church that is close to many landWe were interested in finding out more about them so that we could be
them said they already belonged
marks. Much of our current work
better neighbors in the community. I was in turn surprised to see how
to a church. We had to carefully
includes thoughtful discernment of
quickly that was received and welcomed.
explain that we were located
what it looks like and means to be a
very close to them and want to
good neighbor. The practice of holy
Beth: There was a general level of surprise that most throughout the
be good neighbors to them. We
listening, within the congregation
community were unaware of a church that is close to many landmarks.
were interested in finding out
and beyond, permeates many of
Much of our current work includes thoughtful discernment of what it looks
more about them so that we
our discussions. Beyond the parish,
like and means to be a good neighbor. The practice of holy listening, within
could be better neighbors in the
I was greeted with deep gratitude
the congregation and beyond, permeates many of our discussions. Beyond
community. I was in turn surprised
that we were interested and enthe parish, I was greeted with deep gratitude that we were interested and
to see how quickly that was
gaged with the larger community
engaged with the larger community and relevant needs.
received and welcomed.
and relevant needs.

Q

Were there any surprises along the

way in terms of what you learned about
your community?

John: Yes. We learned how out of touch most
churches, including St. Francis’, really are with the
people in our communities. We tend not to know
each other’s gifts, talents and assets. We don’t
really know the dreams of neighborhoods near us.
Especially, we do not know well enough how to do
things with people in our communities instead of
doing things for them. We see doing things for the
community as our job as a church.

We do not know
well enough
how to do things
with people in
our communities
instead of doing
things for them.

Beth: Yes. The concept of neighboring is a challenge to modern
societal values! Slowing down to notice and listen to those whom we
normally pass by forces us into a different gear. And, if there’s any
Neighbors continued on page 14
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Neighbors continued from page 13

place that’s ripe for 21st century neighboring, it’s the
neighborhood in which St. Michael’s is planted. Despite
the pace of life in Northern Virginia, many in this part of
North Arlington take time to know their neighbors, throw
block parties, and simply care for those around whom we
live. Raising awareness of the diversity of housing within
one block of St. Michael’s has been an important part of
the process. Adjacent to St. Michael’s can be found single
and multi-generational stand-alone homes, apartments,
privately-owned condos, and single-family townhomes.

Q

Where do you go from here?
What are your next steps?

John: From here we look for ways to have
missional communities start in neighborhoods
around us while we continue to listen and get to
know our neighbors as best as we can. A missional
community would specifically seek to serve a
neighborhood and find ways to make the Gospel
real to the people of that neighborhood.

Beth: We are moving into deeper discernment
about how we can more fully attend to the Great
Commandment, Jesus’ call to love our neighbors
as ourselves. In order to become better listeners
beyond the walls of St. Michael’s, we’ll be
spending time this year attending to the habits of
holy listening within the congregation. All of this
is in an effort to be attuned to God’s mission, and
how we might partner with God in all that God is
up to in the community!

Q

How does a missional focus
reorient parish life?

John: We are moving away from seeing ourselves as the
providers of things people need, toward seeing ourselves as
neighbors who can receive from and contribute to the people
living around us.
We’re also moving away from “recruiting volunteers” to
developing leaders. When a program leader must step down for
whatever reason, usually it is expected that the priest will find a
replacement. That leads to a culture of volunteer management
instead of growth in discipleship and leadership. We look for
the gifts God has given to our members, their desire to reach
certain groups of people and encourage their discipleship and
growth as leaders. If at some point, they must leave the ministry
they started, our hope is that they have raised up another
leader to carry on.

Beth: Rather than running on auto-pilot, we are moving
towards a responsive orientation of communal life. By attending
to God’s mission through study of scripture, prayer, and
communal discernment, we are reorienting the ways in which
communal life is organized. Practically, this means celebrating
and saying goodbye to programs that once served us, but no
longer serve their initial purpose. We are releasing expectations
of all the things that we are cultured to believe churches “should
do” and wondering about what nourishes our spirits and builds
God’s kingdom. We are interested in our neighbors and spending
time building authentic relationships. Attending to God’s mission
is messy, creative, deeply spiritual work!

Nancy Chafin is the Minister for
Communications for the Diocese
of Virginia.

Want to learn more about how churches can partner with their neighbors?
Check out these resources on neighboring:
Books by Dwight Zscheile

EmbraceRichmond.com

Priest and scholar Dwight Zscheile brings theological

Focuses on asset-based community development and is a great

insights together with cutting-edge thinking on organizational

tool for anyone, not just those in the Richmond area.

innovation to help churches flourish. Just a few of his great
titles include:
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CalledtoTransformation.org

The Agile Church

Called to Transformation is an asset-based approach to engaging

People of the Way: Renewing Episcopal Identity

church and community. It is a partnership program of the

Cultivating Sent Communities: Missional Spiritual Formation

Episcopal Church and Episcopal Relief and Development.
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The All New
Annual Giving Program from
The Episcopal Diocese
of Virginia
Are

you and your
church leaders searching for
a turnkey annual giving program?
This year’s program is based on the
prayer after Baptism and leads your
congregation on an engaging journey
of story-telling and wonder through
their own baptismal commitments.
The new ministry ‘icon library’
allows leaders to choose visual
cues that prompt stories of
impact. Wonder what this
means? Check it out at
www.thediocese.net.

How will your congregation
use the new icon library?
The icon library
allows you to
choose graphics
that suit the
impactful stories
you want to tell.

Wonder in All annual
giving materials are
available in English
and Spanish.
VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN / SUMMER 2019
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Pedalers with a Purpose
St. Peter’s Rides to Shrine Mont

About every other year, a group of
parishioners from St. Peter’s, Arlington,
makes the 134-mile trip to their annual
parish retreat at Shrine Mont by bicycle
instead of car. The St. Peter’s Pedalers’
“Ride to Shrine Mont” takes two days and
raises money through pledges for a specific
parish project.
2019 celebrated the Pedaler’s 10th
Ride, this year in support of a mission trip
to the Dominican Republic. Following a
blessing, the group of 11 Pedalers left the
church early on Thursday, April 25. They
travelled trails, highways and mountain
roads in sun, wind and even pouring rain,
finishing late Friday afternoon.
Rector Craig Phillips has suffered
knee and back problems for years,
forcing him to give up cycling. After three
successful surgeries, Craig was able to join
the Pedalers this year and completed the
Ride for the first time.
A founding Pedaler, Doug Thorpe,
returned for the Ride this year after a long
absence moving around the Diocese with
his wife, Canon to the Ordinary, the Rev. Dr.
Mary Thorpe.
The Ride is a great occasion for
exercise, fellowship, fundraising and an
acute appreciation of God’s creation. St.
Peter’s would be glad to be a resource
to other parishes interested in planning a
similar ride.

Ill: vecteezy.com

BY BILL MONTGOMERY

At the midpoint, riders prepare for Day 2 of the journey. L-R: Eric Schweikert, Rob Gibson, Jim Bugel, Doug
Thorpe, Peter Mason, Craig Phillips, Jay Harris, John Lushetsky, Bill Montgomery, Geoffrey Hervey, and Bob
Daileader. Not pictured: Doug Marshall.

The 134-mile route from Arlington to Orkney Springs.

Crossing the finish line at Shrine Mont.
Bill Montgomery is a Pedaler and
parishioner of St. Peter’s, Arlington.
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2019
SEPTEMBER

8–9

OCTOBER

13 – 15

Arranging for the Joy of It

NOVEMBER

Harvesting the Spirit
Yoga Retreat

SHRINE
MONT

A Retreat and Conference Center of
the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

28 – 31

Fall Camp – Tri-Diocesan
Council on Aging

2ist Annual Tee with the Bishop
Golf Tournament

1- 3

Fall Digital Photography

WINTER RENTALS

Call or visit our website for availability and rates.

UPCOMING / EVENTS
For More Information and Details for Each Event

www.shrinemont.com / reservations@shrinemont.com / (540) 856–2141

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN / SUMMER 2019

17

It was another amazing summer on the mountain for our
Shrine Mont campers. This year, nine camps hosted
640 campers, including sessions of St. George’s, MAD
Camp, Art Camp, Explorers, St. Elizabeth’s, St. Andrew’s, Family
Camp, Sports Camp and Senior High Youth Conference.

18
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Shrine Mont Camps surpassed its scholarships
goal by providing more than 135

scholarships,

enabling more people to attend camp who might not otherwise
have been able to. The staff of 114 included many counselors
who were former campers as well as first-timers. Thirty
young people volunteered a full week of long days serving as

buddies to campers in St. Elizabeth’s camp.
For the first time this year, Shrine Mont Camps had more
than 150 youth age 14 and up on the mountain at the same
time, thanks to the

convergence of Senior High Youth

Conference, a new session of Explorers the Great and the
St. Elizabeth’s volunteers.

Campers’ days were packed with
hikes, games, new friends, worship
and favorite meals. Between occasional heat
advisories and heavy rainstorms, weather required campers
and counselors to be adaptive and creative – a great reminder
that God’s plan can be more fun that our own!
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CLERGY TRANSITIONS
August 25: The Rev. Josh Walter’s first day
as Rector of St. John’s, McLean. Josh comes
to Virginia from the Diocese of Rochester.
August. 25: The Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker’s
last day as Assistant Rector of Immanuel
Church-on-the-Hill, Alexandria.
August. 15: The Rev. Becky McDaniel’s
first day as Interim Chaplain at St.
Catherine’s School, Richmond.
August. 12: The Rev. Dr. Charlie Dupree’s
first day as Rector of St. Paul’s, Richmond.
Charlie comes to us from the Diocese
of Indianapolis.

August. 4: The Rev. Alex Riffee’s last
day as Rector of St. James’, Louisa. Alex
has accepted a call to chaplaincy at UVA
University Hospital.

July 14: The Rev. Rosemari Sullivan’s
first day as Interim Rector of St. Andrew’s,
Burke.
July 1: The Rev. Martin Geiger’s first
day as Assistant Rector of Christ Church,
Winchester. Martin graduated from VTS
in May and comes to us from the Diocese
of Missouri.

August 1: The Rev. Kim Glenn’s first day
as Rector of Grace, Kilmarnock. Kim
comes to us from the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia.
July 22: The Rev. Alex Allain’s first day
as Assistant to the Priest-in-Charge at
Pohick, Lorton. Alex comes to Virginia
from the Diocese of Mississippi.

June 30: The Rev. Mark Feather’s last day
as Rector of St. James, Leesburg.
June 16: The Rev. Kent Rahm retired as
Rector of Trinity, Fredericksburg.

Pastoral Education continued from page 11

pediatric unit, I visited a mother who did not speak any
English but Urdu, in which I am conversant. She came alive
through the conversation, as she was able to be heard about
her pain, her son’s illness, and her fears. In this case, I was
able to hear her concerns and communicate them to her
medical staff and case manager. This too was holy, when
the mother felt a connection with someone at the hospital.
At INOVA Fairfax, we are assigned a few floors each
day to make our rounds. We make ourselves available to every patient who wants to talk. The unknown element was
always present during rounds. I never knew who would be
on the other side of the hospital room door and I never knew
what they would bring. Some wanted to talk about God, some
about their trials, and some just wanted company. Yet, the
Spirit was always present in every unknown moment. I know
this because it often felt as though I was in the right place at
the right time because I was led there. This was comically true
at times when I got lost in the enormous hospital but ended
up where and when God wanted me to be.

Just like Samuel going to Eli instead of God, I made mistakes as well. I thought I knew protocol or the right way of
doing things and I would get it wrong. Sometimes, I thought
God was telling me to do something and God was not.
Though I’ve completed CPE, that doesn’t mean I know
everything about chaplaincy. CPE is a start to this journey
and not the finish. I will continue to learn about myself and
how to be a better pastor each day.
I feel very much like the young Samuel, without experience in this field but told to go out on the floor by myself.
At first, I was terrified. But through this time, I have felt my
confidence and comfort grow. CPE has helped me step into
my pastoral authority -- to step onto holy ground, into my
pastoral role, with humility.

Celal Kamran is a postulant for Holy Orders in the Diocese
of Virginia and heading into his second year at Virginia
Theological Seminary.

MORE PASTORS-IN-TRAINING
There are a total of seven Diocese of Virginia Postulants serving as CPE Interns in summer 2019

Carey Connors

Daniel Harris

Santiago Rodriguez

James Wilson

Mary Washington Hospital,
Fredericksburg, VA

National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, MD

Ascension Seton Medical
Center, Austin, TX

UVA Health System,
Charlottesville, VA

Rachel Bauer Eskite

Celal Kamran

Michael Sweeney

Erlanger Hospital,
Chattanooga, TN

Goodwin House, ministry
at INOVA Fairfax Hospital,
Bailey’s Crossroads, VA

Mary Washington Hospital,
Fredericksburg, VA

Two Diocese of Virginia Postulants Serve as Full-Time Chaplains
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Jennifer Lazzuri

Melanie Lewis

Bon Secours, Richmond, VA

Valley Health, Winchester, VA
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Preaching in Community
What I Learned in the Preaching Excellence Program
BY AMANDA BOURNE
Raising up thoughtful, prayer-filled preachers has been
necessary for much of the church’s history, and remains no
less necessary today. In May, I joined 55 other seminarians
and postulants from the United States and Canada for the
annual Preaching Excellence Program hosted by the Episcopal
Preaching Foundation at Roslyn Retreat Center in Richmond.
The faculty of celebrated theologians and church
leaders included former Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori, the Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander, and the Rev. Dr. Carolyn
Sharp. Writer Jonathan Merritt’s talk Learning to Speak God
from Scratch (also the title of his 2018 book) addressed the
challenge of defining and reclaiming sacred words in a world
where their use diverges from common speaking and their
meaning is no longer universal.
Our preaching group met each day to discuss the craft
of preaching, listen to peer sermons, and give feedback
from a variety of perspectives. It was in these groups that I
got to know participants from other
seminaries and experience many
different ways of preaching a good
sermon. As a preacher, I find it is easy
to get trapped in one particular way of
talking about the Word. The exposure
to other preachers with different backgrounds and preaching
instructors was an incredible gift.
One of my takeaways from the Preaching Excellence
Program was that we are never really preaching as individuals.
The Spirit intercedes for us, yes, but so too does our
preaching community. It is only as a community that those
who are called to preach can truly be strengthened for the
work of proclaiming the Gospel.
The work of the Episcopal Preaching Foundation is a
gift to the church, and it was a privilege to take part in the
2019 Preaching Excellence Program.

Amanda Bourne is a senior at Virginia Theological Seminary and a
Postulant for Holy Orders in the Diocese of Virginia.
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Amanda Bourne and Will Dickinson, both seminarians from the Diocese of Virginia,
honed their preaching skills at the Preaching Excellence Program hosted by the Episcopal
Preaching Foundation and held at the Diocese’s Roslyn Retreat Center in Richmond.

Welcome to Roslyn!
Your Episcopal Conference & Retreat Center

8727 River Road | Richmond, VA
800.477.6296 RoslynCenter.org
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