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“The one who was seated on the throne said, 
‘See, I am making all things new.’”   Revelation 21:5

It’s all about how God makes things new. In this season of 
Easter joy, we see new life in blooming creation. We hear 
new life in nature’s songs. We feel new life in the lifting of our 
spirits on warming days. 
 It may seem like a disconnect, but the context of all 
this new life is death. Spring comes after winter. Resurrection 
happens after dying. Easter joy follows suffering and loss.  
 It was true for our Lord. In the days before Easter, 
everything was changing. The mission to which Jesus called 
his friends was about to fail. Miserably. Jesus knew that he 
would be arrested, mocked, abused and killed. So what did 
Jesus do on the night before he died? He did a new thing. 
Three new things, in fact. 
 Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, saying “I have set you 
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.” 
(John 13:15) Jesus gave a new commandment that we love 
one another as he has loved us. (John 13:34) And Jesus gave 
new meaning to the most mundane of things, daily bread 
and common wine. (Luke 22:19-20) In the face of death, Jesus 
didn’t do business as usual. He made things new. 
 Everything is changing now for us. Christendom, the 
1700 years when Christianity was a dominant geopolitical 
power in the world, is over. Or if not completely over, then 
on its deathbed in our rapidly secularizing world. Christianity 
is no longer at the center of American culture. It is no longer 
normative, it is not assumed. 
 What do we human beings do in the face of such dying 
and seeming failure? All too often we do exactly what we’ve 
always done. We do the same old things in the same old ways. 
We convince ourselves that if we just try harder, do more, work 
smarter, then we won’t die; we won’t even have to change. 
 In most places most of the time, that strategy is not 
working. The old ways are not serving anymore. The old 
models give us more frustration than hope. So what is Jesus 
calling us to do? He’s inviting us to follow his example, to 
do something new, as he himself did. He’s urging us to try 
something different, something risky, something as wild and 
crazy and unexpected as washing feet or giving deep meaning 
to ordinary things. Jesus is calling us to take the risk of trying 
something new in vulnerable community with each other.

 When people aren’t coming to church the way 
they once did, go out to them with the message of God’s 
transforming love. Change the dominant verb from come to 
go. When there doesn’t seem to be a next generation to carry 
on beloved traditions, engage with younger people where 
they are. When people don’t know the love of Jesus Christ, 
show it by word and example everywhere, every day.
 In the eyes of the world, Jesus’ mission failed miserably. 
But look what God did with that failure! God transformed that 
loss. God brought new life even out of death. If God could do 
that with Jesus’ crucifixion, just imagine what God will do with 
the Church!

So don’t be afraid. 
Follow Jesus’ example.
Try something new.
Fail.  
Learn from the failure. 
Try something else.
Fail again.
Learn from it.
Follow Jesus
All the while trusting that God is at work.

 God in Christ is making all things new.  Even in and 
though us, even in the Church, even right here and right now. 

Faithfully yours,

Bishop Susan E. Goff

Failure Brings Transformation

Bishop Goff

What do we 
human beings 
do in the face of 
such dying and 
seeming failure?
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El fracaso produce transformación

Traducido por el Rvdo. Thomas Gustavo Mansella

Obispa Goff

“Y el que está sentado en el trono dijo: ‘He aquí 
que Yo hago todas las cosas nuevas.’”  Apocalipsis 21:5

Se trata de reconocer cómo Dios hace las cosas nuevas. En 
esta temporada de alegría Pascual, vemos una nueva vida en la 
floreciente creación. Escuchamos nuevas vidas en las canciones 
de la naturaleza. Sentimos una nueva vida con el calor que 
comenzamos a sentir y que levanta nuestros espíritus.
 Puede parecer que no existe una conexión, pero el 
contexto de toda esta nueva vida es la muerte. La primavera 
viene después del invierno. La resurrección ocurre después 
de la muerte. La alegría de la Pascua viene después del 
sufrimiento y el abatimiento.  
 Y fue lo mismo con nuestro Señor. En los días anteriores 
a la Pascua, todo estaba cambiando. La misión a la que Jesús 
llamó a sus amigos estaba a punto de fracasar. Miserablemente. 
Jesús sabía que sería arrestado, burlado, maltratado y 
asesinado. Entonces, ¿qué hizo Jesús la noche anterior a su 
muerte? Hizo algo nuevo. En realidad, tres cosas nuevas. 
 Jesús lavó los pies de sus discípulos, diciendo: “Les he dado 
un ejemplo, para que también hagan lo que yo les he hecho” 
(Juan 13:15). Jesús dio un mandamiento nuevo: que nos amemos 
unos a otros como él nos amó (Juan 13:34). Y Jesús dio un nuevo 
significado a las cosas más comunes, el pan de cada día y el vino 
común. (Lucas 22:19-20). Ante la muerte, Jesús no siguió haciendo 
las cosas como si todo siguiera igual. Él hizo las cosas nuevas.
 Ahora, para nosotros, todo está cambiando. La 
cristiandad, los 1700 años durante los cuales el cristianismo 
fue una potencia geopolítica dominante en el mundo, ha 
terminado. O si no terminado completamente, entonces 
está en su lecho de muerte en un mundo rápidamente 
secularizado. El cristianismo ya no está en el centro de la 
cultura estadounidense. Ya no es normativo, no se asume. 
 ¿Qué hacemos nosotros frente a ese fracaso tan 
notable como agónico? Con demasiada frecuencia seguimos 
haciendo exactamente lo mismo que siempre hemos hecho. 
Hacemos las mismas cosas viejas de la misma manera. Nos 
convencemos que si simplemente tratamos más, hacemos 
más, trabajamos más inteligentemente, entonces no 
moriremos; ni siquiera tendremos que cambiar. 
 En la mayoría de los casos, esa estrategia no está 
funcionando. Las viejas costumbres ya no sirven. Los viejos 
modelos nos dan más frustraciones que esperanzas. Entonces, 
¿qué nos llama Jesús a hacer? Nos está invitando a seguir su 
ejemplo, a hacer algo nuevo, tal como él mismo hizo. Nos insta a 
probar algo diferente, algo arriesgado, algo tan radical, increíble 
e inesperado como lavar los pies o dar un significado profundo a 

las cosas ordinarias. Jesús nos llama a tomar el riesgo de intentar 
hacer juntos algo nuevo, unidos como una comunidad vulnerable.
 Si la gente no viene a la iglesia de la manera que una vez 
lo hizo, entonces ¿por qué no salir hacia ellos con el mensaje 
del amor transformador de Dios? ¿Por qué no cambiar el verbo 
dominante de venir a ir?  Cuando no parece haber una próxima 
generación para seguir tradiciones queridas, interactúa con las 
personas más jóvenes allí donde están, en sus propios mundos. 
Cuando la gente no conoce el amor de Jesucristo, demuéstrelo 
por palabra y por ejemplo en todas partes, todos los días.
 A los ojos del mundo, la misión de Jesús fracasó 
miserablemente. ¡Pero miren lo que hizo Dios con ese fracaso! 
Dios transformó esa pérdida. Dios hizo surgir nueva vida 
aún después de la muerte. ¡Si Dios pudo hacer eso con la 
crucifixión de Jesús, imagínense lo que Dios hará con la iglesia!

Así que no tengas miedo. 
Sigue el ejemplo de Jesús.
Prueba algo nuevo.
Falla. 
Aprende del fracaso. 
Prueba otra cosa.
Falla otra vez.
Aprende del fracaso.
Sigue a Jesús
Siempre confiando que Dios está obrando.

 Dios en Cristo está haciendo todas las cosas nuevas. En 
nosotros y por medio nuestro; y en la iglesia, aquí y ahora.

Fielmente tuyo,

Obispa Susan E. Goff

¿Qué hacemos 
nosotros frente a 
ese fracaso tan 
notable como 
agónico?  
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Putting Words into Action
Recap of the Recall and Reconnect Listening Tour

During our long season after the Epiphany this 
year, we as a Diocese came together in five listening 
sessions that took place on different days in different 
geographical areas. We were blessed by the 
participation of over 300 lay persons and clergy who 
joined diocesan leaders and me to reflect on who we 
are in this unique moment of our history. 

4 BURNING QUESTIONS

Each session began with worship and song, followed 
by a brief address in which I named priority areas for 
this interim time between Bishops Diocesan. We then 
shared a lively question and answer period. Small 
group table conversations came next, and those 
present were invited to discuss and write their own 
answers to these questions: 

We then regrouped for another Q and A in order  
to follow up on ideas that arose in the small groups.  
We ended each session with worship and song. 

BY THE RT. REV. SUSAN GOFF

Where do you see Jesus 
at work in this Diocese?

Where do you see life 
and energy?

As we move ahead 
together, what are your 
dreams and longings for 
the Diocese of Virginia?

What outcomes do you 
hope for?

Listening continued on page 4
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4 COMMON RESPONSES 

Diocesan staff members have transcribed every response by every person 
so that not a single word has been lost. They then grouped responses 
around common themes. While many issues emerged, they most commonly 
clustered around four areas: 

YOUTH

HEALING ACROSS DIVIDES

MONEY

CONNECTIONS ACROSS THE DIOCESE

How do we bring more 
young people into our 
churches?

How do we work now so 
that there will be another 
generation of our beloved 
congregation when the older 
generations are gone?

How do we serve the young 
people in our communities, 
whether they come to church 
or not?

What are we going to do 
about the racial divide 
in Virginia that results 
from the horrific legacy 
of slavery?

How do we welcome and 
include LGBTQ+ persons in 
every aspect and on every 
level of diocesan life, without 
exception?

How do we talk about and heal 
the increasing gulf between 
people because of political 
affiliation?

How do we fund the 
mission we feel called 
to do?

How can congregations 
become more financially 
sound so that there’s less 
worry about money and more 
focus on ministry?

How do we address 
decreasing “voluntary giving” 
to the Diocese that results 
in under-funded programs 
and staff, and insufficient 
resources for mission?

How do we better tell our 
stories so that people 
in the pews understand 
what it means to be a 
part of a diocese?

How do we do together what we 
can’t accomplish alone for the 
sake of the mission of Christ? 

How do we empower and 
share leadership more fully 
than ever, even when such 
sharing becomes a little 
messy?

Listening continued from page 3
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Participants at the Listening Sessions shared their hopes and dreams for their 

churches and the Diocese on hand-written cards. These offerings were compiled 

and transcribed by diocesan staff, then grouped around common themes. The word 

cloud above highlights the most frequently used words from the discussions.

Listening continued on page 6
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NEXT STEPS 

Beginning later this month, we will share deeper 
reflections on each of these four areas, one area per 
month. We’ll include information about and links to 
work we are doing in each area, along with theological 
reflection, vision and invitations to go deeper together. 
If you wish to receive these continuing communications 
and are not already signed up for the E-Communique, you 
can sign up on our website www.thediocese.net or by 
calling 1-800-DIOCESE. 
 All of this work of recalling and reconnecting, 
empowering and recalibrating within the diocese is for 
the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are called to be 
strong and healthy within in order to go out into a world 
that is so in need of Jesus’ redeeming and transforming 
love. So as we work on strengthening our diocesan 
communities, we will also focus on three areas of 
Christian life that shape how we connect with the world. 

TELLING OUR STORY. As people of faith, we 
promise to proclaim by word and action the 
good news of God in Christ. Through what we 

say and what we do, we show others what we believe, 
and we show them who Jesus is. How will we proclaim 
our faith in the transforming and redeeming love of 
Jesus in a world that is so in need of that love? How will 
we tell our stories without fear and with great joy so that 
the lives of others will be blessed, and so that our own 
faith will be deepened? How will we be evangelists for 
the sake of the Gospel? 

BUILDING COMMUNITY IN CHRIST. We 
Christians proclaim that all of humanity is 
created by God; we are all in the image of God. 

By the power of the love of God, made known to us in 
Christ Jesus, there are no “others” in the human family. 
There are only brothers and sisters. Yet we separate 
ourselves from one another based on race, ethnicity, 
gender, nationality, language, culture, political affiliation, 
religion - and on and on. How will we work together 
to heal divisions and build wide-embracing Christian 

community in our diocese and in our world? How will we 
expand leadership in this diocese so that it includes not 
only folks like me – the white, graying majority – but also 
persons of color, young people, those who worship in 
languages other than English, LGBTQ+ persons, people 
who experience financial insecurity, people of differing 
levels of ability? How will we imitate the humility of Christ 
to bridge divides in the wider world?

HONORING GOD’S CREATION. We human 
beings were created by God with a unique role 
as stewards of God’s creation. Yet we separate 

ourselves from the creation of which we are a part. Our 
lifestyles often leave us disconnected from the power, 
the wonder and the beauty of God’s creation, to the 
harm of the earth and ultimately to our own harm. Poor 
communities are particularly vulnerable to the changing 
weather patterns and to the severe weather incidents 
that are occurring with increasing frequency around 
the globe in our time. How do we take more seriously 
than ever our role as stewards of God’s creation? How 
do we change our own habits for the sake of the most 
vulnerable? How do we live faithfully for the sake of this 
amazing earth, our island home? 

It’s all about Recalling who we are and whose we are. 
It’s all about Reconnecting so that we will serve the 
world in Christ’s name more effectively than ever 
before. And it’s all about one more “r” word as well: 
Renewing the faith of the Church so that we will be 
more fully empowered to proclaim the love of Christ 
in thought, word and deed for the sake of a world so 
in need of that love. For Christ himself says, “See, I am 
making all things new.” 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff is Bishop Suffragan and 
Ecclesiastical Authority for the Diocese of Virginia.

Listening continued from page 5

1

2

3
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When John and Ruby Laury 
returned 16 years ago to Union Hill, 
the historically African-American 
community in rural Buckingham 
County, Va., where John had grown 
up, they were anticipating a quiet 
retirement on the 98-acre cattle 
farm the couple had bought near 
John’s birthplace.

BY ROBERT DILDAY 

It was a reasonable expectation. Union Hill is in 
the heart of rural central Virginia, about 50 miles 
south of Charlottesville, dotted by farms and forests 
within sight of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Much of 
the community’s life centers on two small Baptist 
churches, founded by formerly enslaved people 
after the Civil War. Their descendants make up 
about a third of Union Hill’s residents. 
 “I wanted to get back to the four seasons,” 
says John, where he could breathe “just clean air.”

T o x i c 
I n j u s t i c e

T o x i c 
I n j u s t i c e

When Marginalized 
Communities Bear 

the Burden of 
Environmental 

Hazards
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 So the Laurys were shocked to learn in 2014 that, just down the road, Dominion Energy 
would build one of three large compressor stations for the company’s proposed $7 billion 
fracked-gas pipeline project.
 Dominion’s 600-mile Atlantic Coast Pipeline, if completed, will carry natural gas from West 
Virginia’s fracking fields, through Virginia into North Carolina and perhaps further south. Compressor 
stations are essential to keep the gas flowing through pipelines, but several times a year “blow down 
events” – necessary to relieve pressure – release toxic emissions such as methane, nitrogen dioxides, 
particulate matter and volatile organic compounds. The compressors’ loud noises are heard 24 hours 

a day and, in rare instances, they explode.
 Pastor Paul Wilson, who has led Union Hill and Union Grove Baptist 
churches for nearly two decades, calls the community “sacrificial lamb.”
 “This whole pipeline is based on false premises,” he said at one of many 
public hearings held on the project. “Politicians were bought off, and this 
county had no choice but to say yes.”
 Buckingham County’s plight is only one of multiple examples across the 
United States of environmental injustice, a concept that emerged in the 1980s 
as environmentalists awakened to the impact on historically marginalized 
communities from fossil-fuel infrastructure and the disposal of waste from energy 
sources. While the devastating effect on the planet’s climate of continuing to 

burn fossil fuels remains a top concern and “keeping it in the ground” a key priority, those who 
care for creation increasingly realize that communities of color and poverty are consistent sites for 
unwanted infrastructure and disposal – in part because energy companies and state regulators 
assume that residents will be unable to resist powerful political forces.
 The historically African-American community in Buckingham isn’t the only victim of 
environmental injustice. The Atlantic Coast Pipeline’s proposed route begins in West Virginia’s 
economically depressed Appalachian communities and ends in Robeson County, 
N.C., home to the largest indigenous tribe east of the Mississippi River. 
 In Southwest Virginia, the Mountain Valley Pipeline follows a similar 
pattern. A disproportionate number of minority communities across the nation 
play host to landfills, incinerators, and other potentially toxic facilities – “Cancer 
Alley” in Louisiana between Baton Rouge and New Orleans is only one example.
 The burgeoning construction of natural gas pipelines across the U.S. – 
prompted by the discovery in the 1990s of hydraulic fracturing , or fracking – are 
expanding examples of environmental injustice. One that captured national 
attention is the Dakota Access Pipeline which plowed through ancestral lands of 
indigenous tribes on the Standing Rock Reservation in South Dakota.
 The situation is especially acute in Buckingham County. An antebellum 
plantation there, known as Variety Shade, gave rise to the Union Hill community 
and, after the Civil War, the two churches at the center of it. Unmarked graves 

Episcopal Church Creation Care Pledge
Join Presiding Bishop Michael Curry in making the 
Pledge to Care for Creation. It’s a promise to protect 
and renew the Earth and all who call it home. It’s a 
promise to share stories, stand with those who are 
most vulnerable, and live more gently on the Earth. 
For more information, go to www.episcopalchurch.
org/creation-care/pledge.

Interfaith Alliance for Climate Justice
The mission of the IACJ is to be faithful stewards 
of creation by supporting resistance to its 
degradation and exploitation. This ministry 
intends to provide resources to those who 
protect the earth’s ecosystems, safeguard 
public health, and ensure sufficient, sustainable 
energy for people. For more information, go to 
www.iacj.org or find it on Facebook.

Diocese of Virginia Creation Care  
Task Force
Through sharing faith, information and 
ideas for care of creation, this task 
force helps church members, parishes 
and missions of the diocese consider 
environmental issues as religious 
concerns. For more information, go to  
www.caringforgodscreations.com.

Atlantic Coast Pipeline paths

Buckingham County

Those who care 

for creation 

increasingly realize 

that communities of 

color and poverty 

are consistent 

sites for unwanted 

infrastructure 

and disposal. 

John Laury
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of enslaved African-Americans and their descendants – some 
on the compressor site -- are scattered throughout nearby 
woods. It was the white descendants of the owners of Variety 
Shade who, in 2015, sold a 68-acre plot to Dominion for 
construction of the ACP’s compressor station. 
 Dominion’s first choice for the compressor was on 
national forest land, but the U. S. Forest Service ruled it a 
threat to wildlife. The wildlife was spared and the facility 
moved to Union Hill.
 The energy company has promised to take 
extraordinary steps to keep the compressor safe and argues 
that relocating the Buckingham County site is not possible 
because the station needs to intersect with an existing 
pipeline, the Transco. But earlier this year, when a similar 
facility was proposed across the Potomac River from Mount 
Vernon, advocates for George Washington’s home raised 
objections. Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam intervened, and 
Dominion agreed to find another location.
 Gov. Northam has declined to take similar action for 
Buckingham, but despite assumptions of acquiescence there 
and in other locations, resistance from Virginians over the past 
three years has temporarily stalled the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
and delayed the Mountain Valley Pipeline.
 “Dominion thought they could just come in and we’d all 
roll over,” said Ruby Laury. The company was wrong.
 The shape resistance has taken in Buckingham and 
elsewhere in the Commonwealth is as varied as the locations 
themselves. Hundreds of people have attended public 
hearings of county and state regulatory agencies, sometimes 
traveling hours to witness to the destructive impact of both 
the Atlantic Coast Pipeline and the Mountain Valley Pipeline.
 Writers have sent letters to newspapers and posted blogs. 

Protest marches and rallies at the Capitol in Richmond and in 
other cities have drawn crowds and media attention. Lawsuits, 
launched by groups such as the Southern Environmental Law 
Center, are challenging federal and state permits. 
 Some advocates have climbed into tree sits and 
remained for weeks to block the clearing that always 
precedes pipeline construction. Others, in acts of non-violent 
civil disobedience, have locked themselves to construction 
equipment or blocked roads leading to construction sites – 
followed by the inevitable arrests.
 Inspired by these passionate protectors of creation 
and motivated by our commitment as Episcopalians to 
walk in the way of Jesus, Weston Mathews, rector at Grace 
Episcopal Church in The Plains, Va., and I, a candidate for holy 
orders in the Diocese of Virginia and a seminarian at Virginia 
Theological Seminary, launched a non-profit organization a 
year ago to provide needed financial and other support for 
this widespread movement.
 Since receiving 501(c)(3) approval for the Interfaith 
Alliance for Climate Justice in March 2018, we have been 
able to raise almost $300,000 and disburse it to advocates of 
environmental justice across the region. The reason is simple: 
Our baptismal vows call us to “seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, loving your neighbor as yourself” and to “strive for 
justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being.”
 “It is not an exaggeration to say that the future of the 
human race is now at stake. The nature of the changes in climate 
and environment that we are living with threaten not only the 
wellbeing but possibly the very being of our species on this 
planet in the long term. And in the short term, they threaten the 
most vulnerable populations on earth. So it is not at all surprising 

Energy companies and 

state regulators assume 

that residents will be 

unable to resist powerful 

political forces.

In April, Scott Ziemer, 69, of 
Albemarle County, Va., replaced one 
of the tree sitters along the path of 
Mountain Valley Pipeline, where 
tree sitters have been protesting 
for more than 200 days. Ziemer 
is a rock climber and grandfather 
who says he is thinking about 
the future for his grandchildren. 
(Photo: Heather Rousseau/The 
Roanoke Times via AP)

Injustice continued on page 10
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that the families and organizations we work with throughout Virginia, 
North Carolina, West Virginia, and around the world, in this urgent 
situation, feel like they need support to take nonviolent direct action and 
protect their children, homes, and neighbors,” says Weston Mathews. 
 Our commitment is consonant with Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry’s encouragement for all Episcopalians to be engaged in robust 
care of creation, and with the aims of both the Episcopal Church’s 
Task Force on Creation Care and the Diocese of Virginia’s Creation 
Care Task Force.
 While our Episcopal identities propelled us into this initiative 
– and many Episcopalians have joined it -- we recognized the 
importance of an interfaith component as we found natural allies 
among people of all faiths and no faith.
 It’s that powerful solidarity that will be necessary to counter 
the extractive instincts of a nation addicted to fossil fuels – and one 
that reflects Episcopalians’ witness to the gospel.
 “I must confess,” says Mathews, “that we have loved progress 
more than the goodness and beauty of God’s creation and we have 
loved gold more than our own neighbors who disproportionately 
experience ecological devastation, poverty, and racism. But we believe 
in redemption as followers of Jesus, and by water and the Holy Spirit, 
we are called by our loving God to show our neighbors what the divine 
image looks like even in life’s darkest places and the most fearful times. 
The image of a divine creator who formed the world from goodness, 
and summoned human beings to reflect this divine care and find joy 
through our own work in the world, animated by the gift of Christ’s 
Spirit, is our foundation. Prayerfully we must go into the world, in light 
of ecological crises, and encourage one another to grow more fully into 
the joy of Easter, with concrete action as a people of resurrection and 
hope. We have little time to waste.” 

Robert Dilday is a seminarian at Virginia 
Theological Seminary and co-founder of 
the Interfaith Alliance for Climate Justice. 

The Rev. William Barber (left) and former vice president Al Gore (center) talk 
with Union Hill, Va., resident Ella Rose (right) in front of her home last February. 
Barber and Gore were on an “environmental justice tour,” visiting the area that 
is the proposed site of a compressor station for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. Mrs. 
Rose’s home is adjacent to the site. Gore called the compressor proposal a “vivid 
example of environmental racism.” (AP Photo/Steve Helber)

Injustice continued from page 9

Focus on Environmental Justice at 2019 
Diocesan Convention 
The conversation on the intersection of racial justice, climate 
change, and environmental advocacy continues at the 2019 
Convention in November with a series of keynote plenaries and 
workshops with the Rt. Rev. Marc Andrus and the Rev. Melanie 
Mullen. A grateful welcome back to Virginia to them both!

The Rt. Rev. Marc Andrus
Since 2006, Bishop Andrus has served as 
the eighth bishop of the Diocese of Califor-
nia. During his ministry, his climate advo-
cacy work has taken him to the UN Climate 
Conferences in Paris, Marrakesh, Bonn, and 

Katowice, Poland, as well as the Dakota Access Pipeline 
demonstrations at Standing Rock, North Dakota. In addition 
to his service on many boards, Bishop Andrus is a member 
of the “We Are Still In Leaders” Circle, a diverse group of 
ambassadors for American climate actions.
 Bishop Andrus is excited to return to Virginia. He re-
ceived a Masters in Social Sciences at Virginia Tech, then 
worked in Virginia’s Delmarva Peninsula. He obtained a 
Masters of Divinity from Virginia Theological Seminary, 
served as Chaplain at Episcopal High School in Alexan-
dria, and then as Rector at Emmanuel, Middleburg.

The Rev. Melanie Mullen
As the Episcopal Church’s Director of 
Reconciliation, Justice, and Creation 
Care, Melanie is charged with bringing 
the Jesus Movement to the concerns of 
the world. Prior to joining the Presid-

ing Bishop’s staff, she was the Downtown Missioner at 
St. Paul’s, Richmond. 
 Before ordained ministry, she worked in campaign 
fundraising and development, raising more than $10 
million for leadership PACs, the Congressional Black 
Caucus, and various U.S. Congressional and guberna-
torial races from Louisiana to Connecticut. She also 
served in the development office for the National Law 
Center on Homelessness and Poverty, with a focus 
on poverty advocacy. Melanie received her Bache-
lors in History from UNC, Chapel Hill and her Mas-
ters of Divinity from Virginia Theological Seminary.

SPRING 2019  /  VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN10 



Saturday, June 1
9:30 – 3:00

@Aquia Church

Space is limited. Register 
today at www.thediocese.net.

At its heart, 
stewardship is about “using the gifts God gives us to the 
do the work God calls us to do.” Come with your entire 
church team for a spirited day of creative leadership and 
ministry ideas!

The day will open and close with remarks by our bishops 
and include vibrant workshops and roundtables. Join us 
to connect with lay and clergy leaders from every corner 
of the Diocese of Virginia.

Give them an inquiring 

and discerning heart, 

the courage to will and 

to persevere, a spirit 

to know and to love 

you, and the gift of joy 

and wonder in all your 

works. Amen. 
–  from the Prayer of Thanksgiving 

following Baptism

Cost:
Cost is $35 per person. Special rates for 

church groups of three or more participants. 
Includes lunch. Scholarships available. For 

additional information e-mail Julie Simonton 
at jsimonton@thediocese.net, or call 

1-800-DIOCESE, x. 1035.

Stewardship folks: 
Come to see our all-new visual narrative 

annual giving package for churches!

If you would like a portion of this program 
to come to your region or your church, 
please contact Julie to schedule an 
individual workshop.

Visit www.thediocese.net  
for new additions and agenda.

with
Bishop Susan Goff and
Bishop Bob Ihloff

VitalityVitalityVitality
CHURCH

DAY WORKSHOPS
Annual Giving: “Wonder in All” & 
Reaching New Pledgers 

Christian Formation:  
The Way of Love 

Communications: Storytelling 
through Images

Planned Giving I: Setting Up 
a Planned Giving Program for 
Your Church

Planned Giving II: Creating 
a Legacy Society and Using 
Planned Giving on Demand for 
Your Church

Mission, Outreach & Diversity:  
Engaging Environmental Justice 

Leadership and Ministry: 
Vestry and Clergy Collaborative 
Leadership



LORIN JOHNSON
Anna Julia Cooper Alumni

Why do you feel called to make the trip to Ghana?  
To be a part of the Triangle of Hope?
I feel called to participate in this Ghana trip because I 
have always been a giving person. I know that I have been 

blessed in my life to do things that at one time seemed impossible. I want 
to continue to share my experiences and time with others as a way to give 
back to communities what I was given as a child. I think going on this trip will 
create dialogue that will help in the future individually and as a group.

What do you hope to gain from the experience?
What I expect to gain from this trip is perspective. As a Sociology, 
Communication, and Women’s Studies triple major, people’s social locations 
mean everything to me. I want to experience a way of life that is not the 
same as mine. I want to fully immerse myself in this trip so that I can walk 
away knowing that I have learned all I can from another culture. 

JOE KRZYSTON
Grace and Holy Trinity, Richmond 

Why do you feel called to make the trip to Ghana?  
To be a part of the Triangle of Hope?
I feel called to make the trip to Ghana for a number of 
reasons. In large part, I would like to finish the journey 

that I began in Liverpool in 2012. This pilgrimage experience has impacted 
my life in ways innumerable and profound. Through it, I have come to 
better understand myself, my state, and its history. As a Virginian, and one 

History 
Comes Full 
Circle This 
Summer

Youth Pilgrims Complete the Triangle of 
Hope with Inaugural Trip to Ghana

Three young people from the Diocese 
of Virginia will make a pilgrimage to 
Ghana this summer as part of the 
Diocese’s Triangle of Hope.  
 The Triangle of Hope youth pil-
grimage is a three-year program that 
takes young people to the three hubs 
on the path of the historic Slave Tri-
angle – from Kumasi, Ghana, to Liver-
pool, England to Richmond, Va. The 
mission of the covenantal commu-
nity among the three Dioceses is to 
transform the long history, ongoing 
effects, and continuing presence of 
slavery in our world through repen-
tance, reconciliation, and mission.
 In the past two years, dioce-
san youth from both Liverpool and 
Richmond have visited one anoth-
er’s hometown. This year marks the 
inaugural trip to Ghana, where many 
conquered tribes were sold into the 
Trans-Atlantic slave trade. 
 We asked this year’s partici-
pants to share what brought them 
to the decision to accept this call and 
what they hope to gain from it. Here’s 
what they had to say:

BY NANCY CHAFIN
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descended from Virginians who benefitted from the institution 
of slavery, I feel I must learn more about this history if I am to 
make peace with the past of my people. I’ve inherited this history, 
but it is my own in a number of ways, and I feel called to better 
understand it, and to help with the healing. 

What do you hope to gain from the experience?
I would first like to broaden my perspective. When I think of 
slavery and the history surrounding it, I consider it from an Anglo-
American point of view, which obviously excludes an integrally 
important place and people from my consideration. I look forward 
to questioning some of my preconceptions and reconfiguring my 
understandings of this history. It is only with a more complete 
understanding of slavery that we can move forward and heal.

ISIAH SEABROOK
St. Phillip’s, Richmond

Why do you feel called to make the trip to 
Ghana? To be a part of the Triangle of Hope?
As an African American male, I feel that my 
perspective should be represented on this 

mission. Having participated last summer when the youth from 
Liverpool came to Virginia, we bonded and learned more about the 
effects of slavery on the three countries involved in the Triangle. 

What do you hope to gain from the experience?
I hope to develop relationships with peers in the three countries 
affected by slavery. I hope we can come up with ways to prevent 
this from happening again.

Applications Now Open for  
Next 3-Year Pilgrimage 
The Triangle of Hope is a covenantal community 
dedicated to transforming the long history, ongoing 
effects, and continuing presence of slavery in our 
world through repentance, reconciliation, and mission.

The Diocese begins taking applications this month for 
youth (8th grade and older) to participate in the next 
3-year pilgrimage cycle: Liverpool in 2020, hosting in 
Virginia in 2021, and Ghana in 2022.

TIMELINE
Applications Due - Sept 2019
Selection - October 2019
Preparation & Training – A weekend in Nov 2019, Feb 
and April 2020
Trips: Liverpool – Summer 2020
 Virginia – 2021
 Kumasi – 2022

COSTS
All are encouraged to apply. The Diocese will work 
with all accepted candidates – regardless of their 
financial situation – to make their participation 
possible. Each represented parish will be asked to do 
some fundraising for the pilgrimage.

Participants will prepare together through worship, 
prayer, study, and retreats then travel as pilgrims to 
another diocese or host fellow pilgrims each summer 
for three summers. 

For more information, e-mail  
Triangleofhope@thediocese.net 

To download the application, go to  
http://bit.ly/triangleofhopeNancy Chafin is the Minister for 

Communications for the Diocese 
of Virginia. 

Photos: Rev. Cayce Ramey
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Richmond’s poverty rate – 
nearly double the nation’s

of Richmonders 
under 18 years 
live in poverty.39%

15% of Americans 
live in poverty.

25% of Richmonders 
live in poverty.

Friends with Connections  
Churches Build Relationships to Help People 
Move Out of Poverty

BY NANCY CHAFIN 

Darshee Clarke is getting out. 
Out of public housing, away 
from shootings on her street, 
far from the drug trade around 
the corner. For her, the cycle of 
poverty ends here.
 “I’ve lived like this my whole life. 
I want something different for my kids,” 
she says.
 What makes this single mother 
of four so special? She’s courageous, 
fiercely determined and willing to share 
her journey with some new friends who 
want to walk this mile with her. 
 These recent strangers have a 
powerful network of connections to 
share. They come from a wide range of 
professions, experts in legal matters, 
finance, housing, education, social 
services and health care. 
 These are the volunteers of 
Circles RVA, a non-profit partnership 
that includes six Richmond area 
churches and other organizations. 
Three of those churches are Episcopal 
– St. James’s, St. Paul’s and Grace and 
Holy Trinity.
 Together the churches helped 
to found this local chapter of Circles 
USA in 2018. With over 80 chapters 
nationwide, Circles USA empowers 
motivated low-income participants to 
permanently move out of poverty, and 
offers community residents and faithful 
people with a means to take collective 
action to remove systemic barriers that 
that prevent low-income participants 
from achieving economic stability.

 Rector Bo Milner of Grace and 
Holy Trinity says it was exactly what 
his church was looking for – a way 
to live out their mission priority to 
address the overwhelming poverty in 
neighboring communities. The broad-
based partnership of Circles RVA 
appealed to him.
 “You don’t have to own 
everything,” says Millner. “You can do 
something much bigger together.”
 The Circles model centers on a 
“Circle Leader,” someone living at 150% 
or less of the federal poverty guideline, 
who wants to move out of poverty. 
 They are paired with volunteer 
“Allies,” whose primary aim is to expand 
the Circle Leader’s networks – helping 
them gain access to resources, navigate 
bureaucracies, and leverage social 
relationships and networks they might 
not otherwise have access to. The entire 
coaching process lasts 18 to 24 months. 
 Many people don’t realize the 
role that their social and professional 
networks play in their life until they 
meet someone who doesn’t have these 
connections. Think of the number of 
times you’ve used a friend or colleague 
as a reference. Or how often a friend has 
referred you to the right doctor, lawyer 
or realtor. Or given you a tip on where 
to find child care, a tutor or advocate of 
any kind.  
 Circle Allies and Resource Team 
volunteers are trained to build healthy 
relationships with Circle Leaders and 
their families. The approach emphasizes 

Circle Leader, Darshee, with her Allies, Davis and Alice. 

Darshee believes transparency is a key component of the 

Leader/Ally relationship.
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Is it Working?
Circles USA measures success in concrete 
ways. According to the recent Circles USA 2017 
Impact Report, Circle Leaders achieved increased 
employment, income and home ownership.

Months Months Months
6

+41%
+60%

+88%

12 18

that all relationships are based on 
mutual respect, where everyone has 
an opportunity to give back in some 
meaningful way.
 “It’s just a fantastic model for 
living life. If you’ve been blessed to be 
born into a circle, expand that circle. 
How can you bring in others who can 
benefit from your circle?” asks Kristin 
Blalock, Community Coordinator for 
Circles RVA. 
 Circles leaders are referred 
by social service agencies, schools, 
churches, and other groups. To 
successfully participate, leaders must 
be motivated people living in relatively 
stable situations. 
 “It’s for folks who have a job and 
stable housing but aren’t yet thriving 
economically,” says Blalock. 

Breaking Bread Together
 Circles RVA Leaders and Allies 
meet for dinner every Tuesday at Grace 
and Holy Trinity. Circle Leaders and 
their Allies spend time together focusing 
on the Circle Leader’s life plan and goal 
fulfillment. Many Leaders bring their 
children and child care is provided. 
 Initially, Leaders and Allies attend 
mixers that allow them to get to know 
one another. Leaders can identify Allies 
they have a connection with or who have 
skills that will support their goals. From 
there, they are matched and the work of 
building a real relationship begins.
 “When they first assigned 
me to my Allies, we didn’t have any 
connection,” Darshee recalls. “I needed 
my Allies to know my world, so I invited 
them to my house to see how I live, 
sleep, eat. They were so appreciative. 
They were able to walk in my shoes and 
see how bad I want this.”

Lasting Results 
 Circles focuses heavily on tangible 
goals and tracking tangible results. 
 Darshee’s primary goal is to 
secure safer housing. Prior to joining 
Circles, that seemed impossible. 

 “Every time I approached the 
housing situation and was denied, I gave 
up” says Darshee. “My Ally pushed me to 
fight it. We put together a plan. We got a 
letter from the judge, tons of character 
reference letters, and gathered everything 
we needed for the appeals process.”  
These efforts helped Darshee to get on a 
waiting list for a program that offers an 
alternative to public housing. She’s also 
done some hard work to improve her 
credit score from 574 to 617. 
 Another Circles Leader had 
a stable job but couldn’t make ends 
meet. Rather than leaving a secure job, 
her Allies successfully coached her on 
how to ask for a raise. “Some people 
just don’t know you can ask for a pay 
increase,” says Circles Coach Helen Rai.  

Exposing Systemic Barriers 
 Along with building relationships 
and sharing your circle of connections, 
removing systemic barriers is a core 
component of Circles RVA. 
 “The system is designed to keep 
people where they are,” laments Millner. 
 So once a month, Circles RVA 
hosts an event called the Big View. 
This event takes on a specific topic that 
represents a barrier for low-income 
families, such as child care or lack of 
public transportation. Experts and 
service providers are invited to attend 
these gatherings to hear from Circle 
Leaders about the roadblocks they 
experience and that the providers may 
not be aware of. It’s also an opportunity 
for more volunteers to participate in 
advocacy, including legislative advocacy, 
to change systemic barriers. 

Nancy Chafin is the Minister 
for Communications for the 
Diocese of Virginia. 

Want to Launch a Circles 
Chapter in Your Area?

To find out how a single church can launch 
a Circles chapter, check out Circles 
Ashland at circlesashland-va.org and 
contact St. James-the-Less, Ashland at 
804-798-6336. 
 To explore a model that involves 
many regional partners, contact Circles 
RVA at 888-447-2787. 

Circles RVA Needs You

Circles RVA in actively recruiting leaders, allies 
and other volunteers. If you know someone 
who could benefit from the program, please 
refer them to Circles RVA’s Helen Rai at 888-
447-2787 or hrai@circlesrva.org. If you want 
to volunteer as an ally, resource team member, 
or provide child care, transportation, or meal 
preparation for weekly meetings, contact Circles 
RVA’s Kristin Blalock at 888-447-2787 or 
kblalock@circlesrva.org

38%

Home ownership

+44%

Employment

Increased 
earnings

 With the help of her Allies, 
Darshee is breaking down systemic 
barriers that stand between her and the 
future she wants for her four children. 
Her school-age children attend St. 
Christopher’s School and St. Andrew’s 
School, two excellent Episcopal schools 
in the Richmond region. She hopes to 
move to a neighborhood nearer to her 
son’s school soon and begin training in 
the health care field. 
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That’s 
Messed 
Up! Unconventional 

Worship Style Helps 
Congregations Connect 
with Young Families 

Two words that do not usually come 
to mind when you’re thinking about 

worship in the Episcopal Church. But when St. Peter’s in 
the Woods was looking for a new way to offer worship that 
was especially geared toward families and young children, 
but welcoming to all, we saw the genius of Messy Church. 

What is Messy Church? Messy Church began in 2004, 
when a church in Portsmouth, England, decided to get 
creative in their efforts to reach children and families with 
God’s story. They came up with a fresh approach to whole 
family worship, offering monthly church on a day other 
than Sunday, and that included time for a shared meal, 
Bible-themed activities, music and accessible worship. 
Today Messy Church is used by many denominations and in 
more than 20 countries. 
 The congregation of St. Peter’s in the Woods realized 
that its families – like so many in our churches – were busy. 
Sunday mornings are not always the most convenient 
time to get everyone out of the house, up and dressed for 
Sunday School and worship. 
 And our numbers were reflecting that reality. 
 After discussion with our families, Sunday School 
teachers and church leaders, we decided to give Messy 
Church a try – to reach not only our church families, but 
people who might be new to the church. 
 Our families told us that a monthly Messy Church on 
a Saturday evening from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. would be the best 
time. And so we began a season of preparation - culling 
Messy Church resources, visiting a Methodist church in 

MESSY + 
CHURCH

Williamsburg to observe their Messy Church, planning and 
refining our version, and communicating the excitement 
we all felt about this new way of connecting people and 
God and church.

What Does It Look Like? We launched our first Messy 
Church in January 2018. Our sanctuary was transformed 
into six different stations boasting crafts, activities, service, 
and games related to our Epiphany theme, “Jesus is the 
Light of the World.” We worked hard to promote the start 
of this new worship opportunity and were thrilled to see 
dozens of families and other curious parishioners stream 
in. The energy level was high as the kids moved from 
station to station. Parents joined in and found themselves 
enjoying conversation and making friends. Our Messy 
team members helped little fingers make the crafts and 
reinforce our theme of Jesus and light. 
 A very Messy worship followed. We used a brief 
family-friendly liturgy and service of Holy Communion that 
I created especially for our Messy Church, using resources 
from the Bible Reading Fellowship and elsewhere. The kids 
were sprawled out on the floor, the parents nearby. It was 
noisy and raucous and oh so holy! 
 For me, that is one of the greatest gifts of Messy 
Church – creating a place for families to be together, as 
they are, knowing that God is in the midst of their messy 
and joyful chaos. We concluded our Messy Church with a 
family-friendly meal, generously coordinated, prepared and 
served by our Messy Kitchen team (i.e. no pot luck!). 
 Since last January, our Messy Church has continued 

BY THE REV. SUSAN HARTZELL
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to take shape and grow. Parents tell us 
that their kids love it (they wish church was 
always Messy!) and we’ve seen signs of God 
at work in our midst in whole new ways. 
Our parish administrator and Messy team 
work faithfully to support the planning, 
activities, and meals. On the worship side 
we work in seasonal themes whenever we 
can, including a Messy Holy Week, a Messy 
All Hallow’s Eve, and Messy Christmas. 
 For us, Messy Church has created a 
new way of worship for families and others 
looking to connect with God and church in 
new ways. We continue to work on Messy 
Church as evangelism, and hope to grow 
in reaching and welcoming people new to 
the church.

The Rev. Susan Hartzell is Rector 
of St. Peter’s in the Woods, 
Fairfax Station. 

Maureen Carey-Back is the Lay Pastoral Assistant 
at St. David’s, Ashburn. 

Want to Try 
Messy Church?
For more information on Messy Church, 
contact Rev. Susan Hartzell and check out 
https://messychurchusa.org

BY MAUREEN CAREY-BACK

Messy Church is church! Messy Church is intergenerational! 
Messy Church is fun!
 Messy Church was launched at St. David’s, Ashburn, in 2018. Our 
goal is to transform lives through the intentional focus on joyful worship, 
lifelong learning, celebration of community and engaging outreach. 
The idea of Messy Church was introduced to St. David’s by Rev. Janet 
Roberts of the St. Nicholas Vicarage in Liverpool, England, when she visited 
our church in the summer of 2016. 
 We looked imaginatively at the demographics of the community and 
the families who do not attend church. The idea of connecting people and 
meeting them wherever they are on their spiritual journey seemed exciting. 
 Together with the Holy Spirit, a vision unfolded to develop new 
forms of discipleship that are better suited to the people who would come 
to Messy Church, most of whom are unchurched. 
 Most of the families that participate have pre-school aged children 
and do not regularly attend services. Some have been 
hurt by church. Some find Sunday morning doesn’t 
work for them.  
 Messy Church provides a space to gather in 
a relaxed atmosphere and connect with each other 
with a biblical theme through accessible hands-on 
worship, music, and fellowship with a shared meal. It 
is a sacramental environment with intentional learning 
and worship that is participatory and fun.
 Messy Church takes place quarterly on a Friday 
evening. Participants range from ages 2 to 62. Themes have 
included Eucharist, the Good Shepherd, and Creation. 
 Through Messy Church, St. David’s continues to 
be part of the loving, liberating and life-giving Jesus Movement. Messy 
Church is evangelism. Messy Church is life-giving in building relationships 
with each other and with Jesus. Messy Church is a beautiful extension of 
living the Gospel. 

St. David’s is Messy, Too

At the first Messy Church event, 
families created an altar cloth 
that is used at each gathering 
during Eucharist.
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CLERGY TRANSITIONS

August 1: The Rev. John Thomas’ first day as Rector of Emmanuel, 
Greenwood. His last day as interim rector of Grace, Kilmarnock is 
to-be-determined (summer 2019).

July 7: The Rev. Jason Roberson’s first day as Associate Rector 
of Grace/La Gracia, Alexandria. Jason comes to us from the 
Episcopal Church in South Carolina. 

July 1: The Rev. Amanda Kotval’s first day as Associate Rector 
of St. Paul’s, Ivy. Amanda graduates from VTS in May and was 
ordained a transitional deacon by Bishop Goff on March 2.

July 1: The Rev. Rick Lord will continue as Assistant (part-time) of 
St. Paul’s, Ivy.

June 30: The Rev. Bo Millner retires as rector of Grace & Holy 
Trinity, Richmond.

June 30: The Rev. Philip Morgan retires as rector of Emmanuel, 
Rapidan. 

June 16: The Rev. Kathy Guin retires as rector of St. Margaret’s, 
Woodbridge.

June 10: The Rev. Crystal Hardin’s first day as Assistant to the 
Rector of Christ Church, Georgetown (Washington). Crystal 
graduates from VTS in May.

June 9: The Rev. Kate Bryant’s first day as Priest-in-Charge of 
Leeds, Markham. Kate’s last day as Senior Associate Rector of St. 
James’, Leesburg, is May 12. 

June 1: The Rev. Ann Gillespie’s first day as Senior Associate 
Rector of Holy Comforter, Vienna. Ann most recently served as 
Senior Associate Rector of Christ Church, Alexandria.

June 1: The Rev. Daniel Johnson’s first day as rector of Christ 
Church, Spotsylvania. Daniel graduates from VTS in May and was 
ordained a transitional deacon by Bishop Goff on March 2.

June 1: The Rev. David Crosby begins as Chaplain of St. George’s 
College, Jerusalem.

May 26: The Rev. Molly Bosscher’s last day as associate rector 
of St. Paul’s, Richmond. She has been called as rector of St. 
Andrew’s, Grand Rapids (Michigan).

May 26: The Rev. Amanda Knouse’s last day as Rector of 
Emmanuel, Delaplane. She begins as Rector of St. John’s, 
Lancaster (Central Pennsylvania), on June 30.

May 1: The Rev. Randy Haycock’s first day as rector of St. Luke’s, 
Simeon.

April 28: The Rev. Tim Heflin’s last day as rector of St. Andrew’s, 
Burke. Tim’s first day as rector of St. James’, Alexandria (Western 
Louisiana) is May 19. 

April 28: The Rev. Lucia Lloyd’s last day as Rector of St. Stephen’s, 
Heathsville. Lucia begins as Priest-in-Charge of St. John’s, 
Bowmanville (Diocese of Toronto), on May 1.

April 1: The Rev. Judy Davis’ first day as priest-in-charge of 
Emmanuel, Brook Hill (Richmond).

March 24: The Rev. Margaret Peel’s last day as associate rector of 
St. Andrew’s, Burke. 

March 18: The Rev. Sarah Brockenbrough’s first day as Transition 
Minister for the Diocese of Virginia. She most recently served as 
Associate Rector of Emmanuel, Greenwood. 

March 10: The Rev. Rock Higgins began as Rector of St. James 
the Less, Ashland. Rock formerly served as St. James’ Priest- 
in-Charge.

March 4: The Rev. Eleanor Wellford’s first day as priest associate 
of St. Mary’s, Goochland. 

February 24: The Rev. Grant Ambrose’s last day as Rector of 
Ware, Gloucester. He began as Rector of St. Andrew’s, York 
(Central Pennsylvania), in early March.

Bishop Goff ordained Sarah 
Kye Price to the priesthood 
at St. Thomas’, Richmond 
on May 11, 2019. Sarah was 
ordained to the transitional 
diaconate on November 10, 
2018 at Grace & Holy Trinity, 
Richmond. 

Bishop Goff, God willing, 
will ordain Robert Dilday to 
the transitional diaconate at 
10:30 a.m. on June 15, 2019 
at St. Stephen’s, Richmond. 

ORDINATIONS

Bishop Goff (center) ordained (L to R) Daniel Johnson, Amanda Kotval, Patrick Keyser, 
Crystal Hardin, and Kristin Wickersham to the transitional diaconate on March 2 at 
Good Shepherd, Burke. There will be an ordination of priests at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 7 at St. Mary’s, Goochland. (Photo: Erin Kamran)
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The Mountains are Calling . . .
S H R I N E  M O N T  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Woman’s Retreat - Led by the Rev. Lauren Winner
May 31 - June 2

Painting Creation 
June 7 - 9

Father’s Day on the Links
June 14 - 16

Arranging for the Joy of it - June Retreat
June 28 - 30

Kid’s Stay FREE!
 June 30 -July 5

Summer Celebration
 July 5 - July 7

Summer Camp for Grown Ups
July 13 - 16

SVMF - See the ad in this VE issue 
and visit www.musicfest.org

  WWW.SHRINEMONT.COM / INFO@SHRINEMONT.COM / 540-856-2141

Give to scholarships for 
Shrine Mont Camps.
Your gift empowers us to offer the camp 
experience to as many campers as possible, 
regardless of financial means.

Give to Shrine Mont Camps Scholarships at
www.thediocese.net - www.thediocese.net - 
Click “DONATE” at the top of the page.
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Even though astronauts last took steps on the moon in 1972, their im-
print remains today. What a tremendous legacy! Those footprints will 
stand as a reminder of an accomplishment for generations to come.

a legacy  
that stands 

The 
Test 
of 

Time

What would you do if you had the power to do 
something remarkable today while making an impact 
that would last forever? 

If you have any of the following, then you have a great 
opportunity to leave your own legacy when you review 
and update the beneficiary designations for:

• IRA, 401(k) or 403(b) retirement accounts
• Investment accounts
• Checking, savings or CD account
• Life insurance you no longer need
You have the power and control to tell your 
administrator who will inherit your accounts when you 
pass away, and with a beneficiary designation, you still 
own the account and can continue to use it to meet 
your needs.

To name your beneficiaries, ask your account custodian, 
life insurance agent or bank to send you a beneficiary 
designation form, fill it out and return it.  You can name 
family, friends or an organization like ours to inherit your 
account. When you leave a gift to us, we will be able to 
continue our work.

Questions? Contact  
Stephanie Gurnsey Higgins 

shiggins@thediocese.net 
800-DIOCESE x1031
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 Save the Dates!

Aug. 31 & Sept. 1
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PERIODICAL

110 West Franklin Street

Richmond, Virginia 23220-5095

800-DIOCESE  /  804-643-8451

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN
The Quarterly Magazine of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

The Episcopal Preaching Foundation & the Episcopal Churches of  
the West Richmond Region invite you to

The Foundation’s Preaching Excellence Program will be held 
at the Roslyn Retreat Center, May 27-31

A Service of 
Holy Eucharist

The homilist will 
be the Rt. Rev. J. 
Neil Alexander, 
Dean of the School 
of Theology at 
Sewanee.

Christ Resurrection. 
By Frederick Wilson.
1900. 

Stained glass window for 
All Saints, Richmond. 

Image courtesy of the 
Virginia Museum of  
Fine Arts.

May 30th at 6:00 p.m. @ 

All Saints, Richmond

The Celebrant 
will be the Rt. 
Rev. Susan Goff.


