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Deacons Connect Church & World
Food Trucks Build Community Presence at Church
Small Churches Grow in Local Outreach
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For Christ. For This Time. For all Time.

Letter to the Editor

Who We Are

Bishop Johnston, in the Spring edition of the Virginia
Episcopalian, observes that he is often asked about the
Diocese: “What is it?”, “What does it do?”, etc. But then he all
but ignores the questions and devotes his quarterly column to
the January 2014 Council.
The Council may be important to the Diocese. But the
Diocese surely does not exist just to present a Council to its
member parishes and parishioners. And, to add a cautionary
note to Bishop Johnston’s enthusiasm about the last Council,
it is worth remembering that only about 1 percent of the
diocesan membership were present.
Perhaps a forthcoming issue can address the relevance and
role of dioceses in general and our diocese in particular. I would
hope that the bishop or whoever might author such an article
would keep in mind that many current Episcopalians have
strong congregationalist backgrounds of one sort or another.
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Of the Holy Spirit
the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston

So now we’re in that part of the year that in the Church is
known as “after Pentecost” (as in the “umpteenth Sunday
after Pentecost”). Why make a count of Sundays after the Day
of Pentecost which, this year, was June 8? Because that great
Day of Pentecost, the feast of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the
Church (see Acts 2:1-11), actually concluded the theological
story of the Church Year, properly speaking – Advent through
Easter – and “marks time” until we return to the new Church
Year with next Advent I.
This gives us the opportunity to reflect on that gift of
the Holy Spirit to the Church. Just what is meant by this term,
the “Holy Spirit”? How can we tell anything about the Spirit’s
presence and activity? What does this have to do with your daily
life of faith?
To begin to think about the Holy Spirit, I’d like to go to that
Day of Pentecost itself. That unfathomable day was the time
when God’s own being was joined with the life of the Church.
We are told that following Jesus’ ascension into Heaven, the
Holy Spirit came to the Apostles in the form of “tongues of
flame” with a sound “like the rush of a violent wind.” The
proof of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power was that, as
the Apostles spoke, the people who were present from many
regions heard their own native languages being spoken, all
at the same time. This miracle infused the Church’s ministry
with the very presence of the triune God. Thus, Pentecost is
sometimes referred to as “the birthday of the Church” since
this was the event through which the Church was empowered
by God to begin its mission in the world.
The Day of Pentecost is the assurance that the Church is
what it claims to be: the continuing Body of Christ and the reallife way to live in the saving acts of a gracious God. This means
that Pentecost boldly proclaims that the Church’s power is
nothing less than God’s own power! Who wants a Church that
is only as good or as strong as we are in ourselves? Pentecost
celebrates the fact that the Church has the transforming love
and strength of God to offer to human life.
People are sometimes confused by the unfortunate
modern-day connotations of the old English translation “Holy
Ghost.” That term can lead to thinking of the Spirit as essentially
“Jesus’ ghost.” This is not at all what Scripture says and shows.
The Holy Spirit is not a “ghost,” but rather is no less than God,
present and acting – in dynamic and unpredictable ways – in
Creation and human life. The Holy Spirit is fully God just as the
Son is, and coexists from eternity with the Father and the Son.
We see the Spirit at work in the creation of the world. We see
the Spirit at work in the history of the Hebrews as God’s chosen

people, to whom the Prophets
communicated the will and
ways of God. It is God the Holy
Spirit who has sustained the
Church’s holiness for 2,000
years despite the Church’s
many failings. It is God the
Holy Spirit who enables us to
build up the Kingdom of God
Photo: Brandon Martin
more and more in human life.
Bishop Johnston
Baptism is the gift of the
Holy Spirit to the one being
baptized. It is through that gift
that the Christian is able to know God personally, live in God’s
will, and receive God’s grace. But note that this happens only
after the Spirit filled the Church on the Day of Pentecost. We can
all too easily forget that the activity of the Holy Spirit is primarily
a communal reality. This is certainly not to say that the Holy
Spirit doesn’t move in individual life; after all, Christian history is
full of quite notable, even history-making examples of solitary
inspiration. Even so, the larger record of Scripture and most of
our history show that the movement of the Holy Spirit is first
and foremost a phenomenon of a community of the baptized
(even as small as two or three). This is but one reason why it
is so self-defeating to try to “go it alone” for Christian faith
and life. Moreover, it is essential that we fend off the strong
temptation to equate the will and the work of the Holy Spirit
with our own personal emotions. The Holy Spirit has nothing to
do with our satisfied subjectivism – what makes us feel good,
or comfortable, or correct. The Spirit has everything to do with
what brings our lives closer to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Given
the realities of human nature, I would argue that the leading
of the Spirit in the Gospel is more likely to be uncomfortable,
disorienting and challenging for us.
Something of this is gathered from the imagery in Scripture
evoking the nature of the Spirit: “violent wind” and “fire.” We
know that wind and fire exist beyond us and have overwhelming
power that compels our humility. So it is with the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit is also a power that inspires our gratitude. The
Holy Spirit comes to us to make us God’s own. To that, we can
only respond: “Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God!” t
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Serving Christ through Servanthood
The Vocational Diaconate
Emily Cherry

Upon their ordination, men and women who join the Sacred
Order of Deacons are charged with the following:
God now calls you to a special ministry of servanthood directly
under your bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve
all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely.

At first glance, the ministry of deacons is pretty straightforward:
They are called to serve. But for some, the vocational diaconate is
still shrouded in a bit of mystery – and confusion.
The vocational diaconate is an order still relatively new in the
Diocese of Virginia. To be a vocational deacon means that you are
ordained to serve out your entire ministry as a deacon. Today, 14
people are vocational deacons, and 12 more – eight from Virginia
and three from Southern Virginia – are in the process through
the new Deacons’ School (see article, p. 6). The first class of
vocational deacons in Virginia entered the formation process in
2008, and the deacons were ordained in February 2011.
Change doesn’t always come easily – particularly in a diocese
as historic and steeped in tradition as Virginia. So the “new to
us” order of the vocational diaconate comes with something of

a learning curve. How is a priest different from a deacon? What’s
the difference between a transitional deacon and a vocational
deacon? And what is the role of the deacon in liturgy?
In this collection of articles in the following pages, we’ll
answer those questions as we share the powerful story of
vocational deacons in Virginia.
Beyond the Church Walls
	One of the primary roles of the deacon is that of connector.
The Book of Common Prayer puts it like this: “You are to
interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the
world.” So the deacon lives out ministry inside and outside the
walls of the church. “As deacons, we serve in the world,” says the
Rev. Deacon Don Cady. “We bring the church to the world and
the world back to the church.”
Prior to his ordination, Cady spent 43 years in the
advertising agency business. But on a 2006 trip to the
Holy Land with his wife, Deede, he felt a new calling – “an
experience like I’ve never had in my life,” says Cady. With his
wife’s support, he entered the discernment process to explore
the call to the vocational diaconate.

Photo: Emily Cherry

The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane proclaims the Gospel.
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Our Homegrown Deacons
The Rev. Deacon Barbara Ambrose
The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane
The Rev. Deacon Don Cady
The Rev. Deacon Carey Chirico
The Rev. Deacon Mary Beth Emerson
The Rev. Deacon Christina Garcia
The Rev. Deacon Frederico Garza
The Rev. Deacon Marty Hager
The Rev. Deacon Holly Hanback
The Rev. Deacon Harrison Higgins
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The Rev. Deacon Don Cady consults with Bishop Johnston.

The Rev. Deacon Ed Jones
The Rev. Deacon Linda Murphy
The Rev. Deacon Kathryn Thomas
The Rev. Deacon Danny Wilmoth

The transition from ad exec to deacon was actually a bit
more seamless than one might imagine. “In the advertising
business, I was a salesman,” says Cady, which meant “having
to understand dealing with people [and their] needs, hear what
they have to say, and communicate back.” It’s a similar process in
the diaconate.
Cady serves at Emmanuel, Greenwood, where he works in
pastoral care and mission roles. His newest job at Emmanuel is to
help plug parishioners in to different outreach programs. But his
primary ministry as a deacon – and the area in which he seeks to
connect church and community – is in veterans affairs.
Cady’s work with veterans wasn’t the first ministry path he
explored as a vocational deacon. He had expressed an interest
in creating an inter-connected network of Episcopal school
chaplains. But the Committee on the Diaconate encouraged
him to explore other options. So Cady got to thinking. He had a
cousin who lost his life as a pilot during World War II, as well as a
son-in-law who is a retired Navy SEAL and a son who is a career
naval officer. “There is a huge community, particularly here in
Virginia, that needs services for veterans” says Cady.
So Cady began volunteering at the local Veterans Affairs
hospital, and talking with military chaplains and veterans in the
Diocese. Today, he’s working on building resources and providing
education for churches interested in serving veterans, active-duty
military and their families.
What Cady emphasizes about his work – both in his specific
ministry of veterans outreach, and in his more general ministry
as a vocational deacon – is the importance of communication.
“As a deacon, that’s what I’m called to do,” says Cady: “To
hear people, to be able to hear directly what they say, and hear
what’s behind what they say, and then pastorally to be able to
respond.” Plus, he added, “We as deacons need to be out there
telling our story.”

Serving the Helpless
The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane’s story starts with her
career as an attorney, where her focus was on families and
children who were affected by poverty and legal troubles. “Even
though I took early retirement due to illness, I never lost that
passion for that population,” says Beane.
The Book of Common Prayer tells deacons that “at all times,
your life and teaching are to show Christ’s people that in serving
the helpless, they are serving Christ himself.” That’s a charge
that Beane lives out in her ministry as a deacon at St. Gabriel’s,
Leesburg. “All the ministries I work with kind of reflect the spirit
of Matthew 25,” says Beane: “For I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me.”
At St. Gabriel’s, Beane focuses her attention on several
ministries. Mobile Hope is a program that provides goods and
services to the “precariously housed” – those who are at high risk
for homelessness. She’s energized by Kairos, the Episcopal prison
ministry, as well. She also identifies part of her job as helping
others understand the unique order of the deacon.
“I’m excited about seeing my parish understand more about
what the diakonia means in the parish context,” says Beane.
“The way to show that is by living it out as one of them.” In other
words, the best way to understand the ministry of a deacon is to
see one in action. “I’m an icon of servanthood,” says Beane. “It’s
not something you explain. It’s something you live.”
Cady and Beane are just two of the 14 “homegrown”
vocational deacons living out their servant ministries in the
Diocese of Virginia (see sidebar for the complete list). But for
the entire group, an important part of being a deacon, as Beane
explains, is the emphasis on process and journey. “I spend a lot
of time prayerfully considering, ‘What is my ministry today?’ And
that’s an important question we all have to ask. Not next month
or next year – what is my ministry today?” And today, Beane says,
“I am very content because I see God at work every day in what
I’m doing.” t
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A Deacon’s Ministry

We know that a deacon is a servant who connects the church
with the world outside its doors. But how is that ministry unique
to the diaconate? To get a better understanding, it helps to take
a look at the Book of Common Prayer’s description of the three
sacred orders:

During the liturgy, you’ll see deacons take on roles that are
emblematic of their calling and that represent a specific aspect of
their ministry to the world.
Deacons proclaim the Gospel, leading and inviting others to tell
the story of Jesus to the people among whom they live.

The Holy Scriptures and ancient Christian writers make it clear

Deacons set the Eucharistic table, acting out their servant
ministry by laying out the holy food and drink so that people may
be strengthened to carry Christ out into the world.

that from the apostles’ time, there have been different ministries
within the Church. In particular, since the time of the New
Testament, three distinct orders of ordained ministers have been
characteristic of Christ’s holy Catholic Church.

Deacons give the Dismissal, reminding us that the people of God
are to go out into the world and serve.

First, there is the order of bishops who carry on the apostolic
work of leading, supervising, and uniting the Church.
Secondly, associated with them are the presbyters, or ordained
elders, in subsequent times generally known as priests. Together
with the bishops, they take part in the governance of the Church,
in the carrying out of its missionary and pastoral work, and in
the preaching of the Word of God and administering his holy

Still confused? Then keep reading. In the pages that follow,
we unpack a set of commonly perceived myths about the
vocational diaconate, and give you a glimpse of the new
Deacons’ School program.

Sacraments.
Thirdly, there are deacons who assist bishops and priests in
all of this work. It is also a special responsibility of deacons to
minister in Christ’s name to the poor, the sick, the suffering,
and the helpless.
(BCP p.510)

Deacon
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Debunking the Myths about the Vocational Diaconate
Ed Keithly

Deacons are a ‘step-down’
from priests.

All deacons are on their way to
becoming priests.

A chaplain is a deacon.

This is the most prevalent myth
about deacons. Deacons are a unique
order with a unique call to serve the
poor, weak, sick and lonely. They are
called to and ordained for the special
responsibility of interpreting to the
Church the needs, concerns and hopes
of the world. In turn, deacons move the
Church to respond to those needs.

The transitional diaconate is a step
toward ordination as a priest, typically
lasting six months. On the other
hand, vocational deacons are formed
specifically for that order and will always
serve as deacons. Some in the Episcopal
Church believe that the transitional
diaconate harms the vocational
diaconate and petition General
Convention to end the practice, as it
perpetuates the idea that the diaconate
is a step toward the priesthood, rather
than a unique order.

Some deacons serve as chaplains, but
chaplaincy is not necessarily a diaconal
ministry. Chaplains do vital work,
typically in an institution like a hospital
or school in ministries such as one-onone service to the sick and seeing to the
welfare of the community. However, a
deacon’s ministry is to bring the Church
to know and serve the needs of an
underserved community. For example, a
deacon might educate her parish on the
needs of the local homeless community
and organize the parish to begin a
feeding ministry.

Deacons’ primary ministry is in
the liturgy.

Deacons are paid for their
ministry.

Deacons are called to parishes
just like priests.

The deacon’s role in the liturgy is
important, but the essential ministry
of the deacon is his work in the world.
During a service the deacon reads
the Gospel, sets the table and gives
the dismissal. Each of these roles
symbolizes the deacon’s role in the
world: to proclaim the Gospel, to be a
servant-leader to those in need and to
send the Church into the world to do
Christ’s work.

Deacons are not paid by the church
they are assigned to because a deacon
can’t be expected to be prophetic – to
speak hard truths about the Church
– if they are looking to the Church for
their livelihood. Some deacons work as
church professionals, but they exercise
their diaconal ministry somewhere
besides their workplace. For example,
the Rev. Deacon Ed Jones serves as the
secretary of the Diocese, but serves as
St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach’s deacon, and
the Rev. Deacon Holly Hanback serves
St. James’, Leesburg, as deacon but
works as the director of youth ministry
at St. David’s, Ashburn.

Deacons are assigned to a parish by
Bishop Johnston and serve directly
under his authority, whereas priests are
typically called by the parish to serve.
This is not to say that deacons are
assigned without considering the parish.
Bishop Johnston makes assignments
based on a number of factors, including
the needs of the parish, the particular
gifts of the deacon and proximity.
Deacons typically have a letter of
agreement signed by the deacon, the
bishop and the rector of the parish they
serve, outlining expectations about
how the deacon will carry out his or her
ministry in that parish.
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Ed Keithly
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The Deacons’ School

Visit us online:

thedeaconsschool.org

o

i
When the Diocese of Virginia and the Diocese of
Orville. “And in order to proclaim the Gospel, deacons
D
e
h
T
Southern Virginia set out to create a new, joint
need
to be good preachers. The school works to
E
TH e D weave homiletics work throughout the program, teaching
formation program for deacons, they were very clear
Th
about what the two dioceses needed.
methodology and giving opportunities to preach and receive
“Bishop Hollerith and I knew that we needed a
feedback. Next year they’ll begin preaching at their internship
program that would intentionally prepare deacons
parishes.”
for the unique nature of that order, rather than a
The school prepares deacons for the everyday realities
variation on seminary education for priests,” said
of pastoral care: “We will spend a good amount of time on
the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston, bishop.
personality theory and learning what makes people tick in
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, bishop suffragan, who served as
order to equip them with practical pastoral care skills for a
canon to the ordinary during the early stages of the development variety of settings, whether that be in a hospital or a food
of this program, added, “We knew we had to maintain a healthy
pantry,” said Orville.
balance between rigorous formation and recognizing the reality
“As community leaders, deacons need to be able to
that our postulants for the diaconate typically work full time
articulate what is ethical and how we make ethical choices,” said
throughout their formation, typically continue to work full time
Orville. “For example, if a church is given a bequest to begin a
outside the church when ordained, and typically are not paid for
feeding ministry, deacons will face ethical choices about how
their ministry in the church.”
to spend the money and how to discern what’s right for their
What resulted was the Deacons’ School, a program
community. The school will equip them to make those choices.
designed by the Rev. Lynn Orville in consultation with Virginia
“Deacons model their servant ministry to the Church
and Southern Virginia. Through a grant from the Jesse Ball
through liturgy. It’s important that we prepare deacons to
DuPont Fund, Orville was hired as a curriculum consultant to
understand and plan liturgy so the church can see them as
develop the school and serve as dean and administrator for the
effective servant-leaders,” said Orville.
first two years of the program.
“But most importantly, the school plays on and
The curriculum will focus on seven core subjects: Scripture,
contextualizes the strengths of its students, who come to us
theology, Church history and tradition, homiletics (preaching),
with a wealth of experience, so that they can learn to use their
pastoral care and human awareness, ethics and liturgics. Each
strengths to serve God and His people as deacons,” she added.
unit will look closely at how deacons’ unique call informs the way
“One of our students is a business owner and a registered
they approach the subjects.
nurse. So when we talk about how she might combine what
“Because an essential role of deacons is proclaiming the
she’s learned in the Deacons’ School with her professional skills
Gospel, we want our deacons to be able to handle Scripture
to create a health ministry, we move from the abstract to a real
and theology with accuracy, to be able to talk about who God
possibility of how Virginia and Southern Virginia’s deacons might
is, what He has done and continues to do in the world,” said
continue to heal a hurting world.” t

More Info
• The Deacons’ School consists of nine
weekend retreats meeting quarterly,
spanning just over two years. The first
class of the school will be ordained in
early 2016, God willing.
• Each student studies an average of 10
hours per week.
• In their second year, students will
serve in a practicum placement,
where they will average about 10
hours a week doing diaconal work at a
6

church other than their church home.
• The Rev. Lynn Orville, dean, developed
the spiritual direction curriculum
for the Diocese of Nebraska and
has served as a reader for General
Ordination Exams for 11 years.
Her thesis at Virginia Theological
Seminary developed a new approach
to adult spiritual formation that
combines research on adult learning
styles and spiritual development

Virginia Episcopalian / Summer 2014

theology. She is putting that thesis to
use with the Deacons’ School.
• Although the next class will not
begin until 2016, the diocesan
discernment process is not on hold.
The Committee on the Diaconate
continues to hold postulancy
interviews and Bishop Johnston
continues to grant postulancy.

Connecting Christian Faith with Daily Life
Paula Neely

Every Sunday, as many as 200 college students attend a 5
p.m. service with Eucharist followed by free dinner at Christ
Church, Charlottesville, according to David Zahl, college and
young adult minister.
“We’re downtown, and they can get away from grounds,”
said Zahl. “It’s an old beautiful church -- very welcoming, not
terribly formal. There’s guitar, mandolin and piano music, and
bluegrass style hymns. It resonates with them.”
Most of the students are from the University of Virginia;
some are from the Piedmont Community College. The church
provides transportation.
Initiated about 10 years ago by the Rev. Paul Walker,
rector of Christ Church, the free dinners include freshly
prepared items such as meatloaf, pot roast, chili, pasta, salads
and vegetarian options. Desserts are homemade.
“What better way to make people feel welcome than to
feed them?” Zahl asked. Christ Church also offers students
lunches and coffees “on grounds” for small-group Bible studies.
Since 2010, the 30-something minister has worked
part-time at Christ Church. But part of his personal ministry
extends beyond the church walls.
In 2007, Zahl founded Mockingbird Ministries “to connect
Christian faith with the realities of daily life.” He and other
founding members had observed that many people thought
Christianity was about rules, oppression and negativity. “We
wanted to put our energy into getting the Gospel out there in
a lively form, in a fun way,”
he said. “We approach all
aspects of daily life with a
Christian conviction that’s
playful and creative.”
They chose Mockingbird
as the name of the ministries
because they are repeating
God’s message. “The refrain
is always about love and
mercy. It’s a message we’ve
heard,” Zahl said.
When Walker invited
him to work part-time at
Christ Church in 2010, Zahl
moved the ministry to Charlottesville and continues to serve
as executive director. Office space is provided by the church.
“There are no official ties – just a lot of affection,” he said.
Mockingbird is not officially affiliated with any denomination.
The charitable organization currently produces a website

(mbird.com) that posts three blogs a
day and receives 125,000 page views
a month.
A new quarterly magazine
evolved out of the website.
“We wanted to write longer
things. All of us love books and the
printed page,” he said. The
first issue, funded
through a grant, was
distributed to 2,500
readers in March,
David Zahl
and subscriptions are
available.
	Over 40 writers, mostly volunteers from myriad locations
and walks of life, submit articles for the website, magazine
and other Mockingbird resources.
Mockingbird also hosts two annual conferences, one in
New York City and one in the South. As many as 300 people
from different religious backgrounds attend the three-day
event, according to Zahl.
After Zahl graduated from Georgetown University with honors
in German and history, the New York native served as a youth
minister for FOCUS (Fellowship of Christians in Universities
and Schools) at college preparatory schools in New England.
He also worked at Calvary-St. Georges Episcopal Church in
New York City. Married with two children, Zahl also ministers
to young adults in their 20s and 30s and to young families at
Christ Church. They have a social event every six weeks with
free child care, and there are service opportunities for those
who want to participate.
Zahl said young adults often have issues with
“performancism,” where everyone’s value is related to how
well they perform. “Knowing that you are loved in spite of
your weaknesses hits the heart.”
“People in their 20s just want to get to know each
other, and families just want to hang out together and make
friends,” he added. “We try not to ask too much of young
families. They are doing all they can to get by. There’s no
pressure to serve unless they want to.”
A licensed lay preacher, Zahl said the message from the
pulpit is the Good News. “We acknowledge how hard life is
and provide a sense of grace and that God loves you. There’s
no homework or politics.” t
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Church Schools Integrate Outreach and Creativity
Ed Jones

The breeze off the Rappahannock
River gave the springtime campus
of St. Margaret’s School an idyllic,
otherworldly feel. But as I learned
during a visit this April, that’s
not the whole story. Within the
walls of the cozy Tappahannock
compound, the 123 girls and young
women of St. Margaret’s were
revving up their academic engines.
At the smallest of the Diocese’s six
Church Schools, nestled in a town
on the Middle Peninsula, splendid
isolation and academic energy can
creatively co-exist.
Eighty-five miles to the northwest,
within a couple of traffic jams of the
nation’s capital, St. Stephen’s and
St. Agnes School spreads over three
Alexandria campuses. The largest of
the Church Schools with 1,100 students,
SS&SA sports hallways that feel like a
large suburban school. But within the
classrooms, small, creative groups offer
the intensely personal touch that has been
a hallmark of a Church School education.
It’s an educational opportunity
made possible by the foresight of
Bishop William Cabell Brown and the
diocesan Councils immediately after
World War I, who created a school
system with a direct connection to the
Diocese. Indeed, during the 1930s and
‘40s, as much as half of the diocesan
budget was committed to service the
bond issues floated to acquire land and
construct buildings for the schools.
Today, through his presidency of the
Church Schools, Bishop Shannon
Johnston remains thoroughly involved
in the life of the schools, which, with
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Students at St. Margaret’s, Tappahannock, make outreach a focus – including when
student body helped plan and execute this mural at St. Timothy’s Catholic Church.

the probable exception of Trinity Wall
Street, constitute the largest single
Episcopal institution in the United States
– not to mention the church’s largest
youth group!
There’s plenty of diversity within
the Church Schools, which include St.
Christopher’s and St. Catherine’s in
Richmond, Christchurch in Middlesex
County and Stuart Hall in Staunton. For
example, most of the eighth- through
12th-grade girls at St. Margaret’s board
there, while prekindergarten-to-12thgrade, coed St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes
is exclusively for day students.
But all the schools share a
commitment to providing a student
experience that not only educates but
also helps to form the character of
young men and women. As part of that
formation, they share an emphasis on
outreach to the community – efforts
that Johnston has suggested might
be integrated more closely to parish
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outreach in the Diocese.
At St. Margaret’s, outreach can
range from art students painting a
mural on an abandoned building in the
town to senior projects that can lead to
opportunities around the globe. During
our April visit, one senior reported to her
classmates on spending spring-semester
time teaching in a school in Mexico.
At SS&SA, outreach opportunities
include a school in Haiti, an orphanage
in Romania and a feeding program
for mothers and children in Northern
Virginia. Every small cluster of students
in the Upper School has an outreach
project to help the poor or poor in spirit
during the school year. Every student
has to complete a 40-hour outreach
project before he or she can graduate.
Another trait shared by St.
Margaret’s and St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes is a transition in leadership at
a particularly challenging time for
private schools.

	Lindy Williams has brought energy
and empathy to her first year as head
of school at St. Margaret’s. Building on
Margaret Broad’s 24-year tenure in the
job, Williams has worked to enrich student
opportunities and to build enrollment.
Kirsten Adams will soon be arriving
at SS&SA as the new head of school.
She will apply her experience from
several private schools, including the
National Cathedral School, to the
challenge of building on a remarkable 30
years of service by Joan Holden. During
that time, a school with a significant
debt and a great deal of deferred

maintenance evolved into a virtually
debt-free school with an endowment
approaching $30 million.
More fully integrating the outreach
and creativity of Church Schools into
the diocesan family could lead to new
ideas for education and formation.
There’s also a lot we all could learn
from a school like St. Margaret’s, whose
motto is, “As we grow in age, may we
grow in grace.” t

At St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School in Alexandria, students must complete a 40-hour
outreach project before graduation. Here, students and faculty plant a tree during
Earth Week 2014.
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Hungry for Hospitality
Food truck courts come to Richmond-area churches
Emily Cherry

Emmanuel, Brook Hill, in Richmond is a church

invite people back into our property, to let them know

that’s tucked away a bit, off a busy road. “It’s been

that it’s a place of welcome,” said Wingo.

there since 1860, but still sometimes people in the

It’s a ministry of hospitality for the members

surrounding area don’t know it’s there,” said the

of Emmanuel, who are offering their property to a

Rev. Sara-Scott Wingo, priest-in-charge. So the

number of food truck vendors on Wednesday evenings

congregation came up with an innovative idea to help

throughout the summer for the first time. Attendees

build visibility: hosting a food truck court.

bring folding chairs, take their pick from a variety of

“We thought this would be a wonderful way to

vendors and spend a post-work evening enjoying

At Emmanuel, Brook Hill, in Richmond, the congregation plans to expand its Wednesday evening food truck offering to include a
contemplative Eucharist option, so folks can “get a taste of what the Episcopal Church is like, if there’s some curiosity,” said the
Rev. Sara-Scott Wingo, priest-in-charge.
Photos: John Dixon
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Photos: Emily Cherry

In addition to making use of a piece of infrequently used property and welcoming
neighbors to the church, the food truck court at All Saints’, Richmond, has had the benefit
of pushing members outside of their normal comfort zones, explained Suzanne Wade, one
of the event coordinators.

company and good food. Greeters
are on hand to welcome visitors
and provide those interested with
information, and they plan on offering a
contemplative Eucharist on Wednesday
evenings – “just so that people can have
an opportunity to get some spiritual
refreshment, as well,” said Wingo.
While they’re hopeful that
hosting the food truck courts might
attract new members, that’s not the
end goal. “We are definitely
hoping to grow the church,”
said Wingo. But “whether
the church grows numerically
or not … anytime you show
Christian hospitality, it’s going
to be important.”
The members of All
Saints’, Richmond, also show
its hospitality to visitors in
the form of a food truck
court. Now in its second year,
the congregation is seeing
some growth, with equal
numbers of parishioners and
non-parishioners swelling the
ranks of hungry guests. April
Cain and Suzanne Wade, All
Saints’ parishioners, have
been the primary organizers
of the effort, which includes
coordinating with one of the
local organizations of food
truck vendors on the logistics.
In fact, All Saints’
sees its ministry as one that serves
the vendors, by supporting small
entrepreneurs. The churches don’t
charge the vendors to use their space.
For the Rev. Brent Melton,
rector, part of the draw of the food
truck court is the evangelism factor,
and the ability to “meet [people] on
common ground, outside of Sunday,”
he explained. A hospitality tent greets
newcomers, and the church invites local
musical acts to perform.
It’s also been an exciting way to
breathe new life into the property during
a traditionally quiet season. “Having
been a parishioner here forever, I just
loved seeing this piece of property being
used,” said Wade. t
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Celebrating
the Arts
Festivals, shows and performances
around the Diocese

Goodwin House Alexandria
hosts an annual art show
plus a Spring Fling, a
musical program featuring
residents and staff
performing together.

Each fall brings Heavenly Creations, a juried art show
and sale, to St. James the Less, Ashland. This year’s
show is slated for Nov. 21-22.

St. James’, Mount Vernon, will host its seventh annual
Art & Craft Fair on Sept. 20.

St. Mary’s, Arlington, is host to a photography show for
high school senior and parishioner Grace Grattan.

The church preschool is the host
of the show at the Noodles and
Doodles Art Auction and Dinner at
St. Stephen’s, Catlett.

12
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A Psalm of Praise
A prayer for the Shout It from the Mountain Campaign,
by the Rev. Daniel Robayo, Campaign Chaplain

Blessed are you, O Lord our God,
creator, redeemer, and sustainer of all that is, seen and unseen.
All your works bless you; all creation sings your praises;
all things highly exalt you and magnify you forever.
The mountains and hills, the fields and valleys,
all that is green and grows from the ground blesses you.1
Shrine Mont proclaims your love, beauty and glory.
Every cottage, cabin and field magnifies you;
every child, counselor and grownup extolls you;
every healing spring, every sweet toll of the dinner bell and every glorious sunrise
rings in thanksgiving for your great goodness,
your steadfast love and for the beauty of your radiance.
We thank you, God, that we can shout your love from the mountain.
We thank you, God, for each most amazing day,
for the leaping greenly spirits of trees and a blue true dream of sky;
and for everything which is natural which is infinite which is yes. 2
We thank you, God, for planting in the heart of your people
the desire to shout your praises by preserving, sustaining and enhancing
this place set apart for the reuniting, rejoicing and renewal
of all your children.
Grant us the joy of seeing Shrine Mont brighten, blossom and bloom
to the well-being of your people and to your honor and glory.
Grant us the peace of meeting you in Shrine Mont in such a special way
that our eyes and ears may be attuned to see and hear you
everywhere we go
and in everyone we meet.
Grant us the love of your Son Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord,
who so draws us to you
that we may ever embrace one another and all your works
in wonder, love and praise.
Accept these our praises, thanksgivings and petitions
through the same Jesus Christ,
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,
in light everlasting now and forever. Amen.

When will I be asked to give?
Because the Diocese of Virginia is home to 80,000 Episcopalians and
covers a wide geographic area, we are tackling this campaign goal in
phases. This will take the rest of 2014 and into 2015 to accomplish.
Rest assured that the campaign will offer you an occasion to participate!
Your opportunity may take the form of one of several possibilities:
• It may be through a special fundraising event that your parish puts
together, through a special Sunday offering, or through a minicampaign in your own church. There will be a way to give online through

1 from the Song of Azariah

the campaign website (ShoutItfromtheMountain.org), and we are
looking into how you can give electronically by using your phone!
• If you just can’t wait any longer, please contact Kirk Gibson at
cgibson@shentel.net, or Julie Simonton at jsimonton@thediocese.net.
Please make your commitment after you have prayerfully considered
the level at which you will participate. And thank you for participating in
this campaign that will change the lives of many campers!

2 e.e. cummings, “i thank you god”
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Mission and Growth in Midst of Crisis
Emily Cherry

Just over a week after the bishop of the newest Episcopal
diocese in the Philippines was consecrated on Nov. 23,
2012, Super Typhoon Bopha hit, killing over 1,000 people
and destroying homes and land. Almost 12 months later, in
November 2013, came Super Typhoon Haiyan, killing as many
as 10,000 people, making it the one of the deadliest storms in
the Philippines to date. As the Rt. Rev. Jonathan L. Casimina,
bishop, put it, “We began our diocese with a typhoon, and we
ended our first year with a typhoon.”
In between those environmentally catastrophic bookends
came plenty of struggles for the Diocese of Davao in the
Episcopal Church of the Philippines, which today is a year
and a half old. While facing the usual start-up challenges of
staffing, finances and vision-building, the diocese also had to
look outward to its community, and quickly determine what
role disaster response would play in its ministry. But it’s those
struggles that have helped form the new diocese, according
to the bishop. “Even in crisis, there’s always an opportunity
for mission,” said Casimina. “And that’s where our church is
actually being defined.”
In March 2014, staff from the Diocese of Virginia visited the
Episcopal Church of the Philippines, where Young Adult
Service Corps volunteer Ashley Cameron of St. James’s,

Leesburg, is stationed (see sidebar). “Our goal in making this
trip was to learn how the Episcopal Church of the Philippines
approaches its ministries,” said Buck Blanchard, director for
mission and outreach. “It’s important for us to make those
personal connections with our brothers and sisters in the
Anglican Communion to see what unites us,” he added.
During their visit, the Virginia team members toured
several dioceses in the north to learn about their ministries
and development projects, in addition to a trip to the Diocese
of Davao. The Episcopal Diocese of Davao is located on the
island of Mindanao, in the southern Philippines. When Haiyan
– or Yolanda, as it is known locally – hit, it targeted victims
a bit farther north. As a group that had previous experience
responding to natural disaster with Typhoon Bopha, the
Diocese of Davao started to mobilize. Within one week, the
diocesan youth and the Episcopal Church Women group had
hosted a “Dinner for a Cause” to raise funds to support the
typhoon victims. High-school students had gone door-to-door
to collect over $2,000 to donate to diocesan relief efforts.
The diocese identified in the tragedy an opportunity
for ministry – an opportunity to claim an identity in the face
of disaster. Casimina looked at the situation like this: “If we
make ministry our priority, God will definitely provide for
our needs.” So three weeks after the storm, the diocese
The newly formed Diocese of Davao has an outward approach
to mission and ministry.
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organized a team of 30 people – including almost all of the
diocesan staff members, some local clergy and a team of
medical volunteers from the Diocese of Sebah in Malaysia – to
take a disaster response trip to Bantayan, a small island where
almost all of the homes were destroyed.
The Episcopal Church of the Philippines does not have
any congregations on Bantayan, where the population is
mostly Roman Catholic. But, as Casimina explained, “It feels
good to help your neighbor… but it feels better to help a
stranger.” He added, “It is incumbent on our part to really
help, regardless of what their religion is. That is one of the
strengths of the Episcopal Diocese of Davao.”
The Virginia team spent time with national and diocesan staff,
learning about rebuilding and rehabilitation efforts. “The
Episcopal Church of the Philippines’ approach to typhoon
relief is community-based – and by no means limited to
Episcopal communities,” said Blanchard. In the Diocese of
Davao, Blanchard added, “I was impressed at their focus
on mission outside themselves.” Following the December
2012 Typhoon Bopha, known locally as Pablo, diocesan
representatives traveled to outlying areas to offer relief and
rebuilding services. In one area, after receiving aid from the
Diocese of Davao, the local residents wanted to join and
worship in the Episcopal Church. “They asked us not only

to sustain their material needs, but to sustain their spiritual
needs, as well,” said Casimina. And so the Chapel of the
Transfiguration was created in the Diocese of Davao. “As a
result of that outward look, they’re growing,” said Blanchard,
“and we can learn from that.”
Typhoons are a constant for the 7,000-plus islands that make
up the Philippines, and likewise, typhoon response is a top
priority for the Episcopal Church of the Philippines, which
became an official missionary district of the Episcopal Church
in 1901 and later was a diocese of the Episcopal Church. In
1990, it became an independent province of the Anglican
Communion, and continues today in a covenant relationship
with the Episcopal Church.
The Church’s response focuses on sustainability and
community loan programs – and it’s a church-wide effort.
Throughout the process, they’ve found that, “disasters
usually bring out the best in communities,” said Floyd
Lawlet, provincial secretary for the Episcopal Church of the
Philippines. “Our people have become more open to giving to
others,” said Lawlett. “There’s an openness to share not only
money, but [products] of our own communities.” t
Learn about Episcopal Relief & Development’s response to Typhoon
Hayian at episcopalrelief.org

YASCer Ashley Cameron
The Episcopal Diocese of the Philippines is home to three
volunteers from the Episcopal Church Young Adult Service
Corps (YASC). Margaret Clinch of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
serves at a school, Andrew Joyce from the Diocese of Kentucky
serves at a farm, and Virginia’s own Ashley Cameron of St.
James’s, Leesburg, serves the Diocese of Santiago.
Cameron majored in Spanish at the University of

Mary Washington. But it was her studies in economics
and her experience working with micro-finance projects in
Honduras during college that made her a fit for the Diocese of
Santiago’s Episcopal Development Foundation of St. Mark’s.
The Foundation is an established micro-lending institution
that offers loans of roughly $100 to $1,000 to over 1,000 clients
in the Santiago city area.
A day in the life for Cameron includes processing loan
applications and meeting with applicants, paired with field
visits to the various market owners and farmers who receive
loans from the organization.
Cameron will leave her post in August, and plans to
move to the Washington, D.C., area to pursue a job in social
enterprise or micro-finance. But she will take her YASC
lessons with her: the ability to adapt, and be flexible; the
need for self-awareness, and for collaboration. “Before
coming to YASC … I enjoyed doing everything on my own,”
said Cameron. “But it’s really taught me that you can’t do it
all by yourself, and you’re not supposed to. You can learn a
lot by asking others for help.”

Photo: Emily Cherry

Young Adult Service Corps member Ashley Cameron works with
micro-finance clients in the Diocese of Santiago in the Philippines.
Summer 2014 / Virginia Episcopalian
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I don’t remember my baptism said the Rev.

.

Deacon Mary Beth Emerson I just barely

.

remember my confirmation But getting

.

her first tattoo was different This

.

was something I did as a real adult she
explained the decision to get a tattoo was

.

a reminder of an important spiritual event
in her life : her ordination
To some, the image of a person with a collar and
a tattoo is a bit incongruous. But for Emerson
and other ordained folks in the Diocese, body art
speaks to their ministry and serves as a physical
reminder of faith.
Emerson was one of the first ordained
vocational deacons in the Diocese of Virginia.
Along with her fellow ordinands, “We joked
that if we ever got ordained, we’d have to do
something legendary to mark it.” So a few
months after her February 2011 ordination,
Emerson and her then-18-year-old daughter
made a trip to Keepsake Tattoo.
	Her choice for the artwork? A triquetra, a
triangular Celtic symbol of interwoven rings,
also known as a trinity knot. “A triquetra is
the God symbol I’ve always wanted,” said
Emerson: “Endless, eternal, mysterious, threein-one, more.”
	Now, when Emerson looks at her
arm, she’s reminded of the vows
she took at her ordination.
“Ordination is not magic,”

Photos: John Dixon

she said. “It’s a process that continues. It’s a
before and it’s an after and it’s a during and
it’s a continuation. So [the tattoo] was just
this kind of physical promise that I made in
addition to the spiritual one.”
The Rev. Rock Higgins’ tattoo also
For the Rev. Deacon Mary
commemorates his ordination. He and his
Beth Emerson, the triquetra
fellow seminarian classmates had gifted the
symbol is “endless, eternal,
Baptist Theological Seminary in Richmond
mysterious, three-in-one.”
with a stained glass window in honor of
their spirituality professor, Dr. Glenn Hinson.
Hinson always used a particular William Blake
quote that spoke to Higgins: “And we are put on earth
a little space, / That we may learn to bear the beams of
love.” The large and colorful tattoo on Higgins’ arm
represents that same sentiment.
Today, Higgins serves as assistant rector at St.
Thomas’, Richmond, and the stained glass tattoo is one of
several that he has. After accepting the call at St. Thomas’,
their first question to their new clergyperson was, “Now
tell us about your tattoos.”
“They were not an issue,” said Higgins,
“which was refreshing.”
For the Rev. Ben Shelton, associate
rector at St. Francis, Great Falls, his
Coptic cross tattoo is a reminder of
a spiritual journey. In 2007, he led
a group of teenagers from Christ
Church, Blacksburg, on a pilgrimage
along the Camino de Santiago, or the
Way of St. James, in northern Spain.
“I think there’s still a popular
conception that somehow tattoos
are kind of rebelling, or trying to be
different in some way,” said Shelton.
“I was actually not trying to rebel or
be different. I was trying to connect
myself with a larger group of people.” He
explained that early Christians traveling on

The Rev. Rock Higgins got his shoulder tattoo as a reminder of his ordination.
Ink continued on page 18
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Ink continued from page 17

a holy pilgrimage would have crosses tattooed on their skin to
ensure a Christian burial in the event of death.
“The Coptic cross reminds me that, as a Christian, I am
connected to a body much larger than myself,” said Shelton.
The Rev. Leslie Hague’s tattoo on her arm also reminds
her of a pilgrimage she took on sabbatical in 2008. Hague is
rector of St. Michael’s, Arlington. “God just called me to Iona,”
she said. “I just felt that pull in my heart.”
The island of Iona, off the coast of Scotland, is home to an
abbey and is a center of Christian community and monasticism.
“I wanted something that would be a part of me to reflect the

The Rev. Leslie Hague’s tattoo is a

The Rev. Canon Dr. Alonzo Pruitt’s wrist

The crucifer tattoo on the Rev. Sandy

commemoration of her pilgrimage to

tattoo depicts the unpronounceable

Graham’s leg is “part of my spiritual

the island of Iona.

name of God in Hebrew characters.

journey.”

transformation that Iona had on me,” said Hague. “The tattoo
was, for me, a very meaningful way to do that.”
So she picked a turquoise blue color to remind her of the
shockingly blue waters off the cost of Iona, and the design of
a Celtic knot cross to remind her of the Celtic spirituality she
experienced. “It is a representation to me of a time in my life
where God really touched me,” said Hague.
As far as reactions go when folks learn that she’s an
ordained person with a tattoo, the feedback has been more
happy than condemnatory, said Hague. “It kind of, in a way,
makes me more human for some people,” she explained.
The Rev. Alonzo Pruitt, chief of chaplains for the
Richmond City Jails, has a similar experience when it comes
to the humanizing effect of his five tattoos, which have been
“unintentionally evangelistic devices,” he explained, “because
some people do see it as incongruous.” And so those
conversations can open up the opportunity to discuss biblical
interpretation. Plus, Pruitt added, in the jail environment, “a
priest who has a tattoo seems to make a statement about not
being ‘holier than thou.’”
18

Pruitt’s tattoos include a crown of thorns – a reminder
“that God made incredible sacrifices for us” – and the
unpronounceable name of God in Hebrew characters. “The
things that I do with my hands should reflect the things
that God would want done with them, and not just my own
decision making,” said Pruitt, who also serves as vicar at
Calvary, Hanover.
“I know that there are people who think of it as being in
violation of the biblical warrant,” said Pruitt. But “I don’t think
of myself in any way as having distanced myself from God or
His claim on me simply because I have body art.”
The Rev. Sandy Graham’s tattoo specifically represents
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his ministry. The tattoo on his calf depicts an angelic crucifer
wrought in iron – the imagery used on the weather vane
at the Holy Cross Monastery in New York, where he is an
associate. In the Diocese, he serves as associate rector at
St. Andrew’s, Burke.
“The image of the crucifer in general has been an
important one for me,” said Graham. “On the one hand, it’s
our job as priests to hold forward the cross to people and
to proclaim Christ in that way. On the other hand, we’re
followers, and the best symbol for that is the crucifer on
Sunday morning: We go where they go.”
The reactions that parishioners and others have had to
his tattoo have been generally positive. Some ask “if it’s real,”
while others are excited to share their own tattoos. “I think
anyone who [gets a tattoo] is aware that there are some
people who disapprove, but you take that like any choice you
make,” said Graham. “It’s part of my spiritual journey. It’s part
of who I am.” t

Spiritual Stewardship
Kendall Martin

“ How do we bring our first gift to
God? How do we give of ourselves?”
These are the questions the Rev. Sven
vanBaars, rector of Abingdon Church,
White Marsh, contemplated as his parish
started the conversation of expanding
annual stewardship beyond the financial
and into the spiritual.
The parishioners at Abingdon
wondered how they could contribute
beyond annual pledges and volunteer
hours. The conversation morphed into
their diocesan giving. While Abingdon
has steadily increased its monetary
support to the Diocese, with the hopes
of increasing support by 1 percent
each year, the parish considered how
its time could be even more valuable
than monetary support. And so the

idea was born to give 10 percent of
average Sunday attendance to diocesan
leadership roles.
In addition to committing to a
percentage of people who would
volunteer for diocesan roles, Abingdon
had to determine which volunteer roles
would qualify. It decided that, in order
for the time volunteered to count, the
individual had to be primarily giving to
the ministry of the Diocese, rather than
receiving from it.
Currently, average Sunday
attendance is about 130 people with
about 13 serving in diocesan leadership
roles. Now in phase two, Abingdon
is in the process of assessing where
the energy and gifts are lining up, and
matching individuals to the commissions

and committees where parishioners
feel the most energy and commitment.
At the feast of Pentecost, the parish
hosted an outreach fair where each
ministry provided information on what it
does and how one can get involved. One
of the ministries represented was the
Diocese, with the intention of describing
the many ways parishioners can be
involved at that level.
“The more we can make real the
ministries of the Diocese to the people,
the easier it will become. The long-term
hope is to continue to build bonds
between what we do in a parochial
ministry and what we do in diocesan
ministries,” said vanBaars. t

Members of Abingdon Church at the
April Dandelion Festival in Gloucester, Va.
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Finding Vibrancy through Outreach
Megan-Drew Tiller

Across the Diocese, churches are discovering new life and
Both churches have found strength and growth through
re-energizing through outreach to their local communities.
their work in outreach. “It’s very exciting,” said MacPhail. “It
Through their food pantry and summer lunch program for
feels like there’s a lot happening, just a palpable excitement
youth in Clarke County, Christ Church, Millwood, is blurring
about who we are and where we’re going.” This summer, Christ
the lines between the church and the rest of the community.
Church will begin a summer feeding program in Clarke County,
Wendy Clatterbuck, a parishioner at Christ Church and
which received a Mustard Seed Grant from the Diocese of
chairperson for the Christ Church Cares Food Pantry, says
Virginia this year. “As far as we know,” MacPhail said, “this is
that the food pantry is a place where clients and volunteers
the first time that all three Episcopal Churches in Clarke County
work and pray alongside one another. The Rev. Karin
will be involved in ministry and outreach together.” Not only
MacPhail, rector at Christ Church, says they are sending out
has outreach inspired a re-engaging in the community, but “it’s
the message, “We are part of the community. We are your
expanded our connection with our Episcopal Church brethren.”
neighbor. We want to welcome you!” MacPhail calls the Christ
At St. Luke’s, Willms noted that “we’re a small
Church Cares Food Pantry a “ministry of healing,” which has
congregation, but we can do this. We’re trying to partner with
given the congregation a positive way to connect with each
things already going on in the community, and this is something
other and the community. “It has brought about a flourishing
we can give back. All of these community projects we have
of the inner life of the congregation,” said MacPhail. “It feels
interfaced with now know we are here. They’ve got us in their
alive and joyful and authentic!”
back pocket.” Moreover, Willms added, “If someone is suffering,
St. Luke’s, Simeon, is experiencing a similar burst of
it affects their family. It spreads into the workplace, the
growth, thanks in part to its ministry with active members
community. It’s all of our issue, our responsibility. We have to
of the military, veterans and their families. “For new people
reach out.” MacPhail agrees, saying that involvement in ministry
checking out St. Luke’s, they like to see that something is going
“taps into the need to be ministers, to do something significant
on,” said the Rev. Dr. Ann Willms, vicar. “I think that that lends
for other people.” t
to the energy of potential growth [of our congregation].”
Their involvement in this ministry has led the members of
the congregation to “do something they normally wouldn’t
have done,” said parishioner Lou Lamb, who has taken a
leadership role in this work. “I was a little reluctant about
the [“4 the Wounded 5K”], and yet the response has
been wonderful. It’s really brought people out!”
Eighteen members of the congregation, ages 3 to
79, walked the “4 the Wounded 5K,” which took
Christ Church, Millwood
place in Charlottesville on June 7 to benefit the
national Wounded Warriors Project.
“It’s a really great way to raise
awareness of our church and this
ministry, and to raise money,” said
Willms, adding that the congregation
at St. Luke’s, Simeon, is learning what
challenges face veterans when they
St. Luke’s, Simeon
return home and how the church can
welcome these men and women and their
families. “There’s a lot of pain out there,”
she said. “What can we do to alleviate it?”
The congregation works with a number of
local organizations to serve veterans and
families from the Charlottesville area.
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rd Seed Grants in 2014
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Christ Church,
Alexandria

All Saints-Sharon
Chapel, Alexandria

$5,000

Christ Church, Millwood

Lazarus Ministry Food
Pantry

$3,517.50
Stained Glass Door Repair

ni
za
tio
ns
.

$2,500
Summer Feeding Program for
Youth of Clarke County

Church of Our
Saviour, Montpelier

Christ Church,
Winchester

$8,000

$1,500

ECW

Furnishing Church
Expansion

Dominican Republic Mission
Trip and Vacation Bible
School

$15,000
Mothers’ Union of Bukavu,
Congo, Sewing Machines

La Iglesia de San
Marcos

Emmanuel,
Harrisonburg

Leeds Church,
Markham

$2,500

$4,000
Bathroom Renovation

$5,000

Congregational Leaders
Retreat

New Community Center
in Guatemala

St. John’s, West Point
$5,000

St. James’s, Richmond

Region XIII

$5,000

$4,975
Facility Improvement at
St. Marc Schools in
Trouin, Haiti

Youth Mission Project on
Mattaponi Reservation

Walling in a Multi-Use
Compound in Cap Haitien

St. Thomas’,
Richmond
$5,750

St. Mary’s,
Colonial Beach
$10,000
Safety Renovations of Fire
Escape and Wheelchair
Access

St. Peter’s, Port Royal
$7,000

Technology Systems
Upgrade

Historic Organ Repair
and Restoration
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Spirit,

Mind –

and
Kendall Martin

Body

A Legacy of Health and Wellness
St. James the Less, Ashland, is a
church with a dedication to health and
wellness. Since 2006, its free clinic has
provided those in need with health care,
medications and more. And in March
2014, the congregation introduced a
new event, “Designing Wellness: An
Integrative Approach to Health.”
Today, that event serves as the
lasting legacy of the Rev. Dr. David T.
Anderson, the rector of St. James the
Less, who died of cancer in May 2014.
Inspired by Anderson’s time at the
Commonweal Retreat, a nonprofit health
and environmental research institute in
Bolinas, Calif., the Designing Wellness
event made connections between faith,
spirit and wellness.
In a Spring 2014 interview, Anderson
explained the inspiration behind the
wellness event. “The Commonweal
Retreat experience for my wife and me
was so very important for our continuing
to understand how we can maximize
the potential for healing,” he said. “It
included specific attention to the body,
mind and spirit by exploring in areas
of specialized yoga practices, dietary
adjustments, emotional support in
small groups, tapping into intuition and
imagination as fields of play and release,
and being in the company of those who
‘get’ living with chronic illness and stay on
the cutting edge of what is out there to
pursue for healing and for cure.”
So as the congregation constructed
the wellness event at St. James the
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Less, “we recognized the many different
aspects within a human being that
are essential for living with intentional
attention to wholeness and seeking
wellness,” Anderson said. “Our
workshops pulled in some, but certainly
not all, of those areas.”
The event attracted over 60
from the parish and the community
of Ashland. The Very Rev. David Mark
Cooper, priest associate at St. James’s,
Richmond, gave the keynote address on
the meaning of health. Workshops were
offered on yoga breathing, cultivating
energy as we age, journaling and more.
The day concluded with a sermon by
the Rev. Charles Joy, supply priest
at St. James the Less, who drew the
connection between health and life.

Bobbie Street is a St. James
the Less parishioner, and one of the
planners of the event. “David seeded
many new ministries at St. James
the Less,” said Street. “The wellness
ministry took shape and became a solid
entity with his strong support.”
She added, “David didn’t like being
thought of as a man with an illness. He
went forth each day with the mission
of celebrating life. He lived fully and
vigorously, preaching his last sermon
just days before his death. The wellness
ministry at St. James the Less will go
forth and flourish, honoring David’s
commitment to the sacred integration of
body, mind and spirit.” The congregation
has a second Defining Wellness event
planned for Oct. 18. t

Designing Wellness is a lasting legacy of the Rev. Dr. David T. Anderson, rector of
St. James the Less, Ashland, who died in May 2014.
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Spiritual Food: The Mind/Body Connection
This year during Lent, St. Stephen’s,
Catlett, focused its programming on the
connection between food to the mind,
body and spirit. Inspired by Bishop
Susan Goff to think outside the box
and approach church differently, the
parish launched two Lenten programs
exploring mindful and nutritious
cooking and eating. “We have to find
things and ways that will draw the
unchurched into something that maybe
the traditional service in the sanctuary
isn’t going to do,” said the Rev. Pati
Mary Andrews, rector.
“Mindful Eating for a Lifetime
of Health,” led by Elaine Shea, MSW,
LCSW; Ruth Fugee, RN, MSN; and
Andrews, focused on nutritious eating
coupled with the spiritual discipline of

being fully aware and present. About
eight participants learned exercises
for recognizing emotional eating and
triggers for unhealthy eating habits.
Participants created personal eating
plans with goals for well-being, spiritual
health and body. They incorporated
yoga and meditation into their nutrition
classes, focusing on how the spiritual
and emotional aspect of our well-being
influences eating. “It was a wonderful
balance of the spiritual and emotional
with the physical,” said Andrews.
In addition to the Lenten study for
adults, Andrews and a few parishioners
were inspired by a Saturday cooking
class aimed at teaching children to
eat and cook nutritiously at the local
Wegman’s. It sparked the idea to offer

a similar class at the church with the
goal of attracting families. “ChopChop,
PrayPray: God Made the Food We Eat
Today” was offered for six mornings
during the Sunday School hour to
families interested in learning how to
cook nutritious meals together. Fresh,
healthy ingredients were provided to
the 20 or so parents and children who
made and ate healthy breakfasts in the
parish hall.
“Families are hungry for learning
and being together spiritually around
topics that also impact their daily lives,”
said Andrews. After seeing attendance
practically double in Sunday School,
St. Stephen’s plans to offer “ChopChop
PrayPray” again in the fall. t

St. Stephen’s, Catlett, introduced ChopChop, PrayPray to integrate family nutrition with spirituality.
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Stewardship … And Change
What’s trending and transformative in stewardship and development
Julie Simonton and Stephanie Gurnsey Higgins

The diocesan Committee on Stewardship is pleased to facilitate a series
of workshops on planned giving and annual giving, with a focus on yearround stewardship and narrative budgets. The Episcopal Network for
Stewardship’s “Walking the Way” materials will be the centerpiece of
the curriculum. Contact Stephanie Gurnsey Higgins to register to attend:
shiggins@thediocese.net. $25/person or $50/parish.
Planned Giving
July 12
Grace, Kilmarnock
9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Annual Giving
August 5
St. Andrew’s, Arlington
7-9:30 p.m.

August 20
Grace, Goochland
6:30-9 p.m.

August 13
Calvary, Front Royal
7-9:30 p.m.

August 26
Christ Church, Winchester
7-9:30 p.m.

August 16
Emmanuel, Greenwood
9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

September 9
St. Mary’s, Whitechapel
5:30-8 p.m.

September 13
All Saints, Richmond
9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Below you’ll find links to articles that outline simple but effective paths to increasing vibrancy in parish stewardship.
Liberating Stewardship, from the
Episcopal Church Foundation
tinyurl.com/l6workg

Fast Cash and First-Time Guests,
from Ministry Matters
tinyurl.com/nx89rkr

Has your annual campaign been as

Sometimes it can be hard for us to

TED Talk: Could Language Affect
Your Ability to Save Money?
tinyurl.com/ntjuhbh
In less than 20 minutes, economist

successful as you hoped? Are you still

remember what it was like the first time

Keith Chen shows how our language affects

experiencing a shortfall in your budget?

we walked in those church doors. This

our ability to save. How does the language

Are you concerned that all your eggs are

checklist is a wonderful reminder of how

of your church and your community affect

in one basket? This article is a welcome

to prepare for guests – especially for

giving, mission, and your overall ministry?

reminder that a successful stewardship

special events.

program doesn’t begin and end with the
committee. Instead, it should be part of
what we do throughout the year. New to
the idea of year-round stewardship? Pick
one section of the article and delve in.

Creating a Vestry Stewardship
Statement, from the Episcopal
Church Center
tinyurl.com/lj6ggaq
Does your vestry have a stewardship

#NextGenDonors: Respecting
Legacy, Revolutionizing
Philanthropy
tinyurl.com/l4jpse3
Are you trying to crack the code
on how to reach millennials? These key

statement? If the answer is “no,” this

findings from the Johnson Center for

article can help you get started on your

Philanthropy will get you started. The

rough draft.

bottom line is, “They want impact. They
want engagement. They want to be closely
connected to the organizations they
support and to their peers. They want to be
taken seriously as donors.”
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In Brief
Cople Parish Celebrates 350th Anniversary
with Presiding Bishop
On May 25, the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop,
and the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, bishop of Virginia, joined
members of Cople Parish, Hague, in a celebration of their 350th
anniversary at Yeocomico Church.
Westmoreland County established Cople Parish on May 25, 1664.
In the colonial era, Yeocomico and Nomini Churches were part of
the established Church of England, and the Virginia colony did not
recognize any other denominations. The two churches of Cople Parish
served as the spiritual, cultural and social center for the residents of
lower Westmoreland County. Cople’s earliest vestry members included
George Eskridge, guardian of Mary Ball before her marriage and the
birth of her son, George Washington. Later vestry members included
Stratford Hall builder Thomas Lee, Declaration of Independence signer
Richard Henry Lee, and first emancipator Robert Carter III. A significant
supporter of revolt was Cople’s rector, the Rev. Thomas Smith.
The frame chapel of today’s Yeocomico site was built in 1655. It
was replaced on the same footprint by the brick structure that has
become the oldest church in the Northern Neck. The current Nomini
Church was built in the 1850s near the site of its 1704 predecessor.
Cople’s third, St. James at Tidwells, was built as an ecumenical church
in the 1890s and became part of the parish in 1924. Worship services
continue to be held at all three churches.
Today’s Cople Parish is actively involved in a variety of civic and

Vauter’s Church Awarded
Grant
This year, the Jessie Ball duPont Fund
awarded Vauter’s Church, Loretto, $50,000
for repair to the exterior of the historic
church, as well as upgrades to the parish
hall. “We started the ball rolling about three
years ago when we re-did the bathrooms”
with help from a diocesan Mustard Seed
Grant, said the Rev. Candine Johnson,
priest-in-charge.

The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, the Most Rev. Katharine
Jefferts Schori and the Rev. Ellen White celebrate the 350th
anniversary of Cople Parish.

community affairs with its parishioners serving in volunteer leadership
roles. These organizations include the Haven, Habitat for Humanity,
Meals-on-Wheels, Westmoreland Museum, Menokin Foundation,
and the Historical Society. Volunteers serve as reading mentors to
elementary school students. Cople’s Episcopal Church Women provide
funds to dozens of groups from the proceeds of ECW’s annual “Barn
Sale” and Ham & Oyster Dinner.
– By Steve Walker

Part of the grant process includes an
energy audit as well as upgrades to improve
energy efficiency. The church also received
a $25,000 interest-free loan. Improvements
will include new insulation, flooring and
appliances, plus double-glazed windows.
The Jessie Ball duPont Fund invests in
people, organizations and communities that
were important to Jessie Ball duPont.
– By Emily Cherry

Multi-Church Easter Vigil Celebration at
The Falls Church
On April 19, nearly 300 people gathered at the historic
Falls Church for a unique Easter Vigil. There were the usual
elements: darkness, light and Alleluias – but the congregation
represented not one, but nine Northern Virginia churches.
They were The Falls Church, Falls Church; All Saints Sharon
Chapel, Alexandria; St. Albans, Annandale; St. David’s,
Ashburn; St. John’s, Arlington; Olivet, Franconia; St. Paul’s,

The historic Vauter’s Church in Loretto will
undergo upgrades thanks to a grant and
loan from the Jessie Ball duPont Fund.

Bailey’s Crossroads; Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria;
and St. Thomas, McLean.
The service, conceived by leadership at The Falls Church
and Resurrection, allowed these churches to experience the
Vigil in a worship space filled with people (rather than smaller
groups in their own churches). The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, who
served as celebrant and preacher, was one of 12 clergy (the
bishop, one deacon and 10 priests) who led the service. “I was
In Brief continued on page 26
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In Brief continued from page 25

deeply impressed by the number of clergy present,” said Goff,
who noted the many clergy also present in the pews. “The
service was an opportunity for those who would lead worship
the next morning to worship and be fed.”
Music was provided by the 42-voice Diocese of Virginia
Festival Choir, comprising singers from six of the participating
churches and led by Julie Huang-Tucker, minister of music at
The Falls Church. During the service, two baptisms and two
confirmations were performed, and four people were received
into the Church. After the service, participants declared the
evening a success. Said the Rev. Jo Belser, priest-in-charge at
Resurrection, “I can’t wait until next year, when we hope to
fill the main sanctuary at The Falls Church.”
– By Andrea Blackford

Photo: Lenore Funkhouser

(Left to right) The Rev. Deacon Mary Beth Emerson, St. Thomas’,
McLean; The Rev. Cayce Ramey, St. Alban’s, Annandale; The
Rev. Jeanie Martinez-Jantz, Olivet, Franconia; The Rev. Corry
Weierbach, All Saints - Sharon Chapel, Alexandria; The Rev. Ann H.
Truitt, Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria.

A Homecoming in Kilmarnock
On May 11, the Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, bishop suffragan, joined
300 members of Grace, Kilmarnock; St. Mary’s, Whitechapel;
and Trinity, Lancaster, to confirm and receive 12 adults and
young people at Historic Christ Church. The festive occasion of
the bishop’s visitation, the welcoming of the newly confirmed
and their family and friends, combined with the joining of
parishioners from St. Mary’s, Trinity and Grace, brought
special significance to the day. Christ Church was built on land
donated by John Carter in 1670.
The Homecoming tradition began in the 1920s and most
directly has its roots in the ministry of the Rev. Lawrence
Combs, rector at Grace from 1902-1933. Homecoming was
linked with the bishop’s annual visitation and included all the
congregations of Christ Church Parish, including Grace, St.
Mary’s and Trinity. Homecoming was born from the bringing
together of the congregations and the coming home by the
bishop to visit the “mother parish” of Christ Church Parish.
	Homecoming organizers were inspired to record this
momentous occasion by duplicating a 1930 photograph of the
Homecoming event. Both the 1930 and 2014 photos reflect the
spirit and camaraderie of this very special event.
– By Mary Elsesser

Members of Christ Church Parish in the Northern Neck pose for a
homecoming photo in 1930 (above) and in 2014 (below).

Education for Ministry to Offer Mentor Training
Education for Ministry is a program of
study, prayer and reflection designed to
help us discover and exercise our gifts
for lay ministry. EfM mentors and those
who are considering becoming an EfM
mentor are invited to attend the mentor
training on July 27-29 at the Roslyn
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Conference and Retreat Center in
Richmond. In addition to basic mentor
training, formation training in design
skills, and in group skills and human
interaction will be offered for
experienced mentors. For more
information on the July training and
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about EfM, contact Jane Dowrick,
diocesan coordinator, at
efmvirginia@gmail.com or 804-334-0117.
General information about EfM is
available at sewanee.edu/EFM/.
– By Jane Dowrick

DOV Q&A
Diocesan staff provide answers to frequently asked
questions about life in the Diocese of Virginia.

Mitchell Sams, Bishop’s Clerk
Photo: the Rev. Cayce Ramey

Q: Who are you?
A: This is the most common question I receive as Bishop
Johnston’s clerk. I serve as the bishop’s right-hand man,
attending his Sunday visitations as well as his various
committee and governance meetings throughout the week.
	Other fun titles I’ve been called while out and about in
the Diocese include: the bishop’s son, bishop’s chauffeur,
bishop’s apprentice (my personal favorite), the crosier
assembler and bishop’s manservant.
Q: What do you do with the rest of your time?
A: As soon as people find out this is a full-time job, they
want to know what I do with the rest of my week. I spend
the rest of my time at the diocesan offices at Mayo House
fulfilling the “clerk” portion of my title.  I manage the files
in Bishop Johnston’s office, update our database, help the
bishop’s assistant prepare for Sunday visitations, fill out
paperwork for various licenses, and serve as registrar for the
Sexual Misconduct Prevention Training. In addition to these
tasks, my unofficial job description also contains the clause,
“and other duties as assigned.” This means anything from

changing flat tires to researching  topics for other
staff members.
Q: Are you a seminarian or are you discerning a ministry?
A: Another common question, and one which I respond,
“Aren’t we all discerning our ministry?” While many clerks do
leave this position to head to seminary, I am not discerning a
call to the ordained life.
Q: What is your favorite part of being clerk?
A: Having a spontaneous and varied work environment. I
thrive on a hectic, irregular work schedule. I wake up each
morning with little idea how my day will unfold.
Q: What is your least favorite part of being clerk?
Having a spontaneous and varied work environment. I have
to be prepared for anything, from early Sunday mornings to,
as Bishop Johnston puts it, “the parking lot that is I-95.” I may
never know where I will wind up at the end of the day. I have an
overnight bag always packed and ready at my apartment. t
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Celebrating a Tradition of Excellence,
Creativity and Individuality

S

teeped in the tradition of the Episcopal Church, Goodwin House Alexandria
and Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have a proven history of providing
exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the Northern Virginia.

Both Communities have:
n Spectacular art and education programs
n Opportunities for community engagement and volunteering
n On staff Chaplains with various services throughout the week
n Formal, casual & outdoor dining venues
n Wellness Centers and health clubs with indoor pools
n Our lifecare program as well as Long-term Care Insurance
and refundable entrance fee options

Call or come see us today.

Goodwin House
Alexandria
4800 Fillmore Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22311

703-578-1000

Goodwin House
Bailey’s Crossroads
3440 S. Jefferson St.
Falls Church, VA 22041

703-820-1488

www.goodwinhouse.org
Summer 2014 / Virginia Episcopalian

27

New Treasurer Appointed
The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston has appointed Edward
(Ted) A. Smith IV as the new treasurer of the Diocese of
Virginia. Smith began his new position on May 1.
Photo: John Dixon

“I’m excited to join the staff
at Mayo House and get to
work with our churches and
organizations.”
enthusiastic commitment to the work
of the Diocese. Each of the finalists
was interviewed four times by different
teams that included experts from
outside the diocesan staff.
Ted attends Immanuel, Old Church,
and has been active in the Diocese. He
and his wife, Carolina Lugo, and their two
children, Quin and Lucy, live on a farm in
King William County east of Richmond.
“Across the Diocese, everyone has
been very welcoming,” said Smith. “I’m

excited to join the staff at Mayo House
and get to work with our churches
and organizations. I’ve already been
able to meet with and help out several
individuals and groups and I look
forward to much more of the same.”
Smith succeeds Mike Kerr, who
served on staff as treasurer for 21 years.
Kerr will continue to serve the Diocese
as chief executive officer of the Trustees
of the Funds.
“I hope you will join me in
welcoming Ted as we begin our work
together in this inspiring season of
renewal for the Diocese of Virginia,”
said Johnston. t

Ordination

Smith is a graduate of the University
of the South, with an MBA from Wake
Forest University. He has worked as
a financial analyst and leader in both
the corporate and non-profit worlds,
including the University of Virginia
Investment Management Company
and Genworth Financial. At each of
his career stops, he has been heavily
involved in financial management,
forecasting, analysis and reporting.
Most recently, he served as a senior
financial analyst for the Global Research
& Development unit of Reckitt Benckiser
Pharmaceuticals in Richmond.
The applicants to succeed Mike
Kerr were distinguished by their
deep financial experience and their

Photo: Brandon Martin

On Saturday, June 7, the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston (center) ordained (left to right) Elizabeth Keeler, Andrew Guffey,
Gene LeCouteur, Judy Davis, Kate Byrd, Whitney Kirby and Willis Logan to the diaconate at St. Paul’s, Richmond.
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Civil War
and the Life of the Diocese

New Kinds of Bishop Visitations
Julia Randle
The Civil War profoundly altered the ministry
strength, the Confederate States’ Army of
of the Rt. Rev. John Johns, bishop of Virginia
Northern Virginia included about 90,000
from 1862 to 1876. U.S. Army occupation
soldiers. The chaplaincy corps, however, never
of portions of the Diocese of Virginia and
contained an adequate number of clergy.
troop movements and battles prevented
In addition to supervising formal diocesan
traditional bishop’s oversight and visitation.
attempts to fill this need, Johns personally
Yet those very troops and military movements
served the Confederate States Army troops
prompted a new variety of bishop’s visitation
in Virginia. His reports to the annual diocesan
to two groups: refugees and soldiers. Johns
meeting repeatedly featured accounts of his
personally took an active, hands-on role with
army efforts. For example, he preached in the
both groups, in addition to administering
Manassas area in 1861 both before and after
official diocesan programs.
the first battle in that location. In the summer
The Rt. Rev. John Johns
Following Virginia voter confirmation
and fall of 1863, he preached to and baptized
of secession on May 23, 1861, the U.S. Army
and confirmed soldiers in Caroline, Orange
occupied the southern bank of the Potomac to protect
and Spotsylvania counties and in the Richmond and Petersburg
Washington, D.C. Many local residents fled the invading army.
areas. When the U.S. Army threatened Richmond in June 1862,
One of those refugees was Johns. He made a conscious decision
Johns had “no doubt as to the place of duty,” leaving the
not to be separated from the Diocese and “never for a moment
relative safety of Halifax County to return to Richmond to “unite
had the slightest misgivings as to [his] choice.” Like many other
with my brethren of the clergy in such ministrations as might be
refugees, he and his family “went forth, not knowing whither,
needed by the wounded and dying.”
but satisfied that we should find shelter and service where God
Since Richmond provided major hospital facilities for
had appointed.” 1
Confederate States forces, sick and wounded soldiers crowded
The first service appointed turned out to be to other
it throughout the war. Whenever in Richmond, Johns joined the
refugees. Johns headed northwest through Fairfax, Loudoun
formal diocesan hospital missionaries and local clergy in visiting
and Fauquier counties, locating for much of the summer with
the soldiers, daily “ministering from cot to cot, and assembling
other refugees at the rectory of St. James’s, Warrenton, where
the convalescent for social worship.” This Richmond care of
the Rev. O.S. Barten served as rector. Throughout the summer,
troops also included U.S. Army prisoners of war at Libby Prison.
Johns assisted Barten in ministering to these extra people,
Johns embraced these men in his pastoral responsibility.
supplying the pulpit at vacant parishes in nearby Rappahannock
The disruption caused by war prevented the bishop of
and Culpeper counties, and burying deceased refugees.
Virginia from tending to his flock in his usual visitations to
Throughout the rest of the war, Johns lived in Richmond
local churches. This same disruption, however, turned Johns
and Halifax and Hanover counties. When in Richmond, he
and some members of that flock into refugees to whom he
assisted local clergy in a city deluged with refugees. In Halifax
personally served and “visited” in their new locales. Johns
County, the bishop regularly assisted local clergy and supplied
also encountered as soldiers other members of the Virginia
in the vacant pulpits. Ashland, in Hanover County, was another
flock, as well as men from other states, whom he personally
hub of refugees, to whom Johns and the Rev. John P. McGuire
“visited,” providing succor, spiritual support, and the services
provided “their regular supply” prior to the post-Civil War
of the Church. Thus, the Civil War fostered an added variety of
establishment of the congregation of St. James the Less.
visitation to the flock by the bishop of Virginia. t
While armies displaced civilians, creating new ministry
concerns, the soldiers in those armies presented an additional
1
A ll quotes from Bishop Johns’ annual addressed in the Virginia Diocesan
dimension of spiritual needs and missions. At its greatest
Journals, 1862-1864.
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At the first Faith & Females gathering, girls, teens and
women from across the Diocese gathered at St. James
the Less, Ashland, to share stories and learn about one
another’s ministries (above right). They heard from
a group of women who would be traveling to the
Democratic Republic of Congo to build relationships
with the women in the Diocese of Bukavu, and shared their
hopes for the future for girls born in 2014. They learned about the
Dadas and Design team of women who work with their sisters in
Tanzania to create and sell textiles, and explored media images
of girls. And they took a lot of selfies with Bishop Susan Goff!
The next step in the Faith & Females discussion is continued
conversation. Members of the Episcopal Church Women learned
about the Faith & Females work at their Spring Open Board
Meeting May 22 at St. Martin’s, Richmond (below right). You
can take part in the conversation by joining the Faith & Females
Facebook Group (facebook.com, search “Faith & Females in the
Diocese of Virginia”). t

Trevor C Davis Photography

Roslyn in Richmond
A Retreat Center of
the Episcopal Diocese
of Virginia

Rest, Reflect, Renew

Trevor C Davis Photography
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Meeting space,
overnight lodging
and dining facilities
situated on 150
peaceful acres
overlooking the
James River Valley.
Visit us at
roslyncenter.org
or call 800-477-6296.

Clergy Transitions
The Rev. Dr. E. Allen Coffey retired from St. Paul’s, Miller’s Tavern,

The Rev. Theodore “Ted” McConnell retired from active ministry on

as of Jan. 1, 2014. He served as rector of St. Paul’s since 2008, in

June 1. He has served most recently as interim rector at Ware Church,

addition to having served as rector of Abingdon Church, White

Gloucester, and prior to that, as interim rector at Kingston Parish,

Marsh; Emmanuel, Brook Hill; and St. Peter’s, New Kent.

Matthews. He will relocate to Hanover County in retirement.

The Rev. Kathryn “Kate” Jenkins has announced her resignation

The Rev. W. Terry Miller is serving as interim rector at Piedmont

from St. Paul’s, Richmond, as of July 20. She and her husband will be

Church, Madison. He has recently relocated to Virginia from

embarking on an around-the-world sailing adventure.

Michigan. He served an ELCA congregation as interim in Michigan,
and is canonically resident in the Diocese of Florida.

The Rev. David Johnson has accepted the call of Christ Church in
Valdosta, Ga., to be its next rector. His last Sunday at Christ Church,

The Rev. J. David Niemeyer has been elected rector of St. Mark’s,

Charlottesville, will be May 13. He has served as associate rector

Richmond. He has served as priest-in-charge at St. Mark’s since 2012.

there since 2007.
The Rev. Leigh Preston has concluded her ministry at
The Rev. Pierce Klemmt has announced his retirement from Christ

St. Stephen’s, Richmond.

Church, Alexandria, as of Dec. 31. He has served as rector there
since 1994.

The Rev. Lyndon Shakespeare of the Diocese of Washington has
been called as interim rector of St. Francis, Great Falls. He began his

The Rev. Mary Jayne Ledgerwood has resigned her position as

ministry there on April 1.

priest-in-charge at Grace Church, The Plains, where she has served
since 2012. Her resignation is effective on June 30.

Diocesan Events

Annual Giving Workshops

For a list of church events, visit thediocese.net/events.

Explore “Embracing the Way of Christ” in your annual giving campaign

July 3-5: Bishop’s Jubilee, Shrine Mont

with members of the diocesan Committee on Stewardship. Contact

July 9-14: Episcopal Youth Event, Villanova University
July 12: Planned Giving Workshop, Grace, Kilmarnock
July 27-29: Education for Ministry Mentor Training,
Roslyn Center, Richmond
Aug. 8-10: Art with the Bishop, Shrine Mont
Oct. 20-22: Bishop’s Fall Clergy Retreat

Stephanie Higgins at shiggins@thediocese.net for info.
Aug. 5:

St. Andrew’s, Arlington

Aug. 13:

Calvary, Front Royal

Aug. 16:

Emmanuel, Greenwood

Aug. 20: Grace, Goochland
Aug. 26: Christ Church, Winchester
Sept. 9:

St. Mary’s, Whitechapel

Sept. 13: All Saints’, Richmond

In Memoriam
The Rev. David T. Anderson, Ph.D., a priest of the Diocese

The Rev. Mason F. Minich, a retired priest of the Diocese of

of Virginia, died Tuesday, May 27, 2014. Mr. Anderson was

Virginia, died on Tuesday, June 3, 2014, at Goodwin House Bailey’s

ordained a priest in 2001. He served as a teacher and chaplain

Crossroads in Falls Church after a short illness. Fr. Mason, as he

at St. Christopher’s School in Richmond for many years. In 2003,

was known to many, was ordained in 1967. His ministry in Virginia

he began serving as vicar at St. Stephen’s, Richmond. In 2011,

included service as curate at St. Dunstan’s, McLean, in 1966-67;

Bishop Shannon Johnston appointed him as priest-in-charge at

vicar at Church of the Incarnation, Mineral, and St. James’, Louisa, in

St. James the Less, Ashland, and he was called as rector there in

1970-71; associate priest at La Iglesia de San José from 2001-2005;

June 2013. Mr. Anderson’s ministry included dedicated service

and associate priest at La Iglesia de Santa María from 2005-2011.

of many years on the diocesan Commission on Ministry.

Fr. Mason also served parishes in England and the Diocese of

Mr. Anderson is survived by his wife, Mary, and three
children. A memorial service was held at St. Stephen’s, Richmond.

Washington (DC) during his career.
Fr. Mason is survived by his brother, the Rev. Canon Henry
N.F. “Nick” Minich, and nieces and nephews. A burial mass was
held at St. Paul’s, Ivy.
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Del Espíritu Santo
the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston
Ahora hemos llegado a esta parte del año que en la Iglesia
conocemos como la estación “después de Pentecostés,”
(por ejemplo, el xx domingo después de Pentecostés). ¿Por
qué contamos los domingos después de Pentecostés que, en
este año, es el 8 de junio? Porque después de la gran fiesta
de Pentecostés – la celebración del don del Espíritu Santo a
la Iglesia (véase Hechos 2:1-11) en realidad concluye el relato
teológico del calendario eclesiástico – desde el Adviento hasta
la Pascua hasta que retornamos al nuevo año cristiano que
comenzará el Primer Domingo de Adviento.
En realidad, el año eclesiástico es desde el Adviento hasta
la Pascua y establece un periodo hasta que retornamos al nuevo
año eclesiástico el primer domingo de Adviento.
Esto nos da la oportunidad de reflexionar en el don del
Espíritu Santo a la Iglesia. ¿Qué quiere decir “Espíritu Santo”?
¿Qué podemos saber sobre la presencia y la obra del Espíritu?
¿Qué importancia tiene con nuestra vida diaria en la fe?
Para comenzar a reflexionar sobre el Espíritu Santo,
quisiera volver precisamente hacia aquel día de Pentecostés.
¡Qué día tan especial cuando el mismo ser de Dios se unió a la
vida de la Iglesia! Se nos dice que después de la ascensión de
Jesús a los cielos, el Espíritu Santo descendió sobre los apóstoles
como “llamas de fuego” y con “el sonido de un fuerte viento.”
La prueba de la presencia y del poder del Espíritu Santo fue que
los apóstoles predicaron y el pueblo que estaba presente de
muchas regiones escuchó el mensaje en sus propios idiomas,
todos al mismo tiempo. Este milagro inundó el ministerio
de la Iglesia con la misma presencia del Dios Trino. Por lo
tanto, a veces, la fiesta de Pentecostés es conocida como “el
cumpleaños de la Iglesia” ya que desde ese mismo día la Iglesia
recibió el poder de Dios para comenzar su misión en el mundo.
El Día de Pentecostés es la garantía de que la Iglesia es lo
que dice ser: la continuidad de la presencia del Cuerpo de Cristo
y la forma tan real en que se manifiestan los obras salvíficas
de un Dios tan lleno de gracia. ¡Esto significa que Pentecostés
audazmente proclama que el poder de la iglesia es nada menos
que el poder de Dios! ¿Quién quiere una iglesia que sólo es tan
buena o tan fuerte como somos nosotros mismos? Pentecostés
celebra el hecho de que la iglesia posee el amor y el poder
transformador de Dios para a la vida humana.
A veces la gente se confunde con el uso de una antigua
traducción inglesa y la forma en que se entiende esta palabra
hoy en día. El término “Holy Ghost” hace pensar a algunos que
el Espíritu esencialmente es el “ánima” de Jesús, y esto no es lo
que la Biblia dice y enseña. El Espíritu Santo no es una “ánima”
sino que se trata del mismo Dios, presente y active en una forma
dinámica e impredecible tanto en la Creación como en la vida
humana. El Espíritu Santo es el mismo Dios tanto como lo es el
Hijo, y coexiste desde la eternidad con el Padre y el Hijo. Vemos
al Espíritu en la creación del mundo. Vemos al Espíritu obrar en la

historia de los hebreos como
pueblo escogido, a quienes
los profetas les comunicaron
la voluntad y los caminos de
Dios. Es el Espíritu Santo que
ha sostenido la santidad de la
Iglesia durante 2,000 años a
pesar de sus muchas fallas. Es
Dios, el Espíritu Santo que nos
Foto: Brandon Martin
hace posible construir el Reino
Obispo Johnston
de Dios en medio de la vida
humana.
El bautismo indica el
don del Espíritu Santo a quien es bautizado. Es por medio
de este don que el cristiano puede conocer personalmente
a Dios, puede hacer la voluntad de Dios y recibir la gracia
de Dios. Pero todo esto ocurre sólo después que el Espíritu
llenó a la Iglesia en el Día de Pentecostés. Es fácil olvidar que
la obra del Espíritu Santo principalmente es una realidad
comunitaria. Esto no quiere decir que el Espíritu Santo no
actúa en cada individuo, pues la historia cristiana está llena
de casos muy notables y ejemplos históricos de la inspiración
individual. Pero aun así, la mayor parte de las Escrituras y
nuestra historia nos muestra que el mover del Espíritu Santo
es primero y principalmente un fenómeno de la comunidad de
los bautizados (aunque sólo sean dos o tres). Esto es sólo una
de las razones por las cuales es tan contraproducente intentar
vivir en “soledad” la fe y la vida cristiana.
Además, es fundamental que evitemos la fuerte tentación
de asimilar la obra del Espíritu Santo con nuestras propias
emociones. El Espíritu Santo no tiene nada que ver con la
satisfacción subjetiva – aquello que nos hace sentir bien,
cómodos, o correctos. El Espíritu está íntimamente relacionado
con todo aquello que nos acerca más al Evangelio de Jesucristo.
Dada las realidades de la naturaleza humana, yo propondría
que la dirección del Espíritu en el Evangelio probablemente nos
podría hacer sentir incómodos, desorientados y desafiados.
Algo de esto surge de las ilustraciones bíblicas que nos
hacen pensar en la naturaleza del Espíritu: “un fuerte viento”
y “fuego.” Sabemos que el viento y el fuego existen y son tan
poderosos que nos obligan a humillarnos. Así también sucede
con el Espíritu Santo.
El Espíritu Santo es un poder que también impulsa nuestra
gratitud. El Espíritu Santo viene a nosotros para hacernos de
Dios. Por eso, sólo podemos responder: “Amén. Ven, Espíritu
Santo. ¡Demos gracias a Dios!” t

Traducido por el Rev. Thomas G. Mansella
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THE WORLD
COULD
USE MORE
CREATIVE
COURAGEOUS
& CREDIBLE
LEADERS
WE EDUCATE TOMORROW’S CHANGE MAKERS

Church Schools in the
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia
Providing outstanding
educational experiences
throughout the Commonwealth

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
Coed JK-12 Day
Alexandria
SSSAS.org

All Girls JK-12 Day
Richmond
st.catherines.org

All Boys JK-12 Day
Richmond
stchristophers.com

Christchurch School
Coed 9-12 Boarding & Day
Middlesex County
christchurchschool.org

All Girls 8-12 Boarding/Day
Tappahannock
sms.org

Each of the Church Schools admits students without regard to race, color religion, or national or ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to the students of the school.

Coed PreK-12 Day
8-12 Boarding
Staunton
stuarthallschool.org
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Scenes from The

The Diocese
2

4

1	Members of the Parish Youth Ministries group gather for their last meeting of the program year in May.
2	On March 29, Virginia Episcopalians, local government officials and representatives of the Virginia Department
of Historic Resources gathered at St. Stephen’s, Petersburg, for the unveiling of a Virginia historical marker
documenting the Bishop Payne Divinity School. Established at St. Stephen’s Church in 1878, Bishop Payne Divinity
School educated African Americans for Episcopal Church ministry until its 1949 closure and 1953 merger with
Virginia Theological Seminary. Pictured (left to right) are the Rev. W. Pegram Johnson III, the Rev. Willis Foster Sr.,
the Rev. Phoebe Roaf and the Rev. Canon Lloyd Alexander Lewis Jr.
3 B
 uck Blanchard (left) and Amy Williams of diocesan staff welcome the Rt. Rev. Dom Filadelfo Oliveira Neto, bishop
of the Anglican Diocese of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, during his May 2014 visit to the Diocese of Virginia.
4	
The new “Little Free Library” at Emmanuel, Harrisonburg, encourages visitors to take a book or leave a book.
5 T he Falls Church Episcopal hosted its first Community Concert in April, with a performance by the Thirteen, a
Renaissance and Baroque music ensemble. Proceeds went to support the Young Musicians Education Fund.
6	Bishop Shannon Johnston and Ellen Johnston (center) join Episcopal Arts Series performers James Martin (left)
and David O’Steen (right) following a performance at Christ Church, Winchester.
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