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I did not want another day to pass without my publicly thanking God, our 
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As you read this, we as the Church 
have entered into Easter. Not “passed” 
Easter as we might think literally, but, 
just as literally, entered Easter. Easter 
is not just a single day – that supreme 
Sunday – but, rather, is a whole season 
of 50 consecutive days.
 and so i’m not behind the times 
in wishing a very blessed and happy 
Easter to you, one and all. May you 
know the joy, the power and the peace 
found in the risen lord of life. Jesus 
has conquered any claim death would 
have on us, and He has prepared a 
place for us so that we will live with 
Him forever.
 Know this: eternal life isn’t 
something that will be for us 
“someday”; it doesn’t begin at our 
physical death. Your eternal life has 
already begun – now! As Christians 
who live faithfully in Jesus Christ, 
we have in fact begun that new life. 
it is our joy and privilege to come to 
know this new and eternal life more 
and more in this mortal life. Then, 
passing through death, life is changed 
and perfected for us. Discovering and 
living into eternal life is a journey, 
ever deepening, until coming to all 
fulfillment in God. a journey ... made 
over the following seven Sundays (“a 
week of Sundays,” seven Sundays 
symbolizing theological completion). 
This mirrors your mortal life’s journey 
in eternal life here and now.
 The absolute primacy of easter’s 
message is shown in the fact that this 
is the longest season of the Church 
Year. Think of it: lent, the time of 
penitence and mortality, is 40 days, 
but Easter, the “Queen of Seasons,” 
is 50 days. That extra 10 days is 
yet another symbol of theological 
completion and perfection. Forty 
vs. fifty: easter wins! Penitence vs. 
forgiveness: grace wins! Mortality vs. 
immortality: eternal life wins! 

the great FiFty DayS oF eaSter

THE rT. rEV. sHannon s. JoHnsTon

 Please note: What is often called 
the “season of Pentecost” – that 
long succession of “green Sundays” 
over summer and fall – is actually a 
misnomer. That is not a Church Year 
“season” in the way that Advent, 
nativity, lent and easter are seasons. 
The Sundays after Pentecost are not a 
proper season at all. They are simply the 
time after the Day of Pentecost, which 
is the last day of the Easter season. 
 So, no time of the year exceeds 
the “Great Fifty Days of easter” in any 
way. Allow me to encourage you to 
make a point of special observances 
throughout these 50 days in order to 
remind yourself of this fact and give 
witness of it to others. For example, 
burn-scented candles in the various 
rooms of your house, smells that 
you explicitly name “Resurrection,” 
“eternal life” and even simply “Joy.” 
For those of you who are now thinking 
that i’ve lost my mind, remember that 
it is a scientific fact that the sense of 
smell is the most powerful of all of 
our various senses; it creates stronger 
impressions and is the greatest 
memory-trigger of all.
 likewise, make a point of saying 
the “Alleluias” (that word forbidden 
in lent) with extra gusto throughout 
the Fifty Days. Or, if it is your practice 
to kneel during the liturgy – especially 
to receive communion – then STAND 
during the Easter season, signifying 
Christ’s victory over death. i always 
smile when i remember that, as 
declared from the Council of Nicea, it 
was against the law to kneel during 
the Easter season! Oh, for the good 
old days. 
 Of course, these are just 
suggestions meant to be examples – 
unique to the Great Fifty Days – of the 
surpassing message of easter. i hope 
these practices, or any others that 
you might adopt, keep you connected 

Photo: Emily Cherry

Bishop Johnston delivers his pastoral 
address at Council.

to the Resurrection proclamation 
of Easter Day, so as to deepen your 
mindfulness of that new life given to us 
in Christ.
 i pray that each one of you will 
know this joy anew at this holiest of 
seasons, and that this part of the risen 
Body of Christ, the Diocese of Virginia, 
would be empowered to give, and 
receive, ever deepening eternal life.

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN.
THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED. 
ALLELUIA!
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EMily cHErry

CounCil FoCuSeS on reConCiliation, SteWarDShip

Disagreement played a starring role in 
the 218th meeting of the Annual Council 
of the Diocese of virginia in January – 
but not in the way you might imagine.
 in his annual pastoral address, the 
Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, bishop, 
spoke about the value of not reaching 
a consensus, and the possibility for 
disagreement and reconciliation to 
coexist. “We must want reconciliation 
and be open to the possibility of it,” said 
Johnston. “That’s when grace happens.”
 He added, “The core of my faith is 
utterly and absolutely defined by the 

apostles’ and nicene creeds. i do in 
fact believe that the Holy Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments contain 
all things necessary for salvation. But 
i also think that, inevitably, people will 
have differing ways of understanding, 
interpreting, appropriating and 
applying these essential truths. i do 
not accept that my own dearly held 
faith is in any way compromised by 
agreeing to disagree over the ways 
in which the catholic and apostolic 
Church gives witness and offers 
ministry, any more than i feel that my 

Church is compromised by my doing 
so. Furthermore, although sometimes 
i don’t live up to this ideal, i want 
always to keep an open and respectful 
mind to other points of view. To me, 
the plain fact is that i – we – need to 
hear and understand other views of 
Christian truths.”
 “Setting God’s Table” was the 
theme for this year’s meeting, which 
took place at the Hyatt Regency 
in Reston, va. Presenter Dr. Clif 

Council continued on page 3

1  Bishop Johnston greets 
members of St. Peter’s in the 
Woods, Fairfax Station, as 
they’re recognized for achieving 
full church status. 
Photo: Emily Cherry

2  Dr. Clif Christopher, keynote 
speaker for Council, preached 
a message of abundance in his 
presentations on stewardship. 
Photo: The Rev. Ed Miller 

3  The Rt. Rev. David Jones, 
retired bishop suffragan, and the 
Rt. Rev. Mano Rumalshah, former 
bishop of the Diocese of Pakistan, 
join in worship at Council. 
Photo: Emily Cherry 

4  St. Peter’s in the Woods 
brought 150 parishioners to the 
Hyatt Regency in Reston during 
Council to celebrate their church 
status recognition. 
Photo: Emily Cherry
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Christopher, founder of Horizons 
Stewardship Company, spoke to 
that theme in his keynote addresses. 
Addressing Council members in 
two plenary sessions, Christopher 
preached a message of abundance in 
the messaging of the Church. “When 
we do what Christ called us to do, we 
don’t have stewardship issues, because 
you can’t help but give when you love 
Jesus,” said Christopher, who also 
pointed out that the church is receiving 
the lowest percentage of giving to 
nonprofits in history. 
 “Our giving to religion continues 
to slide in a direction that is not healthy 
and good, and is certainly not good for 
the Kingdom of God,” said Christopher. 
“if we are to be the hands and the feet 
… we are going to have to have the 
funds to do it.” With large numbers of 
nonprofits vying for a finite amount of 
money that individuals are willing to 
donate, he explained, competition is 

fierce. “The question we need to move 
from is not, ‘Why give?’ but ‘Why give 
to you?’” Christopher explained. “The 
number one reason why we give is a 
belief in the mission of the institution.”
 The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, bishop 
suffragan and chaplain, also focused 
on “Setting God’s Table” in a variety 
of ways. in her sermon at the Council 
eucharist, Goff reported on the vast 
number of congregations involved in 
food and feeding ministries. “in these 
ministries, Christ is present,” said Goff. 
“May your joy be complete as Christ 
breaks you open to set God’s table and 
feed the hungry, to serve side by side 
with those who are in need, and to be 
the body of Christ that you receive in 
the Eucharist.”
 Council business included the 
adoption of resolutions celebrating 
50 years of Shrine Mont Camps, 
responding to gun violence and 
supporting peace in South Sudan. 
Members of Council also adopted a 

StaFF tranSitionS

on March 25, the Rev. Deacon ed Jones joined the 
diocesan staff as secretary and chief of staff. ed is a 
longtime member of St. George’s, Fredericksburg. he 
was recently ordained to the vocational diaconate after 
serving his practicum at St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach, where 
he now serves as deacon. as secretary, Jones  will manage 
the governing bodies of the Diocese, including Annual 
Council, and will provide oversight of communications 
and public relations in the Diocese. He will also serve 
as senior adviser to the bishops and as point of contact 
for the legal team on issues pertaining to litigation, 
employment and real estate. as chief of staff, ed will 
supervise and support 22 diocesan staff members.
 Jones is a career newspaper-man, having spent his 
40-year career at the Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 
where he has served as editor for 12 years. Before his 
role as editor, Jones was also managing editor, editorial 
page editor, film critic, radio host, political reporter and 
columnist for the award-winning newspaper.
 at the diocesan level, Jones has served as editor of 
Center Aisle, the Diocese of virginia’s daily opinion journal 
given as a gift to General Convention, since 2000. he 
recently completed a term as president of Region i, and 
has also served as chair of the diocesan Task Group on 
Same-Gender Blessings, chair of the diocesan Resolutions 
Committee, a member of the Committee on Priesthood 
and a member of the Young Priests initiative. at St. 

George’s, Jones has served as senior 
warden and as chair of the Rector 
Search Committee, the Outreach 
Committee and the Adult Education 
Committee. He received his B.A. 
from harvard university and his 
J.D. from the university of virginia 
School of law. he and his wife, 
Peggy, live in Fredericksburg, and 
Jones works out of the diocesan 

offices at Mayo Memorial Church house in Richmond. 
 “ed brings a unique set of gifts to the diocesan offices, 
including remarkable leadership experience and first-
rate communications skills,” said the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. 
Johnston, bishop, in a letter to the Diocese. “in his time 
as a candidate for the vocational diaconate, Ed built a 
bridge ministry around reconciliation, and i know that this 
particular focus will be a great asset to our diocese. i very 
much look forward to welcoming ed to the staff, and hope 
that you will join me in doing the same.”
 Jones succeeds henry D.W. Burt, who served as 
secretary from 2008 through January 2013 and who now 
works as office administrator at Troutman Sanders. 
 As this magazine went to press, the Diocese was 
also conducting a search for a new staff officer for 
stewardship and congregational development. Stay tuned 
to thediocese.net for more details on that search. t

Jones
Photo: The Free Lance-Star

Council continued from page 2 budget of $4.3 million and elected a new 
class to the Standing Committee. 
 Council joined in celebration 
when 150 members of St. Peter’s in 
the Woods, Fairfax Station, all decked 
in red, processed into the Council hall 
to celebrate their achievement of full 
church status. “it’s just an honor and 
a privilege to be standing before you 
with this group of people,” said the 
Rev. Dede Duncan-Probe, rector. “This 
is the most faithful, brave, honest, 
caring group of people, who are 
absolutely dedicated to living out the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ … and who are 
very much strong supporters and look 
forward to being part of the Diocese as 
adult members.” t

Visit the Council website for audio recordings 
and transcripts of the bishops’ addresses, plus 
Dr. Christopher’s presentations:  
thediocese.net/Governance/Council/2013. 
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We are all miniSterS oF the ChurCh

The Book of Common Prayer tells us that all of us – lay 
persons, bishops, priests and deacons – are ministers of the 
Church. We asked five men and women across the Diocese 
to reflect on how they experienced a vocational call to such 
ministry, and to explain how some process of discernment 
led them to be the ministers of the Church they are today. 
Here’s what they had to say.

the reV. DeaCon emmetri Beane
Vocational Deacon, trinity, manassas

For my 11th birthday, my parents gave me 
a navy blue, leather-bound King James 
version of the Bible. i treasured the gift 
of this Bible with my name engraved on 
the cover.
 i remember clearly the day soon 
after my birthday when i was reading 
my Bible when i read these words from 
the fourth chapter of luke. “The Spirit 

of the lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the lord.”
 immediately, i thought to myself, “That’s what i want to 
do.” i believe that is when i received my call to ministry from 
God. at that moment, i had a sense of what my purpose in life 
was and how God wanted me to use the gifts he had given me 
and was going to give me. after all, i was only 11 years old.
 Discerning my call, and my call to a specific vocation, did 
not happen in isolation. i talked about my revelation with my 
father, the late Deacon Emmett Beane (Baptist). He assured 
me that God could talk to me and tell me things. later, it was 
my father and my mother, Susie Beane, who encouraged me 
to go to law school.
 as an attorney, a judge once asked me what it was i most 
wanted to do in my career. i told her “i wanted to give hope 
to those who were hurting the most.” i was able to focus 
my work on the at-risk family and child by working with child 
protective services and the public schools.
 later, my father encouraged me to return to school and 
acquire my Master of Science degree in conflict analysis and 
resolution. He said it was always good to have options about 
what i could do for work. his words were prophetic. in 2001, i 
suffered a brain aneurysm. Due to the permanent neurological 
results of it, my full-time legal career as i knew it ended. 
however, because of my knowledge of conflict resolution,  

i was able to serve the at-risk population through mediation.
 Spiritually, God led me to the episcopal Church in 2002. 
The Episcopal Church welcomed me. The Episcopal Church 
made room for me. The Episcopal Church got to know me. 
First, there was St. luke’s in Remington. For the last nine 
years, there has been St. Stephen’s in Culpeper.
 one day, Father Michael Gray came to me and asked me 
if i had ever thought about the vocational diaconate. i had 
not. He told me to read about it and then talk to him. The 
vocational diaconate was consistent with what i had read 
about when i was 11 years old. Therefore, i trusted that God 
was speaking through Father Michael. After speaking with 
Father Michael, i decided to enter the discernment process. 
My church family at St. Stephen’s was helpful in the questions 
they asked during the discernment process. 
 My call to the vocational diaconate was the continuation 
of a way of life for me. now, the work of living into luke  
4:18-19 continues.

mattheW lukenS
Virginia postulant, yale Divinity School

i returned to the university of virginia 
after a semester off from school aflame. 
i had spent a semester with some time 
at the Taizé community and a summer 
working at an inner-city church plant 
in Birmingham, ala. i did not know 
specifically what it was i wanted to 
do, but i knew i wanted to be a part of 
creating and nourishing new community 

growing out of the good news i saw in the episcopal Church.
 Yet, within a week, i found myself looking for a new 
community.
 i had been told by the church i’d been attending that it 
was unlikely they would ever sponsor me for ordination as a 
gay man unless i were willing, at age 21, to say i intended a life 
of celibacy. Wanting more room to discern the question for 
myself and a community that would be comfortable with my 
lack of an answer at that time, i found myself wandering into 
the Taizé service at St. Paul’s Memorial Church, Charlottesville, 
seeking the familiar music i’d grown to love.
 Within another week, the priest i met at that service 
introduced me to the Young Priest’s initiative, in which i spent 
a year of discernment following my graduation. i spent a year 
meeting with folks from around the Diocese, not asking “Am 
i called to the priesthood?” but rather “What am i called to at 
all?” for the moment and in life.

Beane

Lukens
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 Discernment fed my own desire to seek out communities 
in the Episcopal Church who ask radical questions about what 
it means to be the body of Christ in the world today. Do we 
have a building? a prayer book? a priesthood? no one on 
my committee had answers but encouraged my questions, 
encouragement that helped me step out to spend my time in 
seminary continuing the search, meeting people who have 
dreams of holy mischief in the Church and the world, and 
opening my own sense of call up to possibilities i could not 
have dreamed while in discernment.
 Three years later, i can say i have fewer answers than 
when i began, but i’m rather skilled at asking a good question. 
and still i have that deep sense that the world needs space 
where it’s oK not to know, not to have it all together. But in all 
our not-knowing, we are to know and proclaim what God has 
shown us in Christ: We are God’s beloved children.

the reV. John ohmer
rector, the Falls Church, Falls Church

The best definition of “discernment” 
i’ve heard is “listening to various voices.” 
That definition recognizes that the voice 
of God is not the only voice we hear; it’s 
a recognition that many other things 
compete for our attention.
 and because the voice of God 
is most often “a still, small voice – the 
sound of soft stillness” (1 Kings 19), it can 

be easy to miss hearing God’s call. Jesus, we’re told, “stands at 
the door and knocks” – he does not kick down the door to our 
hearts and barge in. 
 At least that was the case with me: throughout my life, 
i’ve found that whenever my days are completely filled with 
activity, noise and busy-ness, i’m not able to hear that sound 
of soft stillness, and that gentle tap-tap-tapping at the door 
will go unnoticed. 
 But whenever i remember to reflect on my day in prayer, 
or take half an hour for conversational intimacy with God, i will 
hear – like background music – God’s voice. 
 and over time, i have come to realize that God’s call is 
dynamic, not static. God’s call is changing, flexible. 
 At one point in my life, shortly after college, my “call” 
in life was to live and work on Capitol Hill, trying to make a 
difference in the world through government and politics. 
When i began to sense that God was calling me to ordained 
ministry – around the time i met my wife and got married – my 
call then became one of continuing to work while testing this 
sense through the formal discernment process of the Church. 
 When that call was affirmed – around the same time our 
first child was born – my “call” in life then became “seminary 
student/husband/daddy.” When seminary ended, God called 
me to be “youth pastor/husband/father-of-three” at St. 
Mary’s in arlington, and then for the past 13 years, my call 
was “rector of St. James in leesburg/husband/father” and (i 
began to sense) “priest-who-writes.” Then six months ago, 
the vestry of the Falls Church episcopal and i discerned i was 
called to be their next rector and my call shifted to something 

like “husband/father/ priest-who-writes/visionary/spiritual- 
warrior/rebuilder.” 
 So it’s as if God sends the holy Spirit into our own internal 
GPS – a voice we can listen to (or drown out!). When we get 
too comfortable, we hear, “proceed to the highlighted route”; 
when we get lost, or take a detour, the Spirit says, in a firm but 
gentle tone “recalculating your route.”
 it’s been my experience that just when i feel i’ve gotten 
a little too at ease, and feel as though life in general or some 
specific ministry is on cruise control, God invites me back into 
discernment, leading me in a new direction. 
 Since the new directions God calls me to are almost 
always more off road, uphill and in foggier and bumpier (but 
more exciting) conditions than the safe (but predictable and 
boring) highway that i would have chosen, i can feel confident 
the voice i’m discerning is indeed God’s. 

greg rainey
immanuel Church-on-the-hill, alexandria

i have come to believe that discernment 
is a journey that encompasses and 
surpasses ultimate vocation; that God 
repeatedly makes all things new with 
repeated calls, not just "The Call." in 
this view, i need not hold fast to a fixed 
version of God’s call to me. Rather, God 
permits me to hold lightly to many calls 
to ministry throughout my life. 

 This comes as something of a relief, as i have already 
had many roles in God’s church – and am excited at the 
thought of many more! if God calls me more to be handyman 
rather than tightly focused specialist, then i am free to be 
in the moment of ministry. My ministry has included visiting 
military amputees, serving in lay worship roles, sleeping 
overnight with homeless in an emergency winter shelter, 
leading Scouts and serving on vestry.
 For many years, i have felt a call to ordained ministry, 
and, for a long time in much of the Episcopal Church, that 
meant the priesthood. When my mentor, the Rev. Sam Faeth, 
told me she thought i might be called to ordained service, my 
feelings felt validated. “But,” i asked her, “i feel as if i’m not 
called to be a parish priest. When you received the feeling i 
might be called, was there more specificity?” Sam reassured 
me that, when the time was right, things would be clearer. 
 That was 10 years ago! in the intervening decade, 
military transfers sent me around the nation, and returned 
me to virginia. i kept in touch with Sam, and stayed 
connected with our spiritual home base, immanuel Church-
on-the-hill, alexandria. While stationed in Key West, i was 
blessed to worship with a vocational deacon at St. Paul’s, 
and felt as if God were calling to me to this ministry with the 
command: “Take care of my people!” 
 With a transfer back home, Sam arranged for me to 
attend a diocesan discernment retreat. Gamely approaching 
the process in the same way i addressed Coast Guard career 

Ohmer Rainey

Discernment continued on page 6
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planning, i read up on the milestones in our process, charted 
the minimum times needed to “hit each gateway,” and decided 
i needed to attend the May retreat so that i could start deacon 
training in September, allowing me to complete it just in time 
for my next military transfer.
 as it happens, i chose to retire, and will follow my 
wonderful wife, Rebecca, to another diocese as she pursues a 
professional degree, and we transition to following her career 
after two decades following mine. i have faith that, wherever 
we land, God will continue to call on me, and that his people in 
that place will recognize those calls.
 another great mentor, the Rev. Deacon linda Murphy, 
later advised me to embrace discernment as a process offering 
growth and joy. i have come to understand the wisdom of 
those words, and although i continue to feel deeply the call 
to the diaconate, that wisdom has freed me to see Gods calls 
afresh every day.

linDSay rylanD
transition ministry officer, the Diocese of Virginia

i took a job and found a vocation. 
 i have been called a “church rat.” So why would i be so 
surprised that God was calling me to a ministry that i didn’t 
even know existed in 2001? in 2000, i was in my 27th year of 
banking when my position was moved to Jacksonville, Fla. it 
was not a good time to move. Recently divorced and caring 
for my aging mother, i “took the package,” confident that i 
would find another position at my bank or another one. My 
outplacement career counselor took one look at my resume 

and told me that my next career could be 
in the nonprofit world. i did not agree. 
Turns out she was smarter than i thought, 
or she might have been the voice of God. 
 After a break in the job search, 
in which i had cancer surgery, moved my 
mother to my home, and sold my mother’s 
home and farm, i began earnestly to 
seek new employment. A former rector 

was then on diocesan staff and called one day out of the blue 
and asked me to come in to talk about working with him in 
clergy deployment. it sounded interesting, so i agreed to 
a conversation. i was hired and my world changed. it took 
me several years to see that all of my previous work and life 
in the Church had been carefully crafted by God to prepare 
me for this. i have always been a “connector” who looks for 
opportunities for synergy – in my career in banking, volunteer 
work and as an active parishioner. The ministry of transitions 
is one that calls this gift into use daily. i have seen the holy 
Spirit work wonders in people’s lives and in parish search and 
discernment processes, and to think that i have played a part in 
this has been humbling. 
 A friend invited me to join her in the Education for Ministry 
program, and the richness of that experience, the deep 
relationships and knowledge gained have been such gifts to me, 
as has my call to involvement in the wider church as a CREDO 
vocational faculty member. My vocation is still evolving. i am 
not who i was in 2001. My view of my ministry and myself has 
changed, and i still like what i see, now that i listen better to 
God, who often speaks to me through the mouth of others. t

Discernment continued from page 5
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The Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston ordained seven men and women to the vocational diaconate on 

February 23 at All Saints', Richmond. Pictured, left to right, are Harrison Higgins, Kathryn Thomas, 

Dan Wilmoth, Bishop Johnston, Carey Chirico, Holly Hanback, Ed Jones and Emmetri Beane. 

VoCational DiaConate orDination
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in the book of the prophet isaiah, we hear this promise from 
God:  “See, i am doing a new thing? now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? i am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.“ (isaiah 43:19). Since the January 
2012 court ruling that, after years of litigation, Episcopal 
properties would be returned to the mission of the Episcopal 
Church, our diocesan Dayspring endeavor has been living 
the hope of this promise.  Dayspring, an integrated effort to 
discern and implement vision and strategy for the returned 
properties, has been doing a new thing as it has grown from 
a response to litigation to a rebirth of ministry in our Diocese. 
Here are details about the inspiring and continuing story that 
began just over a year ago. 
 The Dayspring teams met for the first time on March 
1, 2012. Bishop Johnston invited each of the 28 persons 
present to commit to constant prayer for the work of 
Dayspring, to keeping open hearts and minds, to flexible 
thinking, to a spirit of cooperation, to patience, and to open 
communication. “We have never done this before; few 
dioceses have,” he said. “We need to be open to new ideas 
and to the constant movement of the Holy Spirit.” 
 in the months following that first Dayspring meeting, 
three congregations moved back into their church homes. 
These are Epiphany, Herndon; the Falls Church Episcopal, 
Falls Church; and St. Stephen’s, heathsville. Joyful 
celebrations of return and services of renewal took place in 
each setting. in the fall a fourth congregation, St. Margaret’s, 
Woodbridge, moved from the church building in which they 
had been worshipping throughout the time of litigation into 
the church building that once housed all Saints, Dale City. in 
May, a new congregation began to form at St. Paul’s Church, 
haymarket. The new St. Paul’s is now making the canonically 
required application for recognition as a congregation 
of the Diocese of virginia. each of these five Dayspring 
congregations is worshipping, growing and serving the 
world in Christ’s name. 
 We are doing a new thing in each of these 
congregations, with each of the returned properties, and 
in the whole of our Dayspring ministry. We have never done 
anything quite like this before. There is no rule book for us to 
follow, there is no blueprint. The emerging and sometimes 
ambiguous nature of our work means that, at times, there is 
anxiety in the congregations and in the Diocese. The bishops, 
diocesan staff and Dayspring teams are striving to be 
attentive to the places of anxiety and to support one another 
in finding the hope, the joy and the opportunity that come 
with the great responsibility that has been placed in all of our 
hands as a diocese.

THE rT. rEV. susan E. goff

DaySpring one year on

 in addition to the church buildings that are once again 
home to Episcopal congregations, other properties were 
also returned to the mission of the Church. Of these, the 
former Church of the Apostles in Fairfax, where there is no 
continuing or new congregation, will be sold and proceeds 
from the sale will fund Dayspring efforts and begin to pay 
down our debt from the litigation. Also, we are marketing an 
office building in downtown Fairfax and two undeveloped 
properties in Fairfax County. 
 in eastern Prince William County, we have two church 
sites which give us an abundance of options. in one, we are 
hosting an expanded free clinic, serving those in need. in 
addition, we will lease both buildings to congregations of 
other Christian denominations, ensuring that the properties 
will be used and cared for as we discern our possibilities. (See 
the article about the Prince William Free Clinic which is housed 
in one of these buildings on page 8 of this magazine.) 
 Truro Church, Fairfax is being leased to Truro Anglican 
Church through June 2015. There was no self-identified 
continuing congregation there, so no Episcopalians are being 
deprived of their church home. This lease gives us the ability 
to plan intentionally and thoroughly our strategy to plant a 
new church there. in addition, we have the opportunity to 
witness a relationship based on growing respect with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ with whom we have significant 
disagreements. (See Bishop Johnston’s pastoral address 
online for a perspective on this.) 
 The goal for every one of our Dayspring congregations 
is growth, health and financial independence within three 
years. Financial support until the congregations reach this 
goal is provided out of a portion of the funds that were 
returned to the Diocese along with the properties, and from 
the sale of particular properties. This work is not funded by 
the diocesan budget. 
 The work of Dayspring is the work of a large and 
growing community. Dayspring vision teams work directly 
with each congregation to support them in developing 
a vision and a plan for making the vision a reality. The 
Dayspring properties team works with diocesan treasurer 
Mike Kerr to offer advice about the sale of properties and 
to assist in effecting the business plans. The Dayspring 
Communications team works to provide effective messages 
about goals and plans and to convey concrete information.
 The Communications Teams is headed by the Rev. Deacon 
ed Jones. The Business Support Team is headed by Joe 
Paxton. The Rev. Jenks hobson is the chair of the Dayspring 

Dayspring continued on page 8
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Photo: Emily Cherry

James Bailor (left), president of the Prince William Area Free Clinic Board of Directors; 
Dr. Linda Franklin (second from left), executive director; and Dr. Rebecca Sinclair (right), 
medical director, present a plaque to Michael Kerr, diocesan treasurer, in appreciation of 
the Diocese’s support of the clinic.

on March 7, the Prince William area 
Free Clinic celebrated the grand 
opening of their newly renovated 
facilities at the St. Margaret’s property 
in Woodbridge. 
 The clinic began operating out 
of St. Margaret’s in 2010, but soon 
discovered a need for more space. 
Clients were waiting in long lines 
outside, and often had to wait weeks 
for an appointment. Providers were 
setting up makeshift exam rooms in the 
hallways. Around the same time, the 
property returned to the ownership of 
the Diocese of Virginia, after the Diocese 
and St. Margaret’s anglican reached 
a settlement over the building. The 
congregation of St. Margaret’s episcopal 
decided not to return to their original 
church building, and have since gone on 
to worship at a space on Saratoga lane. 
The clinic now occupies two floors of a 
wing of the St. Margaret’s property on 
Church Hill Road. 
 “The Episcopal Diocese helped 
make this dream a reality” by letting 
the clinic expand into the upper floors 
of the St. Margaret’s building, said 
Dr. Rebecca Sinclair, medical director. 
During the renovations, the clinic did 
not stop serving patients, and in fact 
expanded their hours. 
 The clinic “goes far beyond the 
provision of medical care,” explained 

a plaCe oF hope anD healing at St. margaret’S property

EMily cHErry

Sinclair. They also provide case 
management and mental health care, 
a food bank and a toy closet, plus 
access to nutritional counseling. The 
clinic prides itself on being “a true 
medical home,” where uninsured 
clients can schedule appointments and 
have continuity in their medical care. 
The providers also help the clients 
gain access to their medications and 
receive transportation to their medical 

services, and host a mobile medical 
clinic once a month. 
 Michael J. Kerr, treasurer of the 
Diocese, delivered the invocation at 
the grand opening ceremony. “it is 
my hope, and that of the Diocese of 
virginia, that the Prince William area 
Free Clinic will always be a place of 
hope and healing to all who come 
through the door.” t

Vision Team. He acts in partnership with the Rev. DeDe 
Duncan-Probe, who works directly with the congregations, 
and Col. Jean Reed, who works with properties that don’t 
have Episcopal congregations. “The work of the Dayspring 
[team] and congregations has been a shared work of grace, 
redemption and mutual support as we ‘seek to serve Christ in 
all persons,’” said Duncan-Probe. 
 These faithful men and women, along with some 30 
other diocesan leaders, provide vital ministry on behalf 
of our Diocese as we do this new work. it’s my hope that 

the blossoming of Dayspring congregations will become 
contagious and spread increased hope and vision to our 
Diocese as a whole. God is doing a new thing among us.  
Because of God’s work, years of heartbreak and conflict are 
being transformed into a burst of renewed ministry. God 
is making a way for us in the wilderness, and we are seeing 
wondrous new things. t

Dayspring continued from page 7
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When some parishioners and leaders 
in South Carolina voted to leave the 
Episcopal Church in late 2012, the 
news struck a chord with Dayspring 
congregations in Virginia. Continuing 
Episcopalians in South Carolina were 
left feeling uncertain and looking for 
places to worship. Those circumstances 
felt all too familiar to Virginians.
 The Rev. lucia lloyd, rector of 
St. Stephen’s, heathsville, decided to 
organize a diocesan-wide effort to 
support the Episcopal Church in South 
Carolina. lloyd’s Dayspring congregation 
was one of four in Virginia that 
continued to worship as Episcopalians 
when breakaway congregations 
controlled church property.
 “i have been inspired by the 
courage, hope and faith of the 
continuing Episcopalians in South 
Carolina, and the way that their faith 
has been strengthened through 
adversity,” said lloyd. “They are 
starting with nothing but God 
and each other. As they rise to the 
challenges of difficult circumstances, 
we wanted them to have tangible 
reminders of the prayer and support 
from their brothers and sisters from 
across the Episcopal Church.” 
 The efforts by lloyd and others 
from Virginia have helped spread 
Dayspring’s seeds of renewal and 
rebirth to another diocese. Read on for 
her account of the trip.
 

 Parishes in the Diocese of virginia 
joined together this year to donate 
extra prayer books, vestments, altar 
hangings and other items to worship 
groups in the Episcopal Church in South 
Carolina. St. Stephen’s, heathsville 
wanted to do what it could to help 
groups who were worshipping outside 
their property.
 With the support of the Rt. 

THE rEV. lucia lloyD

From Virginia to South Carolina

Rev. Susan Goff, bishop suffragan, 
we invited Virginia parishes to bring 
donated items to Annual Council 
in January. i traveled to South 
Carolina with the Rev. Kate Chipps, 
recently retired priest-in-charge of 
St. Margaret’s, Woodbridge, another 
continuing Episcopal congregation. 
We served as supply clergy for two of 
the worship groups, while personally 
delivering the gifts. The Standing 
Committee of the Diocese of Virginia 
also has sent a letter of support. 
 Several members of St. Stephen’s 
also traveled to Edisto, S.C., where the 
Episcopalians have found a somewhat 
unusual location for their Sunday 
worship: BoBo’s BBQ. The two groups 
shared stories of pain and joy. “We have 
been so uplifted by the support we have 
gotten from our friends in Virginia,” said 
Gretchen Smith from edisto. “Knowing 
that they had been through a similar 
trial and were able to come through it 
victorious has given us hope that we 
will eventually do the same.” 
 zillah Cribb, another member 

of the Edisto congregation, said, 
“As life-long Episcopalians, we have 
worshiped in Episcopal churches in 
the various communities where we 
have lived in the past 50-plus years. 
For the past three years, we were not 
comfortable at the local church. Now, 
we are members of a beautiful, joyous 
worshipping community.”
 Said Dolores Miller of Edisto, 
“i think that … having lucia here 
impressed on us the prayers and the 
thoughts that went behind these 
wonderful gifts. it helps to bring home 
our experience in Charleston when the 
presiding bishop was with us and we 
elected our provisional bishop. All that 
glory and excitement and joy has been 
for us fulfilled this weekend and we 
have had a joyous Eucharist.” 
 The Rev. Kate Chipps celebrated 
and preached with Episcopalians 
in Summerville, S.C. “The people 
in the continuing congregation in 
Summerville are some of God’s most 
faithful, determined, hospitable, 
gracious and joyful people,” said 
Chipps. “i paid them the highest 
compliment i could: They remind me of 
the people of St. Margaret’s episcopal 
Church in Woodbridge. it is amazing to 
me how faith and hope and joy shine 
through in the midst of adversity and 
the great pain of betrayal.”
 The members of the Summerville 
group wrote a letter to St. Margaret’s, 
thanking them for gifts of office and 
worship supplies, and adding, “The 
love and support of a parish that has 
experienced the fragmentation of 
schism and has come through that 
experience as a healthy congregation 
is essential to our parish both now and 
into the future.” t

Photo: The Rev. Lucia Lloyd

Members of the Episcopal worship group 
in South Carolina receive gifts from the 
Diocese of Virginia.
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 it is a classic college scene, the theater situated beside a 
lawn boxed by other facilities. inside and out, students rush 
between classes and activities. There is warm chatter and 
frequent laughter. Strikingly they wear green blazers and 
white shirts, many sporting ties with the college crest. Apart 
from required attire, this could be an American campus. 
indeed most conversation, like class instruction, is in english. 
 But this is not North America or Europe. Edwardes 
College sits in the heart of Peshawar, Pakistan, the city of  
3 million that is the epicenter of terrorism. Kabul, 
Afghanistan is 144 miles to the west; in between is intensely 
contested terrain. 
 Close by, in the city of Mardan, the burned ruins 
of a church recall mobs that protested a video insulting 
the Prophet Muhammad last September. Farther to the 
northeast, 100 miles away, there is Abbottabad, where 
american navy Seals killed osama bin laden in 2011. 
Peshawar is the center of terror and the war on it. 
 violence is a constant reality. on December 17, militants 
brazenly launched a multi-phase attack on Peshawar’s 
international airport that was repulsed by government 
forces. Since then, there have been various attacks on 
individuals and shootouts with police in the city. 
 Students commuting to campus pass through multiple 
checkpoints featuring roadblocks with sandbagged machine-
gun posts. At campus gates, armed guards check identities 
and patrol the surrounding walls. Edwardes sits in the midst 
of ongoing threat. 

On a bright winter afternoon a few students gather 
in the college theater to rehearse an upcoming 
performance. They will offer Shakespeare’s “Julius 
Caesar” to the campus and the public. Several 
scenes require polish. A young man and young 
woman begin the dialogue between Portia and 
Brutus hesitantly. Finding confidence, they recite 
historic lines energetically. Other students and the 
faculty advisors applaud as they conclude. 

THE rEV. Bill sacHs anD Buck BlancHarD

In the  Face
of Terror

The authors (the Rev. Bill Sachs, center, and Buck Blanchard, right) 
with the rector of All Saints’ Church in the old city of Peshawar.

 Yet on campus, life seems disconnected from the 
realities around it. The legacy of the past is vivid. Founded 
in 1900 by British missionaries, the college continues as one 
of the educational and medical institutions of the Church 
of Pakistan. The colonial past is gone, but the original 
intention of offering higher education to society persists. 
Overwhelmingly faculty and students are Muslim, a reminder 
that Pakistan has a huge islamic majority. The college has 
smaller numbers of Christians, Sikhs and Hindus. 
 Edwardes says its mission is to “educate and develop 
professionals who will be servant leaders” for Pakistan, a 
focus that has earned widespread acclaim. Visitors sense the 
pride of being “edwardian.” Plaques and framed photos attest 
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to the legacy. Students and faculty smile 
as they describe edwardes. it seems 
wondrously unreal. For what could 
they possibly hope, with chaos on their 
doorstep? 
 Nevertheless, Edwardes styles 
itself as an alternative to violence. 
Hints quickly surface. One faculty 
member, a Muslim woman, says her 
intention is to “inculcate empathy” in 
students. A faculty member advising 
the Shakespeare rehearsal emphasizes 
that theater helps students to 
“build confidence and develop self-
expression.” he doesn’t need to cite 

the nearby Taliban’s condemnation of 
drama and dance. The contrast is stark. 
 The contrast also is pervasive. 
Another faculty member, a Muslim, 
leads his class in a discussion of “gender 
equality” in the college’s “integrity 
Project,” periodic discussion of current 
issues. The emphasis on discussion, and 
not rote learning, is striking. Phrases like 
“tolerance for diversity” and “mutual 
appreciation” surface as the faculty 
member draws out students. Values 
are formed by guided interaction. 
The contrast with life outside campus 
becomes more striking. 
 Religious and cultural difference is 
presumed; but respect for difference, 
and other humanitarian values are 
emphasized. Many students pursue 
the sciences, especially pre-medical 
studies, and they cite the values that are 
encouraged. So too in the liberal arts. 
Students speak of career hopes framed 
by ideals Edwardes has fostered. 
 They sense they are being 
groomed to create a better future, 
and carry a profound responsibility. 
“We must defeat terrorism,” one 
student says soberly. Can education 
undermine militancy? Can students not 
only acquire academic skills but values 
that promote cooperation and defeat 
violence? edwardes College invests in 
this hope. 
 it is not alone. other schools 
affiliated with the Church of Pakistan’s 
Diocese of Peshawar echo this 
intention. Nearby Edwardes College, 
a school groups students into clusters 
where team spirit and cooperation are 
promoted. At a church-run primary 
school, some children practice “Romeo 
and Juliet,” while others rehearse 
cultural dances. The arts are integrated 
into studies. 
 nor is this emphasis confined 
to Peshawar. The church-affiliated 
school at Bannu in nearby Waziristan 
also grounds education in shared 
values and respectful cooperation. 
Similarly, church-run medical facilities 
treat all who come. Compassion is a 
striking emphasis given tensions and 
outbreaks of religious violence. While 
militancy flares, Pakistan’s army makes 
aggressive sweeps, and American 
drones patrol, the hope of a reconciled 
future endures. 

 To achieve it, delicate interfaith 
and cross-cultural negotiations are 
required, as life at Edwardes reveals. 
At campus events, for example, 
should the Qur’an or the Bible be read 
first? Respect for cultural patterns 
is presumed. A small section of the 
campus is reserved for women. Men 
and women often sit in segregated 
clusters. Edwardes does not promote 
wholesale change. 
 Education promotes cooperation 
in the midst of difference. one evening 
Edwardes hosts the “Faith Friends,” a 
gathering of religious leaders from all 
faiths, including leading Muslims. Their 
conversation reflects what edwardes 
values. it embodies hospitality and 
common purpose. The conversation is 
substantive and warm. For an evening 
much seems possible in Peshawar. 
 Can people be educated away 
from animosity and suspicion? The 
hunger for what Edwardes College and 
related schools offer is great. There are 
more applications each year than places 
in the classes. The eagerness of many 
people for a better future is palpable. 
But longing is insufficient. Militant 
groups make this a fragile place. 
Edwardes can only educate a few.  How 
can that have broad impact? 
 in Pakistan: A Hard Country, Anatol 
lieven depicts a nation in danger of 
disintegration. Riven by class, clan 
and faith fault lines, Pakistan must be 
a “negotiated state.” it only works 
to the extent that cooperation can 
emerge amid the social sources of 
conflict. The strength and variety of 
particular identities combine with weak 
government to make a brittle situation. 
 Shakespeare and the integrity 
Project and medical care and even 
“Faith Friends” may seem like straws 
in Pakistan’s violent winds. Many 
continuing examples could justify 
cynicism. But behind the headlines a 
dedicated and diverse group of people 
fosters an alternative, in the face of 
terror. They and their commitment are 
sorely needed, in Pakistan and in the 
united States. t

Originally published in the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

Primary school girls practice for a 
performance in the Diocese of Peshawar.

St. John’s Cathedral (1857) in Peshawar.

11  spring 2013  /  Virginia Episcopalian



neWS From arounD the ChurCh
excerpts from episcopal news Service

SouthWeStern Virginia eleCtS 
mark BourlakaS aS BiShop

The Very Rev. Mark Allen Bourlakas, dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral in louisville, Ky., has been elected as sixth bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Virginia, pending the 
required consents from a majority of bishops with jurisdiction 
and standing committees of the Episcopal Church.
 Bourlakas, 49, was elected March 9 out of a field of five 
nominees. He was elected on the third ballot by the Electing 
Council meeting at St. John’s, Roanoke.
 Pending a successful consent process, the ordination is 
scheduled for July 20 at the Roanoke Performing arts Theatre.
 The sixth bishop will succeed the Rt. Rev. neff Powell, 
who has served as the diocese’s fifth bishop since 1996.

‘Carnage’ oF gun ViolenCe 
muSt Stop, BiShopS Say

By Mary francEs scHJonBErg

Saying that they “lament and have cried over the widely 
reported mass shootings” in the united States, the episcopal 
Church’s house of Bishops said March 12 that they are also 
“outraged by the too often unseen and unacknowledged 
daily massacre of our young people in cities such as Chicago, 
newark, Baltimore, Port-au-Prince and Tegucigalpa.”
 “This carnage must stop,” bishops said in a “Word to 
the Church” issued from the Kanuga Conference Center in 
Hendersonville, N.C. at the end of their March 8-12 meeting.
 The bishops said they “embody a wide variety of 
experiences and perspectives with respect to firearms,” 
including as “hunters and sport-shooters, former members 
of the military and law enforcement officers.
 “We respect and honor that we are not of one mind 
regarding matters related to gun legislation. Yet we are 
convinced that there needs to be a new conversation in 
the united States that challenges gun violence,” they said. 
“Because of the wide variety of contexts in which we live and 
our commitment to reasoned and respectful discourse that 
holds together significant differences in creative tension, we 
believe that the Episcopal Church can and must lead in this 
effort. in fact many in this church are already doing so, for 
which we thank God.”
 a specific commitment “to lead a new conversation 
in our nations as to the appropriate use and legislation of 
firearms” and to commit to “specific actions to this end,” is, 

episcopal news service
ens

the bishops said, in keeping with their episcopal ordination 
vows to “boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel of Christ, 
enlightening the minds and stirring up the conscience.”
 They also called all Episcopalians “to pray and work for 
the end of gun violence.”
 The theme for the bishops’ meeting, which was styled 
as a retreat, was “Godly leadership in the midst of loss” and 
the sessions included prayer, daily Bible study, reflection 
and worship.

FranCiS iS a pope oF FirStS

By Mary francEs scHJonBErg

argentinian Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, 76, was elected 
March 13 by the cardinals of the Roman Catholic Church to 
succeed Pope Benedict Xvi.
 Bergoglio, the first Jesuit and the first cardinal from latin 
America ever to be elected pope, chose the name Francis.
 Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori said in a 
statement that the Episcopal Church “will pray for the new 
Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis i, and for the possibility of 
constructive dialogue and cooperation between our churches.”
 archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby also issued a 
statement. “We wish Pope Francis every blessing in the 
enormous responsibilities that he has assumed on behalf 
of Roman Catholics around the world,” he said, calling the 
new pontiff “a compassionate pastor of real stature who has 
served the poor in latin america, and whose simplicity and 
holiness of life is remarkable.”
 While many observers assumed that Bergoglio took the 
name Francis in a signal he hopes to emulate the humility of 
the man who founded the Franciscan order, a man named 
Francis was significant in the early days of the Jesuits. 
Francis Xavier, one of the first seven Jesuits, was a student of 
ignatius of loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus. Some 
consider the two to be the co-founders of the order. Early in 
their history, the Jesuits ran afoul of the pope, the Roman 
Curia and some nations more than once, but mostly for 
political and economic reasons rather than theological ones.
 Bergoglio had been archbishop of Buenos Aires since 
1998. he was made a cardinal by Pope John Paul ii in 2001. he 
is the first non-european to lead the Roman Catholic Church 
in more than 1,000 years, according to reports. t
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the laDy BiShop From ameriCa

THE rT. rEV. susan E. goff

“Excuse me,” the seven-year-old 
schoolboy asked at the end of the 
assembly, “Are you the lady bishop 
from america?” “Yes,” i responded. 
“But i thought you’d be speaking 
american,” he said. “i am speaking 
american,” i replied. “is it different from 
what you expected?” “Yes,” he stated 
emphatically, “i can understand you.”
 Growing in understanding of one 
another and of the world we serve in 
Christ’s name was at the heart of the 
recent weeklong visit my husband Tom 
and i made to our partner Diocese of 
liverpool, england. Two particular 
realities provided a context and 
backdrop for the visit. 
 The first reality was the vote 
of the General Synod of the Church 
of England on November 20, 2012, 
regarding the ordination of women 
as bishops. The measure was easily 
approved by the necessary two-thirds 
majority in both the House of Bishops 
and the House of Clergy, but failed by 
six votes in the house of laity. a total 
vote of 324 to 122 was not enough to 
carry the motion, even though 42 of the 
44 dioceses of the church had already 
backed the measure. The failure in the 
General Synod therefore came as a 
blow to many. in response, the house 
of Bishops determined to elect eight 
senior women priests as “participant 
observers” to the House with seat and 
voice, though not vote, until the House 
has at least six women bishops. i found 
myself surrounded at times by women 
priests, by young people and by other 
frustrated lay people who saw in “the 
lady bishop from America” a sign of 
hope. My preaching and presiding at 
the Eucharist in cope and miter in the 
stunningly beautiful liverpool Cathedral 
became for many, it seems, an icon of 
the promise of what will one day be in 
the Church of england. i saw firsthand 
how witness and presence can be signs 
of hope and roads to understanding. 
 The second reality that provided a 
backdrop for the visit is the long legacy 
of injustice and despair that links the 
dioceses of virginia and liverpool. our 

see cities, Richmond and liverpool, 
were major players in the centuries-
long slave trade. Richmond was the 
second largest importer of kidnapped 
and enslaved African people in the 
united States and also the number one 
exporter of enslaved Africans to other 
american states. liverpool financed 
40 percent of the ships that carried the 
slaves and provided other major financial 
backing for the trade. Since we began 
our companion diocese relationship in 
the 1990s, our dioceses have worked to 
find ways to shine Christ’s light into this 
historical and still lingering darkness 
and to use whatever power we have as 
people of faith to overcome injustice by 
doing justice. 
 To explore this theme, Tom and i, 
along with Bishop Richard Blackburn, 
and his wife, the Rev. Helen Blackburn, 
visited the disturbing yet edifying slavery 
museum on the docks of liverpool. 
i visited diocesan schools to learn 
how the diocese serves those who 
otherwise would not receive the kind 
of education that will help them escape 

The Rev. Canon Dr. Pete Wilcox (left), dean of Liverpool, and the Rev. Cynthia Dowdle 
(right), dean of Women’s Ministries for the Diocese of Liverpool, join Bishop Goff and her 
husband, the Rev. Tom Holliday, at the Liverpool Cathedral. 

from poverty. We visited a prison there  
to see what prison ministry looks like in 
another setting. We met with diocesan 
staff to share stories and strategies 
for congregational development. And 
we explored how we might identify a 
common third link diocese in western 
Africa to complete once again our 
Triangle of Hope.
 “i can understand you,” the 
schoolboy said to me. Through visiting, 
praying together, laughing and 
lamenting together, and seeking ways 
to do justice together in a broken and 
sinful world, we can better understand 
one another. Then, as we grow in 
understanding, we enter more fully into 
relationship with the brothers and sisters 
whom Christ calls us to serve. t
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Whether they’re hiding bats in the 
belfry, keeping watch by the clock 

tower or serving as a town landmark, the 
iconic church steeple is a welcome sign of 

Christian sanctuary and refuge. Here are just a few 
trademark towers that dot city skylines around the 

Diocese of Virginia.

Here is the Church,

Here  s the Steeple
St. James', Alexandria St. Paul's Memorial, Charlottesville

St. James's, Richmond

St. Timothy's, Herndon
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St. Peter's,  Purcellville

St. George's, Fredericksburg

St. Peter's, Port Royal

Trinity, Arlington

Trinity, Upperville

St. James', Leesburg

St. David's, Ashburn
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G.I.R.L.s

EMily cHErry

 So prayed five young women from St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg when they traveled to New York in early 
March to take part in the united nations Commission on 
the Status of Women with the Working Group on Girls. in 
addition to leading the prayers at a special Eucharist at the 
Episcopal Church Center, Becca Bryant, Hannah Cannon, 
Kenna Dickard, Grace Schwartz, Maddie Stroud and their 
mothers and group leaders spent several days in lectures, 
conversations and workshops discussing the week’s theme 
of stopping violence against women and girls. 
 The New York trip had its origins in the Rev. Deacon 
Carey Chirico’s 2012 trip to the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, designated by the united nations as the most 
dangerous place on earth to be a woman. “as i returned to 
life in virginia, the best way i knew to honor the women of 
the Congo was to begin with our own young ones, our next 
global and church leaders,” Chirico wrote in a reflection. and 
so Girls in Real life (G.i.R.l.s) was born. 
 The G.i.R.l.s group spent five months prior to the trip 

For our sisters who have lost 

their sense of self amid the 

chaos of life, materialism and 

harmful relationships.

Take on the U.N.

launChing leaDerS:

For the women whose living 

situations demand a daily 

struggle for survival.

For victims of rape, human 

trafficking, genital mutilation, 

and all other forms of violence 

against women.

delving into different learning and discussion modules. 
They took part in their own microfinance project, had 
conversations about sexual violence as a weapon of control, 
and talked about the empowerment of an education, all in 
the greater context of their faith. The conversations had an 
added importance because they took place not only between 
peers, but also between mothers and daughters. “You do see 
a different dimension in them” as a result of the discussions, 
explained Sheryl Stroud Bryant, a mother and group leader. 
“The ability to have an adult conversation about adult 
topics … and share that intense, adult perspective has done 
something for our relationship,” added Nancy Schwartz, 
another mother and group leader. 
 The group also had an opportunity to meet with the 
Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop of 
the episcopal Church, when she came to visit St. George’s 
in February. “She really made us think,” explained Grace, by 
questioning how they would make a difference in their own 
communities on these women’s issues. 

grace Schwartz Becca Bryant maddie Stroud hannah Cannon kenna Dickard

Photo: Sheryl Stroud Bryant  
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 The culmination of the G.i.R.l.s 
program was the trip to New York. 
The united nations Commission on 
the Status of Women meets each 
year to promote women’s rights 
and respond to urgent problems for 
women across the globe. The trip 
started for the Virginia delegation 
of 12 girls and leaders with a teen 
orientation for the Working Group on 
Girls, where they heard from Michelle 
Bachelet, director of u.n. Women 
and former president of Chile, and 
Michael Kaufman, founder of the 
White Ribbon Campaign against male 
violence toward women. They went on 
to attend sessions and discussions on 
human trafficking, domestic violence 
and access to health care, tweeting 
along the way to let folks at home 
follow along with the experience. 
“i never thought i could make a 
difference until i came here,” said 
Kenna. “Just one person can start this 
ripple effect.” 
 That ripple goes into effect when 
the girls come home. They’re planning 
a dinner for the men in their lives on 
“what we want you to know about 
what we have learned.” The girls are 
producing a documentary on their 
experience, and are energized to find 
other ways to share their perspectives 
with the community. “They’ve been 
looking around and saying, ‘Everything 
we’ve been learning about from a 
faith-based perspective, it’s here,’” 

said Chirico. “They’re going to come 
back as launched leaders.” 
 We asked some of the girls to 
reflect on their experience in new York. 
here’s what they had to say. 

BeCCa Bryant
 “You are the change agents. You 
are the voice.” Those words resonated 
within my mind during my experience 
in new York. i have learned an immense 
amount about the challenges women 
face around the world and i now feel 
obligated to be the change i want 
to see. i believe that by remaining 
silent and letting these wretched acts 
of oppression and abuse occur to 
innocent women around the world, 
that i myself would be committing 
an act of violence. Women are being 
sexually violated, trafficked, denied 
an education, forced into marriage 
at unreasonable ages, and facing 
genital mutilation. We cannot let these 

issues continue. i intend to research 
more about these problems, and by 
working with my friends also involved 
in G.i.R.l.s, get legislation passed 
to decrease these wrongdoings and 
eventually put an end to them. By 
attending the Commission on the 
Status of Women, i gained a greater 
understanding of the term “violence” 
and how it can be inflicted. one of the 
biggest realizations i had was during 
the Girls’ Tribunal, in which a witnesses 
spoke about how media basically 
promote and sell sex to society. There 
are countless hardships women face 
on a daily basis and i am optimistic for 
solutions to come. “The end of violence 
is not the end. Equality between men 
and women must be achieved.” We 
must all work together to create a 
better future for all of our brothers and 
sisters worldwide. 

hannah Cannon
 “Men and women are different, 
but equality can still be achieved,” 
stated Ambassador Chowdhury of 
Bangladesh during his talk at the 
Episcopal Church Center in New York. 
This Commission on the Status of 
Women was the first that included 
“girl-child” in the discussion. Not 
every dialect has a word for “girl” 
specifically; that is how under-valued 
young girls in many places around the 
world are. But there is hope, because 
the united nations recognizes that 
there is still injustice. Ambassador 
Chowdhury's statement is what i’ve 

u.n. continued on page 18

Photo: Emily Cherry 

The Rev. Deacon Carey Chirico, the 
founder of the G.I.R.L.s group, joins (left 
to right) Hannah Cannon, Kenna Dickard 
and Becca Bryant.

Photo: Wendy Cannon 

Tzu Chi, the Buddhist Compassion Relief 
Foundation, interviews Hannah Cannon 
during one of the sessions. 

Photo: Sheryl Stroud Bryant   

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop, speaks with (left to right) Kenna 
Dickard, Maddie Stroud and Hannah Cannon at a special lunch at St. George’s, Fredericksburg.  
In the background are the Rt. Rev. Susan Goff and the Rev. Deacon Carey Chirico.
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been trying to advocate for years now, 
specifically in terms of military service. 
But almost every different talk that we 
went to touched on this somewhat. 
using men as allies, like the title of 
one of the conferences, really is the 
key to gender equality and an end to 
violence. We met an amazing gender 

equalist by the name of Michael 
Kaufman, who started the White 
Ribbon Campaign in Canada. Men and 
boys who wear these white ribbons 
pledge to never commit, condone or 
remain silent about violence against 
women and girls. My primary goal 
after being given this incredible 
opportunity is to start a White Ribbon 
Campaign in Fredericksburg and also 
to start a boy’s group to complement 
our G.i.R.l.s group, and boost the 
representation of males at the 58th 
Commission on the Status of Women 
next year.

kenna DiCkarD
 at our first G.i.R.l.s meeting, we 
all wrote down on paper dolls different 
stories and words that define us. We 
discussed that people are made up 
of stories and that one story doesn’t 
define who we are. Though i thought 
i understood what that meant, it only 
began to make sense when i arrived 
in new York. Women and girls, with 
bravery i could only dream of, stood in 
front of hundreds of people and told 
their stories of rape, sex trafficking 
and child marriage. My first instinct 
was to see them as victims but, when i 
actually talked to these girls, i realized 
they’re so much more than victims. 
They still giggle at cute boys in the 
room, and have a dream job, and 
love their friends. So despite all the 

statistics and facts i’ve learned, the 
most important thing i’ve learned was 
that though everybody has stories, 
these stories don’t define who we are. 
These “victims” are really sisters, and 
girls with crushes, and mothers and 
dreamers. Basically i am proud to say i 
will never again look at anyone as just 
a victim.

graCe SChWartz
 Day 2 of New York, the day we 
actually began learning and discussing, 
was not at all what i expected it to 
be. i expected a much more intense 
discussion and instead i got a warm 
welcome and inspiring speeches. 
When you entered the auditorium, it 
was definitely a little overwhelming. 
But after breaking into our breakout 
groups and meeting new friends 
and listening to amazing keynote 
speakers, a great feeling of family 
and fellowship came over me. There 
was always someone ready to listen 
to you, to answer your questions, to 
talk with. So many ideas to bring home 
and spread awareness were brought 
up and these things, like starting clubs 
and workshops and meeting with 
public officials, inspired me and made 
me want to learn even more on how 
to educate my community in Virginia. 
This was every day; that feeling of 
being surrounded by people you can 
converse with easily and who want to 
help inspire you even more and who 
are even inspired by you. The biggest 
thing i am bringing home from this 
Commission on the Status of Women 
is the ever-growing pot of ideas to 
spread awareness on a local, national 
and even global level. “This generation 
will make a change.” 

the reV. DeaCon Carey 
ChiriCo

 Prior to joining the girls at the Commission 
on the Status of Women, the Rev. Deacon 
Carey Chirico participated in a special women’s 
Indaba, a meeting of deep listening grounded in 
prayer and Scripture. Chirico reflected on this 
event, which brought together participants from 
across the globe.

 Unbuntu, a concept meaning 
shared humanity, is at the heart of 
conversations held at an Indaba.  it is a 
word that conveys the deep importance 
of respect for each other necessary 
in a healthy society.  Both the Indaba 
process and the concept of Unbuntu 
have come to have deep resonance in 
the Anglican Communion. As we strive 
to understand each other across our 
cultures and to do the work Christ 
calls us to, the need for new ways of 
listening and learning from each other 
has become clear.
 The indaba participants asked 
each other, “What is violence, what 
does it look like in our cultures and 
how is it prevented?” We found many 
more similarities than differences 
as we shared deeply held stories 
from our experiences about violence 
in our world today. As the days 
progressed, the group identified new 
questions they wanted to ask and the 
conversation grew deeper and new 
pathways for answers appeared. The 
group concluded with the resolve to 
continue to challenge ourselves and our 
communities with the hard questions, 
to explore solutions and share 
outcomes. Yet perhaps the greatest 
outcome will be the strong and lasting 
friendships that were created. t

u.n. continued from page 17
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The girls compare notes – and tend to social 
media updates – during a session break.  

Photo: Emily Cherry

Grace Schwartz, center, leads the prayers 
of the people in the chapel at the Episcopal 
Church Center. The girls all wrote and shared 
an original prayer.   

Photo: Sheryl Stroud Bryant   

Nancy Schwartz (far left), one of the group 
chaperones and leaders, sits with (left to 
right) Becca Bryant, Maddie Stroud, Grace 
Schwartz, Kenna Dickard and Hannah 
Cannon at the Episcopal Church Center. 
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From repentanCe to hope in Virginia
Service commemorates emancipation proclamation

EMily cHErry

Over 500 people gathered at 
St. George’s, Fredericksburg, 
on Saturday, February 
16, to commemorate the 
150th anniversary of the 
emancipation Proclamation 
with a special service of 
remembrance, celebration 
and witness. The Most Rev. 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
presiding bishop, reminded 
attendees that “emancipation 
is another word for the 
ongoing resurrection we 
know in Jesus Christ, who 
continues to set us free.” 
But, she added, “to discover 
the depth and reality of that 
freedom, we must re-encounter it, every day of our lives.”
 The entire congregation joined in a litany of offense and 
apology, in which the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, bishop 
of virginia, offered apologies for the Church’s complicity 
in the slave trade – and a promise to strive to create a 
community of justice. “The Diocese of Virginia gathers to 
apologize for its complicity in the institution of slavery and to 
repent of the injuries done in its aftermath,” said Johnston 
in the litany. he added, “With God’s grace we will amend our 
lives, committing ourselves to opposing the sin of racism in 
personal and public life.” 
 hosted by St. George’s and planned by the diocesan 
Committee on Race & Reconciliation, the service was 
designed to mark a true journey from repentance to hope. 

Photo: Sam Pinczuk 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, bishop suffragan; the Rev. Kim Coleman, 
rector of Trinity, Arlington; the Rev. Lawrence Davies, former mayor 
of Fredericksburg and former pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church; and 
Marion Spraggins, member of the Race & Reconciliation Committee 
and Trinity, Arlington, visit the “Jubilee” statue that was dedicated in 
honor of the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

Photo: Emily Cherry 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop, 
celebrates the Eucharist with bishops and clergy of the Diocese.

Three priests of the Diocese 
of virginia offered their 
personal reflections on 
the subject. “Racism will 
not go away … until we 
name it,” said the Rev. Kim 
Coleman, rector of Trinity, 
Arlington. “Emancipation 
is … God’s ongoing work of 
transfiguration through us.” 
 The presiding bishop 
spoke of that same 
transfiguring power in 
her sermon. “God’s spirit 
continues to set the people 
free,” said Jefferts Schori. 
“Today’s act of repentance is 
another freshening breeze.” 

She added, “That breath of God, the spirit of God, will blow 
away the cloud, that gale of freedom will propel us forward 
toward the reign of God, if and only if we are willing to let go of 
anchoring chains that bind us to our own self-centeredness.”
 Following the litany of repentance came a litany in 
celebration of hope, led by Jefferts Schori. The service included 
joyful music from St. George’s choir and the choirs of Shiloh 
(New Site) Baptist Church in Fredericksburg. 
 The celebration concluded with a walk through historic 
downtown Fredericksburg, which passed the site of the former 
slave auction block and ended at the memorial dedication of a 
sculpture by artist Ayokunle Odeleye. The sculpture, depicting a 
set of raised hands releasing a dove into the air, is appropriately 
called “Jubilation.” t

Photo: Sam Pinczuk 

Clergy and worshippers walk 
by the former slave auction 
block in Fredericksburg.

Photo: Emily Cherry 

Bishop Johnston and Presiding 
Bishop Jefferts Schori take  
part in the Witness Walk 
around Fredericksburg. 
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DiSCoVering goD in the DarkeSt plaCeS
a two-part series on prison ministry in the Diocese

asHlEy caMEron

The Rev. Dr. alonzo Pruitt is chaplain at the Richmond City 
Jail, where proclaiming the Gospel is a top priority. “While it is 
important that we support ministries and programs that make 
it less likely that people will engage in behaviors that result in 
their being arrested, it is no less important that we minister to 
the many who are locked up,” explained Pruitt. “We must be 
mindful that sharing with them the love of God is not an option 
but a biblical mandate. Moreover, our witness to diminish the 
number who come back after being released.” 
 The Richmond City Jail opens the doors of the jail to 
the community and people of all religions and programs. 
This openness has allowed the Rt. Rev. Susan e. Goff, bishop 
suffragan, and some members of the diocesan staff to come 
serve Eucharist and bring donations once a month to the 
female inmates. “There is urgency to the problems here, 
and people are hungry for the Word,” said Pruitt. “and it is 
powerful to the women to have Bishop Goff, because they 
never thought of God as a woman before. it has a tremendous 
impact; the women behave better and have more hope.” And 
without someone ministering to these who are suffering, they 
lose hope. The majority need to be reminded they are loved 
and God has a plan for them. 
 “Sometimes ministers say that we are going to visit 
prisoners or others in order to take Christ to them,” said Goff. 
“The truth is, though, that we don’t take Christ to dark places, 
because Christ is already there. We simply discover, reveal and 
share Christ anew in those places. i hope that i have shared 
the love and light of Christ with the women – i know they have 
shared it with me,” Goff added. 
 “For the residents, there is empowerment in being able 
to pick up a Bible and know they are loved,” said Sally Gunn, a 
member of all Saint’s, Richmond, who has been facilitating a 
Bible study at the virginia Correctional Center for Women for 

13 years. The Bible study is run by five volunteers and allows 
about 20 female inmates to come together, interact and feel 
respected. “it has changed my entire life and given me an 
opportunity to reflect on my own spirituality,” Dunn explained. 
“and i am able to communicate that to these women who have 
come to a place in their lives where hope is all they have.”
 The Rev. Catherine Hicks is priest-in-charge of St. 
Peter’s, Port Royal, and started a prison ministry with the 
congregation in March 2012. “i really appreciate the chance 
to participate in the Bible Study,” said hicks. “Prisoners have 
a lot of valuable things to say about Scripture when you 
allow an open dialogue.” About four volunteers bring a Bible 
study once a month to an average of 15 men of Peumansand 
Creek Regional Jail. “They are happy to have the opportunity 
to discuss God’s words and apply it to their current lives 
in prison, and to think about how to use God’s help in 
restructuring their lives once they are released from jail,” 
said hicks. and St. Peter’s has found a way to get everyone 
involved. The congregation donated used Bibles and provided 
money to purchase new ones for participants in the Bible 
Study. At Christmas, they packaged 300 bags of hard candy to 
spread cheer throughout the jail. 
 Prison ministry is one that allows volunteers to bring a 
message of hope and redemption. and for Goff,  “it keeps me 
rooted in the love of Christ and of my sisters in Christ. it keeps 
me looking for and seeing the light, the hope, the goodness, 
the possibility of redemption that shines in every darkness.”

Part II of this series on prison ministry will appear in the Summer Issue of the 

magazine and will feature members of Church of the Messiah, Chancellorsville;  

St. James’, Louisa; St. Matthew’s, Sterling; St. Patrick’s, Falls Church; and the Falls 

Church, Falls Church. 
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Upcoming Shrine Mont Events 2013
A Retreat and Conference Center of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________

Telephone:___________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

PROGRAM REQUEST
Gourmet Dinner*     Women’s Retreat          
Writing Workshop  Boomer Camp
Painting Workshop   Tee with the Bishop      
Flower Arranging    Labyrinth & Pilgrimage

Digital Photography — Spring   Fall 
*requires full payment in advance

Make checks payable to Shrine Mont
____  Enclosed with this registration form is a check for the
full payment or advance deposit of $50 (non-refundable).  
See cancellation policy on our website.

Single   Double / Roommate
Charge my:  Visa   MC   Discover    
$_______    full payment / advance deposit
Number: ____________________________________________
Exp. Date: _____________________    Code: ______________

Mail Registration Form to:
SHRINE MONT

P.O. Box 10 
Orkney Springs, VA 22845

For more information and details for each event 
www.shrinemont.com • shrine@shentel.net  

(540) 856-2141

Gourmet Dinner & Wine Tasting — May 18 / Rate:  $85 Per Person ($35 tax deductible)*
Join us for a relaxing evening with music, a six course gourmet meal and eight wines to taste.  The event will
be held in the Virginia House dining room brought back to its nineteenth century elegance and splendor.
*Stay the night at Shrine Mont and have breakfast for an additional $55 per person + tax.   Sunday lunch
is additional. 

Women’s Retreat — May 31 - June 2 / Rate:  Double $225 , Single $245 Per Person
Retreats for women are designed with the word retreat in mind.  Coming to Shrine Mont offers women of all
ages a chance to get away to the Shenandoah Valley far away from the distractions and responsibilities of home
and city life.  Women attending simply have to get here and everything is already planned for them!  It is truly
a time for refreshment, relaxation, and spiritual renewal.

Writing Workshop — June 28 - 30 / Rate:  $205 Double, $215 Single Per Person
Give yourself a weekend to relax and enjoy the company of other seekers as we reconnect with the Divine
within through writing, sharing and enjoying the beauty of nature.  Time will be available for personal jour-
naling and reflection.  Journal writing can be a powerful teacher, friend and gift that anyone can enjoy.

Boomer Camp, A Summer Camp for Grown-Ups — July 13 - 16
Rate:  $260 Double, $280 Single Per Person
A fun and spiritually enriching experience for adults who need a break from the day to day rigors of life.
Whether you’re a summer camp “veteran” from way back or not, Boomer Camp offers time  to regroup, re-
store, relax and re-charge.

Painting Creation Workshop  — July 14 - 19 / Rate:  Double $580,  Single $600
This class is designed to help students see and explore the natural world through painting.  Beginning with
the premise that learning to see is intertwined with learning to explore, and ultimately to express, this class
will take students out in the field to paint in “plein aire”.  The students can choose between watercolor or oil
paint and will start with basics and work through the process of painting a complete work.

15th Annual Tee with the Bishop Golf Tournament — September 8 - 9 
Rate:  $185 Per Person* Non Golfers $85 per person
Join Bishop Jones for a round of golf, good food and refreshment and a relaxing evening at Shrine
Mont.  Proceeds go to Shrine Mont.  *Price includes one night’s stay, meals, practice round, tour-
nament, and awards banquet.

Arranging for the Joy of It  — September 20 - 22  / Rate:  Double $460,  Single $480   Per Person
Spend a weekend at Shrine Mont learning a variety of flower arranging techniques using local readily avail-
able flowers from experts Nancy Ross Hugo, Mary Garner-Mitchel, and Debbie Peck.

Digital Photography — April 26 - 28, or Sept. 13 - 15
Rate:  Double $270,  Single $290  Per Person
Want to find out what resolution, and mega pixels are all about and learn to speak the digital lingo?  In this
class, you will learn how to use your digital camera more effectively. Assignments will allow you to explore
the Shrine Mont environment photographically, and then share images in class to help you troubleshoot and
develop a creative eye.

Labyrinth & Pilgrimage  — October 4 - 6 / Rate:  Double $190,  Single $210 Per Person
On this retreat we will use the labyrinth and other spiritual practices to revisit our individual spiritual jour-
neys.  We will learn about the life stages of spiritual growth and development through scripture, story, reflec-
tion, journaling and prayer.
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A new resource developed by the 
diocesan Committee on Mental Health 
provides a first-rate guide for churches 
to reflect on issues surrounding suicide 
and grieving – all while simultaneously 
offering a first-rate model for other 
groups to follow in resource-sharing. 
 “The Church and Suicide: 
Compassion and Response” is an adult 
education and discussion program DVD 
including four module lectures offered 
by experts in their fields, plus a detailed 
facilitator’s guide providing speaker 
bios, helpful questions and additional 
recommendations for resources. 
 The DVD originated as an in-
person conference that the Committee 
on Mental health offered in 2012 on 
suicide prevention and response. 
“The committee assembled the best 
speakers we could find,” explained Dr. 
Paul ackerman, co-chair. “We were 
warned in the beginning that there 
would probably be resistance to people 
coming to this,” he added, due to the 
emotionally painful subject matter. 
“and sure enough, there weren’t a 
whole lot of people who came to it.” 

Roadmap to Success: 10 Tips
Is your committee or group looking to 

create a similar resource? The Committee 

on Mental Health offers these 10 tips for 

developing a learning module. 

1.   Program Purpose: Is the program for 

continuing education, professional 

development, a discussion forum?

2.   Target Audience: Who are you trying 

to reach? Clergy, church leadership, 

seminarians, EfM students, youth 

ministers, young adults, teens, children, 

seniors, congregations?

3.   Format & Availability: Which delivery 

format suits your purpose (online, DVD, 

reSourCe-Sharing: the Committee on mental health

EMily cHErry anD THE coMMiTTEE on MEnTal HEalTH

 The problem is not an uncommon 
one, as committees and groups in 
the Diocese compete more and more 
with their target audiences’ time and 
attention spans. So the Committee 
on Mental Health was determined to 
find a solution – some way to deliver 
their resources into more hands. “We 
knew that we had something valuable, 
but we needed to rework it,” said 
Ackerman. Fortunately the committee 
had the foresight to film the entirety of 
the event, with the intention of keeping 
the video for archival purposes. “We 
faced the end of the year with some 
money that we hadn’t spent on other 
conferences, and we decided that 
maybe, we could package it ourselves.”
 So, the group got to work. Marleen 

McCabe, committee member and 
member of Pohick Church, lorton, 
developed the concept of a facilitator’s 
guide for four filmed lectures that 
would be included on the DVD. The 
committee contracted a company 
called Fathom to design and package 
the video and guide together in one 
neat product, that is now available free 
of charge through the diocesan offices 
and online. 
 in developing the modules and 
facilitator’s guide, the committee made 
an effort to focus on a faith-based 
audience. “The purpose is open-ended, 
thoughtful questions to stimulate … 
spiritual focus as well as insight,” said 
Marta engdahl, member of St. luke’s, 
Simeon and of the committee. t

PowerPoint)? Do you need to develop a 

facilitator’s guide and/or a resource guide?

4.   Committee Members’ Roles: Who will 

explore best practices? Who will contact 

potential vendors and compare costs? 

Who is responsible for developing each 

of the individual components?

5.   Budget Allocation: What budget do you 

need to complete the above items?

6.   Budget Consideration and Negotiation: 

What is the scope/level of services from 

your vendors? What is the time frame and 

the total cost?

7.   Target Date: What is the most 

appropriate time frame for the release  

of the program?

8.   Communications Plan: How will you 

unveil the program? Press release, 

blog entry, magazine articles, website, 

outreach contacts, Annual Council, 

interfaith community?

9.   Feedback and Evaluation: How do 

you want to gather comments and 

suggestions on the program? What type 

of data do you want to collect, and how 

will you use and share it?

10.  Assess and Evaluate.

Access the Resource
You can view the different lessons of “The Church and Suicide: Compassion and 

Response” online at thediocese.net/ResourceLibrary/. You can also visit this site to 

request a DVD copy. Learn more about the Committee on Mental Health at  

sites.google.com/site/mhcommittee.

Committee 
Spotlight
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on Sunday, January 13, 2013, the Rt. Rev. Ted Gulick, assistant 
bishop, preached at Holy Comforter, Richmond, sharing the 
message that we should strive to be even better stewards 
of God’s creation. Gulick stressed that all of creation is an 
outreach and manifestation of the Divine love. The sermon 
tied in the theme from the preceding day’s meeting of the 
diocesan Stewardship of Creation Committee (SoCC), where 20 
people from around the Diocese gathered at Holy Comforter in 
faith and hope to address concerns about God’s creation. 
 in the course of the day, the SoCC, chaired by Craig 
Dubishar, welcomed new members and guests, and the 
room buzzed with networking and brainstorming. Among 
the guests were Pat Watkins, a missionary with the Board of 
Global Ministries of the united Methodist Church serving as 
the executive director of Caretakers of God’s Creation; Marco 
Grimaldo, Ceo and president of the virginia interfaith Center 
for Public Policy; and Robert Faithful, former policy analyst, 
u.S. Department of interior. all who attended were welcomed 
at holy Comforter Church by the church’s hoCo eco Steward 
Committee, which served a thoughtfully sustainable lunch to 
the diocesan groups and guests. 
 Core to the SoCC’s mission is education. The group 
debated its role as educators and networkers, as well as 
questions of where education evolves into advocacy or action. 
The committee expressed appreciation to Tal Day, vice chair, 
for his excellent leadership in developing the Committee’s 2012 
and 2013 Fall Conferences, both addressing the key local and 
global issues of food and agriculture sustainability. The 2013 
Conference (September 21, 2013) which will include presenters 
on preserving biodiversity, leveraging federal programs for 
agriculture, genetically modified crop issues as a concern for 
the Episcopal Church, and bay and ocean health. Our keynote 

SteWarDShip oF Creation: moVing ForWarD

MarTHa BurforD JonEs

speaker is the Rev. Richard Cizik, the outspoken supporter of 
taking action to address climate change and global warming.
 after the SoCC meeting on January 12, Dubishar continued 
to explore topics of interest with the HoCo Eco Stewards 
group and presented a forum on stewardship of creation after 
Sunday’s service with members of holy Comforter. 
 For more information on these topics and to sign up 
for our weekly “eBlast” (short, topical communications 
perfect for your parish e-mails, bulletins and newsletters), 
contact Craig at wcdubi@cox.net or visit the SoCC’s website 
at www.caringforgodscreation.net. Blog with us at www.
caringforgodscreation.net/blog and plan to attend our next 
meeting May 4 in Fredericksburg (location to be announced). t

Committee 
Spotlight

Photo: Craig Dubishar 

Attendees at January’s meeting of the Stewardship of Creation
Committee discuss current issues during the lunch break. Seated 
left to right are Eleonore Spears, Tal Day, the Rev. Pat Watkins, 
Craig Anderson and the Rev. Joie Weiher (back to camera).

DoV Q&a
Diocesan staff provide answers to frequently asked 
questions about life in the Diocese. 

I know we want to do some mission/service work with the youth 
from my church. Now what? 
A: Do something. Anything! As long as you’re engaging with 
God’s creation in the world, you are off to a great start. “Mission” 
or “service” trips don’t need to be big, international endeavors. 
They don’t even have to be overnight trips! Begin by talking 
to the youth in your church. Where do THEY want to go? What 
do THEY want to do? And most importantly, what can they 
reasonably give of their time, treasure and talents? 

Where should I even start?
A: Check out the Global Episcopal Mission Network for sample 
forms, documents, permission slips, and much more at gemn.
org. For info on trip insurance, visit gomissiontrip.com.

What are other churches up to?
A: The youth-related mission and service events that the churches 
in our Diocese are participating in and leading are as diverse as 
the churches themselves! Please contact the Office of Mission and 
Outreach or the Office of Christian Formation to learn more about 
what the churches in your area are up to, to share what your parish 
is planning or to find partners from around the Diocese!

Are there any youth service related happenings at Shrine Mont?
A: YES there are! Senior High Youth Conference (SHYC) is a camp for 
rising 9-12th graders whose mission focuses on James 1:22-25 “Be 
doers of the word, and not hearers only.” Throughout their week at 
Shrine Mont, the campers take several trips into the surrounding 
communities to participate in acts of service and mission. Visit 
www.shrinemontcamps.net for more information or to sign up.
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 The most important aspect of the 
quilt project is the art squares: God’s 
love is expressed through the children 
creating the squares. St. Peter’s provides 
groups with fabric squares and an 
explanation about the importance of 
sharing our love with those who are 
less fortunate. Children then create 
messages of love through their 
artwork. The completed quilts 
meet a basic human need for 
both warmth and love. 
 last year, St. Peter’s 
received a $5,000 Mustard 
Seed Grant from the 
Diocese to support 
publication later this 
year of a children’s 
storybook about 
the power of God’s 
love and the magic 
of the quilts. 
The book will 
recount the 
story of the 
first mission 
trip, the 
origin of 
the quilt 
idea and the 
message of 
love embodied 
in each quilt. it 
will be a teaching 
aid for groups creating 
the art squares, and a copy 
will be delivered to each of the 
homes receiving quilts to tell orphans 
the story of the quilts and that there 
are people who care for them. Through 
bookstores such as Virginia Theological 
Seminary, Shrine Mont and the National 
Cathedral, St. Peter’s hopes it can 
contribute to a wider awareness of the 
crisis in South Africa. Any proceeds will 
directly support the quilt project and 
homebuilding efforts.
 Art squares are now being created 
for 100 quilts to be delivered to orphan 
homes in 2014. if you know of a group 
of children that would like to send 
messages of love through art squares or 
someone who would like to make a quilt, 

in 2009, St. Peter’s, arlington, began 
raising funds to help build a home 
for children orphaned by the aiDS 
epidemic in Masiphumelele, in the 
Western Cape Province of South 
Africa, through partnership with the 
St. Francis Outreach Trust (SFOT) in 
Simon’s Town. in 2011, a mission trip 
from St. Peter’s helped to finish the 
home and work in the township. 
 The group brought each of the 
children and their housemother a 
personal gift of a handmade “log cabin” 
quilt, incorporating messages of love 
from children at St. Peter’s. The beauty 
of the log cabin pattern is in the design 
of the quilt squares, each with a light 
and dark side. The light side symbolizes 
the daylight and brighter, happier days 
of life, the dark side represents the night 
or the darker, harder times; the center 
that ties together the light and dark is an 
art square depicting God’s love.
 SFoT encouraged St. Peter’s to 
think about ways to continue this 
ministry, and identified 24 more orphan 
homes with 150 children deserving of 
a love Quilt. The St. Peter’s love Quilt 
Project is committed to produce the 
quilts to meet this need. 
 St. Peter’s hosted a table at the 
last two diocesan Councils to generate 
support for the project. Ten Episcopal 
churches and schools in the Diocese 
participated last year, and several 
in Florida and elsewhere. Churches, 
schools, Scout troops, synagogues and 
other organizations are creating art 
squares. Quilters throughout Virginia 
and beyond have volunteered to sew 
the quilts. 
 on World aiDS awareness Day, 
December 6, 2012, in conjunction with 
the embassy of South africa, St. Peter’s 
hosted a “Messages of love Gala” at 
the Falls Church Episcopal to display the 
next 45 completed quilts, raising over 
$2,000 for the love Quilt Project. 
 in January, these quilts were 
delivered to children in South Africa, and 
retired Archbishop of Cape Town the 
Most Rev. Njongo Ndungane formally 
endorsed the love Quilt Project.

WrappeD With loVe

Bill MonTgoMEry

A St. Peter’s Love Quilt wraps a child with 
warmth and love.

please contact the love Quilt Project at 
stpeterslovequilts@comcast.net. 
 The project has touched the lives 
of the orphan children as well as the 
children and adults participating in 
America. The added symbolism is that 
it crosses the oceans, literally stitching 
together communities as one to serve 
the desperate needs of these children in 
South Africa. t
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and for our salvation” (Book of Common 
Prayer). This is almost precisely what 
this ministry provides: a liturgy-based 
corporate worship service.
 Fifty years equates to 2,600 
consecutive Sundays and more than 
200 other occasions, achieved thanks 
to the unswerving efforts of an always 
small but dedicated band of St. alban’s 
volunteer parishioners. The effort 
began with members of the then-
active chapter of the Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew, and was augmented 
over the years by a sprinkling of 

parishioners from 
other Episcopal 
churches in 
northern Virginia, 
particularly 
St. Barnabas’, 
Annandale. For 
25 of those 50 
years, the ministry 
provided two 
Sunday services, 
when Sleepy Hollow 
doubled its capacity. 

Bringing the peWS to the Congregation

DaViD BEll

at both of St. alban’s Sunday services 
on February 10, parishioners gathered 
to formally recognize the completion 
of 50 years of weekly Sunday Worship 
Ministry at neighboring Sleepy Hollow 
Manor Nursing Home, and to say to 
volunteer ministry participants past 
and present, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servants.”
 Each Sunday at 10 a.m., a 
predominantly wheelchair-bound 
contingent of some 30-40 Christian 
residents at Sleepy Hollow gathers 
together "in the presence of Almighty 
God our heavenly 
Father, to render 
thanks for the great 
benefits that we 
have received at his 
hands, to set forth 
his most worthy 
praise, to hear his 
holy Word, and to 
ask, for ourselves and 
on behalf of others 
those things that are 
necessary for our life 

 From their inception, the 
worship services have been non-
denominational, a necessity since 
Sleepy hollow’s “congregation” 
boasts a rich mix of denominations, 
both Protestant and Roman Catholic, 
but rarely an Episcopalian. Among 
the keys to the ministry’s longevity 
is that service leaders, who are 
licensed lay readers, have adapted 
their presentations to appeal to 
this broad cross-section, although 
they’re modeled on a mix of the 
Morning Prayer and Ministration to 
the Sick. For the past 20 years or so, 
the ministry’s congregants have been 
afforded the opportunity to receive 
Holy Communion on a monthly basis 
at Sunday services and on special 
occasions by a priest of St. alban’s.
 longevity, in and of itself, is rarely 
a gauge of value or success. instead 
consider the following facts and figures 
from the past 50 years: 
 Ministry volunteers have 
responded on some 10 occasions 
to residents’ requests for memorial 
services on behalf of fellow residents.
 Two residents have been received 
into the Episcopal Church. 
 At least three former ministry 
volunteers subsequently were ordained 
as priests in the Episcopal Church.
 For many Sleepy Hollow residents, 
merely attending anything at 10 a.m. is 
a challenge. Ministry participants are 
sometimes asked by other parishioners, 
“Why do you suppose they do it?” 
The answer is quite simple: They do 
so because, like all of us, they’ve 
been accustomed their whole lives to 
attending worship services on Sunday 
mornings. That has become even more 
essential to their spiritual well-being 
now that they’re physically confined.
 Ministry volunteers also are 
occasionally asked, “Why do we do 
this?” The answer, here, is even simpler: 
if we don’t do it, it won’t get done. 
The residents ask no more of us. They 
deserve no less. t

(Top) Parishioner and volunteer Grace Tollinger, one of the originators of the ministry 
at Sleepy Hollow Manor, joins the Rev. Jeff Shankles, priest-in-charge of St. Alban’s, 
Annandale, at one of the commissioning services for volunteers. 

Camille Stern, Cathy Knowles, Delores Baisden and David Bell (with Mary Voss in 
foreground) of St. Alban’s, Annandale, attend a special commissioning service in which 
they’re recognized for their volunteer ministry at Sleepy Hollow Manor Nursing Home. 
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a laBoratory oF leaDerShip at Shrine mont CampS

EMily cHErry

 it’s a sentiment that has held 
true for generations of counselors 
at the diocesan Shrine Mont Camps. 
in his January 2013 report to annual 
Council, the Rt. Rev. Ted Gulick – 
himself a product of Shrine Mont 
Camps – categorized the camp 
counselor experience as a laboratory 
for leadership. “At Shrine Mont 
Camps, we sow seeds of faith, and 
our experience over the last 50 years 
is of a harvest of a hundred fold,” said 
Gulick. he also admitted that his favorite 
“congregation” is the one that gathers 
at Shrine Mont every summer, and is run 
entirely by the young adult counselors 
and chaplains who are serving the 
campers on the mountain. 
 So what is it that sets a Shrine 
Mont counselor apart? Paris Ball, 
director of Shrine Mont Camps, looks 
for counselors who have “emotional 
maturity, the ability to handle a certain 
level of chaos and think of their feet.” 
 “i look for people who are kind 
and loving, and responsible,” said Ball. 
They must be comfortable in a faith 
environment, and open to the movement 
of God in their lives. But perhaps most 
importantly, said Ball, “it’s all about the 
kids. They have to love kids.” 
 Many former counselors have 
transferred that love for kids to “the real 
world,” too. Shrine Mont “connected 
me with a deep, deep passion for 
working with young people,” said Sarah 
Smith, a counselor at St. George’s Camp 
in the late 1980s. “i’ve now spent 20-plus 
years in education, with a primary focus 
on lower-income minorities and access 
to education.”  

 Some of the same principles used 
in camp counseling have been equally 
helpful in on-the-job experience for 
Smith, who draws parallels between 
the “mission-driven” focus of camp 
counselors and the staff of her 
organization, Rainier Scholars, a group 
that provides education resources for 
students of color. Shrine Mont “was an 
incredible training ground for anyone 
who was going to be in education or 
social work,” said Smith. 
 erica Westcott, who works in the 
education department of Carnegie 
hall, agrees. “everything i know 
about child development really came 
from Shrine Mont,” said Westcott, 

who served on the Music and Drama 
(MaD) staff from 2003-2009. “You 
are constantly thinking on your feet. 
You are constantly problem solving, 
coming up with a Plan B, redirecting.” 
 Ryan Hopkins was a counselor at St. 
George’s Camp in the 1990s and director 
at Sports Camp in 2009 and 2010, and 
now teaches history at a boys’ school 
in Baltimore, Md. “My time at Shrine 
Mont was incredibly valuable to me in 
that first job,” teaching at Christ Church 
School in the Tidewater area, said 
hopkins. “The only thing i knew was 
working at Shrine Mont. i drew on that 
very heavily.” 
 For the Rev. Gideon Pollach, his 
current ministry is an extension of his 
experience – and faith journey – at 
Shrine Mont Camps. “i’ve been doing 
youth ministry because of, i think, my 
encounter with God at that place,” 
said Pollach, who is now a chaplain 
at Episcopal High School. He was a 

St. George’s Camp staff with the Rev. Churchill Gibson, who served as chaplain to Shrine 
Mont Camps in the 1970s. 

In a May 29, 2012 article for The New York Times, father and writer Dan Fleshler 
discussed the difference between camp counselors and interns, and what that 
difference meant for his daughter. While her parents encouraged her to gain 
some “real world experience” in a summer internship, she insisted on returning 
as a counselor to a sleep-away camp in the Adirondacks. Her reasoning? “What I 
do there matters!” 
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Bishop’s Jubilee
July 5-7,2013

at Shrine Mont

counselor at St. George’s in 1996 and, more recently, served as 
camp chaplain from 2010-2012. “i cannot thank God enough for 
working with teenagers and late teenagers,” said Pollach. “all 
of that grows out of my experience at Shrine Mont Camps.” 

• • •
Faith, too, is something that grows out of Shrine Mont 
Camps – and that journey of faith is something that sets 
the Shrine Mont experience apart from others. “The stock 
saying is that people feel closer to God there,” said hopkins. 
“i think that’s really true.” he added, “People become more 
open to each other – and that’s kind of the way i see the 
Holy Spirit working.” 
 Former counselors are quick to point out that “doing 
church” on the mountain is different than anywhere else. 
“Most faithful people think that there’s only one way to 
worship,” explained Pollach. “What we experience when 
we go to Shrine Mont is that it’s really a broad spectrum of 
encounters with God throughout your life. But that’s true 
worship. That’s what encounters at Shrine Mont taught me by 
being able to live in that space where God is.” 
 “The faith that people have at Shrine Mont is not 
necessarily about the Book of Common Prayer and lighting 
incense,” said Westcott. “it’s about the love and the 
acceptance and all those sorts of things that Jesus taught. To 
me … if i had to identify a location of my faith, or where i feel 
most in tune with God, it would certainly be there.” 

• • •
at the end of the day, though, as Ball says, “it’s all about the 
kids.” Ask a few counselors what they think is so special about 
Shrine Mont, and you’ll find a common thread: a quality of 
acceptance, combined with a high level of goofiness, which 
contributes to that intangible quality that makes Shrine Mont 
Camps what they are. “Something that i don’t see a lot of 
other places is encouraging students or campers to really step 
outside their comfort zone and expand on who they think they 
can be,” explained Westcott. “if i put on a wacky hat to go to a 
dance, it takes the pressure off the kids. it’s a place where they 
don’t have to be cool.” 
 “i don’t think that there are many places in the world 
… where kids can feel just completely safe,” said Hopkins. 
“i don’t necessarily mean away from danger, but safe being 
exactly who they are,” he added. “For me, that’s one of 
the things that struck me about Shrine Mont. There was 
absolutely no judgment there.”

• • •
The counselor community is a tight-knit one. On the mountain, 
counselors learn to depend on and support one another. 
There’s a focus on “the pervasive idea that you’re in this 
intentional community together,” explained Smith. “You’re 
going to grow and learn. at the end of the day … there’s going 
to be a commitment to each other.” 
 off the mountain, too, that community continues, in 
ongoing friendships, in shared secrets, in marriages. “My 
marriage is a gift of the Shrine Mont Camp experience,” said 
Pollach. “Woodford [my first child], spent his first summer 
ever there. His daily practice of prayer is informed by the 
Shouting Prayer,” the traditional Shrine Mont Prayer of love 
and acceptance shouted from the mountaintops. “The deep 
sense of communion and community both with each other 
and within nature – you don’t get that elsewhere.” t

Learn more about the Shrine Mont Camp experience at 
shrinemontcamps.net. 

Join old friends and new for a weekend full of fun, 
including an alumni coffee house, a 5K run/walk, 
group worship at the Shrine, the Family Fun Fest, our 
annual Frisbee tournament, and musical stylings of 
diocesan favorite Hoss. On Saturday, don’t miss the 
main acts: performances by Drymill Road and the 
Naked Mountain Boys. 

Special weekend package rates will be available.  
Visit thediocese.net for more information this spring!

Campers and counselors gather outside cabins at Music & 
Drama Camp.
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regional CollBoration BringS Solar poWer to haiti

russ collins

on a mission led by St. James’, leesburg, a team from Region 
Xiii churches installed solar power early in February for the 
new St. Marc School in Trouin, Haiti. The former St. Marc 
School was damaged beyond use by the 2010 earthquake. 
Region Xiii has partnered with St. Marc in Trouin and haitian 
hope from Macon, Ga., to build a new school and support 
the students in primary, secondary and trade school classes. 
Starting from a barren site in August 2011, four mission 
teams have constructed a new school, culminating with the 
installation of solar power and dedication of the school by 

miSSion trip ShoCk

niCole hutt

i had some expectations about my first 
trip to haiti. i knew that the people 
had very little, and that after the 
earthquake they had even less. i knew 
that the people of Haiti had been the 
victims of corrupt governments and 
that there were serious problems with 
the country’s infrastructure. i knew that 
i wanted to meet with the teachers in 
both the trade school and at St. Marc’s 
École Classique (academic school) and 
that i wanted to help them improve 
some of their teaching techniques. i 
knew a lot.
 My expectations ended up being 
spot on. While much improved from 
even the last mission trip (according 
to returning missioners), there were 
piles of trash, poorly clothed children 
and generally a lot of people in small 
places in Port-au-Prince. as we headed 
out of the city to the small mountain 
village of Trouin, we saw farmers 
herding their livestock, women carrying 
heavy buckets of water to far away 
destinations, and colorful trucks called 
“tap-taps” full of tired people returning 
home from a long day. We also saw 
beautiful landscapes of mountains as 
far as we could see, and every once in a 
while glimpsed the glistening Caribbean 
waters – just as i had expected.
 on our first full day in Trouin, i was 
seeing many of the same rural sites as 
we had seen on our drive the evening 
before. i took a walk to explore a little: 
to find the “water house” where people 

had access to clean water; the École 
Classique, a grade school sponsored 
by our fellow missioners in Georgia, 
Haitian Hope; the trade school which 
Region Xiii sponsors; and St. Marc 
Episcopal Church, which was rebuilt 
as a temporary structure after the 
earthquake. it wasn’t until i set foot in 
the school that i was shocked.
 i was shocked by the welcome 
that i received from classroom after 
classroom of young people. Young 
people who had next to nothing other 
than their school uniforms. But wait, 
they did have a lot of something: a lot 
of smiles, a lot of genuine happiness, 
a lot of gratitude, a lot of faith, a lot 
of genuine love for God. These kids 
enthusiastically jumped up and joined 
me in silly singing and dancing and 
acted as if they didn’t have a care in the 
world. From 20 years old down to three 

years old, their smiles and hugs melted 
my heart over and over again. 
 it wasn’t only the young people who 
possessed this unending positivity. The 
women in the church choir who invited 
me to sing with them, the men who 
jumped in with their drums and horns 
and accompanied the children’s choir 
(who sang “This little light of Mine” in 
English), the teachers who were happy 
to have their classrooms invaded by the 
crazy singing American, the vendors 
on the street, even the workers – they 
all had the unending supply of smiles, 
handshakes and kind words. 
 This is what shocked me on my first 
mission trip: the love that i felt from 
the Haitian people for me, for my fellow 
missioners and for God was a kind of 
love that i have never felt in my life. 
 i can’t wait to go back. t

Bishop Duracin of Haiti on February 3.
 The trade school was established by the priest-in-charge, 
Pere Michaud, in March 2011, and with support from Region 
Xiii, the school currently teaches cooking, sewing, embroidery, 
decorative arts, music and computers. While much remains 
to be done to improve these classes, we are clearly making a 
difference. During a February visit, the principal of the local 
public school remarked, “Your work here has given new life 
and hope to the entire community of Trouin.” 

Photo: David Tabor 

Nicole Hutt of Leeds Church, Markham, joins secondary school students at St. Marc. 
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SCeneS From the

The Diocese

1  Following a public forum and open 
discussion on interfaith relationships, women’s 
empowerment and world peace, the Most Rev. 
Katharine Jefferts Schori participated in a book 
signing and posed for a pictures with members 
of the diocesan Episcopal Church Women 
board: Cindy Helton, United Thank Offering 
chair; Dale Brittle, historian; and Bryn Roth, 
prayer retreat coordinator. 

2  Little Fork Church, Rixeyville, hosted 
a Celebration of Emancipation and 
Recommitment to Reconciliation on Saturday, 
February 23. The ecumenical, interracial 
service featured Baptist Pastor Sylvester 
“Tee” Turner, director of Reconciliation 
Programs with Initiatives of Change, based 
in Richmond.  Pictured are (left to right) the 
Rev. Erick Kalenga of His Village Church, who 
offered the benediction; the Rev. Kate Costa, 
pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church; Mohsen 
Solhdoost; and Dick Ruffin. 
Photo: Randy Ruffin

3  Bishop Gulick (left) and Bishop Johnston 
join the procession through downtown 
Fredericksburg during the commemoration of 
the Emancipation Proclamation.
Photo: Sam Pinczuk

4  Members of St. Paul’s, Hanover, dig in 
for a pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday. 
“Although we’re a small church, we are so full 
of love and commitment, and love our times 
of fellowship,” said Sandra Heins of St. Paul’s. 

5 + 6  The Rev. Deacon Christine Garcia (top 
left) and the Rev. David Keill (bottom right) of 
Christ Ascension, Richmond, join the Rt. Rev. 
Susan Goff in delivering socks to the residents 
of Tiffanie’s Manor, an assisted-living facility 
in Richmond. Garcia led the diocesan-wide 
sock drive. 
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DioCeSan CalenDar
For a list of church events, visit thediocese.net/events.

April 5-7

Parish Youth Ministries Senior High Weekend at Shrine Mont.

May 6-8

Bishop’s Spring Conference at Shrine Mont.

May 27

Diocesan offices closed for Memorial Day

on the horizon:
young aDult miniStry CalenDar
Summer 2013: Camp Alfresco. Summer Camp for Ages 21-31.

Late Fall 2013: Vocation Vacation Retreat. Exploring Vocation for 

Ages 19+.

December 2013: Young Adult Mission. Trip to Haiti for Ages 19-25.

June 2014: You’re all Grown Up … Now What? Practical Lessons for 

Ages 19+.

Contact Paris Ball at pball@thediocese.net for more information on 

young adult events.

May	6-8,	2013
Shrine	Mont	Conference	and	Retreat	Center

Learn	more	and	find	registration	material	
at	thediocese.net/bishopsconference.

BiShop’S Spring ConFerenCe
for clergy, lay professionals and spouses

   Unlocking 
        with michael harvey

the Growth

Steeped in the tradition of the Episcopal Church, Goodwin House Alexandria
and Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have a proven history of providing

exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the Northern Virginia.

Celebrating a Tradition of Excellence, 
Creativity and Individuality

Both Communities have:
n Spectacular art and education programs 
n Opportunities for community engagement and volunteering
n On staff Chaplains with various services throughout the week
n Formal, casual & outdoor dining venues
n Wellness Centers and health clubs with indoor pools
n Our lifecare program as well as Long-term Care Insurance 

and refundable entrance fee options

Goodwin House 
Alexandria

4800 Fillmore Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22311

703-578-1000

Goodwin House 
Bailey’s Crossroads
3440 S. Jefferson St.

Falls Church, VA 22041
703-820-1488

www.goodwinhouse.org

Call or come see us today.

GH_DoV Ad_Nov12_Layout 1  11/13/12  12:39 PM  Page 1
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Clergy tranSitionS

Come to Roslyn. 
We offer gracious service in a relaxed, peaceful 
environment conductive to prayer. Roslyn offers over 
7,900 square feet of quiet, peaceful meeting space 
overlooking the James River valley. We have spacious 
overnight lodging available with private baths and 
daily housekeeping services. Our dining facility has 
full time chefs and can accommodate up to 150 guests. 
Our scenic grounds along side the historic Kanawha 
Canal provide a calming place for friends to gather. 
If you need a relaxed, more productive atmosphere 
to conduct your next meeting or retreat, call our 
conference coordinator at 800.477.6296, or log on to our 
website at www.roslyncenter.org.

Searching for the 
right place to retreat?

A Retreat Center of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia
8727 River Road •Richmond, Va  23229
www.roslyncenter.org

On February 23, 2013, Bishop Shannon Johnston ordained the 

following to the vocational diaconate:

The Rev. Deacon Emmetri Beane, who will serve as deacon at 

Trinity, Manassas.

The Rev. Deacon Carey Chirico, who will serve as deacon at  

St. George’s, Fredericksburg.

The Rev. Deacon Holly Hanback, who will serve as deacon at  

St. James’, Leesburg.

The Rev. Deacon Harrison Higgins, who will serve as deacon at 

Church of the Epiphany, Richmond.

The Rev. Deacon Ed Jones, who will serve as deacon at St. 

Mary’s, Colonial Beach.

The Rev. Deacon Kathryn Thomas, who will serve as deacon at 

Piedmont Parish, Madison.

The Rev. Deacon Dan Wilmoth, who will serve as deacon at 

Goodwin House, Bailey’s Crossroads.

The Rev. Gary Barker has accepted the call of rector of Kingston 
Parish. He will begin his ministry there on March 15. He was 
previously rector of Christ Church in Smithfield, Va.

The Rev. Joseph “Jody” Burnett, associate rector at Church of the 
Holy Comforter, Vienna, resigned in February to accept a position on 
the staff of St. Andrew’s Cathedral in Jackson, Miss.

The Rev. Rod Caulkins is serving as interim rector at St. James’, 
Louisa. He began his ministry there on January 13.

The Rev. Geoff Coupland has resigned as rector of Church of the Holy 
Comforter, Richmond. His last Sunday is April 7.

The Rev. Alexander “Sandy” Graham has been called as associate 
rector of St. Andrew’s, Burke. He was previously an interim priest on 
the staff of the Washington National Cathedral.

The Rev. Deacon Ed Jones has accepted the position of secretary and 
chief of staff of the Diocese of Virginia. He began this ministry on 
March 25.

The Rev. Ben Maas has accepted the call of St. James’, Warrenton to 
be their next rector. He began his ministry there on February 3. He 
was previously rector of St. Andrew’s Church in Louisville, Ky.

The Rev. Jim May, rector of St. Paul’s, Owens, has accepted a call 
to Christ Church in Monticello, Fla. He has been rector of St. Paul’s 
since 2004. His last Sunday was Easter Sunday.

The Rev. George Muir, interim rector of All Saints’ Church, Richmond, 
resigned his position in January to accept a part time interim 
position in Georgia.

The Rev. Lauren R. Stanley has accepted a call to serve as priest-in-
charge of the Rosebud Mission West on the Rosebud Reservation in 
South Dakota. She began her ministry there on February 17.

The Rev. Lynne Washington has resigned as vicar of St. Peter’s, 
Richmond as of February 3. 

THE FOLLOWING RECTORS HAVE ANNOuNCED THEIR RETIREMENTS:
The Rev. Rachelle Birnbaum from All Saints’, Sharon Chapel, 
Alexandria on September 1, 2013. She has been rector of All Saints’ 
since 1998.

The Rev. Jim Dannals from St. George’s, Fredericksburg, on July 31, 
2013. He has served as rector of St. George’s since 2004.

The Rev. Sue Eaves from St. Thomas’, Richmond, on April 14, 2013. 
She has served as rector of St. Thomas since 2001.

The Rev. David Harper from Olivet Church, Franconia in Alexandria, 
on May 31, 2013. He has served as rector of Olivet since 2002.

The Rev. Catherine “Kaki” Swann from Cople Parish, on June 12, 
2013. She has served as rector of Cople Parish since 2005.

in memoriam
The Rev. Paul John Achtemeier, Th.D., husband of the Rev. Dr. 
Sandra-Levy-Achtemeier who serves as priest associate at St. 
John’s, Richmond, died Monday, January 18. Dr. Achtemeier was 
professor emeritus of biblical interpretation at union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia and was an internationally recognized 
scholar. He was an active member of St. John’s Church, 
Richmond. Dr. Achtemeier is also survived by two children and 
five grandchildren.
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Traducido por el Rev. Thomas G. Mansella

Cuando lea estas palabras, juntos 
como la iglesia habremos entrado en la 
Pascua. no hemos “pasado” la Pascua 
como se podría pensar literalmente, 
sino que hemos entrado en la Pascua. 
la Pascua no es sólo un solo día – ese 
domingo supremo – sino que es toda 
una temporada de 50 días consecutivos.
 Y por lo tanto no estoy atrasado 
en desearles una muy bendita y feliz 
Pascua a todos y cada uno de ustedes. 
Confío que ustedes podrán conocer 
la alegría, el poder y la paz en el Señor 
de la vida que ha resucitado. Jesús ha 
conquistado cualquier poder que la 
muerte hubiera podido tener sobre 
nosotros y nos ha preparado un lugar 
para que podamos ir a vivir juntos con 
él para siempre.
 Sepan esto: la vida eterna no es 
algo que será para nosotros “algún 
día.” Tampoco comienza con nuestra 
muerte física. Su vida eterna ya ha 
comenzado: ¡ahora! Como cristianos 
que viven fieles a Cristo Jesús, de hecho 
ya hemos comenzado esta nueva vida. 
Es nuestro gozo y privilegio poder 
llegar a conocer más de esta nueva y 
eterna vida mientras continuamos en 
esta vida mortal. Entonces, al pasar por 
la muerte, la vida será transformada y 
perfeccionada para nosotros. Descubrir 
y vivir en la vida eterna es una jornada 
donde nos profundizamos cada vez más 
hasta llegar a su pleno cumplimiento 
en la presencia de Dios. una jornada... 
realizada durante los siguientes siete 
domingos (“una semana de domingos,” 
o sea siete domingos que simbolizan el 
cumplimiento teológico). esto refleja el 
viaje de nuestra vida mortal en la vida 
eterna aquí y ahora.
 la suprema importancia del 
mensaje pascual se demuestra en 
que esta es la temporada más larga 
del año eclesiástico. Por ejemplo, 
la Cuaresma, la temporada de 
penitencia y mortificación es de 40 
días, pero la Pascua, la “Reina de las 
estaciones” es de 50 días. Estos diez 
días adicionales son otro símbolo 
de perfección teológica. Cuarenta y 
cincuenta: ¡la Pascua ganó! Penitencia 

loS granDeS CinCuenta DiaS paSCualeS

THE rT. rEV. sHannon s. JoHnsTon

y perdón: ¡gana la gracia! Mortalidad o 
inmortalidad: ¡victoria de la vida eterna!
 Tengan esto en cuenta: lo que 
es a menudo se llama “temporada 
de Pentecostés” – esa larga sucesión 
de “domingos verdes” en verano 
y otoño – es realmente un nombre 
incorrecto. No es una temporada de la 
iglesia de la misma manera que lo son 
el Adviento, la Navidad, Cuaresma o 
la Pascua. los domingos después de 
Pentecostés no son una temporada. 
Son simplemente el tiempo después del 
día de Pentecostés, que es el último día 
de la temporada pascual.
 Por lo tanto, ninguna época del 
año supera los “grandes cincuenta días 
de la Pascua.” Permítanme animarlos 
a tener un momento de celebración 
especial a lo largo de estos 50 días para 
recordar este hecho y dar a testimonio 
de él a los demás. Por ejemplo, pueden 
encender velas con distintos perfumes 
en cada uno de los cuartos de su casa. 
Estos perfumes pueden asociarlos 
explícitamente con el nombre de 
“Resurrección”, “vida eterna” o aún, 
simplemente, “alegría”. Para aquellos 
de ustedes que están pensando ahora 
que he perdido la mente, recuerden 
que la ciencia indica que el sentido del 
olfato es el más poderoso de todos 
nuestros diferentes sentidos pues 
crea impresiones muy potentes y es el 

Foto: Emily Cherry

Obisop Johnston en La Iglesia de San 
George, Fredericksburg.

mejor sentido para hacernos acordar 
de algo.
 Asimismo, pongan énfasis al decir 
los “aleluyas” (esa palabra prohibida en 
Cuaresma) a lo largo de estos cincuenta 
días. O, si es su práctica el arrodillarse 
durante la liturgia – especialmente 
para recibir la comunión – entonces 
durante la temporada pascual 
permanezcan de pie significando así 
la victoria de Cristo sobre la muerte. 
Siempre me sonrío al recordar que, tal 
como se declaró desde el Concilio de 
Nicea, estaba prohibido arrodillarse 
durante la temporada pascual. ¡Qué 
tiempos aquellos!
 Por supuesto, estas son sólo 
sugerencias que pretenden ser 
ejemplos – únicos para estos grandes 
cincuenta días – del mensaje triunfal 
de la Pascua. espero que estas 
prácticas, u otras que ustedes podrían 
adoptar, les mantengan conectados 
a la proclamación de la Resurrección 
del día de Pascua y así profundizar la 
conciencia de esta nueva vida dada que 
se nos es dada en Cristo.
 Ruego que cada uno de ustedes 
llegue a conocer nuevamente esta 
alegría durante esta santa temporada 
y que esta parte del Cuerpo resucitado 
de Cristo que es la diócesis de virginia 
pueda compartir más, recibir más y 
profundizarse más en la vida eterna.

¡ALELUYA! ¡ALELUYA! CRISTO  
HA RESUCITADO.
ES VERDAD. ¡EL SEÑOR HA 
RESUCITADO: ALELUYA!
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readers’ page
A regular feature in the magazine 

where Virginia Episcopalians can 

share their voices. For this issue, 

we asked our contributors to 

respond to one question: 

Elaine Horsfield, St. Timothy’s, Herndon
During the week I am bombarded with advertisements for all kinds 
of things I don’t have but I am told I need. I hear about cruises, $395 
shoes, SuVs and trips to Europe. I am told that I need to water my lawn 
with a sprinkler system or have the latest iPhone or have my chin done. 
I … have had a number of tribulations in my life and at times I start to 
question the world and what it all means. I get caught up in the “woe is 
me, me, me.” Then each Sunday I come to St. Timothy’s, sit in my pew 
and look around the sanctuary. I am reminded that I am so rich. Not with 
trips or things but the caring of my fellow parishioners who ask how I 
am, offer to help with a project I have, give me a smile and a hug. I hear 
of all the hours that they have spent helping others in our community 
and I am inspired to go and do more. I have food to eat, a roof over my 
head and people who love me. So for selfish reasons I know being at St. 
Timothy’s reminds me weekly of what is truly important in the world. 

Helen Spence, St. Christopher’s, Springfield
When we first came to Virginia, we started “church shopping” near 
where our apartment was. The first church was nice, but didn’t have a 
pre-school (I had small sons), so we kept looking. The second church 
was nice, had a pre-school, but no one came and spoke to us at coffee 
hour … for three weeks in a row. So we kept looking. By this time, we 
knew we’d be living somewhere in Fairfax County, so we started at St. 
Christopher’s in Springfield, since it’s just off the interstate. It had a 
pre-school, had someone at the door to tell us where we needed to 
sit, and where the nursery was, someone who volunteered to sit with 
us, and that person then introduced us to the choir director during the 
coffee hour. We were welcomed, we felt as if we belonged – and we 
were home.

Sue and Wayne Daniels, Trinity, Arlington
We were a bit late arriving our first Sunday at Trinity. As we approached 
we heard joyous music emanating from the organ accompanied by 
African drums. Our hearts soared. Entering the sanctuary we were 
aware of the diversity of the congregation – young, old, light skin, 
dark skin, people with spouses, people with partners, singles and all 
seemingly glad to be there! There was an aliveness throughout the 
service that matched our initial impression coming up the walkway. A 
sense of celebration of God’s love and of God’s work in the world was, 
and is, a continuing theme at Trinity.  

Mike McGath, Trinity, Arlington
The story of how my partner and I found our church home is a story that 
was orchestrated by the Holy Spirit. 
 upon our arrival in Arlington … we were excited for a new 
beginning in a new community and were eager to seek out and perhaps 
find a church home here. The first Saturday we were here, we ventured 
down Columbia Pike, as we had selected our apartment online without 
knowing much about the neighborhood we now found ourselves in. We 
sat down to eat at an apparently well-known local diner. As we ate, we 
looked out across the street from our window seat and saw a quaint 
little Episcopal Church with a rather welcoming banner hanging from 
the fence in front of it. This sign was welcoming all to journey with God 
and advertised “a different Episcopal experience.” We knew then that 
we had to give this church a try. 

When DiD you knoW that you haD FounD  
a ChurCh home? 

 We attended services the very next day and were skeptical 
because of our past experiences with God’s children on Earth trying 
to take judgment as their own. What we found was a warm welcome, 
inclusiveness and acceptance. What we found was “our church home.” 
We had found Trinity Episcopal Church in Arlington. 

Paola Trevino, Trinity, Arlington
Everything started when I came to live in front of Trinity. For some 
reason I kept looking at the church from my window often thinking, or 
telling myself, that “I should attend next Sunday.” It had been a while 
since I have started my quest for a church. At that point I had visited a 
number of churches throughout the area without returning to any of 
them. I was disappointed and began feeling hopeless. 
 A couple of years passed by before I finally decided to go to Trinity. 
I never regretted this moment; it was a totally different experience. As 
soon as I arrived I felt welcomed and embrace like if I have been a long 
time member. I did not feel uncomfortable and that was enough to make 
me return every Sunday. It was not only an encounter with God but also 
a recovery of the sense of direction and guidance in my life.

Annie Hall, St. George’s, Arlington
This poem only tangentially about knowing you have found your church 
community. I sent it as a thank-you to St. George’s urban Abbey, 
prompted by the recognition that I felt completely welcomed by both 
the church and the Abbey, into communities committed to supporting 
one another in truth sharing, as referenced in the poem. 

Both, And

We are, all of us, horrible, you know.

Deep down in the nitty-gritty trenches,

we will make that selfish choice

sometimes.

 

We are wired for bloody.

We think this is surviving.

 

We are also more, drawn up, inchoate.

Blooming from ever deepening reaches,

we do become happier

usually.

 

We are made for growing.

We think this is becoming.

 

We, parched and bloody, selfless and 

vibrant,

hide from each with the aid of the other.

Evading our many fears

repeatedly,

 

we are either, then or.

We think this is managing.

 

You and I, he and she, the lot of us,

we do not recall or were never told

we are loved in any case,

timeless.

 

We are whole even now.

We think this merely dreaming.

 

Yet here we are, absolutely ourselves.

And when we, with ease or effort, share 

truth,

we see that our hearts align

occasionally.

 

Singular, together,

we realize our both and.
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Richmond, Virginia 23220-5095
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The Quarterly Magazine of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Our Diocesan 
Episcopal Schools

Stuart Hall

St. Catherine’s

Christchurch

St. Margaret’s

Christchurch School – Middlesex Co. / www.christchurchschool.org / (804) 758-2306

St. Catherine’s School – Richmond / www.st.catherines.org / (804) 288-2804

St. Christopher’s School – Richmond / www.stchristophers.com / (804) 282-3185

St. Margaret’s School – Tappahannock / www.sms.org / (804) 443-3357

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School – Alexandria / www.sssas.org / (703) 751-2700

Stuart Hall School – Staunton / www.stuart-hall.org / (540) 885-0356

The Episcopal Church, the Church of England and the 
worldwide Anglican Communion have been in the 
business of education for centuries. Episcopal schools 
offer a ministry of education and human formation for 
people of all faith traditions. With a focus on character, 
integrity, service to others and engagement with the 
deep mysteries, Episcopal Schools demonstrate and 
proclaim the unique worth and beauty of all human 
beings as children of a loving God. Please visit and learn 
about your diocesan schools, and help us find those 
whom we might serve. 

     David Charlton, President of Church Schools

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes

St. Christopher’s
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