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Who We areletter to the eDitor

As a Palestinian-American whose roots go back to the early 
Greek Orthodox Church of Jerusalem, and who now is an 
Episcopalian, I want to share my outrage at the continuous 
murder of civilians in Gaza. Our Church has always stood for 
peace and conciliation. 
 I visited relatives in Gaza a few years ago and witnessed 
first-hand the dire conditions under which they live. The 
Tarazi family is Christian. They have lived around their Muslim 
neighbors in peace for generations. Their suffering is due 
to the deprivation and fear caused by the apartheid policy 
of Israel, which does not discriminate between innocent 
civilians and those who are resistant fighters. I worry about 
the Tarazis, and am frustrated that I cannot do much to help 
them. The Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem includes Gaza. I 
wonder if our Diocese has reached out to support them?
I need not describe the horror of life in Gaza. You can see 
the destruction on your screens. I urge you to compel our 
government to act to secure a cease-fire immediately at any 
cost. Precious lives are perishing every day and there seems to 
be no end to this.
 The Christians in the Holy Land have preserved a heritage 
that has endured many wars and different occupations. 
They are now leaving their country because of the hardships 
caused by the occupation. It worries me that there will soon 
be few Christians to guard the holy places that have inspired 
worshippers and pilgrims since the time of Christ. We must do 
something to support them.
 Please pray for peace in the Holy Land, and urge our 
government to be more even-handed at brokering a peaceful 
solution for the Palestinian\Israeli conflict.

NINA CuLLers
emmanuel, Harrisonburg
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Belonging

ThE RT. REV. shannon s. JohnsTon

The Gospels agree that Jesus called His disciples together 
shortly after His baptism, just as He was beginning His public 
ministry. Have you ever thought about why He would call 
disciples to follow Him? Jesus certainly could have conducted 
His ministry by Himself. But He didn’t; that was not His will. 
No, Jesus called a group of ordinary people to be part of 
His itinerant life and ministry (and, by the way, those whom 
He called held different political and religious beliefs, even 
radically different from each other). Why would Jesus choose 
to form such a group?
 I’m convinced that Jesus did this from the start in order 
to show that His Gospel was to be grounded in community 
– not the kind of community based on conformity or like-
mindedness, but community that supports one another in 
relationship with God, serving each other and serving the needs 
of the world around them. Faith in God was not to be so much 
about individual piety but rather was proved by the qualities of 
mutuality. Personal piety and righteousness are most certainly 
important but, as the Gospels show, these qualities are not 
ends in themselves. Our piety must be directed outwardly for 
the sake of others in order to be truly Godly. It is from Jesus 
Himself that we can deduce that the Christian faith, while 
always personal, is never merely “individual” and is certainly 
not a private matter. From its very origins, the Christian faith is 
communal because people are communal.
 Jesus commissioned the disciples (those who follow) to 
be apostles (those who are sent). He sent them out to spread 
the Gospel and build up the Church, establishing communities 
in which people encouraged and helped each other to live 
in the Gospel. The charge was clear: Their ministry was to 
be communally organized. And so, Christian congregations, 
first as “house-churches,” began to dot the landscape. Those 
early Christians found that they were stronger together 
than they were on their own. They found that ministries that 
were organized from the larger community were much more 
effective than anything a single person could accomplish. And 
so, congregations came to be.
 soon, before 100 A.D., congregations found that what 
was true about people needing to belong to a community 
was no less true for the congregations themselves. Their 
very existence was vulnerable to political threats and social 
changes. It was inevitable that, being separated from other 
congregations, each community’s teachings and customs 
began to vary significantly from those of others, and so the 
essential unity of the faith was very much imperiled. Each 
congregation needed the support and protection offered by all 
of the others in the region, and from that organizing principle 
they could all gain a common tradition and order. Of course, 
with congregations so joined in common ministries, the Church 
could carry out mission on a scale that single congregations 

alone could not accomplish. And so, 
dioceses came to be.
 The ministry of bishops evolved 
to lead them and to serve as the 
symbol of their unity as communities 
together. This way of living the faith 
together was found to provide the 
strongest way of life as the Christian 
Church because the communities 
together thrived with much greater 
numbers in relative proximity. It was, 

as the saying goes, “all for one, and one for all.” Organization 
by diocese was so successful for the stability and vitality of the 
faith that in the year 325, the Council of Nicea decreed that the 
diocese (rather than the congregation) is the basic, essential 
unit of the Christian Church. so, the faith was diocesan 
because congregations need each other.
 Now, here we are as the Diocese of Virginia. There is 
no doubt that over the past 407 years, the very same story 
that unfolded in the ancient Church played out in this very 
land. From the beginning, in 1607, the colonists formed 
congregations in order to have a stronger ministry and to 
provide for their common life. When the American revolution 
dissolved the formal ties between our colonial churches and 
the Church of England, the congregations that survived those 
hard times soon formed a diocese of their own (in 1785), a 
witness to that ancient principle that congregations need 
each other. The Diocese of Virginia then became one of the 
nine founding dioceses of the episcopal Church in 1789, again 
proving the point – this time on a national scale – that the 
Church is stronger when it is grounded in a life and witness 
that extends beyond the local context.
 Over the centuries that have followed, our story has been 
more and more a witness to that “all for one, and one for all” 
commitment to each other. From 1785 until about 1814, we 
had a timid and therefore weak beginning as a diocese, but 
since then we have grown into one of the largest Episcopal 
dioceses in the united states, guided by a tradition of strong 
lay leadership and a fortunate series of visionary bishops who 
were especially zealous for church growth.
 In these pages, you will read about the life and ministry 
of our diocese today. You will encounter committed Christians 
and vibrant congregations shaping who we are in 182 
communities of faith. A diocese is stronger than the sum of 
its parts, and so all of us have a stronger Christian witness and 
ministry through being part of a diocesan Church. Together, 
we celebrate this grace. t

Bishop Johnston
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goal to enhance the 
diocesan camp program 
at shrine Mont for years to come 
through facility renovation, an endowment for building 
maintenance and the creation of a scholarship fund. 
 Now, we invite you and your congregation to get 
involved and support these life-changing camps through 
the shout It from the Mountain campaign. read on 
for some ideas on how you can contribute, and visit 
shoutItfromtheMountain.org for more info. 

Q: How can my parisH participate?
a:  We want to offer congregations a range of ways to 

participate in the campaign so that each one can select the 
option that suits its situation. During this phase, determine 
which of the following options you’ll select for your parish. 
remember that some of these can be combined: 
•  Designate a portion of your parish’s capital campaign to 

the shout It from the Mountain campaign;
•  Hold a mini-campaign specifically for the campaign;
•  Hold a special event fundraiser;
•  Designate shrine Mont sunday to receive your church’s 

special offerings; 
•  Make a gift from the budget, or endowment, which can 

be over three years. 

Q: wHat about fundraising opportunities? 
a:  Our online toolkit at shoutItfromtheMountain.org is full 

of fundraiser ideas and sample timelines for putting a plan 
into action. Consider hosting an in-church camp-out, a 
spaghetti dinner or a walk-a-thon to benefit the campaign 
for shrine Mont Camps. 

getting inVolVeD: at the parish leVel

Q: How do i make a gift? 
a:  Thank you! There are three ways to give: 
 • Make a gift online at shoutItfromtheMountain.org.
 •  Make a gift by check, made out to shrine Mont; put “shout 

It From the Mountain” in the memo line, and mail to:  
shrine mont 
217 shrine mont circle, po box 10  
orkney springs, Va 22845 

 •  Make a gift of stock: Contact Kirk Gibson at 540-856-2141 
or cgibson@shentel.net.

Q: do i HaVe to pay it all at once? 
a:  The shout It from the Mountain campaign is designated 

to have a three-year giving period. While you can certainly 
pay all at once, you may divide your pledge up into yearly, 
monthly or weekly payments over the coming three 
years. Or, if you would like to make a larger contribution 
than your three-year budget would allow, you can 
certainly give over five years. Just be sure to note that on 
your pledge form. 

summer’s oVer, But We still

There were dozens of campfires, hundreds of meals and  
too many jumps in the pool to count. There were nightly 
feeling-checks, daily worship and near-constant song and 
celebration. In short, there was shrine Mont Camps. 
 This year, as over 700 campers – and their parents – 
traveled to the mountain for another season of summer 
camps at shrine Mont, they learned about the shout It from 
the Mountain capital campaign. At the Bishop’s Jubilee in 
July, the rt. rev. shannon Johnston announced the launch 
of the public phase of the campaign – and as this issue goes 
to press, we’ve reached over $1.3 million of our $2 million 
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At age 4,  
I made my first trip 

to the mountain for a parish 
retreat. Nearly 12 years later, Shrine 

Mont has become a second home to me. 
Roast beef and rolls, hiking to Seven Springs, the 

“Shouting Prayer” atop North Mountain – these are 
some of my favorite things. My Shrine Mont adventures 

at Explorers Camp fostered my passion for the outdoors. 
While hiking up North Mountain with fellow campers, I 

felt especially close to God, and learned the importance of 
being a steward of His creation. I discovered a new passion: 

backpacking. With Psalm 121 echoing in my ears this past 
summer, I led an 88-mile trek at Philmont Scout Ranch 

in New Mexico, through the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. 
My Shrine Mont experience gave me the courage and 

confidence to take on this challenge. 

Shrine Mont is the highlight of my summer. I come away 
each year with new experiences, new friends and a deeper 

faith. I love the vibrancy of worship in the Shrine and 
the natural beauty of the Shenandoah. I have attended 

Explorers, St. Sebastian’s, St. George’s and Explorers the 
Great camps. Shrine Mont offers a place for everyone. I 

experienced this in action while volunteering as a counselor 
at St. Elizabeth’s camp this summer. I believe that every 

youth in the Diocese should have the opportunity to 
experience the unconditional love of that mountain. Camp 

scholarships made my career as a camper possible. I will be 
forever grateful. I have made lasting friendships and many 

memories. I know that in addition to my church home at 
Sharon Chapel, I will always have another place where I can 

know God best. Shrine Mont is truly a place apart. 

From our Campers
sarah himes, all saints’

sharon Chapel, alexandria
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Also in 1785:
John James Audubon is born.
Congress relocates to New York City.
Congress adopts the dollar as the U.S. currency.
John Adams is the first U. S. ambassador to England.

Benjamin Franklin announces his invention of bifocals.

1760	1761	 1762	1763
1764	1765	1766	1767
1768	1769	1770	1771
1772	1773	1774	1775
1776	1777	1778	1779
1780	1781	 1782	1783
1784	1785	1786	1787
1788	1789	1790	1791
1792	1793	1794	1795
1796	1797	1798	1799

425
priests

1785
The Diocese
is founded.

 That’s why we’re using the next few issues of the Virginia 
Episcopalian magazine to break things down a bit for you. We 
want to show you not only what a diocese is, but what your 
role in our Diocese is, as well as what it means to be part of a 
greater church community.
 In some areas in the united states, you’ll find 
denominational headquarters shying away from the use 
of the word “diocese,” with the reasoning that the word 
sounds too insider-y, or churchified. Here in Virginia, we’ve 
decided to take a different approach – after all, you didn’t 
think that folks whose urL is “THediocese.net,” or whose 
phone number is 800-DIOCese, would let the term go 
without a fight, do you? so instead of changing our name, 
we’re going to try our darndest to make this concept of a 
diocese accessible to you. 

so, let’s start With the BasiCs! 

 According to the all-knowing Wikipedia, a diocese “is 
the district under the supervision of a bishop.” The Episcopal 
Dictionary of the Church delves in a bit deeper, noting the 
word’s secular usage before it was translated into church 
parlance: “It was originally used in the roman empire for an 
administrative subdivision … As the church expanded out 
from the cities, it adopted the use of the word ‘diocese.’” 
 All that historical background is well and good, but 
what does a diocese mean for us today? In short, it means 
that we’re greater than the sum of our parts. It’s about what 
we can do together, as a group, that we can’t do apart, as 
182 individual churches. Over the next year, we hope to 
demonstrate that potential to you, in pictures and stories in 
the Virginia Episcopalian. We are the Diocese. For Christ. For 
this time. For all time. 

Our Diocesan 
Identity & 
Community

182
Churches

it’s a funny word, “diocese.” it sounds vaguely ancient, slightly latin and 

distinctly religious. For some, it’s a loaded term that might bring to mind stuffy 

church offices packed with priests and incense. For others, it’s a completely 

foreign word, and the source of a fair amount of confusion. and that doesn’t 

even cover the problems that come with pronunciation and spelling: Just how 

does one say the plural “dioceses,” anyway? 
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80,000
Communicants

Cathedral
the Cathedral shrine of the 

transfiguration, orkney springs

BeCause We’re a Big umBrella

 In his 2013 pastoral address to the Annual Council, Bishop 
Johnston put it this way: “engaging questions and differences 
actually makes us stronger and more confident in our own 
faith and corrects us when need be.” In other words, there’s 
room for growth in disagreement. The Anglican Communion 
and, by extension, the Episcopal Church, has a reputation 
for being a “big umbrella” community. That means there’s 
room for differing opinions and viewpoints under the same 
church roof. And we don’t just accept those differences – we 
embrace them. so when we come together as a diocese, 
Virginia episcopalians can represent a wide spectrum of 
viewpoints on a particular issue. We can listen, discuss and 
grow. As a diocese.

BeCause oF our ColleCtiVe mission reaCh 

anD opportunities

 It’s hard to find a place on the map where Virginia 
episcopalians aren’t present, in person or in prayer. And our 
passion for mission – as individuals or as congregations – is 
amplified by our membership in the Diocese of Virginia. Just 
look at some of the collaborative outreach efforts that have 
taken place over the last few years: The churches in region I 
have joined together to support Haiti relief work; women from 
several congregations in the Diocese of Virginia and the Diocese 
of southern Virginia have formed a relationship with women 
of the Democratic republic of the Congo; and the youth of 
region V get together every year to work on building projects 
in Dungannon, Va. Together, our capacity for good is 
magnified. And the diocesan Mustard seed Grant 
program helps turn some of those mission ideas 
into realities. 

BeCause oF our shareD resourCes

Whether you know it or not, the diocesan staff 
and bishops are available as resources for 
you. staff members are ready and willing 
to come to your church and consult with 
you on anything from social media strategy 

to legal issues, from stewardship resources to formation 
curricula. It’s the best part of our job! Plus, our website is a 
treasure trove of resources that you can access on demand. 
At thediocese.net, you’ll find videos, podcasts, webinars and 
whitepapers exclusively developed for you by diocesan staff, 
as well as recommended tools and resources from other 
organizations to equip you for ministry. 

BeCause oF our Youth

Youth involvement at the diocesan level is something to be 
excited about. Our Parish Youth Ministries group invites high 
school students from across the Diocese to grow in leadership 
and outreach. And at shrine Mont Camps, 700+ youth gather 
each summer to grow in God together. For small churches 
without an active youth ministry, involvement at the diocesan 
level is a huge boost to programming. For churches with 
active youth groups, these are opportunities to tune in to the 
episcopal community. Just this summer, 16 kids from Virginia 
traveled to Pennsylvania to meet with hundreds of other 
youth from across the Episcopal Church at EYE, the triennial 
Episcopal Youth Event. Youth involvement outside of their 
smaller church community helps them understand their role 
and place in the Episcopal Church, and prepares them to take 
their place in that church as adults. 

BeCause oF our inCreaseD CapaCitY to 

support one another

Did you know that just over 13 percent of the diocesan budget 
goes to support the ministries of mission congregations? 
These are churches full of passionate, faithful people, who 
need some financial support to continue serving their 
communities. When a mission congregation reaches full 
church status – meaning that it can independently support 
itself – the whole Diocese can celebrate, because it’s 

something we worked toward together. 

Why Is IT sO gReaT TO Be paRT Of a DIOCese, anyWay?

In our 229  
year history:

13  bishops

8  bishops suffragan

5  assistant bishops
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in their oWn WorDs

We asked several members of the 
Diocese of Virginia to answer the same 
question: “Why is it so great to be part 
of a diocese, anyway?” 

Dr. Barbara Allison Bryan
abingdon church, white marsh

When my mother was ill, I traveled to western Pennsylvania to visit her as much 
as possible. While there, I worshipped at the small parish where my husband and 
I married. I signed the guest book with my name, and that I was from ‘”Abingdon 
Church, Diocese of Virginia.” After the service, I introduced myself to the rector the 
same way. several weeks later, the rector smiled when he saw me and immediately 
asked, “Virginia, how is your mother?” I never corrected his mistake. When he called 
me by the name of the Diocese, I realized I was genuinely thankful to have that 
identity. I was a part of something bigger than myself. Abingdon Church and the 
Diocese of Virginia were with me in Pennsylvania. 
 Like any identity, the reverse is also true. The Diocese of Virginia takes me 
to sudan and the Congo. I share every Mustard seed grant awarded. I lift up men 
and women seeking ordination and I support each newly baptized baby. I enjoy 
answering not only to “Barbara,” but to “Virginia”; it’s so much a part of who  
and what I am. 

John L. Johnson
st. mary’s, colonial beach

In the Colony of Virginia, independent congregations were part of the revolution taking 
place, offering spiritual strength and resources for the foundation of Anglicanism 
in the new world. Later, the Diocese came into being, becoming the “House” that 
is charged with advancing and celebrating tradition, teaching the scriptures and 
developing our capacity for reason as Episcopalians in our parishes. 
 What I have found, in my involvement in parish and diocesan affairs, is that both 
offer a sense of strength and belonging in community. They are not separate: one 
keeping “house” for assemblies of communicants sharing in worship and as Gods’ 
presence in their communities, the other a community of congregations, the “house” 
that has the authority to confirm, to ordain and to administer spiritual resources for the 
greater good. Both hold charters for doing God’s work in the world. 
 What are the strengths, benefits and responsibilities for belonging within the 
Diocese or as a communicant of a parish? It means discernment in community, where 
we all have opportunity to listen and be heard. My highest dream of this comes from 
Bonhoeffer’s Life in Community, a proposition that supports a faith in the Christian 
Gospel, which unfolds most authentically within community. Thus, Diocese and parish 
work together to help us find the strength to do God’s work in this turbulent and 
troubled world. The strengths and benefits of Diocese and parish are prophetically 
required if we are to seek a peace that goes beyond all understanding, helping us to 
understand that we can, in spiritual collaboration, seek peace in these times of civil 
unrest and violence in God’s world. Both Diocese and parish must mobilize their joint 
strengths and benefits and their moral authority to build the Beloved Community that 
Christ requires us to live for. 

I enjoy 
answering 
not only to 

“Barbara,” but 
to “Virginia.”

Thus, Diocese 
and parish work 

together to 
help us find the 
strength to do 
God’s work in 
this turbulent 
and troubled 

world.
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The Rev. Edward Miller
st. john’s, mclean

When I was a school chaplain in the mid-1970s and invited 
one of the first women ordained as a priest to speak in the 
school chapel, I thought my invitation was a natural way 
to be inclusive and to stimulate thoughtful conversation. 
The school was not a church school, so it did not occur to 
me to check with anyone else. The local episcopal rector, 
however, called and asked if I had been given permission 
by the bishop and if I had considered the consequences of 
extending the invitation. Despite our friendship, I was put 
off by his call. Further reflection helped me appreciate the 
value of differing views and importance of being friends in 
Christ in the context of an episcopal diocese. The invitation 
stood, but the conversation with my colleague remains as 
an important memory.
 A year or two later, as a priest-in-charge of a three-
point congregation in the wilderness of the Quebec Lower 
North shore (at 250,000 square miles, the largest diocese 
on North America), my clergy colleagues and lay leaders 
were isolated from each other by the absence of roads and 
the frequent disruption of generally unreliable telephone 
service. We talked twice a day by high frequency radio. The weather (often dangerous), pastoral 
needs of parishioners and conversation about daily living in a harsh environment became topics 
that were lifelines for mutual support. Going it alone was simply not an option. Community 
formed by our small part of the Diocese of Quebec made all the difference.
 The foundation of mutual respect and support from diocesan experience in my early years 
as a priest has remained as a touchstone for my many years of ordained ministry in the Diocese 
of Massachusetts and the Diocese of Virginia. The parish has always been my primary focus for 
ministry. Without diocesan involvement, however, I might have succumbed to what one person 
has called “living on a small scale in a great age.” Participation in diocesan life has involved great 
effort in time and in attentiveness to the importance of differences. Not every meeting has been 
productive. some decisions of which I have been a part have contradicted my own convictions 
for the good of the whole. In the end, relationships with lay people and clergy through diocesan 
committees, regions, colleague groups and special events have shaped the ministry of which I 
am a part in countless ways, for which I am the richer.

The foundation of mutual 
respect and support from 
diocesan experience in my early 
years as a priest has remained 
as a touchstone for my many 
years of ordained ministry...

The Diocese of Southwestern 
Virginia was formed in 1919.

The Diocese of Southern  
Virginia was formed in 1892.

The diocesan offices are located 
at the Mayo Memorial Church 
House at 110 West Franklin Street 
in Richmond. The daughters of 
tobacconist Peter Mayo gave the 
1841 house to the Episcopal Church 
in 1923. Our satellite office is 
located at The Falls Church. 

The Diocese of Virginia originally 
included the entire commonwealth.

Our Diocese includes 38 counties and 
cities in central and northern Virginia, 
from the James River on up.
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While on vacation recently, I had the opportunity to attend 
a fundraiser. The purpose of the fundraiser is not what I’ve 
been reflecting on since that night. What stood out about 
this event, at least to me, is the effect that particular saturday 
evening – and the following sunday morning – had on my 
thinking about our churches.
 The event was held at a place where my family and I have 
spent many summers, and many other families come back to 
this place year after year. Most of us know each other, and 
we care about this place we return to. We are not unlike a 
congregation. That particular saturday evening, about 120 of 
us gathered to share food and drink, and to hear four talented 
musicians play a two-hour concert. We sat at tables around 
a low stage, watching four men in their 60s tell stories, play 
country music, and banter with each other and with us. These 
guys are Nashville fixtures: Three of them are songwriters 
and the other is an internationally acclaimed harmonica 
player. These are not the names you see on the charts or who 
perform at the Country Music Association awards; these are 
the guys who write the songs that become hits. And boy, are 
they talented.
 The two hours they entertained us were touching, funny, 
beautiful, meaningful and in some way uniting. We laughed 
together, shed a tear or two together, and had a wonderful 
time as we heard songs about love, the importance of place, 
family, friends and even a street. The songs touched our 
hearts, and there was an intimacy that doesn’t often happen 
in big groups. It was about all the joys, hope, sorrows and 
pains that life brings. By hearing their voices and their stories, 
we experienced a bit more of our deepest humanity than 
what we felt when we arrived at the venue. And I would say 
that somewhere in that, we experienced a bit more of God.
 The next morning, many of the same people gathered 
together for a sunday morning worship service, again in a 
place that we have come back to over and over. One of the 
men who had entertained us the night before preached. We 
sang old, familiar hymns. A collection was received, although 
I’m sure the total was far less than what had been collected 
at the fundraiser concert the night before. That service had 
every opportunity to be as touching and meaningful and alive 
with God as the night before – but something was missing.
 I’ve thought about the two events, and I have realized 
that both of them were liturgy. One definition of liturgy, found 
on the website of the episcopal Church, says this: “Liturgy is 
a public and social event. It engages our lives and faith, our 

a DiFFerent KinD oF liturgY

ThE REV. canon paTRIck J. WIngo

thoughts, feelings, hopes and needs – especially our need for 
salvation in Christ.” Certainly the saturday night songwriters 
were able to do this; indeed, to a certain extent, they even 
expressed our need for salvation in Christ. After all, country 
music needs God to be effective as much as it needs pick-up 
trucks and beer. The troubling part for me was that I think it 
was done better than the sunday morning liturgy.
 The late Terry Holmes, who was the dean of the school of 
Theology in sewanee, Tenn., from 1973 until his death in 1981, 
once wrote this: “When Anglicanism is at its best, its liturgy, 
its poetry, its music and its life can create a world of wonder 
in which it is very easy to fall in love with God.” The saturday 
night event created a world very close to that about which 
Holmes has written. The sunday morning liturgy I attended – 
not so much.
 And this is my fear about which I came to a deeper 
understanding in that 18-hour period: that we’re not creating 
that distinctively Anglican/Episcopalian world of wonder 
in our liturgies, and people are looking for and sometimes 
finding that world elsewhere. Of course, there are almost 
innumerable reasons why our Church and others have had 
difficulty over the last few decades, and there is a noticeable 
shift in American culture away from institutional religion. But 
I believe, as a former bishop I served under put it, that the 
Episcopal Church is “the best kept secret in Christendom.” We 
have all the pieces to create that world of wonder: an open, 
honest theology that asks questions rather than prescribes 
answers; liturgy that has ancient roots (something that the 
Millennial generation is attracted to), but is adaptable and 
flexible; and music and preaching that can touch hearts when 
prepared and performed well.
 I don’t write to criticize. But I do write because, while I’ve 
been talking about this topic around our Diocese for a couple 
of years, I’ve never come up with a metaphor that, for me 
anyway, makes it clear where we are in our denominational 
life. The altars and pulpits of country music can teach us a lot 
about ourselves and why we do what we do. But while they 
can move us, the Church has proven over its 2,000-year history 
that we can create a world of wonder that makes it easy to 
fall in love with God, and in doing so change lives, and indeed 
change the world. Let’s not keep that secret any longer. t

Photo: the Rev. Cayce Ramey
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On August 6, the rt. rev. shannon 
Johnston’s annual visit with the 20s and 
30s group of region III at st. George’s, 
Arlington, was greeted by a crowd of 
40-50 people from Arlington, Alexandria 
and Manassas.  The event, co-sponsored 
by st. Mary’s, Arlington, featured a 
tasting of “biblical brews” provided by 
Hop & Wine Beverage of sterling. The 
beers, with names like evolution, Heresy 
and HopDevil, provided a jumping off 
point for a discussion with the Bishop on 
such diverse topics as faith and science, 
the nature of evil, and the need for the 
free exchange of ideas.
 Bishop Johnston’s annual visit with 
the 20s and 30s group has become a 
highlight on the calendar in Northern 
Virginia each year, drawing participants 
from more parishes as well as visitors 
from other denominations who 
appreciate the opportunity. Through 
these encounters, the young adult 
community has been able to learn 
more about the Bishop and his thinking 
on important issues of faith and 

spirituality, and also to reach a wider 
audience and introduce more young 
adults to the parishes.  
 Attendees praised the Bishop 
for his good humor and willingness 
to approach a wide variety of topics 
with grace and serious consideration 
– despite the fact that the topics in 

BiBliCal BreWs With the Bishop

allIson oTTo

question were raised by the labels 
on beer bottles.  The conversation 
at the various tables drifted among 
beer, current events, and matters of 
theology, until the evening culminated 
with a celebration of compline led by 
the Bishop. t

(left)
The rt. rev. susan e. Goff ordained 
the rev. Dorothy White to the 
transitional diaconate on sept. 13 at 
epiphany, richmond.
Photo: The Very Rev. Mary Thorpe

(right)
The rt. rev. shannon Johnston 
ordained the rev. Liz Tomlinson to 
the priesthood on sept. 13 at st. 
Paul’s, Bailey’s Crossroads. 
Photo: Craig Dubishar
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PraYerS, aDvOCaCY anD QueSTIOnS: 
immigration and the Church

EMIly chERRy

Photo illustration: John Dixon
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When members of the Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia convened in January, they adopted 
two powerful resolutions. One was “toward a just and reasonable reform of the immigration system,” 
while the other was regarding “Virginia legislation to assist immigrants.” Both used inclusive, 
accessible language: “inalienable dignity and intrinsic worth”; “alleviate the oppressive conditions”; 
“eradicate racism, intolerance and prejudice.” And both called for action: through advocacy, through 
educational programs and through prayer. 
 But in the months following Annual Council and the adoption of those two resolutions, tensions 
reached a new high when it came to matters of immigrants entering the united states, as an influx of 
unaccompanied minors at the border crossing was met with debate on appropriate response. 
 The Most rev. Katharine Jefferts schori, presiding bishop, released a statement in July, noting, 
“The episcopal Church believes we have a responsibility to all our neighbors, particularly the strangers 
and sojourners around us.” The rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president of the 
House of Deputies, wrote a commentary for religion News service, noting, 
“We must insist that the debate in Washington is not simply about treating 
refugees with compassion, but ensures that we hear their claims, safeguard 
their futures and offer their countries the assistance necessary to restore 
peace at home.” 
 episcopal Migration Ministries created a comprehensive set of resources 
on the episcopal Church’s response to the Central American migrant crisis, 
including a webinar, background information, bulletin inserts and links to 
articles and statements. Access them online at episcopalmm.org. 
 The Diocese’s two Council resolutions take on new meaning within the 
context of this developing conversation. Churches are asking themselves the 
best way to address these challenging issues, and many are struggling to find 
solutions. The rev. Bernie schroeder, the bishop’s deputy for governmental 
affairs, conducted a coffee forum at st. Mary’s, Whitechapel, to explore 
immigration issues. emmanuel, Harrisonburg, hosts the Mexican Consulate 
on Wheels several times a year, a mobile service that helps people with 
passport and immigration questions and services. And still others struggle to 
find resources. 
 In the wake of the discussion surrounding children crossing the border 
unaccompanied, the rt. rev. susan Goff issued a special statement to the Diocese following her 
return from a trip to Guatemala, where the immigration debate was also a subject of conversation. 
“We are a nation that holds children and families in high esteem,” wrote Goff, “and our immigration 
policies will be at their best when they honor families, promote justice, and care for the youngest and 
most vulnerable.” In closing, she offered what may be the Church’s most powerful contribution to the 
debate: prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, beloved child of God, whose parents fled with you across the border to 
a foreign land so that you might live, we pray to you for the immigrant children who have 
come to our land. Give comfort to those who are held in detention centers as they await 
their futures. Give hope to family members in the United States and back home as they 
wait for news of their children’s fate. Inspire our political leaders to develop wise and clear 
policies in the midst of complex realities. And teach us all how to follow you by caring in 
concrete ways, as you did, for the most vulnerable among us. All this we ask for the sake of 
your great love. Amen. t

Photo: Mary Rouse

Representatives of the Mexican Embassy’s 

Consulate-on-Wheels process requests for 

visas and other government documents 

on August 20 at Emmanuel, Harrisonburg. 

The mobile office provides off-site consular 

services to Mexican nationals in Virginia 

and neighboring states.
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they came with a variety of perspectives and, in some 

cases, barely knew each other. but what united the 

members of the women’s mission trip to the eastern 

congo this spring was a passion to learn more about 

this chaotic and fascinating part of the world.

 The rev. Carol Carruthers sims of Charlottesville drew 
on her 40 years of work in psychotherapy as she prepared for 
the two-week trip to a part of central Africa labeled “the rape 
capital of the world.”
 The work of Jane Goodall, the famed gorilla expert, 
inspired rebecca Cooper to make the Congo a focus of her 
lessons with middle-school students at st. stephen’s and st. 
Agnes school in Alexandria. she jumped at the chance to see 
the Congo with her own eyes.
 Amy Carter of richmond, a trauma and rape counselor 
who often works with children, was impassioned by her 
concern for “those who are left behind and/or marginalized” 
by the violence of the Congo.
 Melinda Fitzgerald of st. James’s, richmond, saw an 
opportunity for engaging the Episcopal Church Women of 
the Diocese. On their behalf, she successfully applied for a 
$15,000 grant from the Mustard seed Fund to support the 
Mothers’ union of Bukavu – one of the largest cities in the 
eastern Congo.
 Leading the trip were two veterans: the rev. Deacon 
Carey Chirico of st. George’s, Fredericksburg, who has 
helped lead the Diocese’s Women-to-Women Congo 

Women to Women, ChurCh to ChurCh
Congo partnership grows

ED JonEs

Rebecca Cooper (second from left) and the Rev. Carol Sims (right) 

visit Le Centre Bethsaida, a local shelter and support center for 

children and families in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

partnership, and Buck Blanchard, the mission and outreach 
director for the Diocese.
 Carol sims says her work in psychotherapy has taught 
her that an important part of healing and the ability to forgive 
comes from our spirituality. A person’s spiritual life can be the 
source of hope.
 Though it would be impossible to offer the rape victims 
of the Congo all the support they need, sims thinks that 
there are practices that can be taught to counselors that 
will expand the support system. “The poverty is palpable,” 
she added. “I left with a heavy heart. They have a long way 
to go before healing.”
 Though much of what rebecca Cooper saw was 
heartbreaking, she came away amazed at the strength and 
endurance of the people of the Congo. she noted the paradox 
of a country rich with natural resources and a population 
among the most destitute in the world.
 Having this personal travel experience will help her 
connect with her students, Cooper believes.
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 Though the women of the trip will apply their experiences 
in different ways, they share memories of moments that will 
linger for years. For Cooper, it was the time they crowded into 
the tiny sacristy of a rickety church built literally on a lava field. 
she marveled at how welcoming the people were after just 
meeting the visitors from Virginia. “I felt very humbled” and I 
felt “the power of Christ, the power of the Church.”
 For Melinda Fitzgerald, no written accounts about the 
atrocities in the Congo could resonate as strongly as the 
experience of walking though the Panzi Hospital’s unit for 
caring for the victims of sexual violence, including children as 
young as 3 years old. “I felt absolutely helpless, powerless and 
so unaware,” said Fitzgerald. 
 Much the same feelings were expressed by Amy Carter, 
who said, “The things happening are beyond comprehension. 
In a nutshell, it is hard to walk the talk.” Carter added she 
learned from recent training that “those who have engaged 
in violence are as much in need of healing as those who have 
been on the receiving end, perhaps even more.”
 But the women from Virginia brought back hope as 
well. “There were points of light glowing with hope,” said 
Fitzgerald. she cited amazing women in the Congo “who are 
changing the course for their communities.”
 Whether it’s in a classroom in Alexandria or a meeting 
of the diocesan ECW, the lessons learned from this trip will 
continue to spread.
 As Carey Chirico noted, “What the hospitals kept 
telling us is that they don’t have funding for the next thing 

that needs to happen [for 
rape victims], which is 
reintegration into society. 
That’s where the Church 
comes in … [The participants 
on the mission trip] are 
taking what they saw and 
moving forward with it.” t

Melinda Fitzgerald, Rebecca Cooper, the Rev. Carol Sims, translator Delphin Kaligiya, Buck 

Blanchard, the Rev. Moses Lukoo and Archdeacon Innocent Birizene Muchindi join in a gift 

ceremony during worship. 

The Rev. Deacon Carey Chirico and Claudaline Muhindo, a friend 

and long-time partner in the Congo. 
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what is the role of the diocesan disaster preparedness and 
response ministry team? 
 The team works to support two different goals: to 
encourage churches and organizations of the Diocese of 
Virginia in efforts to prepare for and recover from disasters – 
be they natural, industrial, technological or intentional – but 
also to respond to disaster situations with compassion and 
care. The team is available to consult with congregations on 
their disaster preparedness plans, in addition to traveling to 
areas affected by disaster. recent recovery trips have included 
delegations to New Orleans, La., and Crisfield, Md., for 
hurricane relief and Ames, Iowa, for flooding relief.

why does the church need to be involved in preparedness 
and response? 
 When disaster strikes, it’s often the church community 
that responds to calls for help. It’s the churches that open 
their doors to serve as shelters, that provide meals, that hold 
clothing drives, that offer a place of rest and quiet. 

How can i learn more or get involved? 
 Check out our website for resources at thediocese.net/
Ministries/DisasterPreparedness. 
 Make plans to attend Volunteer Day on saturday, 
Nov. 8 at st. stephen’s, Culpeper. Participants will explore 
opportunities in the united states for teams to help people 
recover from natural disaster. We’ll discuss step-by-step 
processes for planning and executing these trips, in addition 
to offering some of the necessary diocesan-level training for 
participating. 

who should attend Volunteer day? 
 Communities need different types of support 
when disaster strikes. They need medical personnel and 
construction expertise; they need counselors and folks with 
big hearts. That’s why people of all sorts and skill levels are 
welcome – and encouraged – to attend. 

When Disaster striKes, the ChurCh responDs

EMIly chERRy

Prayers in Time of Disaster
From Holy Women, Holy Men

Compassionate God… Draw near to us in this time 
of sorrow and anguish, comfort those who mourn, 
strengthen those who are weary, encourage those 
in despair, and lead us all to fullness of life; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen

Flooding from Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, La.
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episCopal Youth eVent anD the ‘poWer oF goD’s loVe’
philadelphia hosts triennial youth gathering

Over 1,000 high-school students came together in Philadelphia 
this summer for the triennial episcopal Youth event (eYe) – and 
16 of those teenagers represented the Diocese of Virginia. They 
came for worship and fellowship; they came to take selfies with 
the presiding bishop and to engage in urban mission; and they 
came to learn about the Episcopal Church community outside 
their parish walls. 
 Here’s what two Virginia participants had to say about 
the experience. 

Connor salter, st. anDreW’s, riChmonD

 Plain and simple, the Episcopal Youth Event was life-
changing. I came in slightly skeptical, and had no idea what 
would happen going in. Four days later, I was headed home with 
memories that will last forever.
 When I first arrived in the basement of Christ Church, 
Alexandria, to meet the rest of the EYE attendees, there were 
eight girls sitting around a table. They greeted me, I talked to 
the adults in our group, and then Darren, the leader, set me up 
at a table by myself. It seemed like everyone knew everyone 
else except for me. I felt horribly excluded, and dreaded the 
weekend. slowly I eased my way in socially, and by the end of 
the first day in Philadelphia I had made friends with them all.
 Another unforgettable aspect of EYE was the 
atmosphere. The amount of warmth and appreciation 
toward others was incredible. Everyone was loving life, and 
happy to be there. everyone loved each other, just because 
we were there. I talked to my roommate about it and we 
both agreed that if everyone felt this way all the time, the 
world would be an exponentially better place. 
 The final and possibly best aspect of eYe was the 
worship services. The energy of 1,100 youth and adults who 

wholeheartedly love God and are all praising Him in one space is 
spectacular. There was a band that would lead the hymns, and 
even a Gospel choir. I didn’t know episcopalians had those!
 There are far too many snapshots from the weekend for 
me to capture in one article. When talking to my friend from 
Iowa, who also wrote an article about the experience, neither 
of us could come up with words to describe it. sometimes there 
are events in our lives that God is so heavily involved in that 
there aren’t words. Maybe we will know them on the other side, 
but for now we can just call it the power of God’s love.

graCe miller, st. marY’s, arlington

 When I first arrived at eYe, I didn’t know what to expect. 
I had just spent three hours in a bus with people I barely knew 
to go to this huge event that was supposed to be life-changing. 
And it was just that.
 The first night, we all piled into a room that was at full 
capacity with the group of about 1,100 people, but when we 
all started praying together something amazing happened. 
All of these strangers from all over the country were putting 
their differences aside and just celebrating life with God 
together. All of us joined with our peers and we broke bread 
together, we sang together and we praised together. Only at 
EYE could you go from solemn praying to conga line dancing 
around the auditorium.
 Throughout the week, we had four different workshop 
sessions, and many different speakers. My favorite workshop 
was called LGBTQ: How and Why the Church Can Be Accepting. 
I learned so much about how blessed I am to live in such an 
accepting community. I learned that the most important step is 
to start a conversation about it and to accept that you will meet 
people who will never agree with you, but you can’t get angry – 

you have to get inspired. Like the rt. rev Michael 
Curry said in his sermon, you have to “go.” This 
week is great and it would be easy to just stay 
here forever, but you have to go out and make 
the rest of the world better. As presiding bishop, 
the Most rev. Katharine Jefferts schori, said, you 
have to be a mosquito buzzing in people’s ears, 
causing the itch to make a difference in the world.
 This week has made me want to go 
out there and make a difference in the 
world, whether it be joining the Young Adult 
service Corps after college or just starting a 
conversation with someone. Every single thing 
helps. Let the movement continue through you. 
Don’t let it die. I guess the only thing I have left 
to say is: “Go!” t

Photo: Sue Cromer

EYE participants join in worship – and dance – at the triennial gathering in 

Philadelphia.
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The doors of the Lady Chapel at Holy Comforter, 

Richmond, welcome visitors.

The amphitheater at Grace, Alexandria, has 

a dual purpose: It’s used for services by the 

church, as well as weekly prayer for the Grace 

Episcopal Day School. The school constructed 

this new space. Photo: Benita Cathey

The outdoor sanctuary of Trinity, Upperville, 

includes this outdoor chapel, plus two council 

rings, a wildflower berm and walking trails. 

A Different Type 
of Sanctuary
from small chapels to 
outdoor altars, the diocese 
of Virginia is home to many 
“alternative” worship spaces. 
Here’s a small preview. 



The Falls Church Memorial Chapel is a building 

that used to house the air conditioning 

system. Today, it’s a quiet, contemplative spot 

surrounded by gardens, paths and gravestones. 

Photo: Debbie Barry Gegenheimer

The parish house for Kingston, Mathews, is 

home to the small St. John’s Chapel. “One of 

the cool things here are the wall decorations 

parishioners have made or brought from around 

the world,” said the Rev. Gary Barker, rector.

Photo: The Rev. Gary Barker

The chapel at Emmanuel, Harrisonburg, serves 

as overflow seating. An adjacent window opens 

into the sanctuary.

The chapel at Olivet Church, Franconia, is a 

quaint Gothic style building currently used 

for the early Sunday service.

Paca Hall at St. Mary’s, Arlington, becomes a 

casual worship space for services like the Family 

Easter Service, pictured here. Photo: Sue Cromer

The Rev. Peter Ackerman is rector of  

St. Christopher’s, Springfield, which is home  

to this memorial garden. Photo: Nina Miller



When the rev. Jenks Hobson retires from Trinity, 
Washington, next year after 42 years as rector of that 
congregation, “There are two things I will not be able to 
re-create anywhere else,” he said: a community-wide easter 
sunrise service, and a Christmas Eve service. “As my son 
said, when I come down the aisle, my feet don’t touch the 
ground,” said Hobson. And that’s something that he’ll miss 
after leaving a church where he’s served his entire ministry. 
“Those two services are so rich, but rich out of what we’ve 
done together over the years,” he explained. 
 You might think that Hobson’s call to the priesthood was 
preordained. After all, his father was a priest, his grandfather 
was a priest, his great grandfather was a priest. “I’ve lived 
in a rectory my entire life,” he said. But Hobson’s father 
“wanted to make sure that I didn’t want to become a priest 
because I felt I was supposed to.” still, Hobson “felt called 
to a joyful expression of God” while attending episcopal 
High school. so after graduating from Trinity College in 1970, 
Hobson entered Virginia Theological seminary – the fifth 
generation of his family to do so. 
 It’s at VTs that Hobson met the rev. Allen Coffey, 
another priest who’s lived out his entire ministry in Virginia 
and who got an 18-month head start on Hobson after retiring 
in January 2014. Along with other Virginia clergy like the rt. 
rev. Ted Gulick and the rt. rev. Clay Matthews, Coffey and 
Hobson graduated from VTs in 1973. Coffey entered seminary 
after spending a year teaching French and English at Patrick 
Henry High school following his graduation from randolph-
Macon College. “By the time I graduated from rMC, I thought 
that my vocation to the priesthood was pretty clear,” said 
Coffey. And he was right: Coffey’s retirement came after 
serving eight Virginia congregations – 10 if you include The 
Fork Church and st. Martin’s in Doswell, where he was an 
organist during college. 
 From his field work at Trinity, Manassas, and his work 

EMIly chERRy

at st. Paul’s, Bailey’s 
Crossroads, to his 15 years 
as a rector at st. Peter’s, 
New Kent, to his time in 
richmond at st. James’s and 
emmanuel, Brook Hill, to calls 
at Abingdon, White Marsh, 
and Buck Mountain, earlysville, and finally to st. Paul’s, Millers 
Tavern, where he concluded his ministry, Coffey had nothing if 
not variety in his ministry in Virginia. 
 From congregation to congregation, “There was very 
little difference in terms of what people expected from 
the church,” said Coffey: pastoral care, education, spiritual 
guidance. His congregations were small and large, urban and 
rural. His first full-time post was at st. Paul’s, New Kent, where 
“I was brand new in so many ways,” he said. At 25 years old, 

The Rev. Jenks Hobson

years
diocese
421

men2
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A lot can change in 42 years in one diocese. Both priests 
pointed to growth in diversity as the most notable shift in 
the Diocese over the past four decades. “We’ve become so 
much more inclusive,” said Hobson, “And I’m deeply grateful 
for that.” Both men were ordained to the priesthood in 1974, 
Coffey in May and Hobson in June.  On July 11 of that year, 
the episcopal Church ordained the first 11 women to the 
priesthood.  “When I got to seminary, it became clear that the 
only difference between women and me was a chromosome,” 
said Hobson. “I think now the Diocese is much more diverse in 
terms of parishioners and clergy,” said Coffey.
 And that’s not the only thing that’s changed. “eucharistic 
vestments were just making their appearance in the Diocese 
of Virginia,” said Coffey. “The Diocese was proud of its 
low-church tradition.” But beyond that, “We’re at a place 
in our Church and our culture where things are changing,” 
said Hobson. “The model of the professional clergy paid a 
professional salary is not going to fit for a lot of churches,” he 
added. “Do we just react, or do we change?”
 Coffey has paid particular attention to shifts and changes 
in the Diocese over the years in his capacity as registrar, a 
position he filled for 22 years. In 1983, he authored The History 
of the Diocese of Virginia and its Bishops as part of a coadjutor 
search process. That history still serves the Diocese today. 
 When it comes to service at the diocesan level, Coffey 
and Hobson have the bases pretty much covered. Both have 
served multiple terms as a regional dean, and as an Executive 
Board representative. Coffey was president and secretary 
of the standing Committee, and a member of the diocesan 
Liturgical Commission, the Bishop’s Committee on Guidelines 
for New Christian Initiation rites and the Bicentennial Council 
Planning Committee. Hobson served on the Committee 
on related Organizations and the Committee on Budget, 
and as long-time chair of the Committee on resolutions. 
He’ll continue to serve on Dayspring and the Committee on 
Congregational Missions following retirement. 

Coffey started off his retirement by losing 21 pounds. “Having 
time to do that … has been a real gift,” he said. He and his 
wife, Deborah, who recently retired as an elementary school 

principal, have three children and one grandchild. Hobson and his wife, Molly, a former teacher, 
will plan their first move in 42 years. They’re parents to two, plus multiple exchange students. 
And they’re looking forward to what comes next. “It’s a new call to ministry,” said Hobson. 
 When it comes to retirement, both Coffey and Hobson agree on one thing: They will 
miss leading worship. “I miss celebrating the eucharist weekly,” said Coffey. “I love leading 
worship,” said Hobson. “I have people in church every sunday who I’ve baptized, who I’ve lived 
with all their lives.” 
 But he borrows a sentiment from his father that sums up the situation well: “I’m retiring from 
being a full-time rector. I’m not retiring from being a priest.” That’s a ministry that continues.  t

“I was the first full-time resident rector at st. Peter’s since 
the American revolution.” Together, he and the parishioners 
celebrated 300 years as a congregation, and Coffey wrote a 
history of the place. “It was probably the most significant time 
in my life,” he added.

What makes a priest stay in one place for over 40 years? “I 
just never felt the call to go stronger than the call to stay,” 
said Hobson. When he started at Trinity in 1974, “I came to a 

family chapel with an average 
attendance of 35.” Over 
the years, the congregation 
grew and topped out around 
130 on an average sunday, 
as generations of Baby 
Boomers came to worship 
with their children. All the 
while, Hobson did consider, 
“What would it be like to go 
somewhere else, and keep 
the lessons and forget the 
mistakes?” 
 But he never found the 
answer to that question. 
Instead, he stayed on at 
Trinity, where he baptized 
the great grandchildren of 
the senior warden who was 
serving when Hobson started 
his position in 1974. “I’m 
going to miss the things we 
have built here together,” 
said Hobson.

The Rev. Allen Coffey

Members of the VTS class of 1973. Hobson (left circle) and Coffey 

(right circle) served their entire ministries in the Diocese of Virginia. 
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a Year oF mission

kEnDall MaRTIn

Last year, at the annual Founder’s Day 
dinner celebration, leaders of Grace, 
Alexandria, announced a special goal: 
The 2013-2014 program year would 
feature a theme of a “Year of Mission”– 
365 days devoted to furthering the 
church’s service to the community, both 
at home in Alexandria and across the 
globe. The dinner was an opportunity to 
commemorate the congregation’s move 
to its current location on russell road in 
1948, as well as an opportunity to raise 
funds for the congregation’s mission and 
ministry teams. 
 The idea behind Grace’s Year of 
Mission is to get even more people in the 
parish involved in outreach, and to share 
the stories of the work they are doing 
church-wide. Grace’s mission work spans 
Haiti, Tanzania, New Jersey, New Orleans, 
Iowa, West Virginia and Alabama. relief 
and support projects include a much 
needed water purification system in Haiti, 
plus natural disaster relief in the form of 
clean-up and construction in New Jersey. 
 During this Year of Mission, members 
of Grace set their sights on three main 
mission trip fields. The rev. Leslie Nunez 
steffenson, assistant to the rector, led a 
team of eight people to Haiti for six days 
in November 2013. Grace’s support for 
Haiti began with donations and support, 
and in 2012 the congregation began 
to sponsor some of the children in the 
Haiti Micah Project, a nonprofit Christian 
organization for kids in Haiti, founded 
by a priest from Virginia Theological 
seminary. Because of the mission team 
and the stories they brought back to the 
parish, Grace’s sponsorship has grown 
significantly, and the church now sponsors 
over 70 children. 
 In 2009, during a visit to Tanzania, 
a mission team from Grace discovered 
the work of two medical missionaries – 
Henry and Priscilla Ziegler of Holy Cross, 

The Episcopal Youth and Community Group of Grace, Alexandria, traveled to New Jersey 

to offer relief support for Hurricane Sandy victims.

and 13 youth –  provided helping hands 
to a family in Delmont, N.J., whose home 
was devastated by Hurricane sandy. The 
youth painted, swept, cleared debris and 
installed flooring.
  “We look at local outreach and 
missions as one,” said John Berry, vestry 
and outreach committee member.  In 
addition to the focus on the three mission 
fields, “We have given lots of attention 
to our food pantry that has been in 
existence about 10 years, but it got new 
energy, new attention, new volunteers 
and new donations” through the energy 
generated by the Year of Mission.
 “The efforts to raise a really strong 
mission team to go to New Jersey can 
be traced back to this Year of Mission, 
as well as our commitment to be a part 
of organizing to help raise the money to 
finish the hospital, and the extra boost 
for the food pantry,” said Berry. “We 
see ourselves as a church that cares 
about mission.” t

Dunn Loring. The Zieglers had a dream 
to convert the Buguruni Health Center, 
a wellness clinic for pre- and post-natal 
care for mothers, to the st. James 
Anglican Hospital, a facility equipped for 
deliveries, surgery, family planning and 
tuberculosis care. Grace has committed 
itself to supporting this transition as 
its second mission field. In addition to 
offering help with the design plans, Grace 
has contributed $2,500 from its outreach 
budget. At the May meeting of region 
IV, Cindy Diehl, a parishioner at Grace, 
laid out a challenge to fellow parishes to 
join in raising the final amount of money 
needed to complete the construction of 
the hospital. With the donations of fellow 
churches and a uTO grant of $40,000, 
parishioners continue to work toward 
raising the remaining $11,000.
 The episcopal Youth and Community 
group, made up of high school juniors 
and seniors, is the third mission area. In 
July 2014, a team of 19 people – six adults 
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1   Aquia, Stafford, one of the oldest churches in Virginia, broke ground 

July 13 on a new building designed to handle increased space needs for 

Christian formation and fellowship initiatives. 

The Rev. Jay Morris, rector, and the Rev. 

Connor Newlun, assistant rector, led church 

members, representatives from Wack General 

Construction company and Stafford County 

officials in the ceremonial groundbreaking 

following services. The new 12,000 square-foot 

facility will be located near the historic church 

and is scheduled for completion late next year.

2   St. Peter’s, Arlington’s new parish hall  

and administrative wing was completed in 

June 2014. 

3   The tower at St. Mark’s, Richmond, undergoes restoration work, including 

repainting and repairing of damaged wood.

4   Trinity, Charlottesville, recently completed the renovation of its kitchen for 

the Bread and Roses Ministry, a community food program, funded in part 

through grants from the Episcopal Church.

5   Construction progresses at Our Saviour, Montpelier, where the growing 

congregation will welcome the addition of new classroom space.

6   Thanks to the completion of a successful capital campaign, Grace & 

Holy Trinity, Richmond, has embarked on a major parish hall renovation, 

including a renovated kitchen, additional classroom space, a new choir 

suite, the addition of a new chapel and columbarium, and renovation of the 

existing historic chapel. “Our renovated facilities will allow us to expand 

our ministries and programs to the Richmond community by being able to 

accommodate more groups and people,” said Carolyn Chilton, assistant to 

the rector for evangelism and stewardship.

ConstruCtion: BeFore, During & aFter

churches in the diocese of Virginia are in something of a busy season 

when it comes to renovations. check out these glimpses of construction 

projects from richmond to arlington, and several spots in between. 

21

3 4

5

6
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Lynchburg, joined with fellow clergy 
couple the rev. Chip Graves and the 
rev. Lisa Graves to begin a year-long 
independent study to investigate the 
highs and lows of being a clergy couple 
in the Episcopal Church. After an initial 
response of 149 people, Diane realized 
this was a topic people are hungry to 
explore. The brainchild of Diane, now in 
her third year of doctoral studies at VTs, 
the “Clergy Couples Conference” held 
in June brought together clergy couples 
from 12 dioceses. The goal of the four-
day event was to share the joys and 
challenges of being a clergy couple.
 “The people who came and the 

stories they shared confirmed my 
thesis that the Church really needs to 
start looking at clergy couples, as far 
as their needs and the gifts they bring 
to the Church.” The group has created 
a Facebook page and is working on 
a website to learn more about clergy 
couple relationships, and to promote 
resource sharing. 
 The MacPhails both agree that being 
part of a clergy marriage has shaped their 
spiritual life, but not in the ways people 
often expect. They don’t get together 
to share sermons or pray. “That’s not 
some big intentional kind of thing. It’s 
just that her temperament is not as 

when the rev. alexander macphail, 

rector of emmanuel, woodstock, 

and st. andrew’s, mt. Jackson, 

went to seminary in 1999, he 

declared that he would never 

become involved with another 

seminarian. “i just thought i didn’t 

want to deal with the challenges 

of what the nature of that work 

might necessitate,” said alexander. 

eleven years of marriage and 

two kids later, he’s singing a 

different tune: Alexander’s wife 

is the rev. karin macphail, rector 

of cunningham chapel parish, 

millwood. when alexander met 

karin at Virginia theological 

seminary, “all of that went out 

the window because i didn’t 

realize that meeting someone 

you fall in love with would change 

everything.”

The MacPhails, one of over 
15 clergy couples in the 
Diocese, value being part 

of a relationship where their 
partner understands “what it looks 
like from this side of the altar rail,” said 
Alexander. They enjoy bouncing around 
ideas and the occasional theological 
discussion. “I think it’s such a peculiar 
line of work that it’s great to have 
someone who totally gets it, who is 
there with you that you can consult 
with,” said Karin.  

While in seminary, the rev. Diane Vie, 
and her husband, the rev. Todd Vie, 
who both currently serve parishes in 

kEnDall MaRTIn

The MacPhails

ClergY Couple Culture 
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an hour apart and living in a rural area, 
they both understand the flexibility 
that ministry requires and the joys of 
“having a partner who understands 
and supports my ministry,” she added. 
One unique challenge comes with a 
built-in solution: Both the MacPhails and 
the Gaventas credit the help of their 
churches with managing their children 
on sunday mornings. “Parishioners in 
both churches really live out the vows 
they make at baptisms of children,” said 
sarah. “They are a significant part of [my 
son’s] faith formation.”

Committing to date night each week 
is how the rev. Jenny Montgomery, 
rector of st. Andrew’s, Arlington, and her 
husband, the rev. Dr. Joseph e. Glaze, 
overcome the challenge of preserving 
“normalcy” in their marriage. Joseph 

contemplative as mine,” said Alexander. 
Karin agreed: “From a spiritual practices 
point of view, it’s tremendously helpful 
to me to have this really great model and 
witness of faith and how he lives that 
out, because I think we both approach 
things differently.” 

Early in her marriage, and four years 
after ordination, the rev. sarah Kinney 
Gaventa, associate rector of st. Paul’s, 
Ivy, uprooted to Princeton, N.J., so 
her husband , the rev. Matt Gaventa, 
pastor of Amherst Presbyterian Church, 
Amherst, could attend seminary. 
 engaged five months after their first 
(blind) date, there really haven’t been 
too many unexpected challenges, said 
sarah. “The biggest day-to-day challenge 
is that of any working couple – trying to 
find time together.” Working at churches 

is interim pastor of Washington Plaza 
Baptist Church in reston. The couple lives 
in the rectory of Jenny’s parish, and must 
make an effort to create both emotional 
and physical distance. “The greatest 
challenge is finding that time away from 
church, since we are both full-time and 
caught up in our churches,” said Jenny.
 Introduced by a mutual friend, 
Jenny initially resisted meeting Joseph 
because “he was a Baptist pastor with 
six children.” Thirteen years of marriage 
later, “It has been fascinating to me to 
watch the ways God has used both of us 
in ministry,” Jenny said. “Joe has been 
willing, and been very generous and 
gracious to move with me both times I 
have had a call to a parish.” Joseph has 
dual call in the United Church of Christ 
and the American Baptist denominations, 
a potential challenge in their marriage 
that often leads people to ask, “How 
does that work?” Her response, “It’s 
wonderful. It works really well.”
 Joseph even led Jenny’s parish 
weekend at shrine Mont this summer. 
“People love it,” said Jenny. “They 
really enjoy seeing us as a clergy 
couple, and seeing the clergy function 
as a couple.” 
 Between finding time for their 
relationship and managing work/life 
balance, Alexander MacPhail said, 
“every clerical couple is different, and 
you cannot possibly know what it’s like 
from the outside because it’s like every 
other marriage – the culture of each 
marriage is unique.” t

The Clergy Couple Project

The Clergy Couple Project currently 
includes 492 couples – and the 
database is growing. If you would 
like to share your experience as a 
clergy couple for the study, please 
contact the Rev. Diane Vie at 
diane@stjohnslynchburg.org.

Montgomery and Glaze

The Gaventas
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InBrief
GRAcE chuRch, KEsWicK, 
hosted its Fifth Annual Histor-
ic Farm Tour and Country Fair 
this June, welcoming 2,000 
visitors. Farms opened their 
gates to the public, while the 
church grounds were trans-
formed into a country fair 
featuring local artisans, food 
vendors, foot-tapping music, 
jugglers, children activities, 
livestock presentations and 
Civil War re-enactors. Since 
its inaugural event in 2010, 
the Historic Farm Tour has generated over $200,000 to benefit 
outreach organizations, including the local Habitat for Human-
ity, Episcopal Relief & Development, Hospice of the Piedmont 
and more. And it’s a church-wide effort: Over 80 percent of 
Grace parishioners volunteer to make the event a success. The 
next tour will take place June 13, 2015.

The outdoor chapel at sT. GABRiEL’s, LEEsBuRG, was the site 
of the congregation’s first Spanish-language service on Aug. 
3. The parishioners constructed the worship space, which 
includes log benches and a rustic altar. Over 50 worshipers 
joined the first gathering, led by the Rev. Daniel Vélez-Rivera, 
vicar. Come October, the congregation will consider relocating 
the service to its indoor facilities. Services will take place on 
the first Sunday of every month at 1 p.m.

This August, members of 
EpiphAny, OAK hiLL, wel-
comed a new tenant to share 
in their worship space. The 
facilities at Epiphany include 
two worship spaces, one of 
which will be used by New 
Hope Baptist, a Korean-
speaking congregation that 
formerly worshiped at St. 
John’s, Centreville. “It seems 
that in our relationship with 
our new friends, it’s not our 
differences that separate 
us,” wrote the Rev. Hillary 
West, priest-in-charge, in a 
letter to the congregation. 
“Rather, it’s our similari-
ties that continue to draw us 
together, uniting us as God’s 
own, to be about God’s work 
in the world.”

St. Gabriel’s, Leesburg, 

Spanish Service

Grace Church, Keswick, Farm Tour
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Diana Butler Bass is a well-known author on religion and spiritu-
ality. She tours the country for conferences and lecture series, 
and has over 5,000 “likes” on Facebook. So when she visited 
the Celtic Service, a Sunday-night tradition at sT. sTEphEn’s,  
RichMOnD, and posted about her experience on her personal 
Facebook page the next day, folks got to talking. 
 For those who aren’t familiar, the service includes con-
templative prayer, poetry, music, candle lighting and heal-
ing prayer, with “inclusive language throughout,” said Bass. 
Before long, the author’s first-person take on the service had 
received 327 likes, 88 comments and 206 shares. And her tes-
timonial was pretty powerful. Here’s just some of what she 
had to say: 
 “This particular service attracted large numbers of post-
religious people, Christians who are not Episcopalians, and 
people from religions other than Christianity. John Philip New-
ell’s reflection (not sermon) was on why Christians need to be 
on journey with Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, and Hindus – and 
what we learn of God from one another. After the service, one 
walked out the great doors 
of the back of the church and 
you are immediately in line 
for dinner (they have dinner 
together every week). This 
week? An American-style 
picnic on the lawn, with food 
from the church’s farmers 
market (held every Saturday 
morning). You literally go 
from the communion table 
to the picnic table without 
missing a beat. The practice 
of hospitality was complete-
ly interwoven with what hap-
pened in the building. Every-
one was talking to everyone 
else, greeting friends and 
strangers alike. …
 It wasn’t “programming.” 
It was an experience: weav-
ing an environment when the Spirit is welcome, and creating 
the possibility for openness and transformation throughout 
the entire community. And you could tell that the clergy love it 
– that it fed them, too. This is what I’ve been talking about in all  
my books.
 I am freaking moving to Richmond just to go to church! 
It was the single most powerful, symbolically meaningful, 
Christianity-of-the-future, give-me-hope, the-awakening-is-
real church service I’ve been in for a decade (and I have been 
to some amazing worship services). And the teenager even 
liked it – she was most taken by the poetry and the inclusion of 
other religions, as well as the invitation to open communion. …
 Tell me that people aren’t starving for a new kind of church. 
I’m done with convention. Nothing is going to evolve unless we 
risk for the sake of the future. Bring on the revolution.”

St. Stephen’s, Richmond, Celtic Service

On Oct. 17-18, sT. JAMEs ThE LEss, AshLAnD, will host its 
second event aimed at health and wellness. “Designing Well-
ness: An Integrative Approach to Health and Wellness” will 
include sessions on mind-body stress management, acupunc-
ture in the healing process, and diet and yoga. Learn more at 
stjamestheless.com/wellness/.
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Jesus calls us to change and to be changed. opening ourselves, our 

parishes and our ministries to the call of transformation is a journey of 

godly re-creation. yet stewarding the resources and passions that nurture 

transformation can feel overwhelming.  

 The Stewardship … and Change series is offered to inspire agility, 

invite creativity and respond to the mysteries of god that surround us. 

if you have stories of creative transformation to share, tell us more by 

contacting Julie simonton at jsimonton@thediocese.net.

steWarDship … anD Change
What’s trending and transformative in stewardship and development

JulIE sIMonTon anD sTEphanIE guRnsEy hIggIns

Motivating Millennials to Give
tinyurl.com/pj4kcbf
 Check out this Nonprofit Hub 

article on the giving spontaneity 

millennials seek and the impact 

accountability they demand.

Funding Future Ministries 
tinyurl.com/pdv2qmj
 The Episcopal Church 

Foundation’s comprehensive giving 

manual, Funding Future Ministry, has 

just taken a step into the future – well, 

sort of! You can now purchase this 

indispensable resource as an e-book 

for the Kindle, Nook and iPad, and 

hardcopies are still available.

introducing stewardship
tinyurl.com/kgpwgn6
 God doesn’t want our money, 

God just wants us to want it less. 

So says seasoned stewardship 

consultant Kristine Miller. She’s 

coached hundreds of congregations 

on best practices regarding 

stewardship and written extensively 

on the subject. In her “Introducing 

Stewardship” course, she helps 

connect our faith with our wallets 

by offering compelling and practical 

strategies to start – and re-start – 

our stewardship efforts. ChurchNext 

offers this online faith formation 

course for individuals and parishes. 

For scholarship assistance, contact 

jsimonton@thediocese.net.

planned Giving Workshop: northern Virginia Edition
“What Any Church Can Do”
 All the ministries our churches provide in service of God’s mission depend upon the 

availability of financial resources – now and in the future. This workshop will discuss how 

planned gifts to the church help ensure a future that will serve as a testament of your values 

for generations. We’ll provide an overview on planned giving in the church and discuss 

proven tools that any church can use.

 This workshop will be facilitated by Karl Mattison, the 

executive director of the Presbyterian Endowment Education & 

Resource Network – the PEER Network. PEER’s primary innovation 

is developing planned giving tools that are high-quality, yet efficient 

and affordable – tools that can be used at churches of all sizes by 

volunteers and staff alike, tools that enable churches to bring their 

planned giving efforts into the 21st century. 

 The workshop will take place Nov. 1. Registration is $25/person or $50/parish for up 

to four attendees. 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Scholarships are available. Contact Stephanie Higgins 

at shiggins@thediocese.net to register and for workshop location.

not Welcome at this church
tinyurl.com/lb2w242
 Think stewardship is all about 

money? This Ministry Matters article 

outlines seven points reminding us 

that stewardship begins with invitation. 

Want to add to the list? Send your 

thoughts on generous invitation to 

jsimonton@thediocese.net.

stewardship of soul, Earth  
and Body
tinyurl.com/7vlnqzx
 Dan Barber is a celebrated young 

chef – but his passionate ethics and 

intellect have made him much more.  

He’s out to restore food to its rightful 

place vis-à-vis our bodies, our ecologies 

and our economies. And he would 

do this by resurrecting our natural 

insistence on flavor. Learn more in this 

On Being with Krista Tippet post.
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Q: What is spiritual direction? 
spiritual direction is an ancient ministry, a unique one-
on-one relationship in which a trained person (director) 
assists another person (directee) in the search for a closer 
union with God. spiritual Direction is not counseling or 
psychotherapy, but instead a relationship intended to help 
you draw into closer relationship with God. 

Q: Who are spiritual directors? 
spiritual directors are men and women, lay and ordained, 
who have completed extensive formation in the ministry of 
spiritual direction. 

Q: Where can I find a spiritual director? 
•  Virginia Theological seminary, Alexandria (restricted to VTS students)

•  richmond Hill, richmond
• shalem Institute, Bethesda, Md.
•  eastern Mennonite university, Harrisonburg
• Benedictine sisters of Virginia, Bristow
• Find the Divine Directory of retreat Centers
• The Open Door, Charlottesville
• spiritual Directors International 

DoV Q&a
Diocesan staff provide answers to frequently asked questions 
about life in the Diocese of Virginia. 

eD KeithlY, DeputY DireCtor oF transition ministrY

Steeped in the tradition of the Episcopal Church, Goodwin House Alexandria
and Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have a proven history of providing

exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the Northern Virginia.

Celebrating a Tradition of Excellence, 
Creativity and Individuality

Both Communities have:
n Spectacular art and education programs 
n Opportunities for community engagement and volunteering
n On staff Chaplains with various services throughout the week
n Formal, casual & outdoor dining venues
n Wellness Centers and health clubs with indoor pools
n Our lifecare program as well as Long-term Care Insurance 

and refundable entrance fee options

Goodwin House 
Alexandria

4800 Fillmore Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22311

703-578-1000

Goodwin House 
Bailey’s Crossroads
3440 S. Jefferson St.

Falls Church, VA 22041
703-820-1488

www.goodwinhouse.org

Call or come see us today.

GH_DoV Ad_Nov12_Layout 1  11/13/12  12:39 PM  Page 1

It can be a useful tool to find directors near you, but I would 
recommend asking around about names you find and looking 
for folks who have some episcopal affiliation. Ask your priest, 
other ordained ministers or lay leaders for recommendations.

Q: What questions should I ask when considering a prospective 
spiritual director? 
What training do you have in spiritual direction?
What is your personal experience tending to your own prayer life?
What is your experience as a spiritual director?  
How do you continue your education and supervision?
What ethical guidelines do you abide by?

Q: Any other tips?
A best practice is to pick a spiritual director who is not 
affiliated with your church or your life in any way. This can 
seem daunting, but if you use the resources above and search 
your network, you’ll find it’s easier to get beyond your own 
frame of reference.
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DiVing BaCK in: Fall ClergY retreat

This month, the Diocese welcomed the 
rev. Mary Thorpe to the bishop’s staff 
to serve as director of transition minis-
try. ed Keithly, who formerly served as 
vocation officer, will work in partner-
ship with Thorpe as deputy director of 
transition ministry. “I am excited about 
the energy and creativity that will be 
generated by this new team,” said the 
rt. rev. shannon s. Johnston, bishop, in 
an Aug. 25 letter to the Diocese. 
 Thorpe served as rector at 
epiphany, richmond, before joining 
diocesan staff. Prior to her time at 
Epiphany, she served as an interim at 
st. Gabriel’s, Leesburg. Before entering 
seminary, Thorpe held the position of 
senior vice president of federal agency 
relations at Wachovia Bank.
 “Mary brings a breadth of 
experience and a 21st-century mindset 
to this vital position on our staff,” 

Attendees at this year’s Fall Clergy retreat at shrine Mont, Oct. 20-22, will join the rev. Martin 
smith, an episcopal preacher, retreat leader and writer, in an exploration of “diving back in.” 
 “We are already in the deep end in God through our baptism,” writes smith, who most 
recently co-authored the book Go in Peace: The Art of Hearing Confessions, with the rev. Julia 
Gatta. “In this retreat, we can hear the call to take the plunge once more into the experience of 
God’s desire for us.
 “Our great commission is to draw people into taking the plunge into a living experience of 
Father, son and Holy spirit, and so we need occasions like this to dive back ourselves into depths 
from which our fears, routines and preoccupations can easily lure us away,” added smith.
 Learn more and register at thediocese.net.

said Johnston of the new hire, who 
served as chair of the Committee on 
the Diaconate and as dean for region 
XI, in addition to intensive studies on 
the clergy search process during her 
ongoing doctoral studies. “she is a 
wonderful fit for the position of director 
of transition ministry. I know that her 
wisdom and pastoral sensitivity will 
benefit the churches and clergy she will 
serve across the Diocese.”
 ed Keithly brings four years of 
experience on diocesan staff to his new 
position. “His excellent communication 
skills and creative thinking when it 
comes to discernment and vocation will 
be tremendous assets to the team, and 
his experience recruiting and working 
with future church leaders will be put to 
great use,” said Johnston. 
 A former staff member has 
returned to diocesan staff to provide 

The Rev. Martin Smith

Kathlyn Jones Melissa Eadie

staFF aDDitions inCluDe neW transition ministrY team

Ed Keithly

Photos: The Rev. Cayce Ramey, John Dixon

part-time support to the new transition 
ministry team. Kathlyn Jones previously 
served as administrative assistant for 
Christian Formation and for Bishop 
Goff. Bishop Johnston’s decision to 
forgo hiring a bishop’s clerk for the 
coming year provided the budgetary 
opportunity to create this new position.
 As Jones absorbs the administrative 
responsibilities for the transition 
ministry offices, current staff member 
Kendall Martin will become full-time 
communications assistant. Previously, 
Kendall supported both the transition 
ministry and communications offices. 
 In addition, Melissa eadie joins the 
Mission and Outreach office as intern.
 “As always, your diocesan staff 
is poised and ready to help you,” said 
Johnston. t

Kendall MartinThe Rev. Mary Thorpe
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Civil War
 a n d  t h e  L i f e  o f  t h e  d i o c e s e

“Hospitals [for soldiers] have filled the land … and the large 
armies which the Confederate states were obliged to call into 
the field, and occupy on the soil of Virginia, have opened to 
the Missionary activity of the Church, a new, a vast, and most 
interesting field of usefulness.” With these words the Diocesan 
Missionary society reported to the 1863 Diocesan Council of 
Virginia, concerning “the new duties devolved upon them” by 
the Civil War (DOV Council Journal, 1863). An intermittently 
mobile population of approximately 90,000 Confederate 
states soldiers added a significant mission field to a state with 
an 1860 u.s. Census population of about 1.6 million people, a 
task which consumed the Diocese of Virginia at all levels.
 The first challenge was to provide pastoral and worship 
services to the troops. Of the 122 episcopal clergy canonically 
resident in the Diocese of Virginia during the Civil War, at 
least 28, or about 23 percent of the diocesan clergy, officially 
ministered to soldiers. The Confederate states government 
provided for one chaplain per regiment, who normally offered 
sunday worship services, evening prayer meetings and 
pastoral care to the troops. At least 18 diocesan clergy officially 
served as Confederate states Army chaplains for at least 
some period between 1861 and 1865. some of these men, like 
Thomas Ambler of Bruton Parish, Williamsburg, and George 
H. Norton, had been displaced from their parishes by u.s. 
Army operations. Others, like, J.W. Griffin of Lexington Parish, 
Amherst County, and P.G. robert of Newport Parish, Isle of 
Wight County, left ongoing parish ministry for Army chaplaincy.
 The Confederate states Army, however, never enjoyed 
a sufficient number of chaplains, and the Diocese of Virginia 
acted to fill the gap. The 1863 diocesan Council officially 
encouraged regular parish clergy to devote some of their 
time to the Army, and directed Bishop John Johns to 
actively recruit clergy to minister to the Army. The Diocesan 
Missionary society of the Diocese of Virginia appointed and 
funded another 10 missionaries to soldiers during the war. 
Most of these men, like edmund Withers of Christ Church 
Pariah, Lancaster, and e.T. Perkins, st. Matthew’s, Wheeling, 
ministered to the men in the vast hospital system for soldiers 
in the richmond area, while O.s. Barten of Hamilton Parish, 
Fauquier, and John Cole of st. Mark’s Parish, Culpeper, divided 
their time between their parish and the army hospitals in 

a neW DioCesan mission: the solDiers

JulIa RanDlE

Culpeper and Warrenton. some of the army missionaries, 
however, like Thomas Duncan and William Friend, ministered 
to the troops in the field, Duncan as a general missioner to the 
Army and Friend to the troops in Caroline County.
 religious reading materials comprised another spiritual 
hunger of the soldiers in the Army, which the Diocese of 
Virginia strove to meet. The provision of religious literature, 
including tracts, Bibles, testaments and prayer books to 
soldiers through chaplains and agents was supported by 
the Diocesan Missionary society. The society expanded its 
depository in richmond, commissioned soldier-oriented tracts, 
and published an abbreviated liturgy known as the “Camp 
Prayer-Book.” This book went through at least two editions, 
with at least 25,000 copies printed per edition. In addition, the 
Southern Churchman, an Episcopal weekly newspaper closely 
associated with the Diocese of Virginia, substituted columns 
of parish news with content specific to the needs and fears of 
men in combat.
 All of these efforts, whether financing diocesan chaplains 
or publishing religious literature, were funded directly by 
Virginia episcopalians. In those days, special offerings in 
churches and individual donations underwrote diocesan 
ministries. Annual payments of congregations only financed 
the salary of the bishop, the printing of the diocesan Journal 
and similar administrative costs.
 Consequently, all the money for the war-related ministries 
came directly from the wallets of the clergy and the laity in 
the pews during a time of great financial challenge. Individuals 
sent personal donations to the Diocesan Missionary society 
and congregations took up special collections for the society in 
general and for tracts and/or chaplains in specific. subscribers 
to the Southern Churchman bought additional subscriptions 
for soldiers and congregations took up special offerings for 
the same. As noted in the 1862 report on the state of the 
Church, “One of the modes in which the Great Head of the 
Church brings good out of the evils of such a state of things as 
now exists, is in that of calling … to the exercise of self-denial, 
privation and suffering … as instrumental to the welfare and 
benefit of others” (DOV Council Journal, 1862). t
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Rest, Reflect, Renew

Roslyn in Richmond
A Retreat Center of 

the Episcopal Diocese 
of Virginia

Meeting space, 
overnight lodging 
and dining facilities 
situated on 150 
peaceful acres 
overlooking the 
James River Valley.

Visit us at 
roslyncenter.org 
or call 800-477-6296.
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Join Us During Fall Visit Day for Prospective Students

VIRGINIA 
THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARYOnline registration will be available beginning in Sept. at www.vts.edu/admissions

For information email us at admissions@vts.edu or call 703.461.1951,  
toll free 800.941.0083

3737 Seminary Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22304

Traditional Formation for Innovative MinistryTraditional Formation for Innovative Ministry

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2014

Hear about our programs, talk to faculty and students, go to 
classes, attend worship, have lunch and tour the campus.
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Beyond
TogetherReaching

Working

DioCesan CalenDar
For a list of church events, visit thediocese.net/events.

ClergY transitions
The Rev. Ann Dieterle has resigned her position at St. James’s, 

Richmond, where she served as associate rector since 2010. Her 

last Sunday was Aug. 24. She is currently discerning a call in several 

rector search processes.

The Rev. K. nicholas “nik” Forti has been appointed priest-in-

charge of The Fork Church, Doswell. He began his ministry there in 

late August. He recently received an advanced degree in theology 

from Sewanee: The University of the South.

The Rev. catherine hicks has been called as rector of St. Peter’s, 

Port Royal, where she has served as priest-in-charge since 2010.

The Rev. Dr. paul “peter” hogg has been called as interim rector of 

St. John’s, Warsaw, and North Farnham Parish, Farnham. He began 

his part-time ministry on Aug. 10. He most recently served as an 

interim rector in Hampton.

The Rev. natividad Menjivar has been appointed vicar at Santa 

Maria Virgen, Oklahoma City, Okla., and began his ministry there in 

May. He had served at La Iglesia de San Marcos, Alexandria.

The Rev. claudia L. Merritt has been called by St. James the Less 

to serve as interim rector as of Sept. 7. She served as minister of 

spiritual formation at St. Paul’s, Richmond, since 2012.

in memoriam

The Very Rev. Richard Reid, a retired priest of the Diocese of 

Virginia, died on Saturday, Sept. 6. Dean Reid served as dean 

and president of the Virginia Theological Seminary from 1983-

1994. He began teaching at VTS in 1958. He is survived by his 

wife, Helen, three children and seven grandchildren. A funeral 

service was held in Rhode Island, with a memorial service and 

burial to follow at VTS.

Oct. 14: new clergy Orientation, Diocesan offices at Mayo House, 

Richmond

Oct. 16: EcW Fall Meeting, All Saints’, Richmond

Oct. 17-18: Anti-Racism Workshop, St. Mark’s, Richmond

Oct. 20-22: Bishop’s Fall clergy Retreat, Shrine Mont

Oct. 27-30: Fall camp, Shrine Mont

nov. 7-9: pyM senior high Weekend, Shrine Mont

Annual council

Annual Council will take place Jan. 22-24, 2015, at the Downtown 

Marriott Hotel in Richmond. 

 Registration opens in late October, with newly discounted 

rates. Stay tuned for more details on resolutions, nominations and 

pre-council hearings. thediocese.net/council/2015

The Rev. Leigh preston has accepted a position as associate rector 

at St. Paul’s in Chattanooga, Tenn. She had previously served as 

assistant rector at St. Stephen’s, Richmond.

The Rev. B. cayce Ramey has been called as rector of All Saints’, 

Sharon Chapel, in Alexandria. He started his ministry there in 

September. He had been serving as assistant rector at St. Alban’s, 

Annandale.

The Rev. Benson “Ben” shelton has been called as rector of St. 

Stephen’s, Culpeper. He began his ministry there on Sept. 16. He has 

served as assistant rector at St. Francis’, Great Falls, since 2010. 

The Rev. Elaine E. Thomas has been called by St. Paul’s Memorial, 

Charlottesville, to be associate rector. She is currently serving in 

the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, where she is the curate at 

St. Edward the Confessor Church in Lancaster. She will begin her 

ministry on Nov. 2.

The Rev. Elizabeth W. “Liz” Tomlinson has been appointed priest-in-

charge at St. Paul’s, Baileys Crossroads. She began her ministry in July 

as a deacon. She is a recent graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary.

James M. Lee, President 
P.O. Box 29074
Richmond, VA  23242
(804) 332-1274
jlee@lee-cc.com  l www.lee-cc.com

Lee Construction 
Consultants LLC
Assisting the Vestry in the management of their  
design and construction teams
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 El ministerio de los obispos 
evolucionó para guiarlas y servir 
como símbolo de la unidad de estas 
comunidades. Esta forma de vivir la fe 
en unidad resultó ser la mejor manera 
de fortalecer la vida de la iglesia 
cristiana porque las comunidades 
unidas progresaron al estar rodeadas 
de un mayor número [de comunidades] 
en una relativa proximidad. Tal como 
dice el refrán, “todos para uno y uno 
para todos.” La organización por 
diócesis fue tan provechosa para la 
estabilidad y la vitalidad de la fe que en 

el año 325, el Concilio de Nicea decretó que la diócesis (en lugar 
de la congregación) sería la unidad básica y esencial de la iglesia 
cristiana. Así, la fe fue Diocesana porque las congregaciones se 
necesitan mutuamente.
 Ahora, aquí estamos como la diócesis de Virginia. No hay 
duda en los últimos 407 años, la misma historia que se desarrolló 
en la antigua iglesia se fue dando en nuestra tierra. Desde el 
principio, en 1607, los colonos formaron congregaciones para 
poder tener un ministerio más fuerte y para proveer para su 
vida en común. Cuando la revolución Americana disolvió los 
lazos formales entre nuestras iglesias coloniales y la Iglesia de 
Inglaterra, las congregaciones que sobrevivieron a esos tiempos 
difíciles pronto formaron una diócesis propia (en 1785), un 
testimonio de aquel antiguo principio de la mutua necesidad 
que tenían las congregaciones. en 1789, la Diócesis de Virginia 
entonces se convirtió en una de las nueve diócesis fundadoras 
de la Iglesia Episcopal, demostrando nuevamente el punto – esta 
vez a escala nacional – que la iglesia es más fuerte cuando está 
fundada sobre la vida y el testimonio que se extiende más allá 
del contexto local. 
 Durante los siglos siguientes, nuestra historia ha dado 
testimonio del compromiso mutuo que hay en el “todos para 
uno y uno para todos.” Desde 1785 hasta cerca de 1814, tuvimos 
un tímido y, por lo tanto, débil comienzo como una diócesis. 
Pero desde entonces nos hemos convertido en una de las 
mayores diócesis episcopales en los Estados Unidos, guiados por 
una tradición de fuerte liderazgo laico y una afortunada serie de 
obispos visionarios que fueron especialmente entusiastas para el 
crecimiento de la iglesia.
 En estas páginas, usted leerá acerca de la vida y el 
ministerio actual de nuestra diócesis. Encontrará cristianos 
comprometidos y congregaciones vibrantes que conforman 
lo que somos en 182 comunidades de fe. una diócesis es más 
fuerte que la suma de sus partes, y así que todos nosotros 
tenemos un testimonio cristiano y un ministerio más sólido 
por ser parte de una iglesia diocesana. Juntos celebramos 
esta gracia. t

Traducido por el Rev. Thomas G. Mansella

sentiDo De pertenenCia

ThE RT. REV. shannon s. JohnsTon

Los evangelios coinciden en que Jesús llamó a sus discípulos 
poco después de su bautismo, cuando Él estaba comenzando 
su ministerio público. ¿Pensó alguna vez por qué Jesús quiso 
llamar discípulos para que le siguieran? Jesús ciertamente podría 
han llevado a cabo su ministerio por sí mismo. Pero no lo hizo. 
esa no fue su voluntad. No; Jesús llamó a un grupo de personas 
para ser parte de su vida itinerante y su ministerio (y, por cierto, 
aquellos a quienes él llamó tenían diferentes creencias políticas 
y religiosas, incluso radicalmente diferentes unas de otras). ¿Por 
qué Jesús formaría un grupo?
 Estoy convencido de que Jesús hizo esto desde el principio 
con el fin de mostrar que su evangelio debía basarse en la 
comunidad – no en una comunidad basada en la conformidad 
o formas de pensar semejantes, pero en una comunidad que 
apoyaba unos a otros en su relación con Dios, sirviéndose los 
unos a otros y sirviendo a las necesidades del mundo que les 
rodeaba. La fe en Dios no debía ser tanto un ejercicio de piedad 
individual sino más bien fue demostrada por las cualidades de 
la Mutualidad. La rectitud y piedad personal son ciertamente 
importantes, pero, como nos muestran los Evangelios, estas 
cualidades no son fines en sí mismos. Nuestra piedad debe 
orientarse externamente hacia otros para ser, precisamente, 
actos de piedad. Es del mismo Jesús que podemos deducir 
que la fe cristiana, aunque siempre personal, no es meramente 
“individual” y nunca es un asunto privado. Desde sus orígenes, 
la fe cristiana es comunitaria porque las personas son partes de 
una comunidad.
 Jesús encargó a los discípulos (quienes le siguen) a ser 
apóstoles (quienes son enviados). Los envió a proclamar el 
evangelio y edificar la iglesia, fundando comunidades en que 
personas se alentaban mutuamente y se ayudaban a vivir el 
evangelio. La misión fue clara: su ministerio debía organizarse 
comunitariamente. Y así, las congregaciones cristianas, 
primero como “iglesias caseras,” comenzaron a aparecer en 
todas partes. Los primeros cristianos reconocieron que eran 
más fuertes juntos que estando solos. reconocieron que los 
ministerios organizados a partir de una comunidad eran mucho 
más eficaces que aquello que podría lograr una sola persona. Y 
así, se formaron las primeras congregaciones.
 Poco antes del año 100 D.C., las congregaciones 
descubrieron que la misma necesidad que tenían los individuos 
para pertenecer a una comunidad, era la misma necesidad 
que tenían las congregaciones para pertenecer a una entidad 
mayor. su existencia estaba amenazada por los cambios 
políticos y sociales. Era inevitable que, al estar separados de 
otras congregaciones, las enseñanzas de cada comunidad y las 
costumbres comenzaran a variar significativamente de las de 
otras comunidades y, como resultado, la unidad esencial de la fe 
se vio amenazada. Cada congregación necesitaba el apoyo y la 
protección ofrecida por todas los demás en cada región y desde 
ese principio organizativo todos podrían aprovechar de una 
tradición y del orden común. Por supuesto, con congregaciones 
unidas en ministerios comunes, la iglesia pudo cumplir su misión 
en una escala mayor a la que las congregaciones individualmente 
no podrían haber logrado. Y así nacieron las diócesis.

Obispo Johnston
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Church Schools in the  
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia 
Providing outstanding  
educational experiences  
throughout the Commonwealth

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School 
Coed JK-12 Day 
Alexandria
SSSAS.org

All Girls JK-12 Day 
Richmond
st.catherines.org

All Boys JK-12 Day 
Richmond
stchristophers.com

Christchurch School
Coed 9-12 Boarding & Day  
Middlesex County 
christchurchschool.org

All Girls 8-12 Boarding/Day  
Tappahannock 
sms.org

Coed PreK-12 Day  
8-12 Boarding
Staunton
stuarthallschool.org

THE WORLD 
COULD  
USE MORE 
CREATIVE 
COURAGEOUS 
& CREDIBLE  
LEADERS

WE EDUCATE TOMORROW’S CHANGE MAKERS

Each of the Church Schools admits students without regard to race, color religion, or national or ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to the students of the school.



1  Members of Resurrection, Alexandria, packed 10,152 meals for the hungry on 

June 29 through the Stop Hunger Now program.

2  The GIRLs and BOYs groups from St. George’s, Fredericksburg, hosted a 

Skype session for attendees at the Episcopal Youth Event to share their story of 

participating in the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.

3  Bishop Johnston celebrated the new ministry of the Rev. Alex Riffee as rector 

at St. James’, Louisa, on Aug. 8. 

4-5  Members of the Diocese joined members of the Pamunkey Indian Tribe 

in August to learn about the reservation and discuss the diocesan-tribe 

relationship. The Native American Ministry Team most recently assisted the 

Pamunkey people in the reconstruction of a reservation school house. 
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