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COVER PHOTO
This issue includes cover art created by designer John Dixon
with the help of diocesan staff members and their families, who
gladly took a little break from their work and summer vacation
schedules to color the paper dolls used for the cover photo.
The paper dolls, and the act of diocesan staff and their
families working together, exemplify the theme of this issue
– connection – and how we, together with the entire Anglican
Communion, play a vital role in working toward our common
goal of advancing the Kingdom.

CORRECTION
Fostering a Web of Connections: Central America –Spring 2015
The photo included with this article incorrectly identified
the new consecrated Bishop of El Salvador as the Most Rev.
Armando Guerra Soria. The Rt. Rev. David Alvarado was
consecrated as the second bishop of El Salvador.
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SABBATICAL WILL BE ABOUT RECONNECTING
THE RT. REV. SHANNON S. JOHNSTON
As I announced in my PastoA special note from Bishop Johnston:
ral Address at our Diocese’s
As I drafted the missive below, the General
Annual Council back in JanuConvention of the Episcopal Church was almost
ary, I shall take a sabbatical
three weeks away. Printing requirements and
from September 1 until Dedeadlines prevented me from offering any
cember 31. Actually, the sabperspective of the Convention in those lines.
batical leave itself is three
Instead, our editorial team asked me to write about
months (something of a stanmy upcoming sabbatical, the next “big” topic after
dard length) but I am linkBishop Johnston
this edition of the Virginia Episcopalian hits your
ing it to my month of annual
mailbox. Our team, however, ensured that space
reconnect with family and
vacation. This comes after I
was saved in the magazine to include significant
friends who live in other
have completed eight years
Convention coverage and still meet our summer
parts of the country. I’m
in my ministry as a bishop
edition deadline.
rather ashamed to admit
in the Diocese of Virginia.
that over the years my
In making this decision, I conhabit of overworking has caused me to neglect many of the
sulted with the Standing Committee, our diocesan staff,
most meaningful relationships in my life. It’s strange to say,
Bishops Goff and Gulick (as well as a number of fellow bishops
but I’ve lost touch with some of the people who mean the
across the Episcopal Church), and my spiritual director. All have
world to me and to whom I owe so much. Since Ellen will be
been most supportive, emphasizing that taking a sabbatical
busy during my sabbatical time with her work for the Center
is important not only for my own well-being but also as an
for Liturgy and Music at the Virginia Theological Seminary, I
example of self-care for all of our clergy. I quite understand
will travel to see people who are definitive in my life, those
both points, but in no way do I take a sabbatical for granted.
who make some of my very best memories. Some of those
So, I must say how deeply grateful I am for the support I have
are friendships that go back to my earliest boyhood and
received in taking this leave.
my adolescence, while others are friends from my adult life
Even though sabbaticals are common, not everyone is
before I entered the ministry. I will see seminary classmates
familiar with what one is, so I’ll cover a few basics. The term
with whom I shared such uniquely formative time, and I will
“sabbatical” is derived from the biblical word “sabbath,”
meaning a time of rest. Logically enough, it became customary go to beloved clergy-colleagues who saw me through thick
and thin. And, of course, family. I rarely see any of my nuclear
for a sabbatical to occur in a seventh year, since the sabbath
or extended family, and even then for only a very short time.
day is the seventh day. However, nowadays the timing
That is just plain wrong, and it must be put right.
differs from place to place, as is the case with the various
I will tell them all that, in spite of my neglectfulness, I
policies of congregations in our Diocese. For clergy who serve
love them and always have. I will also be sure that this time of
congregations full-time, the length of a typical sabbatical also
reconnection is not a one-and-done sort of thing but rather
differs, ranging from two or three months to as long as six
will be the impetus to stay in close touch, however we can. It’s
months. The purpose of a sabbatical is to take a period for
cliché, but so true: Life is just too short to lose any of its best
rest and renewal, but this might include undertaking some
parts. As this reconnecting comes from my heart, I know that
special project. Should such a project be proposed, I always
it will also come back to my heart. In the end, I will simply be a
counsel that it should itself be in some way rejuvenating
better, more whole, person.
and important personally. I make that point because I do
Allow me to conclude this article by inviting all of you
not believe in “working” sabbaticals in the case of parochial
to use this same period of September through December to
clergy; to me, that is a contradiction in terms.
find ways to “reconnect” with the ones who mean something
The time has come for me. The demands of my position
uniquely special to you—family, friends and other loved ones.
have most certainly taken their tolls. So, I will spend a good
It doesn’t matter so much “how” to do this; I simply urge you
deal of time simply at home, which is so restorative for me. I
to do so. You just never know what that might mean to the
look forward to quality-time with Ellen, including some dayothers or what will bless you as a result. But I do know that
trips and overnight excursions to do things that my workaday
holding our loved ones as closely as possible is to embrace
world does not allow. I will also catch up on my reading, much
God’s grace. t
of which I simply have no time for in a given work week. Yes,
there will be some study in order to stay current and edified
for my ministry as a bishop. But also I will enjoy a few great,
classic novels I’ve never read.
Mainly, however, I plan to use my sabbatical as a time to
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Presiding Bishop-Elect

The Rt. Rev.
Michael Curry

2
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Bishop Michael Curry addresses
those gathered in Salt Lake City
for the Bishops Against Gun
Violence March.

The 78th General Convention was truly historic in
many ways, but certainly in the election of the Rt.
Rev. Michael Curry, bishop of North Carolina, as our
Presiding Bishop-Elect.
Through the sheer power of his spirit, Bishop Curry can
help Episcopalians touch the hearts of people all over this land
– all over this world.
During his time as bishop, Curry has taken his diocese to
what some have referred to as “21st-century Galilee,” where
churches engage with the broader community in order to
continue spreading the Gospel. He instituted a network
of canons, deacons and youth professionals dedicated
to supporting the ministry that already happens in local
congregations and to refocusing the diocese on the Millennium
Development Goals through a $400,000 campaign to buy
malaria nets.
Throughout his ministry, Bishop Curry also has been
active in issues of social justice, immigration policy and
marriage equality – priorities he continues to cite.
His extensive and broad ministry experiences give him a
unique opportunity to offer wise guidance in preparing The
Episcopal Church to meet the needs of our ever-changing world.
The Presiding Bishop-Elect will begin his service on a firm
foundation. With her profound intellect and humble spirit,
the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, our current Presiding
Bishop, has pushed boundaries for the Church without losing
her reconciling spirit.
Now comes Bishop Curry – a preacher whose very
presence can excite a room. His message that “nothing can
stop the movement of God’s love in this world,” delivered in
a voice that sings with authenticity, will resonate far beyond
our congregations and ministries. It can touch the broader
community. It can connect with those millions in search of
something bigger than themselves. To put it simply, Michael
Curry speaks in a language that the culture can understand.
His academic record is extensive. Born in Chicago, Bishop

“I know full well that Bishop Curry has
amazing gifts for vision, motivation and
encouragement, just what we need in this
time of renewal for our Church.”
– The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, Bishop of Virginia.

Curry attended public schools in Buffalo, and graduated with
high honors from Hobart College in Geneva, N.Y., in 1975.
He received a master of divinity degree in 1978 from Yale
University Divinity School. He also has studied at The College
of Preachers, Princeton Theological Seminary, Wake Forest
University, the Ecumenical Institute at St. Mary’s Seminary,
and the Institute of Christian Jewish Studies.
Bishop Curry was ordained to the diaconate in June
1978 at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Buffalo, and to the priesthood in
December 1978 at St. Stephen’s, Winston-Salem, N.C. He began
his ministry as deacon-in-charge at St. Stephen’s, WinstonSalem, in 1978 and was rector there from 1979 to 1982. He next
accepted a call as the rector of St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln
Heights, Ohio, where he served from 1982 to 1988.
In 1988, he became rector of St. James’, Baltimore, where
he served until his election as bishop of North Carolina.
And so the first African American Presiding Bishop will
succeed the first woman Presiding Bishop – a scenario few
would have foreseen a decade ago. But then this is no time
for business as usual – not in the aftermath of the tragedy in
Charleston, not when the gap between haves and have-nots
has grown to grotesque extremes, not when refugees from
violence live from day to day in overgrown shantytowns.
Let us not fall into the trap of thinking that one dynamic
leader can do it alone. The Presiding Bishop-Elect is all about
community – all about us. He prays for a church “passionately
committed to making disciples.”
Michael Curry wrote a book a few years ago called “Crazy
Christians.” The title alone is a reminder of something we too
often forget: Christians are “crazy.” We are countercultural.
We are called to a radical mission of loving God and loving one
another. That’s a calling that nothing can stop. t

The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry
addresses the House of Deputies
shortly after being confirmed as
Presiding Bishop-Elect.
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MARRIAGE
EQUALITY

That which unites us at the foot of the Cross is so much
more powerful than the disagreements that can divide

focus on Jesus even clearer. What’s more, we realize that
it is all the others in the circle who together contribute
to a fuller perspective of our Lord.

us. That was the message from Bishop Shannon S.
Johnston as the 78th General Convention dealt with a
number of challenging and occasionally contentious
issues, including the debate over marriage equality.
To Bishop Johnston, the “center” is not simply a position
or an opinion; it is also a methodology. That’s because the
“center” is our common faith in Jesus and our love for His
Church. Here’s what the Bishop wrote about the “center”
during his time at the Convention in Salt Lake City:
So, one can be a progressive/liberal or a traditional/
conservative and still be a centrist! Yes, this might
require, at times, that two sides engage in the art of
compromise but the issue goes much deeper than that.
What I mean is this: Knowing just “what” we hope to
achieve is not enough. Being in the center means paying
as much attention to the “how” as to the “why.” This
is something altogether different and is certainly more
difficult. A committed centrist insists that the end
does not justify the means. To meet in the center is to
realize that each of the contesting sides must be given
a full and profoundly respectful hearing in order to
come to understand the truth. Expect a centrist to hold
you accountable to those standards, being convinced
that such careful consideration and deliberation will
produce the answer with the most integrity.
In the end, after the decision is made and the dust
settles, we’ve done everything we can to be sure that
the circle remains intact—everyone is still there—our
4
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The centrist spirit was upheld as the 78th General Convention
approved a way forward on marriage equality as part of the
life and witness of our Church. Here’s how Bishop Johnston
described that decision:
Rather than attempting to achieve that goal [of
marriage equality] simply by canonical changes to be
applied to the Book of Common Prayer (which would
have been, in my view, certainly unwise if not illegal),
the Convention instead opted for the adoption of
services for Trial Use, as provided for in our Constitution
and Canons. The conscience clause provision for a
diocesan bishop and priests honors our strongly held
differences even as we move on in a matter that
Episcopalians have studied, debated and prayed about
for 40 years. It was time to take our stand and we did so
in a spirit that honors our common bond in Christ.
NEXT STEPS AND THE FUTURE OF MARRIAGE
EQUALITY IN THE DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA
In response to the two adopted resolutions regarding
marriage and blessing liturgies, the bishops of Virginia
affirmed those decisions and developed guidelines for our
Diocese. (The document “Guidelines: Marriage and Blessing
Liturgies effective 1st Advent 2015, November 29,” can be
found at http://www.thediocese.net/Services/Marriage/)
The changes approved by the Convention include
two new rites for trial use: The Witnessing and Blessing of a
Marriage, and The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage 2.

(Above) Virginia’s deputation in action.
(Top) Worship at the 78th General Convention.
(Right) Virginia Deputy Russ Randle addresses the House
of Deputies.

Remaining in use for opposite-sex couples are The
1979 Book of Common Prayer rites for The Celebration and
Blessing of a Marriage, The Blessing of a Civil Marriage and An
Order for Marriage.
Until the first Sunday of Advent (November 29) of this
year, The Witnessing and Blessing of a life-long Covenant, which
was adopted at the 77th General Convention three years ago,
may be used for same-sex couples. It may not be used with
opposite-sex couples who choose not to marry for financial or
other reasons. After November 29, 2015, this liturgy of blessing
may be used solely for same-sex couples in jurisdictions where
same-sex marriage is not legal. Because marriage of same-sex
couples is legal in Virginia, this rite will not be authorized in the
Diocese of Virginia after November 29.
You can read the full canon on the Celebration and
Blessing of Marriage by going http://www.thediocese.net/
Services/Marriage and clicking on “Guidelines: Marriage and
Blessing Liturgies effective 1st Advent 2015, November 29.” It
states the responsibilities of the clergy and of couples who
desire to marry in the Church. t

THE CENTER AISLE TRADITION CONTINUES
ED JONES
The sixth time around was a
sweet run for Center Aisle, the
daily opinion journal offered by
the Diocese of Virginia to General
Convention. We re-invented
ourselves during our two weeks
in Salt Lake City, and the changes
seemed to be a hit.
Increasing our digital content
gave us the opportunity to
expound at length on our short list
of priorities, as well as on issues
that might easily have been lost
amid the maze of resolutions
and meetings. Beyond our
commentaries on the “Big Issues”

of a new Presiding Bishop, re-imagining
the Church and marriage equality, we
wrote about such things as ministries
for the deaf and Utah’s trailblazing
approach to homelessness. We also had
our first ever Spanish content!
Since information on which
resolutions were passed and which were
nixed is so readily available, we focused
in our two-page daily print product and
through our social media outlets on a
more selective list of issues, rather than
trying to be comprehensive.
The response was positive.
There’s another change too. Rather
than disappearing between General

Conventions, we plan to continue to
refresh the Center Aisle website on a
monthly basis as we begin the threeyear countdown to the 79th General
Convention in Austin.
So please keep reading us at
centeraisle.net -- and keep writing
to us. From our birth at the 2000
General Convention in Denver,
Center Aisle has been on a journey
to rediscover the ties that unite us at
the foot of the cross. There’s much
to discuss and debate as our Church
finds new ways to live into our
ministries in the 21st century. t

SUMMER 2015 / VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN

5

Our Diocesan Identity
& Community
The fourth in a
series about what it
means to be a part
of the Diocese of
Virginia community.

ED JONES

Looking for the richness of Anglicanism? You won’t find it in one place. The
beauty of our worldwide communion is in the way diversity lives within
unity. You see that diversity in the pews of our own Diocese, where one of
our largest parishes is primarily Latino. You see it in the worship services of
Anglicans in the heart of Africa, halfway around the world, as I discovered
during a visit a couple of years ago.
As the Sunday service in the
cathedral in Bukavu headed into its third
hour, amid dancing, singing and swaying,
snatches of intermittent liturgy reminded
me of home; they reaffirmed that this
worship service was indeed part of the
Anglican/Episcopal family. The fact that
this Pentecost celebration was taking
place in the eastern Congo – right in the
middle of one of the most violent and
war-scarred parts of the world – made
that familiarity even more surreal.
From rural outposts amid the
mountainous backwaters of Ecuador to
a pristine cathedral in Paris, from medical
missions in Haiti to peacemaking efforts
in Korea, the Anglican/Episcopal world is
truly global in scale.
So what kind of community is it?
How can someone in the pews of the
Diocese of Virginia relate to such a
sprawling, diverse Anglican Communion?
Why should we care about parishes in
other lands when our focus is so often on
the good works and worship services of
our own communities?
For most of this year in the Virginia
Episcopalian, we’ve been telling stories

that reflect how our Diocese (the largest
in the United States) creates community
as the basic unit of our church structure.
But there are bigger communities as well
– our Episcopal Church, with 110 dioceses;
and the Anglican Communion, with 44
provinces and associated churches all
over the world.
Much has been written about what
binds us together as a national church or
as a worldwide communion – connections
to the Church of England, liturgies. But
the threads of Anglicanism are hard to
capture in words. The proposal for an
Anglican Covenant, drafted several years
ago as a way of stating the beliefs that
unite us, produced little traction.
Perhaps we should be more
interested in witnessing our actions
than in detailing our structures. That’s
what Jesse Zink thinks, after compiling
the 2014 narrative of his travels,
“Backpacking through the Anglican
Communion.” His subtitle is “A Search
for Unity.” As Zink explains in the
book, his writings “were born of a
deep frustration with the narrative of
disunity” that so often characterizes
Identity continued on page 8
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The Rev. Deacon Carey Chirico of St. George’s,
Fredericksburg, during her time in the Congo.

North & Central America
Africa

South America

Caribbean

Asia

Europe

Middle East

Did You Know…
Beyond the parish, beyond the Diocese, lies a big, wide
Anglican/Episcopal world. Indeed, there are 85 million of
us on six continents in more than 165 countries.
• A bout 1.8 million call the Episcopal Church home; that’s
a little over 2 percent of the worldwide total.
• What our Church lacks in numbers, though, is more
than made up in geographical diversity. The Episcopal
Church includes parishes and missions in 16 countries
and dependencies – even more if you include a farflung parish or two. Our reach extends from Guam (the
Episcopal Church in Micronesia); to Curacao, a member
nation of The Netherlands (part of the Diocese of
Venezuela); to Switzerland (part of the Convocation of
Episcopal Churches in Europe).

• The range is even greater for the Anglican Communion,
of which the Episcopal Church is one of 38 member
churches or provinces. (There are six other associated
churches.) One of the other provinces is the Church
in Melanesia, based in the Solomon Islands. A recent
Archbishop of Canterbury toured the province once by
outrigger canoe.
• With nuns, monks, a presence at the United Nations and
a triennial General Convention that includes one of the
largest legislative bodies in the world, the Episcopal
Church is a lot more than your hometown church.
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Identity continued from page 6

the Anglican Communion. The emphasis
always seems to be on what divides us,
rather than what unites us.
So Zink, a doctoral student and
chaplain at Cambridge University in
England who has lived in the United
States, proposes that we change the
question: Rather than, “what makes an
Anglican an Anglican,” he proposes the
question should be, “how do those of us
who claim membership in the Anglican
tradition relate to one another.”
Or put another way, Zink writes: “I
am more interested in the nature and
quality of our belonging than I am in
articulating just what it is we belong to.”
The answer for Zink and for so many
who have dipped into the richness of the
Anglican world is that our relationships
with our fellow followers of Christ are
connected to our witness to the world – in
other words, the ties that unite us are our
missions and ministries all over the globe.
That’s a richness that is particularly
accessible to those in the Diocese of
Virginia, thanks to a world mission
program that is unparalleled among
Episcopal dioceses. Parishioners in
Virginia have lent support to West
Africans enduring the horrors of the
Ebola epidemic, provided inoculations
for schoolchildren in post-quake Haiti,
collaborated with the Church of England
on reconciliation efforts and empowered
rape victims in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo.
8

The Rev. Bartholomew Anei in Wau Cathedral, Diocese of Wau, Episcopal Church of
the Sudan.

The Rt. Rev. Brent Alawas of the Diocese of the Northern Philippines in the Episcopal
Church in the Philippines begins worship at St. Simon Peter Episcopal Church in Sagada
where he confirmed over 30 congregants.

In doing so, we have worked with
Anglicans and others around the world
in ways that build relationships and that
enrich worship.
Amid all the vagueness of what
unites us as Anglicans lies a very clear
point: to be officially part of the Anglican
Communion means to be in communion
with the see of Canterbury – the
Archbishop of Canterbury.
So perhaps it is telling to recall a
submission to the Diocese of Virginia’s
daily opinion journal, Center Aisle, during
the 77th General Convention of the
Episcopal Church three years ago. The
article came from the then Bishop of
Durham in England. Its message was
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as clear as any Anglican call can be: The
answer to the divisions in our Church and
in our communion is the mission work
we do side by side in living into our call to
love our neighbors. It’s the same message
that comes from Jesse Zink.
The author of that 2012 submission
to Center Aisle was Justin Welby, the
current Archbishop of Canterbury. As he
has risen to the top of our Communion,
the path to how we can build Anglican
identity has become more and more
clear. It is through the ways we relate to
one another. Know us, not by our words,
but by our deeds – our work together to
fulfill our call to love another. t

LIFE-LONG AND LIFE-WIDE: THE BISHOP’S SPRING CONFERENCE
JULIE SIMONTON
“Formation: Transform, Create, Inspire” – that was the
program that drew more than 200 lay staff, clergy and spouses
to Shrine Mont for the annual Bishop’s Spring Conference
May 6-8.  Bishop Johnston’s goal was to equip both lay
professionals and clergy for ministry in new and exciting ways.
Joining participants in these efforts was Dr. Lisa Kimball,
director of the Center for Ministry of Teaching at Virginia
Theological Seminary, where she also serves as professor of
Christian formation and congregational leadership. Lisa is
an energetic and gifted speaker who challenged attendees
through the understanding that “forming mature faith life-long
and life-wide is at the heart of the Church’s mission. It requires
working beyond traditional models of Christian education and
reaching together for practices that heal and transform.”
Global Anglican colleagues, a tai chi instructor, lay
professionals, bishops and diocesan staff members led
workshops during the first morning. Topics ranged from
church growth programs in the Diocese of Liverpool to the
mindfulness of ancient martial arts; from Easter Vigil liturgy
and music to generations theory; from hikes up North
Mountain to “Harry Potter from the Pulpit”; from caring for
the loved ones of church professionals to cozying up with a
good book; and from the mysteries of God and the child to
creative and fearless mission initiatives.
The Rev. Jonathan Bryan, a retired priest from Alexandria
and the conference homilist, wrote that the spring conference
is “just getting better and better.” So, lay staff, clergy and
spouses, mark your calendars for 2016. We’ll see you on the
Mountain May 2-4! t

“Lisa’s infectious
zeal for life-long
and life-wide
Christian Formation
is something we
cannot emphasize
enough.”

“I am thankful for
all those who work
so hard to make
this conference a
possibility. I am
already looking
forward to our
time together next
spring.”

“The workshop
I attended was
excellent with
wonderfully helpful
and practical tools
and suggestions.”

“A great conference!!!
I was inspired and
energized and have
used some of what
I learned in my
sermons.”

“Lisa was not the
typical expert who
told us what to do,
but she was the
expert who implicitly
trusted us to think
for ourselves. She
set a new standard
of excellence for
leaders of the
conference.”

“I think Patricia
Lyons’ Harry Potter
workshop is one of
the best workshops
I’ve ever been to.”

Meeting attendees listen
as The Rt. Rev. Shannon
S. Johnston makes
introductory remarks.
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THE SIXTH CONSULTATION OF ANGLICAN BISHOPS
ASHLEY CAMERON
“We need not walk apart
in discerning the mission of
Christ in the World,” states
A Testimony of Love: Bearing
One Another’s Burden, the final product of The Sixth Consultation of Anglican Bishops
in Dialogue. The Consultation
serves as a gathering to “continue the ongoing commitment of Bishops from North
America and Africa following
the Lambeth Conference of
2008 to meet annually for
consultation, fellowship and
mutual support within the
context of shared ministry of
leadership in the Mission of
The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston and the Sixth Consultation of Anglican Bishops participate in
Jesus Christ.”
worship at Grace & Holy Trinity, Richmond.
The Sixth Consultation,
hosted by Bishop Shannon
Johnston, took place within the Diocese of Virginia at
the bishops testified. “Seeking understanding and healing
Richmond Hill Retreat Center from May 27-31. Eighteen
requires a firm but gentle approach, leading people away from
bishops from 16 dioceses and eight countries, from Canada,
denial or the natural desire toward easy solution.”
the United States and all around Africa, assembled around the
Open, honest communication through sharing of
theme of “Bearing One Another’s Burden” (Galatians 6:2). The experiences and contexts deepens the testimony that the
dialogue comes at a time when reconciliation and healing are
participating bishops offer to record their witness. Their
at the forefront of the Church’s ministry within the Anglican
written statement is not a call to action but a reminder of the
Communion and here, in the Diocese of Virginia.
importance of our discernment and of our decision to walk
Many dioceses in Africa disagree with decisions The
together in our life together in the Communion.
Episcopal Church has taken relating to human sexuality and
While the bishops are not expected to produce a
Scripture. The bishops meet because of their differences,
specific call to action, the gathering has generated interest
not in spite of their differences. They strongly agree that
throughout the Anglican Communion, and the statement is
the way to deal with differences is to stay together, stay in
shared around the world. The bishops simply and humbly
communication and stay in relationship.
“invite all who read this Testimony to be servant leaders in
Bishops are called to work with each other to “share
healing and reconciliation where they encounter despair, pain,
in the leadership of the Church throughout the world.”
conflict, or brokenness in the Church and in the world. Take
A dialogue that began tentatively with a small number of
up one another’s burdens in the spirit of the radical hospitality
bishops has grown, with the inclusion of other leaders in the
Christ offers to everyone.” t
world Church. This evolution has broadened and increased the
voices of those whose hope for Church leaders is that they
become agents and ministers of reconciliation. “We learned
once again it is not easy to fully face the pain of division
whether its roots are social, ideological, economic or racial,”

To read the full testimony, please visit, http://www.thediocese.net/eResources/Demographics/Anglican-Bishops-in-Dialogue/
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FIRST STEPS IN RACIAL RECONCILIATION INITIATIVE
Hand-in-Hand Listening Sessions
ASHLEY CAMERON
Racial reconciliation has been a priority for Bishop Shannon
Johnston. In his Pastoral Address to the 2015 Annual Diocesan
Council, he stated, “I believe that we must begin the work of
reconciliation among ourselves, in our congregations and as a
diocese as a whole.”
In response to that call, the Diocese has taken the first
steps in a major initiative that will focus on gaining a better
understanding of racism and of the rising racial tensions in our
nation and the world.
The initiative began last April with three Hand-in-Hand
Listening Sessions hosted by the Diocese. Sessions were held
at Epiphany Church, Richmond; Trinity Church, Fredericksburg;

Photo: Kendall Martin

Bishop Shannon Johnston welcomes everyone to the Hand-inHand Listening Session at Epiphany, Richmond.

and The Falls Church, Falls Church. Each session followed
the South African gathering or meeting style of Indaba.
While serving as Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams
introduced this style of meeting at the 2008 Lambeth
Conference. It is particularly useful, Williams noted, for
“middle sized groups for discussion of larger issues.”
As Archbishop Williams put it in 2008, “We have given
these the African name of Indaba groups, groups where in
traditional African culture people get together to sort out the
problems that affect them all, where everyone has a voice
and where there is an attempt to find a common mind or
a common story that everyone is able to tell when they go
away from it.

“I have somewhat of a
different mindset. Sitting
in a sterile environment,
it is easy to share things.
But look in the mirror
and have a change of
heart before you go
out and try to change
something else. Do I
really harbor any kind of
bigotry? Even a tiny bit?
Before I try to change
anyone else, I have to
change myself.”

“I am thankful for the
discussion to begin. The
Church has been too
quiet on the issue of race.
As we move forward, it is
my hope that the voices
of our brothers and sisters
of color will be invited,
honored and lifted up.
May we actually become
the Kingdom of God and
witness to the world.”

“This is how we approached it. This is what we heard.
This is where we arrived as we prayed and thought and
talked together.”
The same idea was behind the Hand-in-Hand Listening
Sessions. Each session was a safe, non-reactive environment
where every person had the opportunity to speak heart and
mind, with no debate and no cross-talk from other members
of the group. Everyone was urged to participate, because
every voice is needed. To the delight of Bishop Johnston, the
turnout of participants exceeded all expectations, with nearly
300 participants.
Though exact numbers were not recorded, it’s estimated
that 20 percent of those 300 came from racial or ethnic minorities.
The process of reconciliation, and of becoming
reconcilers in the world, cannot be effective if all voices are
not heard at the table. We hope to attract a greater variety of
viewpoints at the sessions scheduled to be held this fall in the
eastern and western parts of the Diocese.
The first three sessions were just the beginning of a much
longer process toward racial reconciliation. As our nation
grapples with this issue, and as we witness tragic events like
those in Baltimore and Charleston, the relevance of these
opportunities for listening and sharing becomes more and
more important.
Please plan to join us this fall and add your voice to
the table. t
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LEARNING TO LOVE THROUGH ADVERSITY
AISHA HUERTAS MICHEL
Burundi is a beautiful mountain country
in the Great Lakes region of East Africa,
where countless lives have been lost to
civil conflict – and where God is moving.
Its story exemplifies the way God can
use anyone anywhere. It’s a tale of
persevering people who show love in
the midst of chaos, even when there are
many reasons to hate.
Burundi is the third poorest
country in the world. Families struggle
to provide even one meal a day; a
massive government uprising and an
aborted coup have thrown the nation
into violent upheaval. And yet God is
moving – God is loved and exalted. That
is because of people like the Rev. Aimé
Joseph Kimararungu.
Aimé Joseph serves as diocesan
development officer and archdeacon
for Ruyigi in the Diocese of Gitega in
the Anglican Church of Burundi. In his
ministry, he serves five parishes and 12
congregations. Some are new, resulting
from church planting, and some are
situated more than 120 km away from
Aimé Joseph’s home. In a country where
many struggle for daily subsistence and
safety, Aime Joseph and other ministers
must focus on both the physical and
spiritual needs of their congregations.
Through it all, he finds time to build
relationships with all of his parishioners.
He sees those connections as key
elements in lifting them up and sharing
God’s love.
In Burundi, it’s natural for a man
like Aimé Joseph, who lost his parents
during Burundi’s 1993 civil unrest, to
share God’s love willingly instead of
sowing seeds of hatred. That is because
Aimé Joseph understands the greatness
of God in a way that allows for no other
example. He and the people to whom
he ministers make time for relationships
with others and with God.
“Aimé Joseph is a person for whom
you know and feel the relationship to
and connection with Jesus runs deep,”
12
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says Julie Simonton, congregational
development and stewardship officer for
the Diocese of Virginia and former adjunct
instructor of Aimé Joseph, whom she
taught at Virginia Theological Seminary in
the fall of 2011. “It’s spoken from a depth
few people ever encounter.”
In Aime Joseph’s diocese, amidst
the daily challenges, Jesus’ call for all of
us to be neighbors is being truly lived,
and that is exactly what we can all learn
from him and his people. In Burundi,
the Gospel is proclaimed through
relationship. There is no need for it to
be taught in conventional ways to show
the authenticity of how the Gospel lives
through its people.
This loving spirit that embraces
community and lives in forgiveness
is not just Aime Joseph’s or his
congregations’. This is everyday life for
Christians in Burundi.
Carey Chirico, deacon and director
of Children’s Ministries and Outreach
Ministries at St. George’s, Fredericksburg,
experienced this love firsthand when
she lived among Burundians. She heard
the stories of violence, genocide, rape
and murder. But through each story she
also was humbled by the storytellers’
peaceful and forgiving spirits and
incredible courage in wanting to change
their world.
The community approaches every
problem with a belief that the answers
lie in community itself. The people rely
on the wisdom of generations shared in
stories and proverbs, like the one shared
with Chirico by one of her Burundian
friends: “If you want to go fast, go alone.
If you want to go far, go with others.”
It seems that is the great lesson
to be learned from our brothers and
sisters in Christ living in Burundi.
Amidst adversity, God is still seen. In
the fiercest of fights, unity remains. In
Chirico’s experience, congregations
in Burundi are “not afraid to tackle
hard issues like transparency of
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government, gender violence and
rape, and multiparty elections. Even if
it means hard conversations, they see
Christians as being one body and they
believe the Church has a huge role to
play in changing their world.” Just like
the Church has a huge role to play in
changing the entire world.
The struggles of these friends and
neighbors thousands of miles away are
perhaps more escalated than those in
the United States. But they are not so
different. Burundians fight racism and
violence against women. Burundians are
concerned with technology and how it
affects their children, and with caring
for their elderly and their poor. Not so
different at all. Yet their approach is one
of “courage to share vulnerability,” says
Simonton and “they want to be with
family and culture and to discover the
true need of those surrounding them,”
adds Chirico.
“They believe we were created
in love and that we need not focus
on our own differences in order to
be transformed and to transform,”
concludes Chirico.
Back in the Diocese of Gitega,
Aimé Joseph continues his work.
Communication is sporadic, as violent
situations are escalating. Protestors
are being shot by police, private radios
are being destroyed by uniformed
officers and more than 100,000 have
fled from the conflict to neighboring
countries. Aime Joseph’s brother and
family are among them. But through
it all, Aimé Joseph continues his work
for his congregation and stays in
touch with his friends at the Diocese
of Virginia. Rather than focusing on
complaints, he sends blessings and
shares his positive attitude. He cares
for his flock, as he continues to work
to change our world. t

BORN AGAIN AND AGAIN: ST. PATRICK’S, FALLS CHURCH
THE REV. MARY THORPE & THE REV. BERNIE SCHROEDER
Cats may have nine lives, but sometimes
parishes do too – if they’re willing to see
themselves as creatively as God does.
Consider the story of St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church in Falls Church, Va.
Founded in 1954 as a mission
plant by The Falls Church, it was first
nicknamed “The Church of the Holy
Cafeteria” because of its first meeting
place – a school lunchroom. Two years
later, a building was constructed on
Brush Drive, and it was well on its way
to growing into parish status. Like many
Episcopal churches of that era, it grew
quickly, and hit a high point of several
hundred members under the rectorship
of the Rev. Michael Moore. But a few
decades later, its membership shrank to
50 members. Was this its first death?
The leadership at St. Patrick’s could
have taken the easy path by letting the
parish fade away. But as people who
lived into their baptismal covenant, they
considered the possibility that an old
way should die so that something new
could be born. They recognized that the
surrounding community had changed.
The demographics showed a great
increase in the Vietnamese population,
so the parish leaders discerned that St.
Patrick’s was now called to become
an Anglo-Vietnamese mission. With a
grant from the Asian Ministries Office
of the national Episcopal Church and
with the strong support of the Diocese
of Virginia, St. Patrick’s was reborn,
a mission once again: an AngloVietnamese mission.
In 1993, the Rev. James Papile
(now rector of St. Anne’s, Reston)
was appointed the first vicar of this
mission. He called the Rev. Tinh T.
Huynh, then a deacon awaiting priestly
ordination, as his assistant. Tinh
was Vietnamese, a natural choice to
participate in this new venture.
Time passed. Would this new life
blossom or would this be another death?
Tinh was ordained to the priesthood. He

The Rev. Bernie Schroeder

eventually succeeded Papile as vicar of
St. Patrick’s. The parish grew and was
once again granted parish status in 2012.
Tinh was called as the rector.
In 2014, Tinh retired. He was so
closely identified with the parish and
so beloved that some wondered if
this transition would mark another
time of death in the parish. Certainly
parishioners grieved his departure, even
though they realized that his time of
retirement was well-deserved after long
and faithful service.
But transition does not necessarily
equate to a death.
The parish had a short-term
interim priest immediately after Tinh’s
departure, and then called the Rev.
Bernie Schroeder as its interim rector.
Together with Senior Warden Kathy
Oliver and Search Committee Chair Liz
Nguyen, Bernie is guiding this beloved
parish into a new season of life and
possibilities. Whatever God’s plan for
this next chapter in St. Patrick’s story,
this is a parish that has learned how to
be reborn. It will continue to minister to
the Vietnamese community as well as to

members of Liberian heritage.
This is truly a multicultural parish
in its current life that looks forward to
calling its next rector.
In the meantime, the parish enjoys
strong support from the Diocese.
Bishop Gulick, whose office is in The
Falls Church, has been particularly
attentive. The staff of the Office of
Transition Ministry supports the work of
the search committee.
But most importantly, the parish
is committed to thinking creatively
about its evolving mission and the many
ways it can live into the next chapter,
because rebirth is now its rule of life.
Not nine deaths, but nine new lives, and
many more: This is their way of living
into the Gospel. t
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ST. PETER’S RICHMOND’S ‘GOOD NEIGHBOR’ APPROACH
THE REV. ANDREW TERRY
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in the East
End of Richmond practices the ministry
of walking the neighborhood. The church
is located at 22nd and X streets, a few
blocks from Fairfield Court, one of several
public housing complexes in the area.
Over the last couple of months, St. Peter’s
parishioners have begun a regular Monday
afternoon practice of walking around
Church Hill to be a “good neighbor” and
to listen for what residents name as their
priorities for the neighborhood.
This kind of listening practice has
deep roots at St. Peter’s. John Coleman,
a parishioner who was the visionary
founder of the Peter Paul Development
Center, located across the street from
the church, emphasized that a successful
community development plan depends
on engaging residents. He wrote about
the need for “direct and intensive work”
with residents…. “for any plan to be
progressive and productive.” As St.
Peter’s connects with residents on weekly
walks, people who are not members of
the church join in as well. John Taylor, a
multi-generational resident of Church Hill
who regularly joins in the walks, notes
the importance of this kind of outreach.
“The neighborhood speaks and the best
way to hear the neighborhood is to walk
and hear it, rather than hear what other
people say about it,” he reflects. “The
neighborhood speaks to those who go
out and embrace the neighborhood.
Jesus walked the neighborhood.”
The diocesan staff also has
embraced the importance of walking
among our neighbors and listening to
their needs. Ashley Cameron from the
Diocese’s office of mission and outreach
has been a regular participant in the
walks. She has sensed that “people
are aware of what’s needed in the
community and its issues. They are also
willing to talk candidly about them.”
Ashley adds, “People are more
likely to see God in people who are
listening. They are really appreciative of
14

the listening and of being heard.”
Through these walks, we have all
learned that evangelism is truly more
about listening than about speaking.
People have awareness of what’s
needed in our community. If our
evangelism is all about telling people
about something, then we won’t be
able to hear what people have to offer.
Practicing evangelistic listening means
listening to how God is already working.
It is a spiritual habit, which requires
regular practice. It is not done perfectly,
but we can learn over time and return
again and again to listen and connect
with neighbors.
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus sent
the disciples out into the surrounding

neighborhoods with these instructions:
“He called the twelve and began to
send them out two by two…He ordered
them to take nothing for their journey
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no
money in their belts” (Mark 6: 7-8).
After spending a couple of months
walking around the neighborhood, I feel
that Jesus’ wisdom in these instructions
is clear. Disciples were not to arrive with
quick fixes or solutions to the needs
of the neighbors they encountered.
They were to spend time in and around
homes, receiving the hospitality of the
residents who lived there. Out of that
time spent listening and sharing, the
Church was born. t

The Rev. Andrew Terry in front of St. Peter’s, Richmond.
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PRACTICING AFRICAN HOSPITALITY IN VIRGINIA
ROGER WHITFIELD
It is always fun to welcome someone to your home,
particularly if you have visited that person’s home many
times.  St. Paul’s, Richmond, was able to do this in March
when the Rev. Erasto Ndahani, the priest of St. Andrew’s,
Mwitikira, Tanzania, and his wife Rebecca visited us for a
month.  St. Paul’s has been visiting Mwitikira almost every
year since 2007 in support of our parish’s link with them
through Carpenter’s Kids. The Tanzanian hospitality that we
have received over the years has been one of the greatest
blessings of this relationship.
When Father Erasto and Rebecca first visited St. Paul’s
and the Diocese of Virginia in 2009, the focus was to show
them America and its culture; in contrast, this visit was to
immerse them in St. Paul’s and its varied ministries. Our
rector, the Rev. Wallace Adams-Riley, made sure that every
Sunday Erasto had a major role in our worship, either
presiding or preaching.  During the week, he spent significant
blocks of time with each of our ministries, their leaders and
staff.  Our Lenten program was in full swing and both of the
Ndahanis cooked and served lunches. They spent evenings in
parishioners’ homes sharing meals and conversation.
Beyond St. Paul’s, there were tours of schools, a prison,
a chicken processing plant, universities, Virginia Theological
Seminary and the Richmond Ballet. There was even the

opportunity to run in the Monument Avenue 10K.  The
contrast between our busy-ness and Mwitikira’s modest and
unhurried way of life was not lost on them.
While Erasto was experiencing the variety of St.
Paul’s ministries, his wife Rebecca was learning about the
merchandizing end of the Dadas and Design business. She
and four other seamstresses in the village of Mwitikira make
clothing and other items from Tanzanian fabrics for sale in the
United States. A group of St. Paul’s women has established
Dadas and Design as a non-profit business to import and sell
these products. Rebecca was not fully aware of the steps
necessary to sell products here and was excited to see the
acceptance of her team’s work by American customers.
Rebecca is hoping to take these experiences back to
Tanzania and develop a Tanzanian market for their products.
This kind of activity could be transformative to her rural village
and its subsistence economy. Climate change makes them
increasingly vulnerable to droughts and they desperately need
alternatives to total dependence on an uncertain crop.
People in the mission field these days often talk about
“mutual partnerships” and “relationships of equals.”
At St. Paul’s, we have found that having our friends visit
Virginia, especially for an extended stay, enables all of us to
understand one another better and to develop just these
sorts of relationships. These visits have also given us the
opportunity to return the gracious hospitality we have
received when visiting Tanzania.
The next time your parish wants to go on a mission trip,
have them think about hosting one instead. t
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The Rev. Erasto
participates in a
Richmond tradition–
the Monument
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A DIOCESAN YOUTH TRIP TO PHILADELPHIA
AISHA HUERTAS MICHEL
Senior high school students from across the Diocese of Virginia headed to Philadelphia
in June for a one-week program at the Episcopal Mission Center (EMC).
Located at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in the historic Germantown section of the
city, the EMC seeks to engage the community in service, worship and spiritual renewal.
The 12 youths and five adults from Virginia shared bunk beds, bathrooms, meals,
and daily morning and evening worship services. Life in the EMC is often referred to as
“simple living.”
Each day, the group engaged in a variety of activities and projects at different sites
around the city. They spent time supporting Vacation Bible School as part of a diocesan
summer camp program, landscaping at a local public library, and helping to revitalize a
few of the smaller parishes, with paint brushes and through other means.
“This trip was incredible! Year after year you can see the continued difference
this program makes and the success it has” said John Knouse, youth minister at St.
James, Warrenton.
“The one thing that struck home for me this year was our last day of mission. I was
with the group at The Free Church of Saint John. We started preparing the grounds for
City Camp and, by the end, we had 12 young kids from the community helping our crew
with all the tasks,” Knouse said. “Getting to meet the kids we were doing the work for
and having them work with us was incredible.”
By far, everyone’s trip highlight was working at St. James School, a small charter
school that serves fifth- to eighth-graders who live in the inner city. It operates much
like Richmond’s Peter Paul Development Center.
“St. James School is a very special place,” says Mike Wade, assistant to the
director of Christian formation and Shrine Mont camps in the Diocese of Virginia.  “The
faculty recruits students from underprivileged neighborhoods and gives them amazing
educational opportunities. The fact that our group got to spend a school day with them
and share classroom time, recess, and even lunch with the students and faculty [who
eat together] was truly rewarding in a way unlike any other mission trip I’ve ever done
before. I’m excited to go back in 2016!” t
In the words of Emily Armstrong:
I had an amazing time on the mission trip
to Philly this year. It was extremely eye
opening because we got to learn a lot about

Youth from across the Diocese
participated in various activities and
work as part of their mission trip to
Philadelphia.

the town we were in and actually meet a lot
of its residents. The most meaningful part
of the whole trip to me was getting to go to
St. James School and being able to talk to
some of the students throughout the day.
There was a 10-year-old girl that I got to talk
to and befriend during recess. She told us
all about her life and how much she liked
going to St. James. Having the opportunity
to talk to her and give her someone that
would listen to her was really meaningful to
me. It was a very humbling trip and I can’t
wait till next year!

16
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PREPARING LAY STAFF TO MANAGE CHALLENGING SITUATIONS
THE REV. DOUG THORPE
Picture this scenario: By the third month of your new job as
parish secretary, you are getting comfortable in your role.
Your primary duties have become clear: prepare the bulletins
for Sunday, help produce the newsletter, answer the phone,
manage the database and clear the jams in the photocopier.
You can manage all of that in the 30 hours a week you get
paid to work. Then one Thursday morning, while the priest
is visiting a parishioner in the hospital, the phone rings. The
caller identifies himself as a resident of the neighborhood who
attends your church on occasion. It soon becomes clear that
something in last Sunday’s service rubbed him the wrong way
and he has spent the past three days working himself up into
a rage over it. He wants to vent, and you are as convenient a
target for his anger as anyone.
What should you do? The priest has made it clear that
your job is to be the face and voice of the parish to anyone
who calls or drops in. Normally that means being cheerful
and friendly, but right now all your friendliness seems to do
is inflame the caller more. Now he is insulting the parish, the
priest and you. Do you have to take this? Can you simply hang
up the phone?
If you serve the Church in any formal role, sooner or later
you are likely to find yourself confronted with a special challenge.
Music directors may be the first to hear of a chorister’s illness or
a death in a bell ringer’s family. Youth workers can get caught
between belligerent teenagers and angry parents. Anyone in the
parish office can get pulled into a crisis.
Clergy receive special training in dealing with challenging
situations and difficult people. Lay professionals do not.
The Diocese of Virginia has recognized the need for training

for lay professionals in the church. Julie Simonton, officer
for congregational development and stewardship, in
collaboration with the Virginia Institute of Pastoral Care,
has put together a training program called Survival Skills
for Lay Professionals. This training is designed to help lay
professionals in parishes navigate the complex, shifting
demands of their jobs in healthy ways. Topics to be addressed
include handling crises, negotiating healthy boundaries,
dealing with difficult people and practicing self-care.
The first Survival Skills for Lay Professionals training
will be offered at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Millers Tavern,
on Thursday, October 8, with future dates and places to
be announced as they are confirmed. The training will run
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., with lunch included. The Diocese is
funding all the costs of the training; participants are asked to
contribute $15 to cover the lunch.
Faculty for the training will be Julie Simonton, officer for
congregational development and stewardship, and Dr. Doug
Thorpe, executive director of VIPCare. Julie holds a master
of theological studies from Virginia Theological Seminary. Her
graduate thesis, “Serving our Gifts: The Ministry of Educating
Lay Staff,” focuses on lay staff formation. Before joining
the staff of the Diocese, she was lay associate minister for
family ministries and parish life at Grace Episcopal Church in
Alexandria. Doug holds a master of divinity and a Ph.D. from
Princeton Theological Seminary and has been ordained in the
Evangelical Covenant Church for 29 years. t
To register for the training, or to find out
about future training dates and places,
contact Julie Simonton.
jsimonton@thediocese.net
800-Diocese, ext. 1035
The deadline to register for the training is
October 1, 2015.
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BISHOP’S JUBILEE FUN FOR ALL AGES
KIRK GIBSON
Shrine Mont hosted the Annual Bishop’s Jubilee over the
Fourth of July weekend.  More than 400 Shrine Mont friends,
families, former campers and staff came together for three
days of fun and fellowship.
More than 70 runners and walkers endured a light rain
Saturday morning as they navigated the streets of Orkney
Springs during the Bishop’s 5K. The overall race was won
by St. Sebastian’s Sports Camp counselor David Fitzgerald.
Many other participants were recognized as winners in
various age brackets.
The sun came out right after the morning Family Fun Fest
and just in time for an afternoon of bluegrass featuring Many
Nights Ahead and Dry Mill Road.
While Bishop Johnston was fulfilling his duties at General
Convention in Salt Lake City, the Shrine Mont Board of
Directors played hosts for this festive musical event, which
included a barbeque dinner on the lawn.
When the music ended, the Shout It from the Mountain
campaign hosted an ice cream social and bonfire, while Shrine
Monters of all ages sang late into the evening.
Sunday was highlighted by a service of Holy Eucharist

and Holy Baptism attended by more than 350 Shrine Mont
campers and guests. Former St. George’s camper and
director, the Rev. Will Peyton, presided over the service.
The highlight of the event was Bishop Ted Gulick’s
announcement that the Shout It from the Mountain
campaign was fast approaching the goal of $2 million (only
$16,000 to go!).  The monies will go toward necessary
improvements to the Shrine Mont facilities, including building
additional cabins, as well as toward the scholarship program
for campers and the salary-enhancement program for
counselors to ensure that those “on the Mountain” reflect
the true diversity of the Diocese.
With the $2 million milestone within sight, the campaign
will focus on reaching the stretch goal of $2.5 million to offer
additional, critical support for these goals. “The stretch goal
is not a luxury,” said Bishop Johnston, but a key factor in
achieving the goals of the campaign.
Mark your calendars for July 1-3, 2016! The Bishop’s
Jubilee is a great family event that should not be missed. t

How can I get my Church involved with the
Shout It from the Mountain Campaign?
• You might like to start by hosting a training session
for churches across your region. Please coordinate
with your regional president and with Kirk Gibson:
(540-856-2141, cgibson@shentel.net).
• Meet with your rector, vestry or stewardship
committee to establish a parish goal and schedule.
Consider gifts by parish as well as by individuals and
how to leverage the largest gift from each.
• Check with your rector about standards for
announcements during church, short skits, displays,
etc. Ask if at least one sermon can focus on diocesan
ministry during the campaign.
• Prime the pump! Ask your vestry and other leaders
to make their gifts early so you can announce a total
when you launch the campaign.

• If you’d like to schedule a visit from a member of the
campaign team, contact Kirk Gibson (540-856 2141,
cgibson@shentel.net).
•R
 ecruit volunteers to help! People who “don’t like
fundraising” can help with:
	Communications (writing, emails, Facebook,
videos, posters, special displays)
	Fundraising events (organizing, cooking, providing
music, setting up, inviting friends, etc.)
•C
 onsider having multiple fundraising events
sponsored by different parish groups: a car wash by
the youth, an auction by the men’s group, etc.
• F ind out deadlines for the church newsletter, e-news,
bulletins, etc.
• Plan campaign launch.

https://www.givingtools.org/shout/
From the resources tab of www.ShoutItfromtheMountain.org
18
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PREPARING TO HELP YOUR NEIGHBOR
THE REV. JAY MORRIS
Children and youth can be stewards of the abundance with
which God has blessed them and their families and their
churches; but just like adults, they need some help and
guidance—especially for the long haul.
We must introduce principles and practices of
stewardship to children and youth without dumbing down to
them. We really can engage them at their level, in ways they
can grasp.
Here are some real-life examples of stewardship with
children and youth that have worked at my church (Aquia,
Stafford) and that might work at yours, knowing that some
adaptation and adjustment for your setting or circumstances
may be required. These examples begin with money matters
and financial stewardship, and then immediately involve other
important areas of stewardship.

Resource
Nathan Dungan, Prodigal Sons and Material Girls: How
Not to Be Your Child’s ATM (Wiley, 2003), available as
a hardback and as an e-book. Dungan adopts a “sharesave-spend” approach, counseling children and youth
to divide their money evenly for each of those three
purposes and in that order. For more information, see his
website, www.ShareSaveSpend.com.

BE TRANSPARENT AND TRUTHFUL
Example with Youth: Discuss full cost of mission trip
expenses; opportunities for financial support.
• L ong before mission trip departure (or local service
project, PYM retreat at Shrine Mont, etc.), hold meeting for
teenagers and parents about total expenses (registration
fees, transportation, housing, etc.), what the church
will cover, what each participant must provide and the
expectations for group fundraising.
•R
 emind teen participants about diocesan youth mission
vouchers ($200 toward mission trip before one’s 19th
birthday), which are awarded to teenagers at confirmation.
• This shows that there are financial costs in having fun (no
free ride except grace!), that budgets must be made and
kept, and that we must work to help everyone who wants
to travel or attend (regardless of financial limitation).
Underlying message: Christians work as a team and plan
ahead in helping others—not only beneficiaries of the mission
trip or service project, but even other team members going.

Example with Children: Resolve to increase giving for
operating budget and special circumstances (e.g., capital
campaign, mission and outreach) through household
discussion about sacrificial giving.
•D
 iscuss the fact that much of what we do at church that
children see and do—Sunday school materials, Vacation
Bible School snacks and equipment, vestments for acolytes
and choirs, water bill and power bill—requires money that
comes from everyone at church, including families like ours.
•D
 iscuss the fact that in order to accomplish more at
church—more for neighbors in need, more for our own
church members, more to show love for our Lord—we need
to give more to God at church, which in turn requires our
family to make some sacrifices about spending less time and
money on ourselves and devoting more time and money to
others through various forms of ministry. Even children can
be involved in setting new priorities for our time and money.
Underlying message: Since Christians are supposed to be
holy, and since a sacrifice is (by definition) an act that makes
something or someone holy, our sacrificial giving of time and
talent and treasure (or work and wisdom and wealth) can help
to make us holy.

20
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BE INTENTIONAL FOR TRAINING

Stewardship…And Change

Example with Both Children and Youth: Get them involved in
your ministries and foster their involvement in their own.
•W
 hen you stock up for your church’s food pantry, take
children and youth shopping with you. Have them pick
what they would want to eat from the food pantry: not
just macaroni & cheese, but also snacks for school or after
school, fruits and vegetables, and a range of meals.
•W
 hen you purchase items for care packages for college
students, take children and youth shopping with you. Let
them select the snacks, colorful pens and notepads, etc.
•D
 oes your church have a food ministry (funeral receptions,
soup kitchen, etc.)? Get your teenagers to help prepare
food, serve food or clean up. We have high school students
who regularly work in our hot meals ministry, even when
their parents are not involved with this group.
•D
 o you sing in the choir? Bring your musical teenager with
you. In fact, we have a middle-school student in our 9 a.m.
worship service choir without her parents singing there.
•A
 re there other roles for young people in worship? As
readers for the Scripture lessons, as intercessors with the
prayers, as ushers and greeters, even as lay Eucharistic
ministers? Certainly at our church!
Underlying message: Christians recognize the worth in each
other and collaborate with each other, so that even children
and youth can play an active role helping as ministers and
servants in their own right.

Example with Both Children and Youth: Annual Pledge
Campaign pledge card for children and youth.
• The only necessary difference between the adult pledge
card and the teenage pledge card for the operating budget
is that a parent must sign the dotted line along with the
child or teenager as the one making the pledge.
•H
 aving adult cards and children/youth cards identical
otherwise shows that we take the children and youth
seriously. They enjoy being treated with dignity.
•T
 he parental signature line ensures (or at least suggests)
that a parent has spoken with the young person about the
importance of making a pledge and then keeping it.
Underlying message: Christian children and youth have
resources at their disposal, and parents take them seriously
enough to assist with their training in stewardship.

BE TACTILE AND TANGIBLE
Example with Children: Collect coins in plastic baby
bottles for the local pregnancy center, adoption agency or
healthcare provider.
•C
 hildren are familiar with babies, and children like to play
with money.
•C
 hildren can collect loose change -- and dollar bills and
checks – and store them in plastic baby bottles until using
the money for buying diapers, wipes, clothes, blankets, etc.
•H
 ave some friendly competition: The Sunday school class
raising the most money receives a prize.
Underlying message: Christians (even elementary-school-age
Christians) help take care of others in need.

Example with Youth: Advent Bake Sale for Christmas
outreach to families in need.
•S
 ome teens already enjoy cooking, and all teens should
learn how to cook.
•H
 ave teens prepare baked goods in their homes or at youth
group meetings—cookies, cakes, muffins, etc—and then
sell their products at coffee hour over a two-week period
around Thanksgiving or the start of Advent.
•T
 eens take responsibility for using proceeds to purchase
at their discretion clothes and toys for a Christmas family.
Wrap the gifts and deliver them to recipients. Teens earned
the money, so teens decide how to spend the money.
Underlying message: Christians (including teenage Christians)
help take care of others in need, through our own efforts,
from start to finish.  t
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Celebrating

Pentecost
Across the
Diocese

St. Thomas’, Richmond

St. Stephen’s, Richmond

St. Peter’s, Port Royal

St. Mary’s,
Colonial Beach

Trinity, Arlington
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St. Paul’s, Richmond

Holy Comforter, Richmond

Grace & Holy Trinity, Richmond
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ECW DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA
RETREAT WEEKEND
“Women of Acts: Women of Action”
Led by the Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, Bishop Suffragan, Diocese of Virginia
Join us for a weekend retreat for
women to explore the world of
“Women of Acts: Women of Action.” If
you were to create your own superhero,
what would she be like? What would
be her super powers? How would she
live her life every day, not only when
in her super costume? We will spend
the weekend in the company of super
women from the Book of Acts and
learn from them something of how
we are called to live our lives. Bring
comfortable clothing, walking shoes,
a Bible and a pair of sharp scissors.
(Scissors needed for craft/art projects.)
The program begins with
registration at 4 p.m. on Friday and
concludes after lunch on Sunday. The
cost is $250 for the weekend with
shared room, including two-nights stay
and six meals at Roslyn. (Single room
rate is $300; a very limited number of

SEPTEMBER 11-13, 2015
Roslyn Retreat & Conference Center
8727 River Road
Richmond, Virginia 23229

single rooms are available.) The cost is
$125 for those who do not need lodging
at Roslyn; all meals are included.
Please note this retreat is open for
women only. Registration is limited and
the deadline to register is August 20,
unless we are full prior to that date.
A registration form is available
on the ECW website at www.ecw.
thediocese.net. Questions: Please
contact Bryn Roth at brynroth@cox.
net or (540) 373-9126. Please note Bryn
will be away and unavailable to answer
questions August 9-15. t

photo spread
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(Above and right) Virginia ECW members
participating in this year’s ECW Triennial
meeting in Salt Lake City.
(Bottom two photos) ECW of the Diocese
of Virginia‘s Quiet Lenten Day.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
Church Periodical Club

The Church Periodical Club was established in 1888 at the Church of the Holy
Communion in New York City. Mary Ann Drake Fargo and a small group of women
send church periodicals, prayer books and Bibles to missionaries in the west. Today,
the commitment to supply theological and educational materials in support of
missions in the Anglican Communion and around the world remains strong.
CPC NATIONAL BOOKS FUND
The National Books Fund is the first national granting fund of
the Church Periodical Club. Since 1922, this fund has helped meet
religious and secular needs by providing
printed and audiovisual materials to
individuals churches and organizations
affiliated with the Anglican Communion.
CPC MILES OF PENNIES FUND
The Miles of Pennies Fund became the second national granting
fund of the Church Periodical Club in 1989. This fund is for
children only, pre-school to grade 12. Additionally, it provides
printed or taped books and related materials; MOP gives grants
for the shipping costs of recycled children’s books. t

He who is generous will be
blessed, for he gives some
of his food to the poor.
Proverbs 22:9

To make a gift, please make a check payable to:
Episcopal Church Women of VA
Mail check to:
Mrs. Patricia Baughman
Treasurer
1815 Genther Lane
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401
Mark at Memo:
Church Periodical Club
Miles of Pennies Fund
or
National Books Fund
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CIVIL WAR
AND THE LIFE OF THE DIOCESE

THE DIOCESE OF VIRGINA REJOINS THE U.S. EPISCOPAL CHURCH
JULIA RANDLE
The outcome of the Civil War determined
that the United States of America and
the Confederate States of America would
be rejoined as one nation. At the end of
the war, the fate of The Episcopal Church
remained in doubt. Would the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States
of America (PECUSA) wholeheartedly
welcome the former Southern dioceses
now in the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the Confederate States of America
(PECCSA) back into full and equal
communion? Would those dioceses
rejoin the original body or continue as a
separate regional church? What would be
the choice of the Diocese of Virginia?
In the summer of 1865, the Rt.
Rev. Henry Hopkins, Presiding Bishop of
PECUSA, extended a welcoming hand to
the PECCSA bishops and their dioceses,
with a circular letter inviting them and
their deputations to resume their “proper
place” at the General Convention meeting
that October. The Rt. Revs. Atkinson
and Lay, bishops of North Carolina and
Arkansas, respectively, and deputations
from the dioceses of North Carolina,
Tennessee and Texas arrived to resume
that “place” in the General Convention.
Whiles debates in the House of Deputies
included expressions of anger toward
the Southern dioceses regarding both
the war and their formation of the
PECCSA, resolutions returning thanks for
the restoration of the Union and for the
destruction of slavery failed for fear of
offending the Southern brethren.
At the 1865 Council of the Diocese
of Virginia, delayed until September,
Virginia’s diocesan bishop, the Rt. Rev.
John Johns, clearly stated his preference
for reunification prior to the meeting of
the PECCSA General Council in November.
A special committee assigned this topic,
however, presented a resolution referring
the whole issue of reunification to the
General Council, a decision adopted by
26

the Virginia Council, followed by election
of deputies to that meeting. Interestingly,
Virginia was the only diocese to send a
full delegation to this meeting. Ultimately
the 1865 council resolved that dioceses
held the power to decide whether they
would remain a part of the PECCSA
and directed that withdrawal would be
by official notice from the bishop and
secretary of a withdrawing diocese to the
remaining bishops of the General Council.
Over the next six months, the
various dioceses of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the Confederate
States of America met and voted to
reconnect with the General Convention
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America. Virginia,
meeting at its traditional time of May,
was the last Southern diocese to meet
and to determine its course.
While the Journal of that council
does not include any records of debate,
giving the appearance of a quick and easy
decision for the sole remaining diocese
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of the PECCSA, extended reports of that
debate printed in multiple religious and
secular newspapers document quite
another story.  Many clergy and laity
expressed reluctance, even an aversion,
to rejoining their Northern Episcopal
brethren. Some were willing to continue
on as an independent, unaffiliated
Church.  Disdain for reunification was
most marked among the younger clergy.
The idea of retaining the name
“council” for the annual meeting,
a route not followed by the other
Southern dioceses, was mentioned as
a compromise. Ultimately, after hours
of debate over two days, the vote was
taken after a period of silent prayer, and
reunification passed 93 to 20 (clergy, ayes,
57, no’s 9; laity, ayes 36, no’s 11). With
that vote, Virginia rejoined the Protestant
Episcopal Church of the United States and
the official life of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the Confederate States of
America came to an end. t

St. Paul’s, Alexandria, circa 1862.

Diocese of Virginia
Mission & Outreach
Shrine Mont Camps
Center Aisle

Blogs

Follow on
Twitter

SHRINE MONT
shrinemontcamps.net/blog
@TheDioceseVA

How to
centeraisle.net

DIODOCS RESOURCES

C

O

N

N

E

C

T

with the
Diocese

diodocs.wordpress.com

Want to receive weekly news about the Diocese?
Sign up for the e-Communiqué.
thediocese.net/eCommunique

The V.E.

youtube.com/user/TheDiocese

Want to receive the Virginia Episcopalian in
the mail? Sign up online.
thediocese.net/News/VirginiaEpiscopalian/
Past issues are also available in a web format
at the Diocesan link above.
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VIRGINIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
TRADITIONAL FORMATION FOR INNOVATIVE MINISTRY

BE OUR GUEST
During our FALL

VISIT DAY for

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2015
Learn about our programs, talk
to faculty and students, go to
classes, attend worship, have
lunch and tour the campus at
Virginia Theological Seminary.

Online registration will be
available beginning in Sept.
at www.vts.edu/admissions
28
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For information email us at
admissions@vts.edu or call
703.461.1951, toll free 800.941.0083
3737 Seminary Rd., Alexandria, Va. 22304

V I RG I N I A
T H E O L O G ICAL
SE M I N A RY

HIKE & BIKE
Shrine Mont

September 11 - 13 Rate: Double Occupancy $200 / Single Occupancy $230

THIS CHALLENGING RETREAT IS FOR YOU!
HIKERS: Enjoy Shrine Mont’s 1000 acre woods located
around the quaint village of Orkney Springs in
Shenandoah County: Hikers will enjoy trails on and oﬀ
the beaten path, including Seven Springs, and summit
the Great North Mountain.

BIKERS: Enjoy the beautiful roads winding through the
heart of Shenandoah County as you pedal along with
other cyclists. You'll love the scenery as you travel past
historic sites and rustic farmlands embarking on an
unforgettable journey.

Half & Full Day Hikes - 3 to 12 miles a day
Guide: Fred Forstall
Appropriate hiking attire and footwear required

Half & Full Day Rides - 30 to 60 miles a day
Guides: Erik Lundquist and Flynn Hulver
Road bike and all safety equipment required

Receive a special one of a kind trail t-shirt! / Sunday - Zipline at Bryce Resort

Name: _________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
City:

_________________________________________

State/Zip: _______________________________________
Telephone - Home: _______________________________
Oﬃce / Cell: ____________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Occupancy: M Single

M Double

Special Requests: _________________________________
photo: thanh.ha.dang

________________________________________________

Make checks payable to Shrine Mont

ForEnclosed
more information
andform
details:
____
with this registration
is a check for
theshrine@shentel.net
full payment or advance deposit of $150 (nonrefundable).
www.shrinemont.com
Charge my: M Visa M MC M Discover

$_______

full payment / advance deposit

Number: _______________________________________
Exp. Date: ____________

Code: __________________

Mail Registration Form to:

hike & bike

c/o Shrine Mont
P.O. Box 10 Orkney Springs, VA 22845
For more information and idetails
shrine@shentel.net
/ www.shrinemont.com
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Trevor C Davis Photography

Roslyn in Richmond
A Retreat Center of
the Episcopal Diocese
of Virginia

Rest, Reflect, Renew

Trevor C Davis Photography
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Meeting space,
overnight lodging
and dining facilities
situated on 150
peaceful acres
overlooking the
James River Valley.
Visit us at
roslyncenter.org
or call 800-477-6296.

DIOCESAN CALENDAR

CLERGY TRANSITIONS

For a list of church events, visit thediocese.net/events.

The Rev. Denise Trogdon began
her ministry as rector of Holy
Cross, Dunn Loring, on June 8.
She returns to the Diocese of
Virginia after serving for several
years as associate rector at St.
Luke’s, Darien, CT.

SEPTEMBER 12
General Giving Workshop, Emmanuel, Delaplane

OCTOBER 17
Capital Campaigns Workshop, St. Peter’s in the Woods,
Fairfax Station

OCTOBER 19-21
Bishop’s Fall Clergy Retreat

ANNUAL GIVING WORKSHOPS
Explore “Inspiring Faithful Generosity” in your annual giving
campaign with members of the diocesan Committee on Stewardship.
Contact Stephanie Higgins at shiggins@thediocese.net for info.
Aug. 22: St. Luke’s, Simeon
Sept. 1: Buck Mountain, Earlysville
Sept. 12: Emmanuel, Delaplane
Sept. 16: Holy Comforter, Vienna

IN MEMORIAM
MRS. ANITA NOE, wife the Rev. Dr. William Stanton Noe, a
retired priest of the Diocese of Virginia, died on Sunday,
March 22, 2015. Mrs. Noe was a widely known and praised
artist in the region. Mr. Noe served as priest-in-charge of
Trinity, Louisa, and Incarnation, Mineral, before serving for
20 years at Church of Our Saviour, Montpelier. Mrs. Noe is
survived by her husband, two daughters and one grandson. A
burial with Eucharist was held on March 29 at St. Stephen’s,
with interment at The Fork Church.
THE REV. DR. GARY K. PRICE, a retired priest of the Diocese of
Virginia, died on Friday April 10, 2015. Mr. Price was ordained
a priest in June 1947. He served as rector of Trinity, Arlington,
from 1949 to 1975, and also served as interim rector at St.
Luke’s -Wellington, Alexandria; St. James’, Warrenton; and
Grace, The Plains. He was also a member of the Evangelical
Education Society of the Episcopal Church, where he was
executive director from 1976-1979 and general secretary from
1979 - 1986. Upon his retirement in 1986, he moved to Maine.
Mr. Price is survived by four nieces. A funeral liturgy was held
May 2 at St. Michael’s Parish in Auburn, Maine. Interment
followed in Hedgesville, W. Va.
THE REV. ROBERT GREIDER “BOB” PARTLOW, a priest of
the Diocese of Southern Virginia serving in the Diocese of
Virginia, died on Saturday, May 9. Mr. Partlow was ordained
to the priesthood in 1989 and served churches in North
Carolina, Ohio, Southern Virginia and The Diocese of Virginia.
Most recently, Mr. Partlow served with his wife, the Rev. Ruth
Partlow, as co-interim rector at The Fork Church, Doswell.
He is survived by Ruth, two children and six grandchildren. A
memorial service was held on May 14 at St. Stephen’s.

The Rev. Rodney Gordon began
his work as priest-in-charge
at St. Peter’s, Oak Grove, on
Feb. 4 after serving as interim
priest since Jan. 1. Rod is a
bi-vocational priest who also
serves as director of social
services in Essex County.
The Rev. Jo Belser began her
work as rector of Resurrection,
Alexandria, on March 8, where
she served previously as priestin-charge.
The Rev. Hilary Streever, formerly
of the Diocese of Southwestern
Virginia, began her work as
associate rector of St. James’s,
Richmond, on June 10.
The Rev. Molly Bosscher,
formerly of the Diocese of
Central Florida, began her work
as associate rector of St. Paul’s,
Richmond, on June 17.
The Rev. Andrew Terry began his
service as vicar of St. Peter’s,
Richmond, and urban missioner
in the East End on May 3. He
formerly served as co-pastor of
Richmond Hill, a retreat center
and intentional community in
the city of Richmond.
The Rev. Elizabeth Gardner,
a priest of the Diocese of
Washington, resigned from her
work at St. John’s, McLean, and
has been serving as interim
rector of Church of the Epiphany,
Washington, DC, since July 1.

The Rev. Jennings W. “Jenks”
Hobson III completed 42 years
of faithful service at Trinity,
Washington, on May 31, Trinity
Sunday.
The Rev. Paul Anderson
retired from Christ Church,
Christchurch, Va, on June 28
The Rev. Diane Carroll retired
from Hanover-with-Brunswick in
King George County on June 21.
The Rev. Anne Lane Witt
completed her service at
Immanuel, Old Church, in
Mechanicsville on April 26.
The Very Rev. Alexander
MacPhail will depart as rector
of Beckford Parish to take a call
in the Diocese of Southwestern
Virginia at Christ Church,
Roanoke. His last Sunday was
July 26.
The Rev. Karin MacPhail
has resigned as rector of
Cunningham Parish, Millwood.
Her last Sunday was July 26.
The Rev. James Richardson left
St. Paul’s Memorial Church,
Charlottesville, to take a call at
Incarnation Episcopal Church,
Santa Rosa, CA. His last Sunday
was July 19.
The Rev. Rick Lord has
announced his retirement from
Church of the Holy Comforter,
Vienna. His date of retirement is
July 2016.
The Rev. James Papile has
announced his retirement from
St. Anne’s, Reston. His date of
retirement is May 2016.

The Rev. Dennis Reid, a priest
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania,
left Trinity, Manassas, on May
24 to serve at St. David’s,
Wayne, Pa.
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SABÁTICO SERÁ UN TIEMPO DE RECONEXIÓN
THE RT. REV. SHANNON S. JOHNSTON

Una nota especial del Obispo Johnston:
Como anuncié en enero durante mi “Dirección Pastoral”
Cuando redacte la carta a continuación, faltaban
en el Concilio Anual de nuescasi tres semanas para la Convención General de la
tra diócesis, voy a tomar un
Iglesia Episcopal. Requisitos de impresión y fechas
sabático a partir del 1 de seplímites me impidieron ofrecer una perspectiva de
tiembre hasta el 31 de diciemla Convención en esas líneas. En cambio, nuestro
bre. En realidad, el sabático
en sí es de tres meses pero
equipo editorial me pidió que escribiera sobre
el total de cuatro meses inmi próximo sabático, el siguiente tema “grande”
Obispo Johnston
cluye mi mes de vacaciones
después de esta edición de la Virginia Episcopalian.
anuales. Este sabático viene
Nuestro equipo, sin embargo, aseguró espacio en
Principalmente, sin
después de haber complela revista para incluir cobertura significativa de la
embargo, tengo la intención
tado ocho años de ministerio
Convención y aún cumplir con nuestra fecha límite
de utilizar mi sabático como
como obispo de la Diócesis
para esta edición de verano.
un tiempo para reconectarme
de Virginia. Al tomar esta decon amigos que viven en otras
cisión, he consultado con el
partes del país y con familia.
Comité Permanente, nuestro
Estoy bastante avergonzado de admitir que en los últimos
personal diocesano, Obispos Goff y Gulick (así como una
años mi hábito de exceso de trabajo me ha llevado a descuidar
serie de compañeros obispos en toda la Iglesia Episcopal),
muchas de las relaciones más significativas en mi vida. Es
y mi director espiritual. Todos han apoyado esta decisión
extraño decirlo, pero he perdido el contacto con algunas de las
recalcando que tomar un sabático es importante no sólo para
personas que significan el mundo para mí y a las quienes le debo
mi propio bienestar, sino también como un ejemplo de autocuidado para todo nuestro clero. Entiendo bien ambos puntos, tanto. Como durante mi sabático Ellen estará ocupada con su
trabajo para el Centro para la Liturgia y Música en el Seminario
pero de ninguna manera subestimo un sabático. Por lo tanto,
debo decir cuán profundamente agradecido estoy por el apoyo Teológico de Virginia, yo viajare a ver a las personas que son
definitivas en mi vida, los que forman algunos de mis mejores
que he recibido en la toma de este tiempo libre.
recuerdos. Algunos de ellos son las amistades que se remontan
Aunque los sabáticos son comunes, no todo el mundo
a mi más tierna infancia y mi adolescencia, mientras que otros
está familiarizado con lo que es uno, por lo que voy a cubrir
son amigos de mi vida adulta antes de entrar al ministerio.
algunos conceptos básicos. El término “sabático” se deriva de
Voy a ver a los compañeros de clase de seminario con quien
la palabra bíblica “sábado”, es decir un tiempo de descanso.
compartí el momento únicamente formativo, y voy a ir a amados
Lógicamente, se hizo costumbre que un sabático se lleve a
cabo en el séptimo año, ya que el sábado es el séptimo día. Sin clero-colegas que me vieron en las buenas y en las malas. Por
embargo, hoy en día el tiempo difiere de un lugar a otro, como supuesto, también visitare con familia. Con rara frecuencia veo
a personas de mi familia nuclear o extensa y cuando tengo la
es el caso de las diferentes políticas de congregaciones en
oportunidad, sólo estoy por un tiempo muy corto. Eso es un
nuestra diócesis. Para clérigos que sirven las congregaciones
error  que tengo que rectificar.
a tiempo completo, la duración típica de un sabático también
Voy a decirles a todas esas personas que, a pesar de mi
difiere, y pueden durar  desde dos o tres meses hasta seis
descuido, los amo y los he amado siempre. También voy a estar
meses. El propósito de un sabático es tomar un período de
seguro de que este tiempo de reconexión no sea solo una visita
descanso y renovación, pero esto podría incluir la realización
sino que más bien sea el impulso a permanecer en contacto
de algún proyecto especial. Si se propone un proyecto de este
cercano como mejor podamos. Es un cliché, pero si muy cierto:
tipo, siempre aconsejo que debiera ser de alguna manera un
la vida es demasiado corta para perder alguna de sus mejores
tiempo rejuvenecedor y personalmente importante. Hago ese
partes. Como esta reconexión viene de mi corazón, sé que
punto porque yo no creo en el “trabajo” durante sabáticos en
también va a volver a mi corazón. Al final, me limitaré a ser una
el caso del clero parroquial; para mí, eso es una contradicción
mejor, más entera, persona.
en términos.
Permítanme concluir este artículo invitando a todos a
Ha llegado el momento para mí. Las exigencias de mi
utilizar este mismo periodo de septiembre a diciembre para
posición sin duda han tomado sus peajes. Por lo tanto, voy a
encontrar maneras de “reconectar” con los que significan algo
pasar una buena cantidad de tiempo simplemente en casa, algo
único y especial para ti, tu familia, amigos y otros seres queridos.
que siempre me hace sentir renovado. Espero también pasar
No importa tanto el “cómo” hacer esto; simplemente le insto
tiempo de calidad con Ellen, incluyendo algunas excursiones
a hacerlo. Uno nunca sabe lo que eso podría significar para los
de día y excursiones durante la noche para hacer las cosas que
demás o como te bendecirá. Sí sé que mantener a nuestros seres
mi mundo cotidiano no permite. También voy a ponerme al día
queridos muy cercanos es aceptar la gracia de Dios. t
con mi lectura, algo que simplemente no tengo mucho tiempo
a dedicarle durante mi semana de trabajo. Sí, habrá un poco
de estudio con el fin de mantenerme al día y edificado para mi
ministerio como obispo. Pero también voy a disfrutar de unas
grandes novelas clásicas que nunca he leído.
Traducido por Aisha Huertas Michel
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THE WORLD
COULD
USE MORE
CREATIVE
COURAGEOUS
& CREDIBLE
LEADERS
WE EDUCATE TOMORROW’S CHANGE MAKERS

Church Schools in the
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia
Providing outstanding
educational experiences
throughout the Commonwealth

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
Coed JK-12 Day
Alexandria
SSSAS.org

All Girls JK-12 Day
Richmond
st.catherines.org

All Boys JK-12 Day
Richmond
stchristophers.com

Christchurch School
Coed 9-12 Boarding & Day
Middlesex County
christchurchschool.org

All Girls 8-12 Boarding/Day
Tappahannock
sms.org

Each of the Church Schools admits students without regard to race, color religion, or national or ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to the students of the school.

Coed PreK-12 Day
8-12 Boarding
Staunton
stuarthallschool.org
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Episcopal Arts Series
of the Diocese
of Virginia

MAGNIFICAT
Magnificat, one of the world’s premier
vocal ensembles, internationally acclaimed
for its sophisticated, historically informed
performance of Renaissance choral
masterpieces, performed on April 15 at
St. James’s, Richmond, as part of the Episcopal
Arts Series. Equally at home in concert hall and
recording studio, the ensemble has established
a reputation for innovative programming,
presenting previously undiscovered works
alongside familiar repertoire in a fresh context.
For more information on Magnificat, visit
magnificat-consort.uk.
Photos: Brandon Martin
Founded in  March 2013, The Episcopal
Arts Series is Bishop Johnston’s initiative
to bring exceptional performances by renowned performers of music and
drama to churches and other locations within the Diocese of Virginia so
as to nurture the spirits and hearts of all who attend. The series is funded
by ticket sales, corporate-partner sponsorships and through speciallydesignated funds held by the Diocese. No income pledged for the diocesan
budget is used. t
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