Spring 2017
The Quarterly Magazine of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN

WALK
IN LOVE
Heal a
Nation

FOR CHRIST. FOR THIS TIME. FOR ALL TIME.

Features

4

12

15

19

Walking in Love Washington
@ Convention
Taken by Storm

We Stand with
Standing Rock

1
3
7
10
14
17
18
23
24

26	An Open Letter to Parents of
Shrine Mont Campers
28 Walk in Love‑From the Beginning
29	White House Debut
General Convention
30	In Memoriam
Clergy Transitions
32 A Big Change for a Big Reason
Happenings at Mayo House

Bishop’s Letter
A Breakthrough Year
Walk in Love–Rt. Rev. Wright
Do You Know Your Neighbor?
Race Reconciliation
Spring Conference
Mustard Seed Grant Fund
Deep Calls to Deep Renewal
Sights & Sounds of Worship

VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN

WHO WE ARE

SPRING 2017 / VOLUME 126 / ISSUE 1

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE

Published by the Diocese of Virginia – Circulation 17,900
Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston
Bishop Suffragan: The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff
Assistant Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Edwin F. Gulick Jr.
Publisher: Ed Jones
Editor: Tanya M. Howard
Design/Layout: John Dixon
Cover: Photos by Shannon Finney, Adrianne Shelton and
Diocesan staff

Virginia Episcopalian (ISSN 15353621, USPS 019711) is published
quarterly by the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, periodicals postage
paid in Richmond, 23232-9998. Copyright 2017. Contact the editor
for reprint permission. Views expressed in this magazine are not
official statements of policy by the Diocese. Editorial/advertising
policy is set by the editor and Executive Board.
Postmaster: Send changes of address to the Virginia Episcopalian,
110 W. Franklin St., Richmond VA 23220. Office hours are 8:30 a.m.4:45 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Communicants: $5/year

The Closing
of Trinity

CONNECT WITH
THE DIOCESE

OF VIRGINIA
The Mayo Memorial Church House:

thedioceseva

110 West Franklin St.
Richmond, VA 23220-5095

@TheDioceseVA
Diocese of Virginia
Mission & Outreach
Shrine Mont Camps
Center Aisle

800-DIOCESE
804-643-8451
Fax 804-644-6928
The Episcopal Diocese of Virginia is a part of the worldwide
Anglican Communion and The Episcopal Church. We are a
community of 80,000 baptized members and 425 clergy
in 38 counties and several cities of central, northern and
northwestern Virginia, serving the world through 180
congregations, six diocesan schools, two diocesan centers
and six diocesan homes, and home to the largest Anglican
seminary in the world. Our episcopal seat is the Cathedral
Shrine of the Transfiguration, Orkney Springs. Organized 1785.

TheDiocese

thediocese.net/eCommunique

Non-Communicants: $6/year

WINTER 2017 / VIRGINIA EPISCOPALIAN

LENT: Checking In
How are you doing for Lent? Notice I asked
how are you doing instead of the usual “what”
are you doing.
Over the years, I’ve come to notice that all too often
people put so much emphasis on what they are giving
up or what special activities or spiritual disciplines they
are taking on. Personally, I’d rather talk to people about
the reasons why we do special things for this season.
That is much more interesting to me, and it certainly
goes deeper. So, how are you doing? Has your prayer
life improved? Any new ideas or feelings about your
relationship to Jesus? Have you been moved in some
way by some spiritual reading? Of course, the point
is whether or not you are growing in your Christian
faith during this special time of the Church year. If so,
keep doing what you are doing—don’t give up what
is working and meaningful just because Lent comes to
an end! And if not, why not? Could it be because you
haven’t really paid much extra attention to your spiritual
life in the last few weeks?
By the time you read this, we will be in the middle
of the season of Lent. We are now standing at the top
of the second half of these forty weekdays (remember,
Sundays are not counted as part of Lent). In a manner of
speaking, we’re in the home stretch. There is plenty of
time to make a difference for your spirituality, so take
some of that time to go deeper.
Before you know it, Palm Sunday, the beginning
of Holy Week, will be upon us. That means there is
much ahead of us, not least of which should be a whole
lot of time spent in church! Going from Palm Sunday
to Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and finally Holy
Saturday (especially if your congregation celebrates
the Great Vigil of Easter), it’s easy to lose sight of the
“journey” on the way to the destination of Easter. At this
half-way point, it seems to me to be a good idea now to
draw ourselves up and re-sight the target. If you’ve been
faithful to Lent, you know “what” you’re doing and what
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there is yet to do, but let’s zeroin on why.
The fourth Sunday in Lent
(this year, March 26) has
BISHOP JOHNSTON
long been known in Anglican
tradition as “Refreshment Sunday.” The point behind
this distinction is a very good one. The popular sense of
Refreshment Sunday is that it marks a kind of “break”
in the Lenten season, a time to relax the somber,
sometimes even dark, mood of Lent. I even remember
reading somewhere that it was referred to as a “religious
seventh-inning stretch!” But there is certainly more to
it than that kind of meaning. At the point of mid-Lent,
when our spirits might stumble a bit under the weight
of Lent’s emphasis on our sins and the brokenness of this
world, and just when we begin to ready ourselves for
Holy Week and find ourselves somewhat daunted at its
prospects, we should remind ourselves of what the great
Biblical commentator William Barclay wrote: “The glory
of God lies in [God’s] compassion, and God never so fully reveals
[God’s]glory as when He reveals [God’s] love.”
This is a love which brings healing, no matter
what our condition. This is the over-arching truth of
our lives, and it is the truth upon which we stand. We
go through all our Lenten observances to know about
and experience more fully the love—and the triumph—
of God.Yes, we can use the word “triumph” during
Lent! After all, the goal of Lent is nothing less than
resurrection. The Prayer Book makes it clear that the
real point to Lent is Easter. True, in a way it can surely
seem that the climax of Lent is the spiritually stupefying
experience of Good Friday. Jesus’ death on the cross, the
proof of God’s ultimate love for us and the forgiveness
of our sins, cannot be denied or slighted in the least bit.
...continued on page 33
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CUARESMA: ¿Cómo está?
Llegó la Cuaresma y le pregunto ¿Cómo está? Note
que en lugar de la pregunta habitual “¿qué está
haciendo?” estoy preguntando “¿Cómo está?
Con el pasar de los años, he llegado a notar que
frecuentemente la gente pone más énfasis lo que están
dejando o cuáles actividades o disciplinas espirituales
están tomando. Personalmente, yo prefiero hablar a las
personas sobre las razones por las cuales hacemos ciertas
cosas especiales para esta temporada. Esto es mucho más
interesante para mí, y ciertamente va hacia temas más
profundos. Así que, ¿cómo está? ¿Ha mejorado su vida de
oración? ¿Tiene nuevas ideas o sentimientos sobre su relación
con Jesús? ¿Se ha sentido tocado de alguna manera por
alguna lectura espiritual? Por supuesto, el punto es si están
creciendo o no en su fe cristiana durante este tiempo especial
del año eclesial. Si es así, ¡sigue haciendo lo que hace, no
deje de hacer lo que funciona y es importante simplemente
porque la Cuaresma llega a su fin! Y si no, ¿por qué no? ¿Será
porque realmente no ha prestado más atención a su vida
espiritual en las últimas semanas?
Para cuando lea estas líneas, ya estaremos en medio
de la temporada de Cuaresma. Estaremos al principio de la
segunda mitad de estos cuarenta días de la semana (recuerda
que los domingos no se cuentan como parte de la Cuaresma).
En cierta forma, estamos en la recta final.Todavía hay suficiente
tiempo para hacer cambios positivos en su espiritualidad.
Entonces, use este tiempo para profundizar lo alcanzado.
Sin apenas notarlo, el Domingo de Ramos, el inicio
de la Semana Santa, estará sobre nosotros. Eso significa
que hay mucho por delante. ¡Y esto incluye las muchas
oportunidades para estar en la Iglesia! Desde el Domingo de
Ramos al Jueves Santo, Viernes Santo y Sábado Santo (sobre
todo si tu congregación celebra la Gran Vigilia Pascual) es
fácil perder de vista el “peregrinar” hacia la Pascua. En este
momento, me parece ser una buena idea el reflexionar
y volver a considerar el objetivo. Si usted ha sido fiel a la
Cuaresma, usted sabe “lo que está haciendo” y lo que aún
debe hacerse. Pero, concentrémonos en el “por qué.”
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El cuarto domingo de Cuaresma
(este año, el 26 de marzo) ha sido
conocido en la tradición anglicana
OBISPO JOHNSTON
como “Domingo de la Alegría” (o,
en algunos países también conocido
como “Domingo Rosa”, por el color de las vestimentas
tradicionales del sacerdote, N de T). La razón detrás de este
nombre es muy buena. Este domingo parece que marca una
especie de “pausa” en la Cuaresma, un tiempo para disminuir
el estado de ánimo sombrío o a veces penoso de la Cuaresma.
¡Recuerdo haber leído alguna vez que en alguna parte se lo
llamó el “Domingo del descanso la Séptima Entrada!” Pero su
significado es mucho más profundo que estos nombres. Este
domingo marca la mitad de la Cuaresma, cuando nuestros
espíritus pueden tropezar un poco bajo el peso de énfasis
cuaresmal en nuestros pecados y las penas de este mundo.
Es, también, justo cuando empezamos a prepararnos para la
Semana Santa y nos encontramos un poco intimidados por
sus perspectivas. Aquí debemos recordar algo que el gran
comentarista bíblico William Barclay escribió: “La gloria de
Dios se encuentra en su compasión y Dios nunca revela su gloria tan
plenamente sino cuando nos revela su amor.”
Este es un amor que trae sanidad, sin tener en cuenta
nuestra condición. Esta es la verdad primordial de nuestras
vidas, y es la verdad sobre la que nos afirmamos. Cumplimos
con todas nuestras obligaciones cuaresmales para conocer y
experimentar más plenamente el amor y el triunfo de Dios.
¡Sí, podemos usar la palabra “triunfo” durante la Cuaresma!
Después de todo, el objetivo de la Cuaresma es nada menos
que la Resurrección. El Libro de Oración deja en claro que el
centro real de Cuaresma es la Pascua. Cierto, sin duda parece
que el clímax de la Cuaresma es la insondable experiencia
espiritual del Viernes Santo. La muerte de Jesús en la Cruz, la
prueba de amor definitiva de Dios para nosotros y el perdón de
...continúa en la página 33
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A Breakthrough Year
Below are excerpts from Bishop Shannon S. Johnston’s Pastoral Address to
the 222nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia. The Bishop
delivered at the convention a shortened version of his full written address that
can be found at the DOV website on the convention recap page.

“Not to be dramatic, but I will say that the year 2016 was something of a
‘breakthrough’ year for me as your bishop. To begin with, my prayer life
and my spiritual compass, generally, became increasingly insistent that I
must be more of a public activist about the values to which I feel called by
my faith in Jesus as the Lord of life and by the whole record of the sacred
Scriptures. I’ve been calling this awareness ‘faith in the public square,’
and it compels me not only for my ministry and role as a bishop but
also simply as an individual Christian person.
“As I said, this has come to me from promptings in my prayer
life, but I believe it is related to three factors. First, the ‘mainstream’
Protestant churches have become more marginalized than ever, our
voice being all but drowned-out by the hard-Right fundamentalists
and politically charged evangelicals. The very label of ‘Christian’
has been virtually hijacked in the larger media by the so-called
‘Religious Right.’As a result, our secularized culture is not truly aware
of a more moderate and broader voice from the Christian tradition. This is
unacceptable to me as an Episcopalian. The same goes for the ultra-Left.
“The second factor moving me into a more activist-style of our Christian
faith is the alarming polarization in our public discourse as the American society.
If ever our nation and world needed the Anglican tradition of a ‘big tent’
community—our ability to forge consensus around ‘both—and’ as contrasted
to the highly toxic and (in the end) destructive ‘either—or’— it is now.
“Finally, I’m raising the bar for my Christian voice because it is now
apparent to me that here in the United States (although certainly not limited
to our country) a fear-driven, isolationist nationalism seriously threatens the
Gospel’s vision for human life and community by propping up self-interest as
nothing short of an idol. Jesus never said or exemplified ‘self first.’ Quite the
contrary: We follow a Lord who said ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’
In my book, that means ‘selflessly’ and ‘unconditionally.’
“Of course, the very word activist can evoke many different feelings and
images because it means different things to different people and so I want
to be clear that I don’t intend to become a rabble-rouser! … Rather, I should
seek to articulate and bring a concrete witness to our Christian values as
declared in unambiguous specificity in the Baptismal Covenant.” t
PHOTO: SHANNON FINNEY
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Walking
in Love @
Convention
In 1785, construction was underway for the new Virginia State Capitol designed by
Thomas Jefferson. The dollar was selected as the money unit for the United States.
Richard Henry Lee was president of the Congress of the Confederation, before
John Hancock assumed the office during the same year. Virginia and Maryland
delegates met at the Mount Vernon Conference to address issues about the use of
the Pocomoke and Potomac rivers, as well as the Chesapeake Bay. It’s also the year
that the newly organized Diocese of Virginia participated as one of nine dioceses at
the first General Convention.
More than two centuries after that gathering, the 222nd Annual Convention
of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia met January 26 through 28 at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel in Reston. With the convention theme “Walk in Love,” more than 600 clergy,
lay delegates, spouses and other invited guests attended a gathering that included
bishops’ addresses, Diocesan elections and a celebration of new parishes.
“Not to be dramatic, but I will say that the year 2016 was something of a
‘breakthrough’ year for me as your bishop,” said the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston,
bishop of the Diocese of Virginia, during his pastoral address, available on the
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Diocese of Virginia website. “To
begin with, my prayer life and my
spiritual compass, generally, became
increasingly insistent that I must
be more of a public activist about
the values to which I feel called by
my faith in Jesus as the Lord of my
life and by the whole record of the
sacred Scriptures.
“I’ve been calling this
awareness ‘faith in the public square’
and it compels me not only for my
ministry and role as a bishop, but
also simply as an individual, Christian
person,” the Bishop added.
As he walked the expanse of
the dais with a wireless microphone
and no notes, Ted Talk style,
Bishop Johnston also covered many
other topics, including a change
to the Bishop Visitation schedule
beginning in September 2017.
There will be one visit per Sunday

for each bishop, so that the three
bishops will have more time to
spend with each church. This
means that most congregations
now will receive a bishop every
other year, rather than the current
schedule of church visits by a
bishop every year.
The Rt. Rev. Robert C.
Wright, bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of Atlanta, delivered this
year’s keynote address, also now
found on the diocesan website.
Bishop Wright strongly urged
listeners to reach out to young
people and bring them into the
fold of the church – seeking them
out, rather than waiting for them
to arrive at church.
Addressing the theme of
“Walk in Love,” Bishop Wright said:
“If what the Bible tells us about
God’s love is true, then I’ve got

some good news this morning.
To walk in God’s love is to be
surrounded by God’s love. To
walk in love is to be in something
that has no bottom. Something
infinite. So encompassing and
elastic is God’s love, even when
we fall we don’t break. We
bounce. Even when our days are
finished on earth, God’s love is
forever and ever. Flip to the back
of the Bible. Hate and division
lose. Love wins. In God’s love,
there is no lack of love.”
Convention activities also
included: elections of new members
of the Standing Committee, as well
as deputies for General Convention
and Provincial Synod; presentation
of the “Stories of the Diocese,”
including a Faith in the Public
Square panel discussion; a wide
...continued on page 6

“Not to be dramatic, but
I will say that the year
2016 was something of
a ‘breakthrough’ year for
me as your bishop.”
– Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston

“I’ve got some good news
this morning. To walk
in God’s love is to be
surrounded by God’s love.”

PHOTOS: SHANNON FINNEY
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– Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese
of Atlanta
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...continued from page 5

range of exhibitor booths; multiple
workshops, committee meetings and
hearings; and discussion of proposed
resolutions and the diocesan budget.

BUDGET
The Diocese passed a balanced
budget with an increased allocation to
grants for Episcopal College Ministries.

RESOLUTIONS
The Convention voted to update the
Compensation and Benefit Guidelines
to reflect the current policy of the
Church Pension Group on paid
maternity leave for clergy; and to
expand guidelines to address broader
family leave benefits to include paid
leave for adoption as well as birth, for
secondary caretakers of new children,
and for families in need of care for
matters dealing with aging or illness.
Also approved was a resolution
that a letter on behalf of the Diocese
be sent to the elected representatives
of the Commonwealth in support
of legislation that requires paid
maternity and paternity leave for all
employees within Virginia.

Finally, the Convention voted
to affirm The Episcopal Church’s
endorsement of legislative efforts to
guarantee adequate health care and
insurance for all people of the United
States. The resolution also urges the
governor and General Assembly to
extend wider health care coverage in
Virginia through Medicaid and other
appropriate measures, especially to
people of limited means.
On the last day of the
Convention, the congregations of
St. Luke’s, Simeon, and St. Paul’s,
Nomini Grove, processed onto
the Convention floor as part of a
celebration of their elevation from
mission to parish status. t

TANYA M. HOWARD.
Tanya M. Howard is director of Communications
for the Diocese of Virginia.

PHOTO: DALE BRITTLE

PHOTO: DALE BRITTLE

PHOTO: SHANNON FINNEY
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Walk In Love
Below you’ll find excerpts from Bishop Robert C. Wright’s
Keynote Address to the 222nd Annual Convention of the
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia.

“Love is at the center of the Jesus movement.
[Presiding] Bishop [Michael] Curry is right, ‘if it
ain’t about love, it ain’t about God. And we are
about God in this place.’ Somebody
say AMEN. Just to be clear, when
I say the word love, I don’t mean
an insipid sentiment. I mean the
most durable substance in the
universe. I mean the divine love
showcased for us in the love of
Christ even in spite of suffering
and death. I mean a love that
pours itself out and toward
God and neighbor. And
though poured out,
somehow through its
dispersal it replenishes
itself. It binds wounds
and makes wonders. I
mean a love that is the
best measurement of our
The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright
Christian maturity. To deliver
that, to be that, in the world is why
we ‘walk in love.’
“If what the Bible tells us about
God’s love is true, then I’ve got some
good news this morning. To walk in
God’s love is to be surrounded by
God’s love. To walk in love is to be
in something that has no bottom.
Something infinite. So encompassing
and elastic is God’s love, even when we
fall we don’t break, we bounce. Even
when our days are finished on earth,

“ So encompassing and elastic is
God’s love, even when we fall
we don’t break, we bounce.”
– Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta

God’s love is forever and ever. Flip to the back of
the Bible. Hate and division lose. Love wins. In
God’s love there is no lack of love.
“And if love is a walking thing, then
our Church is going to have to walk toward
young people more intentionally. I don’t know
about the Diocese of Virginia, but in the area
of the Diocese of Atlanta, we have 66 colleges,
universities and trade schools with a combined
enrollment of more than 300,000 young people.
And yet, at present, we’ve only got seven campus
missioners. We’ve got to walk toward them.
Certainly this kind of walking is deserving of
our shared efforts and shared resources. Would
we welcome them if they showed up at our
parish? Yes we would. But they are not coming.
And yet from everything I read, and from my
experience, they are nevertheless interested in
the same things we are. They wrestle with the big
questions: What does forgiveness require? How
do I live a life with meaning?
“We’ve got to partner together and
walk in love toward these young people both
as individuals and as dioceses of The Episcopal
Church. Why? Because God left the gated
community called heaven to walk toward us in
the person of Jesus Christ. And the best evidence
that you and I can give that we grasp that, is
that we walk toward others in love.” t

PHOTO: SHANNON FINNEY
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Diocesan staff
also contributed
images to this
photo gallery.
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Do You
Know Your
Neighbor?
Sometimes God uses the telephone
to make His calls.
In this case, it was a phone call in 2014 from Lance Barton, then director of the
Northern Neck Food Bank (NNFB) to Torrence Harman, then rector of St. Mary’s
Whitechapel (SMWC), about the possibility of opening a “mobile” pantry for the
upper part of Lancaster County on the Northern Neck.

Adapted from a 2017 Annual Convention
presentation by pantry coordinator
Jannine Pannell and her husband Bill.
PHOTOS: JANNINE PANNELL
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They expected to serve about 50 households or 100 people already registered with
NNFB. These clients were traveling up to 50 miles
round trip to a pantry in White Stone that could
no longer support them.
Torrence contacted SMWC parishioners Bill
and Jannine Pannell, whose interest in feeding the
hungry was evidenced by the annual baskets they
provided for quite a few area families. They were
stunned to learn how many more of their neighbors were in need and humbled at the daunting
challenge before them.
They invited representatives from eight
area churches to an organizational meeting.
These churches became the financial and volunteer backbone of River Road Food Pantry (RRFP):
SMWC Episcopal

Trinity Episcopal

Hartswell Baptist

Queen Esther Baptist

Corrottoman Baptist

Beulah Baptist

Bethel United Methodist

Emmanuel Methodist

Now open one afternoon a month, these volunteers serve an average of 100 low-income families or 300 people a month. About half of their
volunteers are also clients. About 30 volunteers
show up early on pantry day to off-load the food
delivered by the NNFB, sort it, bag it and stage it.
Before the pantry opens, the volunteers eat and
pray together in supportive fellowship.
RRFP was one of the first outreach programs in the area to use the combined resources
of several churches for its operation. It is living
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“I want you to be
concerned about your
next-door neighbor.
Do you know your
next-door neighbor?”
– Mother Teresa

proof that small churches can do big things
when they work together.
An unexpected blessing from the River
Road Food Pantry has been the new relationships
between people who had lived next door to each
other without ever knowing one another.
“In bringing folks together from predominately white churches and predominately black
churches, volunteers and clients have learned
to know, trust and respect each other,” Jannine
said. “I believe that is truly the greatest success
of the River Road Food Pantry.”
Mother Teresa would agree. t

ELIZABETH H. COTTRELL
Elizabeth H. Cottrell is a member of
Emmanuel Church, Woodstock. She is a
freelance writer (RiverwoodWriter.com)
and blogger (Heartspoken.com).
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Washington
Taken By
Storm

Many of us went to the polls on Nov. 8 confident of a new
look for the presidency. All of us got just that. Some are
pleased with the result and feeling confident about the new
leader. Some are disappointed, distraught and fearful.
One woman took action in what may seem like a small
way. She used social media to suggest a response. The rest, as
they say, is history – a first-time experience for many who felt
called to do something and ended up creating a movement
that might well have a lasting impact.
The story of how the Women’s March on Washington
came into being already has been codified into lore. As the
returns rolled in on election night, a Hawaiian grandmother
and retired attorney named Teresa Shook created a Facebook

PHOTO: KATE WETTSTEIN

PHOTO: BRIDGET COFFEY

PHOTO: SUSAN TILT
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page suggesting that women gather in Washington,
D.C., on Inauguration weekend. Then she went to
bed. By the time she woke up, 10,000 people had
affirmed the plan.
The Women’s March on Washington on Jan.
21 drew hundreds of thousands of women and men.
It was, by all measures, one of the largest protest
marches in the history of the city, if not the nation.
Women and men from across our Diocese and The
Episcopal Church were also there in droves. They
traveled together in cars, buses and trains to converge
on the Mall. They took time out of busy lives to gather
and give voice for what they believe in – to walk in
love and to march in faith.
Several told me that this was something they
needed to do for themselves and for their children.
In addition to the march in D.C., sister marches
emerged on the same day across the country and
the world with many parents bringing their children,
teaching by example the importance of justice

and mercy. Some had never before participated in
political protest, but felt that they must now speak
up in support of human rights and for the protection
of equal and civil rights. Many marchers echoed
Bishop Susan Goff’s words: “It’s all about living the
faith that I proclaim. For me, it’s a Jesus bias and, as
a Christian, I embrace this bias toward justice and
equality in Jesus’ name.”
The march was not a one-time wonder. It has
grown into a national and international movement.
Social media continue to provide resources and links
for ongoing action. Two of the most reliable are:
indivisible.com and womensmarch.com t

MALINDA COLLIER
Malinda Collier is director of Lay Ministry &
Formation at St. Mark’s, Richmond.

PHOTO: ELAINE THOMAS

PHOTO: JANE KILGOUR
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PHOTO: HOLY COMFORTER, RICHMOND
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RACE RECONCILIATION
One Conversation at a Time
All are welcome in The Episcopal Church, but then comes
the work of welcoming all.
As Christ-followers committed to striving for justice and
peace, and to respecting the
dignity of every human being, our ability to connect
with people often arises from
experiences we share – in
a word, empathy. But what
about the experiences we
don’t share as we rise to confront matters of racial reconciliation? What can you do, as
an individual, to mitigate this
empathy gap? t

HELEN MOSHER
Helen Mosher is director of
Communications at St. George’s
Episcopal Church, Fredericksburg, and
former news editor and social media
manager for the Episcopal Café.

Make yourself available
Everyone can be a greeter. A smile or a nod can help a newcomer find the
right page in the Book of Common Prayer. Behaviors that show you’re open
and welcoming to all are much more important than your church website
saying that you’re open and welcoming to all.

Learn how to really listen
In any new encounter, it might be tempting (oh, hey extroverts!) to take over a
conversation and steer it in the most comfortable direction. Instead, let people
talk about what they are experiencing and hear out what they have to say.

Avoid canned connection
It’s really easy to say, “Oh, I know how you feel!” and then launch into that one
time you experienced something sort of similar, but really not. In many cases, we
actually don’t know how a person feels. But we can be glad that the person told
us, so that we can do anything we can to help make their experience better.

Know that it won’t be easy
It may be uncomfortable. In fact, conversations about race can be profoundly
difficult for people. “Acknowledging that up front is a big help,” says the
Rev. Melanie Mullen, director of Reconciliation, Justice, and Creation Care for
The Episcopal Church. “It releases you from having to be perfect at it. You
are going to make mistakes.”

Create safe space for emotion
All too often, we bring our own baggage to the table. We may have
preconceived notions about race, religion or ethnicity that we’re not even
aware of. Resist the temptation to be defensive. And if things get heated,
“and they will,” says Heidi J. Kim, officer for Racial Reconciliation at The
Episcopal Church, “just stop and take a moment to pray.”

Build on one-to-one connections
You never know what may grow out of a single conversation, but building these
relationships will pay dividends. When these relationships, grounded in shared
faith, blossom and grow, we start to recognize our own role in perpetuating
systems that ultimately isolate us from one another. It is then that we begin the
difficult, but important and rewarding work of racial reconciliation.
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A core narrative as Christians is that
God comes to find us. The story of God
looking for Adam and Eve begins the
saga. The chronicle continues as we hear
again the stories of Jesus of Nazareth
having “pitched his tent among us.”
(John 1:14) These are God stories about
place and people.
In the same sense, it can be
said that The Episcopal Church is the
Standing Rock Sioux Nation in North
Dakota. Among its 8,000 people are
eight Episcopal congregations with
more than 3,000 members. In our
baptismal commitment, we have
pledged ourselves to one another – a
commitment under God’s Covenant
took place on Standing Rock for seven
months and since the 1870s.
It’s a story that now includes a
pipeline. Before it was about water and
land and gold, and always coming at
the expense of a people that have felt
expendable.
Jesus’ own people felt that way.
Their conflicts were around land and
power and people. We are reminded
that Jesus moved among the people,
...continued on page 16
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We
Stand
with

Standing
Rock
The Dakota Access Pipeline, a nearly 1,200 mile-long underground oil pipeline
project in the northern U.S., is under construction by an Energy Transfer
Partners, L.P. subsidiary and more than 85 percent complete. The pipeline is
to run from western North Dakota to southern Illinois, with sections tunneled
beneath the Missouri and Mississippi rivers and parts of Lake Oahe near the
Standing Rock Indian Reservation spanning areas in North and South Dakota.
In early 2016, grassroots movements emerged in opposition to the pipeline,
protesting its environmental impact and questioning its necessity. Native
Americans in Iowa and the Dakotas say that the pipeline threatens the region’s
clean water supply and ancient burial grounds. A group organized on the
Standing Rock Indian Reservation brought a petition to the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers against the pipeline project and sued for an injunction. A camp
created at the pipeline site in North Dakota in resistance to the Dakota Access
Pipeline grew to thousands of people and drew global attention. Shortly after
taking office, President Donald Trump ordered continuation of the pipeline
project, and in February, a U.S. District Court judge denied a restraining order
request from Native Americans to halt the pipeline. Federal agents recently
asked people to disperse from the protest camp.
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made himself known there, and didn’t just stand on the sidelines hoping
for the best.
The Episcopal Church flag was flying in solidarity at Standing Rock. It
wasn’t that we pledged ourselves to what many describe as a protest camp.
We made Standing Rock’s fight our fight.
Standing Rock’s treaty rights to protect the environment became
our struggle. Its concern for the sacred sites being endangered became our
concern. Protection of the generations past, the generations that are here and
the generations yet to come became the sustaining heart of our presence.
The waters that surround this place are those of the Missouri River.
Through these waters, we were joined with hundreds of Indigenous Nations
that have recognized our stand with them. The Episcopal Church flag being
flown in support of Standing Rock found its place in the heart of the “flag row.”
The flag was there amidst the hazy morning smoke of campfires. It took on the
aroma of solidarity. Through the blizzards and in the hard winds, it remained.
And now, even while the camps are breaking up, we remain. We stand with
Standing Rock. t
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…continued from page 17

REV. JOHN FLOBERG
Rev. John Floberg has served
on Standing Rock for 25 years.
His wife, Sloane, is a deacon and
professional counselor. They
have three sons and a daughter
with one grandchild. Rev. Floberg
graduated from Bexley Hall
Seminary in 1991.
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“Walk in Love”
Bishop’s Conference for
Lay Professionals, Clergy
and Spouses

The writer who may have the most buzz in The
Episcopal Church these days will join us for our spring
conference this year, so mark your calendars now for
this special time together.
Rachel Held Evans is a New York Times bestselling author and popular blogger who writes about
faith, doubt and life in the Bible Belt. Her books
include “Faith Unraveled” (2010), “A Year of Biblical
Womanhood” (2012) and “Searching for Sunday”
(2015). With millions of visits each year, her blog has
become a renowned online hub for conversations
about Christianity and culture.
“Rachel Held Evans is one of the most soughtafter speakers in The Episcopal Church and across the
country,” said the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, bishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia. “I am no less than
thrilled that she will be with us at the Bishop’s Spring
Conference - and also that we are able to respond to
the clear call from our lay professionals, clergy and
spouses for Rachel to come to the mountain. Rachel is
a profoundly articulate and prolific voice on faith and
culture in the Church today. Our conference will indeed
be a special time together.”
Held Evans was featured on The View, The Today
Show, NPR, Slate, the BBC, The Washington Post, the
Atlantic Monthly and Oprah.com. She also served on
President Barack Obama’s Advisory Council on FaithBased and Neighborhood Partnerships.
Her popularity as a writer keeps her busy
speaking across the country. She has spoken at the
Festival of Faith and Writing, the Q Conference, Trinity
Wall Street, Princeton University, Austin Theological
Seminary, Eastern University, Baylor University,
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May 1-3, 2017 at
Shrine Mont Retreat Center
Register today at thediocese.net
Featuring:
New York Times Best-Selling Author

Rachel Held Evans
In addition to the plenaries with Held Evans, our ministry
workshop series and pre-conference sessions will offer a broad
range of fresh and practical conversations to enliven your spirit
and enrich your ministries. Be sure to bring your hiking shoes,
knitting, bike, yoga mat or favorite book so you can refresh and
renew while you’re on the mountain.
the Gay Christian Network Conference, the Wild Goose
Festival, and a wide range of retreats, conferences,
universities and churches. In 2015, in partnership
with Nadia Bolz-Weber and Jim Chaffee, she launched
the Why Christian? Conference, which features fresh,
diverse voices responding to the question of why they
continue in the faith.
Held Evans lives with her husband, Dan, in Dayton,
Tennessee—home of the famous Scopes Monkey Trial
of 1925. They were thrilled to welcome their first child,
Henry, in February 2016. They worship at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Cleveland, Tennessee. t

JULIE SIMONTON
Julie Simonton is Diocesan officer of
Congregational Development & Stewardship
for the Diocese of Virginia.
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The Message of the
Step out in faith
“ The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field; it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when
it has grown it is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree….”

A mustard seed is tiny—one
to two millimeters in diameter.
Yet from this tiny seed grows a
shrub up to nine feet tall.
From the simple image
Christ gave us centuries ago,
Christians have been inspired to
step out in faith toward God’s call,
– Matthew 13:31-32
even when everything logical tells
us it’s not possible. It’s too hard.
We’re not ready. We’re not sufficiently equipped…or skilled…or financed.
In the spirit of this beloved
parable, the Diocese of Virginia’s Mustard
Seed Fund was born in 2002. The
Mustard Seed Fund provides seed money
(pun intended) for projects in priority
areas of youth and college ministries,
local outreach, world mission and
strengthening churches—projects with the
potential for transforming lives.
Fueled by the generosity of donors,
the annual grants range from $500 to
$5,000, and 2016 grants totaled $30,395. These small
grants, when combined with the passion, effort and
faith of project volunteers, have grown into a community
garden and feeding program, a labyrinth for spiritbuilding, facilities that are more accessible, ministries in
impoverished nations, youth mentoring, training for lay
leaders, support for the poor and aged, and many more.
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This remarkable fund
perpetuates Christ’s message
to each of us. When we feel
called—whether it be to donate or
implement—we must step out in
faith, trusting God for the rest and
expecting it to be huge.
This fund is witness to
the faith-building power of the
mustard seed right here in the
Diocese of Virginia.

“For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size
of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and
nothing will be impossible for you.”
– Matthew 17:20

DO YOU FEEL CALLED TO
HELP THE MUSTARD SEED
FUND GROW?
Donate online at http://bit.ly/2kUmYc6
or mail your check to Mustard Seed Fund,
110 West Franklin St., Richmond, VA 23220. t

ELIZABETH H. COTTRELL
Elizabeth H. Cottrell is a member of Emmanuel
Church, Woodstock. She is a freelance
writer (RiverwoodWriter.com) and blogger
(Heartspoken.com).
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Go into the World &
Preach the Gospel
The Closing of Trinity, Highland Springs
Trinity Church, Highland Springs, closed
in early 2015. And as final as that may
sound, its ministry didn’t end.
“‘To your faithful
people, O Lord, life is
changed, not ended.’
These words from
the burial service in
the Book of Common
Prayer are true not
only for persons, but
for churches.When
congregations die,
members can find new
life – resurrection life.
This is the story of
how two congregations
became one, worshipped
and served the world
lovingly, then died –
only to have devoted
members discover light
and hope beyond the
darkness of loss.”
From Rt. Rev. Susan Goff,
Bishop Suffragan
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Trinity’s enduring spirit is this: We are faithful churchgoers,
and we participate in church life.
Change has been a familiar theme at Trinity. In 1989,
Church of Our Savior, Sandston, was sold and the congregation
merged with Church of the Messiah, Highland Springs.
The combined congregations – named Trinity Church,
Highland Springs – learned how to be newcomers as
members of the same parish. That skill still lives.
Property on Airport Drive in Richmond was purchased
in the hope that a new church building would symbolize a
new beginning. Meanwhile, we worshiped as a united family
in what had been Messiah’s building.
But a new church building was not to be. Trinity’s
membership waxed and waned under the pressures of
an aging congregation, constrained incomes, a difficult
economy, neighborhood changes and diocesan policies.
Services and programs continued as membership leveled
off to a steady attendance of about 40 at most services.
Parishioners tried to make sure the ministry of Trinity
continued. We solicited ideas many times from communicants
about ways to thrive. The vestry streamlined the budget.
Eventually, we had to use savings to survive. Then, in 2003,
we could afford only part-time clergy.
By the fall of 2013, the time came to make a tough
decision: There was just enough to sustain operations for a
few more years.
… continued on page 20
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Birth. In 1989, Church of Our Saviour,
Sandston, and Church of the Messiah,
Highland Springs, two small neighboring
parishes, were merged. The combined vestry
voted to worship at the Highland Springs
property and sell the Church of our Saviour.

Transition. Twenty-five years later,
the united church — Trinity, Highland
Springs — closes, disbursing its holdings
to community organizations doing
Christ’s work in the world.

Resurrection. Today, Trinity’s
members, aware that they always are part
of the universal Church, take the loving
spirit of their parish into other churches
and the community.

… continued from page 19

FINDING THE WAY FORWARD
We decided not to prolong our
demise in a long goodbye. Instead, we
wanted to find an acceptable, creative
way to leave Trinity’s legacy.
So in March 2014, we formed
a Ministry Review Committee of four
parishioners led by our new vicar, the
Rev. Charlie Spigner. Its purpose was
to evaluate the parish’s ministry and
to look objectively at the state of the
congregation and its ministry.
The committee began working
with open hearts and minds and a
commitment, with God’s help, to look
reality in the face. We discussed the state
of the church, procedures, and legal and
financial matters. The committee’s work
allowed the vestry to keep its focus on
running the church.
Church trustees were invited
to meet with the Ministry Review
Committee to hear a report on the state
of the church and discuss options for
moving forward. The concerns of the
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trustees were heard and considered. In
the end, they all agreed that it was time
to move toward a closing date.
The committee discussed the
emotional impact on the congregation,
and ways to distribute church
belongings. We envisioned what the last
days would be like, including how to use
the remaining funds.
One of the more difficult topics
involved contacting all the living relatives
involved with liquidating designated
memorial funds.
Finally, after months of discussion,
the Ministry Review Committee met
with the vestry and gave its report on
the state of the parish. After much open
and honest discussion, the vestry voted
to close by February 2015. The closure
process was challenging, to say the least.
The vestry’s decision was not easy, but
we believed that there was hope after
death, and that would require coming
together to support each other.

“It’s hard to let go of
things that mean so
much to you even if,
in the end, they are
only stone, glass,
brick and mortar.”
– Dawn McNamara,
Trinity parishioner
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“
HONORING TRINITY’S LEGACY
The struggle to stay open now
shifted to looking toward the future.
Nearly everyone in our congregation
remained until it closed.
Julia Randle, diocesan
historiographer and archivist, outlined
how to organize and box up our
historical records for storage in diocesan
archives. Ted Smith, diocesan treasurer,
helped us handle buildings, real estate
holdings and other financial matters.
Liturgical items were donated to
several Episcopal churches. Furnishings,
sheet music, books, office equipment,
kitchen supplies, book shelves, desks and
miscellanea were given to parishioners.
Leftover items were donated to area
organizations like the Salvation Army.
The cornerstones from the two buildings
were opened and the contents displayed
for viewing.
The Ministry Review Committee,
with vestry approval, allocated money
from designated memorial funds to
charities – FISH, FeedMore, Caritas,
local church food pantries – as well as to
Shrine Mont. We were grateful that we
could offer almost $60,000 to many of
the ministries Trinity supported over
the years.
These gifts were made to honor
the spirit in which the original memorials
were given. To most members, it was
painfully sad to lose the beloved church
and church family, but once the decision
to close was made and a date agreed
upon by the vestry, new life sprang up.
... continued on page 22
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The change has meant the closing of one door - a part of my life for 58
years - and the opening of another door. Trinity was my church home
from childhood and held my heart and memories of my family, children
and grandchildren, as well as the hearts and souls of many beloved
church members who lived, loved and passed on. There was laughter,
sorrow, death, and much love found in that fellowship. Closing that door
was heart-wrenching. It left me with some soul-searching to do about
what I was looking for in another church.
I knew I wanted to stay connected to my
church family and felt the welcoming arms
of Varina Episcopal Church drawing me in.
Opening the new door there has brought
me new friends, new faces, welcoming
arms and hearts, and some of my former
parishioners. It’s like a new birth and a
fresh start.” –Betty Hale

Trinity’s
Parishioners
Out in
the World

“

Needless to say, I was devastated when the decision was made to close
the church I had been participating in since 1939. I thought about it
and prayed about it and came to the conclusion that we were closing,
not because we had failed in Highland Springs, but because we had
accomplished our potential there, and God was sending us out to do the
work he has given us to do in other congregations. It was up to each of
us to find a church family that we wanted to join. Though 10 years ago I
had moved into a senior community in Richmond, I was still driving out
to Trinity each Sunday and for other functions. I visited several churches
in my area and eventually became an active member of the parish family
at Church of the Epiphany Episcopal, Richmond. I chose to become a part
of this congregation because, the people are friendly, there is a good mix
of ages, they do a lot of outreach, and – thanks be to God – on occasion
you hear one of our babies cry.” –Ina Stickel

“[Trinity’s closing] was one of the hardest things I
have done in my life, but I think it was also a process
of love. I feel joy in my heart at how it was done…
Trinity has been resurrected, and its parishioners are
moving onward and upward.”
– Betty Hale, Trinity parishioner
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... continued from page 21

CELEBRATING LIFE, PAST
AND FUTURE
Two weeks before Trinity closed,
Ina Stickel, a member since 1939,
addressed the 2015 Diocesan Council
(now called Annual Convention). She
spoke movingly about Trinity’s ministry
coming to a close because the time
had come for its people to take on new
challenges with new communities. Stickel
ended her speech with, “Look out world,
here we come!” The 600-some Virginia
Episcopalians responded with a long,
thunderous standing ovation.
Susan Goff, bishop suffragan,
celebrated at the closing service on
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2015, assisted by
Charlie Spigner, our vicar.
The church was overflowing
with parishioners, guests from nearby
Episcopal churches and other nearby
churches. A reception followed in the
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Church of the Messiah, circa 1920

parish hall. Then, on Sunday, the people
of Trinity came together one last time to
celebrate the Holy Eucharist and to say
our goodbyes.
In the memory book distributed
at the closing service, Helen Lape, a
communicant who lives in a nearby
retirement home, wrote: “It is with great
sadness that I have to witness the closing
of [Trinity’s] doors. My faith is in our
Lord, and I firmly believe when He closes
one door He opens another. I trust He
will guide us all in finding another church
home in the near future.”
Since the closing, most of us have
become members of other churches and
are actively involved, taking with us our
Trinity spirit.
The people of Trinity are sustained
and strengthened by God’s grace. And
for this we give thanks. t

LINDA MARLOW
Linda Marlow was a long-time
parishioner of Trinity, Highland
Springs, and served as senior
warden before its closing.
She now worships at Varina
Church, Varina.
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Deep Calls to Deep
Preaching Renewal
Deep Calls to Deep: A Program to
Strengthen Episcopal Preaching is
a year-long initiative at the Virginia
Theological Seminary that emphasizes
the spirituality of preaching.
We nurture preaching passion
in mid-career clergy by deepening
preachers’ connection to the Holy
Spirit and by engaging their voices
and bodies in the service of more
passionate proclamation.
Peer groups of six working
preachers, including a trained peer
facilitator, meet monthly over a year to
respond to each other’s preaching.The
groups gather initially at a week-long
residency in Virginia and conclude the
year with a second residency.
The program accepted 37
Fellows from Washington, D.C.,
Maryland and Virginia for 2016-17
and 24 from the Episcopal Dioceses
of Texas and NewYork for 2017-18.
The two cohorts will meet at the
2017 Residency from June 10-16 for
a program titled: For Such a Time as
This: Preaching for the Public Square.
Here are the names of
Diocese of Virginia clergy involved
for 2016-2017. t
REV. LESLIE CHADWICK
Rev. Leslie Chadwick is
program coordinator for Deep
Calls to Deep: A Program to
Strengthen Episcopal Preaching at VTS and
the associate rector at the Church of the Good
Shepherd in Burke.
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Preaching Guides
The Rev. Ann Gillespie, Christ Church, Alexandria
The Rev. Dr. Hilary Smith, The Church of the Holy Comforter, Richmond

Peer Group Facilitators
The Rev. Gail Epes, Co-founder of the non-profit Dropping the Reins
The Rev. Phoebe Roaf, St. Philip’s, Richmond
The Rev. Dr. Ketlen Solak, Brandywine Collaborative Ministries, Wilmington, Del.
The Rev. Leslie Steffensen, Canon to the Bishop for Federal Ministries, Washington, D.C.
The Rev. Anne Turner, Bridge Interim Rector, St. Timothy’s, Herndon

2016-2017 Preaching Fellows for Deep Calls to Deep
The Rev. Deacon Barbara Ambrose (Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of
Education, MCE ’03; Deacon Formation Institute, Diocese of VA ’10) St. Andrew’s, Richmond
The Rev. Ann Barker (Candler School of Theology ’96; Anglican Studies Certificate, School of
Theology, Sewanee, Tenn. ’99) St. John’s, Arlington
The Rev. Dr. Rosemary Beales (VTS ’05; D. Min. ’12) St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School, Alexandria
The Rev. Jo Belser (VTS ’12) Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria
The Rev. Charles Brock (VTS ’07) St. James’, Mt Vernon
The Rev. Carol Hancock (VTS ’85) St. John’s, Centreville
The Rev. Meredith Heffner (VTS ’08) St. Mark’s, Alexandria
The Rev. Joseph Hensley (VTS ’07) St. George’s, Fredericksburg
The Rev. Herbert Jones (VTS ’11) Church of Our Saviour, Montpelier
The Rev. Jeanie Martinez-Jantz (VTS ’07) Olivet Episcopal Church, Alexandria
The Rev. Elizabeth Rees (VTS ’07) St. Aidan’s, Alexandria
The Rev. Elizabeth Tomlinson (VTS ’14) St. Paul’s, Bailey’s Crossroads
The Rev. Jeff Shankles (VTS ’05) St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, Annandale
The Rev. Bambi Willis (VTS ’05) formerly of St. Asaph’s, Bowling Green
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Sights & Sounds of Worship
Walking into St. Paul’s, Alexandria, on a Sunday
afternoon in February, I hear the sounds of people
singing. The service has not started, but every time
I visit with our Sudanese brothers and sisters, they
gather in the sanctuary and prepare for worship by
joining in song. I cannot understand the words, but
they are beautiful and moving nonetheless. This is
something unique to them, which I experience and
share with others.

PHOTOS: AISHA HUERTAS

As Intercultural Ministries officer for the
Diocese of Virginia, I have had many such moving
and special experiences. While traveling from
Richmond to the Middle Peninsula, the Northern
Neck, Northern Virginia and the Valley, I have
encountered so many people with so much to
contribute to their communities, the Diocese and
The Episcopal Church.
The churches I have visited include: Calvary,
Hanover; Trinity, Charlottesville; Cristo Rey, Arlington;
San Jose, Arlington; San Gabriel, Leesburg; St. Paul’s,
Bailey’s Crossroads; St. Paul’s, West Point; Grace,
Millers Tavern; St. Mary’s, Berryville; Holy Cross
Korean, Fairfax; St. Paul’s, Alexandria; St. Philip’s,
Richmond; St. Peter’s, Richmond; San Timoteo,
Herndon; Santa Maria, Falls Church; San Marcos,
Alexandria; Meade Memorial, Alexandria; St. Patrick,
Falls Church; and All Saints Sharon Chapel.
They worship in Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese,
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English and in more than one language. They
are immigrants, refugees and locals, hailing from
the United States, Africa, Central America, South
America and Asia. While they have rich cultural
elements to share, they are not so different from
the people at mainstream Episcopal churches.
They want to serve. They want to grow. They want
connection and community.
Some struggle with bringing more young
people into church. Others are new to the culture
of pledge giving. Many work six days a week at
minimum wage jobs. They experience bullying,
discrimination, poverty and an uncertain future.
Yet, they remain faithful in their commitment to
their church and God – and to a belief in a better
day to come.
In my role, I pray with them, help them
think strategically, assess needs, and go out and
find resources. I have worked with our bishops to
reach out to the Virginia General Assembly and to
speak out against bills and laws that target multicultural communities. I visit thriving churches and
share the many ways in which they can help sister
congregations by giving time, talents and treasure.
We are living in times of division, political
and otherwise. But we as people of faith are one in
Christ. We all have a biblical responsibility to “equip
his people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13). Follow
that call. Be a part of building up the body of Christ
by supporting these sister congregations. t

AISHA HUERTAS
Aisha Huertas is the Intercultural Ministries
officer for the Diocese of Virginia.
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An Open Letter
to Parents of
Shrine Mont
Campers

Dear Parents,
I saw you during that
opening at the pavilion this
week as you dropped off
your babies at camp. I was
the chaplain – the one who
prayed during the opening
and who watched carefully
as each of you worked
your way through the
registration line to get your
child’s cabin number and to
head up the mountain.

Emily Rutledge served as Chaplain for Session III
of St. George’s Camp during the summer of 2016.
The experience inspired her to share a behindthe-scenes look for parents who are considering
sending their kids to Shrine Mont Camps. This
letter, presented in abbreviated form, was
originally published on the Shrine Mont Camps
blog on Aug. 10, 2016.
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What you may not
have known was that across
that field, in a home I could
see, were my two little
people – 4 and 2 years old.
They are here with me as a
chaplain for the next week
and a half. As each of you
walked up that mountain
to settle your camper and
then walked back again to
get into your car and drive
away, I prayed for you.
My Mama heart could not
imagine that feeling. Maybe
this isn’t new for you and
the anxiety was less. Maybe
it was your first time and
you worked hard to hide any
concerns you were feeling.
We feel it, don’t we?
When we are responsible
for humans and then drop
them off with people we
know are good people, but
whom we know nothing
about, there is a tiny knot

Hi!

2016 CAMPS FACTS
Six of our nine camp
staffs included folks
from the Diocese of
Christ the King in
South Africa. We also
sent two Shrine Mont
Camps staffers there
to work at Camp CTK
in December.

in our stomachs that forms.
We worry about whatever
we have to worry about for
our particular kid - bullying,
breaking a bone, missing
home, food allergies, lack
of a filter, sleep difficulties,
and all the things that make
our kid our kid.
Here is the report from
the front lines: They are OK.
Better than OK, actually.
The whole self of
each of those counselors
is invested in your child
finding community. I’ve
seen it. They spend their
time getting to know your
child, connecting him or
her to others, and finding
ways to help all of them
grow lifelong friendships.
They worry and pine and
pray over the child who
is struggling and refusing
to give up, no matter how
many failed attempts at

We welcomed

119

connection or brush-offs
they receive. They are all in.
Those kids missing
home? They exist. Yes, your
child may have shed a tear
at some point. But I can
assure you that that child
was given an extra dose of
love, a few more hugs, and
lots of reminders about why
camp is exactly where he or
she needs to be. We would
be incomplete without each
and every one of them.
So no matter what
totally non-detailed answer
they give you about camp, I
caught them having the time
of their lives, and they are
thankful for you loving them
enough to send them here!
Blessings and camp joy,

Emily Rutledge

WOW!

Our campers
ranged from ages

3 76
to

We awarded over

$

first-time
campers

45,000
in scholarships

Registration for 2017 is open.
www.shrinemontcamps.net/registration
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Walk in Love

From the Beginning
The Walk in Love campaign that has
spread throughout the Diocese over the
past few months came about for a simple
reason: “We create these ministry resources
because folks call and ask questions,” said
Julie Simonton, the officer for Congregational
Development and Stewardship.
Walk in Love and Bishop Shannon
Johnston’s invitation to the spiritual exercise
of proportional giving were key offerings to
Diocesan churches this year for stewardship,
evangelism and spiritual formation. With
great excitement and momentum, many
congregations took the materials the Diocese
developed as a starting point for creative
exploration, as these pictures attest. Many
have received great response to their pledge
campaigns and to their efforts to take faithful
action in the world.

HERE’S HOW THE “WALK IN LOVE”
IDEA EMERGED:
Simonton and others on the staff
searched for a theme from Scripture and for a
liturgy Virginia Episcopalians could imaginatively
dig into for spiritual maturity. They also were
looking for a theme that was visually trendy
and “hashtagable,” as Simonton explained.
Participants at the 2016 Annual Convention
were invited to describe how they “walk in
love.” On the program’s logo, the resulting verbs
were portrayed as resting on a communion
wafer, representing the multiple ways we are fed
by and called to God’s work in the world.
If you examine the logo or see the video
(available for viewing on the Annual Convention
recap page on the Diocese of Virginia website)
on “walking in love,” you will notice these
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St. Stephen’s in Culpeper walks in love
with God and neighbor.

Holy Comforter, Richmond, truly
set the stage for folks to journey
in the footsteps of others.

important words: serve, empower, share, pray,
reach, worship and more, including Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry’s favorite word: Go! These
are all dynamic and liberating actions.
A workshop series was offered last
summer to introduce the materials. The sessions
were chock-full of information, including
graphics, templates for communication, and
ideas for using social media. This year, the staff is
building an even more comprehensive program
for church vitality. Watch for the dates and
locations to be announced very soon.
Our recommendation: Go! Walk in love to
these programs to receive wonderful resources
that are an active response to churches’ questions
and requests for materials and ideas. t

KAY McCALL
Kay McCall is the senior warden at St.
Andrew’s, Oregon Hill, Richmond.
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White House Debut
Lizzy Considine, a high school freshman and member of Christ Church
Alexandria, met then President Barack
Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama
at the White House during the 2016
holiday season. Of three fine art
pieces submitted for consideration for
inclusion in the White House Holiday
Tour Book, two of Lizzy’s works were
selected for prominent display at the
White House. Lizzy then was invited,
along with other young guests, to
enjoy a visit and reception at the
White House in recognition of their
extraordinary artistic talents. t

Lizzy Considine (seated second from right) is pictured with then President Barack Obama and
First Lady Michelle Obama, who hosted a holiday reception for selected young artists.

PHOTO: PHILIP KROMER

General Convention
The 79th General Convention of The
Episcopal Church will be held July
5-13, 2018, at the Austin Convention
Center in Austin, Texas.
The General Convention is
the governing body of The Episcopal
Church. Meeting every three years,
it is a bicameral legislature that
includes the House of Bishops and
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the House of Deputies, composed
of bishops and deputies from each
diocese. Bishops and deputies
consider a wide range of critical
matters facing the Church at the
triennial meeting.
The 80th General Convention
of The Episcopal Church will be held
in July 2021 at the Convention Center

in Baltimore, Maryland. That decision
was recently presented to the
Executive Council by the Rev. Canon
Michael Barlowe, executive officer
of General Convention and chair of
the Joint Standing Committee on
Planning and Arrangements. t
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IN MEMORIAM

The Rev. David M. Warner, a retired priest of the Diocese of Virginia,
died Sunday Jan. 1, 2017. Mr. Warner was ordained to the priesthood
in 1956 and began his ministry in Colorado and Utah. After moving to
Virginia, he was called as rector at Christ Ascension, Richmond, and
served there from 1974 to 1994. After retirement, he served as interim
minister for many congregations, including St. Paul’s Owens, King
George; St. David’s, Aylett; Aquia Church, Stafford; Emmanuel Church
Brook Hill, Richmond; and the Church of England. He is survived
by his second wife, Penelope, five children, three step-children, 16
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. A funeral liturgy was
held on Jan. 5, 2017, at Emmanuel Church, Brook Hill.

The Rev. Douglas G. Burgoyne, a retired priest of the Diocese of
Virginia, died Sunday, Feb. 5, 2017. Mr. Burgoyne was ordained to the
priesthood in 1958 and served in churches in Oregon, Massachusetts,
and the Diocese of Southern Virginia before arriving in Richmond
to serve as rector at All Saints in 1992. He faithfully served that
congregation until his retirement in 2000. He remained active in parish
ministry during retirement as he was asked to serve as priest-in-charge
at St. Martin’s, Richmond, and in 2005, he was called to serve as
interim rector at St. James the Less, Ashland. From 2007 to 2011, he
served as priest associate at St. James’s, Richmond. He is survived by
his wife of 64 years, Joanie, three children and a daughter-in-law, 10
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. A funeral liturgy was held
on Feb. 16, 2017, at All Saints, Richmond.

CLERGY TRANSITIONS
Jun. 1, 2017: Will Packard will begin as assistant
rector of St. David’s, Ashburn. He graduates from
Virginia Theological Seminary in May.

Feb. 14, 2017: The Rev. Andrew Moore began
as associate rector of St. Mary’s, Goochland. He
previously served in the Diocese of Connecticut.

Mar. 1, 2017: The Rev. Amy Slater began
as associate rector of St. Mary’s, Arlington. She
previously served in the Diocese of Florida.

Feb. 12, 2017: The Rev. Valentine Han retired
as vicar of Holy Cross Korean, Fairfax.

Mar. 1, 2017: The Rev. Megan Limburg began
as rector of St. Mary’s Whitechapel and Trinity,
Lancaster. Her last day as associate rector of Grace,
Kilmarnock will be Feb. 12.
Feb. 26, 2017: The Rev. Jenny Montgomery’s
last day as rector of St Andrew’s, Arlington. She
began at Trinity, Newtown (Diocese of Connecticut)
on Mar. 1.
Feb. 26, 2017: The Rev. Sarah Kinney
Gaventa’s last day at St. Paul’s, Ivy. She and
her family are moving to Austin, Texas following
her husband’s call to University Presbyterian
Church, Austin.
Feb. 22, 2017: The Rev. Will Peyton began
as rector of St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville.
Ordained by the Diocese of Virginia, he previously
served in the Diocese of New York.

Feb. 6, 2017: The Rev. Torrence Harman
began as priest-in-charge of St. John’s, Warsaw
and Farnham.
Feb. 5, 2017: The Rev. Leslie Nuñez
Steffensen’s last day as associate rector of Grace,
Alexandria. She began as the Canon for Federal
Ministries to the Bishop Suffragan for Federal
Ministries and the Armed Forces on Feb. 14.
Feb. 1, 2017: The Rev. Lynn Orville, dean of the
Deacons’ School, began as part-time rector of St.
Andrew’s by-the-Sea, Little Compton (Diocese of
Rhode Island). She will continue to serve as dean of
the Deacons’ School.

Jan. 8, 2017: The Rev. Laura Inscoe retired as
rector of St. John’s, Church Hill (Richmond).
Jan. 1, 2017: The Rev. Carol Cole Flanagan
began as interim rector of St. Barnabas’, Annandale.
Dec. 24, 2016: The Rev. Willis Logan’s last day
as associate rector of Christ Church, Charlottesville.
He began as rector of St. Mark’s, Fincastle (Diocese
of Southwestern Virginia) in March 2017.
Dec. 3, 2016: The Rev. Deacon Holly Hanback
began as vocational deacon at St. Gabriel’s,
Leesburg. She formerly served St. James’, Leesburg.
Dec. 1, 2016: The Rev. Susan Hartzell began
as priest-in-charge of St. Peter’s-in-the-Woods,
Fairfax Station.
Nov. 22, 2016: The Rev. Robin Razzino began
as priest-in-charge of St. Clement’s, Alexandria. She
formerly served in the Diocese of Washington.

Feb. 1, 2017: The Rev. Rosemari Sullivan
began as interim rector of St. Michael’s, Arlington.

Nov. 6, 2016: The Rev. Stuart Wood was called
as priest-in-charge of Christ Church, Middlesex.

Jan. 15, 2017: The Rev. Meredith Heffner’s
last day at St. Mark’s, Alexandria. She began
as rector of St. James’, Potomac (Diocese of
Washington) on Jan. 23.

Sept. 18, 2016: The Rt. Rev. DeDe Duncan
Probe was elected Bishop of Central New York. Her
last day as rector of St. Peter’s in the Woods, Fairfax
Station, was Sept. 18.

Rev. Howard Kempsell will offer the ministry of a closer union with God
through spiritual direction on March 25 and 26, 2017, (new weekend option) at
the Roslyn Conference and Retreat Center. The following month, Linda Nelson
will offer the ministry of spiritual direction from April 25 to 27 at Roslyn. If
you’d like further information about these sessions or would like to make
an appointment, please contact Amy Williams at 800-DIOCESE ext. 1012 or
awilliams@thediocese.net.
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Upcoming Shrine Mont Events 2017

A Retreat and Conference Center of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Gourmet Dinner & Wine Tasting — May 13 / Rate: $85 Per Person ($35 tax deductible)*
Join us for a six course gourmet meal and eight wines to taste. The event will be held in the Virginia House
dining room brought back to its nineteenth century elegance and splendor. *Stay the night at Shrine
Mont and have breakfast for an additional $60 per person + tax. Sunday lunch is additional.
Women’s Retreat — June 2 - 4 / Rate: Double $240 , Single $270 Per Person
Coming to Shrine Mont offers women of all ages a chance to get away to the Shenandoah Valley far away
from the distractions and responsibilities of home and city life. Leader: The Rev. Susan Wood
Painting Creation Workshop — June 9 - 11 / Rate: Double $305, Single $335 Per Person
This class is designed to help students see and explore the natural world through painting. Paint in “plein
aire”. Students can choose between watercolor or oil paint. Leader: Theo Tilton
Writing Workshop — June 30 - July 2 / Rate: Double $240, Single $270 Per Person
Shrine Mont is the perfect setting to discover the Divine within us as we explore our lives through journal
writing and discussion. Time will be available for personal journaling and reflection. Leader: Elizabeth Cottrell
Boomer Camp, A Summer Camp for Grown-Ups — July 1 - 4
Rate: Double $280, Single $320 Per Person
A fun and spiritually enriching experience for adults who need a break from the day to day rigors of life
and want to come to summer camp. Boomer Camp offers time to regroup, restore, relax and re-charge.
Leader: The Rev. Herbert Jones
Bishop’s Jubilee — July 7 - 9
Outdoor Adventure — September 8 - 10 / Rate: Double $210, Single $250, Per Person
Come for an adventurous weekend in Orkney Springs and areas close-by. Appropriate attire and safety
equipment required. Visit our website for a brief itinerary. Leaders: Fred Forstall and Eric Lundquist
19th Annual Tee with the Bishop Golf Tournament — September 10 - 11
Rate: $195 Per Person* Non Golfers $90 per person
Join Bishop Jones for a round of golf, good food and refreshment and a relaxing evening at Shrine Mont.
Proceeds go to Shrine Mont. *Price includes one night’s stay, meals, practice round, tournament, and
awards banquet.
Arranging for the Joy of It — September 15 - 17 / Rate*: Double $519, Single $549, Per Person
Spend a weekend at Shrine Mont learning a variety of flower arranging techniques using local readily
available flowers. * A discount of $40 will apply to registrations received before July 31. Leader: Nancy Hugo
Bereavement Retreat (3 nights) — September 28 - October 1 / Rate: Double $425 , Single $480 Per Person
This retreat is an opportunity to explore who we have become since grief has broken open our hearts. We
will go forth with a stronger sense of who we are in our grief becoming acquanted with our new selves
and strengthening our spirituality as thos who mourn. Leaders: Karen Gill and Robin Barre
Labyrinth & Pilgrimage — October 13 - 15 / Rate: Double $215, Single $255 Per Person
On this retreat we will use the labyrinth and other spiritual practices to revisit our individual spiritual
journeys. We will learn about the life stages of spiritual growth and development through scripture, story,
reflection, journaling and prayer. Leader: Fontaine Williamson
Digital Photography — May 5 - 7*, or October 27-29 / Rate: Double $330, Single $365 Per Person
In this class, you will learn how to use your digital camera more effectively. Assignments will allow you to
explore the Shrine Mont environment photographically, and then share images in class to help you
troubleshoot and develop a creative eye. Leader: Regi Franz *A discouunt of $50 will apply to
registrations 30 days prior. *May 5 - Adobe Lightroom Workshop — $65 includes boxed lunch.
Name: _________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________

PROGRAM REQUEST: l *Gourmet Dinner
l Women’s Retreat l Painting Creation l Writing Workshop
l Boomer Camp l Tee with Bishop l Outdoor Adventure
l Arranging for the Joy of It l Bereavement l Labyrinth
Digital Photography — l Adobe Lightroom* l Spring l Fall
*requires full payment in advance.
l Check here if you would like to receive our Shrine Mont
enewsletter for regular updates.
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Make checks payable to Shrine Mont
____ Enclosed with this registration form is a check for the full
payment or non-refundable deposit of $150.
l Single l Double / Roommate: ________________________
Charge my: l Visa l MC l Discover l Amex
$_______ l full payment / l advance deposit
Number: ______________________________________________
Exp. Date: ______________________ Code: _______________
Mail Registration Form to:
SHRINE MONT
P.O. Box 10 / Orkney Springs, VA 22845
For more information and details for each event
www.shrinemont.com • registrations@shrinemont.com
(540) 856-2141
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Winchester

Leesburg
Fairfax

A Big Change for a Big Reason

Woodbridge

Harrisonburg

In his Pastoral Address at the 222nd Annual Convention in
January, Bishop Johnston made a major announcement about
how our bishops will carry out their ministry among our
churches. Beginning in September, the bishops’ visitation
schedule will change to a two-year cycle. This means that
every congregation in the Diocese will receive a regular visit
from one of our three bishops every other year. Previously,
each congregation received a visit from a bishop every year.
The advantage of this change will be that when a
bishop has just one visit per Sunday, he or she can arrive
in the morning, spend time in an adult forum or a Sunday
school class, meet with confirmands, have a meal, and meet
with the vestry, staying well into the afternoon, if necessary.
In addition, the bishop will be able to spend more
time with the clergy and clergy families. By making this
change, the bishops hope to deepen relationships with
congregations and clergy across the Diocese.
While this change may take some adjustment for
many in the Diocese and, as Bishop Johnston said in
his address, “it seems counter-intuitive to try to deepen
the relationship between bishops and congregations by
decreasing the frequency of visits,…a significant problem
requires an exceptional effort to resolve.”

Culpeper
The problem of an every-year
schedule is that most
weeks each bishop has a morning and an afternoon visitation.
Fredericksburg
The visit in the morning is rushed,Orange
because the bishop usually
has to leave to get to the next church, and the visit in the
Charlottesville
afternoon isn’t always
received well by the congregation
Tappahanock
because of parishioners’ busy schedules and the change from
the regular worship time.
Kilma
Given that the Diocese has 180 churches and
Ashland
three bishops, an every-year visitation schedule has
Goochland
been challenging.
Gloucest
Bishop Johnston discussed this change and sought
feedback from the regional deans, who then discussed
Richmond
the issue with other clergy and church members. The
Charles City
overwhelming feedback was that “quality over quantity” for
a bishop’s visitation was well-received. Regional services
also will be planned so that every congregation has the
opportunity to present candidates to a bishop for baptism,
confirmation, reception and reaffirmation every year. t

PAT WINGO
Pat Wingo is Canon to the Ordinary
for the Diocese of Virginia.

Happenings at Mayo House
Bishop Shannon Johnston has made a
number of shifts to the Diocesan staff
in 2017 to ensure that it is focused on
the priorities of the bishops and the
congregations.
Stephanie Higgins has a new
position that will focus full time on
Diocesan Development – identifying
and pursuing new sources of financial
support for Diocesan programs. A
five-year member of the staff, Higgins
has been designated Diocesan
development officer. She had been
serving as the bishop’s assistant for
Congregational Support.
Said Bishop Johnston: “This is
especially important now because our
pledged giving has remained essentially
flat while some other sources of funding
once available to the Diocese have been
cut or eliminated altogether.”
As of the VE’s press time, the
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new director of Communications for
the Diocese, Tanya Howard, was in the
process of filling the No. 2 position on
the Communications staff.
Buck Blanchard, director of
Mission and Outreach for the Diocese,
is continuing in that role on a half-time
basis, while also serving during the
remainder of his time as The Episcopal
Church’s staff officer for Global Mission
Development, a part of the Global
Partnerships Team of the Presiding
Bishop’s staff. A special outside grant
covers Blanchard’s travel expenses,
while concurrently reducing costs to the
Diocese of Virginia.
Paris Ball, director of Christian
Formation and Camps for the Diocese,
was elected to the board of Episcopal
Camps and Conference Centers in
January and will serve as program
chair. The national organization

works to sustain and enhance the
camps and conference centers of The
Episcopal Church.
Kate Wettstein, the
administrative assistant to Assistant
Bishop Edwin “Ted” Gulick, will be
devoting part of her time to supporting
the Congregational Development and
Stewardship work of Julie Simonton,
the officer in charge of those efforts.
John Herrera, the part-time
sexton at Mayo House, is now doing
that job on a full-time basis. Maintaining
the 19th century residence in Richmond
that serves as Diocesan headquarters is
a stewardship priority. t

ED JONES
Ed Jones is Chief of Staff for
the Diocese of Virginia.
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... continued from page 1

... continuado de la página 2

Christian spirituality simply cannot exist without
that brutal reality. But the cross, by itself, does not
have the last word. While we must cling to the cross
we are, in fact, reaching toward the resurrection
brought by Easter.
At this time, we are reminded not to lose
sight of the glory toward which our Lenten season
leads us. We find new strength and new resolve
in the Gospel news that in Jesus Christ we are
not subject to any darkness that would pretend to
threaten life’s light. We need only to know who and
what Jesus is. Receive His Body and Blood in the
Holy Communion as you would receive His very
touch and, from that, know His healing for strength
restored to journey with Him in the coming weeks.
Travelers all, we know where we are going. Jesus
bids us to emerge from the desert sands of Lent and
be immersed in the river of Life. t

nuestros pecados, no puede ser negada o despreciada de
ninguna forma. La espiritualidad cristiana simplemente
no puede existir sin esa realidad brutal. Pero la Cruz,
en sí misma, no tiene la última palabra. Aunque hay que
aferrarse a la Cruz estamos, de hecho, proyectándonos
hacia la Resurrección Pascual.
En este momento, se nos recuerda que no se debe
perder de vista la gloria hacia donde nos lleva nuestro
tiempo de Cuaresma. Nos encontramos con nuevas
fuerzas y una nueva determinación en la noticia evangélica
de que en Jesús Cristo no estamos sujetos a cualquier
oscuridad que pretendería amenazar la luz de la vida. Basta
con saber quién y lo que es Jesús. Recibir su cuerpo y su
sangre en la Santa Comunión de la misma forma en que
recibimos su toque y, de eso, conocer que restauración
de nuestras fuerzas para acompañarle a Él en las próximas
semanas.Viajeros somos todos, que sabemos a dónde
vamos. Jesús nos anima a salir de las arenas del desierto
que es la Cuaresma y a sumergirnos en el río de la vida. t
Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Gustavo Mansella.
Trevor C Davis Photography

Roslyn in Richmond
A Retreat Center of
the Episcopal Diocese
of Virginia

Rest, Reflect, Renew

Meeting space,
overnight lodging
and dining facilities
situated on 150
peaceful acres
overlooking the
James River Valley.
Visit us at
roslyncenter.org
or call 800-477-6296.

Trevor C Davis Photography
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Scenes from across the Diocese

Richmond, Virginia 23220-5095

Bishop Ted Gulick speaks before a large crowd gathered in a Rally for
Unity in Warrenton in early February.

On Feb. 26, 2017 following a service, Grace, Alexandria, led
a “Walk in Love” procession of about 150 people through
streets leading to the Arlandria-Chirilagua community as a
show of love and solidarity.

Rev. Elaine Thomas of St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville,
was among political, religious and business leaders who
joined the Charlottesville mayor in late January to speak in
support of immigrants and refugees.

A few days before Anna Julia Cooper Day on Feb. 28, Bishop Shannon S. Johnston
delivered a sermon to middle school students at the Anna Julia Cooper Episcopal
School chapel on the historic Church Hill in Richmond.

