
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
The message of Jesus opens our heart – to change our lives and to change how we see the 
world. When Jesus came to walk among us, he came to bring life and bring it abundantly. 
The stories that he told, and that we learned in childhood, breathe in our hearts and fill us 
with his peace and love.  
 
I am profoundly moved by the fantastic ministries I see and hear about during my visits and 
travels throughout the Diocese of Virginia. But there is still much left to do. Together we can 
find the way to reach the lonely, help the hurting, and feed the hungry.  
 
Too often we let the perfect be the enemy of the good when we know from our own stories 
of transformation that it only takes one person’s generosity to change the world around us.  
 
As you have witnessed and heard, the ministries at your church transform lives. Together we 
answer God’s call to open our hearts and serve God’s kingdom. 
  
This year we offer “All Hearts Open” – our second diocesan-wide, annual-giving curriculum. 
It includes a diverse assortment of reflections from within our own Diocese. I think you’ll 
enjoy the reflections from a wide range of people at our own churches.  In these materials, 
we continue to emphasize the fruitful conversations that begin at the kitchen table, where 
people make their own household financial decisions. From there, we move on to the church 
pew, where we learn how generously to extend the love and care of Jesus into the world. In 
doing so, we share His message of grace and love. I encourage you to take a look at the 
curriculum, which is available on the diocesan website. 
 
Practicing generosity is something I believe we should model as a Church – for others in the 
world and for our own parishioners. Your Diocese pledges our prescribed 16.5% to The 
Episcopal Church out of our budget, not including other resources of time and talent 
contributed by our staff, clergy and lay professionals toward the mission and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. I ask that you make sure you are familiar with the Virginia Plan for 
Proportionate Giving as you work to meet your congregation’s pledge percentages as part 
of the plan. 
 
“All Hearts Open” is a call to action for each of us. It is a call to worship together and to 
open ourselves to the Word of God, to know the presence of Jesus in our lives, and to 
respond to the nudges of the Holy Spirit. It is a call to respond in every way God gives. 
 

http://www.thediocese.net/resources/ministries/ministry-tools/stewardship/2017-annual-giving-resources/


 
 

 

As your Bishop, I find great pleasure in our ministry together. Your gifts to the Diocese of 
Virginia for the mission and ministry to which we have been called – to go into the world 
making disciples in the name of Jesus Christ – provides the means for us to do more 
together than we can possibly do alone. I ask you, as you prepare your pledge, to open your 
heart fully as we bring forward all of our offerings to God.  
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
 
The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston 
Bishop of Virginia 
  
 
 


