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St. Luke’s music programs or more 
spiritually if they were so inclined to 
find a parish home.”
 For a program with such lofty 
aspirations, they have met with 
rousing success. Their first season 
saw six concerts, including the 
North Carolina Boys Choir and a 
Madrigal 12th Night concert, with an 
average of 100-125 attendees. “There 
have been several people that have 
either said that they became aware 
of the parish but also became aware 
of the program,” said Mr. Yoder. 
And the program “certainly has 
given us more visibility.”
 The ultimate goal of “Friends of 
Music” is to create enough surplus 

revenue to be able reward one or 
more youth with scholarships for 
music instruction, and to potentially 
get more churches involved in 
hosting the performances. “It’s a 
program that can reach every aspect 
of a parish,” added Mr. Yoder. 

Nursing Homes Swing
 Since 1994, Nursing Homes 
Swing has brought worship and 
entertainment to Heritage Hall, 
the Laurels, Morningside, the 
Cedars and Rosewood Village—all 
nursing homes in the Piedmont 
Virginia area. Bob Hostage, a 
parishioner at Church of Our 
Saviour, Charlottesville, heads up 
the operation. 

 For each weekly event, a clergy 
person volunteers to celebrate the 
Eucharist, which is then followed 
by musical entertainment. Jazz 
and swing are the favorites of the 
audience, with performances by 
the Chamber Music Ensemble from 
the Charlottesville High School 
Orchestra, a Gospel music quartet 
from a local Baptist church, the 
Jefferson Jazz Jammers, the Jazz 
Collective and the Acme Swing 
Manufacturing Company. 
 Volunteer priests from the 
Diocese have included the Very Rev. 
David Stoddardt, the Rev. Helen 
Priest, the Rev. Mary Staley, the Rev. 
Grace Cangialosi, the Rev. Halley 
Willcox, the Rev. Sarah Kinney 
Gaventa, the Rev. David Wayland 
and the Rev. Janet McDonald. If 
“they come once, they come again 
and again,” noted Mr. Hostage. 
 Nursing Homes Swing operates 
thanks to a grant from the Better 
Living Foundation and most recently 
with a grant from the Jefferson Area 
Board for the Aging. “The program 
has broad appeal to all involved,” 
wrote Mr. Hostage: “The nursing 
home residents, of course… but also 
the musicians and the volunteer 
priests.” He adds, “Our mission 
statement (courtesy of Psalm 100) 
is ‘Bringing Joyful Noises to Quiet 
Lives.’ I believe it is working.” t

Music continued from page 8 /

Triangle of Hope Conversation Continues
by Emily Cherry

On April 1, the diocesan 
Committee on Race Relations 
met with the Rt. Rev. James Jones, 
bishop of the Diocese of Liverpool, 
to discuss the partnership built 
between Virginia, Liverpool and 
West Africa called the Triangle of 
Hope. The partnership works to 
transform a relationship built on 
the slave trade between these three 
areas into one built on hope, faith 
and communication.
 The Rev. Lynne Washington, 
vicar of St. Peter’s, Richmond 
and director of the Peter Paul 
Development Center, shared photos 
from a 2008 trip to Ghana, and 
spoke to the Triangle of Hope as 
“an important ministry of global 
reconciliation” that emphasizes 
“what it means to be human.” In 
May 2008, members of the Diocese, 
including representatives from 
the Committee on Race Relations, 
traveled to Ghana, visiting the 

ports through which slaves  
were trafficked.
 During the meeting, Bishop 
James Jones touched on these same 
themes, offering his reflections 
on the Triangle of Hope as an 
acronym: H for “humanity,” 
because “when we deny a person 
their humanity, our own humanity 
is diminished.” O for “one,” 
because the goal behind the 
Triangle of Hope is reconciliation, 
or bringing that which is separated 
together as one. P stands for the 
prophetic vision of the Triangle of 
Hope, “speaking out God’s word 
and pointing to a word that is 
coming, a kingdom that is coming.” 
E for stands for the example that 
the Triangle of Hope can be, to the 
Church and to the world.
 The Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee, 
the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston 
and the Rt. Rev. David C. Jones 
also attended the April 1 meeting. 

Most recently, Bishop Johnston 
has been working with Carolyn 
Chilton, diocesan program director 
and staff liaison to the committee, 
to rebuild and reinvigorate the 
Committee on Race Relations 
Committee, “expanding not just 
the size of the Committee but also 
its impact across the Diocese,” 
explained Bishop Johnston. In 
March 2009, many members 
of the Committee attended the 
first diocesan-sponsored anti-
racism training at Roslyn. Several 
attendees also learned how to 
become trainers themselves. 
 The Diocese also has a Triangle 
of Hope committee dedicated solely 
to building up relationships with 
Liverpool and West Africa. The 
Committee on Race Relations will 
explore ways to work together with 
the Triangle of Hope committee. t
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July 5-12, 2009
Shrine Mont  
at Orkney Springs, Va

Visit www.shrinemont.com and www.thediocese.net for more information.

This year’s Family Conference 

will include an opportunity for 

adults to study the Old 

Testament book of Isaiah with Dr. 

Stephen Cook. Dr. Cook serves 

as the Catherine N. McBurney 

Professor of Old Testament 

Language and Literature at 

Virginia Theological Seminary in 

Alexandria, Virginia.

Being God’s Light in  
the World: Six special 
days of music, meditation, 
education and fun.


