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is home to 31 families. Diocesan 
representatives toured the 
Pamunkey Indian Museum, where 
they saw examples of tools used 
by the Pamunkey for fishing, 
hunting, cooking and pottery. The 
reservation is home to a pottery 
studio, built in 1932 with the 
assistance of the Virginia State 
Board of Education. Today, potters 
are making an effort to revive the 
traditional art. 
 The reservation is also home 
to a turn-of-the-century one-room 
schoolhouse that was used until 
the 1950s, as well as a fish hatchery 
constructed to help improve the 
Pamunkey River’s shad population. 
 To learn more about Native 
American mission and ministry 
in Virginia and across the United 
States, visit the exhibit booth at this 
year’s Annual Council. Questions? 
Contact Buck Blanchard at 800-
DIOCESE x35 or bblanchard@
thediocese.net. t

Reservations in South Dakota, as well 
as the Navajo Reservation in Utah.
 Much of the day was spent 
networking and sharing powerful 
stories of the ministry each had 
experienced in Native American 
communities. There was a broad 
display of materials and pictures of 
their common work in mission. 
 A recognized need from 
Native American Ministry Day 
was continued efforts to seek the 
best ways to minister to Native 
Americans in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. In the Diocese of Virginia, 
there are eight tribes recognized 
by the Commonwealth. None are 
currently federally recognized, 
although some continue to seek such 
recognition. With that in mind, 20 
members of the Diocese visited the 
Pamunkey Reservation, adjacent to 
King William County, on December 
15, 2008 to learn more about the 
tribe’s culture and reservation.
 The Pamunkey Reservation 
contains 1,200 acres of land, and 
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Native American Ministry: Virginia and Beyond
by Emily Cherry

NNative American Ministry Day, 
sponsored by the Diocese of 
Virginia and Christ Church, 
Alexandria on All Saints’ Day, 
was a chance for members of the 
Diocese who work with the Native 
American community—or who 
are interested in developing such a 
ministry in their own church—to 
meet, share their stories and use 
each other as resources.
 The Very Rev. Ian Corbett 
led the day’s discussions. Mr. 
Corbett served in the Diocese of 
Manchester, England and later spent 
many years in several countries 
in southern Africa. For the last 
10 years, Mr. Corbett has been 
working with Native Americans in 
Utah and the Canadian province 
of Saskatchewan. Since 2001, he 
has been vicar of the Utah Region 
- Navajoland Area Mission, a 
part of the Episcopal Church that 
functions much like a diocese, with 
more direct oversight from the 
Presiding Bishop and the House of 
Bishops. Most recently, Mr. Corbett 
spent several months at Virginia 
Theological Seminary, working on a 
book about his mission experience. 
 Representatives from 14 
churches in the Diocese (St. 
Mark’s, Alexandria; St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg; Grace, The Plains; 
Christ Church, Winchester; Calvary, 
Front Royal; Christ Church, 
Alexandria; St. Timothy’s, Herndon; 
St. Peter’s, Arlington; St. Mark’s, 
Richmond; St. Luke’s, Wellington, 
Alexandria; Leeds Church, 
Markham; Immanuel Church-on-
the-Hill, Alexandria; Immanuel, 
Old Church; and St. Peter’s, New 
Kent) attended. Many of these 
churches have visited the Rosebud 
Lakota Sioux and the Pine Ridge 
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Members of the Diocese of Virginia join representatives from the Pamunkey Tribe at the 
Pamunkey Indian Museum to learn more about the life and culture of this Native American group.

ph
ot

o:
 E

m
ily

 C
he

rr
y


