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In Christ there is no east or West
By Emily Cherry

The Korean Convocation is part of 
the Episcopal Asiamerica Ministry 
(EAM), which seeks to connect 
“people and resources through 
evangelism and mission, church 
growth and revitalization, racial 
justice and reconciliation in, among, 
and beyond Asian communities in 
the United States.” In April, a group 
from Virginia traveled to South 
Korea to attend the meeting of the 
Korean Convocation. This particular 
meeting, which had about 30 people 
in attendance, marked the first time 
that Korean American clergy had a 
conference on Korean soil. 
 The Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, 
bishop suffragan; the Rev. Valentine 
Han, vicar of Holy Cross Korean 
Church, Falls Church, and his wife, 
Theresa; and the Rev. Young Choi, 
vicar of St. Francis’ Korean Church, 

McLean, and his wife, Mina, made 
up the delegation from Virginia. 
The Rt. Rev. Paul Kim, archbishop 
of the Diocese of Seoul in the 
Anglican Church of Korea, issued 
an invitation to the guests from 
Virginia. Also in attendance from 
the United States were the Rt. Rev. 
Diane Bruce, bishop suffragan of 
the Diocese of Los Angeles, and the 
Rev. Canon Victoria Heard, canon 
missioner for church planting in the 
Diocese of Dallas. 
 “The primary aim is the bonding 
of the Korean clergy, both from 
Korea and from the United States,” 
said Bishop Jones. “The Anglican 
Church is not that large in Korea, so 
it means a lot for the clergy to have 
fellowship with one another.” The 
team spent time visiting diocesan 
institutions, including the local 

Anglican university, a homeless 
shelter, a residential retirement 
community and a center for migrant 
workers. “The thing that impressed 
me was the presence of the Church, 
and the presence of the clergy,” said 
Bishop Jones. 
 Another large goal of the 
meeting was relationship building. 
Partnerships such as these “open 
the door for many, many faithful 
ministries to follow,” said Bishop 
Jones. But these relationships “must 
be supported by both lay and 
clergy ministries.” 
 “These relationships are 
the fabric of the Anglican 
Communion,” added Bishop 
Jones. “The expense of the travel 
is incidental compared to the trust 
built through this overlapping 
network of relationships.” t
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A History built on Seminarians

On Sunday, April 10, the Rt. Rev. 
Shannon S. Johnston joined the 
clergy, lay leaders and parishioners 
of St. Mark’s, Alexandria in the 
celebration of the unveiling 
of a historical marker issued 
by the Fairfax County History 
Commission. St. Mark’s is the 
first non-Colonial era church in 
the county to have such a marker. 
St. Mark’s began as the Groveton 
Mission when two seminarians 

started holding Sunday school 
classes in an old school house in 
1880. Seminarians continued to use 
the space to host worship services 
until 1903, when a one-room wood-
framed chapel was constructed 
under the name Christ Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Groveton. The 
chapel was destroyed by fire in 
1929, and a new building was soon 
constructed later that year, with 
services still led by seminarians. 

In the 1950s, the congregation 
relocated to the present-day 
building on South Kings Highway, 
changing its name to St. Mark’s 
Church to avoid confusion with the 
nearby Christ Church, Alexandria. 
 St. Mark’s most recent addition 
is a new building featuring a 
kitchen, narthex, sacristy, offices, 
classrooms and restrooms, 
completed in June 2004. t
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(Left) Charlotte Brown, St. Mark’s 
historian, and Rob Bluey, senior warden, 
prepare to unveil the historic marker as 
Bishop Johnston looks on. 

(Below) The Rev. John Weatherly, right, is 
rector of St. Mark’s. 


