
story sharing

At the 220th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia, which 
gathered Jan. 23-25 in Richmond, we shared stories. Of 
course, we handled business, too: Budgets and resolutions, 
reports and amendments were a crucial part of our time 
together. But, perhaps most memorably, we shared stories: 
in the hallways of Council, in the nearby coffee shops and 
restaurants, and even during the business meeting. 
 Through eight “Stories of the Diocese” presentations, 
folks from across the Diocese offered short presentations 
modeled on TED Talks, inspirational and educational 
presentations that take place online or in person, which focus 
on sharing creative ideas. The Rev. Daniel Velez-Rivera told 
of his congregation’s journey in embracing a multicultural, 
multiethnic identity. “I hope you hear your story in our story, 
and I want to hear about your story so it can be part of ours,” 
said Velez-Rivera. The Rev. Amanda Knouse and the Rev. 
Justin McIntosh spoke of their multi-church partnership for 
youth and young adult ministry in Fauquier County. “Why 
wouldn’t we partner with each other?” asked Knouse in 
her presentation. “Why wouldn’t we share our ideas, our 
resources, our time and – get this – our congregations, our 
people, with one another?”
 In addition to the Stories of the 
Diocese, this year’s Council gathering 
featured several changes in structure 
and format designed to respond to 
Council members’ feedback to make 
our time together as valuable – and 
affordable – as possible. For the first 
time, members of Council had the 
option to participate in a pre-Council 
open hearing webinar to discuss 
resolutions, canonical amendments 
and the diocesan budget, saving 

members the expense of an extra day of travel for the meeting. 
 On the floor of Council, the schedule was shifted to allow 
the resolutions debate to take place on Friday afternoon. 
Members adopted resolutions regarding the stewardship 
of creation, commemorating the genocide in Armenia, and 
supporting anti-discrimination policies in the Boy Scouts of 
America organization. 
 Of particular note, members voted to change the name 
of the annual diocesan meeting from Council to Convention. 
This vote came following a written report from the R-2a Task 

Force regarding the historical pre- 
and post-Civil War implications of the 
word “Council.” This amendment 
that will make this change official 
was adopted on first reading, and 
requires a second affirmative vote 
by the members of the 2016 Council. 
Members of Council also adopted a 
budget of $5.13 million for 2015. 
 This year, the Committee on 
Race & Reconciliation awarded the 
very first Meet Me in Galilee Awards, 

Changes Made, 
Stories Shared at 
Annual Council
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The Stories of the Diocese

For the first time, we’re offering 
a video recording of portions 
of Council. Visit our diocesan 
YouTube channel to hear the 
Bishop’s pastoral address, or to 
check out the TED-talk-inspired 
“Stories of the Diocese”:  
youtube.com/thediocese

The Rev. Canon Dr. 
Alonzo Pruitt, chief 
of chaplains for the 
Richmond City Jails, 
shares news and 
information about his 
ministry through the 
Stories of the Diocese 
presentations. 

Photo: Liz Bartenstein

4  VIRGInIA ePISCOPALIAn  /  SPRInG 2015



established to honor the lifelong efforts of Virginians Mareea 
Wilson, Gladys Lewis, Joseph Royster and Maurice Spraggins 
as leaders in the Diocese for reconciliation, especially among 
those divided because of race and ethnicity. The recipients 
included St. Barnabas’, Annandale, for its members’ anti-
racism work, which has included a service of repentance and a 
service of reconciliation, as well as Mike Maruca, head of Anna 
Julia Cooper Episcopal School in the East End of Richmond, for 
his work in breaking down walls of division. 
 In addition to the honorees who received awards at 
Council, members were able to celebrate the congregation of 
Emmanuel, Rapidan, which marked its return to church status 
with a procession into the Council hall amidst song and a 
standing ovation. 

getting interaCtiVe

A highlight of this year’s Council meeting was the ability for 
members to interact and share their thoughts and comments 
in real time. Participants had the opportunity to share 
feedback in several ways. 
 Each day, members could text their “inspiration” 
moments. Here’s what just a few folks had to say. 

I’m inspired by combined clergy and lay involvement 
at this gathering. The Holy Spirit is here!

The shouting prayer in Creole was a Pentecost 
moment! What an amazing witness.

Great to see our missionaries in action and actively 
participating in our response; technology is great 
and God is greater.

As a youth, hearing other youth and adults speak 
their minds on the resolutions inspired me to think 
about other perspectives on an issue.

Insightful presentation this morning about 
Dayspring details. God’s work is happening via 
Dayspring parishes!

Mission Greetings

On the last day of Annual Council, members 
were surprised with a special “guest 
appearance” from our international Virginia 
missionaries, in the form of a video message. 
Council members responded with a greeting 
of their own, in song: “Let your little light 
shine, shine, shine.” See both greetings 
online at youtube.com/thediocese. 

@JenMcKenz

St. Barnabas’, 
Annandale, is 
REDEFINING 
CHURCH by 
leading the way in 
reconciliation!

@StMargaretsVa

So powerful 
to have young 
people leading this 
morning’s worship!

@RockTales 

Another good day to 
be an Episcopalian. 

In the evaluation surveys distributed following Council, 
members provided more detailed feedback: 

The [Stories of the Diocese] were moving examples 
of how programs and initiatives supported by 
the Diocese are changing lives. The stories are an 
excellent method to provide context and emotion 
to the broad reach of our Diocese. A home run!

Very much appreciate the way the bishops and 
diocesan staff are working to find ways to make 
Council more efficient and interesting. Moving the 
resolution process to Friday afternoon was a great 
step in this direction. Keep the ideas coming.

I left feeling highly enthusiastic about our life 
together as a diocese, with some tangible ways of 
sharing my enthusiasm back at home.

continued on page 7

Meanwhile, from the floor of Council, attendees were busy on Twitter, joining an 
ongoing conversation using the hashtag #VaCouncil.
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annual CounCil aCtiVity
1

  Bishop Johnston presents the Meet Me  
in Galilee Award to members of  
St. Barnabas’, Annandale.  
Photo: Liz Bartenstein

2
  Members of Emmanuel, Rapidan, 
celebrate their return to church  
status with a procession through the 
Council hall. 
Photos: Kendall Martin 

3
  Members of Council join in song. 
Photo: Liz Bartenstein

4
  The Rev. Andrew Merrow shares  
updates on the Shout It from the 
Mountain campaign. 
Photo: Liz Bartenstein
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the Bishop’s initiatiVes

In Bishop Shannon Johnston’s pastoral address, he announced 
two key initiatives for 2015.

Racial Reconciliation 
From the Bishop’s pastoral address: “Surely, as communities of 
faith we as a diocese are especially suited, and divinely charged, 
to be facilitators of reconciliation, both within our own walls 
and in the broader community. Therefore, I am now announcing 
a major initiative for this year of 2015 that will focus on gaining a 
better understanding of rising racial tensions. We will begin this 
effort by holding a series of listening sessions in the mid-year 
around our diocese. These sessions will be the same Indaba 
style gatherings that were so successfully used here a few years 
ago to address tensions and divisions regarding the Church’s 
ministry in the quickly evolving matter of human sexuality. 
Indaba listening sessions involve no debate, no cross-talk, but 
rather give every person present the opportunity to speak their 
hearts and minds in a safe, non-reactive environment.”

Spiritual Direction
From the Bishop’s pastoral address: “Throughout last year, 
we ran a pilot project bringing my own spiritual director 
over the past 23 years to the Roslyn Retreat Center here in 
Richmond once a quarter, to be in residence at that beautiful 
and comfortable place for three weekdays. We put the word 
out specifically to clergy but also being available to any lay 
person to gauge what level of interest there might be. I 
was very pleased with the response; just about all of the 
available slots of times were filled throughout the year. Now, 
with those ‘regulars’ being committed, we’ve set the vision 
for other spiritual directors, all personally and vocationally 
‘different’ from each other to come to be in residence at 
Roslyn. We will have three or four directors each take three 
or four months of a year, with the result being that every 
month offers a residency of several weekdays.” t

Hand-in-Hand Listening Sessions will take place at the 
following times. Please visit thediocese.net/events to 
indicate if you will attend one of these events (although 
registration is not required). 

Thursday, April 16
Epiphany, Richmond; 7-8:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 18
Trinity, Fredericksburg; 10-11:30 a.m.

Thursday, April 23
The Falls Church, Falls Church; 7:30-9 p.m. 

Additional sessions in the eastern and western parts of 
the Diocese will be scheduled for this fall. Questions? 
Contact Ashley Cameron at acameron@thediocese.net.

To learn more or to sign up for a spiritual direction 
session at Roslyn, please contact Amy Williams, 
assistant to the Bishop: 800-DIOCESE x1012, 
awilliams@thediocese.net.

dEtAils

dEtAils
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This year’s Council featured a celebratory Eucharist at St. Paul’s, 
Richmond. Here, Bishop Johnston joins in the processional. 

Volunteers from the diocesan Parish Youth Ministries group take 
a break to pose with the three bishops of the Diocese. 

continued from page 5
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