
For several years now, the diocesan Committee on Race and 
Reconciliation, formerly the Committee on Race Relations, has 
been a source of growing energy. Now, thanks to a new name 
and vision, some innovative programing and extensive work, 
research and planning with an eye toward repentance and 
reconciliation, the committee is making some exciting strides. 
 The transformation to Committee on Race and 
Reconciliation came about as something of a slip-up, when 
Bishop Johnston introduced Ellyn Crawford of St. George’s, 
Arlington to a group as the “co-chair of the Committee on 
Race and Reconciliation” instead of its original name.
 “That, to me, was fascinating,” said Crawford, who 
explained that Johnston’s original vision for the committee 
in 2008 was “working not just within the context of black 
and white relations, but the broader issue of justice and 
dignity and respect for all God’s people.” 
 “‘Reconciliation’ carries with it profound associations and 
implications,” said Johnston in a June 2012 letter to Crawford 
authorizing the change of name to the Committee on Race 
and Reconciliation. “I am confident that the committee will 
play a large part in shepherding this imperative of the Gospel 
throughout our diocesan life and ministry.” 
 The committee will certainly play a large part as that 
ministry unfolds in the Diocese in February 2013, when the 
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most Rev. 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, will join members of the Diocese 
at St. George’s, Fredericksburg in a ceremony celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of the signing of the Emancipation 
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Proclamation. The service will also include a litany of 
repentance. “We very much look forward to hosting such 
an important celebration on the Saturday of President’s Day 
weekend and the first Saturday in Lent,” said the Rev. Jim 
Dannals, rector of St. George’s.
 “We have done a lot of focusing on repenting,” said 
the Rev. David Niemeyer, priest-in-charge of St. Mark’s, 
Richmond and co-chair of the committee. “Now we feel like 

The Diocese of Virginia has submitted to General Convention 
a preliminary report of its part in the history of slavery and 
racism, “Meet Me in Galilee: Beginning the Journey from 
Repentance to Reconciliation, A History of Racism and Race 
in the Diocese of Virginia.”
 In 2009, the General Convention renewed its 2006 
request for dioceses to report on their role in the slave trade 
in specific, and racism in general. The 2009 resolution called 
for statements of progress by 2012, allowing six years for the 
completion of reports. The Diocese’s Committee on Race and 
Reconciliation had begun its work on the report before the 
2009 convention. We submitted the Diocese’s report three 
years ahead of schedule.  
 Given the place of the colony and state of Virginia, it is 
no surprise that an unvarnished history makes for painful 
reading. The purpose of the history, however, is to inform us 
of our story regarding slavery and racism. 
 We include the good and the bad. Ultimately, our story 
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Mildred Robinson and Elly Crawford host the “Meet Me in Galilee” 
booth at the 77th General Convention in Indianapolis.

Reconciliation continued on page 9

is one of hope. The purpose is not to open old wounds, but 
to heal wounds that have not yet healed, to play a role in 
a larger process of repentance followed by reconciliation. 
Repentance and reconciliation require self examination, 
including an examination of a history.
 There is more editorial work to do to declare it a  
finished product. To see the preliminary report and 
supporting materials you can reach the Web site of the 
Committee on Race and Reconciliation by starting at 
thediocese.net/CommitteesCommissions/RaceRelations/.
 There is more to be done besides editorial polishing, 
however. For this report to be of the Diocese, it needs 
contributions from individuals and parishes. This is where 
repentance and reconciliation become real.
 Last Christmas season, I visited one of the three 
churches my grandfather, Samuel B. Chilton, served as a 
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PRoGRAM AuDieNCe tiMe CoMMitMeNt

Overview of Committee’s Work Congregations/forum attendees, vestries, delegates to Annual Council 
and General Convention, commissions/committees/organizations clergy, 
lay professionals, Executive Board, regional representatives.

50 minutes

Facilitated Discussion –  
“Traces of the Trade”

Congregations,/forum attendees, vestries, Shrine Mont Campers and 
Staff, delegates to Annual Council and General Convention Deputies, 
commissions/committees clergy, lay professionals, Executive Board, 
regional representatives, guests from other congregations.

3 hours

Workshop: “Seeing the Face of 
God in Each Other”

Candidates for ordination, elected and appointed diocesan deputies and 
commission/committee members, lay professionals.

12 hours

Meet Me in Galilee –  
A Journey from Repentance to 
Reconciliation

Overview, workshop and 
independent projects/study

Congregations,/forum attendees, vestries, Shrine Mont campers and 
staff, delegates to Annual Council and General Convention Deputies, 
commissions/committees clergy, lay professionals, Executive Board, 
regional representatives, guests from other congregations.

6 hour workshop followed by  
6 to 18 months of group-
specific work

Committee on Race and Reconciliation Programs
Committee facilitators offer four programs to equip you in combatting racism and injustice on our journey 
toward reconciliation. Each of these interactive programs affords participants the chance to learn through 
prayer, dialogue, discussion, exercises and sharing stories.

The Overview affords groups the chance to hear about the other three programs. The Facilitated 
Discussion, “Traces of the Trade,” is an excellent precursor to embarking on the Meet Me in Galilee 
journey. It is not a prerequisite. 
 Participation in “Seeing the Face of God in Each Other” or a similar program of study is a 
requirement (as set forth by General Convention Resolution) for the audience described in the chart. 
 Want to learn more or schedule a training? Contact co-chairs Ellyn Crawford (crawfordellyn@yahoo.com) 
and the Rev. David Niemeyer (therev.jdavidniemeyer@gmail.com).

we need to move in the direction of being reconciled, and 
there is a difference.”
 That’s where “Meet Me in Galilee” comes into play. 
The program was designed by members of the committee 
to be a stepping stone on that journey from repentance 
to reconciliation. It invites members of a congregation or 
group – small groups of leaders, forums, lay professionals, 
committees – to join together in a process that includes 
study, conversation and a service of repentance. The 
committee piloted the program at St. Barnabas’, Annandale 
with a great degree of success. 
 Meet Me in Galilee has gained such steam that Crawford 
and Mildred Robinson, a friend of the committee and a 
parishioner at St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville, took the 
program on the road this summer, bringing it to a booth at 
the exhibit hall of General Convention in Indianapolis to share 
the program with other members of the Episcopal Church. At 
their booth was a banner displaying, “Meet Me in Galilee: A 
Journey from Repentance to Reconciliation.” 
 “Just looking at the banner told most of the story,”  
said Crawford. t

yoked ministry immediately upon graduation from Virginia 
Theological Seminary. In his papers there is a history he 
wrote for another of those parishes. In it he gently informs 
his parishioners that their church, closed to African-
Americans, had previously been open to African-Americans 
(on a segregated basis).
 On this late December day, the rector and parish 
secretary of the church I visited were taking a well-deserved 
post-Christmas holiday. But I did encounter some folks from 
the church there for the church’s faithful outreach program 
to local families, primarily African-Americans deprived of the 
same advantages the white members of the church had.
 In the cemetery I found headstones dating to the 17th 
and 18th centuries, perhaps earlier. Quite naturally, members 
of the Confederate army are buried there. That day their 
graves were marked with fresh flags – the Stars and Bars. 
 This parish has a story to tell, some questions to ask.  
So does yours.
 How can you contribute? Do you have materials or 
memories that you would like to share?  Are you interested 
in delving into your own family’s history or your parish’s 
history? If so, please contact me at jbchilton@gmail.com. t
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