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January 6, 13, 20, 27 

The God of Being         7:30 -9:00 pm 

and the Way of Wisdom 
 

Wisdom teaching is about transformation. About becoming.  Wisdom offers a way of growing into a 

lived awareness of and participation in the deepest reality of being that many of us call God.  The wisdom 

teachings of the great traditions describe a process of opening ourselves to the “something more” that we 

intuit, that our hearts may recognize in fleeting moments of clarity.  In the call to wisdom we hear words like 

realization, becoming, and enlightenment because that is where the work of wisdom is meant to take us.  We 

also hear of practice, balance, and intention, for those are the means of achieving the growth we seek.  

Wisdom teaching addresses the question: where can I find guidance and support for the work of opening 

myself to the deeper life that calls me?  Wisdom is a way of life--a way of living that moves us toward fuller 

participation in the ground of all being. 
 

Western Christians may not recognize the language of wisdom and transformation as a part of our 

tradition.  We were brought up on stories of the God of action who does great deeds, changes history, 

transforms nations.  We know Jesus of the cross and empty tomb, savior, healer, miracle worker.  We may be 

less familiar with the wisdom Jesus who teaches about opening ourselves to an awareness of the God of 

being who is near us, within us, and among us—the God in whom we live and move and have our being. We live 

in a time when the wisdom teaching of Jesus is being recovered and reexamined and found to be a rich 

resource for transforming not just individuals, but our world.   

 

This four-week series will introduce wisdom teaching and practice, with particular attention on Jesus as a 

teacher of wisdom. 

 

John Baker is an Episcopal priest who was first drawn to wisdom teaching in the writings of Lynn Bauman, 

in participation in and leading wisdom groups, and in the writings of Marcus Borg, who gave the world a clear 

vision of Jesus as a teacher who sought to transform the hearts of his followers.  He has learned from 

Cynthia Bourgeault in her Wisdom School and from Matthew Wright, whose workshops at the Center 

have drawn many of us into the wisdom circle.  
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