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Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Virginia 

Annual Meeting Closing Worship 

Thursday, October 15, 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Feast Day of Saint Teresa of Avila 
“Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands, no feet but yours.  

Yours are the eyes with which Christ looks out his compassion to the 
world.  Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good.   

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now.”  
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ECW Annual Meeting Closing Worship 

Order of Ante-Communion 

“Lord, make us servants of your peace.”  
 
Musical Interlude Andean Prelude Mr. Julio Cuellar, Music Director 

 La Iglesia Episcopal De Santa Maria 

 
Welcome and Worship Orientation  The Very Rev. Kim L. Coleman 
 
Opening Acclamation BCP, p. 355 
 
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
All  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Himno He decidido seguir a Cristo Canción folclórica de la India 

Hymn I have decided to follow Jesus Indian Folk Song 

  Mr. Julio Cuellar, Cantor 
Cantor leads verses 

While remaining muted, worshippers may sing along as desired. 
 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

no turning back, no turning back. 

He decidido seguir a Cristo; 

He decidido seguir a Cristo; 

He decidido seguir a Cristo; 

No vuelvo atrás, No vuelvo atrás. 

He prometido servir a otros, 

He prometido servir a otros, 

He prometido servir a otros, 

¡Con fiel amor, le seguiré! 

The world behind me, the cross before me; 

the world behind me, the cross before me; 

the world behind me, the cross before me; 

no turning back, no turning back. 
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The Word of God 

The Collect of the Day 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

O God, by your Holy Spirit you moved Teresa of Avila to manifest to your Church the way of 
perfection: Grant us, we pray, to be nourished by her excellent teaching, and enkindle 
within us a keen and unquenchable longing for true holiness; through Jesus Christ, the joy 
of loving hearts, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Song of Songs 4:12–16 Kay Holmes 

A Reading from Song of Songs: 

A garden locked is my sister, my bride, 
a garden locked, a fountain sealed. 

Your channel is an orchard of pomegranates 
with all choicest fruits, henna with nard, 

nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, 
with all trees of frankincense, 

myrrh and aloes, 
with all chief spices— 

a garden fountain, a well of living water, 
and flowing streams from Lebanon. 

Awake, O north wind, 
and come, O south wind! 

Blow upon my garden 
that its fragrance may be wafted abroad. 

Let my beloved come to his garden, 
and eat its choicest fruits. [The Word of the Lord.]                       

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 42:1–7 (recited by all in unison, congregation remaining muted) 

1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, * 
so longs my soul for you, O God. 

2 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; * 
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 

3 My tears have been my food day and night, * 
while all day long they say to me, 
"Where now is your God?" 
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4 I pour out my soul when I think on these things: * 
how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God, 

5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, * 
among those who keep holy-day. 

6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * 
and why are you so disquieted within me? 

7 Put your trust in God; * 
for I will yet give thanks to him, 
who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 

The Second Lesson Romans 8:22-27 Phenie Golatt 

A Reading from the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Romans: 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. [The Word of the Lord.] 
 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  Halle, Halle, Halle Caribbean Traditional 

  Mr. Julio Cuellar, Cantor 

 

 
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah,  hallelujah. 

 
Holy Gospel                               Matthew 5:13-16  The Rev. Deacon Katherine Ferguson 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

Cantor leads verses 
While remaining muted, worshippers may sing along as desired. 
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“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” [The Gospel of the Lord.] 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff 
  Ecclesiastical Authority 

Episcopal Diocese of Virginia 
 
The Prayers of the People Joy Warburton 
 
Leader: Let us journey to the waters of God’s refreshing kindness, offering our 

prayers and responding, “Hear us, good Lord.” 
 
That we may be prepared for the struggles of life, knowing that through suffering we 
receive grace, and that in the midst of trials, Jesus is forming us in love; let us pray. 
          Hear us, good Lord. 
 
That we may be satisfied beholding the likeness of others, seeing in them the face of Christ, 
especially through those who are poor and hardworking, homeless and destitute, 
imprisoned and alone, orphaned and afraid, grieving and lost; let us pray. 
          Hear us, good Lord. 
 
That we may take responsibility for sharing our ideas and lending our support to those 
who lead the Church, government, and public institutions, that we may share in the 
building of the social and spiritual fabric of our society; let us pray. 
          Hear us, good Lord. 
 
That we may trust the transforming power of Jesus to take even our meager offerings and 
create the resources that reveal the promises of the kingdom; let us pray. 
          Hear us, good Lord. 
 
That the leaders of the nations, especially Donald our president and Ralph our governor, may 

lead their people with integrity, honoring all that is past and moving into the challenges that 

define a new life; let us pray. 

           Hear us, good Lord.  

 

That we may join with the leaders of the nations in seeking ways to promote harmony in warring 

lands, and mutual respect across cultures, races, and languages; let us pray. 

          Hear us, good Lord. 

 

That light perpetual may shine upon the faithful departed as they come into their true home in the 

unending joy of the saints; let us pray. 

          Hear us, good Lord. 
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In the fellowship of the One who is full of graciousness and compassion, let us continue our 

prayers.  For whom or what else shall we pray today? As you so desire, worshippers may unmute 

your device at this time to offer your petition(s). 

 
Worshippers may add their petitions silently or aloud 

 

Father of all, we pray for Michael our Presiding Bishop; Susan, Jennifer, and Porter, our bishops; 

for Kim, our chaplain; for all who are ministers by Holy Baptism; for this online gathering; and 

for all bishops and other ministers. 
             
[Erika Masias] Loving Spirit, teach us compassion to embrace the gifts you give. In our 
differences, teach us to love fully and radically all of your children, as their true and whole 
selves. Lead us with courage to be advocates for all people, regardless of race, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, social status or mental capacity, so that we may be the justice 
and peace seekers you call us to be as we strive to respect the dignity of every human 
being, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

[Connie Brady] God of wisdom, we pray for your blessings upon all medical scientists and 
researchers around the world, that you will bless them with insight and skill, dedication 
and fortitude, as they try to find a cure for COVD-19, so that their work yields knowledge 
and understanding for finding a vaccine or treatments to deter its spread. Grant all public 
health and government officials the strength to act decisively, with compassion and 
understanding, in service to humanity, in fighting this outbreak and other diseases that 
plague your people in our communities, this nation and the world.  Amen. 
 

[Inez Tuck] Gracious God, source of all creation, all love, all true joy: accept, we pray, the 

outward signs of our profound and continuing thankfulness for all of life that will be 

collected online for the United Thank Offering ingathering.  Bless those who will benefit 

from those gifts through the outreach of the United Thank Offering; and keep each of us 

ever thankful for all the blessings of joy and challenge that come our way; through Him who 

is the greatest gift and blessing of all, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen 
 

[Kaaron Austin] Almighty God, we pray that You will bless the work in mission 

and ministry in the world of the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Virginia. Help 

us to pray fervently, labor diligently and give liberally to make known the power of your 

love given through your son Jesus. Let us not forget the lessons from the past nor fear the 

challenges of the future. Anoint us with your grace and shine in our hearts as we reflect 

your light throughout the world. Amen       
 

[Kathy Jimerson] Most merciful God, whose son Jesus Christ taught us to love and to serve, 

may we be guided by Your Holy Spirit in this time of decision for our nation. Help us to 

remember that there are so many around the world who do not have this freedom, and 

remember too the lives lost to fight for our right to vote here in this democratic republic we 

call home. Grant us wisdom in our discernment as we choose our leaders, and the grace to 

accept the results with humility – win or lose. And once the election is decided, give us all 

the strength and compassion to work to heal this divided nation, that we may be 

empowered in common purpose to work toward the noble ideals that are the foundation of 

our republic. All this we ask in Your name. Amen. 
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We pray also in thanksgiving for the blessings of this life, especially for those people and 

things we now name before you silently or aloud.  

Worshippers may add their thanksgivings silently or aloud 

Officiant 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of 
souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (silence) 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Absolution 

Officiant 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

The Offertory 

At this point in our worship we bless God by giving back to God a portion of all that we have received.  

ECW depends upon your gifts to fund our outreach to various ministries, our scholarship program, and 

the many ways in which women of Virginia make both local and worldwide impact. You may (1) send 

a check by mailing your gift, earmarked DIOVA ECW, to Diocese of Virginia, c/o Stephanie Gurnsey 

Higgins, PO Box 27426, Richmond, VA  23261. You can also (2) give online through the diocesan 

giving portal http://bit.ly/DOV-ECW  or you can (3) give by text. Just text DIOVA ECW to 73256 to 

give to the ECW of the Diocese of Virginia using your text messaging. Standard text messaging rates 

may apply. Thank you in advance for your generosity 

Officiant 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

DONATE HERE

about:blank
https://www.trinitychurcharlington.org/giving/online-giving/
https://www.trinitychurcharlington.org/giving/online-giving/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=154469&f=135
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Offertory Selection  Lord, make us servants of your peace 

Words: James Quinn, based on prayer att. Francis of Assisi (1182-
1226); Music: Dickinson College, Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr.; Recording: 

The Compline Choir at St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle, Washington; 
Conductor, Jason Anderson 

https://youtu.be/dFePl5ioYQo?t=18 

 

https://youtu.be/dFePl5ioYQo?t=18
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The Lord’s Prayer  BCP p. 364 

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Officiant and People:  Our Father who art in heaven:  hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
ECW Announcements 
• We thank one and all for joining us for our Annual Meeting today.  All Episcopal 

women in the Diocese of Virginia are members of ECW.  We encourage you to become 
active at the congregational level and to check out our website to see where you can 
become involved at a diocesan level.   

• We thank the Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority for the Diocese of Virginia, 
for her presence with us today and for her sermon.  We also offer special thanks to 
diocesan staffers Nancy Chafin, Erin Kamran, Stephanie Gurnsey Higgins and Bill 
Martin, for their technological expertise and assistance.  We pray that God continue to bless 
them in their service to God’s people.   

• We thank Mr. Julio Cuellar, Music Director, La Iglesia Episcopal De Santa Maria, and 
Mr. Patrick Kabanda, Minister of Music, Trinity Episcopal Church , for their 
assistance and leadership in enhancing our worship experience with compelling music.  

• United Thank Offering Ingatherings are now being collected online.  Individuals and 
groups may contribute at: www.episcopalchurch.org/uto. 

• 2021 United Thank Offering Grants: The 2021 UTO grant application materials are 
now available. The focus of this year’s grants is Recovering with Love and Gratitude: An 
Episcopal Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic in Local Contexts. The deadline for 
submission of a completed application (and required documents) for the first round of 
grants is 5 p.m. (Eastern) on Friday, February 26, 2021. Applications and description of 
the process is available at www.episcopalchurch.org/uto 

 
The Episcopal Blessing The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff   
 
Closing Hymn God of the women who answered your call Page 10 
  Tune: Slane, Irish ballad melody (Be thou my vision) 
  
The Dismissal 
 

Deacon  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude La Bendición (The Blessing en Español) 

Evan Craft (Kari Jobe, Elevation Worship, Cody Carnes) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxWv5iImWfY  

Acknowledgements 
Prayer for Elections retrieved from https://christchurchepiscopal.org/an-election-day-prayer/. Music Permissions granted for all 
under OneLicense #701503, LicenseSing #621743, CCLI #2533328, or are from Public Domain.  God of the Women hymn used with 
permission of noted citations.  Retrieved on 9/21/20 from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/god-of-the-women.  Gospel 
Acclamation, Halle, Halle, Hallelujah, arr. Mark Sedi, Copyright Setting: © 2002 Frank W. Boles. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Enriching Our Music E 119.   

about:blank
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxWv5iImWfY
https://christchurchepiscopal.org/an-election-day-prayer/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/god-of-the-women
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Closing Hymn God of the women who answered your call Joy Warburton 
  Tune: Be thou my Vision Cantor 
  

Cantor leads verses 
While remaining muted, worshippers may sing along as desired. 
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Episcopal Church Women 

Diocese of Virginia 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JOY in SERVICE 
 

“May today there be peace within. 

May you trust God that you are exactly  

where you are meant to be. 

May you not forget the infinite possibilities  

that are born of faith. 

May you use those gifts that you have received,  

and pass on the love that has been given to you. 

May you be content knowing you are a child of God. 

Let this presence settle into your bones,  

and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. 

It is there for each and every one of us.” 

Saint Teresa of Avila 

 
For more information about the ECW of the Diocese of Virginia, 

visit us at 
http://ecw.thediocese.net/default.asp  

 

http://ecw.thediocese.net/default.asp

