
TO REGATHER OR 
NOT TO REGATHER?

THAT IS THE QUESTION!



THE NUMBER ONE QUESTION THAT 
COMES UP REGARDING REGATHERING 
FOR INDOOR WORSHIP IS THIS:

How do we figure out the numbers on the COVID-19 
Tracker? 



SO WE’RE MAKING IT SIMPLER BY OFFERING A 
DIFFERENT TOOL. 

The risk assessment map developed by the Harvard University Global Health Institute and 
the Brown University School of Public Health offers a straightforward way of understanding 
the risk level associated with regathering for indoor worship in your locality.  Looking at 
your county or your city if it is not a part of a county, you can see its color code. Red 
indicates very high risk, with 25 or more new cases per day per 100,00 persons over a 
seven day rolling average. Orange indicates relatively high risk, with 10-24 new cases per 
day per 100,000. Yellow indicates the virus is still spreading and is not under control, with 
1-9 new cases. Green indicates the virus is contained; there are no new cases per day per 
100,000. 



IF YOU ARE IN A LOCALITY WHICH IS 
RED OR ORANGE, YOU CANNOT 
REGATHER YET.



IF YOU ARE IN A LOCALITY WHICH IS GREEN, 
AND YOU HAVE CONDITIONAL PERMISSION 
TO REGATHER, YOU MAY GO AHEAD. 



IF YOU ARE IN A LOCALITY WHICH IS YELLOW, 
YOU MAY REGATHER IF THE DAILY NEW 
CASES PER 100,000 IS 5 OR LOWER. IF IT IS 6-9, 
YOU MAY NOT.



SO HOW DO WE 
DETERMINE THE COLOR 

FOR OUR LOCALITY?



FIRST, GO TO THE WEBSITE: 
HTTPS://GLOBALEPIDEMICS.ORG/KEY-
METRICS-FOR-COVID-SUPPRESSION/



Yes, it’s a lot of data all 
at once. You don’t need 
all the data it offers, 
though.



Click hereWhen you first get 
onto this page, the 
states are listed by 
color code. You want 
them in alphabetical 
order, so you can 
quickly find Virginia. 
Click on the box in the 
upper right hand
corner labelled 
State/County. 



Once you’ve clicked 
on Virginia in the list of 
states, you’ll have a 
map of the state. You 
can click on the + sign 
by the name Virginia to 
get an alphabetical list 
of the localities. You 
can see your color 
code to the right of 
the locality name, 
but…



If you click on the 
locality in the list, you’ll 
get a county map. If 
you hover your cursor 
over the map (in this 
case, Arlington 
County), you will get 
more data.  



Not only do we see that Arlington County is currently considered 
Yellow, we see that it is in the upper half of the Yellow category, so 
you cannot yet regather.



WHAT IF OUR PARISHIONERS COME FROM AS FAR 
AWAY AS TWENTY MILES…

… you probably want to look at the contiguous localities 
before you make your final decision. That said, your 

OWN locality is always your starting point.



IF YOU ARE REGATHERING, YOU ALSO NEED TO…

• Check the website you’ve just learned about on a weekly basis 
to see if you are still in a category that permits you to continue 
worshipping indoors together. 

• If the color changes to red, orange or the upper half of yellow, 
you must stop indoor worship until the situation improves.



IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE DO REACH 
OUT TO CANON MARY THORPE AT 

MTHORPE@THEDIOCESE.NET OR BY 
CALLING THE DIOCESE AT 804-643-8451 X 

1013.

Stay safe and God bless you!

mailto:mthorpe@thediocese.net

	To Regather or not to regather?
	The number one question that comes up regarding regathering for indoor worship is this:
	So we’re making it simpler by offering a different tool. 
	If you are in a locality which is Red or Orange, you cannot regather yet.
	If you are in a locality which is Green, and you have conditional permission to regather, you may go ahead. 
	If you are in a locality which is Yellow, you may regather if the daily new cases per 100,000 is 5 or lower. If it is 6-9, you may not.
	SO how do we determine the color for our locality?
	First, go to the website: https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	What if our parishioners come from as far away as twenty miles…
	If You are regathering, you also NEED To…
	If you have questions, please do reach out to Canon Mary Thorpe at mthorpe@thediocese.net or by calling the Diocese at 804-643-8451 x 1013.

