
Diocese of Virginia  
to Elect Second Bishop 
Suffragan in November 2018 

 
Nominations for our second Bishop 
Suffragan are now open.  Please 
visit the Diocese of Virginia website 
(www.thediocese.net) for the 
profile and for the application. 
 

Nominations must be received by 5:00 p.m., Friday April 27. 
 

The ministry of Bishop is an important one for the Church, and 
has been from apostolic times. All Bishops share in this ministry 
and the ordination service itself highlights the collegial nature 
of this ministry. (Please see The Book of Common Prayer, page 
512ff.)  
 
At the same time, it is important to note that there are several 
functional differences between a Bishop Diocesan and a 
Bishop Suffragan. 
 
There are a number of canonically mandated responsibilities 
that are designated for the Bishop Diocesan and cannot be 
delegated. Also, the Bishop Diocesan sets the vision for the 
Diocese, while a Bishop Suffragan assists in the 
implementation of that vision and undertakes work specifically 
designated to him or her by the Bishop Diocesan.   
 
Being a Suffragan is a bit like “leading from the second chair,” 
to quote the title of a popular book. The Episcopal Church has 
111 dioceses, and there are currently only nine Bishops 
Suffragan overall. 
 

The new Bishop Suffragan in Virginia will share in the depth 
and breadth of episcopal ministry and will provide specific 
leadership for the pastoral care of clergy and their families, 
support and development of campus ministries, and 
ecumenical and interfaith relationships.  
 
Working primarily out of the Northern Virginia office, the 
second Suffragan will serve as the “first responder” for clergy 
and congregations in that region, and will also support 
episcopal ministry throughout the Diocese. 
 
 
Please e-mail the search committee at 
bpsuffsearch@thediocese.net  with any questions. 
 
 
Do you know someone who would make a great Bishop 
Suffragan?  Please be in touch with them, ask them to visit our 
website and make an application. And as always, please keep 
the Diocese and this election in your prayers. 
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