
Ecumenical and Interfaith Committee report 
Although 2020 has been a unique year of unprecedented challenges for the Church, the 
Ecumenical Officer and Diocesan Ecumenical and Interfaith Committee (DEIC) have 
continued to be active in a number of ways to promote the unity of the one Church for 
whom our Lord prayed on the eve of his death. 
   
An essential element for all ecumenical relations is the nurture of personal relationships, 
which must take place between judicatory heads and those who work in the area of 
ecumenical relations on their behalf. Relationships of this type take time energy, and 
intention to cultivate and sustain. The work of your Ecumenical Officer and of the DEIC 
is about cultivating and sustaining such relationships for the Diocese. It also involves 
our joint witness with other Christians to the Gospel through mission and through the 
exploration of theology. 
 
In response to the Call to Common Mission agreement of Full Communion between the 
Episcopal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we have 
continued to seek ways to more fully live into this relationship. In 2020, all meetings of 
the DEIC were joint meetings with its counterparts from the Episcopal Dioceses of 
Southern and Southwestern Virginia and the Virginia and Metropolitan Washington 
Synods of the ELCA. This joint Episcopal-Lutheran Committee has identified the need 
to encourage closer relationships between Episcopal and ELCA parish churches, 
ministries, and missions. To this end, we seek to be a resource for the churches, 
ministries, and missions involved or interested in this work. We are also committed 
to lobbying for this kind of collaboration whenever possible (and not as an afterthought) 
on mission, parish, and diocesan/synodical levels.  
     
In addition to our close relationship to the Virginia and Metro-DC Synods of the ELCA, 
the Diocese of Virginia belongs to the Virginia Lutheran-Anglican-Roman Catholic-
United Methodist (LARCUM) Covenant. This Covenant has been signed by the bishops 
of the three Episcopal dioceses in Virginia, the two ELCA synods, the two Roman 
Catholic dioceses, and the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church. Due to 
the Coronavirus Pandemic, the 2020 LARCUM Conference will be virtual, taking 
place via Zoom on Friday, December 4 and Saturday, December 5. The presenter for 
the 2020 Conference is Dr Phillip Cary, scholar-in-residence at the Templeton Honors 
College and professor of philosophy at Eastern University. The theme of this year’s 
LARCUM Conference is “Being Formed by the Gospel in a Post-Christian Age.” 
https://virginialarcum.org/2020/09/08/being-formed-by-the-gospel-in-a-post-christian-
age-a-proposal-for-the-church-catholic/ 

 
The principal ecumenical agencies supported by the Diocese of VA are the Virginia 
Council of Churches, the Interfaith Center for Public Policy, and GraceInside prison 
chaplaincy.  The Diocese of VA has been one of the major contributors to the VA 
Council of Churches.  
  
Your Ecumenical Officer and members of DEIC welcome the opportunity to speak to 
each Regional Council at least annually on our current ecumenical commitments and 
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interfaith developments. We also welcome opportunities to speak to individual parishes 
and other ministries.  
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