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The Culpeper Region of the Diocese of Virginia is composed of 10 church communities in 
Fauquier, Madison and Rappahannock counties. Churches are located in county seat 
communities and rural areas.  Mary Ann Cowherd is the region representative to the 
Diocese of Virginia Executive Committee.  

Culpeper Region holds meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of even months, with a summer 
meeting break for August. The region meeting in February was in person at St. Stephen’s 
Church, Culpeper; the meeting in April was canceled; meetings in June and October were 
online Zoom meetings.  

In December of 2019, the region voted to donate funds to Shiloh Baptist Church, Brandy 
Station, VA to assist them with rebuilding their church after a fire. Christ Episcopal Church, 
Brandy Station shared church facilities with Shiloh Baptist Church until COVID19 
prevented in-person gathering for church services. The new Baptist church building is 
nearing completion.  

Several churches have been in transition during 2020. Emmanuel Church, Rapidan, Grace 
Church, Casanova (from which the Rev. James Cirilllo retired in June), Piedmont/Bromfield 
Parish, Madison, and St. Luke’s Remington are currently seeking priests. Christ Church, 
Brandy Station welcomed the Rev. Grace Cangialosi. Little Fork Church welcomed the Rev. 
Stacy Williams-Duncan. The Rev. Miller Hunter of Trinity Church, Washington has 
announced his retirement at the end of the year, so Trinity will be in transition in 2021. 
During this period, the Rev. Ben Maas has been rector of St. James’ Church, Warrenton, the 
Rev. Ben Shelton has been rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Culpeper, and the Rev. Peter 
Gustin has been rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Catlett. With 7 of 10 churches in transition 
between 2019-2021, we have a dynamic region.   

The Region Grant Committee was formed to award grants for missions and project, but has 
not yet made grants available (other than the funds approved by a committee-of-the-whole 
granted to Shiloh Baptist Church). The region has over $14,000.00 in the bank account, 
largely because of the disbursement of “old Region 1” funds. We are attempting to 
“normalize” church funding, and finding the priest transition schedules challenging. We 
hope to attract region lay participants to region meetings.  

With the COVID19 restrictions, most of the region churches are “gathering” online in 
different ways: via Facebook/YouTube videos, via Zoom meetings, via phone. Our region’s 
churches are in an area that is underserved by internet service providers, so online 
offerings are not available to everyone. Churches are examining how to provide services to 
those who are not connected, largely the older members of our parishes. There are other 
online participation opportunities offered at some churches, including a book club, and 
“coffee hour” participation. Several churches are holding limited, reservation-only outdoors 
morning prayer services.  
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