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On February 5, 2011, the first class of five vocational deacons were ordained in the Diocese of 
Virginia. In November 2020, five cohorts or classes of deacons have been ordained, and, God 
willing and the people consenting, a sixth cohort will be ordained in April 2021. Currently, we 
have 27 canonically resident or licensed deacons serving 23 faith communities.   
 
Bishop Susan Goff appointed the Rev. Deacons Holly Hanback and David Curtis as archdeacons 
in December 2019. Our primary functions are to support the community of deacons, build 
community within this group of ordained ministers, help identify and attract seekers for the 
diaconate, and engage in other duties as assigned by the bishop.   
 
Beginning in March 2020, the Community of Deacons began meeting twice a month online to 
offer support, to pray, and to be together during this time of pandemic. Many ministries that 
support those experiencing poverty, homelessness, and uncertainty, were, and are, impacted, and 
more than a few were placed on hold. At the same time, our deacons reported that lay ministers 
who are active in ministries such as altar guilds and welcoming began to live out their baptismal 
vows in outreach ministries. We also heard how deacons are calling congregations to respond to 
eviction crises, food insecurity, unemployment and hunger. Our deacons continue to serve their 
communities in the midst of pandemic.  
 
Responding to racial and civil unrest following the extra-judicial killing of George Floyd, the 
Community of Deacons organized a diocesan 12-hour Prayer Vigil for Justice, Reconciliation, 
and Peace. Deacons are called to interpret to the church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the 
world. The prayer vigil was a call, rooted in the diaconal vows, to the diocese to engage in prayer 
for justice, reconciliation, and, finally, peace. Over 300 people joined in this vigil.  
 
The Community of Deacons also gathered this year in October for our annual retreat with Bishop 
Susan. Instead of gathering at Shrine Mont we gathered virtually. The retreat provided space to 
listen to one another deeply as many of us managed the various challenges of pandemic, 
ministry, personal lives, work lives, and families. We also discussed issues around self-care and 
pastoral care and how we are called to be prophetic in the public square.  
 
The St. Phoebe School for Deacons launched in Summer 2020 with four postulants enrolled. The 
St. Phoebe School for Deacons, a joint project between the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia 
and the Diocese of Virginia, replaces the Deacons’ School which began in January 2014. The St. 
Phoebe School will allow students greater flexibility by taking classes online through the Center 
for Anglican Learning and Leadership (CALL).  CALL is part of the Church Divinity School of 
the Pacific (CDSP).  The Rev. Dr. Sarah Kye Price serves as the Local Formation Director.   
 
It is with great joy that we report that, in the almost 10 years since the first vocational deacons 
were ordained, the Community of Deacons in the Diocese of Virginia is strong and is becoming 
stronger. We are grateful for the leadership and support of Bishop Susan during this past year. 
And we look forward to continuing to grow and strengthen the diaconate in Virginia.   
 



Those seeking to learn more about the diaconate are invited to contact the Ven. Holly Hanback 
(deaconholly@saintgabriels.net) or the Ven. David Curtis (dcurtis@saintjohnsrichmond.org).   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The Ven. Holly Hanback 
The Ven. David Curtis  


