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How will we look back on the Arlington Region 2020 years from now?  The Covid-19 
Pandemic and social distancing activities have dominated and impacted so many of the lives 
and activities in the seven parishes and two missions in the Arlington Region.  
 
In addition, the impact of furloughs, unemployment, working from home or remote locations, 
and the disruption of school and college education, and childcare has affected many in our 
parishes, not to mention the required changes in church attendance, shopping, dining out and 
visiting friends and family. Yet, we have persevered.  
 
Happily, with the challenging use of technology, our congregations have continued to gather for 
worship via Zoom or Skype or Facebook.  We have also been able in some parishes to hold 
services outdoors, observing appropriate social distancing and masking procedures.  In fact for 
some congregations, the use of technology has allowed for live hymn sings, responses, sermons 
and visiting clergy, including The Rt. Reverend Porter Taylor who has operated from his home 
in North Carolina, as well as from Northern Virginia, where his residence is on the campus of 
St. Andrew’s/Arlington. 
 
Another previously untested benefit of technology has been live participation in Zoom worship 
services, coffee hours, book club discussions and other activities drawing congregations 
together, while easily including folks in other parts of the country and overseas; this has 
included former parishioners, traveling parishioners, visitors and distant family and friends who 
cannot be with us physically. In addition, many services and activities are routinely recorded 
and readily available on YouTube.  Often, attendance has exceeded in-person attendance. 
 
Other parish activities have continued in Arlington, such as food donations to AFAC [Arlington 
Food Assistance Center] which many of our congregations support. One Arlington parish has 
continued to support its on-campus vegetable garden, which has contributed over 2,000 pounds 
of fresh produce to AFAC this year. Unfortunately, we had to cancel this year’s annual region-
wide Rise Against Hunger event since it would have brought together too many folks without 
the ability to be socially distanced. And before the pandemic, two parishes in the region 
combined with a third parish in Fairfax to conduct choral concerts. 
 
Personnel changes in the Arlington Region have occurred, including the departure of some 
clergy, including The Rev. Ann Barker/St. John’s who after 19 years as rector moved to a 
parish outside Atlanta, Georgia, closer to family.  And our Executive Committee/Board member 
for the Arlington Region, Jack Schick, completed a three-year term, and has been succeeded by 
The Rev. Catherine M. Campbell who is the Vicar of two Latino missions in Arlington, Cristo 
Rey and San Jose. as well being on the Board of Trustees at Virginia Seminary, from which she 
received her MDiv in 1988. 
 



 


