
 
 

Shrine Mont Annual Report – October 29, 2019 

Shrine Mont is a conference and retreat center serving the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia.  At our heart is the Cathedral 
Shrine of the Transfiguration, the cathedral of the diocese with public services held at 11:00 on Sundays from mid-April 
through early November. During the course of our season, we welcome parish retreats, family reunions, a vast array of 
conferences and meetings, and the diocesan summer camp program. 

Shrine Mont is located on 1,200 acres of forest in the historic resort town of Orkney Springs, VA fifteen miles west of I81 
between Winchester and Harrisonburg. Part of our facility is a renovated nineteenth century resort that is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Accommodations vary from hotel style rooms to cottages for families or small groups. 
Recreation activities include swimming, tennis, hiking, sports activities, volleyball, shuffleboard, Bocce, hayrides and 
camp fires. Golf and a zip line are available at the nearby Bryce resort.  

Shrine Mont will host over 13,000 guests and 600 campers and staff during the 2019 season, which ends on  
November 3, 2019 

Some highlights from 2019: 
• Eighty two parishes from the diocese held 88 retreats for families, youth, men, women, young adults, vestries and 

confirmations. In 2019 St. Peters Purcellville, St. Matthews Sterling, St. Stephen’s Culpeper returned to the 
Mountain after a number of years away.  

• 298 Diocese of Virginia middle and high school students participated in Parish Youth Ministry weekends. 
• Bishop Susan Goff hosted the Annual Spring Clergy Retreat in May and The Annual Fall Conference for Clergy, 

Lay Professionals and their Spouses in October.  Additionally Shrine Mont hosted the Deacons of the Diocese of 
Virginia, the Region Presidents, the Fresh Start Conference, The Commission on the Ministry, and the Young Priest 
Initiative. 

• The Diocese of Virginia Family camp met for the 67th year with 67 participants. 
• Shrine Mont rented six cottages during the winter months of 2018/19 with 60% occupancy.   
• More than 110 people came to Shrine Mont for our annual Volunteer Work Weekend in April and helped Shrine 

Mont prepare for the 2019 season 
• 20 parishes from outside the diocese/denomination held 22 retreats at Shrine Mont including five parishes from the 

Episcopal Diocese of Washington. In addition 11 groups unaffiliated with the church held workshops and retreats 
• Twenty one arts groups met for workshops and retreats. 
• Shrine Mont hosted the following programs: Women’s Retreat, Painting Creation Workshop, Summer Camp for 

Grownups, two Arranging for the Joy of It retreats, two Digital Photography Workshops, two Yoga Retreats and a 
Kids Stay Free week. 

• The annual Bishop’s Summer Celebration was held the weekend of July 5-7.  
• The Rev. Kathy Murray, rector of the Beckford Parish presided over the 94th anniversary of the Consecration of the 

Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration on August 6.  
• Sixty four golfers joined Bishop Jones for the 21st annual Tee with the Bishop Golf Tournament, which raised 

nearly $20,000 including a record $10,700 in corporate sponsorships for Shrine Mont.  
• Shrine Mont hosted seven school groups including three of the church schools of the diocese (St. Catherine’s, St. 

Margaret’s and St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes) for class retreats, band camps, cross country and football preseason 
training.   

• The Shenandoah Valley Music Festival held its 57th season with nearly 10,000 attending 8 concerts in July and 
August. For the fourth year, Shrine Mont and the SVMF partnered to sell packages with concert tickets and 
overnight accommodations and 362 people took advantage of this offer. 



 
 

• Shrine Mont remains active in the local community hosting the Shenandoah County Chamber of Commerce, West 
Shenandoah Ruritan Club and the Shenandoah County Sheriff’s Department Leadership Camp, the Basye Bryce 
Mountain Lions Club, and Family Promise of Shenandoah County.  Shrine Mont continues to work with 
Shenandoah County Teen Challenge to provide employment to those in recovery.  Shrine Mont also partnered with 
Bryce Resort, Filibuster Distillery and Shenandoah County Tourism. 

• The Cathedral Shrine hosted six weddings, two baptisms, and one funeral. 
 

Giving to Shrine Mont continues to grow both in annual donations to support our operations and for major projects.  In 
2019 annual giving is expected to once again surpass 7% of Shrine Mont’s operating budget.   There are now 35 
individuals who have included Shrine Mont in their estate plans and are part of our Transfiguration Society.  Shrine Mont 
is deeply thankful for the generosity of those who support our work. 
 
In 2019 Shrine Mont completed the following projects in addition to the normal repairs and upkeep of the property: 

• Renovation of the Rec Hall (Phase 1) 
• Replace the steps into Harrison Cottage 
• Repair windows in Scott Cottage 
• Update the bathrooms in the VA House 
• Upgrade lighting and paint interior of Hall House B and Chilton Hall 
• Complete painting the roofs of the VA House and MD House 
• Make improvements to bathrooms of Warner Cottage 

In the upcoming off season Shrine Mont will undergo the following improvements 

• Repair drainage in the road to the Shrine and Woodward House 
• Repair wood work in Nellie’s Garden 
• Complete upgrades in VA house Bathrooms and Hall House A 
• Undergo a thorough review and repair of the facilities  

Other Shrine Mont news: 
• In 2019 the Rev. Daniel Velez-Rivera of St. Gabriel’s, Leesburg and Charles Moncure of Christ Church, 

Richmond joined the Shrine Mont board of directors. 
• At the end of 2019 Mary Beth Abplanalp, John Carten and Jan Meredith will step down from Shrine Mont’s 

board of directors. Shrine Mont is deeply appreciative of Mary Beth’s, John’s and Jan’s leadership over the past 
six years. 

Shrine Mont would like to thank the Shrine Mont Board of Directors, the diocesan staff, our Shrine Mont Staff and all of 
our guests and donors for their hard work and efforts to continue to make Shrine Mont ”A place apart.”  

We are looking forward to another great season in 2020 and hope that every member of the diocese will spend some time 
with us. 

Submitted by: 

Kevin Moomaw, Executive Director 


