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North Richmond Region continues to hold community outreach services around the Region in 

an effort to attract people in the community into different venues for worship.  Our first was 

held outdoors in Historic Pole Green Church.  On November 1st we will meet at a Firehouse in a 

different area. 

Once a month member from two region churches are meeting to discuss and support each 

other in a ministry of evangelism.  All North Richmond Region Churches are invited to 

participate. 

The three new calls since last Annual Convention are: Emily Krudys, Our Savior, Victor King, 

Calvary Church and Judy Davis, Emmanuel. 

 

Below are reports from individual Churches. 

 

Report of St. James the Less, Ashland 

We have had a busy end of summer with Vacation Bible School in the first week of August, a 

special dinner with a report of the Rector's Pilgrimage with the Triangle of Hope, and the 

preparations for the program year. We had our Annual Church Picnic on September 8 and it 

was a joyous time of catching up after the summer months.  

At the Picnic we welcomed our new Priest Associate, the Reverend Becky McDaniel who is the 

Interim Chaplain to St. Catherine's School, and we look forward to her ministry with us in the 

years to come. She comes with her husband and their 4 teens.  

We had a busy time with our facilities adding a simple labyrinth using legacy slate from when 

we redid our front steps to make them safer. It is open to the community and sits in our cutting 

garden. It is a beautiful addition to our property. Also, the Rectory had significant work done to 

welcome our Rector as a neighbor. 

We just arrived back from our annual parish retreat to Shrine Mont, and the new theme for the 

coming year was presented. "LEAD HOLY SPIRIT INTO THE DEPTHS OF GOD." This is our focus as 

we pray for Vision in the coming year. The theme is based off I Corinthians 2:9-16 where the 

Holy Spirit guides us "even into the depths of God." 



Looking ahead, we have some significant events. We are in the midst of our Stewardship 

Campaign using the Diocesan theme "Wonder in All." We would also like to share some 

important dates that we hope you will share with your parishes:  

 November 4- A Service of Prayer for Christian Unity- The Ashland Clergy Group is 

holding a service the night before the election. In our divisive times we so much pulling 

us apart, we celebrate our unity in Christ and allegiance to him before anything else. All 

our welcome. 7 pm at St. James the Less, 125 Beverly Rd, Ashland, 23005 

 November 13- Celebration of New Ministry The Rev. Canon Malcolm Rogers from the 

Diocese of Liverpool is the guest preacher. Liturgy of Installation led by the Very 

Reverend Connor Newlun, Dean of our Region. All our welcome. 7 pm at St. James the 

Less, 125 Beverly Rd, Ashland, 23005 

 November 23- Ashland Stew Brew and  Blue Grass Fest. We are doubling our Brunswick 

Stew cook, and will be selling quarts to go, along with servings, beer, shrimp & grits, 

bbq, and more. Kids area and great music all day. 11am-5pm on the Church Lawn. All 

our welcome. Suggested Donation for entry- $5. 

 

Thank you, and continued blessings on your ministries! 

 

The Reverend Rock Higgins, Rector 

St. James the Less Episcopal Church  

 

 

   

We have started off with a bang for the Fall at Fork Church.  We had record attendance at the Adult 

Sunday School.  The topic the fall and winter is “The Major Religious Traditions of the World”.  We will be 

looking at Hinduism and Buddhism. 

 We will continue with both the Woman’s and Men’s book groups on a bi weekly basis.  With fall, we have 

started the 2019-2020 Godly Play for the children.   

 Father Nik and two additional representatives traveled to Texas during the second week of September to 

attend the Congregational Leaderships Initiative.  Fork Church was selected by the Dioceses to attend 

this event.  See Father Nik for more information on the itinerary and content and what could be shared on 

a local level. 

 We will be celebrating St Francis of Assis Day on Sunday September 29 with an outdoor service at our 

regular time with our furry, feathered, and scale skinned friends in attendance. 

 Forks stew sale is schedule for October 19 with a preparation party the evening before in the parish 

house. 



 This is just a very brief overview of the upcoming events.  As will all churches, we have had our share of 

pastoral care concerns, ongoing general business and the normal summer parish life events that would 

be expected. 

  

Paul Newell, Fork Church Episcopal 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Creator Mechanicsville is in the Confirmation/Stewardship/Annual Meeting cycle at our parish, 

with all that entails. 

 The parish is taking orders right now for our Annual Brunswick Stew sale(s). Our stew has won 

multiple awards (Best Stew, People's Choice, Most Original) over the years at the 17th Street 

Farmers Market Brunswick Stew Festival in Shoko Bottom, as well as being a two time State 

Fair of Virginia winner. The pick-up dates for the events are Oct. 26 and Nov. 23.  

 The parish is also in the process of acquiring new signage as we are in talks with the Hanover 

County Planning Commission about the widening of Rt. 360. 

  

Fr. Bill Burk+ OP 

 

 
  

   

Calvary, A loving congregation striving to be Faithful to Christ in Love and service. 

  

1. Breast cancer awareness service October 6/2019 10: AM with releasing of pink balloons for love ones 

2. 100th Anniversary sold out Banquet Oct. 26th /2019 

3.Anniversary service Oct. 27th 10: AM. Bishop Goff Celebrant. 

4.We are Blessed with the Reception of a new member at the Oct. 27th service. 

5.Nov.3rd All Saints service with the lighting of Candles for our love ones. 

6.Our Outreach will be delivering food to Food Bank in Oct. which is done each quarter. 



 Had our Homecoming service on this past Sunday Sept.22nd wonderful service with a full house 

attendance. 

  

 Blessings, Lathania Braxton 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

David L. Jennings, Sr. 

 

 

 


