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Wandering in the Footsteps of Christ
Virginia pilgrims travel to Holy Land
In February 2010, the Rt. Rev.
Shannon Johnston traveled on a
week-long pilgrimage to the Holy
Land. Around the same time, a
group from the Diocese of Virginia,
the Jerusalem Mile Project, embarked
on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. With
different itineraries and different
traveling companions, the two teams
simultaneously explored the land
where Jesus lived and walked. The
groups explored the relationship
between Palestinians and Israelites;
the role of Christians in the Holy
Land; and the intersection of religion
and politics. They also spent
time in prayer, reflection
and study. Here, three
pilgrims reflect on
their trips.

The Road to Emmaus
By Todd Culbertson

Todd Culbertson, editor of the editorial pages for The Richmond Times-Dispatch,
accompanied Bishop Johnston on the pilgrimage, sponsored by the Kairos Project,
a non-profit organization that educates America’s faith communities on the
causes of and solutions to the conflict in the Holy Land.

A

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.”
The rain pours and the winds blow and, inside a cave in the same
shepherds’ field, the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston, bishop of the Diocese of
Virginia, celebrates Holy Communion.
His lambs receive the Blessed
Sacrament, and in doing
so behold good tidings
/ Holy Land continued
on page 4
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Pilgrims on the Jerusalem Mile Project visited Dominus Flevit, a teardrop-shaped church that recalls when Jesus wept over Jerusalem.
The view through this window frames the city of Jerusalem.
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The Diocese is excited to announce some new changes and developments
in the Communications Office to help keep you more connected with other
churches and communicants in the Diocese.
A Brand New Web Site
Our newly designed site at www.thediocese.net, featuring an enhanced
Find-a-Church feature, a search function and an improved navigation
system, plus a friendly and attractive homepage with a rotating photo slide
show, went live in March. Visit us online to learn more about our resources,
beliefs, practices and ministries.
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Web Site Templates for Churches and Organizations
The Diocese has contracted Web Solutions, a company that provides
hosting services and Web templates for our churches, committees and
commissions at the low monthly rate of $10/month. Contact Emily Cherry at
echerry@thediocese.net to learn more or to sign-up.
Become Our Facebook Friend
Our Facebook Fan Page recently reached 1,100 fans, and is still
growing! We keep our page updated with interesting stories, photo
galleries and announcements. Join today at www.facebook.com/
episcopaldioceseofvirginia.
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A Fresh Look for the e-Communiqué
The e-Communiqué is a free, weekly electronic newsletter available to
anyone with an e-mail account. We’ve streamlined the e-Communiqué to
provide you with the announcements and updates you need to know while
showcasing a cleaner look. Churches now also have the option of printing
a flier of events to post on their parish bulletin boards. Sign up for the
e-Communiqué and other diocesan news updates at www.thediocese.net.
Do you have suggestions or feedback for the Communications Office?
Contact Emily Cherry at echerry@thediocese.net. t
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An Honored Guest at St. Paul’s Memorial
By Emily Cherry

Photo: Bonnie Bronson

W

When St. Paul’s Memorial,
Charlottesville celebrated their
centennial earlier this year, they
did so with a very special guest.
After preaching and presiding at the
investiture of the Rt. Rev. Shannon S.
Johnston, XIII bishop of Virginia, on
January 29, the Most Rev. Katharine
Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop of
the Episcopal Church, traveled to
Charlottesville for a three-day visit
with the parish.
Spending time with youth and
young adults was an important
part of Bishop Jefferts Schori’s trip.
The presiding bishop spent a halfhour in conversation with students
from the University of Virginia’s
Canterbury Fellowship, and joined
youth from St. Paul’s Memorial and
other churches in an evening of
fellowship and discussion.
Saturday evening featured
a celebratory banquet, with over
200 making their way through
a major snow storm for a place
at the table. Guests enjoyed a
documentary about the history of
St. Paul’s Memorial, and Bishop
Jefferts Schori addressed the
crowd about living out mission as
witnesses of God’s reconciling love,
focusing on interconnectivity with
the community and the greater
Episcopal Church.

Matthew Lukens, left, and Heather Warren, right, assist Bishop Jefferts Schori during the
Eucharist at St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville on Sunday, January 31.

Sunday morning was a chance
for all to join in Eucharist with the
presiding bishop, who preached on
the power of prophets. “Prophetic
work is part of our baptismal
vocation,” said Bishop Jefferts
Schori. “The ability to tell those hard
truths has something to do with
courage, and a deep connectedness
to God and all of God’s creation.”
The Rev. Jim Richardson, rector

of St. Paul’s Memorial, wrote in his
blog, “In the three days we enjoyed
with her, I was much struck by
how she absorbed the best that
is St. Paul’s, and the greatness of
this congregation when we are
fulfilling our mandate to build
God’s kingdom on earth. She
synthesized who we are and who
we can be.” t

The Diocese Gets its Day in Virginia’s Highest Court
By Emily Cherry

O

On Tuesday, April 13, the Supreme
Court of Virginia heard the
appeal of the Episcopal Diocese of
Virginia and the Episcopal Church
regarding the property dispute
with the Convocation of Anglicans
in North America (CANA).
The argument centered
around a Reconstruction-era
statute of the Virginia Code – the
57-9 “Division Statute” – and
whether it is constitutional for
the Commonwealth to impose
a congregational majority rule
requirement on hierarchical
churches without regard to their
faith based structure, or polity.
“Our primary concern
continues to be returning
Episcopalians to their church
homes,” said the Rt. Rev. Shannon
S. Johnston, bishop, following the

hearing. “We’re committed to the
generations of Episcopalians who
are committed to the Diocese and
the Church. We’re working to
ensure a lasting legacy of Episcopal
faith and worship in Virginia.”
“The Division Statute entangles
the state in religious matters where
it has no business intruding,” said
Henry D.W. Burt, secretary of the
Diocese. “As applied, the Division
Statute dictates how hierarchical
churches must be structured, in
violation of our faith-based polity.”
He added, “It shows a preference
for congregational churches, or
would require us to become more
like the Roman Catholic Church.”
“There is much at stake in this
case for all hierarchical churches
in Virginia,” said Bishop Johnston.
Briefs by amici curiae (“friends

of the court”), representing 25
million Christians and 97,500
congregations nationwide, were
filed on behalf of the Diocese. “We
are profoundly grateful for their
support,” he added.
The Diocese expects a ruling
from the Supreme Court on
June 11. All are welcome to join
Bishop Johnston and members
of the diocesan staff and legal
team on June 12 at St. George’s,
Fredericksburg from 10 a.m.-12
p.m. This will be a time for those
most directly affected by this
controversy to come together in
prayer, hear news and responses
and discuss next steps. Others
in the Diocese who wish to offer
support are urged to attend. t

Holy Land continued from page 1 /

The Holy land

of great joy, for not far from these
grazing grounds was born in the
city of David a Savior who is Christ
the Lord.
It is a long way from Tidewater
and the Piedmont to Bethlehem
of Judea, yet this trip seems less a
journey to unfamiliar places than
a homecoming, another step in
becoming what we are.
A trio departing from Richmond
encounters uncertain weather and is
rerouted from New York to Atlanta.
The non-stop flight from there to
Israel takes about 12 hours. With
time changes, the plane lands in the
evening of the following day. As the
jet sails from night into morning,
Orthodox Jews among the passengers
rise to pray. A monsoon greets the
Thursday arrival. Although skies
do not clear until Sunday afternoon,
nothing clouds what in their
wonderment the travelers have come
here to see.
The hotel, the Legacy, stands
a few steps from St. George’s
Cathedral and several minutes
from the Damascus Gate that leads
into the Old City of Jerusalem. The
neighborhood lies in East Jerusalem,
once severed from the West by a wall,
now divided by violence, ambition,
ideology and mistrust. Other
barricades rise, too. The American
Colony Hotel is nearby, a remnant
of eclectic civility, whose bar forms
the center of a universe of a sort.
Romance thrives; at least it tries. On
another morning, an advocate takes
us to a flashpoint, whose obscurity
compounds its sinister aspect.
Inside the Old City’s walls,
pilgrims follow the Via Dolorosa
and pass the Stations of the Cross
until they arrive at the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre and climb the
steps to Calvary.
Hands that two days before
touched the site of Jesus’ birth now
touch the site of his crucifixion.
Soon they touch the site of his
burial and resurrection. Church
attendance has collapsed in Europe,
the data say; yet the ear detects
Italian, French, German, Russian,
Spanish, the English of the English
and other tongues. Everyone makes
the sign of the cross while wearing
expressions of joy.
The Shrine of the Book preserves
the Dead Sea Scrolls, including an
extract from Isaiah, that loveliest of
prophecies. “Comfort ye, comfort ye
my people, saith your God.” Perhaps
nowhere else on Earth does the past
seem so present, and that may be

for the very good reason that the
past is present and the present is an
intimation of what is to come, or,
rather, what already is here if only we
would seek—and would act on what
we find.
The week-long trip addresses
politics as well as religion, and in
these precincts the two seldom
diverge. Various voices speak of facts
on the ground. In so many instances
these facts neither clarify nor inform
but obscure and complicate. Hebron
defines Ground Zero, for example.
Home of the Tomb of the Patriarchs,
Hebron has experienced bloodshed
as though the imagery of the Old
Testament were as fresh as the latest
atrocity. Muslims have murdered
Jews; Jews have slaughtered Muslims.
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Bishop Johnston meets with the pilgrims of
the Jerusalem Mile Project at the Herodian,
a fortress built by Herod the Great on
the site of one of his victories over his
Hasmonian enemies.

The so-called settlers have ruined the
center. Market streets that formerly
thrived are vacant and mute. During
a span of five or six blocks, the little
band of visitors is stopped four times
by heavily armed Israeli security
personnel in acts not of harassment
(which occurs in other circumstances)
but of concern. You should not
be here; this is a dangerous place,
especially on this, the day after
prayers are said to commemorate a
massacre committed by a JewishAmerican extremist in a mosque.
Snipers on rooftops testify to a
malevolent reality. It grieves God to
see this city thus.
Nablus, too, carries an air of
threat. A checkpoint policeman
treats a seat-belt violation as a
provocation. Intimidation fails to
stifle the emotions experienced at
Jacob’s Well, where Jesus met the
Samaritan woman and where water
still is drawn. Salvation, the presence
asserts, is at hand.

Israel’s security wall resembles a
scar in a countryside that has suffered
wounds for millennia. The structure
offends, yet rises for a reason — and
to some promotes an agenda likely to
result in distress. Terrorism’s victims
include not only its targets but those
whose cause suicide bombers and
other assassins purport to serve.
Palestinian blood stains Palestinian
hands. Israel does what it ought not
do. If all sides believe they have no
choice, then that is because they force
unhappy choices on themselves. This
is an argument for another time. The
simple but difficult truth is that Israel
has a right to exist within secure
borders. The Palestinians deserve a
state. The serial wars against Israel
bear much fault. As always, the
innocent know great pain. Optimism
is in short supply. The situation in
2010 seems edgier than in previous
trips dating to 1981. The van drives by
Armageddon.
Galilee conveys beauty. A church
marks the multiplication of the fishes
and the loaves, and let us be fishers
of women and men. Excavations
at Capernaum reveal where Peter
lived and where Jesus stayed. Atop
an adjacent hill the Church of the
Beatitudes serenely honors the
sermon from which all blessings flow.
The challenge is to live as we recite. A
view of intimate vastness takes in faroff mountains and distant shores. The
landscape suggests roads not taken,
paths until too late not understood.
The transfiguration is within.
Nazareth introduces Mary, and
the vital knowledge that the Mother
of God is not just anyone but was
selected for a reason. “Hail Mary,
full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.” Joseph protected his
holy family.
Mary nursed her son, the
boy grew, and even at this hour
multitudes fall down and worship
him. It is in Galilee where the story
of unseen things above, of Jesus
and his glory, of Jesus and his love,
exists most vividly. The everlasting
hills remain a long way from strife.
They were then, too. Gethsemane
beckons; the cross calls. The road
leads to Emmaus.
This pilgrimage was sponsored by the
Kairos Project and funded through a
private, non-profit organization. Visit
the Kairos Project online at www.
TheKairosProject.org or contact them
at info@thekairosproject.org.

/Holy Land continued on page 5
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‘The Fifth Gospel’

By the Rev. Megan Hollaway
The Rev. Megan Hollaway, assistant rector at Grace,
Kilmarnock, was one of the group leaders of the
Jerusalem Mile Project.

land. I don’t mean we need to own it, but this land has
the ability to inspire and reveal Christ to us. Just as we
wouldn’t want to live without one of the four gospels–
because something important would be missing–so we
shouldn’t detach ourselves from what the homeland of
There is a tradition in the Eastern Church that you
Jesus can teach us.
haven’t made a complete pilgrimage to Jerusalem until
When I consider this, I can begin to understand what
you have been seven times. It makes sense. Jerusalem is
is at stake for Christians in the Israel/Palestine conflict.
a complicated city. I once heard a Palestinian professor
The conflict has resulted in the Christian community
describe it as one, big walled monastery that houses three
decreasing from 30 percent to less than two percent of the
faiths, at least 10 ethnic/national groups, and a whole mix
total population. No Christians in the Holy Land means
of imams, priests, monks, nuns, rabbis, and lay people.
no faithful stewards of our holy places. And no Christian
Perhaps in its own way, Jerusalem really is a city at
holy places, means we lose something significant that
unity with itself.
testifies to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
On March 11, 28 of us returned from our Holy Land
Second, we listened and learned. We heard from
pilgrimage to the Diocese of Virginia. For some of us it
Israeli and Palestinian peace activists, from Palestinian
was a first encounter. For others
church leaders, from a young
it was a return trip. But for all of
man in the Deheishe refugee
us it was a glimpse into the deep
camp outside of Bethlehem,
well of our faith tradition—not
and from shopkeepers in the
only its customs and holy sites,
Old City, just to name a few.
but also its claim upon us to be
Many of us have committed
witnesses to God’s redeeming
to share the stories we heard
work in this world.
with our friends, churches, and
If there is such thing as thing
politicians back home.
Third, we shared our
as a normal pilgrimage, this was
abundance. Traveling with
not one of them. We traveled
as part of the Jerusalem Mile
our group was David Smith,
A view from the shores of the Sea of Galilee.
a member at Holy Comforter,
Project, an effort to deepen the
relationship of solidarity between
Vienna and a missioner for the
the Diocese and the church in Israel/Palestine through
American Friends of the Diocese of Jerusalem. David was
able to bring a check for $6,000 from Holy Comforter to the
pilgrimage, education, and mission. What follows are just
Episcopal Technological and Vocational Training Center
a few ways we began to live into that mission.
in Ramallah, as well as suitcase of children’s books for St.
First, we went—that’s the pilgrimage part. We stayed
George’s School. He also made several personal contacts
with the staff at St. George’s College, we worshiped at the
Palestinian congregation at St. George’s Cathedral, and
with leaders of Episcopal Church institutions in order to lay
whenever possible, met the Palestinian Christians who are
groundwork for developing mission relationships.
the stewards of the holy sites we visited.
Our pilgrimage has really just begun. We encourage
The Holy Land is often called the “fifth gospel”–
others to go and see for themselves and we look forward
to the work of education and mission in order to become
a necessary witness to the life of Christ. This was
more effective partners for peace with our brothers and
my second trip to Jerusalem and the most important
impression it made on me this time is that we need this
sisters in the Holy Land.
Photo: The Rev. Abbott Bailey/Jerusalem Mile Project
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Traveling the Jerusalem Mile
By the Rev. Abbott Bailey

The Rev. Abbott Bailey is rector of St. Andrew’s, Richmond
and one of the pilgrims who traveled on the Jerusalem Mile.
Ms. Bailey recorded these reflections on the Jerusalem Mile
Project blog, online at www.jerusalemmile.wordpress.com.

T

The Peace Process: An Israeli Perspective
At the conclusion of a long and rich first day, Dr. Ophir
Yarden, professor of Jewish and Israel studies at Brigham
Young University’s Jerusalem Center, easily captivated
us for nearly two hours with his take on Israeli-Jewish
perspectives of the peace process.
When asked about the role American Christians can play
in supporting the peace process, Dr. Yarden emphatically
and enthusiastically encouraged us to support the
local Christian community. He lamented that the
Christian community is at risk of disappearing, saying

unequivocally, “There should be Christians in the Holy
Land.” He also encouraged us not to become a vector for
the conflict by exporting a position that requires standing
on one “side” or another, but to support the local Christian
community as a means of promoting peace. This role—to
support the local Christian community in the Holy Land—
is essentially the mission of the Jerusalem Mile Project.
Day Four: Two Kingdoms
We started out the day at the Herodian, a fortress built
by Herod the Great on the site of one of his victories over
his Hasmonian enemies. From the Herodian, we travelled
to Shepherd’s Field, the traditional location where the
angels announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds. Gathered
in a cave, we celebrated Eucharist with Bishop Johnston
presiding. In his homily, Bishop Johnston held up to us
the tension of the seasons
/Holy Land continued on page 6
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of Lent and the Nativity. One is a
season of purging; the other a season
of birth. To me, it seemed appropriate
that, here in this place, the season
of the nativity would break in to
the season of Lent much like God
broke into the world through the
birth of Christ, out of season in so
many respects. I remembered the
psalm from day one—“This one
was born here”—and my expectation
that something of us would be born
here. If my memory serves, Bishop
Johnston expected that this tension
between Lent and Nativity, purging
and birth, might fashion devotion
out of discipline. From discipline
to devotion. For me, it struck at the
very heart of why we do what we do
during Lent.
Day Five: Worship in the Holy Land
This morning many of us
worshipped with the Arabic
congregation at St. George’s
Cathedral. Much, of course, was in
Arabic and therefore would have
been completely incomprehensible
were it not for the fact that we were
worshipping together as Anglicans
— we understand each other’s
prayer language. At times, I would
close my eyes and listen as the two
languages, Arabic and English,
wove in and out, neither silencing
nor outdoing the other.
Day Six: In the Shadow of
the Galilean
Traveling to Jericho, one of the
oldest cities in civilization, we took
a tram up to Temptation Monastery,
built in the side of the cliff, where
modern tradition holds that Jesus was
tempted by the devil. It presented
another opportunity for devotion,
and again I knelt, placing my knee
in a groove worn perhaps by many
a pilgrim to this place, and bodily
entered the collective memory
of Christian tradition. I am past
worrying about any site being the
literal location of biblical events. There
is something to be said about joining
a collective journey in the shadow of
the Galilean who looms so large for
us and yet lived so insignificantly and
marginally in his day.
Home: Reflections on the
Holy Land
We are home now with much to
think about and digest following an
incredible trip in the land where Jesus
walked, taught, healed, died and
was raised. As Christian pilgrims,
we went to enter into this story and

hopefully come into spiritual contact
with the person who is our Savior.
Before leaving on the trip, one of the
children at St. Andrew’s School, a
first grader, asked me to please take a
picture with Jesus to share with them
when I get back. In retrospect, I think
this child knows more about adult
behavior than I realized, because all
38 of us went from site to site taking
pictures like paparazzi desperate for
a glimpse of our religion’s greatest
celebrity. The point is, for Christians
coming from outside of Israel and
Palestine, the place is about the
person of Jesus Christ; the land is
holy primarily by virtue of Jesus’
presence in it.
For those who live there,
however, the land is holy for very
different reasons. Dr. Yarden
explained that for Jews the land is

For the Palestinians–both
Christian and Muslim–the land is
no less important. Their lives are
inextricably tied to it, despite being
forced from it and having lived as
an occupied people for much of
modern history. Nasser, our guide,
is a Palestinian Christian born in
the Old City of Jerusalem. He and
his family are refugees twice over.
His grandfather fled what is now
Northern Israel in the late 1940s
when civil war broke out, the state
of Israel was established and many
Palestinians fled, were ejected from
their homes or killed in the conflict
that ensued. He fled up through
Jordan and back into the territory to
settle his family in what is now the
West Bank. In the 1967 war between
Israel and the neighboring Arab
states, Nasser’s family again lost

Photo: The Rev. Abbott Bailey/Jerusalem Mile Project
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The Rev. Megan Hollaway, assistant rector at Grace, Kilmarnock, visits the grave of
Mahmoud Darwish, a Palestinian poet and author.

in and of itself holy, starting from
the site of the Holy of Holies on the
Temple Mount and spreading out in
concentric circles wider and wider.
There is no place that is not holy
in all the land, which is why many
orthodox Jews will get off the plane
and immediately kiss the ground. It
is, to them, the promised land. The
specific location of historic events is
not necessarily of utmost importance.
What is of utmost importance is its
representation of the relationship–the
covenant–between God and the
Jewish people. After the Holocaust,
when over 6 million Jews were
systematically eliminated by statesponsored murder, the land also
represents the security of a Jewish
state–a place where Jewish people
might be safe from anyone or any
nation ever again trying to wipe them
off the face of the earth. The land
itself is like a signpost on the door
calling for God’s protection and care.

their land and became refugees for
the second time. When you enter
the home of a refugee in Palestine,
you will most likely find the keys
to their original homes hanging in
some prominent place. Their ability
to return home, called the “right of
return,” is one of the key sticking
points in peace negotiations between
Israel and Palestine.
For all these groups of people, the
land is about more than livelihood;
it is about their identity as a people.
They belong to the land, and it
represents nothing less than life and
freedom for them.
I said after my first trip here
(this was my third) that this place
seeps into your skin and settles in
your bones in some inexplicable
way. If it does that for me, it’s almost
unimaginable how deeply it is settled
into those who live there. t
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Trucks for Haiti: Virginians Respond
By Emily Cherry

Photo: The Rev. Buck Aiken
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In the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, Episcopal Relief &
Development (ERD) partnered
with the Diocese of Virginia on
a campaign to obtain trucks and
passenger vans for Louisiana and
Mississippi, where relief agencies
needed transportation for the
workers helping to rebuild the Gulf
Coast area.
After January’s catastrophic
earthquake in Haiti, ERD and the
Diocese of Virginia embarked on a
similar partnership. The obstacles,
this time, were different. In the
aftermath of the earthquake, many
victims fled the larger cities,
resettling in church communities
in small, hilltop villages outside
of Port-au-Prince and Leogane.
And while ERD had established an
effective system to bring supplies,
water, food and medicine from
the Dominican Republic to the
Diocese of Haiti’s Port-au-Prince
central relief area, they hadn’t yet
developed a system for delivering
those supplies to the outlying areas.
That’s where Trucks for Haiti

The first shipment of trucks is Haiti-bound at the port in Miami.

came in. ERD contacted the Diocese
of Virginia with a request to
provide eight “small and fierce”
pickup trucks. The Rev. Buck
Aiken, assistant rector at St. Mark’s,
Richmond, led and coordinated
the efforts. At the time, ERD was
paying $400 per day for truck
rentals, and supply and demand
caused the prices of trucks in the
nearby Dominican Republic to

skyrocket. Purchasing the trucks
in the United States and shipping
them to Haiti was the most costeffective alternative. The Rt. Rev.
Shannon S. Johnston, bishop, made
an appeal to the Diocese of Virginia:
help us raise $175,000 to provide
this badly needed support to the
Diocese of Haiti.
The result? Less than two
months later, churches and
individuals in the Diocese of
Virginia have helped raise $204,509
for Trucks for Haiti. Ten trucks have
been purchased and are at work
in Haiti. Substantial donations
also came from the Community
Foundation (a non-profit,
Richmond-based organization that
promotes civic engagement through
philanthropic efforts), as well as
individuals outside the Diocese.
“This is a long-term gift,”
explained Mr. Aiken, “Not just
a band aid.” That’s an important
distinction for a country that is just
witnessing the beginning of massive
rebuilding and recovery efforts.
“From the moment news of the
earthquake arrived, there’s been
a massive surge of energy in the
Diocese of Virginia to respond to
the crisis in Haiti,” said Bishop
Johnston. “The Trucks for Haiti
campaign was the perfect outlet
to focus these energies. Our
brothers and sisters in the Diocese
of Haiti continue to be faced with
pain, suffering and loss. It is our
Christian duty and our privilege to
be able to offer assistance to them,
now and in the years to come.” t
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Resolutions the Focus at Resumed Council Meeting
By Emily Cherry

A

After snow foreshortened the 215th
Annual Council in Richmond in
late January, Council reconvened
to complete its work on Saturday,
February 20 at Virginia Theological
Seminary.
Members of Council heard
the Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, bishop
suffragan, speak to the importance
of church planting and supporting
continuing congregations. Beblon
Parks, president of the Episcopal
Church Women; the Executive
Board; members of the General
Convention deputation and the
diocesan Committee on Race
Relations also delivered reports.
A discussion on the resolutions
submitted to Council was the

main order of business. Members
of Council approved resolutions
supporting the adoption of a charter
for lifelong Christian formation;
establishing the first Sunday of Lent
as Episcopal Relief & Development
Sunday; appointing a task force
to investigate training for the
prevention of domestic violence;
affirming the peaceful resolution
of conflicts; offering support
for Sudan, Haiti and Jerusalem;
commending our bishops for
their support of the Anglican
Communion; and urging study of
the proposed Anglican Covenant.
Much of the debate during the
resolutions discussion revolved
around R-14s, a resolution created

by the Committee on Resolutions as
a substitute for R-3 on inclusiveness
in ordained ministry, R-4 on
authorizing rites of blessing and
R-11 on defining sacramental
and civil definitions of marriage.
Recognizing the wide variety
of points of view in the Diocese
over the blessing of same-gender
relationships and the understanding
of the Christian and civil marriage,
the resolution calls for a prayerful,
orderly and deliberate method for
collectively addressing these issues.
The resolution, which was
adopted by Council without
amendment, calls for the bishop to
empanel a group of clergy and lay

founding, Emmanuel has added
two other buildings to its complex.
The English Tudor-style Joseph
Bryan Building was built in 1910
to house the parish hall, offices
and a parochial elementary school,
which remained open until 1950.
Emmanuel added on a new parish
hall building in 1957.
The original church, with more
than a dozen stained glass windows
and antique catechal tablets, set on
17 tranquil acres, are reminders of
the historic past. But Emmanuel
continues to look to the future. In
2007, the Joseph Bryan Building was
refurbished and renamed the Bryan
Education Center, including Sunday
School classrooms, media center,
computer lab and the Rev. Canon
Reginald H. Fuller Chapel. Canon

Fuller was a world-renowned New
Testament scholar. In 2009, a generous
front landing was added to the 1860
church building, complete with ramp
to improve handicapped access.
Emmanuel will celebrate the
150th anniversary of its consecration
on July 11. The church is in the
midst of a 15-month celebration of
“Decades of Devotion” which began
in October 2009 and will run through
the end of 2010. The centerpiece of
the observation will be a festival
Eucharist followed by a reception, at
10 a.m. on July 11 at the church. The
Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, bishop
of Virginia, will celebrate, assisted by
the church’s rector, the Rev. John R.
West Jr. Learn about other Decades
of Devotion events by contacting the
church office at 804-266-2431. t
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Since 1859, the congregation
of Emmanuel, Brook Hill in
Richmond has been worshipping
together. First gathering at the
Brook School and later moving to
the 200-seat Gothic Revival church
they now occupy, the church
was consecrated “Emmanuel” by
the Rt. Rev. John Johns, assistant
bishop (and later diocesan) of
Virginia, on July 6, 1860.
The new church faced
challenges soon after its
establishment when the Civil
War came literally to its doorstep.
Troops from both sides camped
on the grounds, and soldiers
even attended Sunday services. A
Confederate cemetery of 87 graves
is within the church cemetery.
In the decades since its

Photo: Marilyn Malone

Decades of Devotion
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people – including attorneys and
knowledgeable clergy and laity with
a variety of theological viewpoints
on these issues – to “recommend
consistent standards so that, if
services of blessing same-gender
unions are authorized, our clergy
and people have a clearly understood
and enforceable set of rules to guide
the application of clergy discretion
in providing pastoral care to
same-gender couples seeking such
blessings.” The text of the resolution,
available in its entirety online at
www.thediocese.net, also suggests 18
issues for the panel to consider when
formulating these standards. Finally,
the resolution calls for the group “not
to opine on whether the blessings
of same-gender unions should be
authorized.” The consideration of
any authorization for Virginia clergy
to enter same-gender unions will be
deferred until after this process.
“I think that what we were
attempting to do was to provide a
more comprehensive framework,”
said the Rev. Andrew Merrow,
rector of St. Mary’s, Arlington and
a member of the Committee on

Resolutions. The Committee sought
“to try to anticipate some of the
ripples that would emanate were
the blessing of same-gender unions
to occur,” he further explained. “We
thought this was a way to support
Bishop Shannon, and we thought
that he, frankly, as the bishop, was
owed the deference of some time on
something that’s this monumental
to the life of the Anglican
Communion and the Diocese.”
“You can have your own
personal opinion on this, but we’re
talking about the Church,” said the
Rev. Geoff Gwynne, vicar of Christ
the King, Harrisonburg and another
member of the Committee on
Resolutions. Opinions “are not the
only thing that matters here.”
In his pastoral address, the Rt.
Rev. Shannon Johnston, bishop,
noted that he’d like to address
some of these issues in regional
diocesan forums later this year. This
resolution, said Mr. Gwynne, will
“facilitate more understanding; it’s
going to answer questions; and it’s
going to give some people a reason
to come to the forums.”
“Maybe this is due to our
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bishop’s own example on the
[General Convention House of
Bishops’] floor in Anaheim,” Mr.
Gwynne added: “He exposed
some nuances and some of the
complexities of the issue we’re
dealing with, in that hasty actions,
hasty decisions aren’t helpful. In
that sense, [Bishop Johnston] is
a family-systems trained bishop,
and there are going to be anxieties
in any system… If you attend to
the anxiety, the rest of the system
will become anxious. If you note
the anxiety and attend to the
underlying issue, then long-term, it
will bode well.”
Following the adjournment of
Council, Bishop Johnston hosted
an open discussion on the future
design of Annual Council meetings.
“I enjoyed the chance to have a
real conversation about the future
shape of our Council,” said Bishop
Johnston. “It’s clear that we all want
to make the most out of your yearly
time together as a whole diocese,
and this discussion was an excellent
first step in shaping that process.” t

an extraordinary classroom

CHRISTCHURCH SCHOOL
Great journeys begin at the river!
a curriculum for the 21st century

An Episcopal college preparatory school located on the Rappahannock River.
Boys boarding and co-educational day school for grades 9-12 and PG
www.christchurchschool.org | 804-758-2306
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News from Across the Church
Episcopal News Service briefs
Advocacy, partnerships bolstered
as Sudan approaches general
elections
By Matthew Davies

A

As Sudan headed to the polls April
11-13 to hold its first democratic
elections in 24 years, Episcopalians
in the U.S. ramped up advocacy and
raised awareness of the issues that
confront Africa’s largest and most
war-torn nation amid fears that it
could plunge back into civil war.
Richard Parkins and Russ Randle,
two leading Episcopal Church
advocates for Sudan, have continued
to pursue the U.S. Congress and
President Obama administration,
pressing them to make the African
country’s peace agreement a priority
and to ensure that fair elections are
conducted. Mr. Randle is a member
of Christ Church, Alexandria.
“There has been a ratcheting up
of interest in Sudan because people
are making dire predictions about
the election aftermath,” Mr. Parkins,
executive director of the American
Friends of the Episcopal Church
of Sudan, told ENS in a telephone
interview. “It’s not addressing new
issues but putting a spotlight on the
fragility of the peace agreement.”
Sudan’s Comprehensive Peace
Agreement was signed in January
2005 by the two warring parties—the
Government of Sudan in the north
and the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement in the south—bringing
an end to a 20-year civil war that
claimed more than 2 million lives
and displaced about 7 million people.
Among the major terms of
the agreement are the equitable
distribution of oil revenues, drawing
of fair borders, and the development
of democratic governance
throughout the country. But the
northern government’s failure to live
into these terms and a recent increase
in violence have threatened to
undermine the election, with major
boycotts feared.
The peace agreement also set the
date of 2011 for a special referendum
in which southerners can vote
whether to secede from the north or
remain a unified country.
The Episcopal Church’s longstanding support for Sudan is
manifested through its partnerships
and companion diocese relationships,
programs supported by Episcopal

Relief & Development, and advocacy
work of the Office of Government
Relations.
When this paper went to press,
the election results had not yet been
announced.
Haiti synod participants urged to
‘stand up and walk’
By Mary Frances Schjonberg

G

Gathering April 6-7 for an
earthquake-postponed annual
synod, the leadership of the
Episcopal Diocese of Haiti heard its
bishop’s call to “stand up and walk.”
“According to our theme for
this year’s synod, ‘Ayiti Leve Kanpe
Pou ou Mache,’ ‘Haiti, Stand Up and
Walk,’ Haiti needs all of its sons and
daughters to work in solidarity to
rebuild, to get Haiti back to its feet,”
the Rt. Rev. Jean Zaché Duracin told
the gathering at Bon Sauveur in
Cange. “In this spirit, we gather as
a community, as a church, to pray
together and to build up a team to
not only work for the church, not
only to rebuild our church but to
rebuild our country.”
Speaking to the synod on
Tuesday of Easter Week, Bishop
Duracin reminded participants that
“we believe in the resurrection.”
“Since we believe in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we
believe in the resurrection of all of us
and of Haiti,” he said.
The diocese’s 113th synod had
been scheduled to meet January 2526, but the January 12 magnitude-7
earthquake interrupted those
plans. The quake destroyed much
of the diocese’s infrastructure and
a highlight of the meeting in Cange
was the in-gathering of more than
$6,600 in offerings made in part by
the diocese’s congregations on Easter
Sunday for the rebuilding of Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Port-au-Prince.
Calling the collection “a symbolic
offering to rebuild Holy Trinity
Cathedral,” Bishop Duracin said:
“We will begin at the cathedral, but
we want the whole diocese rebuilt.
We are making the effort. We know
that ours is not enough and we are
counting on our partners. But with
faith in God, we will rebuild.”
The Rev. Lauren Stanley,
Episcopal Church-appointed
missionary in Haiti and Bishop
Duracin’s liaison in the U.S., said

the liturgy “was filled with joy
and hope.”
“There is a real sense that Haiti
is standing up, and it is walking
forward,” Ms. Stanley told ENS.
Also during the synod
participants learned about an offer
from Church Pension Group and
CREDO to provide clergy and
lay leaders of the diocese with
a wellness and respite program
designed to assist them in their
spiritual and emotional recovery
from the trauma they suffered
during and since the earthquake.
Building a successful ministry for
the blind in Tanzania
By Emily Cherry

I

In the last nine years, graduating
students from the Buigiri School for
the Blind in the Diocese of Central
Tanganyika taking Tanzania’s
national exams have consistently
placed their school in the top one
percent of the 14,000 primary schools
in the country.
In 2009, the school placed 81st in
the nation, while in 2006, it ranked
sixth overall.
Central Tanganyika Bishop
Mdimi Mhogolo and Brian Atkins,
the diocese’s business advisor,
outlined the school’s success during a
recent visit to the Diocese of Virginia.
Mhogolo and Atkins travelled to the
U.S. in support of Carpenter’s Kids,
another diocesan education project
that partners Tanzanian villages with
diocese, churches and groups abroad.
Located just outside the capital
city of Dodoma, the Buigiri primary
school is home to 100 pupils: 59
students are totally blind, 11 have
severe visual impairment and
the others have normal vision.
(Tanzania’s government requires
schools for the blind to be integrated.)
“In most cases,” Mr. Atkins
said, “the blind pupils come from
very poor, rural families who simply
cannot afford the fees for boarding
and tuition.”
The Tanzanian government pays
teachers’ salaries plus the cost of
food for the children and the diesel
for the children to travel to and from
school. The diocese is responsible
for all other fees, including nonteaching staff salaries and ongoing
maintenance. But in 2000, the school

/ ENS continued on page 21
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Living in a House

A

As I write this, the movers are packing up the
townhouse that Ellen and I have lived in since we
moved to the Diocese. You know what moving is like,
so I’ll spare you the unsettling details. Suffice it to
say that so many things have to come together with a
lot of care for packing, loading, unloading, unpacking
and placement. If we’re lucky, “most” things go well
enough but I doubt that anyone expects absolutely
everything to be perfect. We’re now moving to the
Bishop’s House at Roslyn. Originally built by Bishop
Gibson in 1958 (coincidentally, the year I was born),
the house is owned by the Memorial Trustees of
Roslyn and is offered for the bishop’s use as a sign and
affirmation of the definitive ties between Roslyn and
the Diocese of Virginia. As much as we have enjoyed
living in our townhouse, this is a very exciting time.
Ellen and I will greatly enjoy making the house our
own home. Of course, much has to be brought together
with great care for that to happen as well. We look
forward to many years making that so.
Tomorrow, I leave for the spring meeting of the
House of Bishops. All of this thinking about moving
into a new house led me to ponder about everything that
has gone into moving into that House of another sort.
It’s interesting to consider that there is a lot in common
between a move into a new home, making it “come
alive” as your own, and taking one’s place in that living
House and owning your particular role in its ongoing
life. As with a move of residence, a lot of care goes in to
finding the right comforts and working style, and it can
take a while before one feels truly at home.
Two milestones come together for me at this
particular meeting that will help to put the finishing
touches on my move into the House of Bishops. First of
all, this is my first meeting of the House at which I am
the bishop of the Diocese of Virginia. Although I have
been the longest-serving bishop coadjutor since the
2000 General Convention imposed a three-year limit on
the office, my place in the House was nonetheless—and
very appropriately—“transitional.” I trust that you will
understand when I say that this time I cannot help but
feel that I am taking my place in the House in a more
settled, defined way. The full authority of the ministry
of diocesan bishop is now upon me and it is that which
I now share for the first time with my brother and
sister bishops. Both on October 1, when I officially

became your diocesan bishop,
and around the time of my
investiture at Council in January,
I received many congratulatory
notes, e-mails and phone calls
from fellow bishops. Most of
those mentioned something
along the lines of celebrating my
new role when we meet for the
spring gathering and I shall be
most grateful for that in these next few days.
The other milestone is that this is my last meeting
of the House of Bishops being a part of the “Living Our
Vows” residency program of the College for Bishops
(what many wryly call “baby bishops school”). That
program will conclude for my class at our meeting in
May. The program is something of a rite-of-passage
within the House, but not to be slighted is the plain
reality that this is a strong program that not only
has substantive content for a bishop’s know-how and
deeper formation. It has also been one of the primary
factors in shaping and strengthening the personal
relationships within the House. I’m most grateful for
that and I shall miss the “Living Our Vows” meetings.
As I prepare to leave for the House of Bishops, I
am deeply aware that I need the concreteness of my
connection to this larger body in much that same way
that clergy and congregations need to know—and be
shaped by—their connections to the larger diocese.
Bishop Jones and I do not exercise this episcopal
ministry by ourselves; by definition, the episcopacy
is a collegial ministry and is thus incomplete when it
does not look beyond its own bounds. I pray that all of
you will find, through whatever means, those concrete
ways of relationship to the Diocese of Virginia through
which you know something of that same truth for your
congregational life. All of us together are also building
a living house that is the Diocese of Virginia. Remember
that the “diocesan house” is not only at 110 West
Franklin Street in Richmond. We inhabit a house and a
home with a roof that covers 38 counties in Virginia. t
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Calendar

May
3

20

3-5

21

Women’s Circle on Embodied Spirituality; St. James’s,
Richmond; 7-9 p.m. Six-week series for women on
transforming relationships with God; suggested
donation $120. Contact Eleanor Rouse 804-591-9633.
Bishop’s Conference for Clergy, Lay Professionals
& Spouses; Shrine Mont; May 3-5. Join speakers the
Rt. Rev. Julio Murray, bishop of Panama, and Cary
Gray Kelly, a vocational coach. Contact Kathlyn Jones,
kjones@thediocese.net, 800-DIOCESE x31.

5

Models of the Church; A seven-week, Wednesday
evening discussion series on defining the Church;
St. Bartholomew’s, Richmond; 6:30 p.m.

ECW Spring Open Board Meeting; Christ Church,
Glen Allen; 9:30 a.m. Dreaming, Planning, Helping:
We’re Getting it All Together… With Grace. More info at
www.ecw.thediocese.net.
Trinity, Arlington Golf Tournament; Penderbrook Golf
Club. Contact Arlene Casimiro, arlenecasimiro@gmail.com.

23

Music at St. Barnabas’, Annandale; 4 p.m. Meade
Memorial’s Gospel Truth Choir.

26

6

Planned Giving Workshop; St. James the Less, Ashland;
7-9 p.m. Free workshop with Frances Caldwell, diocesan
director of Development & Stewardship. Register with
Frances, fcaldwell@thediocese.net or 800-DIOCESE x35.

7

Under the Tent; Congregation of Beth Ahabah,
co-sponsored by St. James’s, Richmond; 5:30-8 p.m. A
program to bring together Jewish, Christian and Muslim
women for fellowship and insight. Call 804-358-6757.

Fresh Start meeting; Trinity, Fredericksburg.
Contact Lindsay Ryland, lryland@thediocese.net,
800-DIOCESE x13.
Committee on Priesthood/COM Postulancy Interviews;
Roslyn Conference Center. Contact the Rev. Canon
Susan Goff, sgoff@thediocese.net, 800-DIOCESE x11.

13

Integrity Circle; St. Paul’s Memorial, Charlottesville;
7 p.m. Meeting of the local chapter of Integrity, an
organization of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
Episcopalians.

14

9th Annual St. Peter’s, New Kent Golf Tournament;
Brookwoods Golf Club; 1 p.m. Contact May O’Leary,
mayova1@aol.com or 804-909-3535.

14-16

Diocesan Discernment Retreat; Richmond Hill;
Contact Cathy Gowen, cgowen@thediocese.net,
800-DIOCESE x15.

15

Stewardship of Creation Committee Meeting;
St. Stephen’s, Culpeper; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Questions?
Contact Rocco Tricarico, norneck@hughes.net.
Introduction to Contemplative Prayer; Olivet,
Alexandria; 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Explore God’s invitation
to slow down with facilitators from Oasis Ministries
for Spiritual Development. Contact Betsy Keller
betsykeller@oasismin.org or 717-737-8222.
Nathan Dungan Workshops; Money Sanity for
Families; Christ Church, Glen Allen; 9 a.m. Register
with Josie Sicheri, j.sicheri@christchurchrichmond.com
or 804-364-0394.
Ordination to the Priesthood; St. Andrew’s, Arlington;
10:30 a.m.

19

Planned Giving Workshop; St. Mary’s, Whitechapel;
4-6 p.m. Free workshop with Frances Caldwell, diocesan
director of Development & Stewardship. Register with
Frances, fcaldwell@thediocese.net or 800-DIOCESE x35.

20

Celebration of Longevity; Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury; 1-3 p.m. Sponsored by the Diocesan
Committee on Aging. Register with Anna Moncure,
amoncure@thediocese.net or 800-DIOCESE x25.

27

Standing Committee Meeting; St. George’s,
Fredericksburg; 10 a.m.

31

Diocesan Offices Closed for Memorial Day.
Annual Opening of Trinity, Beaverdam; 4 p.m.

June
2

Meeting of the Church Schools Trustees; St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes School; 10 a.m.
Region II Choral Evensong; Grace, Kilmarnock;
6:30 p.m. Followed by picnic dinner with Bishop
Johnston; all are welcome.

5

Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate;
Christ Church, Charlottesville; 10:30 a.m.

10

Fresh Start Meeting; Trinity, Fredericksburg.
Contact Lindsay Ryland (lryland@thediocese.net,
800-DIOCESE x13).

12

Planned Giving Workshop; Grace, The Plains; 2-4 p.m.
Free workshop with Frances Caldwell, diocesan director
of Development & Stewardship. Register with Frances
fcaldwell@thediocese.net or 800-DIOCESE x35.

20-26

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd; St. Stephen’s,
Richmond. Training for Level I and Level II catechists; led
by nationally recognized trainer Anna Hurdle; Contact
Abigail Whorley or Gene LeCouteur at 804-288-2867.

24

Executive Board Meeting; Aquia, Stafford; 10 a.m.
Standing Committee Meeting; St. George’s,
Fredericksburg; 10 a.m.

25

Priesthood Postulancy Formation Retreat;
Roslyn Conference Center.
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Bishops’ Visitations
Bishop Johnston

May 2
a.m.
St. John’s, Richmond
May 9
a.m.
Aquia, Stafford
May 16
a.m.
St. Thomas’, Richmond
May 23
a.m.
Our Saviour, Charlottesville
May 30
a.m.
Trinity, Washington
p.m.
St. Andrew’s, Ada

Bishop Jones

May 2
a.m.	Grace & Holy Trinity,
Richmond
May 9
a.m.	St. Peter’s Church-in-theWoods, Fairfax Station
May 16
a.m.
St. Stephen’s, Richmond
May 23
a.m.
St. James’s, Richmond
May 30
a.m.
Abingdon, White Marsh

June 6
a.m.
Christ Church, Luray
p.m.
St. George’s, Stanley

June 6
a.m.
St. Margaret’s, Woodbridge
p.m.
St. Patrick’s, Falls Church

June 27
a.m.
St. Paul’s, Hanover
p.m.
St. Martin’s, Doswell

June 13
a.m.
Good Shepherd, Bluemont
p.m.
St. Peter’s, Purcelville

Clergy Changes
t The Rev. B. Cass Bailey, rector
of St. Christopher’s Church
in Kailua, Hawaii, has been
called as the vicar of Trinity,
Charlottesville. He will begin his
ministry there in June.
t The Rev. Jane Wallace Barr
is serving as interim rector at St.
James’, Woodstock, Vt. She began
her ministry there in February.
t The Rev. Stephan P. Beatty,
vicar of Church of Our Saviour,
Montpelier since 2007, has
resigned his position as of July 31.
t The Rev. Peter Gustin has
resigned as vicar of Christ
Church, Lucketts as of April 11.
He has served as vicar since 2003.
t The Rev. W. Pegram Johnson
III retired on February 14 from his
position at St. Asaph’s, Bowling
Green. He had served as priest-incharge there since 2002.
t The Rev. Caroline Smith
Parkinson has announced her

t Norvell Jones, wife of the late Rev.
Albert N. Jones, died on March 9,

Bishop Creighton

May 2
a.m.
St. Andrew’s, Burke
June 13
a.m.
St. Alban’s, Annandale

Bishop Montgomery

May 2
a.m.
St. George’s, Fredericksburg
May 16
a.m.
Holy Comforter, Vienna

Bishop Ihloff

May 2
a.m.
St. Luke’s, Alexandria
May 23
a.m.
St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach
p.m.
St. John’s, Tappahannock
June 13
a.m.
Cople Parish, Hague
p.m.
St. James’, Montross

retirement as rector of Grace
Church, The Plains, as of May 30.
She has served at Grace Church
since 1997.

Bishop Dixon

t The Rev. David W. Perkins has
accepted a call as interim rector
at St. John’s in Versailles in the
Diocese of Lexington, Ky. He has
served as founding vicar of All
Souls’, Atlee, in Mechanicsville
since 2002.

May 2
a.m.
Calvary, Front Royal

t The Rev. Mary Brennan
Thorpe has been appointed
priest-in-charge of Church of the
Epiphany, Richmond as of May 1.
She had served as interim vicar of
St. Gabriel’s, Leesburg since 2009.
t The Rev. Shearon S. Williams
is serving as interim vicar at St.
Gabriel’s, Leesburg. She began
her ministry there on April 5.
t The Rev. Barbara C. “Bambi”
Willis is serving as interim rector
of St. Asaph’s, Bowling Green. She
began her ministry there in March.

Deaths
t Cecelia Holmes Barton, wife of
the Rev. George Lloyd Barton III,
a retired priest of the Diocese of
Virginia, died on Monday, March
22. Mr. Barton served at Emmanuel,
Rapidan and St. Thomas’, Orange
in the Diocese of Virginia. He also
served in the Dioceses of Southern
and Southwestern Virginia.

Visiting Bishops

2010. Mr. Jones was rector of Pohick
Church, Lorton in the 1970s.
t Katherine “Kitty” Bates Olton,
widow of the Rev. Robert Olton, died
on February 18 in Charlottesville.
Mrs. Olton is predeceased by her
husband, Abbot Prince Street, who
passed away in 1958. She and Robert
Olton married in 1969. Mr. Olton was
rector of All Saints’, Richmond from
1946-1965. He passed away in 2006.

May 16
a.m.
Grace, The Plains

Bishop Townsend

May 16
a.m.
Trinity, Upperville
May 23
a.m.
Grace, Berryville
t Charlotte H. Scott, widow of the
late Rev. Nathan A. Scott Jr., died
on March 11, 2010 at WestminsterCanterbury in Charlottesville.
Mrs. Scott was Professor Emerita
of Commerce & Education at the
University of Virginia, and the first
African-American woman to be
appointed a vice president of the
Federal Reserve Bank in Chicago. Mr.
Scott was Commonwealth Professor
of Religious Studies and English at
the University of Virginia from 19761981, and William R. Kenan Professor
of Religious Studies from 1981-1990.
He died in December 2006.
t The Rev. Sydney Chaille Swann Jr.,
a priest of the Diocese of Virginia,
died on February 16 in Williamsburg.
Mr. Swann was a graduate of the
University of Richmond and Virginia
Theological Seminary, where he
was also a trustee from 1959-1972.
He served as a naval chaplain in
the Pacific during World War II. Mr.
Swann’s ministry included serving
at St. Paul’s, Hanover; Immanuel
Old Church, Mechanicsville; St.
Paul’s, Petersburg; Church of the
Good Shepherd, Norfolk; St. Mary’s,
Whitechapel; and Trinity, Lancaster.
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La carTa del obispo

La vida en un hogar

E

En estos momentos, la empresa de mudanzas está
empacando todas las pertenencias de la casa donde
Ellen y yo hemos estado viviendo desde que llegamos
a la Diócesis. Ustedes saben los que significa una
mudanza, así que les ahorraré algunos detalles. Basta
decir que existe un largo proceso para empacar, cargar,
descargar, desempacar y poner las cosas en su lugar.
Con suerte, casi todo saldrá bien, pero dudo que se
pueda esperar que absolutamente todo resulte perfecto.
Ahora nos estamos mudando a la residencia episcopal
en Roslyn. Originalmente la casa fue construida para
el Obispo Gibson en 1958 (que coincide con el año de
mi nacimiento) y es propiedad de los Fideicomisarios
de Roslyn quienes la ofrecen al obispo como un signo
y una afirmación de los entrañables lazos que existen
entre Roslyn y la Diócesis de Virginia. A pesar de
todo lo que hemos disfrutado de nuestra casa, estamos
muy entusiasmados por el cambio. Ellen y yo vamos
a disfrutar transformando esta casa en nuestro propio
hogar. Naturalmente, hay mucho que debe hacer con
mucho cuidado para que esto suceda. Esperamos
dedicar muchos años a este proceso.
Mañana viajaré a la reunión de primavera de la
Cámara de Obispos. Al pensar sobre el tema de la
mudanza me ha hecho pensar sobre todo lo que ha
acontecido sobre otra clase de mudanza: comenzar a
formar parte de la Cámara de Obispos. Es interesante
considerar que hay mucho en común entre la mudanza
a una nueva casa y hacerla que luzca bien como su
propio hogar y asumir su lugar en la Cámara y ocupar el
lugar correspondiente en su vida. Tal como la mudanza
de una residencia, se necesita mucho cuidado para
encontrar comodidad y naturalmente, puede llevar un
poco de tiempo hasta que uno se siente cómodo.
Dos eventos durante esta reunión de Obispos me
ayudarán a completar plenamente mi “mudanza” a
la Cámara. Primero, será mi primera reunión donde
estaré presente como obispo de la Diócesis de Virginia.
Aunque yo he sido el obispo coadjutor que ha servido
más tiempo desde que la Convención General de 2000
impuso un límite de tres años a este cargo, mi lugar en
la Cámara ha sido, sin embargo, de transición. Espero
que me comprendan si les digo que estaré ocupando
mi cargo en la Cámara en forma más tranquila y
definida. La plena autoridad de ministerio de obispo
diocesano ha recaído sobre mí y es lo que compartiré
con mis hermanas y hermanos obispos por primera
vez. Tanto el 1 de octubre cuando oficialmente asumí
como obispo diocesano y durante mi investidura

durante la reunión del Consejo
en enero pasado, recibí muchos
mensajes, correos electrónicos
y llamadas telefónicas de mis
colegas obispos. Algunos de ellos
mencionaron que iban a celebrar
mi nueva situación durante la
reunión de primavera y por lo
tanto, estaré muy agradecido
cuando suceda.
El otro evento es que es
mi última reunión de la Cámara de Obispos donde
participaré del programa residencial “Vivir nuestro
Votos” organizado por el Colegio de Obispos (lo que
algunos llaman irónicamente “Kinder para obispos”).
El programa concluirá para mi grupo durante nuestra
reunión de mayo. El programa es como una etapa
que se debe cumplir en la Cámara, pero no debe
menospreciarse es que realmente es un programa muy
bueno, con un contenido importante para el oficio de
obispo y una formación más profunda. También es uno
de los factores importantes para establecer y consolidar
las relaciones entre los obispos de la Cámara. Yo estoy
más que agradecido por el programa y extrañaré
nuestras reuniones.
Ahora que me estoy preparando para asistir a esta
reunión de la Cámara de Obispos, son muy consciente
que necesito estar conectado a este cuerpo de la misma
forma en que el clero y sus congregaciones necesitan
conocer y ser formados por sus propias conexiones
con la diócesis. El Obispo Jones y yo no ejercemos
el ministerio episcopal en forma independiente; por
definición el ministerio episcopal es un ministerio
corporativo y no es completo cuando no mira más
allá de sus propios límites. Ruego que ustedes
también encuentren, de la forma en que sea posible,
formas concretas de relación con la Diócesis de
Virginia y compartan las mismas verdades con su
vida congregacional. Todos juntos también estamos
construyendo “un templo viviente” que es la Diócesis
de Virginia. Recuerden que este hogar diocesano no se
encuentra solamente en el 110 West Franklin Street de
Richmond. Juntos habitamos una casa con un techo que
cubre 38 condados de Virginia. t

- Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Mansella
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The Grateful Dead

A Baby Boomer Considers Planned Giving

S

Stewardship defines us - what we
do with all we have all the time.
Stewardship determines how we’ll
be remembered – did we gratefully
give of our time, our wealth, our
wisdom? Did we respond to life
with gratitude, joy and abundance?
When we die, did we leave parting
instructions which will make it
infinitely clear to our loved ones
that God was at the center of our
lives, nurturing and blessing us
every step of the way? Planning for
an end of life gift to your Diocese
and your church is important for
many reasons.
It’s Our Legacy to Leave
TV news commentator Chris
Mathews says that when we
baby boomers finally move into
retirement homes, at least there
will be some good music echoing
down the halls. I guess he’s
right. We’ll probably go out as a
generation the way we came in:
making lots of noise and thinking
we know it all.
I’m a card-carrying boomer. I
was born in Richmond in 1951. My
father, a World War II Navy veteran
and a reservist, had been called to
active duty and was on an aircraft
carrier off Korea. My mother, sister
and I lived with my grandparents
in the Fan neighborhood of

Richmond until the war was over,
when the four of us followed
everyone else, it seemed, to the
suburbs. The music of the 50s,
60s and 70s tells our journey as a
generation: rock and roll, beach
music, soul, protest music (lots of
protest music) and all of the songs
my children now call “oldies.” We
took those tunes to campuses, work
places, churches and, eventually,
to the nursery, as our children
learned the same Beatles songs we
sang. Today, I’ve come full circle. I
am raising my family a block from
our church, just two blocks from
where I started life.
That’s the thing about the life’s
journey we have taken as boomers.
It may seem like all the turns, stops
and detours were random—your
own choices, your own set backs
and achievements—until you
realize there was a plan all along.
You were guided. You were led.
You were protected. And you
were a beneficiary, both of God’s
grace, and of the remarkable
post-war society our parents and
grandparents built.
And that’s how we need to
approach the issue of making a
gift back to the church in our wills
or other estate plans, in gratitude
for all we’ve been given, and for
all the help we’ve had along the

way. Designating my church as
the beneficiary of a part of our life
insurance through a trust does two
things. It assures that the church is
here to serve our own children on
their journey. And it demonstrates
that we are, at last, part of the
grateful dead. t
Charlie Nance, St. James’s, Richmond
For more information about making
an end of life gift to your Diocese
or your church, contact Frances
Caldwell at fcaldwell@thediocese.net.

ICRIBINKI
I Can’t Remember
It Because I Never Knew It
Fun Facts and Relevant Information
About Life in the Diocese
The Diocese is home to six nonEnglish-speaking congregations,
in addition to several parishes that
offer services in other languages.
Bishop Johnston is of the firm
conviction that Led Zepplin may be
the greatest rock band ever.

Who We Are
In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 73 million Anglicans in 38
member provinces.
The Archbishop of Canterbury
The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan Williams
In the United States
A community of 2.2 million members in 110 dioceses
in the Americas and abroad. Organized 1789.
The Presiding Bishop
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
Episcopal Seat: The Washington National Cathedral
In the Diocese of Virginia
A community of more than 80,000 baptized members
and 424 clergy in 38 counties of central, northern and
northwestern Virginia, serving the world through 181
congregations, six schools, two diocesan centers and
six diocesan homes, and home to the largest Anglican
seminary in the world. Organized 1785.
The Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood Johnston
The Bishop Suffragan
The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones
The Mayo Memorial Church House:
110 W. Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23220-5095
804-643-8451, 800-DIOCESE, FAX 804-644-6928.
Episcopal Seat:
The Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration,
Orkney Springs

How to Reach the Diocesan Staff
Call 800-DIOCESE (346-2373) or 804-643-8451.
Paris Ball, Director of Christian Formation
pball@thediocese.net
Buck Blanchard, Director of Mission and Outreach
bblanchard@thediocese.net
Mary Anne Bryant, Administrative Assistant, World Mission
mabryant@thediocese.net
Henry Burt, Secretary of the Diocese, Chief of Staff
hburt@thediocese.net
Joy Buzzard, Financial Administrator
jbuzzard@thediocese.net
Frances Caldwell, Director of Development and Stewardship
fcaldwell@thediocese.net
Emily Cherry, Communications Officer
echerry@thediocese.net
Laura Cramer, Benefits Administrator
lcarmer@thediocese.net
Matt Farr, Administrative Assistant, Development and Stewardship
mfarr@thediocese.net
Tyler Fox, Administrative Assistant to Bishop Jones
tfox@thediocese.net
The Rev. Canon Susan Goff, Canon to the Ordinary
sgoff@thediocese.net
Cathy Gowen, Administrative Assistant to Canon to the Ordinary
cgowen@thediocese.net
Allen Jamerson, Bishop’s Clerk
clerk@thediocese.net
Kathlyn Jones, Administrative Assistant, Office of Christian Formation kjones@thediocese.net
Wilbert “Skeet” Jones, Sexton 		
Michael J. Kerr, Treasurer
mkerr@thediocese.net
Mildred Lofton, Bookkeeper
mlofton@thediocese.net
Anna Moncure, Administrative Assistant to the Secretary
amoncure@thediocese.net
Lindsay Ryland, Transition Ministry Officer
lryland@thediocese.net
Karen Smith, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
ksmith@thediocese.net
Michael Wade, Assistant to the Director of Christian Formation
mwade@thediocese.net
Amy Williams, Administrative Assistant to Bishop Johnston
awilliams@thediocese.net
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Bringing God Outside of Church
A new program for youth in Richmond
By Emily Cherry

S

Students looking for respite and
refuge amid the hectic pace of
everyday life can now find it at St.
Catherine’s School in Richmond
thanks to Oasis, a program that
brings seventh- and eighth-graders
together on a weekly basis for lunch,
fellowship, prayer and
spiritual discussion.
“One of the
challenges of youth
ministry is to remind
our kids that our
spiritual life with God does not
end at the church doors,” wrote
Chris Edwards, director of youth
and young adult ministries for
St. James’s, Richmond, in a recent
parish newsletter. The Rev. Anne
West, chaplain at the all-girls’, K-12
school, agrees that “any opportunity
we can give the girls, any teenager
at that age, for community where
they get to explore their spirituality”
is hugely beneficial.

Mr. Edwards joined with
Whitney Bender of St. Stephen’s,
Richmond and Bryan Appel of St.
Paul’s, Richmond to spearhead
the effort. The youth leaders
bring lunch and lead the group in
discussion. Since its inception, St.
Mary’s, Goochland
has joined and other
area churches have
expressed interest.
“We wanted to find
a way to be more
present to our youth beyond the
limits of Sunday ministry,” wrote
Mr. Edwards. “We wanted to be
available to them during the week,
to meet them where they are most
of the time.”
Why Oasis? “We know how
busy these teenagers are,” said Ms.
West. “We wanted it to be a respite
in their day, not another thing they
had to do.”
“If we take every opportunity

Church
School
SpoTlighT

that we can to help these teenagers
make God personal for them, then
they’re going to see the shift from
‘I go to church and I’m part of
my faith community because my
parents make me’ to ‘I go because I
want to go, because I have my own
place, my own faith,’” she added.
The success is in the numbers.
What started as a small group has
grown to a weekly gathering of
almost 70 students. Future plans
include investigating the possibility
of extending the program to other
age groups. And it’s a model that
could be applied to other church
schools, says Ms. West. “That
potential is there in lots of different
dynamics,” she said. “It does
require somebody to have the vision
and leadership to keep working at
it…. I just want these kids to find
their own faith and claim it.” t

A Day of Service
for Youth

M

Photo: Paris Ball

Members of the Parish Youth
Ministries committee led other
youth from across the Diocese in
the first-ever Diocesan Youth Day
of Service at St. Christopher’s,
Springfield on March 13. Seventy
people gathered to learn how to
“do” mission in our everyday lives
and to participate in a service
project, packing caregiver kits for
those who take care of people with
HIV/AIDS in Africa. t

904 Princess Anne Street • Suite 204-A • Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401
Tel: 540/368-2535 • Fax: 540/368-2536 • Email: astuart@verizon.net

Planning a meeting or conference?

Let our experienced and dedicated team help your business
•
•
•
•

Research and locate the perfect hotel/destination
Negotiate contracts & lower guest room rates
Arrange meeting space & plan menus
Save you time and money

Please call to see how we can help you with your next conference
or trip.
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For All the Saints: St. Athanasius
By Matt Farr

T

To paraphrase Benjamin Franklin,
only two things are certain: death
and taxes. We all know that there
is a third certainty in life, and
that certainty is the occasional
boring sermon. We have all found
ourselves sitting in pews with our
eyes and thoughts wandering from
time to time. One of the pluses of
being Episcopalian is having a book
replete with beautiful language and
imagery glorifying our God right in
front of us during those moments—
the Book of Common Prayer!
Flip through the BCP the next
time your attention begins to wane.
Towards the back, on pages 864-65,
you will find the Creed of Saint
Athanasius. We may be thankful
that the Nicene and Apostles’
Creeds are a bit shorter than this
one. If you read through this creed,
you will be undoubtedly struck by
the tireless emphasis of the singular
unity of the Trinity. This should
come as no surprise, however, if you
know a bit of St. Athanasius’ story.

Born around 295 in Alexandria,
he quickly climbed through the
ranks of the Church thanks to
his exceptional education and
intellect. Athanasius served as the
personal secretary to the bishop of
Alexandria and accompanied him
to Nicaea for the famous council
that met there in 325. Athanasius
was in the thick of the debate
revolving around the heretical
teachings of Arius, a rogue priest
who taught that Jesus Christ was
a created being of the God the
Father and therefore denied the
Son’s full participation in both
God and humankind. Athanasius
championed the cause of the
united Trinity and helped define
the relationship between God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
His staunch belief in Nicene
Christology led him into many
conflicts. As the Roman Empire
began to fracture and various
emperors, some of them pagan
reactionaries, forced him into exile

after exile, Athanasius earned a
reputation as the champion of
orthodoxy. His principled resistance
to those who opposed his teaching
won him many followers among the
people of Egypt, and at the end of his
final exile, he returned once more to
Alexandria, where he lived the rest
of his life and episcopate in peace.
Athanasius lived out his
ministry at a crucial point in the
life of the Church. He saw the
importance of an undivided, equal
Trinity, with the incarnation central
to his and our understanding of
what it really means for God to be
in humankind and humankind
to be in God. We remember
Athanasius as a theologian and
defender of the faith of the Church,
as one who risked everything to
bring all generations of Christians
into the wonderful knowledge of
the incarnation and the Trinity. t
Sources: Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006
as well as Butler’s Lives of the Saints

18

Shrine MonT

What You Never Knew About Summer Camp
By Emily Cherry
You’ve probably heard about the
diocesan camps at Shrine Mont
where, since the early 1960s,
campers from Virginia and beyond
have flocked for a summer of fun,
fellowship and spiritual growth.
Each year, Shrine Mont welcomes
over 650 campers to Orkney
Springs, Va. But maybe you haven’t
heard the whole story.
“There is literally something
for everyone at Shrine Mont,” said
Paris Ball, director of Camps and
Christian Formation for the Diocese.
“You don’t have to be an artist to
go to Art Camp or an athlete to go
to Sports Camp. All of our camps
offer a mixture of fun, friendship,
outdoor time and opportunities for
spiritual development.”
Read on to learn more about the
offerings at Shrine Mont Camps.
Space is Still Available
Many camp sessions still have
space available, so it’s not too late
to sign up! Contact Kathlyn Jones
at the Diocese for registration
information (kjones@thediocese.net
or 800-DIOCESE x31).
The Whole Family Can Go
To Camp
All ages are welcome at Family
Conference, which offers a week’s
worth of age-appropriate programs
and intergenerational activities.
Families and singles alike are invited
for a time of rest, renewal and fun.
This year, keynote speaker the Rev.
Dr. Stephen Edmondson, rector of St.
Thomas’, McLean, will join attendees
under the theme of Celtic Spirituality.
The 2010 Family Conference will take
place July 11-17.

Shrine Mont Offers Eight
Different Camp Experiences
• St. George’s offers the classic
summer camp experience.
• Explorers’ focuses on the great
outdoors, while Explorers’ the
Great takes it up a notch.
• St. Sebastian’s helps campers
build fundamental sports skills in
a wide variety of sports.
• Art Camp lets campers express
themselves through different
mediums.
• St. Elizabeth’s is a camp
for individuals with mild to
moderate disabilities.
• St. Andrew’s welcomes children
who thrive in an environment
with high levels of structure and
personal attention.
• T he Senior High Youth
Conference is a chance for high
school youth to give back to the
community.
Want to learn more? Contact Paris
Ball (pball@thediocese.net or 800DIOCESE x24) or visit www.camps.
thediocese.net. t

Photos: Courtesy Shrine Mont Camps
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Roslyn
A Dedication

Photo: Rick Kidd

In 2008, Roslyn Conference &
Retreat Center embarked on a
campaign to construct a chapel on
the Roslyn grounds. Built in honor
of the Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee’s
25-year episcopate, the Bishop’s
Chapel at Roslyn would serve as
a center for worship and a symbol
of evangelism and outreach in the
heart of the Diocese of Virginia.
On Tuesday, June 1 at 4 p.m.,
the Diocese will gather at Roslyn
to celebrate the dedication of the
Bishop’s Chapel. All are welcome
to attend. t

Mark Your Calendars!
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Gearing Up for Mission
By Buck Blanchard

S

Summer marks the start of the high
season for church mission trips.
Thanks to the scores of mission
trips that diocesan churches plan
every year, we’ve noticed some
common threads and themes that
tend to emerge. Here are our top
10 tips to remember before you
strike out across town or around
the world.

1

2

3

4

5

Meet Before You Go
It’s amazing how many groups
will take a mission trip and have
few, if any, meetings before they
go. Instead, take the time to get to
know one another, agree on goals
and attitudes, make sure that you’re
organized and be certain you’ve
worked through any personality
difficulties before you go.
Training
You may have been on a dozen
mission trips, but for others it may
be their first time. Incorporate into
your meetings some training for the
group. Review the culture of where
you are going. Discuss the theology
of mission. Keep it substantive
but simple. The diocesan Office of
Mission and Outreach has a training
DVD with lots of good material.
Learn Some Local Language
Nothing shows your
willingness to fit in with your hosts
like knowing some local language.
So get someone to teach you before
you travel. Don’t think you can
find a Swahili tutor? Guess again.
They’re out there. You can also
find some good language training
options online. Make it a priority.

6

7

Gifts
Bring gifts for your hosts that
speak about you and your church.
Maybe coffee mugs with your
church logo. Or baseball hats. Or
something that says Virginia (or
even the Diocese of Virginia!). Or
have folks in the congregation
make something.
Involve Your Whole Congregation
Remember that the group
taking the mission trip is there to
represent your church community.
It’s not just the few people on the
trip – it’s everyone, except that a
lot of them won’t physically travel.
Get the rest of the congregation
involved. Have the youth make

crafted
itineraries will
undoubtedly fall
apart. That’s OK. Try to
make the inevitable glitches part
of the adventure. As one Virginia
group recently noted: “Maybe we
should just chill.” Good point.

gifts.
Add the
hosts to your
prayer list. Have
the clergy send a letter or
picture. Get the altar guild to send
along something that ties your
worship with that of the hosts.

8

Involve the Youth and
Young Adults
Most mission trips consist of
travelers that are over 40 years old.
That’s fine, but remember that lots
of energy and great ideas can come
from young folks, even if they are
not traveling on the trip. Work to
get them involved in the mission
ministry. And accept their ideas,
even if they seem a bit bizarre. Wasn’t
there a time when you were young
enough to have funky ideas, too?

9

Have One Leader
Every trip needs someone
who will be in charge. Make
10
sure that everyone knows (and
agrees) on that person. It doesn’t
have to be clergy. In fact, it often
works better if it’s a lay person.
One denomination insists that the
trip leader go to all of the other
participants and say: “I am the
leader and you are not.” That might
be a bit much, but you get the point.
Pack Patience and a Sense
of Humor
This sounds simple, but it’s
tough sometimes. Every trip will go
better if the participants constantly
remember to keep their senses of
humor. What you know for sure is
that things will not go as planned,
everything will take much longer
than anticipated and carefully

Go To Be, Not To Do
Your mission trip should be
about people, not a project. Work on
developing your relationships with
the folks you are visiting. Get to
know them as human beings. Ask
them about their kids, their work,
their faith. Put down your hammer
and share a cup of coffee. The
idea is to have two very different
communities get to know one
another and share a realization of
their oneness in Christ. Doing your
project is a means to that end, not
the end in itself.
Remember That God Is With You
No matter what, your trip is
about your faith. And God is with
you on that journey. Take the time
to thank Him for the blessing of
being able to take the trip in the
first place. Pray. And don’t get
overly concerned about whether
it’s all going to be OK. It is. God is
there. Always.
Buck Blanchard is the director of
the diocesan Office of Mission &
Outreach. Contact Buck’s office for
assistance in planning your next
mission trip. 800-DIOCESE x17. t

News of The diocese
reinvigorated the teaching of a
basketry and weaving program;
supplied a new school truck and
motorbike; built new bathroom
facilities; drilled a borehole; and
cleared all debts.
One of the challenges that
primary school students face in
Tanzania is that, while primary
education is free, secondary school
is not. To help resolve this dilemma
for Buigiri students, the project
committee signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Tanzanian
government’s Ministry of Education
to enable the blind and visually
impaired pupils who graduate
from Buigiri to attend the Diocesan
Mvumi Secondary School where a
special blind unit has been built with
funding from the U.K. In January
2009, the first blind pupils from
Buigiri enrolled at Mvumi.
The next step for the Buigiri
School for the Blind Project is to
build up an endowment fund, with

sustainability being a key goal.
Administered by the Church Mission
Society in Oxford, England, the
current trust fund stands at $250,000
thanks to donations from individuals
and corporations; the goal is to grow
the fund to $700,000, Mr. Atkins said.
Led by head teacher, Sylivanus
Hosea, “the school is now seen
as the center of excellence within
Tanzania for teaching methods and
standards for blind students,” said
Mr. Atkins. “When we have built up
the endowment fund, the future of
the school will be secure.”
In the Diocese of Central
Tanganyika, “Our theology is
holistic,” explained Bishop Mhogolo.
“We go wherever God’s presence is.”
The Buigiri School is one of
those places, and Central Tanganyika
has established 30 other business
and services to support the 550,000
Anglicans in the diocese. t

Short or Long Term Beach House Rental– Oak
Island, North Carolina. Perfect for snowbirds.
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, fully furnished and
equipped. Rent by the week or month. Deposit
required. No student group rentals. Prices drop
for long term rental. Call 434-971-3606.

Complimentary consultation. Near Carytown.
804-355-0414, jksims@comcast.net.

SAT & PSAT Prep Classes– gather 10 students
and hold a Hunt Course at your church, www.
huntprograms.com, toll free 866-425-7656,
The Hunt Course, preparing Virginia students
since 1976, mention the Virginia Episcopalian
and receive a $50.00 tuition discount, Owned
an operated by Episcopalians.

Piano Lessons– Juilliard trained instructor
specializes in teaching beginning students, both
children and adults. Old Town Alexandria, Virginia
703-519-3987.

Beach House for Rent– North End Va.
Beach– Oceanside of 74th. Two bedroom
(queen + single and 2 singles), living room and
dining room combination, screen porch,
covered patio, 1 bath, + outdoor shower.
Additionally, a double sleep sofa. Fireplace,
gas heat/central air, washer/dryer, charcoal
grill, new this year-Internet access if you have
the computer. Weekly/Monthly rental –
Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall. Call B.D. Wood
804-282-7032.

ENS continued from page 10 /

was on the brink of closing after
losing donor support in 1996.
Facing closure, the Buigiri
School for the Blind Project was
formed. Chaired by the Dodoma
regional commissioner who is the
top government representative in
Dodoma, the project committee
also includes a retired Tanzanian
ambassador, the diocesan general
secretary, the regional education
officer and the school’s head teacher.
The project was established in 2001
with two main goals: to completely
re-equip and rehabilitate the school,
and to set up an endowment fund.
To date, the project has
purchased 55 new Braille machines,
plus supplies of Braille paper and
a Braille duplicating machine;
rehabilitated most of the building
facilities and rewired the school
campus; established a medical
fund for the students and a modest
monthly budget for the school;

Classifieds

Virginia Maid Cleaning Services– Residential
commercial cleaning. Weekly, bi-weekly
cleaning reasonable rates. Richmond area.
Gardner G. Phillips 804-350-5733.
Bed and Breakfast– In rural Albemarle County
between Charlottesville and Shenandoah
National Park; minutes from UVA, Monticello,
and Skyline Drive. Affordable rates. Hosts:
David and Ginny Wayland, retired Episcopal
priest. Wayland Orchard B&B, Crozet, Virginia
(434) 823-7323.
Vacation or Short Term– Mountain Chalet just
a mile from Shrine Mont for rent. Beautiful
inside. Awesome view/Jacuzzi. Great room
with fireplace for small group or planning
retreats. 703-864-2535.
Home Movies and Still Photos on DVD– Those
old memories are stored in your closets and
you haven’t seen them for decades. Transfer
them to DVD before they are gone forever!
8mm/Super8/16mm movie film; VHS/8mm
video; slides and prints to DVD or VHS.
IMAGES Past & Present 571-243-8371 or
rmorris21942@yahoo.com.

Dering’s Cleaning Service, LLC– Solo LLC,
residential cleaning, Richmond area. Licensed,
Bonded and Insured. 804-239-5865.

Hilton Head Oceanfront– Extraordinary
townhome on Seapines Goldcoast, sleeps 6-9,
four full baths, msnwb@yahoo.com; 804-8241148.
Would you like information on Shenandoah Valley
Real Estate? We specialize in the area around
Shrine Mont, and the Larger Shenandoah Valley,
and can help you find your investment, vacation,
2nd home or relocation or retirement home.
Experience a better lifestyle. If you love Shrine
Mont, you will love the Valley! Call Aspen
Properties at Metro number 703-864-2535.
Escape to the beautiful Shenandoah Valley!
Reasonably priced vacation and retirement
homes, condominiums and building lots near
Shrine Mont and Bryce Resort. Two hours from
the DC metro area. Skiing, golf, fishing and hiking,
we have it all! Contact Kemp Miller, Coldwell
Banker Four Seasons Realty, 540-856-8492 or
kmiller@shentel.net.
New life for treasured records and tapes! Audio
Restoration by Sound Advice digitally removes
unwanted noises, enhances the sound and
transfers your priceless records and tapes to CD.
We also transfer color slides and prints to CD or
DVD. For information phone 540-856-8492 or
kmiller@shentel.net.

Bagpipe Music for Special Occasions. Make
your next event memorable with the sounds of
the Scottish Highlands. Performance.
Instruction. Composition. Contact Marsha Bell
at 703-998-2903 or visit www.marshabell.com
or marsha.bell1@verizon.net

Bed and Breakfast– Three miles from Monticello,
Ash Lawn, 10 minutes from Historic Downtown
Charlottesville, University of Virginia, Stadium
and surrounding wineries. Thirty minutes from
Montpelier. Gourmet Breakfast. Call or email for
low rates. 434-296-6134 Wogonjm@netZero.net.

Piano Lessons for Adults/Seniors in Richmond.
Also teenagers. Beginners to advanced. Build
solid classical foundation, develop artistic
expression, ergonomic technique. Play music
you enjoy, with pianist/composer Jamie K.
Sims. 25 years experience – mostly in NYC.

Vacation Rental– Bayse, Virginia February 7-14,
2010, 4 bedroom 4 bath $1,000/week or 2 bedroom
2 bath $600/week. Plus Living Room w/Sleep
Sofa, Kitchen, Jacuzzi, Fireplace, Washer/Dryer,
Catv, etc. Skiing Bryce Mountain. 703-931-5824.

Music for Church Choir– “Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis” by Carol Warner for SATB a cappella.
Contact Beatin’ Path Publications, LLC, for our
church music catalog for children’s church,
choir, and organ at www.beatinpathpublications.
com, beatinpath@mac.com or 540-478-4833.
Nags Head Oceanfront– 4BR, 3 Baths,
beautiful view with easy walk to beach. Wood
for fireplace and towels provided. Weekend or
weekly rental. 804-798-6671;
ronaldwhopkins@hotmail.com
High End, Top Floor 4-BR Luxury Condo at
Wintergreen Resort– Main level study, 3.5
bath, wrap around decks and glorious views of
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Shuttle bus service
to the ski slopes, elevator access, private
parking and recent exterior updates. Easy to
show any day of the week. To preview, please
contact www.beckytempleman.com/active
inventory 1951 High Ridge Place or call Becky
Templeman, Virginia Real Estate Partners LLC/
Resort Sales Team 434-760-2888
Organist Position Available - Emmanuel
Episcopal Church (Harrisonburg, VA) is
seeking a person for the Church Organist
position. The position is 1/4 time for one
weekly Sunday morning service, a monthly
Sunday evening service, special services, and
weekly Wednesday choir rehearsals. Contact
Gretchen Welch, Music Director at 540-4346048 or gwwelch@comcast.net.
The Diocese of Virginia make no
representation or warranty, explicit or
implied, about the merchantability or
fitness for a particular purpose of any
service or good advertised in The Virginia
Episcopalian.
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Responding to Winter

Churches face challenges, help others in harsh weather
By Emily Cherry
Grace Church, Alexandria

Photo: Alison Campbell

St. Stephen’s, Heathsville

Many churches
have taken on this
challenge head-on
by using their parish
buildings, facilities
and resources to
sponsor hypothermia
shelters which provide
short-term refuge
during the cold
winter months. The
churches of Region IV
banded together to cosponsor hypothermia centers. St.
Christopher’s, Springfield and St.
Alban’s, Annandale were among the
churches who partnered with the
Fairfax Area Christian Emergency

/ Winter continued on page 23
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When the snow beats down,
the wind blows hard and the
temperatures drop below freezing,
churches are faced with a unique
set of challenges. That was certainly
the case for parishes across the
Diocese of Virginia when the
Commonwealth faced its harshest
winter in decades.
Churches had to decide how to
proceed with worship and whether
or not to change schedules. In
Heathsville, the “local radio station,
WRAR, announced long, long
lists of all the churches that were
closed because of snow and ice, and
announced ONE church that was
having Sunday services anyway: St.
Stephen’s Episcopal in Heathsville!”
said the Rev. Lucia Lloyd, rector of
St. Stephen’s.
At St. Mary’s, Arlington, when
the church was open, they had
to figure out how to make the
building accessible to parishioners.
That’s where the MacDaddy came
in to play. Donated by the Coyle
family over three years ago, the
massive, industrial snow blower
was finally put to good use during
Snowmageddon, receiving frequent
pats of affection from grateful
parishioners and earning the well
deserved nickname of MacDaddy.
On a larger scale, churches were
faced with determining how to
respond to those most affected by
the bad weather.

St. James the Less, Ashland
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Catherdral Shrine of the Transfiguration, Orkney Springs
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St. Michael’s, Arlington
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St. Mary’s, Whitechapel
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St. Alban’s, Annandale

Celebrating a Tradition
of Excellence, Creativity
and Individuality

S

teeped in the tradition of the Episcopal
Church,Goodwin House Alexandria and
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have provided
exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the
Northern Virginia area for more than 40 years.
Both Communities have:
� Spectacular views of the Washington, D.C.
and Northern Virginia skylines
� Updated kitchens with
full-size appliances
� On staff Chaplains
� Wellness Centers with indoor pools
� Formal and casual dining bistros
� The reassurance and value of our lifecare program
as well as Long-term Care Insurance options

Call or come see us today.

Goodwin House
Alexandria

4800 Fillmore Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311

and Transitional Services
group for a hypothermia
response ministry.
Christ Church, Winchester
is one of the churches to most
recently sponsor such a project
through the newly formed
Winchester Area Temporary
Thermal Shelter (WATTS).
WATTS is unique in that it’s
what’s referred to as a “shelter
of last resort.” Guests at these
shelters have nowhere else to
go. “We would not turn anyone
away, provided they abide by
the rules and regulations posted,”
explained Chris Ferguson, one of
the project’s organizers and a vestry
member at Christ Church.
The shelter became a project
that got the church and community
involved, too. “We had over 50
volunteers,” said Pat Kofalt, another
of the organizers. “As word got
out, we had family members and
friends of parishioners who didn’t
even belong to our church ask to
volunteer,” he added. “We thought
there would be some trepidation,
but it was just amazing how people
reached out.”
From January through March,
churches would take turns
sponsoring the shelter for a week.
Guests would arrive at 6 a.m. and
meet with a nurse to determine if
they had any health problems. They
received a warm meal, a place to
sleep and a hot breakfast before
leaving the next morning around 7
a.m. The shelters could host up to 28
guests at a time, thanks to portable
cots provided by WATTS.
Christ Church’s week to host
the shelter came at a good time.
The weekend prior, Winchester
was hit with two feet of snow. That
Wednesday, another blizzard swept
in. When the guests were snowed in
at the church that day, they decided
to get busy and get to work, washing
the windows in the building and
helping with other tasks.
Cooperation is the name of the
game when it comes to hypothermia
shelter projects. During Christ
Church’s week, a Methodist church
and Lutheran church also lent
a hand. The local WestminsterCanterbury took in all the laundry,
and a Christian motorcycle group
from Berryville traveled in every
week to provide a hot breakfast.
“I think the future is very
strong and very bright in terms of
the program continuing,” said
Mr. Ferguson. t

Goodwin House
Bailey’s Crossroads

3440 South Jefferson Street
Falls Church, VA 22041

703-824-1236
703-578-7201
www.goodwinhouse.org
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Christchurch School – Middlesex Co.
The Episcopal Schools Corporation,
www.christchurchschool.org – (804) 758-2306
created in 1920 by the people of the Diocese of
St. Catherine’s School – Richmond
Virginia, is one of the largest and most successful
www.st.catherines.org (804) 288-2804
organizations in the American Church. Church Schools
St. Christopher’s School – Richmond
in the Diocese of Virginia, Inc. owns and operates
www.stchristophers.com (804) 282-3185
schools on nine campuses in five cities and towns. Church
St. Margaret’s School – Tappahannock
Schools employs approximately 900 faculty, staff and
www.sms.org (804) 443-3357
administrators and serves almost 4,000 students. Please
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School – Alexandria
learn about our Episcopal schools, and help us find those
www.sssas.org (703) 751-2700
whom we might serve.
Stuart Hall School – Staunton
David Charlton, President of Church Schools
www.stuart-hall.org (540) 885-0356

PERIODICAL

110 West Franklin Street
Richmond, Virginia 23220-5095
Address Services Requested
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