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What is the Process for Electing Our 
Bishop Suffraganӓ 
From the Education Subcommittee of the Bishop Suffragan Nominating Committee 
 

The 216th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia approved Bishop Shan‐
non Johnston’s call to elect a bishop suffragan to succeed Bishop David Colin 
Jones, who is retiring at the end of the 217th Annual Council after a long and 
fruitful ministry. The resolution authorized the appointment of a Nominating 
and a Transition Committee to perform the work required for the election of a 
bishop suffragan, as well as a timeline for the overall process. 

 

The Nominating Committee received names of potential candidates from July 
1‐July 31, 2011. The Committee conducted the screening and interview pro‐
cess during the fall and early winter. The Committee announces a slate of 
nominees to the Diocese on February 3, 2012. The Standing Committee then 
opens the process for nominating additional persons by petition. The final 
slate of nominees is introduced to members of the Diocese in March 2012. 

 

The election will be held at a special meeting of diocesan Council on Saturday, 
April 21, 2012. The Bishop Suffragan’s consecration is planned for July 28, 
2012 at St. Paul’s, Richmond, assuming receipt of the necessary consents from 
General Convention to this election. 
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Produced as one in a series of bulletin inserts by the Education Subcommittee of the 
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