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Requirements for Licensure of Vocational Deacons
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Application for Licensure of Priests and Deacons

Information for Vocational Deacons seeking to be licensed in the Diocese of Virginia

The work of Vocational Deacons in the Diocese of Virginia is primarily expressed in active, ongoing bridge ministries.  A bridge ministry is one that communicates the needs of the world to the church and the graces of Jesus Christ to the world.  Through bridge ministries, deacons particularly serve the poor, the homeless and hungry, the sick and imprisoned, the elderly and those in special need.  Deacons also empower the ministries of other church members and help them to discover and live out their own servanthood.  Secondarily, deacons serve at the altar during worship, performing the liturgical functions assigned to them in The Book of Common Prayer.

Vocational Deacons in the Diocese of Virginia are assigned by the Bishop to live out their bridge ministries in particular church communities.  Assignment to a congregation must be made before the licensure process can be completed.  

If you are a vocational deacon canonically resident in a diocese other than Virginia and wish to be licensed in Virginia, please contact the Canon to the Ordinary who will explore with you the church assignment and discuss with you these next steps.

Process for Licensure of Vocational Deacons 
1. Complete the application form below and return it to the Office of the Canon to the Ordinary. 
2. Include with the application a letter of recommendation from a rector or vicar in the Diocese of Virginia.  In addition to the recommendation, the letter should also state why licensure is appropriate and desirable.
3. Contact your canonical bishop and ask him/her to send a letter to the Bishop of Virginia indicating that you are a priest or deacon in good standing and recommending that you be licensed.  

4. Send certificates stating that you have completed the workshops for sexual misconduct prevention for adults and children to the Office of the Canon.  If you have completed the workshops outside the Diocese of Virginia, have copies of your certification sent.

5. Initiate Oxford Document background check.  Contact Oxford Document Management Company, Inc. at 1-800-801-9114 to initiate the background check process.  Have it sent to the Diocese of Virginia.  Either you or your supporting congregation will pay for the background check for licensure.  
For questions, contact Ed Keithly, Assistant to the Canon to the Ordinary: 
Email: 
ekeithly@thediocese.net 
Phone:
1-800-DIOCESE, ext. 1015.  

Clergy name: 
Spouse's name:
Home address:
Office address:
Primary email address:
Telephone numbers: Home:
Office:
Cell:

Where are you canonically resident? Diocese of

(Note: If you are canonically resident in Virginia, you do not need to fill out this form.)

Present position in the Diocese of Virginia (Ministry and present affiliation):
Date of Birth:

Date of ordination to diaconate and name of ordaining bishop:

Date of ordination to priesthood and name of ordaining bishop:

Licenses are issued for a one year period expiring December 31 of each year and will be renewed for the following year upon submission of Annual Clergy Report Form.  
For questions, contact Ed Keithly, Assistant to the Canon to the Ordinary: 

Email:
ekeithly@thediocese.net 

Phone:
1-800-DIOCESE, ext. 1015.  

Complete and send requirements to Office of the Canon to the Ordinary:

Email:
ekeithly@thediocese.net  


Fax: 
(804) 644-6928

Mail: 
Diocese of Virginia

110 W. Franklin Street

Richmond, VA 23220

*Form available online at www.thediocese.net under Resources ( For Clergy*
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