
Dear Diocesan Family,

As you read this letter, the Diocese of Virginia is in the midst 
of full-throttled discernment. Two major phases in our 
common life are now well underway, both of which are of 
historic proportions.
 “Dayspring” (a poetic, biblical term that means “dawn” 
or “new day”) is the name we’ve given to the broad, 
integrated effort to discern and meet the opportunities and 
responsibilities that have been presented by the Fairfax Circuit 
Court ruling that returns seven of our church properties 
and millions of dollars in other resources to the control of 
the Diocese. While the final details and implementation of 
this ruling are, as of this writing, still uncertain, Dayspring 
is organized to meet any eventuality. You can read about all 
of the details of this effort in other pages of this issue of the 
Virginia Episcopalian, but I must say how very pleased I am 
with the dedication, experience and leadership each of the 
Dayspring teams brings to this important work. 
 I trust that it goes without saying that Dayspring, 
both as a ministry and in its many people and the several 
congregations, will need the prayers of this entire diocesan 
Church. Please note: I ask all of our congregations to add 
Dayspring to their daily and Sunday intercessions. Pray for 
God’s grace, redemption and reconciliation.
 As this extraordinary ministry unfolds and gains its 
momentum, we as a diocese are also engaged in discernment 
for the election of our new bishop suffragan on April 21 
at a special diocesan Council to be held at St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg. We have already been personally and very 
fulsomely introduced to the six nominees through the 
“walkabout” events held across the Diocese March 19-23, and 
in this issue of the Virginia Episcopalian you will find additional 
materials from them, each addressing key questions. I quite 
agree with the many comments in every place I’ve been since 
the nominations were announced that this is an especially 
strong slate of nominees to be our next bishop suffragan. We 
are all highly honored by their participation in our process and 
the ongoing work of discernment. Let us be deeply thankful 
for their faithfulness, and may we be sure to pray for each 
nominee daily.
 I’ve used the word “discernment” several times on 
this page. People tell me that they are not sure about this 
term—just what does it mean? I have found that for many 
people, it means simply taking the time to think things 
through. Regrettably, others have had the experience of 
what was termed a discernment process that instead felt 
somewhat manipulative or manipulated – little more than 
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a way of reaching a fore-drawn conclusion. And some have 
observed that it seems to be a time during which nothing 
much really happens. 
 What true discernment is all about is consciously and 
deliberately spending time before God, waiting upon a sense 
of the leading of the Holy Spirit. As such, it is always a prayerful 
time. Far from being passive, discernment is a sharply focused 
and often active kind of time. The answers come as the Spirit 
will, sometimes sooner, sometimes later. Such answers that 
we find may come from something external or you may come 
to a conclusion based on inward factors. I’ve often found 
that quite ordinary, daily things or happenings will prompt 
an answer coming into focus. However, I’ve also experienced 
extraordinary leadings during discernment that I can see 
only as God moving in my life. However discernment occurs, 
it’s ultimately about being faithful to the will of God and not 
simply following our own preferences. Let us pray that this may 
always be so for the Diocese of Virginia.

In Christ,

tShannon 

Bishop Johnston at his visitation 
to St. Peter’s in the Woods, 
Fairfax Station.
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