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‘It feels like I’m home’

Bishop Gulick returns to Virginia as assistant bishop
By Emily Cherry

F

Forty-six years ago, while a counselor
at Shrine Mont Camps, the Rt. Rev.
Edwin F. Gulick Jr. confided in the
Rev. Churchill J. Gibson Jr., chaplain
of St. George’s Camp at Shrine
Mont, that he wanted to be a priest
someday. Today, Bishop Gulick
returns to the Diocese of Virginia
to serve as assistant bishop. “I was
formed for ministry and formed as
a person of faith in this diocese, and
now I come back and get to live in
the community of the Church that
formed me,” said Bishop Gulick. “It
feels wonderful.”

Bishop Gulick comes to Virginia
from the Diocese of Kentucky,
where he served as diocesan bishop
for 16 years. The Rt. Rev. Shannon
S. Johnston, diocesan bishop of
Virginia, announced Bishop Gulick’s
appointment in July 2010, and Bishop
Gulick officially started his ministry
on January 1, 2011. “I’m truly excited
to see Bishop Gulick’s experience,
knowledge and profoundly devout
spirituality brought to bear in the
Diocese of Virginia,” said Bishop
Johnston. “He brings with him
to this appointment the gifts of a

careful listener and a caring pastor,
combined with strong leadership
skills. After all of these years, the
Diocese of Virginia is truly blessed to
be able to call him home.”
Bishop Gulick received a
bachelor of arts degree from
Lynchburg College, where he met his
wife, Barbara, who earned a degree
in theology from St. Mary’s Seminary
in Baltimore, M.D., and later became
a middle school teacher. Bishop
Gulick attended Virginia Theological
Seminary before becoming a

/ Gulick continued on page 15

What Do You Need to Make a Church?
VTS focuses on worship space in wake of fire
By the Rev. Dr. Roger F. Ferlo

O

On Friday, October 22, an accidental
fire engulfed and destroyed the
historic chapel on the grounds

of Virginia Theological Seminary.
Alumni and friends from across the
Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Communion came together – in person,
in phone calls, online and in spirit
– to mourn the loss and remember
the beauty of the sacred space. Now,
the VTS community looks forward:
to rebuilding a chapel; to raising
funds through the “New Chapel
for a New Century” campaign; and
to worshipping together again. The
following is a reflection the Rev. Dr.
Roger Ferlo, the VTS professor in
charge of finding a new, temporary
home for worship.

Following the disastrous fire that
gutted the 129-year-old chapel at
Virginia Theological Seminary in
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Bishop Johnston observes the destruction left in the wake of October’s disastrous fire at the
Virginia Theological Seminary Chapel.

/ VTS continued on page 8
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At the November meeting of
the Race Relations Committee,
we discussed the letter [in the
November issue of The Virginia
Episcopalian] from our brother
in Christ from Ware Church,
Gloucester, Ted Williams. We
take this opportunity to welcome
the serious issues and questions
that Mr. Williams has raised. We
thank him for his courage and
willingness to speak his concerns.
The examination and
discussion of our history is a
legitimate concern and we wish it
were true that the effects of slavery
and racial discrimination have
been largely left behind us. Sadly,
numerous scholars have made
available to us how the history
of enslavement and legalized
segregation have impacted those
who were enslaved and those who
were complicit and often profited
from those practices. We respect
this scholarship. The contemporary
reminders of enormous disparities
in infant and maternal deaths,
graduation rates, premature
death, incarceration and poverty
rates, chronic unemployment and
high home foreclosure rates for
the descendants of slaves tell us
that one cannot enslave a people
over generations and expect the
effects to suddenly disappear.
A lost dynamic of U.S. chattel
slavery remains in the numbers
of unnamed men, women and
children who perished on the
Middle Passage and of those
who were forced to give up their
native languages and customs and
had their given names forcibly
extinguished. The Tiv people
of West Africa offer this way of
thinking: “Once a great wrong
has been done, it never dies.
People speak the words of peace,

but their hearts do not forgive.
Generations perform ceremonies of
reconciliation but there is no end.”
The story of complicity should not
be dismissed to support our desire
for comfortable relationships.
On the matter of Mr. Williams’
statement concerning “the false
justice of reparations,” we offer
this quote from the Diocese of New
York: “Reparations is the process
to remember, repair, restore,
reconcile and make amends for
wrongs that can never be singularly
reducible to monetary terms.
The process of reparations is an
historical reckoning involving
acknowledgement that an offense
against humanity was committed
and that the victims have not
received justice.”
On the perception that “African
Americans now hold positions
in the highest councils of the
Diocese,” we understand how this
may appear to be the situation. It is
a goal and we support it; however,
it is not true that people of color are
well represented in councils and on
the staff of the Diocese.
Why is our diocese expending
resources on understanding the
complexities of race relations
among Episcopalians in our
communities? The Episcopal
Church has issued statements,
passed resolutions and taken
actions which have addressed
many aspects of racism and social
justice. To help us with this difficult
learning and in compliance with
General Convention resolutions,
our Church developed a training
program: “Seeing the Face of
God in Each Other – Offering a
Positive Vision of the Unity that
can be Achieved through Christ.”
Thousands of Episcopalians
have voluntarily experienced
this training and have engaged
themselves in learning and
working together to address why
we, as Christians, must oppose
racism. The Diocese of Virginia
has supported a Race Relations
Committee for years and it has
done remarkable work with
limited resources. In 2009, Bishop
Johnston renewed and expanded
the committee and gave it new
objectives, including a task to begin
to address racial diversity issues in
the diocesan structure. In the May
2009 Virginia Episcopalian, Bishop
Johnston explained his intention
of “expanding not just the size of
/ Letter continued on page 3

Annual Council
Workshops, Worship & the Work of the Church
Diocese prepares for Annual Council

What do you need to know about Annual Council?
Annual Council is the main
governing body of the Episcopal
Diocese of Virginia. It meets once
each year, traditionally in January,
and membership is constituted of
canonically resident clergy and
elected lay delegates from each
congregation in the Diocese.

The Rt. Rev. David C. Jones, bishop
suffragan, will serve as chaplain,
guiding members of Council in
prayer and offering meditations
and reflections.

The primary hearing for resolutions
and canonical amendments will
take place at a pre-Council open
hearing on Saturday, January 8 at
St. Stephen’s, Richmond at 10 a.m.
Abbreviated hearings will still take
place on-site at Council.

Attendees will gather under the theme of “Many Gifts, One Spirit.”
The 216th Annual Council will take
place January 21-22, 2011, with
registration and a reception starting
on the evening of January 20.

All the forms, guidelines and
information you need for Council are
available online at thediocese.net
—>Governance—>Annual Council.

This year will mark the Rt. Rev. Ted Gulick’s first Council as assistant bishop of the
Diocese of Virginia. Members of Council are invited to join in welcoming Bishop
Gulick at a reception on Thursday, January 20 at 7 p.m.

On the Friday afternoon of Council, participants can spend time exploring their
gifts, growing their skills and learning about different ministries through a series
of open workshops. Workshop topics include:
• Older Adult Ministries
• Planning a Sabbatical
• Vocational Diaconate 101
• Native American Ministries in Virginia
• Praying in Color – Worship through Art
• Many Faces, One Faith – Resources from the Committee on Race Relations

Letter continued from page 3 /

Celebrating a Tradition
of Excellence, Creativity
and Individuality

S

teeped in the tradition of the Episcopal
Church,Goodwin House Alexandria and
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have provided
exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the
Northern Virginia area for more than 40 years.
Both Communities have:
� Spectacular views of the Washington, D.C.
and Northern Virginia skylines
� Updated kitchens with
full-size appliances
� On staff Chaplains
� Wellness Centers with indoor pools
� Formal and casual dining bistros
� The reassurance and value of our lifecare program
as well as Long-term Care Insurance options

Call or come see us today.

Goodwin House
Alexandria

4800 Fillmore Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311

Goodwin House
Bailey’s Crossroads

3440 South Jefferson Street
Falls Church, VA 22041

703-824-1236
703-578-7201
www.goodwinhouse.org

the committee but also its impact
across the Diocese.”
Members of our multi-racial,
multicultural committee are
certified trainers for Seeing the
Face of God in Each Other. The
committee sponsors anti-racism
training programs and resources
for the Diocese. At the 2011 Annual
Council, we will offer a break-out
session featuring our work on the
history of race relations in this
diocese and strategies for becoming
anti-racist. We invite you to contact
us. We enlist your support to
help develop a vision of what we
hope to become, eliminate our
exclusionary practices and policies
and develop the strength to
overcome divisive forces. We look
forward to receiving invitations
from regions and parishes who
wish to join with us in “seeing the
face of God in each other.”

John L. Johnson, Ed.D., for the
Committee on Race Relations
St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach
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Making Your Voice Heard

Diocese and Interfaith Center offer immigration advocacy resources
Diocesan News Service

B

“Be early. Be brief. Be clear. Be
reasonable. Be appropriately
passionate. And be nice.”
That was the advice given by
the Rev. Dr. R. David Cox, rector
of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in
Hot Springs, Va., and an elected
councilman in Lexington, to
anyone interested in advocating
before the Virginia General
Assembly this year.
Dr. Cox spoke at the
Immigration Advocacy Forum
held at Emmanuel, Harrisonburg
on November 20. The forum,
co-sponsored by the Diocese of
Virginia and the Virginia Interfaith
Center on Public Policy, focused
on immigration issues, especially
those that may come up before the
Assembly this session.
“In a discussion at the Clergy
Retreat in October, it became
obvious that while people might
want to be involved in the
immigration debate in Virginia this
session, many do not know how to
advocate before the Assembly,” said
the Rev. Lauren R. Stanley, a priest
of the Diocese and recently returned
overseas missionary. “Daniel [The
Rev. Daniel D. Robayo, rector of
Emmanuel, Harrisonburg] and I
decided to create a forum to help
people learn how to advocate.”
All of the materials from the
forum, including theological,
liturgical, government and
community resources, as well as a
10-minute movie entitled “We
Are All Immigrants,” are available
on the diocesan Web site,
www.thediocese.net. The Pastoral
Letter on Immigration from the
House of Bishops meeting in
September, as well as the bishops’
theological resource, “The Nation
and the Common Good: Reflections
on Immigration Reform,” are
included in the resources online.
All of the speakers stressed
the importance of getting involved
personally. “Do not wait until you
see the headline in the morning
newspaper about a final vote taking
place that day in Richmond,” Ms.
Stanley said. “We have to start well
before then.”
“The whole point of
advocating is that you’re building a
relationship,” Dr. Cox said. “These
are people of good will, and … we
connect with them as such.”

Patrick Getlein, communications
director of the Virginia Interfaith
Center for Public Policy, reiterated
the call for personal involvement.
“Despite what you hear
and read about the influence of
lobbyists, the most effective voice
remains the individual citizens,”
Mr. Getlein said. “What we do at the
Center is work with and through
the faith-informed community to
connect that voice to legislators in a
timely, effective and efficient way.”
Mr. Getlein demonstrated
the use of the Center’s online
legislative tracking tool,
www.richmondsunlight.com,
calling it “a simple way to track the
status of legislation, read what
others are saying and get involved
in the conversation.”
“Then,” he said, “when
you go to our site, www.
virginiainterfaithcenter.org, and
sign up for news, information and
updates, we will send you issue
briefs, backgrounders, and timely
calls to action to contact legislators.”
Mr. Robayo said after the
forum that our baptismal covenant
makes it “necessary that we see
these issues not strictly in the
concepts of what is this country or
that country, or this identity or that
identity, but our primary identity
as God’s children.”
“The story that we proclaim,
our message, the Good News,
the Gospel, is that we believe in a
God who went homeless in order
to bring us home,” Mr. Robayo
said. “That the Son came down
from heaven and pitched his tent
among us – in essence, a short-term
immigrant – so that we could all be
on the way home because he would
lead us there.”
The Rev. Margaret Watson,
rector of St. Mark’s, Richmond,
urged participants to “keep in your
prayers a non-punitive model where
people can literally line up at our
border and get a license to come in.
… Our system of immigration is
very, very broken and it’s punitive.”
Ms. Watson focused on the plight of
the children of immigrants, many
of whom are separated from their
parents and in some cases jailed.
The Rev. Catherine Campbell,
vicar of La Iglesia San Jose and La
Iglesia Cristo Rey in Arlington,
said that many of her congregants

do not believe any changes will be
happening in this country. “What
we need to do … is to be agents of
hope to continue to let them know
that someone cares for them and
will work with them,” she said.
Attorney John Elledge,
a member of Emmanuel,
Harrisonburg, who is involved in
immigration issues, spoke of how
immigration has become so divisive
in the United States. “There was
a time when we thought at least
one piece [of legislation] would
be something everybody could
agree on, and that was the plight of
young minors,” Mr. Elledge said.
“The DREAM Act was one hopeful
compromise … but as the rhetoric
heated up … a lot of co-sponsors
dropped off.”
Mr. Elledge, who worked as a
legislative assistant in the General
Assembly for 10 years, reiterated
the call to building relationships
with legislators. “You never know
where a legislator in his or her life
has a particular interest or passion.
Relationship is important.”
“It’s very important that your
voice be heard,” Mr. Elledge said. “I
urge you all to get involved … and
encourage your fellow parishioners
to get involved.” t
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‘We want to be a donor church’

Sudanese church prepares for referendum and its aftermath
By the Rt. Rev. David C. Jones

M

Many have asked, “David, how were
things in Sudan?”
I’ve not been able to answer
in one sentence. On the one hand,
I visited a healthy and faithful
church. I preached in the packed,
enthusiastic All Saints’ Cathedral in
Juba. I participated in the dedication
of a medical clinic made possible by
the Church Missionary Society of
Ireland. I witnessed the dedication of
the Provincial staff of the Episcopal
Church in Sudan (ECS). I was
warmly welcomed and always felt
safe and well cared for.
At the same time, I heard
many people express fear of the
future. Conversation about the
upcoming vote for independence
raises feelings of both hope and
dread. While I did not hear one
person express opposition to the
January 9 referendum, I did hear
concern that the vote may result in
violence. Southern Sudanese want
independence, but know it will be
costly. The choice, as understood
by many in the south, is between
being free or living as second class
citizens under the domination of the
Muslim north. While they fear war,
they value their independence and
freedom more. I could hear echoes
of the founders of our country in
the days leading up to the American
Revolution as Southern Sudanese
spoke of freedom and independence.
The purpose of my trip was
to participate in a meeting of the
partners supporting the Province of
Sudan. It was a diverse international
group ranging from the dioceses
of Bradford and Salisbury in the
United Kingdom, the Sudan Church

Organization of the UK, the Church
Missionary Society (CMS) in Africa,
the Tear Fund, Christian Aid,
Episcopal Relief and Development,
the Mother’s Union, CMS Ireland
and the Salisbury Medical Link.
I was present representing the
American Friends of the Episcopal
Church in Sudan (AFRECS), which I
serve as president of the Board.
One thing became very obvious
during my visit. ECS is a critical
player in southern Sudan. It has
earned trust and respect through
its faithfulness during years of civil
war. The dioceses need and depend
on the Province for all kinds of
support, leadership and financial
assistance. At the same time, the
Province depends on its partners,
especially for financial assistance.
Bishops’ salaries, for example are

Bishop Jones preaches at All Saints’
Cathedral in Juba during his fall 2010 trip
to Southern Sudan.

Diocese of Ezo – The Episcopal Church at the Edge of the World
The Episcopal Diocese of Ezo is located in the far southwest corner of Sudan,
a remote area where the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo and Sudan all meet. Bishop John Zawo, their faithful and gracious
leader, visited the Diocese of Virginia earlier this year.
The people of Ezo have been attacked by the Lord’s Resistance Army, a
violent, sectarian militia, over the last two years. Thousands fled their villages
and are huddled in town, afraid to venture even a few miles to plant their fields
for fear of being raped, abducted or killed. Many are scared and hungry. But
the people have hope, in part because of the work of the Episcopal Church.
The Diocese of Ezo is trying to build a church in the midst of the fear and
chaos in the region. This cathedral will be brick so that “it will reduce the risk
of the collapse of a church made of local materials during worship, the burden
of renovating the church each year, the problems caused by termites which
destroy the church all the time and the risk of fire.” The Ezo cathedral will
serve as a symbol of God’s love and grace for a community forgotten by most.
It will cost about $75,000, total, to complete. If you would like to be involved,
please contact Buck Blanchard (bblanchard@thediocese.net).

paid from abroad. Twenty years of
civil war has taken a severe toll on
the infrastructure of the Province.
Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul
set forth the ECS’ priorities for the
partners to consider, including
strengthening the capacity of the
Province to serve its bishops and
dioceses and supporting immediate
efforts toward peacemaking.
In response to the fear for the
future, individual dioceses are
holding mass meetings to explain
the referendum and to advocate
peace. The American Friends have
been supporting efforts which
are currently underway. We are
seeking “friends” who want to
support these priorities. Our Web
site is www.afrecs.org.
While I encountered massive
poverty, I also saw signs of hope
and health. Juba is growing and
experiencing new construction.
It is not unusual to move from a
newly paved road to a dirt road
with ditches. Juba is a city with
striking contrasts and signs of hope
for the future.
One highlight of my visit was
experiencing the extraordinary
difference a talented missionary
can make in a third-world country.
Larry Duffee, a member of St.
George’s, Fredericksburg, is leading
the finance office of the Province.
His presence, in just a few months,
has made a huge difference for
the overseas donors in ensuring
accurate reporting and use of
gifts. The Archbishop’s assistant
for international relations, Rebecca
Coleman, comes from England
and is excellent at keeping in touch
with the partners. An expert in
agriculture, Robin Denney, is
traveling throughout the Province
to teach new methods of farming.
Each of these missionaries makes
a significant difference. But you
do not need to move to Sudan to
make a difference. I wholeheartedly
recommend short-term missionary
visits, especially for people with
unique training and skills.
The brightest light of my visit
was the determination I heard
again and again of the desire of ECS
to become a donor church – one
helping others. I have faith that this
goal will become a reality. In the
meantime, our brothers and sisters
need us now. t
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New Structure, New Vision

Facilitating ministry through committee and commission reorganization
By Paris Ball and Emily Cherry

A

At the direction of the Rt. Rev.
Shannon S. Johnston, the diocesan
staff has been taking a closer look
at how best to support the five new
mission and ministry priorities
in the Diocese through the work
of committees and commissions.
Over time, some committees and
commissions have become confused
about their purposes. Many are
doing work that may relate to and
even overlap with the work of
other committees. There’s often a
lack of communication between
like-minded groups. This has led
some to experience feelings of
frustration around the mission of
the committees and commissions.
These issues are obstacles in
turning mission goals into realities
in the Diocese of Virginia. With
that in mind, the Executive Board
accepted a proposal this fall to
reorganize the existing committee
and commission structure to
enhance the collective ministries of
the Diocese.
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The New Committee and
Commission Structure
A commission is an umbrella
group responsible for the oversight
of a group of committees, made up
of committee representatives and
others with experience or interest in
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World Mission

a particular ministry. Commissions
create and monitor budgets,
administer term limits and ensure
that the five priority goals are lived
out in the work of their respective
committees.
A committee is a group
dedicated to creating effective and
helpful resources and programs
to benefit the life of the Diocese
around a specific area. A committee
can also review and recommend
existing programs and resources.
A ministry team is a smaller
group created by a commission or
the bishop for a specific ministry
area, such as evaluating a particular
program or creating a particular
resource guide, often with a specific
deadline assigned.

What are the Five Mission
and Ministry Priorities of the
Diocese?
• Youth and Young Adult Ministry
• Multicultural & Ethnic Ministry
• Strengthening Our Congregations
• Evangelism & Proclamation
• Mission Beyond Ourselves

/ Structure continued on page 7
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Frequently Asked Questions
How do I get involved?
Membership to both
committees and commissions
is through appointment by the
bishop. Any communicant, church
or organization of the Diocese may
make a nomination for a particular
committee or commission through
a new online nomination form
(thediocese.net–>Resources–>Forms).
What will our meetings be like
under the new structure?
• Members of committees will
continue to determine their own
meeting structure and frequency.
• Members of commissions will
meet four times each year and
will set their own schedules. At
least one meeting should be an inperson gathering; the others may
be phone or Web-based meetings.
• Diocesan staff may help organize
all-commission gatherings that
bring together the chairs of
all the commissions as well as
representatives from the diocesan
related organizations.
Electronic meetings are encouraged.

I am currently a member of a
committee or commission in the
Diocese of Virginia. How will my
role and responsibilities change
under this new structure?
• While you might not see
significant change in your daily
ministry, you’ll see a big impact
in how different groups work
together to further the priorities
of the Diocese.
• You might notice that some
committees have been dissolved
(Committee on Education and
Committee on Higher Education).
These are committees that are
either no longer active or whose
work might be done more
effectively in conjunction with
the greater umbrella organization
of a commission. These decisions
were made in consultation with
and with the support of those
particular committees.
• Some committee members who
agree to serve as commission
representatives will now have
an extra time commitment
of attending the commission
meetings. Because of this extra
time commitment, committees
should carefully consider the
frequency, location and format

(electronic versus conference call,
for example) of their meetings to
honor each participant’s schedule.
• The budget request process will
change in 2011.
How would we build up and
encourage new leadership in the
committees and commissions?
One of the primary goals of
this new structure is to reenergize
the committees and commissions.
New members bring with them
new ideas and energy that are vital
to ministry. Each commission will
be responsible for enforcing term
limits and membership circulation.
In addition, the Diocese has made
available an online nomination
form which empowers all
members of the Diocese to submit
for consideration the name and
credentials of people whom they
would like to see working on any
commission or committee. Looking
forward, commissions will work to
evaluate the needs of the Diocese of
Virginia, and shall request for new
committees or ministry teams to be
created, as appropriate.
My group used to be a commission
and now it’s a committee. Why the
change?
All committees are now
appointed by the bishop to
administer the programs of the
Diocese. Members of the Diocese
are empowered to nominate anyone
for membership to commissions or
committees.
How does this structure support
the five mission and ministry
priorities?
You’ll note that this new
structure does not include a
specific committee or commission
representing each of the five
mission and ministry priorities.
The commissions of the Diocese
are empowered to ensure that
the priorities are lived out in the
daily work of the committees, and
committees are encouraged to
find ways to support the different
ministries across the board.
All committee and commission
members should receive a letter
with more details regarding
this reorganization. Please
visit thediocese.net for more
information. t
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Alexandria on October 22, it was
my task as Minister of the Week to
organize the first services of Holy
Eucharist in Scott Lounge, the
elegant reception room adjacent to
the seminary refectory.
We cleared the large hall of all its
furniture, brought in 150 chairs from
elsewhere in the campus, and pulled
a lovely but faded oriental carpet into
the middle of the room. We dragged
in two large credenzas, placed them
on the carpet side by side to make
an altar, covered them with a white
funeral pall that doubled quite well
as a Jacobean frontal, spread out an
immaculate “fair linen” on loan from
a local parish, cobbled together a
miscellaneous collection of chalices
and patens and prayer books, opened
the piano lid, took a deep breath, and
lo—there it was, a familiar gathering
place now rendered both hallowed
and strange. And it turns out we had
done exactly what our forbears here
at Virginia Seminary had done over
a century before. The last time the
seminary was between chapels, in
the late 1870s, faculty and students
found a vacant room and cobbled
together a Prayer Hall, like this one
to be hallowed by use.
I suspect our latter-day Prayer
Hall is more elegant than anything
our 19th-century predecessors could
have imagined. For all its Georgian
severity—its brass chandeliers, its
enameled moldings, its brooding
portraits of retired and otherwise
departed Virginia prelates—the room
has proved immensely welcoming.
We can now hear ourselves sing—no
need for the microphones that never
seemed to function properly in the
old chapel. And we are much more
visible to each other than we were
just a few weeks ago. Those gathering
for Morning Prayer on clear days
have been dazzled by the sunlight
streaming in from floor-to-ceiling
windows. Our recent calamity has
literally re-oriented us. There’s no
place to hide, no dusty balconies or
secluded Gothic corners. We have
been forced like the ancients to turn
our vision toward true east, sensing
in the newness of the sunlight the
continued presence of the Risen Lord.
It’s quite a change. Even with the
rattle of silverware, and the muffled
conversation faintly (and sometimes
not-so-faintly) audible from the
adjoining refectory, those gathered
for prayer and Eucharist have sensed
a new kind of quiet in this light-filled
room, an expectant quiet that might
perhaps transform us as well, as

together we move through these days
of loss and recovery, of rethinking
and discernment, of continuing
prayer and unending praise. It’s been
a good place to be in Advent.
But there have been losses. The
loss most felt—besides the loss of
Immanuel Chapel itself—has been
the removal of a much-loved and
much-used gathering space. In
many ways Scott Lounge functioned
as the seminary’s living room. So
as appropriate and useful as the
room had proved itself to be, we
knew that we would have to look

Photo: Cayce Ramey
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A view of the damage to the chapel on the
evening following the destructive fire.

into more permanent alternatives.
Thanks to the generosity of Rob
Hershey, headmaster of neighboring
Episcopal High School, and the Rev.
Gideon Pollach, the school chaplain,
we have been given permission to
occupy the magnificent Callaway
Chapel on the EHS campus for
what we regard as our “state
occasions”—Advent Lessons and
Carols, opening convocations, our
annual conference on ministry or
our end-of-year service.
But we know this cannot be
the only solution. Our seminary
students, faculty and staff are
expected to gather for prayer and
Eucharist three times in the course
of each school day. Taking over the
neighboring chapel that often for
perhaps four or five years would
be to ask too much of our sister
institution. So we began to explore
the leasing of a stand-alone “fabric
structure,” really a glorified tent,
held up by a pre-fabricated system
of aluminum arches—sort of chapel
as Cirque du Soleil. At first flush
that alternative struck many of us

as appropriately biblical. Israel,
after all managed, to worship the
Lord in tents for a very long time.
But we soon discovered that the
cost of erecting such a thing would
prove prohibitive, leaving aside the
challenges of site surveys, city codes,
weatherproofing, heating, cooling,
acoustics and where we would
position the double-wide trailer to
house the bathrooms!
So where, in the end, has our
wandering community decided
to settle in the next few years for
prayer? Calloway Chapel will serve
us well for our solemn occasions,
and we are immensely grateful to
EHS for this continuing hospitality.
For our daily worship needs, the
solution that we came up with has
surprised everyone. It turns out
that one of the least-used rooms on
campus is also one of the largest.
The auditorium in the lower level
of our academic building can seat
up to four hundred people, and has
a wall of windows facing east, just
like Scott Lounge. Our architect
and design consultant assure us
that we can remove the moviehouse seating, level the floor by
means of a large wooden platform,
wall off the stage area to house a
sacristy and vestry, re-landscape the
terrace area already visible through
the east windows (finally getting
rid of an all-too-present dumpster),
change the lighting, improve the
acoustics, and there we would
have it—a newly transformed
semi-permanent chapel at the
heart of our academic enterprise.
We announced this plan to the
community in December. People
received the news with palpable
relief and mounting excitement, as
they began to imagine how readily
and economically a seldom-used
and (truth be told) little-loved space
could be thus transfigured.
As we wait for this
transformation to take shape, we
will continue to gather for Morning
and Evening Prayer, and for our
daily Eucharist, in our elegant Prayer
Hall, watched over by those solemn
portraits of Virginia bishops. Old
Bishop Meade stares out at us sternly
from behind the lectern. Who knows
what he might be thinking? t
Roger Ferlo is the associate dean
and director of the Institute for
Christian Formation and Leadership at
Virginia Theological Seminary, where
he also serves as professor of religion
and culture.
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MIssion
‘God blesses us in so many ways’

Virginia delegation witnesses hope in Haiti rebuilding
By Cary Chirico
Most everybody in Haiti has a story
of where they were at 4:53 p.m,
January 12, 2010. For some, the story
is of lingering a moment with a
grandchild; for some, a gathering of
leadership for a funeral; for others, a
diocesan council meeting postponed.
All of these stories end the same way:
in life or death in a mere 56 seconds.
On that day, Haiti experienced a
7.0 magnitude earthquake and in a
matter of seconds lost an estimated
230,000 people and made another 1
million people homeless.
In late October, a small
delegation accompanied the Rt. Rev.
Shannon Johnston to Haiti, where
we were embraced by the Rt. Rev.
Jean Zaché Duracin and his staff in
Port au Prince. We were welcomed
with great care and gentle humor
into their world of tent cities, lost
buildings, teeming humanity and
mass graves. Loss was never without
its opposite: growth. “Here will go
the new kindergarten and here the
science building,” Père Bruno told
us after being extracted from his
busy Episcopal school, St. Martin of
Tours. His church still stands but
will need some repairs. He greeted
us effusively with bear hugs and
handshakes. It is still usable, he says,
but the “people’s minds” will not
allow them to go back inside. So for
now they worship under huge canvas
sheets in the school yard.

Photo: The Rev. Brad Rundlett
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Members of the Virginia delegation to Haiti
tour the destruction left in the wake of last
year’s earthquake.

The progress we saw is
remarkable in a country that first had
to mourn and bury so many dead.
The Episcopal footprint in Haiti is
extensive. Two hundred and fiftyfour Episcopal schools and churches,
the Cathedral, a seminary, the only
school for the handicapped, the only
manufacturer of prosthetics, a music
school. At all Episcopal sites, rubble
has been removed and sites secured
for rebuilding. At the Episcopal
Cathedral, the Smithsonian Museum
has temporarily secured the walls
and the priceless murals. Trucks
donated by our own diocese have

been instrumental in the recovery,
first transporting the injured,
then removing debris and now
transporting building materials.
And at every stop, we hear
the endless stories of the “goudougoudou,” an onomatopoeia recalling
the sound of the colossal earthquake
that ripped apart their lives. The
Rev. Fernande Piere-Louis, the
principal of Holy Trinity School,
apologized for the dust and cramped
quarters of the school she now runs,
as she proudly showed us through
classrooms full of children and
teachers. From a sprawling school
of 4,000 they now are in temporary
classrooms, her office under a tree.
Stopping her for a moment I asked,
“And how are you?” She tells me
that she was badly injured when her
house collapsed and had to be taken
to Canada for care. Her husband
of many years spent 12 hours
dying in her arms. “With my every
respiration, I praise God,” she said.
“God blesses us in so many ways.”
As we said our goodbyes, news of a
cholera outbreak came by cell phone,
Bishop Johnston presented a gift
with the diocesan seal to one of our
hosts. “Please know,” he said, “when
you see the diocesan seal that we are
with you.” “Knowing that,” Père
Frantz said, “we can get through
this, even this.” t

The Mountain Experience: Shrine Mont Camps 2011

I

It’s a new year, and families are
quickly making plans for summer.
As you and your family plan what
the season may have in store for
you, consider including Shrine
Mont Camps.
If you have never been a
camper at Shrine Mont, it might
be hard to identify what is so
important about this camp
experience, amidst all the options
available. As campers and
counselors have discovered year
after year, a “mountain experience”
at a Shrine Mont camp can be an
essential piece of a young person’s
spiritual and personal growth.
Camp is affirming. Camp can be
the first time in young people’s lives
where they find their true voices. No
matter who they are or what they
bring, campers are accepted and
welcomed as they are.

Camp is spiritual. Campers
spend time each day with camp
chaplains and in camper-led worship.
Chaplains enjoy spending time with
young people, and are excited to
share their faith with the campers.
Campers are given an opportunity to
spend time in a community of faith
that supports them without judgment
or expectation.
Camp is family. Campers spend
their time at Shrine Mont living,
playing, learning and growing with
their cabin mates and other campers.
They will leave with new friends
and a new “camp family.” And for
those families who want to do more
together, we offer a family camp
option. Family Conference is a great
way to spend a week of vacation at
Shrine Mont with your own family
and new friends.
Camp is fun! There’s no other

way around it: spending time at
Shrine Mont is just fun. With eight
different options, there is something
for every young person. Each camp
has a specific focus, but a “mountain
experience” is a part of every Shrine
Mont camp. Counselors who care –
chaplains who engage – programs
that challenge – it all adds up to a fun
time for everyone.
Camp brochures are available
at camps.thediocese.net. We are
happy to announce that we now are
offering online camper registrations
and credit card bill payment.
On any given summer day,
campers can be found all over
the mountain, hiking, camping,
putting on a play or breaking into
song. Whether you have an artist,
an explorer or a budding athlete,
there is a special place for everyone
on the mountain. t
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Openness and Grace

Diocese concludes listening sessions on faithful sexuality
By Emily Cherry

T

This fall, the Rt. Rev. Shannon S.
Johnston, bishop of the Diocese of
Virginia, sponsored “Listen and
Be Heard,” a series of five listening
sessions on faithful sexuality and
the blessing of same-gender unions.
Almost 850 people gathered to share
their stories and listen to the stories
of others at the sessions, which took
place at Calvary, Front Royal; St.
Paul’s, Ivy; St. Alban’s, Annandale;
St. John’s, Tappahannock; and Christ
Church, Glen Allen.
At each session, Bishop Johnston
gave attendees some background
information and guidelines for the
sessions. Participants broke into
small groups, accompanied by a
recorder and a moderator, who asked
everyone in the group a series of
questions. Each participant was given
time to offer his or her reflections
on a particular question, without
responding to or commenting on
others’ responses. Recorders took
note of everything said in each small
group, and participants were invited
to summarize their reflections on a
piece of butcher paper that would
be displayed in a common area later.
“It’s a simple process, but seemed
to just engender openness and very
thoughtful comments,” said the Rev.
Torrence Harman, rector of St. Mary’s,
Whitechapel and Trinity, Lancaster
and member of the Standing
Committee, who attended the
Tappahannock session. “There was
real authenticity to how people talked,
some clergy, some laity, and I really

found people listening to one another.
… I felt very much that the Spirit was
present.”
Following the small group
sessions, attendees were invited
to read the summaries of other
groups before ending the evening
with a reflection from Bishop
Johnston. “The energy and tone at
these listening sessions was truly
uplifting,” said the bishop. “Time
and time again, participants spoke of
the open honesty and graciousness
they experienced through listening
and being heard. People came from
different backgrounds, with different
viewpoints and different stories to
share about a sensitive topic.” He
added, “I am truly grateful to the
Diocese for bringing heart and mind
to this process, and for supporting
one another through it.” Next, the
bishop will read all of the stories and
reflections that were transcribed by
the recorders in each small group, and
then decide how to proceed with or
share that information.
“I’m grateful for the chance to
hear the different visions of human
sexuality people shared within my
group,” said the Rev. Tom Simmons,
rector of St. Peter’s, Purcellville,
who participated in the Front Royal
session. “My impression is that for
many Episcopalians, experiential
and sentimental arguments hold
sway. The voice of biblical norms,
which we obey by grace even if they
chafe, seemed distant in people’s
imagination.” He added, “I’m grateful

also for the chance to share the vision
of sex as God’s gift created for men
and women to be shared exclusively
within marriage.”
John Schwarz, a member of St.
Anne’s, Reston, participated in the
Front Royal session. “The questions
were, I thought, well-designed to
bring out and facilitate thoughtful
comment,” said Mr. Schwarz. “I
felt a little nervous at this before
things started. But I found that
most of what I had wanted to say
fit easily into a response to each of
the three questions.” He added, “As
a result of ‘listening’ to the stories
and comments that we heard, I and
those I talked with left even more
convinced of the overwhelming
pastoral need for this diocese now to
recognize the inherent blessedness
of committed same-gender unions,
and to permit the liturgical and
sacramental blessings of such unions
to be celebrated in our churches.”
The Rev. Canon Susan Goff,
together with several regional deans,
helped plan the structure and format
of the listening sessions. “Our hope
was to create a gracious, open and
safe place in which people could tell
their stories and listen to the stories
of others,” said Canon Goff. “Many
who attended seemed to have found
that space. I look forward to seeing
how this openness might continue
to be lived out in the Diocese of
Virginia – not only around this issue,
but around other contentious issues
that we face together.” t

Six New Priests

T

Photo: Lindsay Ryland

The Rt. Rev. Shannon S.
Johnston and the Rt. Rev. David
C. Jones, center, celebrate the
ordination to the priesthood of
(from left to right) Valerie Hayes,
Catherine Hicks, Christopher
Garcia, Anne Lane Witt, Corry
Weierbach and Nicholas Forti
at St. Mary’s, Goochland on
December 11, 2010.

From The Bishop
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Evangelism is Good News!

E

Evangelism. The root of the very word means
“good news.”
Questions: Good news about what? For whom?
What makes it good news?
Push-backs: Evangelists are a certain sort of people
and I’m not like that. When it comes to religion, we
need to stay out of other people’s business. Evangelism
is the priest’s or deacon’s job.
And so on.
In my experience, we have to deal with questions
and push-backs right from the start whenever we speak
about evangelism in the Episcopal Church. I think I
understand why this is so, but still this is a sad reality in
our tradition. We simply must get over our tentativeness
and defensiveness when it comes to evangelism. After
all, evangelism doesn’t have to look and feel like what
you see on television or hear from street preachers. OK,
I’ve seen doorknob packets and cold-call door-knocking
work very well even for traditions close to our own,
such as United Methodist and Lutheran congregations,
and I’ll admit that I often wonder why we generally
just can’t seem to make things like that happen. But I
must also say that there must be more to it than such
techniques (as indeed there was for those UM and ELCA
churches). And I’ll be the first to assert that we have
everything it takes to make true evangelism a dynamic
part of Christian life as Episcopalians.
If you are a Christian, you are meant to be
an evangelist. Period. Christians are people who
communicate their faith (albeit in many different ways)
and who bring others to faith in Jesus Christ as God
incarnate. But that evangelism must be authentically
you and personally yours. This means that your
ministry of evangelism will be inherently unique.
Something that is “not you” will be seen, rightly, for
what it is–and for what it isn’t. But my bet is that there
is more to you as a person of faith than you usually let
on or perhaps even know about.
Your evangelism starts with the basics. You believe
in God and Jesus as the Son of God and you care about
these facts. So, you talk about this to family and friends.
If not, why not? Too “personal”? Embarrassing for
some reason? Ask yourself, and talk about it to your
priest. For God’s sake (words chosen carefully here),
don’t be too embarrassed to do that! Consider, too, that
even fellow Christians who may seem to be just fine
in their life of faith would appreciate a few words of
encouragement or could use some affirmation of what
you share in common. We underestimate this, the value
of “evangelism” to our fellow Episcopalians. We must
strengthen one another during these times. We count
on Jesus for grace in this life and for eternal life so it
would seem that the least we might do is talk about
Him (yes, by name) in personal and meaningful ways to
those in our immediate circles.

Am I being too naive to
say that from there it is a
matter (not a simple one, I
grant you) of being open and
straightforward with others
when the opportunity arises?
We enthusiastically recommend
movies and restaurants to
people, why not our church?
You might say, “Well, that’s
different. Whether someone goes to church or not is
his or her own business.” I can agree with that if at the
same time we accept that letting other people know
about church and encouraging their exploration of
faith is your business.
I believe that one of the issues we have when it
comes to reticence about evangelism is a feeling of
not being somehow “qualified.” You know, feelings
like you don’t have it right, others know more, “Who
am I to engage someone about God in personal life?”
and the like. Familiar? Then allow me to suggest that
perhaps the single best resource in equipping oneself
for evangelism is Christian education. And let’s just
admit right here that we all know that not nearly
enough of us are sufficiently involved in substantial
Christian education. (If you are, then make it a point
to invite and encourage others to become involved.)
Certainly there are those people who are naturally,
often unconsciously, gifted at sharing and inspiring
faith, but for most of us it takes some work. Bible study
and Sunday School classes (not to mention programs
like Education for Ministry) are essential for building
the foundation on which your evangelism stands. The
questions and push-backs are answered by the solid
spiritual formation that occurs through careful–and
caring–education.
Think about it. It was evangelism, in one form or
another, that brought Jesus Christ and His Church into
your life. For that to continue to be true for others it
takes our purposefulness in sharing the faith. It doesn’t
happen automatically. Culture no longer presupposes or
encourages it (in fact, culture is working actively against
it), and we can’t wait around for others to do it. It could
easily be argued that our broader society is the least
evangelized now than at any point in the past 700 or 800
years. We are the Christians who face and must own
that reality if there are to be Christians after us. Your
evangelism is the answer–the good news. t

Calendar
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January
6

Monthly Integrity/Charlottesville; St. Paul’s Memorial,
Charlottesville; 7 p.m.

8

Ordination to the Priesthood; Emmanuel,
Harrisonburg; 5 p.m. The Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor,
bishop of Western North Carolina, will ordain Sara
Caroline Ardrey-Graves to the sacred order of priests
Ordination to the Priesthood; Trinity, Fredericksburg;
11 a.m. The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, bishop of
West Virginia, will ordain Amy Porterfield Turner and
Brian William Turner to the sacred order of priests.

21-22

Contemplative Retreat; St. James’s, Richmond. Brother
Geoffrey Tristram will lead attendees under the theme
“Be Still and Know that I am God.”

29

Centennial Speaker Series with the Very Rev. Martin
Smith; St. Stephen’s, Richmond; 9 a.m.

February
5

Ordination to the Vocational Diaconate; St. Alban’s,
Annandale; 10:30 a.m.

Pre-Council Open Hearings; St. Stephen’s, Richmond;
10 a.m.

10

13

26

Fresh Start; Trinity, Fredericksburg.

Centennial Speaker Series with Harvey Cox;
St. Stephen’s, Richmond; 9 a.m.

20

Annual Council Early Registration.

21-22

Annual Council; Regency Hyatt, Reston.
Committee on Race Relations Seeks
New Members
The Committee on Race Relations of
the Diocese of Virginia is seeking to expand
membership. To serve in this ministry, a person
needs to have a willingness to:
•L
 earn about one’s own culture and other cultures
represented in the Diocese of Virginia;
• Participate in the work of the Committee, attending
meetings and serving on a sub-committee;
•F
 oster the work of the Diocese’s anti-racism
training program.
To nominate yourself or another person for
consideration, please fill out the online nomination
form (www.thediocese.net—>Resources—>Forms).

Who We Are
In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 73 million Anglicans in 38
member provinces.
The Archbishop of Canterbury
The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan Williams
In the United States
A community of 2.2 million members in 110 dioceses
in the Americas and abroad. Organized 1789.
The Presiding Bishop
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
Episcopal Seat: The Washington National Cathedral
In the Diocese of Virginia
A community of more than 80,000 baptized members
and 424 clergy in 38 counties of central, northern and
northwestern Virginia, serving the world through 181
congregations, six schools, two diocesan centers and
six diocesan homes, and home to the largest Anglican
seminary in the world. Organized 1785.
The Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood Johnston
The Bishop Suffragan
The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones
The Assistant Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Edwin F. Gulick Jr.

Fresh Start; Trinity, Fredericksburg.

Grant-Making in the Diocese
Funding the common ministries of your Diocese
is made possible with gifts your congregations make
to support the annual operating budget. Funding for
the grant making of your Diocese is made possible
by your individual gifts.
The grants – Fund for Human Need, Mustard
Seed and World Mission Fund – are made to support
the five priorities of the Diocese: Youth and Young
Adult Formation, Strengthening Our Congregations,
Evangelism/Proclamation, Multi Cultural/Ethnic
Ministries and Mission Beyond Ourselves.
100% of your gift will be used to fund outreach
grants to our parishes.
ICRIBINKI
I Can’t Remember It Because I Never Knew It
Please visit www.thediocese.net to give a gift
to support grant-making by the Diocese. Your gift
can be made in honor or in memory of a loved one.

The Mayo Memorial Church House:
110 W. Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23220-5095
804-643-8451, 800-DIOCESE, FAX 804-644-6928.
Episcopal Seat:
The Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration, Orkney Springs
How to Reach the Diocesan Staff
Call 800-DIOCESE (346-2373) or 804-643-8451.
Paris Ball, Director of Christian Formation
pball@thediocese.net
Buck Blanchard, Director of Mission and Outreach
bblanchard@thediocese.net
Mary Anne Bryant, Administrative Assistant, World Mission
mabryant@thediocese.net
Henry Burt, Secretary of the Diocese, Chief of Staff
hburt@thediocese.net
Joy Buzzard, Financial Administrator
jbuzzard@thediocese.net
Frances Caldwell, Director of Development and Stewardship
fcaldwell@thediocese.net
Emily Cherry, Communications Officer
echerry@thediocese.net
Laura Cramer, Benefits Administrator
lcarmer@thediocese.net
Tyler Fox, Administrative Assistant to Bishop Jones
tfox@thediocese.net
The Rev. Canon Susan Goff, Canon to the Ordinary
sgoff@thediocese.net
Cathy Gowen, Administrative Assistant to Canon to the Ordinary
cgowen@thediocese.net
Kathlyn Jones, Administrative Assistant, Office of Christian Formation
kjones@thediocese.net
Wilbert “Skeet” Jones, Sexton 		
Ed Keithly, Clerk
clerk@thediocese.net
Michael J. Kerr, Treasurer
mkerr@thediocese.net
Mildred Lofton, Bookkeeper
mlofton@thediocese.net
Anna Moncure, Administrative Assistant to the Secretary
amoncure@thediocese.net
Lindsay Ryland, Transition Ministry Officer
lryland@thediocese.net
Karen Smith, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
ksmith@thediocese.net
Michael Wade, Assistant to the Director of Christian Formation
mwade@thediocese.net
Amy Williams, Administrative Assistant to Bishop Johnston
awilliams@thediocese.net
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Bishops’ Visitations
Bishop Johnston

January 6
p.m.
Epiphany, Oak Hill
January 9
a.m.
St. Francis’, Goochland
January 16
a.m.
Resurrection, Alexandria
p.m.
San Marcos, Alexandria
January 30
a.m.
St. Peter’s, Purcellville
p.m.
Good Shepherd, Bluemont
February 6
a.m.	Christ Ascension,
Richmond
p.m.
Varina, Richmond

Bishop Jones

January 23
a.m.
Christ Church, Luray
p.m.
St. George’s, Stanley
p.m.	St. Paul’s (Shenandoah),
Ingham
January 30
a.m.
Meade Memorial, Alexandria
February 13
a.m.
St. Matthew’s, Richmond
February 20
a.m.
St. Mary’s, Berryville
a.m.
Grace, Berryville
February 27
a.m.
Grace, The Plains

January 9
a.m.
Piedmont, Madison
p.m.
Grace, Stanardsville
January 16
a.m.
Ware, Gloucester
p.m.
Christ Church, Middlesex
January 23
a.m.	Immanuel-on-the-Hill,
Alexandria
January 30
a.m.
St. Michael’s, Arlington
p.m.
Trinity, Arlington

February 13
a.m.
St. Stephen’s, Catlett
p.m.
Grace, Casanova

February 20
a.m.
Leeds, Markham
p.m.
Calvary, Front Royal

February 20
a.m.
Emmanuel, Harrisonburg

Death
t Mrs. Mary Brewer Allen, widow of the late Rev. Charles R. Allen,
died on Sunday, December 5, 2010. Mrs. Allen was a member of Grace,
Kilmarnock and a volunteer at Historic Christ Church, Irvington.
A memorial celebration took place on Friday, December 10 at Grace,
Kilmarnock.

Allen Jamerson, administrative
assistant to the Office of
Development & Stewardship,
left diocesan staff in December
to pursue a call to culinary
school. Mr. Jamerson joined
diocesan staff in July 2009 as
Bishop Johnston’s first clerk. He
started working with Frances
Caldwell, director of the Office
of Development & Stewardship,
in spring 2010. “Allen’s positive
spirit and hardworking attitude
were great gifts to the Diocese,”
said Bishop Johnston. “We’re
happy to wish him well as he
discerns this exciting call and
develops his culinary talent.”
When this paper went
to press, the Diocese was in
the search process for a new
administrative assistant for
Development & Stewardship.

January 2
a.m.
Epiphany, Richmond

February 6
a.m.
Trinity, Fredericksburg

February 13
a.m.
Christ Church, Spotsylvania
p.m.
St. Asaph’s, Bowling Green

Jamerson Leaves
Diocesan Staff

Bishop Gulick

February 27
a.m.	St. Paul’s Memorial,
Charlottesville

Clergy Changes
t The Rev. Jellico Bright retired
from his ministry to Calvary
Church, Hanover Courthouse on
January 2. He served as vicar there
since 2001.
t The Rev. Gary Goldacker will
serve as interim rector at St. Andrew’s,
Burke, beginning January 9. He is
coming to St. Andrew’s from Las
Vegas, where he served as interim
rector at All Saints’ Church.
t The Rev. Canon Alonzo C.
Pruitt will serve as part-time
vicar of Calvary Church, Hanover
Courthouse. He will continue his
ministry as chaplain and under
sheriff to the Richmond City Jail.
t The Rev. Ann Ritonia, assistant
rector at Christ Church, Winchester,
has accepted the call of Church of the
Good Shepherd in Orange, Conn., to
be the rector. She will leave Christ
Church in January and begin her new
ministry on February 1, 2011.

t The Rev. John Seville of the
Diocese of Chicago has accepted
the call of St. Paul’s, Ivy to serve as
interim rector. He most recently
served as interim rector of the
Memorial Church of the Good
Shepherd Church in Parkersburg,
W.Va. His ministry there will begin
on January 10.
t The Rev. Benson E. Shelton has
been called as assistant rector at St.
Francis’, Great Falls. He is a 2010
graduate of Virginia Theological
Seminary out of the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia, where he
has served as priest in charge at St.
Paul’s Church in Martinsville.
t The Rev. Shearon Sykes
Williams of the Diocese of
Washington has accepted the call
of St. George’s, Arlington as rector.
She began her ministry there on
the first Sunday of Advent. She
recently served as interim vicar at
St. Gabriel’s, Leesburg.
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La carTa del obispo

¡El evangelismo es una Buena Noticia!

E

Evangelismo. La palabra literalmente significa “buenas
noticias.”
Preguntas: ¿Buenas noticias sobre qué? ¿Para quién?
¿Por qué es una buena noticia?
Reacción: Los evangelistas son una cierta clase de
personas... ¡y yo no soy como ellos! Cuando se trata de
religión, nosotros no debemos meternos con las ideas de
otras personas. El evangelismo es la tarea del sacerdote
o del diácono. Etc, etc, etc…
Creo que nosotros tenemos que volver a considerar
estas cuestiones y reacciones si queremos hablar de
evangelismo en la Iglesia Episcopal. Creo entender
por qué es así, pero en realidad es algo lamentable en
nuestra tradición. Simplemente tenemos que superar
nuestros temores y temblores cuando hablamos de
evangelismo. Después de todo, el evangelismo no tiene
que ser parecido o igual a lo que se ve en televisión o
escuchamos de predicadores ambulantes. Está bien.
Yo he visto paquetes que se dejan en la puerta de calle
o hacer visitas inesperadas funciona bastante bien
para ciertas iglesias similares a las nuestras como la
Metodista Unida o Luterana, pero debo admitir que
generalmente nosotros no sabemos hacer algo como
esto. Pero debo decir que debe haber mucho más que
técnicas detrás de estos esfuerzos (como en verdad
ocurre con los metodistas o luteranos). Y seré el primero
en reconocer que nosotros tenemos todo lo necesario
para hacer que el verdadero evangelismo sea una parte
dinámica de la vida cristiana de los episcopales.
Si usted es un cristiano, usted debe ser un
evangelista. Punto. Los cristianos son personas que
transmiten su (aunque sea en diferentes formas) y que
acerca a otros a la fe en Jesucristo como Dios encarnado.
Pero este evangelismo debe ser auténticamente suyo y
ser algo naturalmente propio. Esto quiere decir que su
ministerio de evangelismo le será inherentemente único.
Algo que no le es “natural” será percibido justamente
por lo que en realidad es y también por lo que no es. Pero
yo creo que usted es una persona de fe incluso de lo que
usted deja percibir o que usted tal vez se considere.
Su evangelismo debe comenzar con lo fundamental.
Usted cree en Dios y en Jesús como el Hijo de Dios y
esto es importante para usted. Entonces usted habla
sobre este tema con sus amigos y familiares. Si no es
así, ¿por qué? ¿Demasiado personal? ¿Le da vergüenza?
Pregúntese a usted mismo o pregúntele a su pastor. ¡Por
amor de Dios (y digo estas palabras con mucha cautela)
no tenga vergüenza de hacerlo! Considere que aun
aquellos cristianos que aparentan tener una buena vida
de fe podrían apreciar unas pocas palabras de aliento o
sentirse apoyado por lo que ustedes tienen en común.
Creo que no sabemos valorar el “evangelismo” con
nuestros amigos episcopales. En esta época debemos
saber apoyarnos los unos a los otros. Dependemos de
Jesús para gracia en nuestra vida y en la vida eternal de
manera que lo mínimo que podríamos hacer es hablar
de Él (¡si, por su nombre!) en una forma personal y
convincente con aquellos que forman parte de su círculo
de relaciones.

¿Soy muy ingenuo al pensar
que se trata de ser abierto (y
concedo que no es tan simple)
y directo con otras personas
cuando surja la oportunidad?
Nosotros solemos recomendar
con entusiasmo a películas
que hemos visto o restaurantes
donde hemos comido: ¿y por
qué no una iglesia? Usted podría
decir: “Bueno… esto es diferente. Si alguien asiste o
no a una iglesia es un tema estrictamente de su propia
responsabilidad.” Estaré de acuerdo con esto si al mismo
tiempo acepta que hacerle saber a otras personas sobre
su iglesia o instarlos a explorar su fe es de su propia
responsabilidad.
Creo que uno de los temas que se presenta cuando
se trata de la resistencia al evangelismo es sentir que
de alguna u otra forma uno “no está calificado.” Por
ejemplo, se siente que uno no sabe mucho y que otros
saben más: “¿quién soy yo para hablar sobre Dios
en la vida personal?” ¿Le resulta familiar? Entonces
permítanme sugerirles que quizás la mejor forma de
prepararse para el evangelismo es la formación cristiana.
Y admitamos en este momento que todos reconocemos
que muchos de nosotros no estamos participando
activamente en la formación cristiana. (Claro que si
usted lo está, tómese la tarea de invitar y estimular a
otros a que también lo hagan). Ciertamente hay personas
que naturalmente, y a veces inconscientemente, dotados
para compartir o inspirar la fe, pero para la mayoría de
nosotros requiere un poco de esfuerzo. El estudio bíblico
y las clases de escuela dominical (y otros programas
como Education for Ministry) son fundamentales para
consolidar el cimiento sobre el que debe afirmarse su
evangelismo. Las cuestiones y las reacciones pueden ser
contestadas mediante la sólida formación espiritual que
es producto de una cuidadosa y dedicada educación.
Piensen en esto. El evangelismo, de una forma u
otra, fue la razón que hizo presente a Jesucristo y su
Iglesia en su propia vida. Para que esto continúe siendo
una realidad es necesario que seamos determinados
en compartir nuestra fe. Pero no es algo automático. La
cultura ya no lo presupone o lo apoya (en realidad, la
cultura activamente se opone) y no podemos esperar
que otros lo hagan por nosotros. Podría decirse
sencillamente que nuestra sociedad actual está menos
evangelizada que lo estaba hace unos 700 u 800 años.
Nosotros somos los cristianos que debemos hacernos
cargo y debemos enfrentar la realidad de la continuidad
del cristianismo. Su tarea de evangelismo es la
respuesta: esta es la buena noticia. t

– Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Mansella.
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Gulick, and one that he developed
during his time in Kentucky. The
formation of the next generation of
lay and ordained leaders through
All Saints’, the diocesan camp
and conference center, was a large
priority for his ministry. Under his
episcopate, All Saints’ grew from 19
campers in 1993 to over 200 campers
in 2010. “Seven ordained clergy
have come out of their summers
at All Saints’,” said Bishop Gulick.
“Kentucky has a very large number
of millennial and Generation X

Photo: Emily Cherry

parish priest for 20 years, serving at
churches in the dioceses of Southern
Virginia and Maryland. This will be
Bishop Gulick’s first time serving as
an ordained person in the Diocese
of Virginia. “It feels like I’m home,”
noted Bishop Gulick, who lives with
his wife on their family farm in
Fauquier County.
A cradle Episcopalian, Bishop
Gulick grew up attending St.
Stephen’s, Catlett, and playing the
organ for the yoked parishes in

Bishop Gulick addresses the 250 people gathered at the Episcopal Church Women meeting at
St. George’s, Fredericksburg in October 2010.

Casanova. “My father would sit
down with me during the week and
I would play the piano that we had
in our house, and he would sing
with me. The rector would suggest
several hymns for me to practice.” He
added, “It’s one of the reasons I’m so
passionate about children’s ministry. I
think the great gift St. Stephen’s gave
to me was I was taken seriously as a
person, not as a child to be managed.”
Growing young people’s gifts
and callings is a passion of Bishop

clergy, and that’s something I am
particularly proud of.”
Mission and outreach, too, are
ministry priorities that will carry
over to his new episcopate. “Like
the Diocese of Virginia, we also in
Kentucky have been impacted by a
large refugee contingent from the
Sudan,” noted Bishop Gulick. “We
have a large Sudanese congregation
and have been passionately involved
in their lives.” This year, Bishop
Gulick was able to ordain the first

deacon for the Sudanese community.
“Throughout the different kinds of
tensions in the Episcopal Church, we
maintained a companion relationship
with the Diocese of Rwanda,” added
Bishop Gulick. “Some of the mission
emphasis in this diocese feels like a
natural continuation for me.”
During his time in Virginia,
Bishop Gulick will maintain a full
schedule of visitations to churches, in
addition to a special focus on pastoral
care and response to clergy and
their families. That focus is an area
in which Bishop Gulick has plenty
of experience; prior to becoming
a bishop, he graduated from the
Shalem Institute, a spiritual direction
organization in Washington, D.C.
“I’ve loved the deep privilege of
being a pastor to my fellow pastors,”
said Bishop Gulick. “It’s exciting to
know that pastoral care will be a
main dimension of my job, because
it’s what I most loved about being
bishop in the Diocese of Kentucky.”
Bishop Gulick also looks
forward to supporting growth at
Shrine Mont. “I found my calling as
a Christian at Shrine Mont through
St. George’s Camp,” where he spent
six years as a counselor and two
years as assistant director. “One of
the things I so look forward to is
working with Kirk Gibson in his
development efforts.” He added,
“I think it’s wonderful the way
Shrine Mont has evolved. It just
cast a much wider net. It’s smart,
strategically, to be able to make use
of young peoples’ natural interests
and affinities.”
Now that Bishop Gulick and
his wife are back in Virginia, they
plan on spending more time with
their three adult children and their
families, all of whom live in the
Virginia or Washington, D.C. area. t

Being Christian in the 21st Century

Marcus Borg to visit St. George’s, Fredericksburg

M

Marcus J. Borg, canon theologian
at Trinity Cathedral, Portland, Ore.
and biblical and Jesus scholar, will
join members of the Diocese March
13-14 at St. George’s, Fredericksburg
for a series of discussions on a
vibrant model of Christianity. The
author of 19 books, Dr. Borg was
chair of religion and culture in the
philosophy department at Oregon
State University until his retirement
in 2007.

Sunday, March 13, 10 a.m.: “What’s Christianity
All About?” Free and open to the public.
Sunday, March 13, 7 p.m.: “An Emerging
Form of Christianity Today.” Cost is $9 advance
registration, $10 at the door. Attend both
evening sessions for $18 advance registration,
$20 at the door. Visit stgeorgesevents.
wordpress.com to register.
Monday, March 14, 9 a.m.: “What is the
Gospel?” This event for diocesan clergy is
sponsored by the Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston,
the Rev. Jim Dannals and the Rev. Gay Rahn.

15

Discuss the heart and core of the Christian
message. Continental breakfast at 9 a.m.
followed by session from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Please RSVP to Nancy Schwartz at office@
stgeorgesepiscopal.net or 540-373-4133.
Monday, March 14, 7 p.m.: “Telling the
Story of Jesus Today.” Cost is $9 advance
registration, $10 at the door. Attend both
evening sessions for $18 advance registration,
$20 at the door. Visit stgeorgesevents.
wordpress.com to register. t
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Outside the Box… And Chancel
Worship gets creative for Virginia churches
By Emily Cherry

E

Ever joined in an online worship
service? Or spent your Sunday
worship time praying and walking
dogs with fellow parishioners? How
about worshipping God by singing
hymns – in a bar? Churches in
Virginia know how to get creative
with their worship. Whether the
goal is to appeal to new members or
to get parishioners more involved
in and excited about worship, here
are just a few examples of Virginia
parishes that have stepped outside
of the box with their worship with
great success.
Outreach as Worship
When All Souls’, Mechanicsville
sought to combine their desire
to worship in a church setting
with their hope to get involved in
community outreach, they came up
with an innovative solution. One
weekend each month, the mission
congregation – which typically
worships in a school space at Cool
Spring Elementary – borrows
the sanctuary at nearby Messiah
Lutheran for a worship service on
Saturday evening. Not wanting to
forgo their Sunday worship entirely,
the group instead dedicates that
Sunday morning to a communal
outreach project.
On “Service Sunday,” the
congregation gathers at the agreed
upon site, spends time in prayer and
then gets to work. Past projects have
included cleaning the sidewalks
and flower beds at Richmond Hill
Residential Community & Retreat
Center; hosting a Halloween party
at Peter Paul Development Center;
and walking dogs with BARK, a
local dog rescue organization. “We
are trying to do things that include
the whole family” to appeal to a
variety of age groups, explained the
Rev. Barbara Marques, vicar.
“It’s an opportunity to get
to know one another in a really
different way,” said Ms. Marques.
“Walking dogs, face paining – you
talk about different things than you
do after church.” It’s “an in-reach
opportunity, as well,” she added.
Online, Live and Loving It
For years, members of St.
James’s, Richmond could tunein to a local AM radio station to
hear a live broadcast of Sunday
worship. But “we were increasingly

finding that we were spending
large amounts of money for a very
weak signal,” explained the Rev.
Randy Hollerith, rector. So a team
from St. James’s decided to do
some research. They were looking
for a way to offer a better-quality
broadcast of their service at a
reasonable cost.
St. James’s found their solution
in live Webcasting. Each Sunday
morning, if you visit doers.org and
click the “Watch Live” link, you’ll
see a live broadcast of the service.
Thayer Montague, a former
vestry member, was a member of
the team that did the background
research for live Webcasting. “We
didn’t want it to become something
that took away from the service,”
explained Mr. Montague. So
they placed two small cameras
strategically in the sanctuary, and
situated the monitor in a separate
room located off the sanctuary.
They then trained a corps of 15
volunteers to operate the cameras
for each service.
Now, they can track the number
of people who go online to view the
Sunday services, and are seeing an
average of 130-140 online viewers
each Sunday. “I was a little blown
away at the numbers,” said Mr.
Montague. The team had done
their research by contacting other
churches who had used similar
technology, including St. George’s
Episcopal Church in Nashville,
Tenn., but still didn’t have a good
estimate of anticipated number
of viewers. “It was a little scary
thinking, ‘Are we doing something
just because it’s cool and different,
or is it going to be something
meaningful for folks?’” said Mr.
Montague. “Over the course of the
months, the numbers haven’t waned.
It’s been a pleasant surprise.”
The Web site also archives past
services online. “People love the
archives,” said Mr. Hollerith. “Our
Web site is very much geared to be
a welcoming site for newcomers,”
he explained, and the archive “gives
newcomers a really great place to
come and check us out.”
In the future, St. James’s has
plans to use the live Webcasting to
broadcast the service in the parish
hall for overflow during large
services, and to allow broadcasting
at weddings for out-of-town guests.

Initially, “We did have some
conversation about whether it
would hurt attendance in the pews,
”said Mr. Hollerith, “and we haven’t
noticed any negative impact at all.”
Beer & Hymns
Members of St. Luke’s, Remington
and Grace, the Plains have found a
new place to worship to supplement
their regular Sunday services – and
the location might surprise you. The
first and third Wednesday of every
month will find a group gathered
in a private room at the Black Bear
Bistro for Beer & Hymns. “It’s real
simple,” said the Rev. Joie Weiher,
rector of St. Luke’s and vicar of
Christ Church, Brandy Station: “We
drink beer, we sing hymns.”
The group got the idea from
a Lutheran pastor in Denver. Ms.
Weiher and the Rev. Matt Johnson,
associate rector at Grace, The Plains,
spearheaded the effort, with Grace’s
organist, Eric Dombrowski, on
board to provide the music. Beer &
Hymns is a concept that has become
popular in England and is gaining
steam in the United States. “We use
this as an opportunity for not only
fellowship and worship… but also
to teach,” said Ms. Weiher.
“We’re really looking at lots
of different traditions here to try
to cast a wide net,” explained Ms.
Weiher, whose background is in
music. “Music is very important
to me, so this is another way I can
both learn and participate and
encourage others to participate in
musical offerings.”
The group averages 10-13
people, and received some positive
publicity after including their
event in a calendar listing in a local
community paper. “One of the
editors saw it and he just showed
up,” said Ms. Weiher, resulting in an
article in the Fauquier, Gainesville
and Culpeper community papers.
The group does take requests,
and keeps track of the hymns
people have chosen. “The things
that really seem to be crowd
pleasers are the hymns that have
deep American tradition, that may
have come out of southern harmony
or the shape note tradition,” said
Ms. Weiher. “[We] don’t want it to
be so structured that it hampers fun
and creativity.” t
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No Place Like Church for the Holidays
By Emily Cherry

Photo: Natalie Johnson

T

Thanksgiving dinner is more
than just a family event for the
parishioners of Abingdon Church,
White Marsh. For 20 years now,
Abingdon has sponsored a
community Thanksgiving dinner.
“People just realized there was
a need in the community and
Abingdon was looking – as we’re
always looking – for a way to meet
that need,” said Barbara AllisonBryan, junior warden. The dinner
grew out of Abingdon’s commitment
to provide Meals on Wheels to
local residents on holidays. So each
Thanksgiving finds the members
of Abingdon Church sending out
80 or so meals through Meals on
Wheels, but also welcoming the
local community to the church for a
Thanksgiving feast.
“Attendance fluctuates
depending on the economic situation
in the country,” said Dr. AllisonBryan. 2009 saw 200 folks, while 2010
brought in 125. But the meal isn’t
just for those who are down on their
luck. “The target audience is anyone

(From left) Bernie Gettings, Diane Herman
and David Fask help serve a Thanksgiving
feast for the community at Abingdon,
White Marsh.

who doesn’t have some else to have
Thanksgiving,” said Dr. AllisonBryan. “It’s about community – it’s
not about finances.”
“Almost everybody in the
parish participates in some way or
another,” said Dr. Allison-Bryan.
Children in the Sunday school
classes collect canned hams and
fixings and package them for
distribution to those who can’t
attend the Thanksgiving dinner.
Parishioners volunteer to set-up,
cook, serve food and clean-up

afterward. “Thanksgiving is a time
people want to reach out,” noted
Dr. Allison-Bryan. Leann Shelton,
outreach chair, and Natalie Johnson
oversaw this year’s event, which was
a first for the Rev. Sven van Baars,
Abingdon’s new rector. “He was
there from before the doors opened
and he was the last one to leave,”
said Dr. Allison-Bryan.
For Dr. Allison-Bryan’s family,
the community Thanksgiving
at Abingdon is something of
an institution. “Since the very
beginning [when our eldest daughter
was seven], we’ve had a slumber
party the night before, where the
kids stayed up all night and made
turkeys that went in and out of the
oven,” she recalls. This year, that
same daughter’s boyfriend and his
parents were invited to get in on the
action. “Our daughter decided that
this was the best way to meet our
family,” said Dr. Allison-Bryan. “It
is the only Thanksgiving dinner the
Bryans have done in 20 years.” t

6W*HRUJH¶V&ROOHJH-HUXVDOHP


$&HQWHULQWKH+RO\/DQGIRU)LHOG

:RUN6WXG\DQG5HIOHFWLRQ






9LVLW-HUXVDOHP0RXQWRI2OLYHV%HWKOHKHP*DOLOHH1D]DUHWK&DSHUQDXP«

&RXUVHVLQ(J\SW7XUNH\DQG-RUGDQIRFXVRQ'HVHUW6SLULWXDOLW\WKH/LIH/HWWHUVDQG
7KHRORJ\RI6W3DXODQGWKH6HYHQ(FXPHQLFDO&RXQFLOVRIWKH(DUO\&KXUFK
YLVLWRXUZHESDJHDWZZZVJFMHUXVDOHPRUJFRQWDFWXVDWUHJLVWUDU#VWJHRUJHVRUJLO

6KRUW&RXUVHVDOO\HDUURXQG

18

News of The Diocese

The Other Tie that Binds

Food festivals promote visibility, fellowship
By Emily Cherry

Berry Time
Though Emmanuel, Delaplane
has been celebrating the Strawberry
Festival, in its current form, since
1976, the event has its roots in
the turn of the century, when
strawberries were pulled from the
local crop. Today, to guarantee
adequate quantities of fruit for the
hordes of hungry festival-goers,
Emmanuel is forced to import the
berries. But wherever they come
from, one thing’s for certain: people
may come for the strawberries, but
they stay for the fun.
The Strawberry Festival takes
place every Memorial Day weekend
at Sky Meadow State Park, just
north of Delaplane, and is an effort
led by Emmanuel Church with
plenty of help from volunteers and
community organizations. “The
phrase that we walk away from the
festival with is ‘the little church
that could,’” said Laura Louden,
the new chair of the festival.
“What we’re able to put on for this
weekend is huge.” And that’s not
an understatement. Each year, the
Strawberry Festival draws about
10,000 people to Fauquier County.
“It’s not about increasing
the membership” of the church,
explained Ms. Louden. “It has a lot
to do with just recreating this oldfashioned country fair.” And that
means funnel cakes, hamburgers
and hot dogs, and, of course,
strawberry shortcake. And bushels
of strawberries. And strawberries

and cream. Not to mention the
popular strawberry eating contest.
But the focus isn’t all on
food. Attendees are treated to
entertainment, face painting,
children’s games and craft vendors,
too, offering a little something
for everyone. “We’ve seen just a
great diversity of folks” come to
the festival, said Ms. Louden. And
next year, “our new edge is trying
to do as much advertising as we
can that’s through electronic social
media,” she added.

things we were looking for was a
way to sort of wave the flag and
say, ‘We’re still here. We’re still part
of the community.’”
And that’s just what they did.
The first Oysters & Oldies event
brought 300 people together at local
historic Roanoke Farm, owned
and offered as a venue by Mason
Brent, a friend of St. Stephen’s.
In December 2011, St. Stephen’s
celebrated its fourth oyster roast.
Volunteers dump baskets of
steamed oysters onto long tables

Photo: Kathleen Kirby
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In families and homes, among
friends and strangers, food is the
great unifier. Bringing people
together in times of celebration and
sorrow, food binds diners together
in fellowship. And that’s a bind
that churches are particularly well
versed in using to their advantage.
From bake sales to potlucks, food
is a central part of most churches’
communal lives, and often plays a
central role in outreach efforts, too.
The food festival, in particular, is
an outlet that lets churches come
together as a congregation, raise
some money, have some fun and
even promote visibility in the
community – all while enjoying
some good eats. Here are a few
churches that combine food and
fellowship with particularly
pleasing results.

At St. Stephen’s, Heathsville’s annual Oysters & Oldies Festival, attendees bring their own
shucking knives and enjoy baskets of steamed oysters at Roanoke Farm.

From Bluegrass to Oysters
For St. Stephen’s, Heathsville,
their two annual food-focused
events are certainly important for
fellowship and fundraising. But
for this continuing congregation,
it’s also about morale and
identity. After a majority of the
congregation voted to leave the
Episcopal Church in 2006 and
kept the Episcopal church home,
the group from St. Stephen’s
decided to continue worshipping
as Episcopalians in a new
location. The CANA congregation
worshipping in St. Stephen’s
church home continued to put
on their annual events, such as
a strawberry festival and a craft
fair. “It was a struggle for us to
really lose some of our identity in
those events,” said Bill Kirby, a St.
Stephen’s parishioner. “One of the

and oyster-lovers can dive right
in – most equipped with their own
oyster knives.
The congregation also bands
together for Barbecue and Bluegrass,
a spring festival complete with a
roast pig and a live bluegrass band.
“One of the things that’s touched
me … is the amount of support
and help we’ve got in putting these
things on,” said Mr. Kirby. They’ve
received support from Heathsville
United Methodist, the church
where they originally worshipped
after reforming their congregation,
as well as the help of a group of
“friends of St. Stephen’s” – members
of the local community who support
the church and its efforts.
Funds benefit St. Stephen’s
outreach projects, which include
a local hospice and a safe water

/ Food continued on page 19
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ministry. “I think it’s been good
for the congregation to have
something to rally around,” said
Mr. Kirby. “A lot of people were
feeling hurt and felt a loss from
not having events that had been so
closely related with us, so now we
have our own events that generate
a lot of interest and enthusiasm.”

Photo: John Haddad

Men Get to Work
When a group of men at St.
Thomas’, Richmond decided to get
involved in outreach and ministry,
it was with a very specific purpose
in mind. “Darn it, guys, the women
are doing everything around here,”
parishioner Garry Gallagher noted.

a festival that St. Thomas’ had
conducted in past years in
conjunction with the nonprofit
group Connor’s Heroes, but this
year tackled themselves. “Folks in
the neighborhood came together
that you don’t normally see,” said
Steve Cummings, another member
of the Men’s Corps. About 3,000
people attended the neighborhood
festival, which brought together
bands, vendors, food and fund.
Thanks to perfect weather,
hardworking volunteers and
corporate sponsors, the event was a
success. “People wanted to tour the
church; people wanted to come in,”
said Mr. Cummings.
All told, the 2010 efforts of the

All ages come out for St. Thomas’, Richmond’s Oystoberfest, a community festival organized
by the church’s Men’s Corps that combines food and fellowship with entertainment and music.

“We need funds. We need to be
involved. Let’s start a men’s corps
with the prime emphasis on joining
in the fundraising efforts.” Food
proved to be the perfect outlet for
those efforts.
The group’s first fundraising
event came through a moment
of serendipity, when the
neighborhood pool across the
street from the church was looking
for an organization to sell food
and drinks on weekends. The
St. Thomas’ Men’s Corps was
the group for the job, and so
started “Back-Gate Gourmet.”
Each weekend of summer 2010,
parishioners would volunteer to
man the grill and sell hot dogs
and hamburgers at the gate of the
neighborhood pool.
Most recently, the Men’s Corps
took charge of the Oystoberfest,

Men’s Corps raised $12,000 for the
church’s 70+ outreach projects,
which include a local shelter, a food
bank and a sewing guild. And aside
from the fundraising, the members
of the Men’s Corps themselves
have benefitted from these events.
“We truly are a corps now, because
we all understand each other,”
said Mr. Cummings. “We were
acquaintances through church
before; now, we’re true friends.”
“As a group of guys, we’re
ready to take on the world,” joked
Mr. Gallagher.
From Church to Table
Summer Saturdays are not
a quiet time for St. Stephen’s,
Richmond, when the paved
blacktop surrounding their church
building transforms from a
parking lot into a thriving farmers

market. Founded with the mission
to “connect our choices about the
foods we buy and eat to our call to
be stewards of God’s creation, as
we build community and support
local farmers,” the market was
conceived during the clergy and
vestry’s 2008 retreat to Atlanta,
where St. Philip’s Cathedral was
conducting a successful market.
St. Stephen’s decided to
follow the Atlanta model and
take advantage of their parking
lot and central location, and St.
Stephen’s Farmers Market was
born. Every Saturday from May
through October finds vendors
filling the St. Stephen’s parking lot,
selling everything from fruits and
vegetables to meats and pastas.
“I think that nearly the entire
staff is involved at church, from
communications to just being avid
supporters,” said Erin Wright,
market manager and former
Parish Youth Ministries committee
member. It’s a group effort that
needs that support, also pulling
from a volunteer pool of around
50 people.
2010 marked the second season
of the farmers market. “It did
grow significantly from the first
to second year,” said Ms. Wright,
who noted that average Saturday
attendance was around 350.
The market benefits St.
Stephen’s outreach ministry, too,
when vendors donate leftover or
unsold food to the church’s food
bank. “The key to all of this is to
put the food in the hands of the
people,” said Ms. Wright.
The farmers market is an
important part of St. Stephen’s
larger food wellness ministries,
which include a newly launched
online farmer’s market, enabling
shoppers to purchase fresh and
local food year-round; a “Food
Rules” class, which invites
parishioners to explore the link
between caring for soul and
body; “Blessings in the Kitchen,”
a cooking class offered in the
church’s own kitchen facilities; and
tai chi and yoga classes. t
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Focus on Food

Human Need grants provide nourishment

T

This fall, the Diocese awarded
almost $15,000 in grants to five
churches and organizations that
seek to feed a basic human need
that is not being met. This year,
the recipients of the Human
Need Grants all had one thing in
common: a focus on food ministries.
Christ Church, Millwood
Christ Church Cares Church
Pantry–$4,600
The outreach arm of Christ
Church, Millwood will use their
grant to purchase a commercial
refrigerator, freezer and shelving
for the only food pantry in the
area. Created in February 2010, the
ministry has already outgrown
existing equipment and facilities. In
September, Christ Church Cares fed
73 people in 29 households from the
rural villages of Millwood, Boyce and
White Post, helping ease financial
distress by providing healthful food.
Christ the King, Harrisonburg
Stop Hunger Now Event–$3,000
Christ the King partnered with
Stop Hunger Now, an organization
dedicated to international hunger

relief, to package 40,000 meals for
those in need. Grant funds helped
supply the dehydrated, fortified
rice-soy foods containing over 20
vitamins and minerals, especially
formulated for the undernourished.
A corps of volunteers from Christ the
King helped to organize, promote
and prepare this one-day event.
St. Andrew’s, Arlington
Vegetable Garden–$1,500
Now in its third year, the
garden at St. Andrew’s Church
provides vegetables for the
Arlington Food Assistance Center
(AFAC), an organization that the
church has long-supported through
donations of funds and canned
goods. Now fresh vegetables from
the largest volunteer garden in
Arlington, tended to by the youth
of St. Andrew’s, also benefit AFAC.
The church’s grant funds will go
toward a master gardener and
gardening supplies.
St. Andrew’s School, Richmond
Breakfast Program–$2,880
This Episcopal school for
students of poverty in Richmond

sponsors a breakfast program
to provide a healthy meal in an
effort to reduce the tardy rate. The
program strengthens academics
at St. Andrew’s by having the
students present and focused on
learning. St. Andrew’s will use
their grant to purchase food for the
hot breakfast. The school currently
serves 90 students in kindergarten
through fifth grade, all of whom
receive full scholarships.
St. Paul’s Church-on-the-Hill,
Winchester
St. Paul’s Table and Men’s
Mission–$3,000
The two principle outreach
ministries of St. Paul’s Churchon-the-Hill, Winchester provide
food to those in need. Volunteer
parishioners help operate St.
Paul’s Table, which collects nonperishables for the local Food Bank,
while preparing hot meals for the
local Men’s Mission. Human Need
funding will go towards meals and
supplies for both ministries. t

an extraordinary classroom

CHRISTCHURCH SCHOOL
Great journeys begin at the river!
a curriculum for the 21st century

An Episcopal college preparatory school located on the Rappahannock River.
Boys boarding and co-educational day school for grades 9-12 and PG
www.christchurchschool.org | 804-758-2306
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Looking Forward with Innovation

Standing Committee reports back from retreat
By Emily Cherry

I

Innovation and vision were the
keywords that came out of the
Standing Committee’s overnight
retreat at Roslyn this past fall. As the
council of advice to the bishop, the
12-member committee examined
the state of affairs of the Episcopal
Church in Virginia and brainstormed
how to face the challenges presented
by today’s cultural and technological
landscapes.
The Committee centered its
retreat around four questions that
focused on present situations and
future solutions.
What is the current situation in
Virginia as we see it?
By examining how people live
and interact in Virginia – not just in
the Church – the Committee aimed
to take a broader look at some of
the challenges facing the Church
community. “Virginia is now a multicultural, multi-ethnic and multilingual society,” the Committee notes.
“There is a yearning for intimacy.
Younger generations see technology

(texts, Facebook, cell phones) as filling
that need, while older generations
see those same things as impeding
intimacy. The older generation
is cautious about the future and
inclined to hold onto positions of
influence to assert control over the
unknown. The younger generation
can feel frozen out, seeing fewer
opportunities to exercise leadership
as long as the elders hang on. What
the generations share, though, is a
sense of uneasiness about the future.”
What is God up to here?
The Committee spent time
during its retreat examining
God’s role in the current situation.
“Our understanding of how
God is working during a time of
societal, cultural and institutional
disintegration calls us to continuing
discernment,” the Committee notes.
“The independent churches seem to
be taking people seriously while the
former ‘mainline’ churches are caught
up in peripheral conversations.” The
Committee added, “God is up to what

God has always been up to – tearing
down and building up.”
What is the opportunity for the
Episcopal Church now?
The Committee identified those
parts of the Episcopal Church that
might empower the Church to direct
new energy to new vision: “Our
polity is part of our opportunity.
We are flexible enough to work
with others. We can focus on
mission and the opportunities
that it brings to individual and
corporate faith experiences. We
have the episcopate which can
be used to name, empower, bless
and affirm ministries even as it
provides stability and grounding
for missional entrepreneurship.”
The Committee concluded, “Being
a diocese means we can plan and
think strategically for the geography
within our jurisdiction. We can
encourage ministries and move
resources to where they are needed.”
/ Innovation continued on page 22

400 Years and Counting

H

Historic St. John’s, Richmond
will ring in 2011 with a year-long
series of events marking the 400th
anniversary of the founding of
Henrico Parish. St. John’s is the
oldest existing church in the Henrico
Parish, whose geography once
spanned the present Chesterfield,
Powhatan and Goochland counties
and the city of Richmond.
On February 27, the Most
Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori,
the 26th Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church, will make history
in St. John’s Church by presiding
at worship, offered to God in
thanksgiving for 400 years as a
worshipping parish. The founders of
Henrico Parish began worshipping
God in Virginia in 1611.
Many of the 400th Anniversary
events programmed for 2011
focus on themes of freedom and
faith, complementing other events
designed to be fun and educational.
All activities are open to the public
and most are free, as part of St.
John’s outreach to the greater
Richmond community.

400 th Anniversary Events
“Let Freedom Ring,” January 16, 5 p.m. Worship service and Gospel choir.
Patrick Henry Reenactment with Historian Dr. Brent Tarter, February 20, 1:30 p.m.
Presiding Bishop Worship Service and Dinner, evening of February 27.
Antiques Appraisal Fair, April 16, 10 a.m.
Period Music Concert, May 7, 7 p.m. Baroque ensemble.
Memorial Day Celebration, May 29, 11 a.m.
Colonial Tea, June 12, 3 p.m.
Dr. Ed Ayers, the Episcopal Church during the Civil War, June 16, 7 p.m.
Discovering Our Parish’s Roots, September 17, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Bus trip
to Henricus.
Colonial Days, October 2, 1-4 p.m.
Music at St. John’s, late October.
Candlelight Harp Concert, December 3, 7 p.m.
Ornament and Wreath Workshop, December 10, 10 a.m. t

Presiding Bishop in Richmond
In addition to her visit to St. John’s, the Most. Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts
Schori will host a “Conversation with Our Presiding Bishop” at 9 a.m. prior to
preaching during a single 10 a.m. service on Sunday, February 27 at St. Paul’s,
Richmond (815 E. Grace St., 804-643-3589). All are welcome.
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Threats to Our Water

Committee on Stewardship of Creation hosts conference
By Susan Midland

Innovation continued from page 21 /

What can the Standing
Committee do to help the
Church take advantage of the
opportunity?
The Committee’s retreat led
to one general conclusion: “We
need to do many things differently.
We need to build on what we are
doing positively and creatively in
our Diocese, but critically examine
some other things we are doing
that may be holding us back. We
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Every day we turn faucets and knobs
and expect clean and abundant
water. For most of us, there is a
constant supply for all our daily
needs. Few of us think about the
increasing demands placed on the
streams, rivers, groundwater and
aquifers that supply our usable water.
On Saturday, September 18, the
diocesan Committee on Stewardship
of Creation convened a conference
and workshop at St. James-theLess, Ashland on water scarcity in
Virginia as an emerging crisis in
the state, particularly in the coastal
region constituting much of the area
encompassed by the Diocese.
The presentations brought to
attention the strains on regional
water resources resulting
from growing water demands.
Participants learned about the
extended drought from 1999-2002
that called policy-makers’ attention
to Virginia’s lack of preparedness,
growing dependence on finite water
resources. In the aftermath, the
Commonwealth established a new
regulatory structure to monitor and
approve permitting for surface and
groundwater withdrawals. Because
of limits on state and local budgetary
resources to fund monitoring and
modeling, Virginia’s capacity to
assess the health of ground water
resources has actually declined.
In addition, the federal, state
and local agencies responsible
for regulating water resources
sometimes have conflicting
perspectives and no mandate to
coordinate or to resolve policy
conflicts. Even with the limited
data available from existing
collection points, the conference
attendees learned that ground water
in parts of the coastal plain is being
drawn down significantly more
than projected.

Participants in the Committee on Stewardship of Creation’s fall conference discuss action
points for dealing with water scarcity issues.

In his conference presentation,
Frank Fletcher, a hydrogeologist and
fellow of the American Geological
Society, contended that Virginia
must soon shift to greater reliance
on such nontraditional water sources
as tertiary wastewater recycling or
desalination that have the potential
for providing a sustainable supply for
our future needs. This shift would
require research, development and
funding on an institutional-level.
Attendees spent the afternoon
in small groups that explored the
ethical and spiritual implications
of how individuals, communities
and institutions can address the
struggles for a sustainable water
supply. Each group developed a
list of suggested action points for
dealing with water issues:
• Diocesan-level: Enhance Shrine
Mont resources for stewardship
inspiration and education; publish
articles regularly on moral dimensions
of environmental stewardship; make
environmental stewardship a regular
program component in Annual Council.

think money is the problem; it isn’t.
Vision and risk taking on behalf of
our gospel imperative are what is
needed now and in our emerging
future. The money will be there if
the vision is God’s and we embrace
that vision.” With that in mind,
the Standing Committee hopes
that discussions on innovation
and creative ways forward in this
challenging environment in which
we live out our faith will continue

• Parish-level: Model mindful water
use through technology retrofits
and good stewardship practices;
include an environmental stewardship
component in parish retreat programs;
make publicity for stewardship
initiatives a regular feature in parish
newsletters.
• Household-level: Follow the regulatory
agendas of water resource agencies;
discuss stewardship issues with
family; express views as citizens;
support sympathetic advocacy
groups; take steps within homes to
support mindful stewardship.
• Committee-level: Engage in
outreach to parishes as speakers and
information and networking resources;
develop Web site as a diocesan portal
for information.

At its meeting in May, the
Committee will further consider the
action points, progress and what
further steps should be considered.
Visit caringforgodscreation.net for
water conservation measures and
conference materials. t

at all levels in the Diocese. The
Committee ultimately notes, “Such
innovation happens most effectively
when it is local and specific.” The
Committee will continue to consider
the outcomes of its retreat and how
it may support such innovation
and visioning that the Diocese may
achieve the mission of the Church
in this time and place. t
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Celebrating with Beethoven

B

denominations and churches and to
proclaim God’s love to the community
through music. The concert series
has brought together singers and
soloists from the community and
chancel choirs of area churches - St.
Alban’s, Annandale; St. Francis’
Korean, McLean; Holy Cross Korean,
Falls Church; St. John’s, McLean; St.
Patrick’s, Falls Church; St. Paul’s,
Bailey’s Crossroads; Trinity, Arlington;
Columbia Pike Community Chorus;
NOVA Community Chorus; and
Chamber Singers of Georgetown
University have participated.

The choir performs annually
on All Saints Sunday. Previous
offerings are Faure’s Requiem
(2000), Vivaldi’s Gloria (2001),
Handel’s Messiah (2002), Mozart’s
Requiem (2004), Haydn’s The
Creation (2005), Bach’s Cantata Ein
feste Burg ist unser Gott (2006),
Gounod’s Messe Solennelle en
l’honneur de Sainte Cécile (2007),
Mozart’s Credo Mass (2008,
performed at the Kennedy Center,
in Washington) and Schubert’s
Mass in F Major (2009).

Classifieds

Piano Lessons for Adults/Seniors in Richmond.
Also teenagers. Beginners to advanced. Build solid
classical foundation, develop artistic expression,
ergonomic technique. Play music you enjoy, with
pianist/composer Jamie K. Sims. 25 years experience
– mostly in NYC. Complimentary consultation. Near
Carytown. 804-355-0414, jksims@comcast.net.

Vacation Rental – Bayse, Virginia February
7-14, 2010, 4 bedroom 4 bath $1,000/week or 2
bedroom 2 bath $600/week. Plus Living Room w/
Sleep Sofa, Kitchen, Jacuzzi, Fireplace, Washer/
Dryer, Catv, etc. Skiing Bryce Mountain. 703931-5824.
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Based in northern Virginia, the Falls
Church Concert Choir celebrated
its 10th anniversary on November
7 with a concert featuring the
Beethoven Mass in C Major.
Numbering about 40 singers, the
choir consists of the combined
choirs of St. Alban’s, Annandale;
St. Patrick’s, Falls Church; and
St. Paul’s, Bailey’s Crossroads,
and guest singers from the
community. The concert series by
the Falls Church Concert Choir was
founded in 2000 to bring Christian
musicians together from various

Short or Long Term Beach House Rental – Oak
Island, North Carolina. Perfect for snowbirds.
3-bedroom, 2-bath, fully furnished and equipped.
Rent by the week or month. Deposit required. No
student group rentals. Prices drop for long term
rental. Call 434-971-3606.
SAT & PSAT Prep Classes – gather 10 students
and hold a Hunt Course at your church, www.
huntprograms.com, toll free 866-425-7656,
The Hunt Course, preparing Virginia students
since 1976, mention the Virginia Episcopalian
and receive a $50.00 tuition discount, Owned an
operated by Episcopalians.
Virginia Maid Cleaning Services – Residential
commercial cleaning. Weekly, bi-weekly cleaning
reasonable rates. Richmond area. Gardner G.
Phillips 804-350-5733.
Bed and Breakfast – In rural Albemarle County
between Charlottesville and Shenandoah National
Park; minutes from UVA, Monticello, and Skyline
Drive. Affordable rates. Hosts: David and Ginny
Wayland, retired Episcopal priest. Wayland
Orchard B&B, Crozet, Virginia (434) 823-7323.
Vacation or Short Term – Mountain Chalet just
a mile from Shrine Mont for rent. Beautiful inside.
Awesome view/jacuzzi. Great room with fireplace
for small group or planning retreats. 703-8642535.
Home Movies and Still Photos on DVD – Those
old memories are stored in your closets and you
haven’t seen them for decades. Transfer them
to DVD before they are gone forever! 8mm/
Super8/16mm movie film; VHS/8mm video; slides
and prints to DVD or VHS. IMAGES Past & Present
(571) 243-8371 or rmorris21942@yahoo.com.
Bagpipe Music for Special Occasions. Make
your next event memorable with the sounds of
the Scottish Highlands. Performance. Instruction.
Composition. Contact Marsha Bell at 703-9982903 or visit www.marshabell.com or marsha.
bell1@verizon.net.

Dering’s Cleaning Service, LLC – Solo LLC,
residential cleaning, Richmond area. Licensed,
Bonded and Insured. 804-239-5865.
Piano Lessons – Juilliard trained instructor
specializes in teaching beginning students, both
children and adults. Old Town Alexandria, Virginia
703-519-3987.
Hilton Head Oceanfront – Extraordinary townhome
on Seapines Goldcoast, sleeps 6-9, four full baths,
msnwb@yahoo.com; 804-824-1148.
Would you like information on Shenandoah Valley
Real Estate? We specialize in the area around
Shrine Mont, and the Larger Shenandoah Valley, and
can help you find your investment, vacation, 2nd
home or relocation or retirement home. Experience a
better lifestyle. If you love Shrine Mont, you will love
the Valley! Call Aspen Properties at Metro number
703-864-2535.
Escape to the beautiful Shenandoah Valley!
Reasonably priced vacation and retirement homes,
condominiums and building lots near Shrine Mont
and Bryce Resort. Two hours from the DC metro
area. Skiing, golf, fishing and hiking, we have it all!
Contact Kemp Miller, Coldwell Banker Four Seasons
Realty, 540-856-8492 or kmiller@shentel.net.
New life for treasured records and tapes! Audio
Restoration by Sound Advice digitally removes
unwanted noises, enhances the sound and transfers
your priceless records and tapes to CD. We also
transfer color slides and prints to CD or DVD. For
information phone 540-856-8492 or kmiller@
shentel.net.
Bed and Breakfast – Three miles from Monticello,
Ash Lawn, 10 minutes from Historic Downtown
Charlottesville, University of Virginia, Stadium
and surrounding wineries. Thirty minutes from
Montpelier. Gourmet Breakfast. Call or Email for low
Rates 434-296-6134 Wogonjm@netZero.net.

Beach House for Rent – North End Va. Beach
– Oceanside of 74th. Two bedroom (queen +
single and 2 singles), living room and dining room
combination, screen porch, covered patio, 1 bath,
+ outdoor shower. Additionally, a double sleep
sofa. Fireplace, gas heat/central air, washer/
dryer, charcoal grill, new this year-Internet access
if you have the computer. Weekly/Monthly rental
– Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall.
Call B.D. Wood 804-282-7032.
Music for Church Choir - “Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis” by Carol Warner for SATB a cappella.
Contact Beatin’ Path Publications, LLC, for our
church music catalog for children’s church, choir,
and organ at www.beatinpathpublications.com,
beatinpath@mac.com or 540-478-4833.
Nags Head Oceanfront – 4BR, 3 Baths, beautiful
view with easy walk to beach. Wood for fireplace
and towels provided. Weekend or weekly rental.
804-798-6671; ronaldwhopkins@hotmail.com
High End, Top Floor 4-BR Luxury Condo at
Wintergreen Resort – Main level study, 3.5 bath,
wrap around decks and glorious views of the
Blue Ridge Mountains. Shuttle bus service to the
ski slopes, elevator access, private parking and
recent exterior updates. Easy to show any day
of the week. To preview, please contact www.
beckytempleman.com/active inventory 1951 High
Ridge Place or call Becky Templeman, Virginia
Real Estate Partners LLC/Resort Sales Team
434-760-2888
1905 Satin Ebony Steinway Grand Piano –
Model A – 6’ 1” – Beautiful for church or home.
Lovingly cared for lots of life. $12,500.00, 804272-9294. Richmond, Virginia
Hilton Head’s Port O’Call - in gated Shipyard
Plantation, 2 BR, 2 B Condo. Available 4/235/7/11. 2 units avl. 4/23-4/30. Tennis/Golf
package included. $1000/week per unit. 540368-3185, sdsommer1@netzero.net
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Christchurch School – Middlesex Co.
The Episcopal Schools Corporation,
www.christchurchschool.org – (804) 758-2306
created in 1920 by the people of the Diocese of
St. Catherine’s School – Richmond
Virginia, is one of the largest and most successful
www.st.catherines.org (804) 288-2804
organizations in the American Church. Church Schools
St. Christopher’s School – Richmond
in the Diocese of Virginia, Inc. owns and operates
www.stchristophers.com (804) 282-3185
schools on nine campuses in five cities and towns. Church
St. Margaret’s School – Tappahannock
Schools employs approximately 900 faculty, staff and
www.sms.org (804) 443-3357
administrators and serves almost 4,000 students. Please
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School – Alexandria
learn about our Episcopal schools, and help us find those
www.sssas.org (703) 751-2700
whom we might serve.
Stuart Hall School – Staunton
David Charlton, President of Church Schools
www.stuart-hall.org (540) 885-0356

PERIODICAL

110 West Franklin Street
Richmond, Virginia 23220-5095
Address Services Requested
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