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the Fruit of the Spirit
Community gardens yield fellowship, outreach, growth

The relationship between Virginia 
and Liberia is one with deep roots. 
Colonized by freed slaves from 
the United States, Liberia counts 
emigrants from Virginia as some 
of its founders. Today, members of 
the Diocese of Virginia build on 
that existing relationship through 
partnerships and ministries aimed at 
securing a bright future for Liberia 
as it rebuilds after years of civil war. 

Smiles for liberia
 When Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the 
president of Liberia, launched an 
appeal to Liberians living abroad 
to help contribute to the rebuilding 
of their country, St. Anne’s, Reston 

three ministries, one Country
The ties that bind between Liberia and Virginia 

By Emily Cherry

parishioner Dr. Ayele Ajavon-Cox 
listened. The chief medical officer 
of Liberia’s largest referral hospital 
invited Dr. Ajavon-Cox, then 
serving as director of Unity Health 
Care in Washington D.C., to return 
to Liberia “to join in the project of 
building the health infrastructure of 
the country.” 
 Fifteen years of civil war 
devastated Liberia’s health care 
system, and the entire country is 
now left with only three dentists. 
“The challenges to rebuilding 
Liberia’s health care system are 
many,” explained Dr. Ajavon-Cox, 
outlining a lack of infrastructure, 
a shortage of qualified manpower, 

a high percentage of illiteracy and 
limited funds. 
 Dr. Ajavon-Cox now 
permanently resides in Liberia, 
providing oral healthcare for the 
disadvantaged. “I conducted a brief 
study of the oral health status of the 
country based on sample groupings 
with whom I worked,” she said. 
“The outcome showed that quite 
a lot would have to be done if and 
when Liberia became stable.” 
 Dr. Ajavon-Cox makes periodic 
visits back to Virginia, where 
her parish works to support her 
ministry through Smiles for Liberia. 
Every other year, St. Anne’s hosts 
a Smiles for Liberia gala dinner, 

By Emily Cherry

2011 marked the first year that Christ the King, 
Harrisonburg got involved in a community 
garden initiative. They found a plot of land, 
shared by the church’s outdoor worship space. 
Most importantly, perhaps, they found energy in 
the form of parishioner volunteers, who offered 
both support and technical expertise. 
 This particular garden has a two-pronged 
approach: individuals can tend to plots, but a 
separate plot is also reserved for all the gardeners 
to care for together. “We thought there must be 
something constructive we can do as a gift to the 
community,” parishioner Andy Harbick recently 
told the Harrisonburg Daily News-Record. “We 
were thinking, ‘How can we use our land in a 
way that is honoring to God and helpful for us 
connecting with our neighbors?” 

Virginia congregations spent time getting their 
hands dirty in the best – and most literal – 
way possible this summer. churches across the 
diocese are producing and harVesting a bounty 
through community gardens, and reaping 
the rewards. some get the local community 
inVolVed through Volunteering; others giVe 
back to their local communities by donating 
produce. still others haVe turned their 
gardens into a learning ground for young 
people. it’s a ministry that melds stewardship 
of creation with outreach, one that pairs 
community-building with fellowship-growth, 
with results that are as good for the stomach 
as they are for the soul.

/ Garden continued on page 17
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LeTTErs To The ediTor

Like many others, it grieves me that 
our Church is in court, suing over 
property: the sight of one member 
of the Body of Christ suing another 
is bad evangelism, if nothing else. 
 But what were our options? 
 I suppose we could have been 
biblical literalists, and when we 
saw the attempt to take away our 
garment, to have given them our 
cloak, as well. I’d like to think that 
if someone stole all the computers 
at the parish I serve and that person 
knew he was stealing them – knew 
he was doing wrong but doing it 
anyway – that maybe we would find 
it in ourselves to give that person 
our fine silver and several thousand 
of our pledge dollars as well, in the 
hope that such actions would bring 
him to repentance and amendment 
of life, à la the Bishop of Digne 
and the thief Jean Valjean in Les 
Misérables.
 But we (the Diocese and the 
Episcopal Church) didn’t take 
that option, partly because CANA 
leaders do not think they are 
stealing anything: they believe they 
are entitled to what they are trying 
to take. Capitulating to that kind of 

entitlement behavior only rewards 
it. In the long run, it also encourages 
others to behave in the same way.
 Besides, Episcopal Church 
property is not “ours” to give 
to them even if we wanted to: 
the bishop and the Diocese are 
stewards - care-takers - of property 
that previous generations of 
Episcopalians built for future 
generations of Episcopalians.
 So – lest we feel defensive while 
we defend ourselves in court – let’s 
remember the roots of this case: 
the CANA leaders and congregants 
who decided to leave the Episcopal 
Church tried (are trying) to 
take Episcopal Church property 
with them. The fact is, had they 
acknowledged – as George Beavens 
(Christ our Lord, Lake Ridge) did 
in this diocese and as did many 
others in other dioceses – that when 
you leave a church, you leave its 
property behind, we would not be 
in court. And the sad but necessary 
option of defending ourselves in 
court would not be taking place.

the reV. John ohmer

st. James’, leesburg

KKudos to Virginia W. Stanley of 
Emmanuel, Rapidan for her cogent 
letter [in the July 2011 issue of The 
Virginia Episcopalian] questioning 
the wisdom of continuing litigation 
and resulting millions of dollars 
which might have been better used 
in outreach to the poor, hungry, sick, 
imprisoned, et al.
 I suppose both the Diocese and 
breakaway churches feel they have to 
keep their lines drawn in the sands of 
lawsuits deep so to be impenetrable 
to the other side, but I pray that the 

chasm made won’t be so large that 
Christ can never get out! Indeed, that 
seems to be the case when there is 
a dictate not to associate with any 
Anglican breakaway. And I wonder 
if Bishop Johnston’s “MOVE NOW” 
revelation in his prayer for guidance 
might have also been an appeal for a 
dialogue toward a peaceful end.

fleetwood d. daVant

hanoVer with brunswick,  
king george

DDear Bishop Shannon, 
 We always pray for children 
who are poor – here and around 
the world. Last year in Lent we 
collected food for Holy Tabernacle 
Church of God, a food pantry close 
by that feeds families. 
 When we found out that 
bishops know poor children and 
what they need in other countries, 
we wanted to help. 
 We learned that poor children 
in Africa die from malaria and we 
were frightened for them. 
 This year in Lent we learned 
about your Nets for Life fund. We 
talked about what we could do to 

raise money for nets. And that’s 
how it all started. 
 When we did Godly Play 
one Sunday, we used pictures of 
African children for the hurt man 
in the Good Samaritan story. We 
wanted to be the Good Samaritan 
in the story.
 We have raised $1,163 so you can 
buy 97 nets. We will keep on helping 
to raise money for more nets and 
send you the money.

madison, Justin, ap, mears, spencer, 
ben, grace, sarah wells, claire, Jamie, 
tyler, dallas and our helper, lexie

trinity, lancaster
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‘At Home mission trip’ Connects parishioners with Homeless
By Patrick Getlein

It’s 3:45 a.m. and about 60 volunteers 
are gathered at the Gay Community 
Center in Richmond. Among the 
bleary eyed are 14 people from 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
Oregon Hill. For three days, from 
3:45-6:30 a.m., they, along with the 
other volunteers, venture out onto 
the pre-dawn streets, under the 
bridges and along the banks of the 
James River to find and interview 
the area’s homeless residents as 
part of the “1,000 Homes for 1,000 
Virginians” initiative.
 Led by the Virginia Coalition 
to End Homelessness, the statewide 
effort aims to compile information 
about the most vulnerable people 
experiencing homelessness and then 
systematically house them before 
their homelessness causes them to 
die. Richmond was the first locality 
in the state to participate in the 
campaign though other areas are 

considering it, including Arlington 
and Norfolk. The Virginia campaign 
is part of the national “100,000 
Homes” campaign, which is active in 
87 communities across the country.
 For St. Andrew’s, participation 
in the program was an “at home 
mission trip,” and part of the 
congregation’s ongoing work to 
be an active player in the life of 
urban Richmond and the gritty, 
historically working class Oregon 
Hill neighborhood where they were 
planted 136 years ago.
 “There are quite a few homeless 
people who live in and on the edge 
of Oregon Hill, several who have 
called this neighborhood home for 
years,” says the Rev. Abbott Bailey, 
St. Andrew’s rector and Oregon 
Hill resident. “Differing views on 
how to deal with homelessness are 
the source of some tension in the 
neighborhood.”

 It’s a tension that has come, 
literally, to the front steps of the 
church. Last winter several homeless 
individuals took refuge in the 
church’s outdoor chapel. The vestry 
and members of the congregation 
took an interest in helping them, 
providing basic support, bins for 
their belongings, basic necessities, 
and also setting out expectations for 
usage of the space. 
 “They completely understood 
that this is a sacred space set apart 
for prayer as a chapel and that they 
had to keep it clean and accessible 
while also using it for much needed 
shelter,” says Ms. Bailey. And they 
did, for the most part. But at night, 
other people would congregate in 
the area and cause problems. On 
more than one occasion neighbors 
called the police to deal with the 
disturbances and send people away. 
 “We were becoming 
increasingly aware that part of being 
in a community means knowing 
when the way you respond to your 
mission is getting in the way of your 
mission,” says Ms. Bailey. However, 
she adds, “There was also a growing 
sense at St. Andrew’s that there 
was something holy about how 
the issue of homelessness in this 
neighborhood was being presented 
to us, so we began a period of active 
discernment.” 
 Working together the vestry 
and outreach leadership also invited 
neighborhood residents to talk about 
the issues. What emerged was the 
opportunity to engage in a way 
that was both systemic and deeply 
relational through participation in 
the 1,000 Homes campaign. 
 As a result, says Tracey Miles, 
outreach chair at St. Andrew’s, “We 
got to know our neighbors better 
– some of them in homes, some of 
them on the street.” Longer term, 
the church aims toward becoming a 
catalyst within the neighborhood to 
address the tensions and to continue 
dealing with the issue in a direct and 
practical way. 
 But at 3:45 a.m. on a recent 
Wednesday morning for Steve 
Salter, it was all about the short-
term need of highly vulnerable 
people. “It basically boils down to 
keeping people from dying on the 
street,” he said. t

Volunteers with 1,000 Home for 1,000 Virginians climb through a chain link fence in the pre-
dawn hours to find and interview some of Richmond’s most vulnerable homeless people.
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100,000 Homes
According to information from the Homeward January 2011 Point-in-Time 
Count, there are approximately 943 homeless adults in Richmond, with 165 of 
those living on the street. During the effort in Richmond, volunteers interviewed 
a total of 196 unsheltered people. Of that number, 97 people were identified 
as chronically homeless and medically vulnerable. Forty-three veterans 
were included in the survey; 27 were identified as chronically homeless and 
medically vulnerable. At a community briefing held after the survey, Virginia 
Supportive Housing made a public commitment to house at least 45 of the 
individuals who were surveyed, while the VA Administration pledged to house 
all 43 unsheltered veterans. St. Andrew’s has committed $500 toward the 
deposit and furniture for one home, plus a “Welcome Home” package including 
linens and kitchen supplies and other items. For more information about the 
100,000 Homes Campaign, go to www.100khomes.org. 
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I
Come together
Episcopal youth gather in Minnesota

By Emma Wright

I ventured 30 hours on a bus 
loaded with Province III youth 
from Virginia to Minnesota. I sang 
and danced in a mosh pit to rock 
versions of hymns during the Holy 
Eucharist. I gathered with Episcopal 
youth from across the nation to 
grow as the body of Christ.
 In late June, 13 high school 
students and four fearless adult 
leaders from the Diocese of Virginia 
traveled to the Episcopal Youth 
Event (EYE) at Bethel University, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, gathering under 
the theme “Come Together.” EYE 
is a chance for high-school-age 
Episcopalians and their leaders 
to come together as not only the 
future of the Church, but also as 
the present.  EYE occurs every 
three years and is one of the largest 
gathering of Episcopalians, second 
only to General Convention.  
 This year, the event was based 
around a core theme of mission. 
Each day featured an event 
associated with a word: build, share 
and fulfill. We heard inspiring 
keynote speakers who literally 
silenced an entire auditorium filled 
with hundreds of teenagers through 
the empowering stories. However, 
the most inspiring aspects of EYE 
were the people and the energy.
 On our epic journey to 
Minnesota, all the representatives 
of Province III gathered in 
Pennsylvania for dinner, games 
and fellowship. Our province 
includes the diocese of Bethlehem, 
Central Pennsylvania, Northwest 
Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
Maryland, Easton, Washington, 
Delaware, Virginia, Southwest 
Virginia and Southern Virginia. 
I have been to many diocesan 
events, but I had never experienced 
a provincial event, much less a 
national event! Right from the 
beginning of our adventure, our 
Diocese of Virginia group started 
bonding with each other and our 
neighboring dioceses. Everybody 
willingly shared stories and 
traditions from their home parishes 
throughout the event, allowing us 
to bring new ideas home.
 One night, after a long day 
of workshops, keynote speakers 
and lively worship, I found myself 
sitting in the common room of our 
dorm with some friends from the 

Diocese of Southern Virginia. As 
we brainstormed ways to see each 
other after we returned home, we 
thought: what if we could have a 
senior high retreat weekend with 
both of our dioceses?  
 Hopefully, this can become 

a reality in future years because 
it is just one example of how, by 
reaching out at events such as 
EYE, relationships form that will 
eventually create a stronger, united 
Episcopal Church.

/ Youth continued on page 5

Bishop Johnston gathers with the youth and adult leaders from Virginia at his very first visit 
to the Episcopal Youth Event.
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A
What Are bishops For?
By the Rev. Martin L. Smith

as part of a continuing series in the 
Virginia episcopalian as the diocese 
prepares to elect its next bishop 
suffragan, in this issue we feature a 
refreshing perspectiVe on a bishop’s 
Vocation by the reV. martin l. smith. 
written during the election process 
of the diocese of washington, it 
applies to bishops suffragan and 
bishops diocesan alike. 

Taking my usual walk around 
the Tidal Basin yesterday, I was 
pondering our upcoming episcopal 
election. A wry quotation from 
Claire Booth Luce popped into my 
head: “Anyone who is not confused 
today cannot be thinking straight.” 
Understanding what a bishop is 
meant to be and do has become 
complicated. So many expectations 
are now heaped on the role: What 
person could possibly fulfill the 
wish list of ideal skills in our 
“profiles?” I can’t help shaking 
my head over it all. I have had the 
experience of being a chaplain 
to the House of Bishops though 
turbulent years. I have been a 
chaplain to a Lambeth Conference, 
and the spiritual director and 
confidant of quite a few bishops. I 
know the harm done by the cruel 
unrealism of our current projections 
onto the office of bishop.
 The path round the Tidal 
Basin—alongside the Jefferson 
Memorial, through the Roosevelt 
Memorial and now past the glorious 
new monument to Martin Luther 
King Jr. —is quite an intense place 
for reflecting about leadership! And 
there are two images that helped me 
focus on the core vocation of bishop. 
There is the bronze statue of FDR 
sitting down in his wheelchair, and 
now there is the grand stone image 
emerging of Martin Luther King 
standing tall. Sitting and standing 
represent two fundamental aspects 
of the episcopal vocation.
 A core symbol for the bishop’s 
office is the chair. Traditional 

language of a see, of having a 
cathedra, or official seat, comes 
from the ancient practice of sitting 
down to teach. Teachers help us 
find meaning, and no one should 
offer themselves to be a bishop who 
doesn’t want to serve by helping 
us concentrate on the fundamental 
issues of what life means in the 
light of the gospel. God help us if 
we prevent that ministry by turning 
bishops into tortured managers.
 As well as symbolizing the call 
to articulate the Gospel’s meaning 
with us, the chair resonates with 
other pastoral needs in today’s 
world. When all seems constantly 
in flux, when technology is racing 
and the ground is heaving under 
feet, we need leaders who will 
sit down with us, to center us, to 
stabilize, above all to help us focus. 
The bishops who have inspired me 
all have been good at sitting down. 
They put roots down quickly. They 
are willing to sit round the table 
and roll up their sleeves. They have 
a knack of leveling with us and 
getting to the point. As pastors they 
have known how to minister simply 
by sitting with people.
 The complementary symbol for 
the bishop’s office is the vantage 
point. Episkopos simply means 
supervisor or overseer. It implies 
the vantage points enabling a 
leader to see the big picture, to 
take in the larger context, to relate 
what is happening in a particular 
spot to movements in the main 
organization and society at large. 
Larger vision is intrinsic to the 
bishop’s office, and the willingness 
to stand up for the imperatives of 
the big picture of God’s world in its 
predicament, and God’s promise 
of the Kingdom. The new King 
monument is a thrilling artistic 
expression of the ministry of 
standing out and standing up for 
the demands and hopes of God’s 
bigger picture! No one should 
be a bishop whose nature is to 

be immersed in the local scene 
alone. God calls for the practice 
of standing up to see ahead and 
around and even afar, and the 
willingness to pay the price 
of reminding us of our larger 
connectedness: it always arouses 
resentment.
 My walk brought me back 
past the Holocaust Museum, and I 
glanced up at my old office there, 
and thought about a letter Ignatius, 
bishop of Antioch, wrote to the 
church in Ephesus, en route under 
armed guard to his inevitable 
martyrdom in Rome. Advising the 
laity about their relationship to their 
own bishop, he wrote, “Pay special 
attention to the bishop when he 
is silent.” Here was a leader who 
kept the mystical core of his faith 
intact, who continued to be in awe 
of the profound mystery of God, 
and the way the crucified Christ 
brings us, through his vulnerability, 
into personal intimacy with 
that mystery. There’s nothing 
sentimental about that intimacy, 
and holy silence is our protection 
against glib religiosity. A visit to 
the Holocaust Museum induces 
the kind of silence Ignatius wanted 
to see a bishop practice. Well, we 
can kill our bishops by smothering 
them under our projections, so my 
hope is that candidates will come 
forward who won’t let us, because 
they maintain in prayer their 
own intimate connection with the 
mystery of God. Bishops who pray 
don’t pretend to have answers to 
everything, and they can foster our 
humility, which in the Episcopal 
Church today should be a high 
priority. We have good but hard 
times ahead. t

Originally printed on EpiscopalCafe.com.
Reprinted with permission of the 
author. The Rev. Martin L. Smith 
is senior associate rector at St. 
Columba’s, Washington, D.C.

Youth continued from page 4 /
 Another component that 
separated EYE from anything I had 
attended before was the immense 
energy. If you have ever been to a 
worship service at a Shrine Mont 
camp, then you might be able to 
imagine the dancing, singing, 
screaming and more that occurs. 

Now, multiply that infinitely to 
conceptualize EYE worship. I 
believe the energy that was so 
present at worship demonstrates the 
energetic and optimistic future of 
the Episcopal Church.
 I have no doubt that I was in 
the presence of the people that will 
change the world for the better. 

After EYE, I have no doubt that 
we, as a generation, will be able 
to come together as one body of 
Christ and resolve all of the crisis’ 
we encounter. t
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Community Focus for 100 Years
St. Mary’s, Colonial Beach celebrates milestone anniversary

By Emily Cherry

(Above) Bishop Johnston (left) joined St. 
Mary’s, Colonial Beach at their centennial 
Eucharist celebration, with the Rev. Ron 
Okrasinski (right), rector.

(Top) St. Mary’s parishioners pitched in to 
decorate a float-sized birthday cake for the 
Potomac River Festival Parade. 

SStarting in 1990, members of St. 
Mary’s, Colonial Beach entered a 
float in the annual Potomac River 
Festival Parade. Designed around 
the theme “St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church is About People,” the 
float won first place in the non-
commercial floats category.  
 This year, the church’s 
float had a particularly special 
significance. The float, complete 
with a towering birthday cake, 
celebrated the church’s 100th 
anniversary. Arranged on a 
flatbed trailer, the cake was 
surrounded by huge gift boxes, 
representing the gifts that St. 
Mary’s gives to the community. 
 That community involvement 
has been a trademark of 
much of St. Mary’s 100 years 
of ministries. The Rt. Rev. 
Robert Gibson consecrated 
the church, which had its 
beginnings in an ecumenical 
religious meetinghouse called 
Union Chapel, on June 25, 1911 
in what was then known as 
Washington Parish. Since then, 
members of St. Mary’s have 
faced obstacles of fire, hurricanes 
and declining membership 
numbers, all the while focusing 
on that commitment to the local 
community. In 1940, the Women’s 
Auxiliary group started a thrift 
shop to serve the town and raise 

money for the church - a ministry 
that continues today. In the late 
1970s, St. Mary’s spearheaded the 
Crossroads Beach House, a ministry 
for young people on the local 
boardwalk. 
 Today, one of their most active 
ministries is the Community Lunch, 
started in November 2010 as a 
way to bring members of the local 

community from different walks 
of life together in fellowship. 
These gatherings, which take 
place the first Saturday of the 
month, have seen as many as 160 
people in attendance on a single 
day. Volunteers prepare soup and 
participants gather around tables 
in the fellowship hall. “What it’s 
about is getting people together 
to sit down and form community, 
create community and talk to 
each other,” said the Rev. Ron 
Okrasinski, rector. 
 Mr. Okrasinski started 
his ministry at St. Mary’s in 
August 1980, and is among one 
of the longest-serving priests 
at one congregation in the 
Diocese of Virginia. “I think the 
congregation is more involved 
and alive than it ever was,” said 
Mr. Okrasinski. “They’re more of 
a family.”
 St. Mary’s celebrated their 
anniversary by commissioning 
a special history book of church 
life, and by hosting a dinner 
celebration on the Potomac. The 
Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston, 
bishop of the Diocese, joined 
the church at a Centennial 
Celebration, Rededication and 
Consecration on June 26. t
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complete with Liberian food and 
music. Proceeds from the dinner, 
including a live and silent auction, 
help support this ministry and 
supply needed dental equipment. 
 In addition to this work, the 
members of St. Anne’s financially 
support a Liberian student who 
is receiving training in India to 
become a dental practitioner. One 
St. Anne’s parishioner donated six 
laptops to the ministry to help with 
dental record-keeping. And they 
have plans for expansion. “The hope 
is that by the end of this year, we’ll 
be able to take it up another notch 
next year,” explained Carol Grish, a 
St. Anne’s parishioner. Goals include 
developing a Web site and funding 
in-country office support to help 
organize logistics and volunteers. 

returning to liberia
 After 21 years, the Very Rev. 
Emmanuel Johnson, priest associate 
at St. David’s, Ashburn, returned 
to his homeland of Liberia in June 
2011. The circumstances of this 
particular trip were unique: Mr. 
Johnson was invited to Monrovia 
by Cuttington University to be 
honored with the title of president 
emeritus and to receive an award 
for distinguished service to the 
University at the school’s 50th 
commencement jubilee. 
 Mr. Johnson came to Cuttington 
in 1973 after serving as founding 
principal of the B.W. Harris 
Episcopal High School in Monrovia 
for eight years and as the first 
superintendent of the Monrovia 
Consolidated School System for five 
years. During his time at Cuttington, 

Mr. Johnson oversaw improvements 
to the curriculum, as well as 
the establishment of the Rural 
Development Institute. He went 
on to serve as rector of St. John’s 
Church in Robertsport and dean of 
Trinity Cathedral in Monrovia. 
 Mr. Johnson moved to the 
United States in 1990 as civil war 
broke. “It was a very trying time,” 
he explained. “There was no 
communication between Monrovia 
and Cuttington because of the 
civil war. Communication lines 
were broken down.” In the United 
States, Mr. Johnson settled in South 
Carolina, where he served as dean 
of academic support services and 
chaplain at Voorhees College. He 
retired to Virginia in 2003 to be 
closer to three of his five children 
who live in the area. 

 In Virginia, Mr. Johnson is 
an active member of the Liberian 
Episcopal Community in the 
United States, an organization that 
works to support and promote 
the Episcopal Church of Liberia. 
As priest associate at St. David’s, 
he provides pastoral care, in 
addition to participating in worship 
and serving as chaplain to the 
Daughters of the King and the 
Order of St. Luke. Today, he holds 
a position of distinction among his 
colleagues: “I’m the oldest Liberian 
clergy here in the United States of 
America,” said Mr. Johnson.

trusted Angels
 Founded by two missionaries 
and a pediatrician, the Trusted 
Angels Foundation is an 
organization dedicated to 

supporting the health and education 
of children in Liberia. Kimberly 
Johnson, a co-founder of Trusted 
Angels and a member of St. James’, 
Leesburg, has led multiple mission 
trips to Liberia over the past few 
years, focusing in particular on the 
Bromley Episcopal Mission School. 
 Most recently, Ms. Johnson, Dr. 
John Hunt, co-founder, and three 
young adults traveled to Liberia 
in January 2011 to bring medical 
supplies and visit Bromley. At the 
school, the group helped support 
the Palm Project, an initiative to 
help put the school on the road to 
self sufficiency by harvesting the 
oil of the palm trees on campus. 
Prior to the war, Bromley used to 
be a thriving farm. Now the school 
struggles to produce income. With 
55 of the 150+ students on full 

scholarship, the budget is harder 
than ever to maintain. “That’s 
really my focus right now,” said Ms. 
Johnson: “To try to raise money for 
scholarships.” 
 Dr. Hunt focuses on the 
medical side of the foundation, 
and hopes to establish a pediatric 
residency program in Liberia in 
the future. “Right now, there is 
one pediatrician [in Liberia],” said 
Ms. Johnson. Trusted Angels also 
supports the Clay-Ashland Clinic, 
near the grounds of Bromley. In 
October, they have plans to make a 
return trip to Liberia, bringing with 
them a respiratory therapist. 
 To learn more or get involved, 
please contact Kimberly Johnson at 
kjohnson@trustedangels.org. t 

Liberia continued from page 1 /

Dr. Ajavon-Cox, the Rev. Jim Papile, Annie Cooper and Paul Jones board a U.N. helicopter 
bound for the southern-most part of Liberia to deliver dental supplies. Ms. Cooper and Mr. 
Jones are Liberian members of St. Anne’s, Reston, where Mr. Papile is rector. 

The Rev. Emmanuel Johnson received 
awards of distinction from Cuttington 
University. 
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“You want to see bricks and mortar, 
or would you rather meet some of my 
people and see what we’re about?” 
 Sunday morning in Liverpool 
began with a stunningly beautiful 
choral Eucharist followed by a 
wonderful lunch in the deanery as 
guest of the Very Rev. Justin Welby 
and his wife, Caroline. Next on my 
“diary” was meeting the Rev. Mike 
Coates, vicar of All Saints’, Liverpool. 
As Mike and I got into his car, he 
asked me that question. Twenty 
minutes later I was introduced 
to “Jane,” a heroin addicted ex-
prostitute in a park in one of the 
poorest areas of Liverpool. Jane is 
also the leading evangelist in All 
Saints’ ministry to women whose 
lives are dominated by prostitution, 
addiction and violence – often 
spinning out of control into chaos 
most of us simply cannot fathom.
 My direction from my editor 
was to write a reflection, not a travel 
log. And that’s a key distinction – my 
trip to the Diocese of Liverpool this 
spring was not “Episco-tourism,” 
but mission oriented and mission 
funded. I spent little time indulging 
in tourism – my host, the Rev. 
Malcolm Rogers, made sure of that. 
Much of it was spent doing three 
things: learning about the way 
ministry is done in the urban setting 
that is Liverpool, meeting people 
with whom links could, and should, 
be built, and exploring opportunities 
for the two dioceses to grow closer 
and grow from each other – and to 
reach out beyond ourselves to others 
in need around the world.
 Liverpool is a city I had never 
planned to visit, although I was 
always healthily envious (if that is 

possible) of my brother Radcliffe’s 
trip there with our late grandmother 
15 years ago. He is one of the world’s 
biggest Beatles fans and for him it 
was a pilgrimage to the sites that are 
so often mentioned in those timeless 
songs – a time he will always 
treasure for what he saw and who 
he was with. My six days there were 
very much the same. Liverpool is a 
city of remarkable contrasts – and yet 
the Church is the common thread 
woven throughout. 

 Malcolm is the vicar of St. 
Gabriel’s, Huyton Quarry and the 
diocesan linkages officer, responsible 
for the links with Virginia. He 
visited Virginia last year for the 
clergy retreat at Shrine Mont. He is 
a native son of Liverpool, and has 
served his entire ordained ministry 
there. His work at Huyton Quarry 
includes a parish church, a grade 
school (of which he is chaplain) and 
a day care center paired with an 
adult education center. The parish is 
an incredibly active place throughout 
the week, and I had the privilege 
of speaking to the children during 
chapel one morning – a chapel 
where the parents are invited to join 
each week and worship with their 
children. The spirit of those kids – 
and their interest in their connection 

to Virginia through their church – 
was palpable. Having younger kids 
come to diocesan camps at Shrine 
Mont while some of the older ones 
serve as counselors in training is a 
possibility we hope to pursue this 
next summer. 
 Our dioceses are bound 
historically by a dreadful legacy – 
the slave trade. The Liverpool slave 
ships traveled to the coast of West 
Africa, loading up on captives, and 
then sailed to Virginia, bringing 
thousands in bondage onto these 
shores. The opportunity for Virginia 
youth to make a pilgrimage to 
Liverpool is one already being 
explored by parishes in Virginia. 
And the walk through the slave 
museum on the waterfront is a must 
for any American teen, particularly 
in this diocese. The experience 
ranks up there, for me, with visiting 
Dachau in my 20s. The evil we can 
do to each other – and the place for 
the Church in confronting that evil 
and healing those injured by it – is 
made remarkably clear by time in 
Liverpool. And as we begin our 
sesquicentennial remembrance of 
the Civil War – much of it fought in 
Virginia – we can look to Liverpool 
as a further partner in addressing 
those evils and healing those hurts.
 The connection of our dioceses 
at a personal and parish level is 
the next step in our linkage. From 
that we can leverage each others 
strengths into powerful ministry 
across our dioceses and across the 
world. I invite you to consider how 
you, your church and your diocese 
can take part. t

Common threads: From Virginia to liverpool
By Henry D.W. Burt

The role of the Church and 
Christians in responding 
compassionately to the suicidal 
individual and offering support 
to the surviving family will be 
presented in a workshop on 
October 29 at St. Paul’s, Alexandria. 
Sponsored by the Committee on 
Mental Health, the conference is 
open to all, and will focus on the 
needs of Christians who seek to 
deter those persons contemplating 
suicide and to provide comfort and 
connection for their families.

 With sessions to assist clergy, 
laity and survivors alike, the 
conference will discuss the issues of 
suicide in the light of the Church’s 
teachings and the physical, mental, 
moral and spiritual conditions 
that surround it. Speakers will 
explore at-risk populations as 
well as observable first signs and 
suggestions for action. 
 In addition to the opportunity 
to connect with others involved with 
these issues, “toolkits” of mental 
health resources in Virginia – such 

the Church and Suicide: Compassion and response

as local mental health agencies’ 
contact numbers, major telephone 
help-lines, support groups and 
literature – will be available to 
participants. 
 An optional healing service 
will follow for those who wish 
to experience the nurturing and 
healing Church at work. 
 The conference will run from 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m. and a light lunch 
will be served. See the committee 
Web site at www.VAmentalhealth.org 
for more information. t

Save the Date
The Rt. Rev. Richard Blackburn, 
bishop suffragan of Liverpool and 
the bishop of Warrington, will join 
Virginia clergy October 17-19 at the 
Bishop’s Fall Clergy Retreat at Shrine 
Mont. Stay tuned for more details. 
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B
A Vision for preparedness
Equipping churches for National Preparedness Month

By the Rev. Pete Gustin and Dan Wilmoth

Before we observe the 10th anniversary
of the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001, we will all have been 
barraged by national and local 
media outlets with messages 
stressing the importance of being 
prepared for any emergency that 
may come our way. Additionally, 
the United States has experienced a 
record number of natural disasters 
(tornadoes, fires and floods) this 
year. The Diocese has a long history 
of helping others recover from these 
types of disasters. The Diocesan 
Preparedness and Response 
Ministry Team hopes to build on 
that long tradition of compassionate 
service to others by making it 
even easier for large and small 
congregations and even individuals 
to be part of recovery efforts both 
inside and outside the Diocese 
of Virginia. However, disaster 
preparedness is a different story. 
 Which congregation among 
us has not witnessed a medical 
emergency during a service? Which 

congregation has not been at least 
somewhat alarmed by the sudden 
presence of someone who doesn’t 
appear to be there to worship? 
With this in mind, your diocesan 
preparedness and response 
ministry team asks you to consider 
the following questions during this 
National Preparedness Month:

•  Do you know your local fire 
department, and do they have  
a set of your building and  
floor plans?

•  Does your congregation have a 
fire evacuation plan?

• During natural disasters 
(tornadoes, hurricanes, etc.), who 
in your congregation decides 
whether to evacuate or shelter-in-
place? If it’s shelter-in-place, does 
everyone know where to go? 

•  Who accounts for every person 
in the church during and after 

an emergency? How are parents 
reunited with their children?

•  What is the plan for an active 
shooter in your congregation, 
or, for that matter, any act of 
terrorism or random violence? 

These questions represent only a 
fraction of the critical questions 
that should be answered before 
an emergency occurs. During 
and after an emergency, if proper 
planning has taken place, we can 
turn our attention more quickly to 
helping others and asking that soul-
searching question: What can I do?
 The Book of Proverbs (29:18) 
tells us that without a vision, 
the people perish. In this post-
September 11 world, we can say 
that without a plan, the parish will 
perish. Your Diocesan Preparedness 
and Response Ministry Team would 
like to come and address your 
congregation, your adult forum or 

/ Response continued on page 10
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I
urban renewal: models of transformational ministry
The second of a series on ministry in daily life

By the Rev. Deacon Mary Beth Emerson

I work on Columbia Pike in 
Arlington. And the Pike is working 
on me. Every time I walk the Pike 
or drive its length, and each time 
I meet a new neighbor, I become 
more aware of the transitions 
that this Edge City of Arlington 
undergoes. New businesses are 
moving in, new luxury high-rises 
are opening, rents are rising and 
demographics will change. The 
long-awaited “revitalization” of 
Columbia Pike brings with it the 
challenges of potential displacement 
for thousands of families, unless a 
serious commitment to maintaining 
or expanding affordable rental 
housing becomes a reality. Trinity, 
Arlington responds to local need 
through a food pantry, through 
work with area day laborers and 
Samaritan Ministry, and through 
multiple ongoing events and 
initiatives. Even so, the potential 
and opportunity for new and 
transformational ministry beckons. 
The hungry and the homeless need 
food and homes. Those hungry for 
God also need food and a home. 
Our churches are called to gather 
and to send. Three urban Virginia 
Episcopal parishes share new and 
innovative ideas in answering  
that call.

Knowing Your Neighbor
 St. Andrew’s, Richmond, has 
a beautiful outdoor chapel that 
became an unintended shelter 
for some area homeless people. 
Community concerns were raised, 
and after prayer and consideration, 
the “hard decision” to close the 
chapel was made, until “we could 
come up with a better solution,” 
says St. Andrew’s outreach chair 
Tracey Miles. Enter “1,000 Homes 
for 1,000 Virginians,” a state-wide 
effort, born of a national effort to 
place the most vulnerable homeless 
in permanent supportive housing. 
Begun on August 1, St. Andrew’s 
staff and parishioners joined with 
15 city-wide teams of 10 people 
to interview homeless people, 
collecting data on health issues and 
other issues that contribute to being 
homeless. Learn more about this 
initiative on page 3.
 “This is the most amazing thing 
I’ve ever done,” says Ms. Miles, 
“to be able to connect ... to real 
people, scared and living on the 

street. This is just a first step on this 
journey. I would like to see someone 
all the way through to a home.” 
Driving downtown in the middle 
of the night, Ms. Miles expressed 
experiencing a wide range of 
emotions. At the end of each day, 
she says, all those same emotions 
remained, punctuated by hope.

Claiming Your ministry
 On completion of a new 
strategic plan, the community of 
St. James’s, Richmond unveiled 
a new Lenten initiative in 2011 
called “Every Member’s Ministry.” 
Above St. James’s altar is inscribed 
“Be Ye Doers of the Word and not 
Hearers only” (James 1:22). Their 
Web address is doers.org, and 
the Rev. Randy Hollerith, rector, 
says that service and outreach 
“have always been in our DNA.” 
The lay-led campaign is intended 
to “lift up what parishioners 
are already doing,” says Dena 
Frith Moore, a member of St. 
James’s Service Commission and 
vestry, as well as to invite further 
discernment toward new service 
through the parish. On Easter 
Sunday, 350 “Claim Your Ministry” 
cards were collected, and more 
come in each week. “Our goal is 
renewed affirmation and renewed 
commitment,” says Ms. Moore. 
“And this is not about volunteering, 
but call. We will consider this 
successful if we begin to perceive 
service as joy, and not just another 
thing to do.” 
 The “Name It, Claim It, Live 
It” cards were distributed to all 
age groups in the parish, and were 
accompanied by Lenten forums on 
discipleship, outreach and service. 
Mr. Hollerith says the campaign, 
which will be reintroduced next 
Lent, incorporated a Resurrection 

offering through spiritual and 
practical components, connecting 
work and spiritual life, and 
producing “a grateful realization 
of how much we each and all are 
already involved.” 

radical Hospitality
 Oakland Park in Arlington, 
right behind St. George’s Church, 
has been a distribution spot for the 
Arlington Street People’s Assistance 
Network (ASPAN) Bagged Meal 
Program for years. The Rev. Shearon 
Sykes Williams, rector, arrived 
at St. George’s last November, 
recognizing a core value of outreach 
through ministries such as a daily 
food pantry. “Always looking 
for new ways to serve,” says Ms. 
Williams, St. George’s Strategic 
Planning Committee invited 
ASPAN’s Executive Director Kathy 
Siebert to address a Sunday forum 
on reaching out to the immediate 
community. HOST (Helping 
Others, Setting Tables) was piloted 
last spring, inviting Bagged Meal 
participants to a comfortable and 
welcoming dinner table. HOST will 
continue to “make a hospitable place 
for our homeless friends,” says Ms. 
Williams. HOST’s innovation is the 
partnership between St. George’s 
and ASPAN, as the program is 
staffed through volunteers from 
both organizations. “This is new 
territory,” says Ms. Williams. 
“Churches don’t unusually think 
about partnering.” t

For more information, or to share your 
story, contact deacon@tecarl.org.

any group in your congregation 
who wishes to make a commitment 
to bear one another’s burdens 
by engaging in real planning, 
preparation, mitigation, response 
and recovery from all manner of 
bad things that can and no doubt 
will happen to us, to those whom 
we love and to those whose paths 
have not yet crossed ours. When 
they do, and our brothers and 

Response continued from page 9 /
sisters come to us in need, will we 
be ready to help them?
 Please contact Dan Wilmoth 
(danny.wilmoth@yahoo. com) or the 
Rev. Pete Gustin (prgustin@gmail.
com) to arrange a visit from this 
ministry team. We’d much rather 
meet you now than when you really 
need us. t
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Over the past few years, your bishops and diocesan staff 
have been making a pointed case for increased giving 
to the diocesan budget. I won’t rehash all of that here 
except to say that the need and the data are clear: from 
the 1980s, our average giving to the Diocese from each 
congregation has ranked last in the Episcopal Church. 
We have survived this lamentable record remarkably 
well but the new social and economic realities tell 
us that this cannot continue. I would be worse than 
negligent in my leadership as your bishop if I did not 
sound this alarm and point the way ahead for the 
answer. Do we simply want to survive or to thrive?
 We have been standing on the strengths handed 
down to us from years–even generations–past, but we 
must build up our own capacities for ministry now 
and as our bequest to the Church for decades to come. 
At stake is both our present witness and our legacy for 
the future. 
 It is a plain fact that we have to do better in 
supporting our diocese. And, the question rightly 
follows: If our giving to the diocesan budget goes up, 
where will the money go? I’m very happy here to set 
out a part of the vision for the use of additional dollars. 
Enclosed with this edition of The Virginia Episcopalian 
you’ll find an insert outlining a vision for the Diocese 
of Virginia, spirit, mind and body. Please review this 
document thoroughly. A lot of careful work, analysis 
and planning have gone into it for your information 
and consideration.
 On the back cover of the insert you will see a list 
of the several specific priorities for new initiatives 
in the 2012 operating budget. Although these new 
ministries are not listed in any particular order, the 
first one certainly does reflect my top priority. The 
establishment of full-time, diocesan-funded college 
chaplaincies (following the very successful model we 
have at James Madison University under the leadership 
of the Rev. Laura Lockey) is crucial to the life of our 
diocese, both now and for the future. Statistics have 
shown that exposure to the Episcopal Church during 
collegiate education is second only to marriage as the 
primary reason why people become Episcopalians. I 
find this to be both challenging and encouraging. We 
also have chaplaincies ministering very faithfully at 
the University of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth 
University and the University of Mary Washington. 
These all operate out of the commitment and generosity 
of the respective local congregations. My proposal is to 
support these quite successful ministries with diocesan 
funding until we have established full-time, diocesan 
positions at each one of those campuses.
 But we will begin this work by setting up an 
Episcopal chaplaincy at George Mason University 
(having the largest enrollment of all of the four-year 
colleges and universities in Virginia). At present, we 
are giving minimal financial support to an ecumenical 
campus ministry there that includes some Episcopalian 
students. We should–and certainly can–do much better 
at such a major venue, not only to serve the church 
people there but also for evangelism, to reach new 
persons for the life and ministry of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. To borrow an image from our Lord, the harvest 
is plentiful there and we surely must send our laborers 
into that harvest. 
 Something else that I want to ensure is more 
scholarship money for children to attend Shrine Mont 

Where the money Will Go

camps. By all accounts, our 
camping programs are one 
of the very best aspects of 
diocesan ministry. What a 
single session at camp does for 
a youth’s Christian education 
and personal formation is utterly 
inimitable and irreplaceable. 
Every time I visit our camps I am 
quite literally overwhelmed by 
what I see and by what I’m told 

by the campers themselves. Our diocese could afford to 
award only 70 scholarships for Shrine Mont camps in 
2011. How does that sound to you for a diocese of over 
80,000 people? The need is most certainly there, as I’ve 
been told by parents countless times during my Sunday 
visitations. Together, we can do better for the children in 
our midst.
 Another priority I’d like to mention specially is the 
Learning and Service in Retirement Program for our 
older parishioners. I believe that we should be more 
actively engaged with people who are in their golden 
years, people who have given so much to us over 
decades, offering the opportunities and the training 
for fulfillment in ministry. In every single one of our 
congregations we have an absolute wealth of experience 
and wisdom that we cannot afford to overlook.
 I close with emphasizing that we must be able to 
offer more money for local outreach and world mission 
projects. This is to make sure that one of the principal 
strengths of this diocese remains strong and only gets 
stronger. The needs increase, both in scope and in cost, 
but our efforts to meet those needs are literally life-
changing for all involved–an essential part of Christian 
discipleship. 
 Here’s just part of the big picture of what we will 
do with your additional money. To those congregations 
now following the Virginia Plan: thank you for your 
vital role in making all of this happen. For those (many) 
congregations not following our standard, we ask you 
to increase your pledge by 10 percent. Just think about 
what a few hundred dollars per congregation over a 
year can do for all of us in the family of the Diocese 
of Virginia. Since 1785, we have been one of the very 
strongest dioceses of the Episcopal Church. Let’s keep it 
that way, for people’s sake, for God’s sake.  t
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September 
1
National Cathedral Boys & Girls Choir Performance; 
All Saints’, Richmond; 4:30 p.m.

3
Church Yard Sale; Emmanuel, Alexandria; 7 a.m.

9
Organ Recital to Benefit Japanese Earthquake Victims, 
with Hatsumi Miura; St. James’s, Richmond; 7 p.m.

10
Water Sustainability Conference, sponsored 
by the Committee on the Stewardship of 
Creation; St. Stephen’s, Richmond; 10 a.m. Visit 
caringforgodscreation.net. 

11
Memory & Hope on 9/11: An Interfaith Service; 
Temple Beth El, Richmond; 7 p.m.

Interfaith Prayer Service for 9/11; St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg; 2 p.m.

50th Anniversary Celebration; St. Thomas’, McLean.

22
When Words Fail: Practical Ministry to People with 
Dementia; Westminster-Canterbury, Richmond;  
10 a.m. Contact Vanessa Perry, 804-200-1502 or  
vperry@wcrichmond.org.

october
1
Pohick Country Fair; Pohick Church Fairgrounds; 10 a.m.

2-9
Sesquicentennial Celebration; St. Philip’s, Richmond; 
featuring Jazz Family Night, banquet and homecoming 
service. Contact stphilips150@comcast.net or 804-321-1266.

7-9
PYM 8th-Grade Weekend; Shrine Mont. Contact Kathlyn 
Jones, 800-DIOCESE x1031 or kjones@thediocese.net.

In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 73 million Anglicans in 38 
member provinces.
 The Archbishop of Canterbury
 The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan Williams

In the United States
A community of 2.2 million members in 110 dioceses 
in the Americas and abroad. Organized 1789.
 The Presiding Bishop
 The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
 Episcopal Seat: The Washington National Cathedral

In the Diocese of Virginia
A community of more than 80,000 baptized members 
and 424 clergy in 38 counties of central, northern and 
northwestern Virginia, serving the world through 182 
congregations, six schools, two diocesan centers and 
six diocesan homes, and home to the largest Anglican 
seminary in the world. Organized 1785.
 The Bishop
 The Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood Johnston
 The Bishop Suffragan
 The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones
 The Assistant Bishop
 The Rt. Rev. Edwin F. Gulick Jr.

The Mayo Memorial Church House:
110 W. Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23220-5095
804-643-8451, 800-DIOCESE, FAX 804-644-6928.

Episcopal Seat: 
The Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration,  
Orkney Springs

How to Reach the Diocesan Staff
Call 800-DIOCESE (346-2373) or 804-643-8451.
Paris Ball, Director of Christian Formation pball@thediocese.net ext. 1042

Austin Bartenstein, Bishop’s Clerk clerk@thediocese.net  1038

Buck Blanchard, Director of Mission and Outreach bblanchard@thediocese.net  1016

Mary Anne Bryant, Assistant, World Mission  mabryant@thediocese.net  1017

Henry Burt, Secretary of the Diocese, Chief of Staff  hburt@thediocese.net  1030

Joy Buzzard, Financial Administrator  jbuzzard@thediocese.net  1022

Frances Caldwell, Director of Development and Stewardship fcaldwell@thediocese.net  1035

Emily Cherry, Communications Officer echerry@thediocese.net  1021

Laura Cramer, Benefits Administrator  lcarmer@thediocese.net  1040

Tyler Fox, Assistant to Bishop Jones and Bishop Gulick tfox@thediocese.net  703-824-1325

The Rev. Canon Susan Goff, Canon to the Ordinary sgoff@thediocese.net  1011

Julia Henderson, Assistant, Office of Development and Stewardship jhenderson@thediocese.net  1029

Kathlyn Jones, Assistant, Office of Christian Formation kjones@thediocese.net  1031

Wilbert “Skeet” Jones, Sexton    1028

Ed Keithly, Assistant to the Canon to the Ordinary ekeithly@thediocese.net  1038

Michael J. Kerr, Treasurer  mkerr@thediocese.net  1020

Mildred Lofton, Bookkeeper  mlofton@thediocese.net  1023

Anna Moncure, Assistant to the Secretary amoncure@thediocese.net  1025

Lindsay Ryland, Transition Ministry Officer  lryland@thediocese.net  1013

Karen Smith, Receptionist/Assistant  ksmith@thediocese.net  1010

Michael Wade, Assistant to the Director of Christian Formation mwade@thediocese.net  1027 

Amy Williams, Assistant to Bishop Johnston awilliams@thediocese.net  1012

Who We Are

8
Annual Fall Festival; St. James’, Louisa; 9 a.m.

Region I Dinner for Bishop Jones; St. Stephen’s, 
Culpeper. 

11
New Clergy Orientation; Mayo Memorial Church 
House, Richmond; 11:30 a.m. Contact Ed Keithly, 
800-DIOCESE x1015 or ekeithly@thediocese.net.

13-16
Everyone, Everywhere Mission Conference; YMCA of 
the Rockies, Colo.

14-15
Anti-Racism Training; Trinity, Highland Springs. 
Contact Ellyn Crawford (crawfordellyn@yahoo.com) or 
the Rev. David Niemeyer (therevdavidniemeyer@gmail.
com).

16
Bon Voyage Concert, Choir of Men & Boys; All Saints’, 
Richmond; 7:30 p.m.

17-19
Fall Clergy Retreat; Shrine Mont. Contact Kathlyn 
Jones, 800-DIOCESE x1031 or kjones@thediocese.net.

23
Music at St. John’s with Tayloe Harding; St. John’s, 
Richmond; 11 a.m.

24-27
Fall Camp, sponsored by the Tri-Diocesan Council 
on Aging; Shrine Mont. Contact Anna Moncure, 
800-DIOCESE x1025 or amoncure@thediocese.net.

29
Small Church Day with Bishop Jones; Christ Church, 
Spotsylvania.

The Church and Suicide: Compassion and Response; 
Workshop sponsored by the Committee on Mental 
Health; St. Paul’s, Alexandria; 10 a.m. 

Note New Extensions



Bishop Johnston

September 11 
a.m. St. Thomas’, McLean

September 18
 House of Bishops

September 25 
a.m.  All Souls Atlee, 

Mechanicsville
p.m. Creator, Mechanicsville

September 28 
p.m. St. Aidan’s, Alexandria

October 2 
a.m. Cristo Rey, Arlington
p.m. San Jose, Arlington

October 9 
a.m. St. Philip’s , Richmond

October 16 
a.m. St. John’s, Richmond

October 23 
a.m. Emmanuel, Rapidan
p.m. St. Thomas’, Orange

October 30 
a.m.  All Saints’ Sharon Chapel, 

Alexandria
p.m.  Church of the Spirit, 

Kingstowne

13News of The DIocese

t The Rev. R. Bruce Birdsey is 
serving as interim rector of St. 
Bartholomew’s, Richmond.  

t The Rev. Matthew Johnson 
joined the staff of St. Stephen’s, 
Richmond, on August 22 as 
associate rector for youth and young 
adults.  He was previously assistant 
rector at Grace Church, The Plains.

t The Rev. Nicholas Myers, 
formerly a clergy resident at Christ 
Church, Alexandria, has accepted 
the position of associate rector at 
Grace and St. Stephen’s Church in 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

t The Rev. Michael R.J. Pipkin has 
been called as assistant rector of St. 
John’s Church in Charlotte, N.C.  He 
began his new ministry on August 1.  
He was previously priest-in-charge 
of the Falls Church, Falls Church.

t The Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf has 
been called as rector of St. Philip’s, 
Richmond.  She served as associate 
rector at Trinity Church in New 
Orleans.  She began her ministry at 
St. Philip’s on August 1.

Clergy Changes

bishops’ Visitations

t The Rev. Rebecca “Justi” 
Schunior, formerly a clergy resident 
at Christ Church, Alexandria, has 
joined the staff of St. Mark’s, Capitol 
Hill in Washington, D.C.

t The Rev. Carol H. Spigner is 
serving as interim rector of Church 
of the Resurrection, Alexandria.

t The Rev. Erika L. Takacs has been 
called as associate rector at St. Mark’s, 
Philadelphia.  She served at Christ 
Church in Alexandria as a clergy 
resident, then as associate rector.

t The Rev. Catherine J. Tibbetts 
has been appointed interim priest-
in-charge at the Falls Church, 
Falls Church, where she served as 
assistant since 2009.

t The Rev. Margaret Watson 
concluded her ministry at St. Mark’s, 
Richmond, on July 31, 2011, where 
she has served as rector since 2005.  

t The Rev. Dr. Norman Whitmire 
Jr. has joined the staff of St. David’s, 
Ashburn as assistant to the rector.  
He began his ministry there on 
August 15.  He is a 2011 graduate of 
Virginia Theological Seminary.

Deaths

a retired priest canonically 
resident in the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania, died on July 16, 
2011. Mr. Axleroad served in 
the Diocese of Virginia as rector 
at Grace Church, Goochland 
from 1954-1957. After his 
retirement in 1986, he moved 
to Arlington, Virginia and 
served various parishes as an 
occasional supply priest.

a priest of the Diocese of Virginia, 
died Tuesday, August 16. Dr. 
Gilliatt served as a priest associate 
at Emmanuel, Harrisonburg. 
She was also a tenured professor 
of English at James Madison 
University and served as chaplain 
for the Canterbury Group at 
the University. Recently she 
provided pastoral leadership to 
the congregation of Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Blue Grass, in the 
Diocese of Southwestern Virginia.

t The Rev. Melvin Richardson, 
a retired priest under license 
in the Diocese of Virginia, died 
on July 19. Before retirement, 
Mr. Richardson served several 
parishes in Maine and Vermont. 
He also served as interim rector 
at St. John’s, Columbia from 
2003-2007. 

Bishop Jones

September 4 
a.m. St. David’s, Aylett
p.m. St. Paul’s, Millers Tavern

September 11 
a.m. Christ the King, Harrisonburg

September 18
 House of Bishops

September 25 
a.m. St. Matthew’s, Sterling
p.m.  Emmanuel (Piedmont Parish), 

Delaplane

October 2 
a.m. St. Andrew’s, Arlington

October 9 
a.m. St. James’, Mt Vernon

October 16 
a.m. St. James’, Warrenton

October 19 
p.m. Incarnation, Mineral

October 23 
a.m. Our Saviour, Montpelier

October 30 
a.m. St. Luke’s, Simeon
p.m. McIlhany, Albemarle

Bishop Gulick

September 11 
a.m. St. Peter’s, New Kent
p.m. Westover, Charles City

September 18
 House of Bishops

October 2 
a.m. Grace (Cismont), Keswick
p.m. St. James’, Louisa

October 9 
a.m. Our Redeemer, Aldie

October 16 
a.m.  St. Stephen’s & The Good 

Shepherd, Rocky Bar
a.m.  Lynnwood (Grace Memorial), 

Port Republic

October 23 
a.m. St. Mary’s, Goochland
p.m. Grace, Goochland

October 30 
a.m. St. Dunstan’s, McLean

t The Rev. Benjamin Axleroad Jr.,

t The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Gilliatt,
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DDurante los últimos años tanto su obispo como el personal 
diocesano han estado instando a aumentar los aportes 
parroquiales al presupuesto diocesano. No voy a repetir 
todo lo que se ha dicho excepto decir que las necesidades 
y los datos son claros: Desde la década del 1980 el aporte 
parroquial a nuestra diócesis ha sido el menor de todos 
dentro de la Iglesia Episcopal. Hemos sobrevivido esta 
estadística lamentable bastante bien, pero las nuevas 
realidades sociales y económicas indican que esta 
situación no puede continuar así. Y yo seré mucho más 
que negligente como líder episcopal si no hiciera sonar 
la campana de alarma y les indicara las posibilidades 
que tenemos por delante: ¿Queremos sólo sobrevivir o 
queremos progresar?
 Nos hemos respaldado sobre los recursos que hemos 
heredado durante muchos años  – y aún generaciones 
 – anteriores, pero nosotros debemos fundarnos sobre 
nuestras propios recursos para el ministerio y dejar 
una herencia para las generaciones venideras. Nuestro 
testimonio y nuestro legado para el porvenir se 
encuentran en juego.
 Es muy evidente que tenemos que mejorar el 
apoyo financiero a la diócesis. Pero, si se aumenta el 
presupuesto: ¿cómo se usará el dinero? Me siento feliz 
de poder presentarles una perspectiva de la visión que 
tenemos si se aumenta el presupuesto. Adjunto a esta 
edición de The Virginia Episcopalian se incorpora un 
inserto describiendo la visión de la Diócesis de Virginia 
para su espíritu, mente y cuerpo. Por favor examine 
el inserto cuidadosamente. Hemos invertido mucho 
trabajo, análisis y planificación para que usted se 
informe y tome consideración.
 En la contratapa del inserto usted encontrará una lista 
de las diferentes prioridades específicas para las nuevas 
iniciativas del presupuesto operativo para 2012. Aunque 
estos nuevos ministerios no se encuentran listados en un 
orden específico, el primero ciertamente refleja mi mayor 
prioridad. El establecimiento una capellanía de tiempo 
completo pagado por la diócesis (tomando como ejemplo 
el exitoso modelo liderado por la Rev. Laura Lockey en 
la Universidad James Madison) es fundamental para la 
vida de la diócesis, tanto ahora como para el futuro. Las 
estadísticas demuestran que la presencia de la Iglesia 
Episcopal durante la educación universitaria es la segunda 
razón (después del matrimonio) por la cual las personas se 
hacen miembros de la Iglesia Episcopal. Esto nos desafía 
y también nos alienta. Tenemos también capellanías 
ministrando fielmente en la Universidad de Virginia 
(UVA), la Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) 
y la Universidad Mary Washington. Estas capellanías 
funcionan debido al compromiso y la generosidad de las 
congregaciones locales respectivas. Mi propuesta implica 
apoya estos ministerios valiosos con fondos diocesanos 
hasta que sea posible establecer una posición de tiempo 
completo con financiamiento diocesano en cada uno de 
estas universidades.
 Pero comenzaremos esta tarea estableciendo una 
capellanía episcopal en la Universidad George Mason (que 
actualmente tiene la mayor cantidad de alumnos de todos 
los colegios y universidades de Virginia). Por el momento 
estamos apoyando mínimamente a un ministerio 
ecuménico que incluye a algunos alumnos episcopales. 
Debemos y, ciertamente, podemos hacer mucho más en 
esta universidad tan importante no sólo para servir a los 
miembros de la iglesia sino también para evangelizar 
y alcanzar a otras personas para la vida y el ministerio 

¿Cómo usaremos el dinero?

del Evangelio de Jesucristo. 
Usando una frase de nuestro 
Señor, la cosecha es abundante 
y seguramente nos corresponde 
enviar obreros para levantarla.
 También quiero asegurar que 
haya más becas para que los 
niños y niñas puedan asistir a los 
campamentos de Shrine Mont. 
Es bien sabido que nuestros 
programas de campamentos son 

uno de los mejores aspectos del ministerio diocesano. 
Lo que una simple asistencia a un campamento logra 
para la educación y formación personal es inimitable 
e irremplazable. En cada oportunidad que visito los 
campamentos me siento literalmente sorprendido por lo 
que he podido observar y aquello que los mismos jóvenes 
me dicen. Nuestra diócesis sólo pudo dar 70 becas para 
los campamentos de Shrine Mont de 2011. ¿Es esto posible 
en una diócesis con más de 80,000 miembros? Es evidente 
que hay necesidad, pues esto es lo que nos dicen los 
padres cuando visito los domingos a las iglesias. Juntos 
podremos hacer mucho más para nuestros niños y niñas.
 Otra prioridad que quisiera mencionar especialmente 
es el Programa de Educación y Servicio para Jubilados 
destinado a nuestras personas mayores. Creo que 
podríamos estar más involucrados con las personas que 
están en su edad de oro, aquellos que tanto han aportado 
durante muchas décadas, ofreciéndole oportunidades y la 
capacitación para sus ministerios. En cada una de nuestras 
congregaciones tenemos un valioso caudal de experiencia 
y sabiduría que no podemos ignorar.
 Concluyo poniendo énfasis en que debemos ser 
capaces de ofrendar más para la obra local y los proyectos 
misioneros internacionales. Esto es para asegurar que uno 
de los principales baluartes de nuestra diócesis permanece 
firme y continúa afianzándose más. Las necesidades 
aumente, tanto en su variedad como en su costo, pero 
nuestros esfuerzos para responder a estas oportunidades 
literalmente pueden transformar las vidas de todas las 
personas involucradas, pues es una parte fundamental del 
discipulado cristiano.
 Esta es sólo una parte de toda la visión de lo que 
esperamos realizar si tenemos más dinero. A todas las 
congregaciones que actualmente cumplen con el Plan de 
Virginia: les agradecemos por el papel fundamental que 
ya desempeñan hacienda esto posible. A las (muchas) 
otras congregaciones que no cumplen con nuestra 
norma, les pedimos que aumenten su aporte en un 10%. 
Piensen en todo lo que unos pocos cientos de dólares 
adicionales que las congregaciones aporten durante 
todo un año podrían hacer posible como familia en la 
Diócesis de Virginia. Desde 1785 siempre hemos sido 
una de las diócesis más fuertes de la Iglesia Episcopal. 
Continuemos con esta trayectoria: por amor al prójimo y 
por amor a Dios. t

– Traducido por el Rev. Thomas Mansella.
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TThe Mayo Memorial Church House 
said goodbye to Cathy Gowen, 
assistant to the Rev. Canon Susan 
Goff, earlier this summer. Ms. 
Gowen joined the bishop’s staff 
in December 2007 as assistant 
to Bishop Johnston. She went 
on to join the Rev. Canon Susan 
Goff’s office in 2010, providing 
administrative support and 

Staff transitions
By Emily Cherry

logistical 
coordination 
for those 
in the 
discernment 
and ordination 
processes. 
“Cathy 
contributed 
tremendous 
gifts and 
talents to the 

Diocese of Virginia, both in the 
bishop’s office and in the canon’s 
office,” said Bishop Johnston. “She 
brought a very strong work ethic 
and a sense of dedication that will 
be sorely missed.” 
 Ms. Gowen has recently moved 
to Toronto with her husband, Chris, 
to pursue new ventures. “We have 
been blessed by the skills and 
temperament that Cathy brought 
to us,” said Canon Goff. “Her 
attention to details, her gracious 
responsiveness to every inquiry 
and her creative problem solving 
were true gifts to the diocese. I will 

miss her ability to anticipate needs 
before they even arose as well as her 
unique laugh.”
 Ed Keithly, who served 
as bishop’s clerk from August 
2010-August 2011, has now joined 
Canon Goff’s office as assistant. “I’m 
glad to see Ed Keithly continuing 
his service to the Diocese in another 
role,” said Bishop Johnston. “Ed is 
energetic and professional and this 
combination will serve the canon’s 
office and the whole Diocese very 
well indeed.” Ed is a graduate of 
the University of the South and a 
Shrine Mont Camps alumni who 
grew up at Good Shepherd, Burke. 
“Although we couldn’t keep Cathy, I 
am grateful that we could keep Ed,” 
said Canon Goff. “His knowledge 
of the Diocese and his quick wit 
will help him climb a steep learning 
curve as he assumes his new role.”
 Contact Ed at 800-DIOCESE 
x1015 or ekeithly@thediocese.net. t

Cathy Gowen
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W
Health and education in tanzania
By Emily Cherry

When it comes to international 
mission, Tanzania is just one 
area where Virginians continue 
to focus energies and build 
partnerships. Here’s a glimpse at 
how two different ministries are 
thriving thanks to some passionate 
individuals who continue to foster 
these growing relationships. 

Virginians, uto Support  
Health Clinic
 This year, the United Thank 
Offering of the Episcopal Church 
made grants to 59 projects totaling 
over $1.6 million - over $40,000 of 
which went to a project submitted 
to the UTO by the Diocese of 
Virginia. The grant will help fund the 
development of a surgical/delivery 
building for St. James’ Anglican 
Women & Children’s Hospital in 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. St. James’ 
will expand on the already-existing 
Buguruni Anglican Health Center. 
 “There’s need for more 
specialized care, things you can’t 
do at a health center,” explained Dr. 
Henry Ziegler who, with his wife 
Priscilla, has served as an Episcopal 
medical missionary to the area 
since 2005. 
 The Zieglers’ home parish in 
Virginia is Holy Cross, Dunn Loring, 
a church that has worked to support 
the Zieglers’ ministry. “It is clearly a 
passion that is close to their hearts,” 
said the Rev. Wes Smedley, rector. 
“We’ve just been honored along the 
way to help them and work with 
them.” Holy Cross has provided 
financial support, created an account 
to facilitate wired donations and 
helped raise awareness through 
adult forums. “It’s amazing work. 
It’s totally transforming an entire 
community,” added Mr. Smedley. 
 The members of Grace, 
Alexandria also support this 
ministry, which came out of a 
relationship Grace Church had 
with the Rev. Yohana Mtokambali, 
a priest from the Diocese of Dar es 
Salaam who served Grace while 
he studied at Virginia Theological 
Seminary several years ago. From 
that relationship grew a partnership, 
which has included parishioners 
traveling to Dar es Salaam.  Most 
recently, parishioner Sharon Steele 
helped consult with the Tanzanian 
team and the Zieglers on the draft 
hospital plan. 
 The expansion project will 

allow the hospital to improve both 
the quality and volume of services 
offered, explained Dr. Ziegler. The 
women and children’s hospital 
is of particular importance given 
Tanzania’s ranking as the nation with 
the sixth highest number of maternal 
deaths, and the tenth highest number 
of newborn deaths. 

Carpenter’s Kids  
partnerships Grow
 St. Paul’s, Ivy is one of 10 groups 
in the Diocese of Virginia that 
have built partnerships through 
Carpenter’s Kids, a program 
through the Diocese of Central 
Tanganyika that seeks to pair 200 
villages in central Tanzania with U.S. 
churches in relationships of prayer 
and support. Through a financial 
commitment, the partners help 
provide food and school supplies for 
some of the most vulnerable children 
in each village.
 Members of St. Paul’s first 
visited Nzali, their partner village 
outside the capital city of Dodoma, 
in the summer of 2010. This year, a 
team from St. Paul’s made a second 
trip with the goal to both deepen 
the relationship and to spend time 
teaching English to students and 
teachers in the village. Here, in their 
own words, the St. Paul’s team - 
Carolyn Achenbach, Nicole Betts, 
Sarah Dandridge, Debbie Scott, 
Mary Anne Timberlake and Don 
Timberlake - provides a glimpse at 
their experience and lessons learned. 

Our original hope was that we could 
model our program on that of St. Paul’s, 

Nicole Betts of St. Paul’s, Ivy learns how to grind the millet – with an encouraging audience – 
in Nzali, St. Paul’s Carpenter’s Kids partner village. 
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Richmond, where volunteers stay right 
in their partner village of Mwitikira. 
The villagers could not have been more 
welcoming and friendly, but our stay 
was hard on us and equally difficult 
for them. We found that this model is 
not the one that we should follow--and 
knowing that, in itself, is very valuable. 
Fortunately, since last year, when the 
commute from Dodoma was almost 
two hours each way, the road has been 
graded and the trip now is only about 
an hour. We found that recharging at 
the hotel each night gave us what we 
needed to be much more effective and 
energetic teachers. 
 We went to teach, but with little 
realistic idea of what that could mean.  
We knew that the primary school children 
must pass exams in order to progress 
to secondary school, and that all classes 
there are in English - but we weren’t 
entirely sure of how we could significantly 
impact them in two weeks. Our concerns 
became somewhat allayed as we spent 
time with the new, young supervisor 
of schools, Omari, as well as a few of 
the sharp teachers who also served as 
our translators. It quickly became clear 
that, as we had suspected, the hope is 
in these teachers learning English and 
understanding how to teach it. They 
worked side-by-side with us daily. What 
surprised us was Omari’s observation 
that, having learned the benefits from us, 
he would teach his teachers to love their 
students - and to know their names.
 We feel so blessed to have been able 
to share time and conversation with our 
brothers and sisters in Nzali. We learned 
a great deal that will help us with future 
trips, and we learned much about the 
challenges of education there. t



of Episcopal Schools that will help 
turn a plot of land into a biblical 
garden. “My 7th-grade Bible Survey 
class will incorporate the planting 
and maintenance of this garden into 
our curriculum,” said Ms. West. 

As of July 21, the Grace Garden 
at Immanuel Old Church, 
Mechanicsville, had produced some 
pretty fantastic results, yielding 
439 pounds of squash, 74 pounds of 
tomatoes and 39 pounds of peppers, 
all donated to the local Cornerstone 
Food Bank. “Through the grace 
of God, we were provided this 
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What was once a vacant lot across 
the street from St. Catherine’s School 
in Richmond is now a thriving 
garden thanks to the work of some 
committed faculty and hardworking 
students. St. Catherine’s broke 
ground on their community garden 
in April 2010, and this year the 
school is reaping the rewards in the 
form of produce – and some cross-
curriculum integrated learning, at 
the same time.
 “The idea is really that it will 
become a laboratory, a study for 
the whole school,” said the Rev. 
Anne West, chaplain. The middle 
school ecology club has played a 
large part in tending the garden, 
including weeding, mowing grass 
and harvesting the vegetables. All 
of the produce is free for anybody 
in the school to have. “Eventually, 
we hope to have enough produce in 
the garden to take to the local food 
banks,” said Ms. West. 
 The garden will become a 
classroom in a totally different way 
in the months ahead, thanks to a 
grant from the National Association 

wonderful soil, and through the 
grace of God, we were able to provide 
for other people,” noted Harriet 
Stout, an Immanuel parishioner. 
 Immanuel parishioners aren’t 
the only ones contributing. A 
master gardener in the community 
has helped with the planning and 
execution of the garden. “We feel 
like we’re building community in 
that way – not the traditional sense 
of the community having ownership 
of the garden,” explained Ms. Stout, 
but by contributing to its growth and 
providing support and expertise. 
They’ve also reached out to the local 
Boy Scout troop and high school to 
find volunteer helpers to get involved 
in the project. 
 They plan to only get bigger and 
better from here, with their pilot year 
behind them. A $2,500 grant from 
the Bishop Peter James Lee Small 
Church Revitalization Fund earlier 
this year will help with that goal. 
“We’re now at a point that we’re 
going to regroup and we’re going to 
... reflect and refine and then reform 
how we do the process,” said Ms. 
Stout. “I can’t help but think of our 
communion: the gifts of God for the 
people of God.”

The garden at Christ Church, Glen 
Allen takes a true community 
approach: 28 families of parishioners 
tend to 36 raised plots on the church 
grounds. The Mustard Seed Garden 
“is a community of gardeners 
dedicated to sustainable practices 
and to growing organic produce for 
those in need,” said Josie Sicheri, 
communications director. Each 
plot-tender contributes a $10 “rental” 
fee to help cover the cost of water 
and gardening tools. And a work 
day in April gave the whole church 
community a chance to pitch-in.

Several years ago, St. Paul’s 
Memorial, Charlottesville used 
a Mustard Seed Grant from 
the Diocese to start a local 
community garden. In 2010, Trinity, 
Charlottesville partnered with St. 
Paul’s in the 10-1/2 Street Garden.  
 Dr. Kendra Hamilton, one of the 
garden coordinators from Trinity 
Church, reflected on the ministry 
of the community garden in her 
personal blog:

The “10.5 Street Garden,” as we call 
it, is a ministry in part because there 
are two congregations involved in the 

Making The Connection: 
Mental Health and Our Faith Communities

The Church and Suicide: 
Compassion and Response

A workshop addressing the role of the Church and Christians 
in responding compassionately to the suicidal individual  

and offering support to surviving loved ones

Sponsored by The Mental Health Committee 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Saturday, Oct 29, 2011
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Alexandria 
(228 S. Pitt St.)

10 am — 3 pm

Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
and why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my help and my God.

— from Psalm 42

www.VAmentalhealth.org

Suggested donation $20, includes light lunch
For registration and more 

information contact Karen Sheedy, 
434-589-8953

JVKsheedy@comcast.net
or register online at
www.thediocese.net.

Garden continued from page 1 /

/ Garden continued on page 22

The garden at Christ Church, Glen Allen 
includes 36 plots tended to by 28 different 
families in the parish. 



TThe long months of summer can present a unique set of obstacles for Christian 
youth educators in a church setting. With summer vacation and busy 
schedules getting in the way, many Sunday school programs shut down for 
the season. 
 That’s where vacation Bible school comes in to play – and Virginia 
churches know how to get creative.
 At St. John’s, Arlington, the congregation reinstituted their vacation 
Bible school this summer with 16 students who explored “Everyday Miracles 
Around Us.” Students learned how to recognize everyday blessings and 
miracles by examining Bible stories. 
 St. John’s parishioner Beth Cavey explained some lessons learned from 
their camp experience: “First, as a small church we cannot afford to turn 
interested people away 
and we had more than 
half the attendees show 
up with no RSVP. Second, 
be flexible and cater to 
the needs of your group. 
We had a very active 
group with a diversity 
of age, so we made sure 
that all the activities 
could accommodate 
our group and that they 
could run around outside 
every day. And finally, 
NEVER turn down offers 
of assistance. 
VBS was a truly 
cooperative 
effort for our 
church.”t
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Year-long learning at bible School

S
‘Speak, Dream, Grow, read’
By Carey Chirico

Sometimes it just makes sense to 
share resources, especially when it 
comes to 85 children, ages 5 to 12, 
ready for a week of camp on a hot 
July day in Virginia. 
 This summer, St. George’s, 
Fredericksburg, Trinity, 
Fredericksburg, the Fredericksburg 
Islamic Center and Common 
Ground Christian Church joined 
hands, craft supplies, volunteers and 
ideas to host SOKS, a week of camp 
for children living in a federally 
subsidized apartment complex. 
SOKS stands for “Sema, Ota, Kua, 
Soma,” a Swahili phrase that means 
“Speak, Dream, Grow, Read.” 

 “These children of elementary 
and middle school ages come from 
low-income families, and many of 
them are refugees from Somalia 
and other African countries,” the 
Rev. Brian Turner, assistant rector 
and Canterbury chaplain at Trinity, 
Fredericksburg, wrote in an e-mail. 
“The camp encourages these 
children to learn about working 
with one another in a camp setting.” 
 Volunteers gathered at St. 
George’s kitchen each day to prepare 
a warm and nutritious lunch for the 
campers, many of whom would not 
have eaten that day. A total of 35 
volunteers helped make the event 

possible. Trinity Church shared 
their all time favorite game of 
“Marshmallow Dodgeball” while 
St. George’s shared ‘Super Hot Day 
Mop Race.”
 Each day a different artist was 
invited to present a style of art and 
to invite the kids to try it on their 
own. On the last day, the children 
attended an “Art Opening” of their 
art at the local library.  
 “I was amazed at how much 
support we were able to gather 
from the community,” said Anum  
Shaikh of the Islamic Center, adding 
she would love to do something like 
this again. t

(Left) Youth were transported to 
Hogwart’s School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry at the St. Alban’s, 
Annandale vacation Bible school, 
which featured a Harry Potter themed 
experience. (Clockwise from top) 
Professor Sprout teaches Harry, 
Ron and Hermione the difference 
between taking the easy way out or 
relying on God. Meanwhile, Professor 
Dumbledore shows the young witches 
and wizards that you can’t always 
tell what’s inside someone by their 
outward appearance. Each day, parents 
received a copy of the Daily Prophet, 
the VBS newsletter, via Owl Post. 

(Above) Students at the St. James’s, 
Richmond vacation Bible school helped 
created 30 “Boost Bags” full of household 
products and personal hygiene items to give 
to low-income families through the Area 
Congregations Together in Service program. 
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S
‘Come and See’
St. Peter’s in the Woods sees growth through evangelism

By the Rev. DeDe Duncan-Probe

st. peter’s in the woods is a parish  
in fairfax station that has 
experienced remarkable growth 
in the past few years. the Virginia 
episcopalian asked the reV. dede 
duncan-probe, Vicar, to reflect on 
the congregation’s experience. 

I remember my first Sunday 
celebrating Eucharist at St. Peter’s 
in the Woods: 65 people spread 
across 150+ chairs with the people’s 
responses sounding like slow 
moving waves. Isolation, fear and 
questions about our future seemed 
to circle in the air. I remember 

praying for the Holy Spirit to soothe 
our fears and to unite us in hope. 
Starting over is an onerous task 
demanding bravery, prayer and 
faith. In considering the journey 
of St. Peter’s in the Woods, I am 
awed by God’s grace and inspired 
by the faith and courage of our 
community. Each month, each 
year the Spirit draws us closer to 
God and closer as a community. 
There have been many moments 
when the way forward seemed 
insurmountable. But each time we 
have stepped out in faith, God has 
met us with redemptive grace. 
 Many things have contributed 
to our renewed vitality. Utilizing 
a family systems approach to 
ministry and learning to embrace 
the wisdom of our Anglican 
heritage – that we are people of 
common worship rather than 
opinion – have dramatically 

changed the atmosphere and 
character of St. Peter’s in the 
Woods. What has contributed most 
to transforming our parish into 
a welcoming, joyous and vibrant 
community, however, is a heart-felt 
desire to share the love of Christ 
in life-giving ways. Even though 
to an average Episcopalian, the 
dreaded “E” word, evangelism, is 
tantamount to yelling “Fire!” in a 
crowded theater, it is an intrinsic 
part of our faith.
 Of course, it was hard to fully 
embrace evangelism; after all, 
the word itself has been used as 

a classification of persons, often 
creating division and ill-will. But 
our understanding of evangelism 
utilizes the Johannine bidding, 
“Come and See,” as prescriptive. 
When one considers the pain and 
fear in the world today, especially 
alongside the blessing of our 
relationship with a grace-filled 
God and with the support of 
a faith community, we have a 
wealth of hope and restoration to 
share. In our parish we have been 
intentional in recognizing that 
a person visits our parish at the 
urging of the Holy Spirit; it is an 
act of faith. This recognition then 
asks for our own faithful response 
to welcome each person, not as a 
visitor, but as one on a journey in 
God’s kingdom. It is worth noting 
the tangible effects of evangelism 
for our mission: we have moved 
from receiving diocesan aid to 

being self-sustaining; we have more 
than doubled in size and each week 
more people join us for worship. 
With each new member we all find 
a renewed sense of joy and purpose 
in our shared ministry, as each new 
person is a cherished partner in our 
mission and ministry. 
 Of course, evangelism is 
challenging precisely because it leads 
to growth and change, both of which 
necessitate a willingness to humbly 
yield to the work of God. Over the 
past two and a half years, we have 
faced many struggles; opening our 
hearts to a new beginning has been 

difficult. We are now a very diverse 
parish, with all theological and 
political voices represented. At times 
we are successful in welcoming 
change, at others we stumble on 
our own brokenness, doubt and 
fear. Last year I was asked about 
the status of our parish and I said, 
“It’s such a joy; we are growing 
and thriving by God’s grace.” I 
received the response, “Well, you’ll 
find church growth is a broken 
model.” Respectfully, I believe Jesus 
disagrees. In the Gospels Jesus gives 
few direct commands, but growing 
the church, which is engaging 
people in a living relationship with 
Christ, is penultimate. At St. Peter’s 
in the Woods we are not perfect, but 
we love God. We hope to be useful 
in God’s Kingdom; to offer the holy 
food of God’s grace through an open 
invitation of evangelism so all may 
“come and see.” t

Parishioners of St. Peter’s in the Woods participate in a tug-of-war contest at the church’s community picnic. 
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I
St. Giles’ Gate: A Special place

in the late spring of 2011, church 
of the epiphany, richmond embarked 
on a new ministry for children with 
special needs. the reV. mary brennan 
thorpe, rector, is chronicling the 
process of building this ministry - its 
formation, obstacles and rewards - 
on a blog at stgilesgate.blogspot.com. 
learn more in these excerpts from 
her blog. 

How We began
 As all good things do, it began 
with a conversation that took a left-
hand turn.
 A mother was sitting in my 
office, shortly after I was called to 
serve in this place. She was talking 
about some church business. I knew 
she had a child who had some sort 
of intellectual or social challenge, 
and I also knew that I rarely saw 
him at church. As we wrapped 
up the issue she had brought that 
morning, I said, “How come NNN 
doesn’t come to church?” 
 Yes, not really delicate. I’m 
clumsy about stuff sometimes. 
 She smiled one of those grit-
your-teeth smiles and said, “Well, 
I used to bring him, and everyone 
was great, especially the Sunday 
School teachers. But he has Fragile X 
Syndrome [elements of intellectual 
disability paired with autism] and 
he just couldn’t get it. And with the 
other kids in the room, and so much 
going on, he’d get overwhelmed, 
and just go sit in the corner under a 
table. I just couldn’t do that to him 
or to the teachers.”
 Well, if I was clumsy once, I 
could be clumsy again: “How about 
church? Does he like church?” 
 She sighed. Thank goodness for 
moms who are patient with their 
priests. “It’s a long time for him to 
sit still, and sometimes the music 
overexcites him, and sometimes he 
makes noise, and then some folks 
look at him, and at me, as if I’m not 
able to keep him under control. 
They don’t understand him, and I 
hate to ruin their worship because 
my boy can’t stay quiet for the 
whole thing.”
 By this time, unshed tears were 
glistening in her eyes.
 I couldn’t imagine how hard 
it was for this faithful member of 
our parish to feel like her child, her 
precious gift from God, was not 
fully welcomed. I couldn’t imagine 
how the child felt, put in a place 
where he wasn’t understood. 
 And I couldn’t imagine that 

we couldn’t do something about 
this for this child, and for others 
like him. I told this mom that we 
would try to figure something out, 
if she was willing to help us with 
it. I asked around, and it turned 
out that there were other children 
with different challenges, and that 
our Christian Ed program, and our 
worship, wasn’t addressing their 
unique concerns.
 So I started researching. 

When there is work to be done...
...the good Lord provides the tools.
 We had determined that we 
would build our program around 
Godly Play. This Montessori-based 
curriculum is kinesthetic; the 
story-teller and the children use 
simple figures on a green felt or 
sandy ground. The figures and 
other materials used are wonderful, 
but they are expensive. We could 
choose to make them ourselves, or 
we could swallow hard and find 
the money to invest in this without 
knowing for sure if it was going to 
work in this application.

 Or we could pray for Plan C. 
Plan C was delivered into our hands 
by our neighbor church, Emmanuel 
Brook Hill, Richmond, which had 
switched to another children’s 
curriculum. They graciously lent us 
their entire set of Godly Play gear, 
for nothing.
 Many thanks to our brothers 
and sisters in Christ for the loan! 

Amazing First Session
 We washed the floors and the 
windows of the new classroom, put 
in the little table and chairs for work 
time, laid down our beach blanket 
and the bean bag chairs, took a deep 
breath, and welcomed our students 
to the first St. Giles’ Gate session.
 Ms. Cynthia taught the lesson 
on the creation. Both students 
participated in delightful ways, 
and each got something from the 
story that really seemed to resonate 
for them.
 We transitioned to work time, 
singing the chorus part from “All 
Things Bright and Beautiful.” The 

/ St. Giles continued on page 21
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Head of School Awarded Honorary Doctorate 
By Linda Stratton

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Head of 
School Joan G. Ogilvy Holden was 
awarded an honorary degree, Doctor 
of Humane Letters, honoris causa, 
by Virginia Theological Seminary 
during the Seminary’s 188th 
Commencement on May 19, 2011.
 The degree was presented to 
Mrs. Holden for her exceptional 
leadership, dedication and service 
to education and the Episcopal 
Church. With this distinction, the 
Seminary recognizes Mrs. Holden’s 
talented leadership of St. Stephen’s 
& St. Agnes School, her guidance 
and care for students and their 
families, service to those in need, 
and respect from professional 
colleagues. Now in her 27th year as 
head of SSSAS, she has served in 
almost every significant capacity in 
national and regional Independent 
and Episcopal Schools associations.
 Each year, honorary degrees are 
awarded by Virginia Theological 
Seminary in recognition of 
faithful and notable service and 
also creative and innovative 
leadership in parish ministry, 
overseas missions, academia, and 
in ecumenical, social, diocesan and 
national church ministries. Past 
recipients of honorary doctorates 
from Virginia Theological Seminary 
include the Hon. Sandra Day 
O’Connor, General Colin Powell and 
the Most Rev. Desmond Tutu. 
 Mrs. Holden became head of 
St. Agnes School in Alexandria in 
1984 and became the first head of 
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School 
when the two schools merged 
in 1991. In 2009, the Washington 
Post recognized her with the 
“Distinguished Educational 
Leadership Award,” an award given 
to only one private school educator 
each year. Mrs. Holden has a 
bachelor of arts degree in economics 
from Tufts University and a master 

of education degree from Harvard 
University.
 The following was read during 
the ceremony:
 “A natural educator, you have 
been teacher, coach, advisor and 
friend to young people. You have 
also been a guide to young teachers, 
counselor to parents and mentor 
to Episcopal school leaders. Your 
life and ministry have been built 
on the conviction that each student 
in your care is unique, a child of 
God, deserving to be nurtured and 
formed to become a young adult of 
integrity and good character...
 You made an immediate 
impression on all for knowing 
and calling every child by name. 
Later you would say to parents 
that ‘in a world where there are 
few guarantees, we guarantee 
we will know your child.’...You 
are heard often to say, about the 
young persons in your care, that 
‘we aspire not to excellence only, 
but to goodness.’ You are one who 
is devoted to children, to their 
spiritual, cultural, physical and 
intellectual development.’”

 “I am deeply humbled and so 
very grateful to the Seminary for 
this tremendous honor,” said  
Mrs. Holden.
 The Very Rev. Dr. Ian S. 
Markham, dean and president of the 
Seminary, said “Virginia Theological 
Seminary is pleased to give her  
this degree. There are countless 
young lives that have been formed 
under Joan Holden’s leadership; each 
one has been invited to realize their 
full potential.”
 “Mrs. Holden continues to 
lead, mentor, serve, and inspire our 
community each day,” said SSSAS 
Board of Governors Chair Julie 
Conley Wiseman. “We congratulate 
her on this richly deserved honor.”
 St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes 
School is an independent, college 
preparatory Episcopal Church 
School in the Diocese of Virginia that 
educates boys and girls from junior 
kindergarten through grade 12. t

The Rt. Rev. James J. Shand, chairman of the Board of Trustees of Virginia Theological 
Seminary, presents the honorary doctorate to Joan Holden.

St. Giles continued from page 20 /
boys had fun drawing and writing 
their response to the story they  
had heard.
 After that, we transitioned to 
worship time, singing the Celtic 
Alleluia. We had white grape juice 
and Trappist bread and had a 
wonderful simple Eucharistic Prayer 
from “Rhythms of Grace.” Everyone 
served each other at the holy picnic! 
We closed with the best possible 
post-communion prayer: “God is 

great, God is good, and we thank 
Him for our food.”
 Some learnings: we will 
be using a simpler, more 
understandable version of the 
Lord’s Prayer the next time. We’ll 
also make the Eucharistic Prayer in 
larger print, so that children who 
can read aren’t confused by it. 
 For the next session, I may be 
unable to serve as celebrant, so we 
will have a lay minister-friendly 

version of the service, consistent 
with our rubrics for “Communion 
Under Special Circumstances.” We 
are, after all, about the ministry of 
all believers, and we were so glad 
to welcome our young believers to 
God’s special place for them. t
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beer with the bishop

The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston joined young adults from the northern 
Virginia area for an evening of beer tasting at St. George’s, Arlington on July 
27. An expert brewer from Hop & Wine Beverage provided a short lesson on 
a range of international beers – He’brew: The 
Chosen Beer, Lucifer and St. Nicholas among 
them. After the brewer taught the group about 
the brewing process and history of each of these 
beers, Bishop Johnston took the microphone to 
provide his own commentary on each of the 
beer’s colorful names.
 The bishop ended the evening by answering 
a few burning questions, which varied quite a 
bit in both genre and gravity: “How does the 
church feel about Harry Potter?  What about 
psychics?” “Who/what is Satan, really?” “Are 
there monks and nuns in the Episcopal Church? 
(Yes there are!) What do they do?” “How does 
the Church view its relations with the Jewish 
faith?  Is the relationship different with Islam?” 
“Does the church prefer ‘Christian mental/
physical health practitioners?” 
 Over 50 young adults took part in the 
evening, which featured a taco dinner, in 
addition to the libations. t

– Submitted by Stefan Awad

Steeped in the tradition of the Episcopal
Church,Goodwin House Alexandria and

Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads have provided
exceptional lifestyle and care for older adults in the
Northern Virginia area for more than 40 years.

Both Communities have:

� Spectacular views of the Washington, D.C.
and Northern Virginia skylines

� Updated kitchens with
full-size appliances

� On staff Chaplains

� Wellness Centers with indoor pools

� Formal and casual dining bistros

� The reassurance and value of our lifecare program
as well as Long-term Care Insurance options

Call or come see us today.

Celebrating a Tradition
of Excellence, Creativity
and Individuality

Goodwin House
Alexandria

4800 Fillmore Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311

703-824-1236

Goodwin House
Bailey’s Crossroads

3440 South Jefferson Street
Falls Church, VA 22041

703-578-7201
www.goodwinhouse.org

Young adults from northern Virginia dig 
in to a District Taco buffet dinner at the 
Beer with the Bishop event.

work: Trinity, a “rainbow” church with 
a special history as the historically black 
Episcopalian church that white people 
joined starting in the ‘60s to express 
their solidarity with the Civil Rights 
Movement; and St. Paul’s, which is 
perhaps 10 times our size.
 The heart and soul of the mission 
and ministry that we have embarked on 
is the work of reconciliation:
•  Reconciliation of people with 

the earth, both the people of our 
congregation and the people of the 
neighborhood, all of whom may be 
suffering, in different degrees without 
even being aware of it, all manner of 
ills because of the disconnection from 
the earth our culture encourages and 
that seems to be accelerating at such 
lightning speed as our dependence on 
technology increases;

•  Reconciliation of neighbor with 
neighbor, across racial and 
socioeconomic lines and even, 
with the pres ence of the Burmese 
and Bhutanese refugees in the 
neighborhood, lines of language and 
nationality;

•  Reconciliation of congregation with 
congregation, as we learn to know our 
brothers and sisters at St. Paul’s in a 
different, deeper way. t

Garden continued from page 17 /
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SAT & PSAT Prep Classes – Gather 10 students 
and hold a Hunt Course at your church, www.
huntprograms.com, toll free 866-425-7656. The 
Hunt Course, preparing Virginia students since 
1976, mention the Virginia Episcopalian and 
receive a $50.00 tuition discount. Owned an 
operated by Episcopalians.

Bed and Breakfast – In rural Albemarle County 
between Charlottesville and Shenandoah National 
Park; minutes from UVA, Monticello, and Skyline 
Drive. Affordable rates. Hosts: David and Ginny 
Wayland, retired Episcopal priest. Wayland 
Orchard B&B, Crozet, Virginia 434-823-7323 or 
dfwayl@embarqmail.com. Visit www.
waylandorchard.com. 

When Thomas Jefferson established 
the Academical Village at the 
University of Virginia, there was 
no place for chaplain or chapel in 
his vision. And yet he wrote that 
“the relations which exist between 
man and his Maker, and the duties 
resulting from those relations, are 
the most interesting and important 
to every human being, and the 
most incumbent on his study 
and investigation.” Therefore, he 
continued, it’s the responsibility 
of religious institutions to make 
themselves present to the students 
of UVa by surrounding the grounds 
of the University with their own 
facilities for worship in the search 
for truth. In the Canterbury Student 
Fellowship at St. Paul’s Memorial 
Church, the Diocese of Virginia met 
that call.
 The students who find a 
church home-away-from-home 
in Canterbury are from various 
backgrounds and majors. And 
they have each been drawn to UVa 
for as many different reasons. But 
ultimately they’re here because 
they’re each searching for an 
encounter with truth. They’re 
looking for an encounter with 
truth in science and math, in 
philosophy and religious studies, 
in theatre and poetry, in history 
and anthropology. They’re looking 
for an encounter with truth in 
friendships and in the intentional 
community of our Canterbury 
House. They’re looking for an 
encounter with truth in our Sunday 
evening Eucharist – which they 
help plan and lead – and in the 

dinner thereafter. They’re looking 
for an encounter with truth in our 
Tuesday evening gatherings, which 
rotate between student-led worship, 
Bible study, guest speakers and fun 
events like kickball on the Lawn 
and watching Monty Python’s “Life 
of Brian.” They’re looking for an 
encounter with truth even if they’re 
not sure what it means or if there is 
such a thing.
 The desire to encounter truth, 
and the language for that encounter, 
can only be learned in community. 
But truth is larger than a single 
community, and those who desire 
to encounter it require broader and 
deeper language than the jargon 
of their academic disciplines. 

The Canterbury 
Fellowship, as part 
of the parish of St. 
Paul’s, is just such 
a community that 
can provide this 
language, because 
Jesus Christ is the 
truth, and we are the 
Body of Christ.
 Canterbury 
strives to be a 
place that invites 
and encourages 
questions, that’s 
willing to struggle 
with the ambiguities 
of faith and that 
welcomes all. 
We strive to be a 
community of truth. 
Our Canterbury 
group includes 
students discerning 

calls to the ministry and students 
trying to discern if this Christianity-
stuff is real. Some of our students 
are Episcopalian, others aren’t. They 
are bound together by the hope and 
the desire to encounter truth and by 
the friendships they’ve forged with 
each other. t

The Rev. Nik Forti is associate rector 
for young adult ministries at St. Paul’s 
Memorial, Charlottesville. For more info, 
please contact him at uva.chaplain@
stpaulsmemorialchurch.org. If you are 
an Episcopalian attending UVa, please 
contact Mr. Forti about the Skinner 
Scholarship awarded by St Paul’s 
Memorial Church.

Classifieds
Contact Karen Smith (ksmith@thediocese.net) for 
new classified rates and information.

A Glimpse on Campus: truth-Seeking at uVa
By the Rev. Nicholas Forti

Home Movies and Still Photos on DVD –Transfer 
those old memories to DVD before they are gone 
forever!  8mm/16mm movie film; VHS/8mm video; 
slides, negatives and prints to DVD or hard drive. 
Audio tapes and vinyl to CD.  IMAGES Past & Present, 
571-243-8371 or rmorris21942@yahoo.com. 

Piano Lessons for Adults/Seniors in Richmond. 
Also teenagers. Beginners to advanced. Build solid 
classical foundation, develop artistic expression, 
ergonomic technique. Play music you enjoy, with 
pianist/composer Jamie K. Sims. 25 years experience 
– mostly in NYC. Complimentary consultation. Near 
Carytown. 804-355-0414, jksims@comcast.net.

Dering’s Cleaning Service, LLC – Solo LLC, 
residential cleaning, Richmond area.  Licensed, 
Bonded and Insured. 804-239-5865.

Bed and Breakfast – Three miles from 
Monticello, Ash Lawn, 10 minutes from Historic 
Downtown Charlottesville, University of Virginia, 
Stadium and surrounding wineries.  Thirty minutes 
from Montpelier.  Gourmet Breakfast.  Call or 
e-mail for low Rates 434-296-6134 Wogonjm@
netZero.net.  

For Rent – Small GARDEN COTTAGE (spacious 
living-dining; small kitchen, bath, bedroom) 
preferably furnished.  Within walking distance to 
the University of Richmond.  Rent: $975/month.  
Utilities not included.  Please call:  804-282-8855 
and leave message with contact information!

Ilustration: John Dixon  / Painting: Henry Robinson
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Stuart Hall
Our D

iocesan Episcopal Schools

Christchurch School – Middlesex Co. 
www.christchurchschool.org  (804) 758-2306

St. Catherine’s School – Richmond 
www.st.catherines.org  (804) 288-2804

St. Christopher’s School – Richmond 
www.stchristophers.com  (804) 282-3185

St. Margaret’s School – Tappahannock 
www.sms.org  (804) 443-3357

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School – Alexandria 
www.sssas.org  (703) 751-2700

Stuart Hall School – Staunton 
 www.stuart-hall.org  (540) 885-0356

The Episcopal Schools Corporation, 
created in 1920 by the people of the Diocese 

of Virginia, is one of the largest and most 
successful organizations in the American Church. 

Church Schools in the Diocese of Virginia, Inc. owns 
and operates schools on nine campuses in five cities 
and towns. Church Schools employs approximately 900 
faculty, staff and administrators and serves almost 4,000 
students. Please learn about our Episcopal schools, and 
help us find those whom we might serve. 

 David Charlton, President of Church Schools

Christchurch

St. S
tephen’s & St. Agnes

St. Christopher’sSt. Margaret’s

St. Catherine’s


